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Tengo el honor de comunicar a Ud, que la "Direc­

ción de.Estudios Arqueológicos y Etnográficos" se deno­

minará desde esta fecha "Dirección de Antropología" y le 

suplico atentamente se sirva tomar nota de ello a fin de 

facilitar ·el servicio de canje, subscripción y colabo­

ración de las publicaciones de la misma. 

Dígnese Ud. aceptar las protestas de mi alta y 

distinguida consideración. 

CONSTITUCION Y REFORMAS, 

19 de enero de 1919. 

El Director. 
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hl�xico 12 de Julio de 1°19. 

Po ,les,Sono a. 

Muy res_e-table y estinado señor: 
� . . , Al dia siguiente de la aparicion de su mani-

fiesto en la prensa de esta Capital,tuve el honor d.e enviarle uri te: 1 e;;rama 

au o bando sus ideas o Ple j or dicho expresando la buena impresión que causaron 

en -,u�hos amigos y cnnoéidos mios • .Arrpliando lo- que dije en ese mensa.ie,debo 

agrerar hoy (1ue le que mas lla:oó mi atención, sobro toclo porque la prensa no 

hizo los comenta:rios que dcbiera,es la abolición casi absoluta que hace U.de 

com�romisos y condicionalis�os con __ os partid.os y personas que luchen Jor su 

elecci6n,afin de gobernar en caso de triunfo con cot�bo�adores onrados,libe-

rales, aptos y hasta �onde sea pos ble desinteresados .Recor'�iendo la historia 

,..le nuestro J)aÍs y de sus gobiernos se ve clara:oente que el obstl'!.culo funclar:.i.en 

tal con oue tropezaron de continuo los presidentes de buena :ré,no estaba cons 

tituido �recisruncnte por sus enemigos polÍticos,sino por los parúdos y perso­

nas que los 11 ayuclaron 11 y que l:!.e:;ac!.o 1 tri. · o, les s1.mlicaron o les exigie-
, . t . ' 

. f 1 ron,segun :fueron las circuns anc1as,�ue1como recompensa casi orzosa1 es die-

ral"'puestos, lucros,1rredros y canongias, tuvie·;en o no méritos pa a sollci tarlas 

siquiera.Pues bien,si buena ,arte de los partidarios que lucharán por U. no 

hubiesen sido adverticlos por su íianifiesto,que rompe U.de una vez con los 

vie,jos 110ldes trae icionales fil.le j_mponían cor;10 'obL .. gaciÓn natural al presiden-

te triunfante la concesión de recompensas obligatorias,imitarian a sus ante-

ce .. : 10res poli tic os )Or rutina y hábito ya 0ue nó por mala f'é .A�_orn. ya. no pe ·.í-

rán 10..da y U. ?Odrá r:obe �1 ar y elegir colaboradores con acierto, con dcscr11bara-

z�,con energía y con justificación. - e  ito nis �incerns felicitaciones. 
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Pudiera ele i��se con justicia oy.o f'ué U. el !1nico no xi cano ci_e verclacl ora sig-

nif'icaciÓn o:ficial �uc cuan(�o ::-ic ;Jnblicn r;ü libro Forjanco Patria tuvo la sin-
ceridad de encomiar el libro y ele alent8.rwe.Alcunos quizá no lo cntenclicron y 
quizá por eso no lo comentaron.Otros lo entendieron al igual o mejor qve yo 

mismo,Le o su yosici6n pilitica le� Lapuso mordaza por mas que en nada seco�-

y>ronetian. En ca!'J1)io) de nunerosas ::_1ersonaliclades latino y nortear1ericD,nas y ele

revistas cient:1.ficas y polÍ tica�-reci1Ji nnmc osas y e��pontaneas opiniones que
1concuerdan con la de U. IiJsto me ha causaclo un desengaví.o TJor lo aue toca a i:li nai - � � / 

ne:.·o por otra pa :nte me !}roduj o lloncla satisfacción, pues o.1 aparecer la seg;'nda 

ediciÓn-aue contenclrá esas opj.niÓnes-pocl á verse en ué.�ico y en e extra' .i e.-. 

ue el juicio intelectual de el nrinci1ml canclic1_ato a la 1'.lresidencia,..�uc tam-
: .. i ·en es '1 i canclidato-.está a la al tL1ra d,�1 üc muy al tas !)ersonalidactes cientí-

:ficas y pol:1ticas úe Norte y Guc.l J�oiérica.Ad.ju:1t.0 a e,ta carta nna co11ia 1le cli-
ehas opiniones cuyos orir:inales o ·tún en mi poclcr y en uanto la se�uncla et.i-
cj_Ón esté te i d.:rw.,rlq, tenrl __ é vcrcl..:v::lc11 0 pJ ,1cc:" en ro:ai tü�le aJ..::;·mo:::: e j o;;.rplares ac-

virtien �o ele rinte::-imno f_!Ue he he ,ho } iteras correcci0nes e inc�_uiclo articu·r os 

nuevos. 
Hace un afio aproximada1:aen te dirigí a U. un Prot.,1'a;:1a. üo la ....,ircccié,�.,. a 1"!i car-

. t ; ; go,:por cnnocer el 111 ·eres que tiene U.por todo lo relativo a nuestra poblacüm

y .1 los p11obl Ci;m.s ouc le son inherentes, pc·.·o como tul vez no t.a J Iegal o � su 

•)Ou.er por ·�1as eme r:c valí del conducto de la Secreta.ría de r• -�101�r2, con est� f ch 

manc�.o otro eje"rplar. 

1 _eclararine �artülario de U. en las l'> oxiMas clec�iones, asi cm10 varios 
· _ ami';os eme piensan como yó, d�1)o advertir que :fiel a lo �me antes exnnse y a ni

moclo do se durante el_ gob:Lerno del Sr c·,rr:=cnza, '301 o dci:,eo colabora:::- en ni mo-

d c�ta es:fera a la real· zaci6n .-1..e1 ii1_ePl nue, ceno U., yo t'"''fJien nersic;o tnsistcn 
tc;10ntc; • ¿ el �dclanto d��l país y h"'.. r>1e20-r1e � ,....1 .... 1 ( --. ; :...� ..... 

.;.. -' ;IJ J.. ._...,;,,..,-1.., ' 



r1..,nente n.ac:ionu.ltsta.s y libcrales.:iro eles o o mcdrns nJ roen.' 1pcnsas. U. 0s un ho:-1h1 

sincero, '!onr2,tlo y Dnante ele su !Jatria;yo tambien creo serlo aunaue en esca1 � 

nas h-:..nnilde.Esto erJ:,lica 11is r;inpat1-8,S. 

Con nis ri.cj ores votos por sw triun:fo, llUC concc:,túo segu;. ... o, envio a U. 

:!11.is atentas ex1Jresiones y quedo a sus :rer;-N1t�bler.; ordcne:1 r:;u af'r10 ami,<J;o y · 

s.s. ; 

Eanuel Ga::1io. 



LA REVISTA 

El Empirismo de los Gobiernos 
Latino-Americanos 

Y el Empirismo de sus Relaciones con los Estados Unidos 

Por Manuel Gamio, Director del Departamento de Antropologia, Sria. de Agri­
cultura y Fomento. México.· 

ESTE artículo :l;ue escrito para el XX
Congreso · de Americanistas que debe- g 

ría efectuarse en Río J aneiro, Bra­
sil, durante el mes de junio de 1919; pero 
que por diversos motivos se transfirió para 
el próximo año de 1920. 

orientaciones y conceptos que sería largo 
enumerar, se ha procurado por gobiernos 
bien intencionados, comenzando por el del 
gran Bolívar, redimir a �uestros pafaes, 
arrancarlos del entorpecimiento que los pa· 
raliza, remover el crónico malestar_ en que 
se debaten. Desgraciadamente los resulta· 
dos han sido poco o nada satisfactorios. 
Seguimos viviendo débiles, desorientados, 
decadentes y pobres, en tanto que los Es· 
tados Unidos son cada vez más vigorosos, 
sanos, ricos y felices. 

Los países latino-americanos han abri­
gado casi siempre visible desconfianza, y 
más o menos velada animadversión hacia 
los Estados Unidos. · Muy justificadas causas 
pretéritas explican esos sentimientos con 
respecto a algunos países del Sur, como 

15 
acerquemos, nos comprendamos y estimemos1 
Ahora bien, en tanto. que no haya una sin­
cera comprensión y una positiva convergen­
cia de ideales e intereses entre latino y 
norteamericanos, será fácil y muy probable 
que los sentimientos de · animadversión 2e 
desarrollen ostentosa u ocultamente hasta 
que no exista fuerza humana que evite ex­
ploten en un conflict_o desastroso. La justa 
y sensata gestión del Presidente Wilson. h� 
disminuído mucho, en seis. años de actividad 
los peligros de un conflicto que quizá- lo 
haga imposible para el futuro, merced a la 
Liga de Naciones. Sin embargo, como es 
seguro que en la . .Liga de Naciones se ig· 
noren las peculiarísimas condiciones que 
presiden_ el modo de . ser de los. países latino· 
americanos, ya que hastJJ, en los Congresos 
Panamericanos han quedado ignoradas di­
chas condiciones, precisa que cuanto antes 
se adopten nuevas orientaciones que .con­
duzcan al auto-conocimiento de las pobla· 
ciones latino-americanas y al conocimiento. 
de ellas por los Estados Unidos. 

Si los procedimientos qué los -latino-amE>· 
ricanos hemos emplea.do, desde hace un siglo, 
para conocer y redimir a nuestras poblacio-

La mayor parte de los pueblos de la 
América Latina, nunca han podido cons­
tituir verdaderas naciones: deficiente explo­
tación de recursos naturales, atraso cultural, 
malestar económico, prolongados gobiernos 
despóticos o constantes' revoluciones intes­
tinas, esos y otros fenómenos desfavorables 
al desarrollo de la población se han suce- · 
dido sin interrupción qesde hace siglos, ha­
ciéndose por consecuencia. imposible el es­
tablecimiento del bienestar. social y la for­
mación de la nacionalidad. En cambio, ha­
_cia el Norte, en los Estados Unidos, sucedió· 
precisamente lo contrario, pues aun cuando 
la colonización dei territorio fue más tardía 
que en los países del Sur, pronto se hizo la 
Nación y se formó la Patria, y muy pronto 
se alcanzó el bienestar general. Allí nunca 
se han entronizado gobiernos despóticos y 
sólo hubo una gran guerra civil, la cual, 
en vez de P!:._oducir l!>JI_- rolon_g_� trªst.or· 
nos que suelen perdurar entre nosotros, trajo 
eonsi:go más libertades y mayor bienestar. 
¡A qué se debe el fracaso de los pueblos 
de origen indo-hispano'-lusitanó de América, 
y a qué el contrastante desarrollo triunfal 
de los anglo-sajones i 

Scene at the French Hospital in Mexico City on July 14th 

Ya han sido autorizada y definitivamente 
rechazados los prejuicios que hacían atri­
buir inferioridad o superioridad intelectual 
a unas razas con respecto a otras, así que 
excluimos desde luego este punto de vista. 
Tampoco puede atribuirse tan saliente con­
traste a una diferencia de vigor y resis­
tencia física entre las agrupaciones huma· 
nas del Sur y las del Norte,- pues las dotes 
físicas de la población del Sur, principal­
mente de la indígena, no son, comparati­
vamente, inferiores a las que. J?resenta la 
población del Norte. Mucho se ha dicho 
que la decadencia cultural de la población 
europea, que fue nuestra antecesora, explica 
n_uestro actual estado, pero tal argumento Escena en el Hospital Francés de la Ciudad de México el 14 de Julio 

es muy diséutible ya que' los e1'émenlos' ex: � 'México; Colombia, Nicaragua, etc:, et'c., pero 
-tranjeros fundadores a.e nuestro mestizaje hay otros motivos injustos que en buena
venían de"uiia nación que entonces estaba parte originan dichos sentimientos. Uno de 
en el apogeo de su cultura, de su riqueza ellos consiste en la desazón natural, huma­
y poderío, dotes estas que en parte se re· na, inevitable, que produce a un hombre 
flejaron en algunas de sus colonias, como la pobre, débil y triste, contemplar a su ve­
N ueva España, que llegó a ser el primer cino, vigoroso, rico y feliz; "el hombre 
centro cultural americano; además, no debe débil'' somos los latino-americanos, '' el 
olvidarse que la mayoría de la población hombre fuerte'' los norteamericanos. Otra 
de lo.s países a que nos referimos en estas causa no menos importante o quizá más, 
líneas es indígena, no pudiéndosele aplicar es la siguiente: Si nosotros mismos, los 
dicho razonamiento, aun cuando fuese ve- latino-americanos, nos desconocemos, si ig­
rídico. La · riqueza territorial de los Esta- · noramos · nuestras propias necesidades y los
dQs Unidos, tampoco basta para explicar medios de satisfacerlas, si no podemos en­
ti�preponderante y maravilloso desarrollo contrar nuestro camino de Damasco, ¡cómo 
de su población, ya que el suelo de Amé- es posible esperar que los norteamericanos 
rica es providencialmente rico y productivo, nos conozcan y atinen con los medios ade­
-lesde Alaska hasta la Patagonia. cuados para hacer que ello1;1 y nosotros sea-

