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Conference on Latin American History CommÎttee on Actw;#es & Projects

Hispanic Poundation, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540

Howard P. Cline,C�£ Woodrow W. Borah

Charles Gibson yle N. McAlister John 1. Phelan

Stanley J. James W. Wilkie

\
To: Stanley Ross, ���!�CLAR � h££ com�

e on Third Meeting of Mexican-U.S.

From: Howard F�íne
Subject: Con rsation with Daniel Coslo Villegas

Historians

.'

On Tue 'ay, March 5, 1968, I had a pleasant luncheon conference with Dr.

i'·· Dani� Costo:Villegas concerning the Third Meeting of the Historians of

. Mex{co and the U.Se, carrying forward your previous discussions, as sum-

.. mcirized in your letter to me dated February 15, 1968e I reported that

:�CLAH had named a National Committee of five to carryon further planning.

Coslo lamented that there is no Mexican equivalent to the American Histori­

cal Association or CLAR, hence on the Mexican side of arrangements, the

" T';" co-sponsorship would necessarily come through an ad hoc Mexican National

Committee that would represent El Colegio de M:xico, as well as the National

University, a group that would not exceed five persons� Coslo agreed to act

as Chairman of the Mexican National Committee� He said that within about

two weeks, after his consultations with colleagues, that Committee could

be constituted. It will include CosIo Villegas as Chairman, with Edmundo

O'Gorman, and three others whom they will select. It is distinct from a

Mexican local arrangements committees whièh will be named latera

Discussions elicited the following points of provisional agreement, to be

confirmed and amended when the two National Committees convene for a joint
session:

Fall 1969, possibly around October 12, seemed to be an appropriate target

date. It falls between peak tourist seasons in Mexico, and is compatible

with most academic schedulesa

't.

A site outside Mexico City, probably Oaxtepec, was agreed to be desirable

as the meeting placeQ Coslo indicated that El Colegio had people know­

ledgeable about making local arrangements there •

I
,
,
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2. Place
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3. Size of Meeting

Coslo suggested that the meeting be purely professiqnal, and that plans
be made on the basis of providing local facilities �or participants only.
This does not preclude a general invitation to the eLAH membership to

attend, but such should require intention to registè} at an early enough
date to permit the local arrangements committee to plan for such an addi-

tional increment.
•

4. Theme

Final determination should be left up to joint agre�ment between the

two National Committees. Coslo reacted favorably tó my suggestion that

perhaps the main theme could be the international historiography of the

major periods of Mexican historyj including Ancient (Aboriginal), with

perhaps some special flexibility for the nineteenth century and recent­

contemporary. Chairmen of sessions might suggest subdivisions within

the main periods for which they assume responsibilityo

5. Participation

It was agreed that to suggest particular participants before a joint
meeting of the National> Conmí ttee s and naming of session or period
chairmen would be premature.. However, there was accord on the following
points:

a. Emphasis should be placed on inviting participation by younger scholars

(ages 25-35), particularly those who had not previously been involved

in international meetings to present papers and commentariesj older
scholars are not precluded, but their primary roles would be chair-

men of sessions and commentators;

b. A sprinkling of European, Asiatic� and Latin American scholars with

interest in Mexican history should be invited, as funds and program

plans permit"

6. Next steps

Coslo indicated that within about a fortnight the Mexican National

Committee would be constituted and have preliminary consultations" On

the basis of these he would transmit a preliminary Mexican proposal
conQernlng the meeting to you� for consideration and appropriate action ,

by the U.S. National Committee. A copy of that proposal will also be

sent to the CLAR Secretariat in the Library of Congress for its filesQ

•
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Primer dia Segundo dia

; ¡

\. '

IN�CRIPCION DE LOS CONGRESISTAS

CEREMONIA DE INAUGURACION

EXAMEN DE LA HISTORIOGRAFIA TRADI�
ClONAL

1. "Panorama de la historiografia'
precortesiana"
Ponente: Mign:el Lean Portilla

Comentaristas: W. Jiménez Moreno

y •••

2. "Historiografía novohispana de los

siglos XVI y XVII".

