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Tho basio pAtterns of. gov�rnnent which prû50ntly !;ersist

in Hcx'loo lind S�q1.n wero fOl"'J:',od,ln the main, in t.he after'l1ath of

violt.mt int0rnU social. uphflF.<vnls: tho MaxicAn' HE'nrol\lt1.on (1910-1917)

and thl'l Span�.nh Civi,l Wnr{1936-19:-S9).
'

It haa often been rcrr:llrkad that both comrtrif;'!s f!:r.'O tùika in

that they have dov=Lopsd similar Authontari?n regin109 suppor-ted by m1R

Institllt'\.onI1J. ;�OV(')llltionacy Pnrty).

(It is trua,how�var, that nexico differs fl'o� Sr>�in in it.hat

its constit.utlon pvovâdos for nn1.lM.-pa'cty polit1.cs; it has 8, ontl-party

system in the sense that thé PR! can and does virt.ually ignor� all of tho

othor minor :.>artil"':ß j.n its �oliM.c�l calotüntions).l
. ,_ On the úth�r.'h�nd, it 1� quite cle�r th�t there ar.e � number

.

orion-party grollÎ) hieh play import.,mt rolas in tho '0011.tical sy'3t.�ms of

both countrios. In Spai11 :'l.t is e;enoro.lly agrap.d th.'J.t the 1"r.[:,1!:19 is

.

the monarchists, the Carlists, the £inHo181 ol1.garchy, Opus D0i� and t.h€!

Fal:mga. r'îexloo's r�!!,:1me, by eompa-dson , 1s respoi'lslv0 to pr(!8stt�eS both

from the PilI, ,..-hose sectO:l'al oY.'gp.n1 zation represents thC' �ro':.l:1') int�n'est3

of. the p.,asants" 'Workers �nd t.}p lOMely def'Lned popular r;p.ctol· t"hich

include. bur'aucr.tio8teclllliCal 3pechlists and intellectúols; and
.

:from out�ide int�re!"lts, !If:'rl.icu..lA.rlv o"'�!'nizpd bu�i11f)S� �ronp�.

Tt; itt 1'urt!",nr true that v'hUa the j_(leolor;>:ic�ù outlook of Eexico' B

____ .. ,.. ._._o..-_
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re�ime is bt:lsically 'r?dj_('el,1 in Sr�in it is basicnJ.ly com�('rvAM,VA.

The pMlfl.;try purp')se of this DaDeI' is to �tteJ'1pt Il CC1UpnrativfJ

an�lysis of the pol"'-t:\,cü f:ySt.€>lilS of Tl1.0d0:r.'\1 Mexico and Spe,tn.
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or the three dâmensâcns that havs been Swr!estBd as

r031evant for the cln�si.rication of poli.t:i.cal systo;(¡s- ¡¡participation

in deci ·:;ion ...mal:j.n�·, ',.lean9 of. tlchlov�i.ng decisions' and 'general policy

ends'- this papar uill be concerned ¡nth the aacond èvh1ch r�lat6s -to

the de�ree of iml,')osition and i.�(·latlvê :r�edom ..¡r._1.ch 0xist in !3 GivAn polit.y.

Loasb two t.ypos.

At ont'! e:dreme. in ideal Ruthorit�rian SystCillS. a singla

offici.ü ideolózy. oftí:l1 wlth cU.lia.stic E'lé'T;ents, is L"po$ed by "'leans

ot 8. :I!onollthic politictl structure on all kinds of Z'rcups nnd or.pnizations,

distinction be'(.K(!,0n state and society is oblit�re.t(:'è ...

number- of polltlc8l groups arid ol>gsnizatlons, each rrith its ovn inaturalt

noms o r pat t.orns of behavior, peacef'ul.Ly compote or coexist '\-lith one

anothar�

patterns of gcverunent; Fhich a.ppl·oxi\)�2te tht' first iGé}fl tYPfl; on the

other hand, t';estcH'n liberal de",l)cre.ci!:,s. although, oi' ccurse , ccnst.rnáned

by overruling con�titutionst llpproYimate the SOCOrlC ideal type.

