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INGLATERRA ESTARA "SECA" IDENTRO DE DIEZ ANOSless
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"Al pueblo de Inglaterra le estd vedado conocer la verdad tocante a la "Pro-

' hibicibn de bebidas alcohblicas"™ en los Estedos Unidos," dijo el sabio Sir

C, Bo SALBEBY en una entrevista que concedid ayer a un noticiero ds "The

~ Strand" en el Hotel Commodore, "A nuestro pusblo se le dice que la prohi=-

bicibén ha arruinado a muchos comerciantes en los Egtados Unidos; que los
antiguos bebedores se ha dedicado més adictamente al uso de la cocaina,

el hatshisch, opio, éther, etc,, gque los fuert es trabajadores italiahos
de las minas y los muelles para quienes el alcohol representa un ténico
reparador, estdn abandonando el pais para gozéf en su patria lo que para
ellos es necesarios; que dentro de poco no habri quiem quiera desempefiar
los trabajos musculares de los obreros, Es cierto que existe una cobeccidn
de infames mentecatos que sp estén valiendo de las "Leyes de Prohibiéién
de Bebidas Alcoh8licas" para creaf sentimientos de odio entre nuestros

doa pueblos, Esta campafia malévola ha 1do creciendo desde que se firmé el

armisticio; Lord Astor, el c8lebre ecomomista ingléds mé ha dicho que los

- cerveceros del Reino Briténico invertfan la suma de $15,000,000 (Délares)

anuales 88lo en anuncios de sus artf{culos,"



w0

Inglaterra estard "seca",,,

De la comunicacidn que hemos recibido fechada en Nueva-York por el Dr,
seleoby, se deéprende la 1mportancia que tieﬁe su viaje a los Estados Uni-
dos para la iniciacidén de la "campafia geca" en Inglaterra. Este sefior asis-
tird al "Congreso Internacional Contra el Alcoholismo" gue abrird sus se-
siones en Washington el dfa 20 de septiembre de este afio, Saleeby asegura
que Inglaterra quedarf "seca" dentro de una década. El factor industrial
y econdmico aeré el que produzca la prohibiéién}en.el Reino Unido; se acer-
ca ol dfa en que los ﬁstados Unidos no exportarin més alimentos a Inglate-
rfa, y la consecuenciz serd que dicha nacibén empleard sus graneae%u.nu-
tricién abandonando la extraccidn de alcoholes. Actualmente Inglaterra
pxpotﬁta cinco sextas partes de su producciédn de trigo. Lord Leverhulms,
‘en un viaje que hizo a los Estados Unidos llegb "hdmedo" y regresd "Secol
~ El Dr. Saleeby asegura que la prohibiciénlde bebidas alcoholicas en la
Unidn Americana ha tenido un 8xito asombfdso en su totalidad y que la
préxima generacidn &aré pruebas muy patentes de las ¥Wentajas de tales
medidas, Durante su estancia en Buffalo, Albany, Syracuse, Rochester, Mes=-
. sachussetts, New-York, ete., el Dr, Saleeby vié 1la diferencia que existe
entre el aspescto degenarado de los_tejedoréa del Condado de Lancashire
y Manchester y los tejedores de las fébricas que se hallan ubicadas en
los Estados surianos que se han dsclarado "secos"™ en los Estados Unidos

del Norte de ¥mérica.,

Allan,



f’Ifﬂ ; :i) 1 Lo ey Traduccion.

"DAILY TELEGRAPH,"
Léndres Septiembre 10, 1920.
Pédgina 15a., Columna 2a.

