
Dear Fahs:
I have to write you a long, long letter, and pray you to g�

give to it the best of your attention: I earnestly need your frindlf
ad�ise because I am quite uncertain as to the best way out.

You know tMxX about the qJonstruction of the Ciudad Univers­

itaria just outside Mexico City; you know th.at the construction has

been goin on for a while, and at a tempo and at a cost which may perm­

it its main support, President Alemán,to inaugurate it before his

term ends on ñovember 30, this year. That means that on october 20

all schools, laboratories and institutes which will have new buildings
hav�

in the Cmudad, must �moved, and among them the National Library,
�

doubtless the best of the country and es�ntial for any serious reseär¥

� on any Mexican problem.

It would seem obvious that the only plan to move the Library

would be��o wait for the new building to be really ready; 2) to
�

pack iPJdd œe'¥'e each day a certain amount of books and to e:a:u;v them
�

next day to the ne�building, so as to make�ssible to consult them

either in the old or in the new quarters. The idea of the o11fiCialJOf
the University is quite different: they have been packing all sorts oj

books for more than a month, and wll continue to do so Gve1'y da;¡ so

��'b��
as to move all of them with the result that thYse

��
effieial 9� the Library�l be �e[for a year, fron june 1952

to june 1953.

TIle plan looked so absurd and the damage to readers and reseaJ

cher was so evident, that it see�qUestion of talking to some sens-

��"ible

�oPle
to � modifi I first tried to talk directly with the

..9..t.�
.

di1egtor and his assitant, with no avail; I tried next the University

Council on Humanities, with no results; finally, I induced El COlegio

Nacional to write a Ileter to the President of the University, and

this gentleman sent it to the £ibrarian to answer it. It seems to me

II



that we have to accept as a fact that the National Library will be

�available for a whole year, from june� 1952 to june 1953.

I am afraid that this ñ% will damage the work of the Seminar i.n

a very serious and unavœèdable way,l) because there are many books,
lA..4..f.

mainly pamphlets) which you find only at the l�ational Library; 2) bèêal

� you fin in it, concentrated and complete, whoLe series of books,
�.-..L ) .

offic ial papers, vlhtther from the federal or the local governments.

You may try. to g� consult them in other public or private libra-

ries in Mexico City, but when you need to travel to the �apital of�
�

the provinces, the amount; of time and money wast� � stieg a IilQviXtg..

-aroanà 'KJl will be oonsidorabie. � ;;:>\;bAo> l..e",. cc,_� ....vvv'\.��,

It seems to me that there are two "laYs out: one woulD be to go

on with the Seminar using the books and documents available in other

lJ;aries; the other, to interrupt the Seminar from july 1st., 1952

to june 30, 1953. The advantages of the first solution are that the

Seminar is a going concern, that you Xx already have an impulse, and

(Lb
organization and a personeI; the inconvenien� are just as clear: the

work will necessarely be slower and we run the risk of presenting a

result which may be incomplete)� wea,k, o�e advantadge of

the �x second solution would be to depend not only on the best lib­

rary, but�� library wich for being by next year classified and

housed in a proper building will have an enhanced value. I must add

that the National Archives will have a new and proper building next

year. The disadvantage is, of course, that il will be improbable to

have next year the same people a�n�so we shall star�with new

"Y'(I.�)
people to experi�(With and to train.

Is there a middle vlay? I think there is, and that would be for

me to go on with one or two assitants at the most. SExgzzX I see

several advantadges: my personal��arried on and faster

since �t � the fwrk ef xi planing and supervising other peoples's
'L



� k� h-tt.-��'Vv\.\.NW'\..

)
w=o.,t

will e�ase. As a matter of fact, I will be in the &axXBx States for

,
.

flJ.,ve months, begenâng october next,-- t'toTO months at Texas and the

other three in wasJfr;gton and New York.)t\1Y assistants Y{ill see that
���

the material already read",and llddöxi::s:xDlllt:n:l'omx ma:rke<ra:owLl,�will
be ;yped, ordered and classified, so as to fq����xq�i�xf�,xv��x

l " ,["3 •

��iK have it ready for the new people ,coming july next yea�. �
I

There is another question to be considered, the chances we ..;ShaM have

\t��
to secure next year � good people)as we have now. I think that the

�"m4lwv�
present group is a good one, and the fact that most ofJt� have been

working for �o years is a �R«ixi:XH definite advantadge, but they are

I
no irreplaceable with the possible exception of Moise� González.

Finally, let me say that everybody at the Seminar is under the unders­

tanding that it viII be closed on june 30, as I have not told them

so far that your help has beeen secured for two more years.

XXlÙl:x:m§:KXOmq:m::fXE:IlDJŒ:n:;

Mr Reyes is out of � town, so I have not talked with him so

far, but I hope that El Colegio will pay� one or two assistants

��I� �.(4œ�� ut ���I� t,.,q_1<.L�ÁM�.
who will be kept:fïdo not know, of course, the financial questions
���

thattwIil ß,e- raised, at-yo;;t:r Founàatj ef3.

Eager to fl.nd out your co�ts on stc'h a sad surprise as give�
our already no�orious University authorities,

I am, with best wishe� yours friendly.