It appears, howpver, th�t the �onc8pt of autho:-1.t."rian political

E.�¡;ere;ed iu }:e:r.:tco p,nd Spé.in. AÛCOi'è.bg to J. Linz,

.,Authot>:l:'c.nnnn r8:;:l;�";,, <1:r� )y)l� tien 1. ê;�tstt::'n �.'i t', lbl1ted,
not TElSQOnsi.':.J]"l, ool í

t
í

c e'l úluè'::>li.s'1l: o;.;it.l-¡:i1.1t "l.:;loo!'<'!te and

;;ui�Jin[�� i(L,ol0,�y (but .:i·::'h (���.�..t.inct�.v(') "�0nt;:lities); �7ithout
i'nto1'1sive nor exto!'H�ivo polilicfll t':::>b.il i.z�tion (�xcept !)OCiG

i... ..; t' \- .".;�. :
-,- �·1 ..' \ .. r .7 • :?hl!:"'l"" (1 ,",',- ( '" ,,,'.,.. i allpo nr.s an ,b .... (·.;"".op1.e.1"(')t .,,}}-. J.."1-' .'.-::.".. ::l .• cc as on y

A. '3lT1t¡11 Sl'OUt;ll exer-c
í

ses �)(n;;pr i:ithin fCT'�1'!l1Y Ul-èd1.ncd
limit.5 but 'lctud1y quit�> ��:r'd.lctnbl�, one s ",

�

'.; '.""



a:rA chnI","lC'(;C'!:rizod by r�g�.V'�s lmich ilTlpose on th,:} pol:lty 11 Ij:�'llitod
•

Ll!ll'lv1Yl:1 asidêl, for ons moment, tho question of' the political

this p:.\t)�r ··c111 in1t1Jllly eXmni?19 the raO'rossioJ1 or politi��l f'or-cos i-¡hich

p.ln.yed an �.Ct,1V0 uart on the pol:i.t1.cal scone prior to tho upheaval.s r most

'To begin lnth, it is cle8r that the labour m"v'?'11or:t i.n Spain,

at the oubbreak of t.hr;, Civil Wax-, prp.s€mted a f'tûl-fledged politic!'l fOi'cll.

Its tlvO naän brannhos-lm$\rcho-Synài(!,91lst and Soci.91ist... bad alre8.dy

evolved into "las� or�An:tzatiQ'1� dFlWp.nd:i.ng revol\'l.t:tonacy social an':' eC::lno¡r¡ic

ohange , Inde8d, tha latter l;>8rti.éip,�t8d in fJ. �o�lit,��on compcsod
-

of'larfjcly

liberal middJ.e-class Re!Jublicans which gov�l"nl')d th,,:, counbry fr'):..'l 1931 to

'democraoy, supported th'3 cornmunists tn tho Popular r?ront coaB.tlons \1hich .�

won tbq Februnry 1936 e1��tiol1s.

But the H�tion,'ùist victory in 1939 m"'ant tha.t the Inbo'lu"

rnOVel1lont, as n '!l0l;, t.icpl forcé, �'·0,,1r1. 'l:tf:} tot"'lly d.i fl,')(l. In effect.,
.

"politicl11 ntll"ti�s PP.l'Cl ontln1.¡'eñ,�<'Z y�s u:n1..V"?:"'S,'1l �u.(>fr:l'!,e$
and in thelr p'Lo ce c!"01'::;od tho lOo�>?:nnicf ste!:.!:>, ��.th [1[œticipntion
in p;ovemm<>nt thporFtical.1y- H-r::i ti"d to thrr-:e "hilll"Bls: f:J�Jly,
mu.nici,?ali.ty, end the work",r-0�'ployor Sinrl1cRtf'.:S" •

.)
.