Por el presente; la situacién en México s mi4s tranguiliza-
dora y ménos alarmante que lo fué por muchos afios qﬁe han pa=
sado, A pesar de haber sido trégico el derrocamiento de Carran-
za, sus resultados han sido satisfactorios para México, El Gene-
ral Obregbn y los Secretarios de Estado que actualmente integraﬁ.
el Consejo Presidencial de Qe la Huerta,\al par que otros muchos
hombfés conspicuos de aquella fepﬁblica sé encuentran alentados
por los més vivos desoos para reanudar sus relaciones con los
pafses de Europa,América del Sur y Estados Unidos, Son tan bue-
nos sus deseos para esta \ltima nacién, QUE EXISTE UN SENADOR
DE LA CAMARA MEXICANA QUE HA PROPUESTO SECUNDAR EN SU PATRIA EL
CUMPLIMIENTO DE LAS LEYES DE PROHIBICION DE BEBIDAS ALCOHOLICAS ,
DE LA UNION AMERICANA, EN UNA ZONA DE SESENTA Y DOS MILLAS Y ME -
DIA A LO LARGO DE LA FRONTERA NORTE DE MEXICO; EL NOMBRE DE ES~
TE SENOR‘ES JOSE INOCENTE LUGO, ACTUAL SUBSECRETARIO DEL INTE=

RIOR., .

LA PRESENTE ES UNA BRILLANTE OPORTUNIDAD PARA QUE LOS PAISES
DE EUROPA, PRINCIPALMENTE, INGLATERRA Y FRANCIA, EXTENDIERAN
UNA MANO ' -DE AYUDA A UNA PEQUENA NACION QUE TENDRA UN FUTURO

ENVIDIABLE,

Allan,



Traducciédn de la Seceibn
Editorial del "New-York

Times," pégina 12a, Sep-
tiembre 12, 1920,

<.\

Secretaria de Gobérnacion
Arch, Bib. v Publiceciones,

"EL FUTURO BALAGADOR DE GUATEMALA BAJb LA DIRECCION DE
| " DON CARLOS HERRERA,"

"La carrora polftica del nuevo Presidente demuestra que Herre=

ra esté plenamente c=pacitado pera romediar los males del pasa

do régimen y que, bajo la direceidn de aquél; elcenzerén su =

més perfecto desarrollo los recursos natureles de aquella rept

blica,"
Nosotros, los Americanos del Norte que estamos bien in-
formados de 1840M@BA1cioneg Foinantes en la Ambrica Con
tral, hemos récibido-con satisfaccién la noticie del =
triunfo de Don- Carlcs Hefrera en las elscciones para -
Présidente Constitucional. El dia 8 de abril del presen
te afio, 1a Asamblea Necionsl nombré al Sr. Carlos Herre
ra Preaidénta Provisional de Guatemala obtenlendo casi
deade luego el recconocimiento de Mr, Wilson pare tal de
aignécién; no hacfa dos meses aiin, que ese cuerpo de la
representacidn Hacicnél, habia depuesto de su cargo‘ai
== dictador infame: Estrada Cabrera, habibndole declara
do incapacitado mentalmente para seguir al frente en el
goblerno de la repiblice, Estrada Cebreras afin permansce
en la prisién donde se le encerrd al ser derrocadc y su
quintsa de camﬁo conocide. por el nombfe de 'La'Palma,'

ha quedado bajo la custodis de las fuersas nacionales.



"Bl Futuro de Guatemsla,,.

Desde el fondo de sguel antro un monstruo ensno del des-
potismo Latino-Americeno tirenizé cruelmente & un pueblo
pequefio e inerme, Y ahora, por ls primera vez durante -
veinte afios consecutivos, el ciudadano guatemalteco, ejer
cé el derecho de eleglr a su mendatario: en tiempo de Egm~
trada Cabrera no habfa sinc un candidato en las eleccion-
ee-~=Estrads Cabrers,

El gontreste que ahora se observa es digno de llamar 18
atencién de nosctres & pesar de habernos acostumbraéo ya
y cansedo més ahors que nunca de la contemplecién de los
microscébpicos déspotas~~a lo Ciprianc Castro, el zopilo-
te de los Andes, Y ya que se hubo desvanecido el peso O=
probioso del tiranillo Cabrera el aire de la liberted ha
.ré prOgreﬁar un grupo de gentes a punto de morir por as-
fixia, Al1f, los radicales y extremistas aprovechan hoy:
la oportunidad para soltar la riends a sus més utépicas
teorfas sobre la reconstruccién nacional y social; no -
importa, ellos representan las vélvulas de seguridad pa
ra la nacibn, sobrecargada de mefftica atmbsfere y tquién
10 duda? ellos formen los elementos de todos los pertidos
prontos a corgregarse en torno a la personalidad de Car-
los Herrera,‘para emprender la nueve marchs, Herrera es
el hombre de hierrc qus necesitaba aguel pueblo que iba
ya & deamordnarse. '

"iRehabilitacién Nacionali®---Migicas palabras gue apa-
recen con mayfiscules en todos los mensejes presidencisles
de las repiblicas Centro-Americenas, s sus Congresos.