De acuerdo con las anteriores y etras "mos paralelamente ricos y felices, que nos

nes han fracasado hasta hoy; si todavía no 
suministran éxito real y tangible, los me­
dios usados por los Estados Unidos para 
producir una benéfica y sincera inteligencia 
entre norte y sud-americanos por falta de 
mutuo conocimiento, i por qué no éaminar 
por nue.;,.os senderos y adoptar otras ideas 1

En !luestra opinion, buena parte del gran­
dioso desarrollo alcanzado por los Estados 
Unidos, se debe originalmente a la homo­
geneidad racial, a !a comunidad de manifes­
taciones culturales de ideas, de hábitos y 
de costumbres y á la unificación linguística 
de su población. En efecto, los norteame­
ricanos están ligados entre sí por afinida· 
des étnicas fundadas en la común ascen­
dencia caucásica de los habitantes que puc 
blan ,su territorio. Los indioa, insignificantes 
en número, y los negros, que suman varios 

1 
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culture, their ideas, habits, customs and 
language. The N orth Americans . are bound 
to one another by ethnical affinities found­
ed iri their common Caucasian o'rigin. The 

Indians, insignificant in number, and the 

colored people which amoúnt to Beveral mil­
lions, are fatally condemned to be absorbed 
by the white population. As to culture­
that is, as .. to ethic, aesthetic and religious 
ideas, to, ambitions, ideals and national in-

. stituti.. :ns, to customs and usages, 'etc.-a 
surprising cohesion and uniform:ity are ob­
served. In fact he who has lived in the 
gigantic New York and in the meanest 
town of Texas, cán detect, here and there, 
and everywhere hardly hidden under super­
ficial differences, the same American spirit, 
unmistakable, unique, typieal. The unani­
mous, admiI:able and powerful effort of all 
the Ameri�an social groups hastening to 
give their share U.'lff-ing the recent war 
off:irs a most eloquent testimony of the 
unity of national feeling. 

Finally, the exchange of views among 
Americans is made through the English 
language, more or less cháracterized by its 
phonetics· and . grammatical peculiarities in 
each region of the country, but always com­
prehensible and utilizable for '· the whole 
population. 

W ell then, such nationil.l unity of so 
many facets uridou'\)tedly constitutes the 
main principie, the fundamental oasis of
the American success. . 

On the other hand, the . failure of our 
Latín-American countries is explained by 
the het�og_eneity 9f ra.ce .which implies __ an 
ethnical strangeness of the white . inhabit­
ants in regard to the natives; the re­
luctance dividing them is positive, uhdeni­
able, and can be detected under any dis­
guise; we' all know how carefully · one must 
use the word '' Indian '' when applying it 
to a Latín-American, white · or mixed, for 

he usually takes · great offense at it. 
In regard to ideas, customs, ambiti'ons, . 

etc., there is such a great divergence among 
'the var'ious gyoups forming the population 
of these countries, that when the inhabitants 
of a regio:rr move. to another within the 
same country they tind such a · diversity of 

. customs and ways of living that they feel' 
as though they were in a foreign coun­
try. (1). The language does also constitute 

a serious hind�ance for social _approximation, 
because the coexistence of Spanish and 
Portuguese with numberl�ss Indian dialects 
and languages makes diffieult, if not im­
possible, the communication among the 
diverse communities forming each country. 

May the public welfare be achieved, the 

nationality be. formed and the- eommon-. 
fatherland be constituted in , countries 
lacking national unity1 Undoubtedly no. 

Now then, if we are to try the difficult 
and slow. task of the ethnieal-lihguistic­
cultural unification of our populations, it is 
indispensable, _as I said · before, to previ­
otisly · get acquainted with them, but not 
me.rely to get an indirect, superñeial and 
empirieal knowledge of them, but to study 
them scientifically and. by personal ex­
periences. On the other hand, by getting 1 • acquainted with the Latín-American peoples 
the North Americans shall be able to de­
vise the- only and trµ_e means they must 
resort to in order to attain a sincere and 
equitable Pan-American understanding. 

MEXICAN RE V LE W 

In the book entitled "Forjando Patria'' mental system which has prevailed fo, 
puhlished by the undersigned in 1917, (2j long time. 
as well as in the articles entitled "Revisi61. "Our extensive territory does not o 
de las Constituciones Latino-Americanas'' fer the regúlar geographical, biological · ,1 
("Revising the Latín American Cou3ti- c_limatic conditions which in other e.,, 1 
tutions") and "El Instituto Antropo- tries have existed and helpéd to t�e fo'r,11 
lógico Central de México'' (' 'The Central tion o.f populations which are ethnic,, '. 
Anthropological Institute of Mexico") (3), culturally and linguistically homogeni > .s·, 
written for the second Pan-American but on the contrary, niany and very 
Scientific Congress at Washingtpn, he ferent regional conditions co;ntribute 

submitted to the éonsidera,tion of the strongly to g'ive a great variety to '1f 
Congress several arguments on this· topic. Mexicari population.- ·= -= 
Later on, in 1918, he gave a concrete form, • '' Our people are not indeed homogen •() 
within a strict method, to various proposi- but heterogeneous and dissimilar, since vÍ·"'. 
tions in the '' Program -of the Anthropol- various elements differ among themselvi" i i 
ogical Institute'' (formerly known as historical ai¡tecedents, racial characteriht. , 
Bureau of Areheologic and Ethnographic the aspects of their material a¿id int, ,.
Studies") (4). Distinguished Americanista, tual culture and even in the expre· .�,, 
Messrs. Frederick Starr and Philip Ains- each element makes of its ideas by m J .• �� 

worth 'Means among them, 'designed to ap- of sevéral dialects and languages. • 
,prove and ·give their · enthusiastic support "In short, it may be ·stated, witli .,, 1 
to this new conception of Americanism, and justice, that the Mexican population ib , ,. 
we might quote their articles "The Mexican aggregate of regional peoples, little· kn ''n, 
Situation-Manuel Gamio 's Program,'' writ- abnormally developed, and more or les c.,,: 
ten by· the· former, and '' Race Appreciation ferent to each other, this depending ón h, 
in Latín America,'' '' Race Appreciation and degree of. difference and divergenc, 
Democr:;tcy," and "Race· Society in the their innate actual characteristics, on ' < 
Andean Countries," (5) written by the lat- geographical, elimatie and geological c , ' 
ter. The Latín and the North American tions of the regions where they live, ,,.n,l 
pr_ess also aecepted the new eonception with on their' racial, cultural and linguistic 

, lively interest (6). tecedents . 
. Once these antecedents have been dis- "In view of the abo ve consideratiol! ,. · 1t 

closed let us make a concrete statement of has seemed convenient to concrete · as 
the two propositions constituting the con- eendelital tendeneies of the Bureau, 
clusive part of our thesis. following: First: The gradual acquf I•' • 

of knowledge referring to the racial ,) 
The Acquamta.nce ., of the Latin-Ameqcan acteristics, the manifestations of mah ·' 

It is a pressing necessity to undertake 

the study of our population and to in­
vestigate the practica! means to hav.e our 
governments remedy the necessities and 
áatisfy the ambitions of our several peoples, 
and endeavor to unify them. This has to 
be done in accordance with the social 
sciences, the applica,tion of which has been 
always disregarded by our statesmen and 
rulers. Only · then shall our peoples possess 
the prosperity they are entitled to and shall 
be authorizedly governed, while armed :floree 

and gov�rnmental:' empiricism shall be 
·automat.ically abolished-the only laws �hich
unfortunately llave rtiled for a long time ·
the destinies of Latín America.

Mexico took already the first steps to
that end, · as proven by the fact that the
President of the Republic and the Secre­
tary of Agriculture and , Promotion (Fo­
mento) have approved and given their offi­
cial support to the réalization of the '' Pro­
_gram of_ the Antropolog� BureaJI," form­
ed by the undersigned and already dev.elop­
ed in almost all its parts as regards the
inhabitants of the Valley of Teotihua­
can. (7)

Consider_ing that it may' be timely to
make known the . essential part of said pro­
gram, let us ii:isert it herein:

'' Our population, especially that of the 

indigenous race, has remained unknown up
to the présent time in its most transcen:
dental aspects, and therefóre it has been
deficiently ruled, for one cannot govern
logically what one does not know, and of
course the development of the _population
is· �ecessarily defe.etive' �nd abnormal as a
logical consequence of 0the empirical govern-

. añd iñte1Tec't�U!t1Il'r,"' the-dialects .. j 
languages, the economic situation and , f 

, ph.;ysical and 1:iiologic conditions of , ·f 
actual and future regional peoples of t' f 
Republic. Second.-The investigation oi 
adequate methods to promote the a-i ·�.1· 

eeonomic, physical and intellectual dev 1;c. , 
ment of said peoples. Third.-To prq:�''( 
the racial approximation, the cultural u,'i ".1', 

. 1 
the unity of language and the eeon\ m•. 
equilibrium of su�h peoples, since onl; '!' 
such nieans can t�ey be led to form 2 % 
herent and well define.d nationality 
true country. 

'' What program shall be followed 
study of our regional peoples accordin¡{ t� 
such tendenciesi Th� ethnical, cult" , , 
Iin-guistic and historical · di versity ofi .J 
by such peo ples as well as the great .. 
ference there is in the geographic r: ,,.1 
biologic conditions of the regions the¡, , 
habit f-Orbid us to establish a unique ,i­
gram to be used in_ studying them all'; '-"J•.' 
therefore it seems more logical to j Ol'TC. 
severa! progr.ani, one co.rres onding to r·í'.<.lt 
type of the said regional peoples. 

'' The. first regional pe_ople this Bu, e· 
has undertaken to study is formed by ; i 
090 inhabitants 'of the Valley of ·Teoti: ,u 
cán, and it may be considered as a rE rt· 
sentative type of the regional peoples o. 
the Central Plateau. The plan fór the 
vestigations effeeted is as follows: 

"The Géographic Environment. 
"The Biological En viront:?ent. 
'' The Pre-Hispanic Population. 
'' The 'colonial Population. 
'' The Popul,ation of the XIX Centu?.- , 
. '' Biologieal, . Social, Ethnical, CulJ;¡¡ 

Liguistic and Economic conditions of · 
actual population. 
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millones, están fatalmente destinados a ser. 2,bsorbidos por la población blanca. En cuanto a cultura, es decir, a ideas P.tieas, estéticas y religiosas, a aspirnciones, a idea­les, a instituciones nacionales, a u�oa y costumbres, etc., etc., se nota cohésión y convergencia sorprendentes. En efecto, quien ha vivido en la gigantesca New York y en el último poblacho de Te;x:as, siente palpitar, mal oculto por diferencias super­ficiales, el mismo espíritu americano · in­confundible, únie.o, típicq. El unánime, ad­mirable y-vigoroso esfii.erzo con qüeías­agrupaciones sociales americanas se apresu­raron a contribuir con motivo de la re­ciente guerra, ofrece testimonio elocuente de unificado criterio nacional. Por último, el cambio de ideas se hace por medio del idioma inglés, más o menos diferenciado en su fonética y en su gramá­-tica de acuerdo con la diversidad de re­giones; pero comprensible y utilizable pa­ra la totalidad de. la población. Pues bien·, esa unidad nacfonal de múl­tiples facetas, constituye a: no dudar, el principio, la base fundamental del éxito americano. En cambio, el fracaso de, nuestros países latino-americanos se explica por la hetero· geneidad de raza que trae consigo el aleja­miento étnico de los pobladores blancos con respecto a los aborígenes; esta repugnancia es positiva, innegable por más que se trat<'l de disfrazarla; todos sabemos con cuantas reservas debe usarse la palabra ''indio'' al aplicarse a un latino-americano, blanco o mestizo, pues generálmente se considera 
g Con respecto á ideas, costumbres, aspira­ciones, etc., etc., hay tan gran divergen­cia entre las agrupaciones que forman la población, . que cuando habitantes de una región se ·dirigen a otra del mismo país; encuentran tal diversidad de costumbres y modos de vida, que les parece hallarse en suelo extranjero. (1) El idiomi¡, .constituye también un obstáculo serio para el acerca· miento social, pues la coexistencia del es­pañol o el portugués con numerosas lenguas y. dialectos indígena� imposibilita_ la ampliay fácil comunicación entre las diversas agru­paci-¡j.úes de que consta la población.¿Puede establecerse el bienestar público, formarse la nacionalidad y constituirse la patria, en países que carecen -de unidad nacional 1 Indudablem_ente que no. Ahora bien, para intentar la difícil y lar­guísima tarea que entraña la unificación étnico-lingüística-cultural de nuestras pobla­ciones, es indispensable, como ante's dije, el conocimiento previo de las mismas, pero no el conocimiento indirecto, superficial, em· pírico, sino el científico y experimental. Por medio del auto-conocimiento de sus 'poblaciones podrán los latino-americanos iniciar con éxito la formación de sus futu· ras nacionalidades. En cambio, el conoci­miento . de las poblaciones latino-americanas por parte de los norteam.e_ricanos, permitirá a éstos deducir los verdaderos y únicos me· di,os que deban. emplearse par.a conseguir una sincera y equitativa inteligencia pan-ame-. ricana .. En el libro "Forjando Patria" que pu­blicó el suscri_to en 1917 (2), así como en los artículos titulados: '' Revisión de las Oonstituc;iQnes Latinoamericanas'' y '• El Instituto Ap.tropológico Central de México,'' que escribió para el II Congreso Científic.o 