't

sect.or-àh'í.y according to economic nmts (for e:nl:r;plo', the tuxtilo industry)

would vo rk out tll'.:>ir �ut.ual p"obl�""'s u..'1.4�1' th� ovor-ar-chäng urbl:"ül�oi' tho
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NatUl?nlly, for .ll. long whilo such nachänory r0:7lained lin

el'1pty ai-otitico i�plJsf'ld on.' t.he l$>bollr 1'0 l'ce i'l'om abovo..'t Artel> '.;.he
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had been e rushed in 1951. ;:.t, í'u.nctionocl, .at bC3'¡¡{;, m e),J;'1"l o.ft.on tlî,Zn not,

It :b si,"!nific.<iJ1t that these councils h:'W8 sœnetim88 been able

In 8ny ."vent, 0'10 e an c�nc1lu.¿b tha�� dthou:;h the lsbùur
/

mOYrJr:ent has ústablished a li;rj_ ted :,�€,sgtl:re of il1dcp'2n(Í¡.;;nt eCOiiO¡Hic bar::1'aininO'<> =>

power , th!? Franco rË[��me corltinues to ècny it IJny f'o rm oi' !;)c1itical

I
"

ni th I:.hp. colod_l11 syst<ë'fI.
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V:r in the y91lr lh93h It no:-nj.natC'd oll of th(� Churohl?s opiscop<',te and

irli"i:nn:i.ty fr0.11J t'he'; ordin�ry :1m"isdictton of the ccurts , tb'.? en jüy'r::nnt of

to beoome a riv�1. poB.tic21 p::lwm:" "ï:Í.thin the Stat¡; ..
)
/

Th't""'..l:�ho'Ut t�o 19th. c",ntu:r:r, 1.n {In offort not only t.o t"st:.?bllsh

-jr

we!'\kAl'lI?(l th0 C�)U"'Chtlr, po��.ti�n '\.mtU it. -:.:a::: :;ti1_?p�d of its CCOTw:r,ic pOiler
fI� d� tI..'�d oJ 'lU)'lr'1I ,'ti f>-t:¡7:� fl=¡�h-()

base. (the Ch·ù.rch u!ls1 ßroh:tbitod! f:r-o':'1 j'cqu'_\"in�\:.I.;¡};"F:�fl"Y"ty m" lend5.:nc;

I'l(),,�y 0"'1. m:n'tC:<t_�(13) a� .=�ll .?.": of .in it� :md.Giit pí·I);�oeflt1.v0s incJ.urli.ne

•

',i
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i'J'u.!';¡;'::::::IT.xmŒ'i"·1J-}:l'l��}J",·m(':��
or Pope Leon 3s:IPs £lncyolicolp Rerum Novarurs , tho Church began to

o rganâze p21't of tLo corking-ol .. ss into catholic t¡'udG 'lU'ilons p ¡;,ndll V0l'y

: il pollticnl insti.lllYi8T:t to do al, ,d'th t.ho n�i.;' rogimev t.ho Church played a

\ '

Ill'1J"or 1'019 in tho r("url�ing of tho CtlthoJ.ic Pr:rt;r ¡""hieh soon nttainod a
I

'

Forc,;rost, 811?Orig the pl.anks in t�lis pai·tyq t:: platform 't'as that

it would d0T'18nd thC'! 1'8fo1'm of th0 Lavs by 199al rlee.US. In oth€H' wo:cdo.

th., Church, ',dtb tho aid of tuPo pnr·ty, Gi"Jeked to arrl;l�nd or ropad the

1857 nOre!':)1 L.9.'.iS \ii-dch hod sevel'>�.ùy limitad tho ChUl'ohGs actlvitie� in

puf'£lly ¡.;orldly affninl.

The Chu.·chfs belated at':.Ùnlpt to play an ac;tiv¿, pert on the

raoicltlly changed politi�al scene, hOi1oV'('¡l"1l was to no avail. ¡'ha COn£it·itution

A bnslc.ü1y al'lti-cldri(:pl ste,w. It incOl'p<.lI'lltE>d t:lveo latch oelebrntod

Articles (3@3 émo 130) wrJ.ch 'p�"osoribeçl clo?·icr.lis!!íjl religious. (�u(;5:tion,

snd Chur-ch oimersro.p of pr·operly. '£hu.s, (It ,ly.!wt on pHp81'11 it exc'Iudcd the

pOf'¡slbillty that the Church could, '8VêX' l�"st51blish its political and cccnonüe
\

pOiler.