Ponente: Jorge A. Manrique
Comentaristas:

3. "Los historiadores de la Ilus­

traci6n mexicana"

Ponente: Luis Villoro

Comentaristas:
•

••=================================== -===================================

SESION ADMINISTRATIVA 4. "Historiografia mexicana de la

primera mitad del siglo XIX"

Ponente: Moisés González Navarro

Comentaristas: Alfonso Garcia Ruiz

y •••

5. "El México de 1800-1850 en la con­

ciencia anglosajona y germánica"
Poenente: Juan A. Ortega y Medina

Comentaristas:



Tercer (lia

\ \
\ \

Cuaryo dia

EXAMEN DE LA HISTORIOGRAFIA MODERNA EXAMEN DE LA HISTORIOGRAFIA MODERNA

================:========================

====================================

4. "La historiografía parroquial que 4. "La historiografia politica nor-

se ha hecho en México" teamericana de tema mexicano"

Ponente: Luis González Ponente:

Comentaristas: Comentaristas:

5. tlContribuciones norteamericanas a la 5. "La historia de las ideas y de

historia regional y parroquial de la cultura mexicanas"

México". Ponente: José Gaos

Ponente: Comentaristas:

Comentaristas:

1 • "Las sintesis mexicanas de la

historia de México"

Ponente: Edmundo O'Gorman

Comentaristas: Arturo Arnaiz y freg

y •••

2. "Las obras de historia general de

México hechas en los Estados Unidos"

Ponente: Josefina Vázquez de Knauth

Comentaristas:

3. "La historiografia regional en

IVTéxicon

Ponente: Wigberto Jiménez Moreno

Comentaristas:

1. "La historiografía mexicana de

la vida econ�mica�y social"

Ponente: Enrique Flrescano

Comentaristas:

2. "Aportaciones norteamericanas a

la historia econ6mica y social

de Mé:e:ico"

Ponente: Robert Potash

Comentaristas:

3. "La historiografía politica me­

xicana del México moderno"

Ponente: Daniel Cosio Villegas
Comentaristas: Eduardo Blanquel

y •••
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

AT STONY BROOK

STONY BROOK, N.Y. 11790

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

March 18, 1968

Lic. Daniel CosiÓ Villegas
31 Piso Torre Latinamericana

....

Mexico l, D.F.

Muy estimado don Daniel:

It was a pleasure talking with you the other day. I was particu­
larly appreciative to your enthusiastic response to the news of my
acceptance of the Directorship of the Institute of Latin American Studies
at the University of Texas. Your offer to be of assistance was most

generous, and I am certain that I'll need your counsel on many occasions.

After many earlier false starts, it appears that with the formation
of LASA (Latin American Studies Association) a viable vehicle has been
found for a national organization for those from a variety of disciplines
who are interested in Latin America. LASA has assumed responsibility for
the Latin American Research Review and is now planning its first annual
natiöruiI gatíïëring.
-

The conference w�ll be held in New York City November 7 through 9.
I am scheduled to cbdfr a session on the afternoon of November 9 which will
have for its theme/'The Roots and Characteristics of Nationalism. fi Arthur
Whitaker has agreed to be the speaker (40 to 45 minutes). Gonzalo Aguirre
Beltrán (Anthrepology) and Seymour Menton (Literature) have accepted assign­
ments as commentators (20 to 25 minutes each) and invitations are out to

Stanton Catlin (Art) and Merle Kling (Political Science) to perform the
same function. I have suggested that the commentators both discuss the
Whitaker paper and view the subject from the viewpoint of their respective
disciplines.

"I'

�he role I and my colleagues had envisioned for you was that of sum­

marizing and analyzing the sess�6n in some thirty minutes after the speaker
and commentators have spoken. viI am authorized to assure you that your round­

trip travel would be covered as well as your local expenses during the period
of the .mee ting •

¡-

vi' have requested that Whitaker have his paper available for all con- .,/
cerned by the second half of September. I would hope that the commentat�
would have their contributions available by the last third of October. V'

I hope that your schedule and commitments will permit you to accept this



Lic. Daniel CosiÓ Villegas -2- March 18, 1968

assignment. Since we would like to formalize arrangements as quickly as

possible, I look forward to an early response. With kindest regards, I
remain

Sincerely yours,

sbROSS
Dean

SRR:mk



Prot. Stanley R" Ross .. Dean
College of Arts and Sciences
State Un1versity of New York
at Stony B�ok
Stony Brok� ueva York 11790
E"U$A ..