Los hechos, sin embargo, no estuvieron en consonancia con

las palabras, gino haste el advenimiento del herrero que



El FPuturo de Guatemals, ,,

forjaréd el destino de Guatemala scobre el yungue de sus -
grandiosos recurscs, En los Estados Unidos y Europs, -
donde se tome algin interés por el desarrocllo de las -
repfiblicas Latino-Americanas, Herrera ha logrado la re
putacién de elevar sus obras e la altura de sus pensa-
mientos, Como industrisl activo, creb y administré por
largos afios vaat&s negociaciones de aquellas maravillo
sas producciones de su pafs: azficar y café., Entonces
hubo de demostrar, ejerciténdolas, sus endrgicas apti-
tudes de organizador, Estrada Cabrera le persiguié te-
nezmente, y a;muarte, durante esa &poca,

La situactén de Guatemala én los tiompos actuales es -
bastante grave., Debe recordafBe que entre los meses de
diciembre y enero de 1917-18 une seris de temblores des
truyé upa gran cantidad de casas en la capital, La mi-
seria siguib a la catdstrofe. En Europa, ura deuds no
solventads hizo que el crédito guatemalteco perdiera
el derecho & nusvo empréstito, La alts cotizacién del
café y la azfcar en los mercados extranjerocs auguraron
la saléacién'dsl pafs, Cosechas opimas brindaron en -
ese tiempo las plantacionés de tales articulos. Adn es
t4 por verse el resultado que-siga a ese buen golpe de
la fortuna, Los grandes capitales Amsricancs hen inver
tido sobre esta base y podemos asegurar que es le pri-
mera vez en la historia de Guatemala 'en que las inver
.sionea eadquieran tgp enormes propofciones. Hay qué ha=-
cer notar al mismo tiempo que cuando los Americsnos -

han invertido sus partidas sobrantes en café y azlcar

de Guatemala, los precios de estos artfculos bajan con=-



_El Futuro de Guatemalsa,,,

siderablemente, Desde que Herrera se ha hescho cargo de
la Presidencisa, los fabricantes Americanos de maquina-
‘ria e implementos de agricultura han despaéhade numwero
808 pedidos de sus arﬁefactoa para’los campos de Centro
América, Fa L

No solamente café y azlcar pueden hacer rics a Guatema
la,-ia crfs de ganado es otra de sus industrias princi
pales, Y traténdose de petrolec puede uno recorder que
Guatemale tambien tiene recuBscs en sus terrenos para
tomar parte en el rendimiento mundial del combustible,
El desarrollo de la minerfa estuvo paralizado a causa
de una legislacién tacafia y misera en sus conceptos =~
del eJercicio del derecho individual de empresa, Y lu-
ego su papel moneds de circulacién forzosa atrajo una
maldicidn perpetua sobre la desolada reptiblica, Actual
mente esa especie monetaria asciende a $350,000,000,00
por lo que se explice uno que 40 pesocs de Guatemala e
guivalgan al d8lar Americsro, La conversién de ese pa=-
pel es el problema méds arduc que tiene que resoclver él
nueve Preaidente; De todos modes, Guatemals merece por
hoy todas nuestras simpatfas y ayuda; ahora es cuando -
reanuderemos con esa repiblica nuestras més amistosas
relacionesiCON LA REPUBLICA CUYO PORVENIR ES UNO DE

LOS MAS BRILLANTES--DESPUES DE MEXICO,

Allan,



{ ' Traduccion,

,, <o "THE NEW-YORX TIMES"
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Septiembre 12, 1920,