Fl'om th,=, outsct , tb<!! Cburch publicly pl'o(:l8.i�ied thD,t it could

the bishops of 'th':! Church formally 6"'clal'ed thst t�� C�,th�lics ûlóul1

itself t.o u¡:chrni.nil'j?; thl'l v8TFy 1)�ds of th.;:, r:e:v,:üutiorHU'j' 5 .'''�L!Q ll)�iti;nacy.
't

•
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: p�'IL(gtn t,:) llb.�ú1r.¡On Ute churchos , as it '\oJerep to GO on strih:e. A l:'cbcllion,

of :�cliglous l,ib::n·t;t) had been bZOf:f"wL';2; in bchal.í' o� tho Churoh since 1925.

broke out :l.Jí somo of the stntos and ó'$ggcd on for three years cost.ing over

Tho elm rch ::;11d tho [;;t,B,te subsoquent.Iy effr!'ctcd .1 reconciliation:

it,s first, loyalty to the llatio�.ùly ¿c:'il'lcd cbjf:!ctj.ves of thn 1917 Constitution

Tbc Church ,on the' .,t.hOl� bmd, ag rood te lny aside l,ts J)�JJt biekering on tho

anc sccurdty fr'om furthE:r por-eecut.í.ons , flirlé dí.i-cct ccnscqucnco of-thi.s

asr-enr,tmt "'2.�; t.ho go't'�:,rpcnt.' s è(',ci�ion to i r<"prt:n ": 18ft. rdr.;:: ;rG'1lps \.¡hich .

(A-�1:tAi\ • o;» s: K/'�,�� l' ¡-k-..',¡Urt..'�
Î had .P'¡·C"'v-:l.ously �dlitat8d for har-sbo'r l�:car,u;'es. againGt th') Ch'l1"ch: thu� _...

J•

aÛ�'Ä':l. in 192� tho !:(l�QCEJn Cœ:r:nmist P�rty 1W.$ banned ,

tho neuly =Lec t.ed Pr(1!sident, Ma:"luel Avila Gamr.cho, to :l"!clrœo in public

th.1t th8 Church has b�!:rrlable
�

to covo�tly rûr.;toro, thr01.1�h th�l e:yG(75.�n� of. t:drcl 9n:"ti:Js, .::omt} eccno-üc

9 thn Qut:dght GXj_:::,tl�j.')ll �f' its
pOlvur [¡nd political il1tlu(�nco; non�thnlcs';, /�{ sphr:,::e of ncthrit í.es is

'1" "'l'O''¡l�r ci ...�..�·"'c·,� '"",1 h",:? ttle '7"'1"" ''''l''f\'''''''' =.,- t:' ·"l�¡:,q,·,,,l, rl·... ..,'7\1 -1 '1 19' 7'o. \o
U .'''' u! ..} 1..'''- V.J -''# .. fj\-.O; " ,.",.:J.J. .t..J(� ,,., ••,>oIIJ 't. '-L.• ��'••..""¿ .".. .
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in Hoxico find Spain both omo1"g;od under- ::d.!:l:i.l:1.' histodcal ci,,'cunmtencOIH

has kept

a mo re 3ut.¡w;,·U.L:!'i::m clu.::-actcl' th2U t.h;! :f07.1.C.".a �î<svvlui;.ion.:l-rvy ::o;;ir.î« since

;¡:":ill�I.:'n�.!).t..t.:t:u.eqr;œ;¡n:.;-dç;,u:�q;;¡,di.�.!I.Gâ��ti: it �1 has ��o¡¡je to

Chur-ch and tho l'ëgi:n3 dotcTO.;inûd �h",t. th:) r::¡Jrc�;:;ion t.cu Ld be dirocted o',ùy
I

"ßai)1�t .:rQZ10r f�'1ngG g.i.'OUCS OH t.ho Gxtl·O¡r.O 113ft and ri:,;ht 01 tho p·,)litical

did in :ru.::;::;ia aft:;!' 1917, it is )J'JGsitùo that it 1-iould h3YO acquä red a

cons·t1er-:1bly nero autho:dta:-iml charact.cr thiUl Kt- pit'ür;9aJti-ly ha� 'h>-�. v::
Lastly, th:} ��"iOr6�l'loe of nO:-7 social î»: CGG- :li.7.z rr::iddla-class

into :o-::iot:r. Has forcible ¡'(!pr,�s:ùon beon �mh:;t.H.ut0d by much ':ilOl'O subtle

fo' .UL of cú:'ltrol? Indeed, is tIlO autho.ritèU.'ic1l1 pattern a.:Gll.lble to changa?