Querido amigo Ross;

Desde hace una s�mana pretend! escribirle a usted en rela­
oión con esa proyectada. reunión dé historiadores mex1cano­
nort�amerlcano8. Para el futuro.. sin embargo,. me servi1"{a
mucho averlßUar eon qUién exaotamente debo entenderme.. pues
del asunto me nan hablado usted ml!flí1o J' C1lne$ Ya aegÚn 1

.

dije a uetad en nuestra eonversac1on teletoniea.. Cline me

mandó una copia del memorandum cuyo orig1nal estaba destina­
do a Usted ..

En todo caso. por abot'a puedo darle las sigui -ntes l.nforma­
ètones. El comité organizador. de cinco miembros.", estaría
compueatQ por las siguienteß personas,.;: Daniel e-oefo Ville­
gas" Luis González", Miguel León Portilla" Alejandra, Moreno
de Florescano y Edmundo O tGorman. Usted sabe que nosotros
no t..-mo8 una asociación de h1st0r1ado�8 mexicanos; por lo

tanto� la designación dé &Ste com;té tiene .que ser hecho d

dos eonsideraelone81 la aeeptaclon .. por supuesto, de las

�rsona8 .. 'JI segundo ... que representen a las instituciones que
má trabajan en el eam�o ele la hiatorla me:x;1cana,. Lut$ Oon­

zález y yo repre,entaPiamos digamos el sector Colegio de é­
x1co.. iguel Leon Port1lla el del Instituto de Inve-st1gae1o..
nes H:tstór1cas .. 11 Ednw:ndo QlGoman.. la Facultad de Fl1osof{�
y Letras de la Uni'V r'&ldad Nacional. De acuerdo con lo con­

venido on usted y Cl1ne� be incluido B; Alejandra Moreno de
Floreseano por ser una h1ca de muchas cualidades y con la
idea' de qui(;: represente una generación más joven de h1storia­

dores.

He pensado en una pr1m4n�a 1 tata de participantes II a saber:

Arturo Amáis y Pr-eg.. CarloiS Boscb García, Romero Flores Ca­

ballero .. Bernardo Garoía. Delfina López Sarralengue. Wigner­
to J1n1énez Moreno; Ernesto de la Torre Villar, Bert Ulloa ..

Josefina VázqlJe� de KRault, Irene V3z9uez de \taman • .Leopol ...



- 2 ...

do Zee.. il todos ellos los conoce ußted eon la excepción de
Romeo Plorea Caballero" un historiador de mont-arrey.. formado
en la Un1ve�ß1dad de !fexas. ahora profesor en El Colegio de
Méxteo l' qu.e representa una g-eneracl-ón interm:eilia_ entre los
viejos y los mu, jóvenes. Los otroß tres� a-on-b en cambio",
historiadores jovenes (de m-eno'S de 30 años) ..

Según l� dijo a usted Cline. habíamos convenido que fUera
el de la His.toriografía. el tema único de la reunión. Podria
div1d1ra-e en deGS 6ubt,emas prin-.1.pales" "La hlstor1ograÑa
tr't11oional ft y +fLa historiografía moderna If .. 'or lCl que toca
a la pr1mer&# PGdr.fa divld1r.se en los eineo subtemas 81pl&n..
tes : �Pano-rama de la h1,s.torlograf{a ¡n"e:corte51aWl

t&
; ttUlsto­

ri.og:tafía Movoblspana de los s1g1oiJ XVI y XVII;' {fLoB h18-
tor1adoNt& de la 11'W:lt-raclón meXie:ana If

¡ u.La bis tor1-ografÍa
meld.ciia8 de la: primera mitad del 81g10 nx"; .

"El México de
1800..1850 en la conciencia angloa-ajona JI gel"mán1ca ff

..