Pdgina 3 Columna #a, Seccidn 28,

ED PRESUPUESTO DE CHILE ASCIENDE A 5 MILLOKES,

_ - (;os,oogooo)
Santiago de Chile, Sept. 10.- El Presupuesto de Chile
pare ol afio de 1921 asclends aproximadamente a $65,000,000,00
segin puede verse por las cifras.presentadas a las Comisio=-
nes del Congreso hechas por el Sr, FRANCISCO GARCES GANA,
Ministro de Hacisnda, El D&ficit de 1920 contando con algunas
aproplaciones pendientes,.resultaré probablemente de unos
$15,000,000.004 E1 Ministro presenté varios proyectos para
cubrir el d&ficit, entre los que se desiznaBan los impuestos
sobre sl tabado y tesﬁaméntarias; aumento 3obre los aranco-
les de las aduanmas, éobre importaciofss de cobre y de 1lico=
res., En el cflculo del citado ministro estos factores rendi-

rfan una renta total de unos $20,000,000,00,

Allan,



@ TRADUCCION. "The San Antonio Express,” Oct. 22/20

SECRETARIA DE GOBERNACION
seccién de Archivo, Bib. y
Publicaciones,~- Mesa de Tra-
ducciones, M&xico, D.F.

OCTUBRE 28, 192b.

Habiendo salido C4ndido Aguilar para Nueva-Orleans a raiz
de la muerte de Carranza, emprendid el viaje de aquel puerto
para la Ciudad de San Antonio Texas en los Ultimos dfas del
mes de junio: en este Gltimo lugar estuvd viviendo en compa-
fifa de Gustavo Espinoza Mireles y el general Alfredo Rodr{-
guez hasta el dfa 29 de septiembre en el sitio llamado Alamo
Heightse; hac{a poco tiempo que hubo tenido arreglos con Sal-
dafia Galvdn (Fernando) y otros expatriasdos del régimen pasa-
do para entablar negocisciones en Nueva-York con el Republi-
ceno William H, Hearst para aventurarse en una nueva revolu-
cibén en M8xico; de aquellos arreglos resultd comisionado Sal
dafia Galvén Fernando pere ir a la Ciudad de México a probar
fortuna tratando de atraer a su faccibn a algunos conspicuos
mexicenos del movimiento huertiste sonorense, La expedilidn
de Saldafia Galvén fué un fracaso, Los amigos que tiene Cén-
dido Aguilar en San Antonio Texas aseéguran que ese individuo
emprenderéd una nueve revolucién en M&xico antes que tome po-
sesibén de su cargo presidencial el general Alvaro Obregbn;
en la Ciuvdad de San Antnio residen Actualmente la sefiora es-
pese de Aguilar y su cufiada Julia Carranza; dos hijos de Ve-
nustiano Carranza se estén educando al presente en un colegio
de este Estado (Texas). Sabemos que Candido Aguilar se encuen
tre en el Istmo de Tehuantepec de donde se dirigiréd al Estado
de Chipas pare flormelbzar sus planes,

El Cénsul Americano Mr, E, A, Dow, en la Exposicién de Da
1las Texas se expresd en esta forma: "Las actuales condicio=
nes de M8xico superan a las de hace un afio, econémicamente,-
prueba de lo cual es el aumento del comercio y la industria
en que ha tomado parte el gobierno. Durante &1 periodo de ti
empO gue abarca el gobierno provisional de De la Huerta in-
cluyendo tambien el tiempo contado de septiembre a geptiembre
de 1919-20 el comercio extranjero de M8xico ascendié a......
265,178,708 pesos en importaciones y 224,462,471 pesOs en ex-
portaciones, mientras que, por otro lado, la deuds putlica se
vid reducida s 657,599,122 pesos, 19,866,175 pesos de la deu-
da estando comprendidos en obligaciones liquidadas, La renta
del timbre durante el primer semestre dcl afio anotado 1legb
a 42,000,000 pesos que deben sumarse & 9,000,000 de pesOs re-
cibidoe por contribucién del petroleo haciendo un total de..
51,000,000 pesos contra 6,700,000 pesos del semestre préximo
_anterior,

Allan,
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Foreign Bankers
Confer Here on
~ Mexican Situation