Pan-Americano en Washington (3)°, ·phisentó a la consideración de los americani.i¡tas ·di­versos razonamientos sobre este tópico. Mas tarde, en 1918, concretó metódicamente di· versas proposicio�es en· el '' Programa de la Dirección' de Antropología" (anteriormente Dirección de Estudios Arqueológicos y Etno­gráficos). ( 4) Distinguidos americanistas, entre ellos los señores Frederi.ck Starr y Philip Ainsworth Means, se· dignar.on apro­bar y apoyar entusiastamente este nuevo concepto americanista, pudiénclose citar sus artículos '' The Mexican Situation: Manuel Ga.mio 's Program,'' del primero, y '' Race Appreciation. in Latin America,'' '' Race· Appreciation and Democracy" y "Race and Society in the Andean Countries," (5) del segundo. La ,prensa latino y norteamerica­na la acogió. también con interés.· (6) Expuestos los anteriores antecedentes, va· mos . a concretar las dos proposiciones que constituyen la parte concluyente de · nuestra tesis: 
El Conocimi.ento de los Países Latino-Americanos por Sí Mismos 

cultura mate�ial e intelectual· y en la ex­pres1on que de sus ideas hace por me"dio de numerosos idiomas y· dialeétos. "En resumen, puede justificadamente asentarse que la población mexicana es un conjunto de poblaciones regionales, poco co­nocid.as, anormalmente des11,rrolladas y más o menos diferentes entre sí, según es elgrado de diferenciación y divergencia clé sus-c:¡'.racterísticas innatas actuales, de las con-diciones geográficas, climatéricas y biológi­c"as d-e las regiones que habitan y de susantecedentes raciales, culturales y !iiiguís­ticos.' ' En vista de las anteriores considera-ciones, !�a. parecido conveniente concTetar,como tendencias t1,ascendentales de la Di·rección, la� siguientes: lo.-Adquisici6n gra­dual de. conocimientos referentes a las ca·racterísticas raciales, a las· manifestacionesde cultura material. e intelectual; a losidiomas y dialectos, . a la situación económi­ca y a las condiciones .de ambiente físicoy biológico de las poblaciones regionalesactuales y pretéritas de_ la República. · 2o.­I:rivestigación de los medios adecuados pai:aEs urgente emprender el estudio de nues- fomentar el actual desarrollo económico, tras poblaciones e investigar� los medios físico e intelectual de dichas poblaciones. prácticos .. para que los gobiernos rem�dieii 30.-P1·eparación del acercamiento racial, de . y · satisfagan sus necesidades y. aspiraciones la fusión cultural, de�la unificación lingüís­y procuren su unificación. Esto tiene que tica y del equilibrio económico de dichas hacerse 'inspirándose en las ciencias sociales agrupaciones, las que sólo así formarán· una cuya aplicación ha siclo . tan clesdeñ.ada ., por nacionalidad coherenté y définida y una políticos y gobernantes. Nuestros pueblos verdadera patria. poseerán en ton ces el bienestar a que tien.en ¡, Qué programa debe presidir al estudio de derecho y serán autorizadament,;:i gobernados nuestras poblaciones regionales, ele acuerdo quedan máti ame t· __l¡_olidas l �o e.s.!as_ ten4encias, La divei:sidM�é.tnica, za armada y"-el emplrismo gubernamentál, cultural, lingüística e histórica que pr.esen· leyes · únicas que desgraciadamente han re- tan dichas poblaciones así como la diferen­gido por largo tiempo los destinos de la cia ele condiciones geográficas: y biológicas América Latina. de las regiones que habitan, vedan el es-México di_ó ya los primeros pasos en tal tablecimiento de un programa único adap­sentido, como lo demuestra el hecho de que table al estudio de todas ellas, por lo que el Presidente de la República y el Secre- parece más lógico formular programas que tario de Agricultura y Fomento h_an apro· cor�espondan a cada· tipo de población re­bado y apoyado oficialmente la realización gional. del '' Programa de la Dirección de Antro· '' La priméra pobla.ción regional cuyo . es:pología,'' formulado por· el suscrito y de�'. . tudio ha emprendido esta Dirección, s�niá: arrollaclo ya en casi todas sus partes con 10,000 .habitantes Y' es '1á que .. h�bita el '.vt referencia a la población del Valle de Teo- !fo · de Teotilmacán, pudiendo: considerái-s�"ietihuacán. (7) coi:ti.o tip& répre'sentativo d'e poblaciones. re-. Como puede ser oportuno hacer conocer g:i.o.riales de la Mesa Central. Eri seguida' se. en estas líneas la parte esencial ele dicho expone él plan de investigaciones efectúa-- programa, la transcribimos en se-guida: das: "Hasta. la fecha, nuestra población; es- "Ambiente geográfico. pecialmente la de origen indígena; ha pe:r: '' Ambiénte biológico. manecido desconocida en sus aspectos más '' La población colonial.· trascendentales, y por lo tanto, ha sido de- ."La: población ·en·e1··Siglo __ XIX.. .. . . ficientemente gobernada, pues no puede go- '' Condiciones biológicas, sociales, étñicas;-bernarse lógicamente lo que se desconoce,. y culturales, lingüísticas y económicas de la claro es que el clesarrollo ele la población poblacióp. actual.'' · . . es forzosamente defectuoso y anórmal, como 'G' di A t · ad · F t 1 e . 1, . , 1 , . .. t e os u onz os para ornen ar e on-consec uencia ogica e.e empinco sis ema gu- veniente Desarrollo Económico Físico e · b_er,namental que la ha regido desde remotos telectual de la Población Actual. ./1'. tiempos.. ·· · "Nuestro extenso territorio no ofrece las Una de las principales dificul�adés con que regulares condiciones geógráficas, biológicas se ha tropezado al hacer_ las citadas· inve�-..y climatéricas que en otros países han pi:e- tigaciones, consiste en qué,· hoy' .·por·�hoy;· 
sidiclo a la formación ele poblaciones étnicas, contamos en. nuestros p_aíses. con re·ducido·, número de especialÍsta¡; ; .. sociólogos,. antro-:, pologistas, etnógrafos, lingüistas, �te;; .. etc.,. y es casi. imposible impar�ir es¡ts, _ens�ñan­zas especiales, pues son múy po_cos. !_os· P{O· fesorés aptos, cléficiencja explicable, y¡¡. que .. 

cultural y linguísticamente homogéneas, sino por. el contrario, múltiples y distintas con-diciones regionales influyeron poderosamente en la cliferencia.ción ele la población mexi-cana. n Ünca se les. han dacio faciliclacÍes ele vida;"En efecto, nuestra población no es viéndose forzados a· dea.i�¡r m{iy s';cuiidaf mogénea sino heterogénea y disímbola;, rlii.s activldades a ·in;esÚgadiólies 1l�p�ciaTii,.:· que difiere en antecedentes históricos, en tas, para eiíca'i.Ízar siis'.-e'sfuet�bs ��<·fiib;¿¡gr; 
'"'"t«ísUcrur rncfal";.,. ··¡;¡ód;Íia,�¡· ��:E:7 p:.:...
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18 THE 
Means authorized to promote the con­

venient economic, physical and intellec­
tual development of the actual 

population. 
One of the main difficulties met in making these investigations is that at pre­sent we have in ou� country a very small nu�ber of specialists, sociologists, anthropo­logists, ethnographists, linguists etc 'etc . . ' ., .,and It Is almost impossible to give special courses on such matters because 'there are 

;ery :ew efficient teachers. This deficiency IS easily explained, for we -have never given :my means · of livelihood to such specialüt, an� therefore they have been compelled to d_evote. only secondary aetivities to investiga­tions m order to devote their main efforts 
to more profitable undertakings. Tliese 
obstacles may be met by sending young 
Latin-Americans to European and North American scientific centers where they shall 
take up with great profit. the special studies 
alluded to, if they are properly preparad
for it, in three or four years. (8) 

In accordance with these views the Mex­
ican Governm,ent endeavors to perform an
effectual task in various national scientific 
institutions such as the National University 
t�e. National Museum a;rd the Anthropolo'. 
!?cal Bureau, even though it is fully rea­
hzed that the special courses of such educa­
tional centers are partly deficient. In 
order to obtain still better results the 
Government has started sending a few Mex­
ican students to foreign Universities, the 
Harvard University having been the first 
onr- ':, recel "'l a Mexica bey who=is­
actually making ethnographic and archeolo­
gical studies. It is something remarkable 
regarding this student that half the tuition 
is disbursed by the Mexican Governmont 
while the said University disburses the 
other half. 
The United States and Their Knowledge of 

Latin-America 
Th(l foreign diplomatic legations in the 

countries organized like Latin�America have 
never, or seldom, got acquainted with the 
peoples of such oountries. They only know 
a very small group of the leading class, 
speoially the rulers and the politicians . 
But the enormous remainder of the anony­
mous. masses, difficult to understand even to 
their own leaders, remains hidden to the 
eyes of the foreign diplomatist, hidden and 
inert, meaningless despite being the quiet 
seed-bed where originally germinate the 
fundamental activities and the great motions 
of t.he peoples. 

The investment of money in the. exploita­
tion of an enterprise in any country, does · 
not neoessarily imply the acquaintanoe of 
the foreign investor with such 'country, and 
much less his knewledge of the people of 
that country:. At most, he may know the 
economic aspect of the country as regards 
similar enterprises to the one in which he is 
to invest his money� as well as the small 
group of the population connected with 
such enterprise. 

The religious missionaries sent by foreign 
churches to our countries know only of th� 
religious aspect of the individuals they 
come in touch with, and of course- they 
apply• th6l special criterion necessarily de­
rivad from �heir religious c1eed. 
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MINISTER BONILLAS 
RETURNS TO WASHINGTON 

the American troops crossing tne li , 
Juar.ez, and that further diplomatic e 
sion regarding the incident is wholl: 

No Reason for Friction Between the Two necessary. 
Countries-Educational Ties the Best The Mexican diplomat laid part'., i1 

emphasis on the proposed establishmei 
!"leans of Friendship. exchanges between the National Uni;, ,. , 

A MBASSADOR Bonillas, who has for of Mexico and American colleges. _ 
severa] year� represe.nted this coun- � 'Educational ties are the strongest, 
try at Washrngton With great ability said. "I know that from my own 

and satisfaction to both Governments perience. The movement which has . . , 
--Tisited Mexico City early in July for the __!�d for the exchange of Mexir n 
purpose of consulting with the President American students between the univer 
as well as for a vacation from the arduous of the two countries is one calculate� 
duties at his post. On his return he was much good and is one that is goin 
entertained at a breakfast given him by grow. Ever.r inducement will be of: 
prominent citizens of San Antonio, in the American students by my governmen 
course of which he made some interesting encourage their attendance at our un 
remarks. sities. 

"President Carranza wishes you t� know 
that he is a· lover of American traditions 
and has a very kind feeling for the Amer­
ican people," said Mr . Bonillas. 

"I say educational ties 
last, for by that means the 
intimate knowledge of the 
a country may be learned. 

are ties 
best and 
institution 

Friendship1 
Celebrating July 14th at the Tivoli in Mexico City 

Celebrando el 14 de Julio en el Tivoli México, D. F. 
'' He asked me to state that when cir­

cumstances permit he intends to make a 
visit to the United States. President Car­
ranza, is not a stranger to the American 
people. He remembers with pleasure his 
previous visita to the United States.'' 

Ambassador Bonillas said that friendly 
relations between his gÓvernment and that 
of the United States were one of the chief 
desires of his heart. '' Circumstances may 
seem bad at times," he said, "but these 
things can be adjusted, and will be, I 
think.'' 

Arhbassador Bonillas would not discuss 
the message whieh he was bearing from 
President Carranza to President Wilson, but 
it is understood to- be in the nature of in­
formation showing the stability of the Mex­
ican governmeítt and the possibility of 
establishing the best of relations between 
the two republics without the necessity 
of military intervention on the part of the 
United States in Mexico. It is known to 
be the belief of the Ambassaé1Pr tliat not 
even the slightest friction has resultad 
between the two countries on account of 

formed which are never forgotten. I c, 
the years of my attendance at an A: 
ican university among the most plea 
of my life.'' 

As a result of his better understanr 
of the American people through his An 
can college training, the Ambassador pt 
ed out that he had been instrumental 
correeting many_ wrong opicfons_at!long 
countrymen, as well as at the embassJ 
Washington. 

Dr. Oviedo Mota, rector of the Uni 
sity of Michoacan at Morefia, Mexicq 
accompanying the Ambassador to Wasb• 
ton. He is making a study of the metl 
of American colleges and universities, 
pecially those of the East, and will • 
these in advancing the interests of 
own institution. 