En cuanto a la "Hlstortogra:fis f!odema�t,t se puede pensar en
los s1gu:1entes subtilmas; itLas sintesis mex1ca.naa de la h18-
toria de MéXicod

;: "Las obras de· historia general de Mxico
bech�& en. los Estados Un1dOosn; JfLa h1stortogra.f{a. ref10nal
en Menaofl; "La historiografía paPrQqu1al heeha en MéXico" ¡
#Contr1b\.lc1ones norteamericanas á.la historte. reg10nal y pa...

rroquial de México'";; "La h1st.or1ograf':!a. mexicana de la vida
Boeia 1 y económica JI

-; -Aportaciones norteamericanas fi la. hi.a­
tor1à. eeon6mlc.a y social de rr!éxlco't;. ;fLa h1storiograf!a pOlí...
tica mexIcana del Héxièo rnod&rnon; "La h1atQr1o-grat!a polí­
tica. norteame-rlealla d& tema mexicano" 1 flLa historia d-e las
ideas y la cultura mexlcanasfl ..

Estas l.dea.s Ml pro.grama .laa ha sugerido Luis González ti_
desde luego): me parecen muy :&-traetlvas.. Sin embargo.. espe�
pa.r$'l1o:s", -por supueato, 108 comentarios de usteaes ...

SuJO. amIgo ..

Daniel Costo Vl11ega.&
Apartado Postal M-2123
méx1,c-o 1" D.' ..



Dr.. Stanley It. RO$$
State Un1ver 1 y of Ne York
t Stony Brook
StonJ' Brook. N.Y.. 11790
!:.U.A.

Q�e�1do 3tal Ross l

é retl El au cart 1 18 de mano", 71 su a hl: invita""

c1ón p ra gelsttr en noviembre pl:l'6lt1œc una reuni-ón q-ue

tendr
#

lugar en la ciudad de .Nueva York ..

n l'*ea.lld. d� dfHil� qu, me la h1zo usted teler6nt.cament ,
eat,,'_ yo eual era la. un1ca posible rttspu�lf:;ta que debía dar...

leI pe.ro eomo neuentro ;e" pre muy d,trlc!l dar exp11ca'''''

cion. .c-ompllcsda· por t ,1 fOno. me
..

ee:rv � _' �....

tunidad.. Nadi, lo recua:rda,. pero yo sf # él 1"" de julio

de 1946 oomena. a trabajar _
ft la H1$t()�1a l'Jodernu d 'Jd,co.

Esto qui. � de�tr (tu dentro ci . unoa cuan\»8 dias .. e cumpl1-

�án V1 1nte añoe , El solo enunciado ti este dato qUizás
yude a exp11carlé a ueted la MGclue100 que tomé' n (Îlet ...

bre 4el do pasado de ñO dle:tt"aer un $010 dia de 1 tiempo

n ninguna, otl'a tarea que no tuera la. conclu31ón 4&1 Últim.o

tomo de la Ht tOña, J!oderna 4. Méx1CQ. He vanzado bast n..

te 4&8<1e entonceS$ peJ'O" Cöm() d oostumbre. má '

ilnp '.

aiona lo que queda por hacer (lue lo ya hecho.

llay o-tl'!' constderac16n de una !ndOl muy d1 tlnta;ar pero· qu .

me lleva ft1 m1amo punto de no aceptar inVitaciones pan lr

a. "StaOO8 Uf)! Ct •. y .$ q'le el 16 dO nel'O de est 11:0'

t\te e pt_da por- la Secre�1n;,·íé de Relacione 1& r une

que habla yo presentado varias veoes para. deJa� de. s.ex- em­

b' Jador del,#serv1cl0 Ex��1o... Esto a1gn1E1ca qu' . per·

100 mi e r ot.r dlv1_t1co.,.QU d be) usar ahora un pa' ..

porte 'Ordinario .. y que eßtoy mas qu. expuesto a que el Con­

. \,ll'" do e Bet dos un.1dQe me n..1 .� la visa. o que, cooce-

d1én4 'la, t;l8 reaen a m1 pai6 déS' 1 pU! t'to de ent� da

ft tert'1tot"'10 norteamericano.. Apenas hoy be recogido mi pa-

. 'p(J.Vt. ordinario, y propongo acudl� 1 Consulado de ""

tadO& Un1do dentro de una seman. par haCé esta irriten

prueba ..