French and Swiss Repre-
sentatives of International

o ciers; Outlook Hopeful

(" Informal discussions relative to the
Mexican situation, especially @s re-
gards the status of foreign investments
in the republic, are being held by
embers of the International Commit-
tee of Bankers on Mexico, with a view
“to w}i’ﬁk,_l_\ng'out a plan of procedure for
|arra; 1z ng for a resumption of the servé|
jce on the Mexican government and
railway securities, which have long
been in default. ik k|
AP Reynaud._representingstl}e French
group, and M, Pictet, the Swiss repre-

ican banking group at a conference
theld at the offices of J. P. Morgan &
Co. The French banker had only re-
cently returned from Mexico, where he
had gone to gather first-hand informa-
tion of conditions, s

It was stated on behalf of the Amer-
ican group yesterday that so far no
definite plan for protecting foreign
holders of Mexican securities had been
developed. The bankers are still wait-
ing for the new régime in Mexico to be
stabilized. The attitude of the qresent
Mexican government toward the' bank-
ers is friendly, and hope is expressed
by members of the committee that an
agreement can be consummated in time
which will make possible the resump-
tion of interest payments, as well as
the payment of principal.

Interest in Mexico’s finanees has
been heightened lately by the call sent
! out by Speyer & Co., bankers, for the
| Geposit with a protective committee
of two issues of Mexican government
bonds aggrezating approximatcly $75,-
000,000, which are in default both as
to_vrincipal and interest. i
. Five international bhanking groups
are represented in the international
rrotective committee, namely, Ameri-
_can, British, French, Swiss and Dutch.
The total of foreign investments in
Mexico which have seriously suffered
as a resnlt of the long series of politi-
‘cal upheaveals in the republic is vari-
ously estimated at between $1.000,000,-
000 and $2,000,000,000, of which the
&:g%?gan stake ig put roughly at $800,-

o H:,.i s

Group Meet Local Finan-|
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sentative, were the guests of the Amer—l




Del "NEW YORK TRIBUNE"-Nov. 27 de 1920, Trad. del Inglés,

Los banqueros extranjeros conferenciaron aqui sobre la situacidén me=

y xicana.

S em e e - - . ——— e D e

Los repnssantantea franceses y sulzos del grupo internacional se reun:
ron con el gruﬁg de los financieros de la localidad, Perspectiva llen

de experanzas.

S e —neemnneanees

/ D¥scusiones irregulares relativas a la situacidén mexicana en

da RepQblica, han tenido los miembros del Comité Internacional de Ban-

/

v

/  queros sobre México, especialmente respecto al capital extranjero in-

vertido en la Repiblica, con objeto de llevar a cabo un proyecto para
la reasuncién del serviclo con el Gobierno Mexicano y la seguridad de
los ferrocarriles que han estado a la ventura,

P. Reynaud, Representante del grupo francés y M Pictet,. Re=-
presentante suizo, fueron huéspedss del grupo de bangueros en la con
ferencia que tuvo lugar en las oficinas de la J. P. Morgan & Co. El =
banquero franeés esti recien llegado de México a donde fue con objeto
de 1nformarée por si mismo de las condiclones allf..

El grupo americano expuso que hasta la fecha ho habfa un =~
plan definido para proteger el capital. Los banqueros esperan que el
nuevo régimen de México se establezca. La actitud del actual Gobiernoi
Mexicano hacia los banqueros es amistosa, y se tiene esperanza de quel
se llegue a un arreglo que hara posible el pago de los intereses asf

como el del capiltal,

El interés de las finanzas mexicanas ha subido @ltimamente =
con motivo de la aplicacidn hecha por Speyer & CO. banqueros, para el?

! depdsito ba jo una junta protectora de dos -entregas de bonos del Go=-
bilerno Mexicano agregando aproximadamente $75,000,000 que faltan tan-.

t0 en el capital como en los intereses.




rsb,

- | %

Cinco grupos de banqueros internacionales estén representa-
dos en el Comité Internacional Protector, a saber;- el americano, el
ingl}és, el francés, el suilzo y el holandés, E1 total del capital ex--
tranjerb en México que ha sufrido seriamente como resultado de las ==
largas series de trastornos polfticos en la Repiiblica se estima, poco
mas o menos, entre $1,000,000,000 y $2.000.000,000 de los que ==w-==
&85350,000 corresponden al capital americano,
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LES TRAVAUX DE LA  SOCIETE DES NATIONS

Un cable est envoyé au président Wilson lui demandant d’agir’
comme médiateur dans la question arménienne. — Plai-
doyer en faveur de l’admission du Mexique