A public reading and lectura room 
been opened adjacent to the library 
the Department of In_dustrY. and Comm 
Periodicals of all kinds both nativa 
foreign will be kept on file for the 
of visitors. 
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salvarse enviando jóvenes latino-americanos EL EMPIRISMO DE LOS GOBIERNOS a centros científicos europeos y norteameri- LATINO-ÁMERICANOS. canos en los que, si están previamente pre- , (Continúa de la página 19). parados, cursarán con fruto los antes aludi- si nada ha influído en las relaciones dedos estudios especiales, en tres o cuat.ro ambos países, según demostraremos después.años; (8) El conocimiento de los periodis.tas es mucho Consecuente con estas ideas, el Go?ie�no más reducido, pero pudiera ser mayor side México procura hacer labor efectiva no estuvieran, con raras excepciones, mol­en varios centros científicos nacionales, co- deados e identificados con el criterio de losmo son la Universidad Nacional, el Museo editores a quienes representan, los cuales,Nªcional y la Dirección de ..Antropología, 11aturalmente no eonocena los atilio-=áme-por mas.,que comprende las deficiencias que . · '. ncanos. indefect1bl,.�mente presenta la enseñanza es, . Considerarem'.os concretamente el caso depecial en dicho� . c�ntros. Pa�.ª contrarres- uno de esos. países extranjeros, por ejemplo,tar esto se ha _m1c1�do el envio �radual de los Estados Unidos, con respecto a uno deJovenes a Umvers1�ades. extranJeras, co- los países latino-americanos; supongamosmenzando por la Umvers1dad de H�rward, México: ¡En qué se ha fundado siempreen l� que actualme�t� cursa �studios e�- el Gobierno. de los Estados Unidós paranograficos y arqueolog1cos, un Joven mex1- regular sus relaciones oficiales y sus senti­cano,. siendo notable la circu_nstancia de que mientos nacionales con respecto a México Jla mitad de la beca_ de que �oza es ex- Además ·de principios universales de legis­pensad� por el Gob1:rno . Mexicano y la !ación internacional, el Departamento de Es,otr_a mitad por la Umvers1dad mencionada. tado de Washington ha tomado en cuentaEl _Conocimiento de los Países Latino-Ame- para sus decisiones, cuatro fuentes de in-ricanos por los Estados Unidos formación: Primero, Los informes diplo-

Las delegaciones diplomáticas extranjeras máticos. Segundo, Los informes consula­
en los países de índole de los latino-ameri- res. Tercero, Los informes de la prensa,
canos, nunca O casi nunca han conocido a .Y Cuarto, Los informes particulares <¡ pri-
sus poblaciones ni cuantitativa ni cualita- vados.
tivamente. ·Sólo conocen a la reducidísima Examinemos estas cuatro fuentes infor- ,
parte compuesta por las clases directoras, mativas:
especialmente a los gobernantes y políti- , Informes Diplomáticos.-El advenimiento
cos. Pero el gran resto, la enorme masa del Presidente Wilson a la Presidencia de los
anónima, incomprendida · aún para dichas ,Estados Unidos, trajo consigo un cambioclases, queda de ¡ , ·cos radical en la orientación de dichas infor-ex ranJerOS, OCUlta, inerte, Sin Significación ªni'aClOnéll, a;¡¡ anté'S- ..-�efil<tll COlllO no obstante que es el semillero silencios� dencia la conveniencia exclusiva de los Es­donde originalmente germinan las activida- \ados Unidos, en tanto que después han ·des fundamentales y los grandes movi- ,tenido por mira la mutua conveniencia demientos de los pueblos. , ese país y de Méxi!)o. Esto y la circuns!;:,n-El invertir capital en explotación de una cia de contar con un Embajador honrado,empresa en cu_alquier país, no connota pre- culto y sagaz, hace que las actuales infor­cisamente el conocimiento de ese país por el maciones diplomáticas no estén influenciadascapitalista ext:Panjero, ni menos el conocí- por intereses bastardos. Quien examine enmiento de su población; a lo s¡¡.mo se cono- México o en Washington la diversidad de cerá el aspecto económico del país en lo actuaciones de Henry Pratter Fletcher y de referente a empresas análogas a aquella en Henry Lane Wilson, comprenderá la alta que se invirtió el capital, así como el in- justicia y la sabiduría que preside a las significante sumando de población relacio- nuevas orientaciones impuestas por el Fre­
nada con dicha empresa. sidente Wilson. Son pues honradas, just.as Los propagandistas religiosos �nviados por Y\· ecuánimes las informaciones diplomáticasiglesias extranjeras a nuestro país, sólo co- q[ie recibe el Gobierno Americano con res­nocen el aspecto religioso de los in'<lividuos pileto a México, pero por desgracia siguencon quienes viven en contacto, y eso con l · · s:endo unilaterales, limitadas, incompletas,e cnteno especial que forzosamente imprime en ellos su fe religiosa. , pues como ya se dijo antes, se refieren a 

Investigadores científicos, como por ejem-plo, geógrafos, naturalistas, geólogos,�f·· otros más, apenas tienen oportunidad -de coñocer a -ucmo numero de hal5Itañtes. Los maestros' y pedagogos sólo llegan a compenetrarse del modo de ser de los niúm1 a quienes educan, los cuales forman muy reducido número en proporción con el que suma la población. Hay dos grupos de extranjeros cuyas ac­tividades debieran de ser de gran _ trascen­dencia en lo que respecta al con!)eimientc; de nuestras poblaciones: el primero com­prende a los especialistas en ei�neias socia­les: psicólogos, sociólog�s, alitropologistas, etnógrafos y lingüistas; el segundo a los periodistas, principalmente a los correspon­sales de grandes revistas y diarios. Los primeros son indudablemente· quienes más y mejor conocen a la población; pero des­gra!)iadamente, su conocimiento nada o ea· t

Candy and Pastry Store 

· Comer 16 Septiembre Ave. andBolívar. 
Open Until After Theaters Close 

UNIQUE OF ITS KIND 
''l'he new p1:oprietors will attend you f carefully and promptly. The Best 
I Service Given 
¡ Dishes to Or<ler a Specialty 

LEOPOLDO REYES, S. EN C. 
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una reducida parte ele la población, que es la elirigente, sin ocuparse de la mayoría, y cuando lo hacen es de una manera empí­rica, pue� no sólo la Embajada sino aun dichas clases dirigentes ignoran, el modo de ser, las necesidades y aspiraciones de esa mayoría. ,· Informes Consulares.-Las informaciones consulares están reducidas, por razón natu­ral, a cuestiones de intereses entre ambos paises;"" así es que nada o casi nada pre­senta,n sobre los hondos problemas sociales de México. / Informes de la Prensa.-La prensa norte· americana, enemiga de México, ha procura­do eu todo tiempo, enemistar a ambos pue­blos con fines inmediatos de conquista y 

Señor Manuel Gamio, Autor del Pi;esente Estudio. 
miras posteriores ele lucro y despojo. La prensa amiga habla de los prodigiosos re­cursos materiales de México, de sus bellezas artísticas y grandes condiciones éomo lugar ele tourismo, de las dotes y virtudes de sus gobernantes, de toclo lo agradable, risueño· y brillante que en resumen presenta el país; pero de lo principal, de lo profundamente importante, aunque difícilmente visible, de eso no dice nada ni poelría decirlo, pues aun cuando sus redactores tengan la pre­paración psicológica, antropológica y socio­Iógi!la, que es menester para ello, no pue­d� aplicar integral y atinadamente esos 

conocimientos, pues les falta la observación directa de la gran masa de población anó· nima en cuyo seno accionan y reaccionan fundamen-ealmente las actividades sociales. Informes Particulares.-Entre las infor­maciones privada& o particulares, las más importantes corresponden a los· capitalistas, principalmente cuando la producción de los capitales impuestos disminuye o se par'ali­za, pues .�i es bonancible, los capitalistas 
nada tienen que informar a Washington. Huelga decir que esos informes inspirados, con muy honrosas excepciones, en intereses 
naturnlmeate egoístas, no pueden ilustrar el criterio olicial america:no en lo relativo al verdadero conocimiento de la población me­xicana. Las deifás informaciones particulares poco han pesado en el criterio del Departamento ele Estadc. Ahora bien, i pueden considerarse como lógicas, smsatas, justas y cordiales las re­laciones entre los Estados Unidos y México, fundadas en las informaciones a que antes hicimos r�ferencia i Creemos que no. El Pre;idente Wilson, con sabia clari­vielencia r laudable humanitarismo, procuró desde su elevación a la primera magistra­tura, am¡1iar e intensificar sus informacio­nes por éiversos medios, procedimiento que trajo comigo hermosos frutos para la de­mocracia americana. Sin embargo, aun cuando eras informaciones hayan presentado notables características ele honradez y al -trmsmq_,_ 10 ofrecen suficiente. amplitud in­tegral po• las causas ya expuestas, así que es útil pira los Estados Unidos y deseable y conven0'nte para México y los demás países la;ino-americanos, el establecimiento de una meva orientación en las informacio­nes que (On respecto a los países del Sur se reciben e1 Washington, ya que éstas fundan y explican ulteriormente el carácter de las relacione� anglo-sajonas y latino-ame:r.icanas. ¡,Por qué medios puede asegurarse esto1 Los Informes Trascendentales.-Antes di-jimos quu un selecto grupo de intelectuales americanüs, conoce práctica y científicamen­te, a agrupaciones representativas de la mayoría de la población indígena y mes­tiza; nos referimos a los especialista� en ciencias sociales, en particular a los antro­pologista, que han efectuado investigaciones en Mé;xico. Estos hombres, no han venido a México, buscando riquezas 
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vestigations in Mexieo. These men have 
not come to Mexieo in seareh of· material 
wealth or official deeorations. Their ecien­
tifie apostleship of a humanitarian nature 
has eonsisted in analyzing by the light of 
the truth the life eondittons, the sentimente, 
the ambitions and tendeneies of tlle humble 
anonymous Mexiean-Indians and mixed­
who have been negleeted for centurias by 
former regimes and by the ruling ela,sses, 
and who live in idleness merely waiting 
for their long expeeted redemption. This 
kind of foreigners ·(who not Ónly do speak 
Spanish but even try . to aequire a full 
knowledge of the Indian dialeets; who lived 
for months or years in eomfortless huts and 
ate the "tortilla" and peppev of the 
hum ble; · who stua,ied and respecte4 the In-. dians' creed and superstitions and estimated 
in their full value the typical usa.ges and 
customs), are the ones who leave a deep 
and grateful remembrance in the popular 
soul, for such men have lived anong the 
poor in terma of disinterested frieillship, of 
true fraternity, of real humility. fon may 
ask the Zapoteca Indians, or thJ Taras­
ca.ns, the Huicholes, the Mayas, ete as well 
as the "mestizos" of a great number of 
places, about Starr, Hardlicka, Bots, Lum­
holtz, Tozzer and many others and ron shali 
see how a spontaneous and gratllful re­
membranee is in bloom in all the India.ns' 
hearts. 

But if you ask the same peor!,e about 
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ranchera, minera, traders, tourists and other (4) Program of the Board of Arch- t f t' ¡ grea es 1va s or of national civic Americana who also. resided among them, eological and Ethnographic Studies,'' such as the elections, the President o:ypu will see that the India.ns do not re- Department of Agriculture 1'and "Fo- - Republic is seen with his official re·member them at all, or if they do, it is mento." Mexieo, 1917. ,0 or in his daily Jife, or going to ea with all indifferenee. (5) "The Mex1'ean S1'tuat1'on · Manuel vote as a e1't1'zeu. A fil. m was also ' . d Well, then, the very worthy informations Gamio 's Program." ( Frederiek Starr. of his reeent trip to J alise o on ace!\u of sueh investigators regarding social groups The American Journ�l of Soeiology.- ie the inat;guration of the Chamela Rail whieh are representative of an enormous Vol. XXIV.-No. 2.-Sept. 8th. ;N. Y. b- a line of great importanee for themajority of the whole nation, where are "Raee Appreeiation in' Latin America. ie zone it traverses. theyi What is the offieial advantage de- "Philip Ainsworth Mea.ns. Science, al It is .plainly seen in this picturerived therefrom despit-e their importanee·i n·ew-..-Beries. . :XLVTI;. Friday, Sept . .n -the J'rfüllilJJnt nf the Renublic enj0.:ye �Have they contributed to improve the re- 13th, 1918. '' Raee Appreciation arn:l De- le popularity among -the Mexican ---;;-"' lations between bo'th countries 1 It is sad- mocracy." The samJ author. Reprinted ,n pro ven by the demonstrations mude Íl dening to say no. The brilliant studies made from the Journal of Race Development. ,_ honor at the railroad stations of Hu by· those distinguished scientiBts in regard Vol. 9. Num. 2. October, 1918. "Race � pam, Que1·éta1·0, Irapuato, P�e., and to the Mexiean population were printed in and Soeiety in the Andean Count-riee.'' e- main features pf the trip are als<' speeialist publieations destined to be kept The same author. Reprinted from,' 'The 11 eorded, as for instanee the opening of in libraries, museums and other edueational Hispanie American Historical Review.'' Constitutionalist School of Guadalr · centers, and they have given splendid seien- Vol. I. Num. 4. Noveml;>er, 1918. 11 Among other prominent eitizens, are tifie fruits in what eoneerns the abstraet (6) "Revista Jurídica y de 0ieneias :e those of Governor Castellanos Tapia ·L eoneeption of human evolution in our eoun- So_eiales." Buenos Aires, Argentina. "El n the May;or of the Capital City of J a 
tries and, in general, all over the Continentii; Magisterio Ecuatoriano.'' Año I,.' Num. 1_ The beautiful buildings of Guadalajara, ' 
but they have exerted little, if any, in- 12.-Feb. 1918.-Vol. 34. "La Revista y as the State Capitol, the Asylum, the D -
fluence in a praetieal manner in the polieies del Mundo." New York, August, 1916. s, lado 'rheater, the Penitentiary, the V,.óf the White House eoneerning the Latín- July to Sept. 1918. •s Plant, etc., were also taken. Shortly ! ' 
American peoples, notwithstanding the faet (7) This artiele was finished and will ' wards another ·film was made of the 
that sueh wise reports eontain the most be published in . the eourse of the pre- ,_ and its surrounding, ineluding seenes oí' 
solid and trascendental bases upon whieh sent year. . visit made to Guadalajara by the t 
such polieies should be built. (8) The authof of .thilJ, article ma<le sentatives of the San Antonio Cha, 