Le � deeoo cho eu invitación y pue

en ftl alma no aoeptarla. Suyo .. amigo.



STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

AT STONY BROOK

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES STONY BROOK, N.Y. 11790

April 2, 1968

/
Lie. Daniel Cosio Villegas
Apartado Bostal M-2123
Má.1Cico l, D. F.

Muy estimado don Daniel:

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your two letters of March 22 and 27.
First, let me say that I'll be chairing the ad hoc committee for the j

historians on this side of the frontier and will be pleased to serve as

point of contact and clearing house for correspondence between our two

groups. Secondly, I must compliment you on the fine and representative
group you have assembled.

The initial group of participants and the proposed themes for the

sessions impressed me very favorably. Undoubtedly the list will be broadened

as time goes on, particularly if we are to cover the many subsessions listed.
I am taking the liberty of sending copies of your letter to my committee

colleagues for their comments and suggestions. As soon as they have replied,
I'll provide you with a summary of their comments.

While much of the exchange of ideas can be handled through the mail
and by telephone as needed, I believe that probably once or t'idee during
the planning period both rmtional ad hoc committees ought to have an oppoP­

tunity to sit down together and have �ouple of days in whiyh to discuss

the progr��, participants and arrangements. If you agree,vt can assure you
that my colleagues and I would welcome an invitation to visit with you and

your colleagues some time this Fall, preferably in late October (after the
Olympics) or.eply November (before the LASA meeting in New York on

November 7).\(Such an invitation would provide us with the basis for seeking
financial support for our travel to such a meeting and for funds to enable

us to invite our Mexican counterparts ;to a later session in this country
(possibly in Austin in the Spring)o VI ,

Turning to your second letter, I fully appreciate your reaSons for

being unable to accept our invitation to participate in the LASA meeting
in November. I know how anxious you are to avoid any commitment which will

delay your completing the final volume of the Historia Hoderna. As for the

passport matter, I cannot understand why, after so many years of significant
service, the Mexican Foreign Office could not permit you to continue to hold

your diplomatic passport. I cannot, believe that the.' authorities of my

country will impose the slightest inconvenience on you. In the unlikely
event that it should occur, I would want very much to know about it. I am

confident that I speak for my fellow scholars lihen I state that if any such

mishandling were to occur, we would want to voice our sentiments in no

uncertain terms.

I�



April 2, 1968

I am very disappointed that Lupe Monroy will not be able to obtain

a leave of absence from her post. I believe that it would haye been

good experience for her and a real asset for the Institutee VI hope that

you did no.t fe¥- it inappropriate for me to write to her about the

possibility. v'

If you have any suggestions regarding qualified
e interested in such a Research Associate position,
uggestionse

With kindest regards and good wishes, I remain

persons who might
I would welcome your

Sincerely yours,

'lei�nl;S s

Dean
3y R. R�

SRR:dm

1'"\



Dr. Stanley R" Ross
Stste Univers1ty of New YOrk
rat Stony Brook
College of Arts na Sciences
Stony Brook, N.Y. 11190
U .S ..A.,

DelibfuJ'ada ote he retardado mi reàpu8eta á Su
carta del 21 dé abr11$ pues deseaba poderle dar elgun 1n­
formac16n concreta £Jobre nuestro Com1t' Organizador.. In­
Vité :fa. a las omeo persona,a cuyos nombres le dí a usted
antes; "todas ban 89$>ptadQ, excepto M115Ue1 León-Portilla.
Que sta tuera de Mexico y no regresara hasta dentr� de
un me ..

tor aupuesto que no hubo.. ni puede baberb nin­
gÚn problema n la lnvitaoión Que le bilao uated 41rectam n ...

te a Lupe Monroy. I�o pU8<lo dS1"le El u.sted mtnguna elígea ....

t16n paPa un posible sustituto porque no me ha exp11cado
uat d el campo en que e e ayudante investigador puede tr -
ba,,1ar.. remuneract6n, etc.

Con mia

Daniel Cosio Vllleg e

ApartadQ Postal M...aU!3
'x1cQ 1 .. D.'.

DOVlmeh .....