,
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It> S .. H1.�71t:"l.·:I�"(,n1, ¡'Soci:ù
1.rt· s. thl.Y1tin'7r)ori :?,¡-id r. .. IT.
L0Y1(1on ,19'10. r.!·3.

-9..,.;·
..

[md Inr;tj.tllUon�ù D-Jl1f!,dos ot C7.w-Party Sy!.itorrlS"
f':;:,oret. .r\))tl).::,.l"fi.t��·, �:#! :Plj1j_1�.i.c-:.t i-il �r')'��':"11 .��j(!l� :'�!}l,. �..... .�_ .._--��"..... -

2. J. Lj.Yl�, "fin ,�uthC'rit�,�'ilm :l.c:?;1.Y',I";':�lpDint1 in F. Allai."dt Dyd Yo Littu,.'!.en,
C].{'rl�.rH'·�1'"l8 � !d"olo ri_os �'y1 ??rt.y S7::;1�"--:¡s , HGIGj.n'31�i 1I1:;(")t .. p .. 2?7 ..___ lo • l 'I: ....... o ..... -.!;=: 0__ ,. .aJ ............ _

5. 1IJ,rl�CCf)�+'in(' t.(\ 'f,hr: ;;'�,):1:"t\1 �t (!3-19:Jov.19?1), r11lr1iV tho J.960�,¡,1 orhile
wa!j0� in S"f-w\_n :t�cn·��·f';�·d·�bi6·Ô%';-thc inoo'!lcs of r'11dd1e-cl;s3 pcopl,e ¡r¡o:ee
thon döuhlr:d.

Ot.h81· un"('ks 00Y¡';1)"I.tc:ñ
___�"'.��"'J I�r ...

."

,_>:.,,::,
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Señor don Daniel Cosio Villegas:

Estoy muy agradecido por la distinción que igu�ente
usted me hace al comentarme mi trabajo reciente sobre Politica
autoritaria en el México y la España modernos, si bien quisiera
hacer una r�plica a las dos observaciones de interés que me ha hecho.

En primer lugar, yo estoy muy de acuerèo con usted que no

hay comparación entre la politica autoritaria de estos dias de la

España. franquista. y nuestro Néxico frente a los grupos obrerps.

Por otro lado, yo no sé si el modus vivendi a que han llegado
los gobiernos mexicanos con respecto a la iglesia católica haya cubierto
de misterio laa actividades pol:íticas de ciertos grupos de derecha, amén
de dificultar mucho la discusión 'oficial' de temas, en mi opinión, de

gran import&�cia como, por ejemplo, el control de natalidad. En un

articulo suyo que hace poco salió en Excelsior entitulado, Pocos Amigos,
Muchos Adversarios, usted afirma que '*a diferencia de la Alemania y la
Italia actuales, donde hay hi·tleristas y fascistas pobres, agui el
desheredado no es nada, pero cuando es algo, no es derechista. A lo sumo

cabria aQmitir una clase media, no rica, pero que vive con cierto desahogo,
filue es, no derechista, pero si conservadora".

Yo no sé si los hechos del 10 de junio de 1971, el llamado
"juev"es- de corpus�:-'- -y-otro" parecidos, tengan -alguna; rel-ación--con-cgrupos
de derecha que el gobierno no conozca bien porque es pudoroso para
investigar a fondo las actividades de grupos que dicen asociarse a lo

religioso católico y porque es reticente en el eX&ilen de las causas y
las consecuencias politicas del modus vivendi que ha llegado a establecer

con respecto a la iglesia católica.

y por Último, usted me habla de tú y con carano , probablemente
porque me conoce desde que soy niño. A mi, en cambio, no me nace

hablarle de tú,más que nada porque la experiencia que usted ha acumulado
me tiene francamente impresionado.

No obstante, quedo, igualmente como usted, suyo, amigo y servidor,

-1�� ��,
Joaquin Urquidi
University of Essex, 6 de enero de 1972.
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