If the State/ Department at Washington his anthropologiea1 studies in the Colum- of Commeree, and various buildings of 
takes in eonsideration the eonelusions ar- bia University, N f Y. portan ce. There are to be seen , th!J::,. k ·
rived at in the works of those sincere rn- Moniea Church, the Convent of Santa 

· d 'f · h f h ría de - la Graeia-the first one ereete vestigators, an 1 m t e uture t e reporta "SCOTCH TEA" SOLD BY TORREON 
f Id · d b th f · h d GuadalaJ'ara,-the '' Cuauhtemoc'' Tti o o are aeeompame y ose· urms e RESTAURANT KEEPERS. with its splendid N ahoa ornamentat;. by the anthropologists, the so<;iologista, the f · �.,___ _ _ ___ ._,- JN t�e statement �ade by Villa, .re erre , -e e v' ·�=======,........,,,,=====�===:rethnographe1s .u�ist ""b" . .--to elsewhere, ,__e s�ys --t- a so n---..... =-�ili..!'-'=.L-JwiJ.L==-'�=-"''--=c__,;�.;..::.1_t

study the population of the Latin-Amerieau , " mvs = mobile and motorcyele raees; 

U(iARTfCHt.<\ 
Promotor of Athletic Exibitions, 

manager anct promoter of Jack J'ojmson. 
Champion of the World. 
Calle de Tacuba Núm. 15. Méx., D. F. 

countries, the United States polieiés in ita eaptured Torreon he issued an order forbi the small town of San Pedro 
Pan-American relations shall eease to be ding the selling of liquor under an a place where pottery is wonderfully 1 

eireumstances, with a dea'.th penalty attae ed, - made famous by primitive but rgr empirieal and one-sided. 1 
MANUEL GAMIO, ment. True as gospel-he di!l.. indeed. iss talented seulptors sueh as Pantaleon -. 

that order! The restaurant and . eantin duro. The Lake of Cha pala also ap'¡:' Director of the Anthropologieal Board. . th 1·n that film. keepers were hard put to in meetmg México, Mareh, 1919; 
demands of their eustomers until one bega Yucatan has been the subjeet of this 

(1) In Mexieo, for instanee, going the sale of a very fine brand of "Scotc paganda work, and pictures were take
f Tl l t Y t, · E d �1.;__ 1' ts 1'ndustr 'al life. Monterrey offer, rom axca a o uea an; m cua or tea," whieh he s�rved in teapot,>oupa .;m� going from Imbabura to Esmeraldas; in h · d':fl 't• d ""' good subject too with its brewing P saucers, greatly to t e e i ea ion an r�, and its smelters and foundries. Pie ·'-' Colombia from Cauea to Cartágena." freshment of many offieers as well as ei.vJ, (2) "F · d p t · " p N t' were made of the surroundings of H, . OrJan o a na, ro- a 10n- i'ans. No one was shot for eelling this n,,v,,,. l. M G · M · 1916 sillo and the proeess of eultivation of a ism; . am10, exieo, . kind of "tea,'' though ·it must be eonf,.,,Ji (3) "Proeeedings of the II Pan- ehiek-peas; in Culiaean the sugar-ean, i: ed some were half-shot in bo.yiDcg it!. I•' clustry gave a splendid subJ'eet ,· in 11 American Seien tifi.e Congress. " W ash-
ington, 1917.-Pages. 374 and 375.-See- was ncit the "Lipton" br.and, but th� 0� tlan. birjl 's eye views were made of 
tion I.-Anthropology.-Col. r. a gentleman named Walker! 'ji port and its surrounding ranges of n '· --------------------------------�------------�-----�--��---�---j tdn� all eapped by fme�s of fine W,·• 
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JEWEt;RY, FURNFíU-RE.-

ART OBJECTS 

BOUGHT AND SOLO. 

Always on hand a com­
plete and varied stock of 
Fine Jewelry, Eyeglasses, 
Paintings, Safes, and all 
classes of objects of Art 
and Luxury. 

DE LA FUENTE BUSTILLOS Y 
4a. Calle Bolívar, 36. México, D. F. 

HNO. 
and also various aspeets of the Car , , 
feasts annually held in the eity. C 
pointB of interest whieh have been fi ,; 
are Cholula and its marvelous shrines; 

liÍililllllll!;illilllillllÍ!liiili!ll .. llil!II.,.,,- ALH&'JAS )'. MUEBLE:S 

'1 Rio Blanco factories; Necaxa and its I i� 
.-....:1-!-L.... ·-�a�n= Power-Plan�Pa-einrca--a.uu ··�-

¡_ roundings, ineluding scenes of the mir, 
plants and works; Real del Monte ané. famous mrnes; the bathing resort at C. 
tlan; the Maltrata hights, ete., ete. 

OBJETOS DE ARTE. 

' COMPRA-VENTA. 
'e r y 

Siempre completo Y va- e
ria.do surtido en Alhajas 
Finas, Muebles, Anteojos, 
Cajas Fuertes; Pinturas Y�.� 
toda clase de Artículos de � 
Arte y Lujo. 

This propaganda eampaign, which ha1
preeedent in the history of the cour 
is really useful and deserves all praise, ,, 
it eanñot be surpassed. in its aeem 
eompleteness and effieaey. 

The Government intends to eontinm 
and enlarge its acope, and for this 
pose new films are now being made. 

It is only by sueh methods as this that 
foreign pubJ.ie ean be given an adequate ' 
of the real Mexieo, as distinguished f 
the false one that is ineuleated by the u: 
mpvie film. There is no other edueati< 
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gloria oficial. Su apostolado científico-hu­
manitario ha consistido en hurgar· a la luz 
ele la verdad las condiciones de vida, los 
entimientos, las aspiraciones y tendencias 

fü, los humildes anónimos mexicanos, indios 
y mestizos, que desdeñados desde hace si­

los por los gobiernos pretéritos y por la 
población dirigente, vegetan esperando re­
aención. Esta clase de extranjeros ( que no 
ólo hablan el idioma español sino procuran 

conocer las lenguas indígenas, que viven 
durante meses, o años, en pobres chozas y 
comen la tortilla y el chile de los humil­
des, que estudian y respetan sus creencias 
y supersticiones y apr.ecian en su valor los 
usos y costumbres típicas), es la única que 
deja profundo y grato recuerdo en el alma 

opular, pues ha convivido con ella en 
términos de ·desinterés, de fraternidad y de 
verdadera humildad. Preguntad en cual­
quier momento por Starr, Hardlicka, Boas. 
por Lumholtz, Tozzer, por otros muchos, a 
os indios zapotecas, a los tarascos, a los 

huicholes, a los mayas, etc. etc., así como 
a los mestizos de nu�erosos lugares, y ve, 
r-éis florecer en todos los corazones un es­
pontáneo y grato recuerdo.

'Si aludís, en cambio, a hacendados, mi­
neros, comerciantes, touristaa, y otros ame­
i:canos que también-r esidieron entre ellos, 

no los recordarán o si acaso con indife­
rencia. 

Pues bien, las valiosas informaciones de 
estos investigadores sobre grupos sociales, 

fomentar favorablemente las relaciones en­
tre ambos países f Es sensible tener que 
decir que no. Los brillantes estudios que 
esas distinguidas personalidades · han efec­
tuado con respecto a la población mexicana, 
fueron impresos en publicaciones especialis­
tas destinadas a bibliotecas, museos y otros 
centros· culturales y han suministrado 
grandes frutos científicos en cuanto al con-

. cepto abstracto de la evolución humana en 
nuestros países y en. la América en gene­
ral, pero nada o casi nada han influído de 
modo práctico . en el criterio político de 
Washington con referencia a loa pue�oa 
latino-americanos, no obstante que en bue· 

. na parte contienen las bases más profun­
das y trascendentales sobr.e las que de· 
biera elaborarse dicho criterio. 

Si él Departamento de Washington ·tiene 
en consideración las--conclusiones de la obra 
que han hecho esos sinceros in vestigadorea 
y si en el futuro se acompañan a las in­
formaciones acostumbradas anteriormente, 
las que suministren antropologistaa, soció­
logos, etnógrafos y otros especialistas que 
estudien a la población de los países latino­
americanos, el concepto que prel!ida a · las 
relaciones pan-americanas dejará de ser 
empírico y unilateral: 

Méxic0, marzo de 1919. 
El Director de Antropología, 

MANUEL GAMIO. 
ílUe son representativos de uná. abrumadora (l) · En México, por ejemplo, de

Ecuador, de 
en Colombia, 

mayoría de la población·, idónde están f &qué Tlaxcala a Yucatán; en 
utili'l�d oficial producen y han producido Imbabura a Esmeraldas; 
dada su im ortancia�'-1,han contribuí.ccd

:.=.
o ....... a

c..-
_d�e Ca;uca a Cartagena. ,-, 

(2) "Forjando Patria.,., Pro-nacio­
nalismo. M. Gamio. México, •1916. 

(3) "Proceedings of the II Pan­
American Scientific Cóngress." Wash­
ington, 1917. Págs. 374 y 375. Section 
I. Anthropology. Vol. I.

(4) "Programa dé la Dirección de
Estudios Arqueológicos y Etnológicos.'' 
Secretaría de Agricultura y Fomento. 
México, 1917. 

(5) "The Mexican Situation: Ma­
nuel Gamio 's Program. '' Frederick 
Starr.-"The American Jornal of So­
ciology. ' Vol. XXIV. Num. 2. Sept. 8. 
N. Y .  "Race Appreciation in Latin
America.'' Philip Ainsworth Means .
Science N ew Series. V:ol. XL VIII.
Friday, September 13, 1918. "Race Ap­
preciations and Democracy. '.' Mismo
autor. Reprinted from "The Journal of 
Race Development." Vol. 9. Num. 2.
October 1918. "Race and Society in the
Andeans Countries." Mismo autor. Re­
printed from '' The Hispanish Amer-

. ican Historical Review." Vol. I. Num.
4. Nove.mber, 1918.

(6) "Revista Jurídica y de Cien­
cias Sociales. " Buenos Aires, Argenti­
na. '' El Magisterio Ecuatoriano. '' Año 
I. Num. 12. Febrero, 1918. Vol. 34. "La
Revist� del Mundo." New York, 
Agosto de 1916. Jul. a Sept. de 1918. 

(7) Este estudio está terminado y
será publicado en el curso de este año. 

(8) El autor de estas líneas hizo
estudios antropológicos en Columbia 
Unhreraity, N. Y. 

t.,,,,.,-===============================================-=-=-=.�===========================' ' ECONOMY 15---TH E SOLJRCE OF WEALTH." 
HATS ARE ONE OF THE 
MOST EXPENSIVE THINGS 
IN THIS.COUNTRY, BUT BY 
BUYING THEM AT THE 
EST.A,BLISHMENT OF 

ENRIQUE DOMINGUEZ· 
5a. Bolívar, 42. 

YOU WILL ECONOMIZE WHILE AT THE SAME TIME LOSING NOTHING IN QUALITY OR LOOKS. 

MPRENTA NXCfONAL, s-�:::i===

S. A. 

AvE. URUGUAY 41. MEx1co, D. F. 

HACEMOS CON PERFECCION TODA CLASE DE IM­
PRESOS. EN MATERIA DE REVISTAS . ILUSTRA­
DAS, EL PRESENTE NUMERO DE ''LA REVISTA 
MEXICANA'' ÉS UNA MUESTRA DE NUESTRO 
TRABAJO. 

PRI�ING AND PUBLISHING OF EVERY DESCRIP­
TION. BOOKS AND MAGAZINES A SPECIALTY. THIS­
NUMBER OF ''THE MEXICAN REVIEW'' IS A'SAMPLE 
OF ITS WORK. 