Dr .. Stanl'91' R. Ross
State Un1veuS:ity of Hew York
at StOnN 2rook
OQl1ege�o£ Arts �nd Sc1�nces
Steny' B�k" N.Y.. 11790
U.S.A.

He t&rd�dQ de:mas'iado en eontEtßtar eu ßàrt.
de abril 29 porque quer,b darle alguntll :1ntormaci6n 'sob-re
esEit' 1nve$tlp.d.o� (JUlt d.aea uetad;. rara ellooÇ me propuse
hablar (¡lon Lu1$ Gon�iále;a que eatá muchO' m'a qu.e' yo en eon"'"
taeeto eea la cent.$ Soven� Ape;nlius pude ha.cerlo 'él mart;es
pasa.do 'i Lu13' ··me informó qUé Ja ba.bia he'choO a uated la

SUPfSt;t:)n de Mtt�Q;. qtl� � mi me parece actu.�tad{i .. .,fJXQe:pto en
un punto-; �1 ·se hublera tratada de una pllta máS «,1oven;jl
habrta. POdido etlpe:ran:e: Q€: esta ,$j(p.�1en�1:a un elemento'
de ·apen41zaJEt" d� p�gt"-.3,Oc" que no rige en. él c.l\SC (te HM­
ro ;POl:" t�'t.a]li,flt� d., un hombore hecho y dere®0,.

Aho�a qtl.1;s1e�a H tet'1l1'ttle a ll11 aaunt:Q del
que, no hemos hablado uB.t$(l 11 yo ha8t.�¡ anoll"tl" y que 1lie preo­
cupa cada v-ez. m'a,. '$e.gá� mli1l 1nto.r.m.$�, él gnl'\1td1tle10
¡auevo � .,1 Inst1.t:utQ de usted 7 la �ole-ee:L6n� Lat1.noame­
ricana estará 116to :p&:� o'CtQb� (le 1965,* Si f'Ue� así�
.¿no cree' u:a�d Qu.e v.&l�a la. pea,a pensar"ßn. un programs,
de celebrae1one'$ de (g7an enverga�ura? 'ianselo usted '11
s1 en pr-111'(llpl0 le etraé la td-ea,. pOdemos> eorre$ponder m'.s
tarde sfitlJ"e él. asunto.

C·Qn u.n swan abrase.

Dan1el Oosto Villesas
A)'Q,'r_do lostal M-2123
14'-0 l. D ..P..

-

:OOV/meb ..-



STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

AT STONY BROOK

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES STONY BROOK. N.Y. 11790

April 29, 1968

Lic. Daniel COSlO Villegas
Apartado Postal M-2l23

/
MeXlCO 11 D.F.

Muy estimado don Daniel:

A brief response to your letter of April 24. I am

delighted with your success in recruiting persons for the

Organizing Committee. I am certain that Miguel Le6n-portilla
will accept once he has returned to Mexico.

Our committee; of course, is constituted as I indicated
to you earlier. There has been a suggestion that we might
add either Tom McGann or Archie Lewis who had a connection

with the 1958 meeting. However, I wish to discuss this with

members of the committee before proceeding. Responses from

them on your suggestions are coming in quite slowly. As

soon as I have more information, I will be writing again.

In regard to the research associate position available

at the Institute in Texas, I am looking for someone who has

some experience in historical research, is familiar with

Mexican history particularly in the contemporary period and-­

if possible, who has had some editorial experience. This

las desideratum is included because I would hope that the

individual in question not only would assist me in research

needs, but also would be able to assist Professor McGann with

the publication program of the Institute. The position is a

calendar year appointment renewable depending on mutual

satisfaction, salary would be adjustable to the individual's

qualifications, but probably would run between $7,000 and

$8;000 for the calendar year. If you have anyone who fills

this rather demanding set of conditions, I would appreciate
hearing from you as soon as possible.

I plan to be in Mexico toward the end of June for

about four to five weeks to work with my group at the

Hemeroteca. If I am fortunate enough to find you in
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Mexico City at that time, I'll look forward to one of our

very pleasant reunions. With kindest regards to you and
to your family, I remain

Sincerely yours,

SRR:pac
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