UNICOS IMPRESORES 
DE PRESTIGIO 

THE LEADING HOUSE 
IN ITS LINE 
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DIPLOMATIC NOTES 
INTERCHANGED 

(Continued fron Page 36) without being impressed with the spirit of friendliness and desire for simple justice that pervades it anj. eharacterizes its every sentiment. That it is impossible to afford greater protection to foreigners than to its own nationals in sparsely settled regions that are infested by bandits, is well known to be true, and it is not reasonable to expect it. When the former venture into such re· gions for whatever r·eason they cannot expect to be immun-e because of their nationality. While the charge has been made that the government has not pursued bandits making such attacks, t4is is i'epellecl and the Corren case is pointed. to as an instance in kind. Pursuit was immediate and four of the bandits were killed. That the government has earnestly sought to do what it could to protect the paymasters of foreign com­panies in the Tampic-o region is shown by the fact that it has tendered armed escorts in all such cases, ·but the offer was declined. It has also offered to reimburse the 
. 

; compames that have been robbed, but no mention of this or of the escort offer seems to hav·e reached the United States. The recomendation that Americans should r'emain in populated districts and not ventura into those known to be the resort of bandits, is well founded. It is founded on that well established principle of international law tbat foreigners venturing into or remaining in regions which are known. to· Be unsafe owing to revolutionary disorders, do so at their own peril. That the government is animated by a desire to afford proper protection to the lives and property of for·eigners as well as of its own people, is so plain that it scarcely needs reiteration. Bl1t it finds itself in the same situation that the United States found itself for several years after the civil war, as also on the western frontier. Although it has the best of intention, it is a physical impossibility to do this and it is not just or fair to. ask it to do the manifestly impossible. Even the government of the United States recently found itself unable to afford protectio� to the lives of a large number of negroes 'and white men in two of its largest citiesl, How much less then in a country still subject to a d'egree of r,evolutiQnary strife, and whose remÓte sec·
. • 1 • 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 • 
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tions are still harassed by bandits-bandits too who largely owe their power to the material support gi ven them from residents of the very country that is now criticising the occasional inefñcacy of the measures ta-ken against tbem. '!'.he Mexican note is straight to the ?oint. I,t carries conviction with it, ancl1t should be read and studied by every one clesiroua of obtaining an adequate and ac·curate idea of the present sitÚation. 

LATER.-Since the foregoing was written news has been receivecl that seven bandits' including those who recently attacked � boatload of sailors from the Ameri�an . warship Cheyenne, have been killed by the Federal troops near Tampico. Thesé bandits are believecl to have been sorne of those who have been attacking foreigners in that regíon, as much booty of American origin, was found in their hiclclen camp. 
AN APPOINTMENT WHICH ASSURES SATISF ACTORY RESULTS 
A MONG recent cha�ges in �he officialstaff of the N ational Railway line::1 is the appointment of Ing. Angel eim­bert as Chief Engineer of the system. Se­ñor Peiml:Íert is a comparatively young man, having been born ill" 1872. He was educatecl in this city ancl is a graduated engineer of the National School of En­gineers of Mexico. He has had a wide experience in railway and other construction 

ciaci_on de Ingenieros and Arquitect�ex1co, of the Societé ¡les Ingenieur viles de France, the American Socie Civil Engineers of New York, the In , de Ingenieros : Civiles ele Chile, an honorary member of the Sociedad el-e , grafía y Estadistica de Mexico. , "' whieh it _will be seen that he is thoro'. ·• weH eqmppecl both by_ education an · . perience to till in the best .. possible . m, -· the ·f)osition of. great responsibility tohe has been called. The Review con e,la_!es both Mr. Peimbert and the Nalines upon the promotion.
ONLY FACTORY OF ITSKIND IN MEXICO
T HE only factory in Mexico whichduces the steel door a11d window,tains which are used so extensively incoun�ry is that of _Riba & Amigo, loca ytry 1s that of Riba & Amigo, locat.8a. Cipres, No. 242. This factory waslishecl in 1910, ancl at once _began t Ivelopment of an important businesbefore that time it had been necessaimport such products from abroacl. . (1 tically all the recently construéted b1buildi!!gS in this eitv have been eqfrom this establishment and the exc�}of its products is recognized by ali.

The National Norwegian Company, concern with large capital which has r1 ly engaged in extensive operations iJ petroleum region about Tampico, ha: cured a concession from the Goven , ¡ "'""'-----1�0-r-the construlotton-of-a;n-elee-t-� 

Ing. Angel Peunbert . 
work, as a brief glanjle a.t his record will show. Fr.om 1890 --to 1-899-he� was ·-su peri tendent of construction of the Quito Rail­way; from 1899. to 1901, sub-director of the Legislative Palace works in this city; 1901 to 1904, technical and commissary inspector of the Tehuantepec National Railway; 1904 to 1910, resident engineer for S. Pearson & sans (Ltcl.); 1910 to 1915, chief engineer for the same concern; 1915 to 1917, chief engineer ang general representative for the_ same concern at the Valpa.raíso (Chile) Harbor works; 1917 to :!.918, manager Sn.n Salvador drainage and pa ving wor ks .: 1919, consulting engineer of the Mexican Eagle Oi.l Company, and now, as statecl, appointed éhief enginee� of .tl1e j,1:exfcan National Railways. M;r. Peimbert is a member of the Aso·· 

line connecting T�mpico ap.d Tuxpan , d with branches to various important l that section. It is said that the ne . ... 
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Al.Taro O g6n.-Ex-secretar.t.o do GUerra 7 a n •-

le t en lo tos de eio habiendo t su li-
t ia" 7 neontrando en 61 un estudio pronutc ient i-

"eo 
'nuevo 
.. que a 

ort de estrol:J ·randes les, he querido dirijirr e d 
n �eliciterlo con t sinceridad y nlf'estarle m:l pena por-

e le 1 o1 culaci6n e o deseara p raque. e o 
e •  b 1 r en nn stra ep6bl�ea"• •ctdo

res. 

'··nal · 
u10 

s -or neral 

•.&un cuando son p 

..... -la.1· ··Ex-Secretario de elaeio e Erterio-

hast r he pocli.do le r de 1 
rme nte del noble esruerzo pron ci -

r esta raz tengo el gusto de t li t r-

·eñor J• .Almaraz •• Min:lstNt é ·co en cost i ca 1 ·1caragua. 
n s prcp r ti iaJe la Aarer�ca Centrnl me impictle:ro 1 er 

u811 ob l det nim:lont q es aoreedora interesánO..o!!.le sobremn era 
• l asunto que en ell rata, resolvl dejer pasar al s dispara estnd:lar-
I le. eon tod&. tranqniliclode Y a é que n me arrepent llo pu B c1ltrant 
•tres as ep agradnbl s so esas y j g sa étttaeion s. - Las rinc-
Hr s 1 NVelarm e t ·fénco e oros que prof'Unc11zan nuc tro · pro-

le " importante ln par �e deducen conaecuene1es pr6.ct1eas, ay..:datio 
eñanzas de la Etnograrta y .&rqueologla y las egunttas, porque l s 

"doctrinas nuno1adas hacen pensar a lquiera que, como yo, ame entrañable-" su patria • •  E pero que no abandonar sted el cac:l.no -empren iao y 
lo de ar el e ele co tra.r dificultades poi• doquiera tarde 

e le hará justicia• 

Sefior Genei•al Don Lid.a Felipe GDt16rrez ... Goberno.clor del ]:;atado de Tabasco 
u cabo e ci ir un ejemplar des interesante libro "Forjando Patria", 

,•fllle ha ublioado Ud r cie :t r.ient y que condensa de do adl:lirnble sus trn­
"baJos y esfuerzos para contr1bu1.r brillantenente la reconstrucci6n naeío-
;; · l Id. 1 a la oonaiderac,.6n del lector proble s a.pitales en la evolu.;. 
•et et Patria .,

� ll• Rll:lz •• Tepeaca.-Plleblae 
•e nooeclor de las ece ldades de os ebloa que ae agitan entre elos 

II leanza e 1 que laman po la 11estit11ci6n de sus eostm1b1"t:S y derechos, 
"!apunei:aente conculcados• he leido con entusiasmo y saboreando gratamente su 
• q • ins)d.rada por el gr1 to 4e 1 · raza oprimida e 1 rauta, · rea al 
•uo lerno y a los IMNlbres de buena luntad e1 sendero que deben seguir y los 
M •� adecuados para �ormar la ra atria Uex1.cana ue eea orgullo� 

ricas 7 el tiabr · -'• glorioso ele su rad.1.ciones y grandezas • •  cor­
llaente 1 :teliei'to por es libr.>s que reTelan desde luego al soe:t61ogo 

" nente Her.lcano tJe e ento e sin r entos 1llmillantes y sit1 
Aras rtas de partido, quiere que en suelo tal, deposita.rio de tesoros y 
;; ne as Tibrant s, D1 oomprenc1·c1as ni tilizadaa, se levante magest 1 
"nv:ll:lzac16n 1ncU. ena• oaai perdida por la eod1ei.a conquistadora 7 r e1· •a:r reciente , aciar en mnldes europ os el alma y la T.lda de la raza"o 

lleiior Lioenei do Calixt ldo1Jaa.o Re EXi-Seor t rio Gene11al de Gobierno 
6 da -Yuc t6.n

"Baeta ay r d. te . r 1 leotura de su my tnteref' nte libr 
•c1o Patr:ta•. "To él. eH J11UY lllteresante, my serio 1 JmQ' cligno de 
•Ea la p o s�6 e que un esor1.tor ajeno a YUcntán, trat 911
"nes sin sionall!lentos sin f lsedades.
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Agosto 5' 1919. 

Sr. Dn. llanuel Gamio. 
San Jacinto� D.F.

Muy estimado .amigo:-

� ...... 
L 

Debido al sinndmero de correspondencia 
que me 11 ega constantemente, .hasta hoy me entero de su 
apreciable carta fecha 12 del pasado julio. agradeciéndole 
sinceramente las consideraciones que hace usted sobre mi 
ma.nif'iesto f así como la adhesión que ma expresa a las ten­
de1-cias de dicho docur.nonto. 

Con todo cuidado me impuse de 10-s anexoo que acom­
pañan a su citada, en que aparece una diversidad de opinio­
nes sobre el libro escrito por usted, y la que más me llamó 
la atención �s la emitida por el Sr. Presbítero �duardo ll. 
Ruiz. de Tepeaca.. ?ueº 

Con respecto a su li r)ro, qui ero informarle que 
algunas Bibliotecas populares y sociedades de obreros me 
solicitaron les obsequiara algunos libros para su colección 
y al atender esas solicitudes incluí el libro de usted, des­
de luego. 

Le envío un saludo muy afectuoso, repitiéndome 
au a ten to a.rnigo y S.s. 

FTb 
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[Reprinted from Mexican Review. Vol. III. N<? 5. 
August 1919. Mexico] 

EMPIRICISM 

OF LATIN-AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS 
AND THE EMPIRICISM OF THEIR 

RELATIONS WITH THE 

UNITED STATES 

Hy MANUEL GAMIOº 

Direct.or of the Anthropologfoal Board. 

THIS article was written for the Twentieth Con­
gress of Americanists wlüch should ha ve been held 

at Ri¡, Janeiro, Brazil, during tbe month of June. 
1919, but which on account of various reasons was 

deferred for the year 1920. 

The larger part of the Latin-Ameriean 
pooples have never been able to eonstitute 
real nations; a deficient exploitation of 
their natural resources, a marked baek­
wardness of their culture, economic dis­
turbanees, long suffcred des.potic govern­
ments or constant domesti-e strifes, these 
and other unfavorable phenomena whieh · 
are a hindranee to the development of the· 
population have suceeded one, another with· 
out interruption for various ·eenturies, and 
eonsequently the ereation of soeial pros· 
perity and the forma.tion of nationality have 
been impossible. · On the other hand, up 
North, in the Unitecl States, just the op­
posite was reeorded, for although the eolo­
nization of the territory was even more 
slow than in the southern eountries, the 
Nation was soon made and the fatherland 
formed, and the general prosperity was 
very rapidly won. No despoti!l' goveril· 
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ments have ever got hold of the northern 
people, and they had just one civil war, 
which instead of producing the long periods 
of turmoil as are wonted to, disturb us, 
brought about more liberty and created 
prosperity. What is the cause of such 
failure on the part oi the peoples of Span­
ish, Portuguese and Indian origin of Amer­
ica, and what the reason for the contrast­
ing victorrns achievements of the Anglo­
Saxon of the same ContineuH 

The prejudices of intellectual inferiority 
or superiority of such or such races in re­
gard to others .have already been discarded, 
and therefore we reject them at once to 
explain the above question. Nor ·can the 
remarkable coutrast alluded to be attributed 
to a difference of physical strength or 

_power of endurance betwecn the peoples of 
the North ancl those of the South, because 
the physical conclitions of the southern 
population, the indigenous race very special­
ly, are not comparatively inferior to those 
of the northern people. A good lot has 
been said of the cultural decadence of 011r 
European ancestry as an explanation of our 
actual state of iuferiority, but such argu­
ment is very questionable, since all the 
foreigu , e��ments which fotmded our hybrid 
popula}ion of today carne from _ a nation 
whi_(?h at that time was in the highest 
degree of cultural grandeur, wealth. and 
power, aud these advantageous conditions 
reflected upon some of its colonial pos­
sessions, as New Spain for instance, which 
soo_n became the first educational center of 
America. Furthermore, it sho_µld not · be 
forgottcn that the majority of th_e popula­
tion in the countries we refer to in these 
lines is of the Indigenous race, a,nd _ sueh 
argument could not, therefore, he' ipplied 
to them even though it were true.' The 
natural woalth of the United State� is not 
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enough either to explain the dominatin-g 
and marvelous development of the Anglo­
-Saxon population, for the soil of America 
·is providentially rich' and production from
Alaska down to Patagonia.

For these and other reasons and opinions
rather prolix to enumerate, well-meaning
governments-the first being that of the
Great Bolivar-undertook to redeem our
eountries by dragging them out of . the
state of numbness in which they lay and
to avoid the inveterate uneasiness tbey
suffer. Most unfortunately the resulta
have been little · or not satisfactory. We
go on living always so . frail, so disorientat·
€d, decading and pauper, whereas the
United States grows each day more power­
ful, healthier, richer and happier.

The Latín-American countries have almost
always shown a visible sentiment of dis­
trust and a more or less veiled animosity
toward the United States. Well justified
reasons of the past explain such feelings
in sorne of the southern countries, as Mex­
ico, Colombia, Nicaragua and others for
instance; but there are sorne other reasons
tmtirely unjust which in a large part give
birth to such sentiments. One of them
eonsists in the natural, human, unavoidable
disgust which are produced i11- a poor, weak
and worried man by seeing his neighbor
strong, rich and happy. We Latin-Amer­
icans are the weak man. The North-Amer·
icans are the strong man. Another not lees
important reason, perhaps even more, is
the following: If we Latin-Americans do not
know ourselves, if we do not know our own
necessities and the means to meet them, if
we cannot find our way to Damascus, why
should we expeet that the North Americane
know us better and find the adequate means
to make us as rich and happy as they are,
to draw us together, to create a mutual
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understanding 'and love between us f N ow 
then, insofar as there is no sincere eom· 
prehension and a ,positiv.e .con.v.ergence of 
ideals and interests of . the Latin and the 
Saxon-Amerieans, it may be easy and most 
probable that the ill-féelings shall grow 
either visibly or in seeret, until there shall 
be no human power able to prevent their 
explosion in a disastrous eonflict. The 
sound judgment and just endeavors of Pre­
sident Wilson have done mueh during the 
last six years of aetivity to prevent the 
possibility of a �onfliet, and perhaps sueh 
conflict may become impossible in the 
future, thanks to the League of Nations. 
However, since it is certain that the said 
League will ignore the very peculiar con­
ditions of the character and the existenee 
.of the Latin-American eountries, for even 
in the Pan-American Congress sueh · eondi· 
tions have been totally ignored, it seems 
to be momentous that new orientations be 
adopted tendi�g t� make the Latín-Amer­
ican peoples know themselves and make 
the United States know them better. 

If the means resorted to by the Latín: 
Amerieans for over one eentury to know 
themselves better and to redeem their po­
pulation have been a .· failure \ up to the 
present; if no real and tangible suecess 
has been achieved by the means used by 
the United States to create a pro:fitable 
and sincere understanding between North 
and South Amerieans on aecount of the 
total lack of mutual knowledge, why not 
walk in different paths and adopt new 
ideasf 

In our opm10n a large part of the great 
develoument actually obtained by the 
:United States is originally due to their 
racial homogeneity and to the unity of their 
culture, their ideas, habits, customs and 
language. The North Amerieans are bound 
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,to one another by etbnical affinities found­
ed in their common Caucasian 01·igin. The 
Indians, insignificant in number, and the 
colored people which amount to severa! mil-

. lions, are fatally ,condemned to be absorbed 
bv the white population. As to culture­
tirnt is, as to ethic, aesthetic and r!lligious 
ideas, to ambitions, ideals and national in­
stitutions, to customs ancl usages, etc.-a 
surprising cohesion and uniformity are ob· 
served. In fact he who has lived in the 
gigantic New York and in the meanest 
town of Texas, can detect, here and there, 
ancl everywhere hardly hidden under super· 
ficial differences,, the same American spirit, 
'unmistakable, unique, typical. The unani­
mous, admirable and powerful effort of all 
the American social groups hastening to 
give the1r share during the recent war 
offers a most eloquent testimony of the 
unity of national feeling. 

Finally, the exchange of views among 
Americans is macle through the English 
language, more or less characterized by its 
phonetics and grammatical peculiarities in 
each region of the country, but always com· 
prehensib�e ancl utilizable for the whole 
popula tion. 

Well thcn, such national unity of so 
many facets uricloubtedly constitutes the 
main principie, the fundamental basis of 
the American success. 

On the ot,her hand, the failure of our 
Latín-American countries is explained by 
the heterogeneity of race which implies an 
ethnical strangeness of the white inhabit­
ants in regarcl to the na ti ves; the r�­
!uctance divicling them is pósitive, undem· 
able, ancl can be cletected under any dis· 
guise; we aH know how carefully one must 
use the worcl '' Indian'' w.hen applying it 
to a Latín-American, white or mixed, for 
he usually takes great offense at it. 
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In regard -, to ideas, customs, ambitions, 
etc., there is such a great divergence among 
the various groups forming the population 
of these countries, that when the inhabitants 
of a region move to another within the 
same country they find su'ch a diversity of 
customs and ways of liv�ng that they feel 
as tbough they were in a foreign coun­
try. (1). The language does also constitute 
a serious hinc1rance for social approximation, · 
because the coe.xistence of Spanish and 
Portuguese with numberless Indian dialects 
and languages makes difficult, if not im­
possible, the communication among the 
diverse communities forming each country. 

May the public welfare be achieved, the 
nationality be formed and the eommon 
fatherland be constituted in countries 
lacking national unityf Undou):>tedly no. 

Now then, if we are to try the difficult 
and slow task of the ethnical-linguistic­
cultural unification of our populations, it is 
indispensable, as I said befare, to pre vi· 
ously get acquainted with · them, but not 
mer.ely to get an indirect, superficial and 
empirical knowledge of them, but to study 
them scientifically and by personal ex­
periences. On the other hand, b(}' getting 
acquaintecl with the Latin-American peoples 
the North Americans shall be able to de­
vise the only and true means they must 
resort to in order to attain a sincere and 
equitable Pan-.American understanding. 

In the book entitled "Forjando Patria'' 
published by the undersigned in 1!)17, (2j 

(1) In Mexico, for instance, going
from Tlaxcala to Yucatán; in Ecuador 
going from Imbabura to Esmeraldas; in 
Colombia from Cauca to Cartagena. 

(2) "Forjando Patria," Pro-Nation­
alism; M. Gamio, Mexico, 1916. 
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as well as in the articles entitled '' Revisi,í1 
de las Constituciones Latino-Americanas'' <' 'Revising the Latin American Con:iti· 
tutions ") and "El Instituto Antropo­
lógico Central de Mexico'' (' 'The Central 
Anthropological Institute of Mexico ") (1), 
written for the seconll Pan-American 
Seientific Congress at Washington, h� 
submitted to the consideration of the 
Congress severa! arguments on this topic. 
Later 011, in 1918, he gave a concrete form, 
within a strict method, to various proposi­
tions in the '' Program of the Anthropol­
ogical Instituto" (formerly known as 
Bureau of ArcheoÍogic and Ethnographic 
Studies' ') (2). Distinguished Americanista, 
Messrs. Fredel'ick Starr and Philip Ains­
worth Means among them, llesigned to ap­
prove and give their enthusiastic support 
to this new conceptioil of Americanism, and 
we might quote their articles '' The Mexican 
Situation-Manuel Gamio 's Progrnm,'' writ­
ten by the former, and "Race Appreciation 
in Latin America,'' '' Race Appreciation and 
Democracy," and "Race Society in the 
Andean Countries,'' (3) written by the lat: 

(1) "Proceedings of the II Pan
American Scientific Congress.'' Wash­
ington, 1917.-Pages 374 and 375.-Sec­
tion I.-Anthropology.-Col. I. 

(2) :Progra.m of the Boarcl of Arch-
eological and Ethnographic Studies,'' 
Department of Agricultnre and '' Fo· 
mento.'' Mexico, 1917. 

(3) "The Mexican Situation: Manuel
Gamio 's Program. '' Frederick Starr. 
'fhe American J oumal of so·ciology.­
Vol. XXIV.-No. 2.-Sept. Sth. N. Y. 
'' Race A ppreciation in La tin .A:merica. 
"Philip Ainsworth Means. Science, 
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ter. The Latín and the North American 
press also accepted the new conception with 
lively interest (1.) 

Once these antecedents have bccn dis­
closed let us make a concrete statement of 
the two propositions constituting the con­
clusivo part of our thesis. 

The Acquaintance of the Latín-American 

Countries With Themselves. 

It is a pressing necessity to undertake 
the study of our population and to in­
vestigate the practica! means to have our 
governments remedy the necessities and 
satisfy thc ambitions of our several peoples, 
and endeavor to unify thcm. This has to 
be done in· accordance with the social 
s<iiences, the application of which has been 
always disregarded by our statesmcn and 
rulel's. Only then shall our peoples posses� 

( 1) "Revista J uríclica y de Ciencias
Sociales.'' Buenos Aires, Argentina. '' El 
Magisterio Ecuatoriano.'' Año I, Num. 
12.-Feb. 1918.-Vol. 34. "La Revista 
del Mundo." New York, August, 1916. 
July to Sept. 1918. 

new Series. Vol. XLVII. Friday, · Sept. 
13th, 1918. "Race Appreciation and De_­
mocracy. '' The same author. Reprinted 
r,om the Journal of Race Development. 
Vol. 9. Num. 2. October, 1918. "Race 
and Society in the Andean Countries.' · 
The. same author. Reprinted from '' The 
Hispanic American Historical Review.'' 
Yo!. I. Num. 4. November, il.918. 

10 

', 

Manuel Gamio 

the prosperity they are entitled to and shall 
be. authorizedly governed, while armed for.ce 
and governmental emp1nc1sm sh�ll be 
automatically abolished-the only laws which 
unfortunately have ruled for a long time 
the destinies of Latín Am.erica. 

Mexico took already the first steps to 
that end, as proven by the fact that the 
President of the . Republic and the Secre­
tary of Agriculture a.nd Promotion (Fo­
mento) have 'approved a.nd given their offi. 
cial support to the realization of the "Pro­
gram of the Antropological Bureau,'' form· 
ed by the undersigned and already develop­
ed in almost ali its parts as regards the 
inhabitants of the Valley of Teotibua­
can. (1) 

Considering that ·it may be timely to 
make known the essential part of said pro­
gram, let us insert it herein: 

'' Our population, especially that of . the 
indigenous race, has remained unknown up 
to the present time in its , most transcen­
dental aspects, and therefore it has been 
deficiently ruled, for one cannot govern 
logically what · one does not know, and of 
course the development of the population 
is necessarily clefe¡;tive aucl abnormal as a 
logical consequence of the empirical govern­
mental system which has prevailed for a 
long time. 

'' Our extensive territory · does not of­
fer the regular geographical, biological ancl 
climatic conditions which in other coun­
tries have existecl and helped to the forma­
tion of poptilations which are ethnically, 
cultural'ly ancl linguistically homogeneous, 
but 011 the contrary, many and very dif-

(1) This article was finished · ancl will
be publishecl in the course of the pre­
sent .year. 
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ferent regional conditions contribute very 
strongly to give a great variety to the 
Mexican population. 

'' Our people are not indeed homogeneous, 
but heterogeneous and dissimilar, since their 
various eiements differ among themselves in 
histoi:ical antecedents, racial characteristics, 
the aspects of their material and intellec· 
tual culture and even in the expression · 
each element makes of its ideas by means 
of severa! dialects and languages. 

'' In short, it may be stated, with all 
justice; that the Mexican population is an 
aggregate of regional peoples, little known, 
abnormally developed, and more or less dif· 
ferent to each other, this depending on the 
degi-ee of difference and divergence of 
their imiate actual characteristics, of the 
geographical, clima tic and geological con di-, 
tions · of the regions where they live, and 
on their racial, cultural and linguistic an· 
tecedents. 

'' In view of the above consider_ations, it
has seemed convenient to concrete as trans· 
cendental tendencies of the Bureau, the 
:('ollowing: First: The gradual acquisition 
of knowledge referring to the racial char· 
acteristics, the manifesta tions of material 
and intellectual culture, the dialects and 
languages, the economic sit1Jation and the 
physical and biologic conclitions of the 
actual and future regional peoples of the 
Republic. Secon<l.-The investigation of the 
adequate methods to promote the actual 
economic, physical and intellectual develop· 
ment ofº said peoples. Third.-To prepare 
the racial approximation, the cultural union, 
the unity of language and the economic 
equilibrium of such peoples, since only by 
such means can, they be led to form a co· 
herent . and well defined nationality and a 
true country. 

''_What program shall be followed in the 
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study of our regional peoples according to 
such tendeucies f The ethnical, cultural, 
linguistic and historical diversity offered 
by such peoples as well as the great dif· 
ference there is in the geographic and 
biologic conditions of the regions .they in· 
habit forbid us to establish a unique pro 
gram to be used in studying them all, and 
therefore it seems more logical to form 
severa! program, one corresponding to ead, 
type of the said regional peoples. 

'' The first regional people this Bureau 
has undertaken to study is formed by 10,· 
000 inhabitants of the Valley of Teotihua· 

· can, and it may be considered as a repre· 
sen tati ve type of the regional peo ples of
the Central Platean. The plan for the in· 
vestigations effected is as follows: 

'' The Geographic Environment. 
'' The Biologfoal Environment. 
"The Pre-Hispanic Population. 
'1 The Colonial Population.
'' The Population of the XIX Century. 
.' 'Biological, Social, Ethn:ical, Cultural, 

Liguistic and Economic conditions of . the 
actual population." 

"Means authorized to promote the conve· 
nient econonv,c, physical and intellectual deve· 
lopment of the actual population. 

One of the main difficulties met iL 
making these in vestigations is that at pre· 
sent we have in our country a very small 
number of specialists; sociologists, antluopo· 
logists, ethnographists, linguists, etc., etc., 
and it is almost. impossible to give special 
courses on such matters because there are 
very few efficient teachers. This deficiency 
is easily explained, for we have never given 
nny means of livelihood to such speciali3t� 
ancl therefore they have been compelled to 
devote only secondary aeti vities to investiga· 
tions in arder to devote their main efforts 
to more profitable undertakings. These 
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obstacles may be met by sencling young 
Latin-Americans to European and Nortb 
American seientific eenters where they shall 
take up with great profit. the speeial studies 
alluded t9, if they are properly prepared 
for it, in., three or four years. (1) 

ln aceorda.nce with these views the Mex­
ican Government endeavors to perform an 
effoetual task in various uationa.l scientific 
institntions such as the National University, 
the National Museum ancl t.he Anthropolo­
gical Bureau, even though it is fully' rea­
lized that the special courses of such eduea­
tional centers are partly deficient. In 
orcler to obtain still better resulta the 
Government has sta1·ted sencling a few Mex­
ican students to foreign Universitics, the 
:\{arvard University having been the first 
one to receive a . Mexican boy who is 
actually making ethnographie and archeolo­
gical stuclies. It is something remarkable 
regarcling this student that half t,l1e tuition 
is clisbursed by the Mexican Government 
while the said 1Jniversity clisburses the 
other half. 

The United States and Theu· Knowledge -of 

Latin-America 

The foreign diplomatic legations in the 
countries organized like Latin-America have 
never, or seldom, got acquainted with the 
peoples of such countries. They only know 
a very small group of the leading class, 
speciaHy the rulers and the politicians. 

(l) The author of this article made
his anthropological stuclies in the Colum­
bia University, N. Y. 
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But tite enormous remainder of tite anony­
mous masses, clifficult to understand even to 
tlteir own leaders, remains hidden to the 
cyes of the foreign cliplomatist, hiddcn aud 
inert, meaningless despite being the guiet 
sced-bed where · originally germinate the 
fundamental activities and the great motions 
of the peoples. 

'l'lte in vestment of money in tite cxploita­
tion of an enterprise in any country does 

. not necessarily imply the acquaintance of 
the foreig1\ investor with such country, and 
muclt less ltis knewledge of the people of 
tltat country. At most,-. he may lmow tJie 
economic aspect of the coul).try as r.cgards 
similar enterprises to the one in which he iij 

to invest his money, as well as the small 
group of the population connected with 
such enterprisé. 

The religious missionaries sent by foreign 
churcltes to our countries know only of th� 
religious aspect of the individuals they 
come in touch with, and of course they 
apply th6l special criterion necessarily de­
rived from their religious creed. 

Scientific investigators, as for instancc 
geographers, uaturalists, gcologists aud 
others, hardly ha ve any opportunity to get 
acquainted except with very · few inhabit­
ants. 

Teachers and pedagogues go only so far 
as knowing the children they educate, which 
is a very small number in comparison with 
the total population. 

There are two groups of foreigners whose 
activities should be of great transcendance 
in regard to the knowlcdge of our peoples: · 
The first includes the special students of 
soeial sciences: psychologists, sociologists, 
anthropologists, ethnographers anrl. linguists; 
the second one includes the newspapermen, 
mainly the correspoudents of large dailies 
and reviews. The former are undoubtodly 

15 

/l �) 
A� 



• 

Empiric Relations of Latín-American Governments 

the ones who know more and better the 
population, but most unfortunately their 
knowledge exerts little or no influence in 
the relations of our countries, as we shall 
demonstrate afterwards- The knowledge 
obtained by the newspapermen is much 
reduced, but it might be larger if they were 
not-with a few exceptions counted­
moulded and identified with -the criterion 
of the editors they represent, who .naturally 
do not know the Latin-Americans. 

Lct us consider a concrete case, talüng 
for instance the United States as one of 
those foreign countries we speak of, and 
one of the Latin American countries say 
Mexico for instance. On what ground has 
the United States Government based its of­
ficial relations and its national feelings to­
ward Mexico1 Besides universal principles 
of international legislation, the State De­
partment at Washington has taken in con­
sideration for its decisions four sources of 
information: First, the diplomatic reports; 
second, tite con.sular reports; third, press 
information, and fourth, private reports. 

Let us analyze these four sources of in­
formation: 

Diplomatic Reports.-President Wilson 's 
arrival to tite Presidency of the United 
States brought about a radical change in 
the orientation of these reports, which pre­
viously were inspired by the exclusive con­
venience of the United States, whereas 
latcr on they have had in view the mutual 
advantage of that country and Mexico. 
This new orientation and the happy circum­
stance of having an honorable, sagacious 
and highly cultured Ambassador, have de­
termined' the late reports to be wholly de­
void of the influence of illegitimate in· 
terests. Whoever may examine in Mexica 
or at Washington the difference of the 
diplomatic dealings of Hi;mry Prather 
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Fletcher ancl Henry Lane Wilson _will readily 
understand the lofty spirit of justice and 
wisdom presiding over the new tendencies 
of Presiclent Wilson 's policies. T_herefore, 
the. diplomatic reports actually ,received by 
the American Government in regard to 
Mexico are honest, just and dispassionate; 
but such reports are still one-sided, limited, 
incomplete, for as I said before, they refer 
to a minimum part of the population-the 
leac1ing one-without paying any . attention 
to the majority, and if they ever happen 
,to refer to such majority of the Mexican 
people, they do so in an empirical man­
·ner, becanse not only the Embassy but
even the Mexican leading classes themselves
do not know the true nature, the ne-�essities
and the ambitions of that majority.

Consular Reports.-The Consular reports
are reduced of course to matters of interest
between both countries, so that little or
nothing do thcy contain in regard to the 
complcx social problems of Mexico.

Press Information.-'rhe N orth American
press_ unfriendly to Mexico has al'ways tried
to create trouble between both peoples for
the immediate JJurpose of conquest and ul­
t,crior purpose of graft and despoil. The
frienclly press has a great deal to say re­
garding thc prodigious natural resources of
Mexico, her artistic beauties ancl splendid
opportunities as a summer 01; winter resort,
and the virtue of her rulers, and ali there
is in the country that is charming ancl allur­
ing, but of the main thing, of the most
important one, although the most difficult ·
to see, the press never says a word-for
it could not say anything, since although
the editors may havc the necessary psycho­
logical, anthi·opological and sociological pre­
paration neecled to appreciate the situation
such as it is, they eannot a.pply integrally

17 



.Empiric Relat ons of Latin·American Governments 

and pertinently their knowledge of such 
matte1·s on account of lacking the much 

· needed direct observation of the great
. anonymous masses in whose bosom fun­
' damentally act .('and re·act the social acti·
. vities.

Prívate Reports.-Among prívate reports 
the most important ones are those of the 
·capitalists, especially so when the profits of
the capital invested decrease or come to 
naught, because if the economic situation is 
good then the investors have nothing to 
report to Washington. It seems useless to 
say that these reporta being inspired-with 
very few honorable exceptions-by naturally 
egotistic interests, eannot hclp the Amer­
ican official mind to grasp a true know­
ledge of the Mexican people. 

Other prívate informations llave weigheil 
very Httle in the judgment of the State 
Depai·tment. 

Now then, can be relations betwecn the 
United States ancl Mexico be consid·ered 
as logical, juclicious, just and cordial when 
they a!e basecl on the informations we refer 
to 1 We do not think so. 

Presiclent Wilson, with a wise and clear 
vision of things ancl wonclerfully humani­
tarian feelings, from the moment he reachecl 
the Prcsicleney has encleavorecl to amplify 
an<l intensify his informations in various 
ways, ancl this effort of the American 
Prcsiclent has given splenclicl fruits to the 
�� Democracy. However, even 
though such informations of:f.er remarkable 
characteristics of honesty and altruism, they 
clo not attain the sufficient integral am­
plitucle on account of the above given 
reasons, ancl therefore it is useful · for the 
United States, an<l clesirable and convenient 
for 1\foxico ancl thc other Latín-American 
e.ountrics, to establish a new orientation to
the reports that Washington reeeives re-
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garding the countries to the South, since 
-such reports are intended to be the basis
.and the ulterior explanation of the · char­
·acter assumed by the relations between
Anglo-Saxons and Latin-Americans. By
what means are we going to secure such
new sources of information as we .. consider
clesirablef

Transcendental Reports.-W e said befo re
that a select group of American intellectuals
knows practically and scientifically various
aggregations which are representative of /
-the majority of our indigenous and mixed
population; we refer to · the sp.ecialists in
social sciences ancl particularly to anthro­
pologists who llave carried out certain in­
·vestigations in Mexico. These men have
nót come to Mexico in search of material
wealth or official clecorations. Their scien­
-tific apostleship of a humanitarian nature
has consisted in analyzing by the light of
the truth the life conditions, the sentiments,
the ambitions and tenclencies of the humble
anonymous Mexican-Indians and mixed­
who llave been neglected for centuries by
former regimes and by the ruling classes,
and who live in idleness merely waiting
for their long expectecl redemption. This
kind of foreigners (who not only do speak
Spanish but even try to acquire a full
kno,yledge of the Inclian dialects; who lived
for months or years in comfortless huts and
ate the ''tortilla'' ancl pepper of the
humble; who stucliecl and respected the In­
dians' creed and superstitions ancl estimatecl
in their ·ful! value the <typical usages ancl
customs), are the ones who leave a deep
and. grateful remembrance in the popular
soul, for such men llave lived among the
poor in terms of clisinterested friendship, of
true fraternity, of real humility. You may
ask the Zapoteca Indians, or the Taras­
cans, the· Huicholes, the Mayas, etc., as well
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as the ''mestizos'' of a great number of 
.places, ahout Starr, Hrcllicka, Boas, Lum­
holtz, Tozzer and many others and you shall 
see how a "Spontaneous and grateful re­
membrance is in bloom in ali the Indians' 
hearts. 

But if you ask the same people about 
ranchers, miners, traders, tourists and other 
Americans who also resided among them, 
you will see that the Indians do not re­
member them at ali, or if, they do, it is 
with aJI indifference. 

W ell, then, the very worthy informations 
of such investigators regarding social groups 
which are 1·epresentative of an enormous 
majority of the whole nation, where are 
theyf What is the official advantage de­
rived therefrom despite their importance.1 
Have they contributed to improve the re­
lations between both countriesj It is sad­
dening to say no. The brilliant studies made 
by those distinguished scientists in regard 
to the Mexican population were printed in 
specialist publications destined to be kept 
in libraries, museums and other educational 
centers, and they have given splendid scien­
tific fruits in· what concerns the abstract 
conception of human evolution in our coun­
tries and, in general, all over the Continent; 
but they have exerted little, if any, in­
fluenee in a practica! manner in the policies 
of the White House concerning the Latin­
American peoples, notwithstanding the fact 
that such wise reports contain the most 
solid and trascendental bases upon which 
such policies should be built. 

If the State Department at Washington 
takes in consideration the conclusions ar­
rived at in the works of those sincere in­
vestigators, and .if in the future the reports 
of old are accompanied by those furnished 
by the anthropologists, the sociologists, the 
ethnographers and other specialists who 
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study the population of the Latin-American 
countries, the United States policies in its 
Pan-American relations shall cease to be 
empirical and one-sicled. 

MANUEL GAMIO, 

Director of the Anthro¡:ological Board. 

México, March, 1919. 
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Septbre. 30' _1919. 

Señor Manuel Gamio, 
2/a. Calle de Londres 11 25. 
1ffiXI CO , - D • F. 

1,{uy estimado a.migo: 

() 

Ayer llegó a mi poder au libro 
titulado "Empiricism of Latin-American Governments, 

· and the Ernpiriqism of their Rclations with the United
States"; y con relaci6n al volante que viene anexo,le
participo: que•me veo en la pena de no poderle dar mi
opinión sobre su citada obra por estar escrita en in­
glés, cuyo idioma no conozco.

Le doy las gracias por el envío 1e referen­
cia y �1e re1Jito su fi.fmo. a.migo y atto. s. s . 
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