(Service de VAGENCE HAVAS) v T -

Paris, 25 novembre, — Une dépéche de Rome annonce que M. Tittoni, - &
chefl de la délégation italienne a 'Assemblée de la Société des Nations, «J
retouraera & Rome pour prendre part. au Sénat, a la discussion du traité \
de Rapallo avee la Jougo-Slavie. M. Tittoni, qui est président du Sénat, N s
sera remplacé par M. Schanzer, qui est maintenant en Gréce, \"% "

Une dépéche de Genéve communique aujourd’hui le procés-verbal de Gy
Ia premiére commission sur la séance du 22 novembre, au cours de la-
Guelle on discuta les gmendements au pacte proposés par les gouverne- » .
nents suédois, norvégien el dancis. La com ission écarta la prise en con-" .
sidération par vingt voix contre huit et trois abstentions,

Répondant & une question au sujet de Pentrée du Mexique dans la
Sociélé des Nations, M, De la Barra, ancien président du Mexique et pré- TN
sident de la commission arbitrale franco-autrichienne, déclara au corres- - )
pondant de PAgence Havas: -

“Je erois que c’est une obligation de justice pour 'Assemblée dinvi-
ter mon pays/a y participer, §ignore quelle serp la forme définitive de \‘__
Porganisation, mais quelle quelle soit, le Mexique doit collaborer & la
grande auvre de solidavité universelle. Mon pays posséde des richesses ™
immenses; durant sa derni¢re épreuve, longue et malheureuse, il prouva .
son endurance considérable: il a ainsi toutes les conditions requises par Re- .~
aan dans sa fameuse définition de la “nation”. &exposai a la séance de . ¢
Punion juridique internationale, en 1919, la thése qu'aucune considération .
d’ordre politigue ne devait sopposer a Padmission d’un Etat dans la
Société des Nations il réunissait les conditions du pacte de Versailles. - 2
Les déclarations des nouveaux dirigeants du Mexique ont montré quils
connaissaient 'importance des liens de droit et de paix et, en outre, leur %
action sera inspirée par les considérations les plus hautes de dignité na- 2
tionale, de eencorde intérieure, de progrés social, d’action démocratique et =
de respect des obligations internationales, En faisant ces déelarations, je
mels mon amour pour la patrie au-dessus de considérations persounnelles
ou de la politique, de laquelle je suis d’ailleurs totalement éloigné.”




rsb.

',..‘7*? E‘;/ Trad, del Francés. N

Del "GOURRIER DES ETATS UNIS"., - Nov. 26 de 1920.

Los trabajos de la Liga de las Naciones,

e T S k PD et SR D e D ey D S S 0D ey

Se envia un cable al Presidente Wilson pidiéndole su mediacidn en la cues-

t16n armenia. Alegato en favor de la admisidn de México.
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PARIS, 25 de noviembre.=Un despacho de Roma anuncia que M. Tittoni, Jefe
de la Delegacién Italiana en la Asamblea de la Liga de las Naclones re--
gresara a Roma para tomar parte en la discuslOon del Senado relativa al ==
Tratado de Rapallo con la Yugo-Slavia. M. Tittonl, que es el Presidente -
del Senado sera reemplazado por M. Schanzer que esta actualmente en Gre-
cla,

Por un despacho de Génova se comunica hoy el acta de la primera
Comisidn en la sesidn de 22 de noviembre en la que se discutierog las re-
formas al gacto propuesto por los gobiernos zueco, noruego y danés, La Co=-
misidn tomd en consideracidn veinte wotos contra ochenta y tres abstencio-
nes.

En respuesta a una pregunta acerca de la entrada de liéxico a la =
Liga de las Naciones, el Sr. De la Barra, ex-Presidente de México y Pre-
sidente de la Comision Arbitral Franco-Austriaca, dijo al corresponsal de
la Agencia Havas;-

"Yo ereo que es una obligacidn de justicila para la Asamblea invi-
tar a mi pafs a participar. Ignoro cudl serd la forma definitiva de orga-
nizacldn, pero cualquiera que sea, M&xlco debe colaborar en la grande =-~-
obra de solidaridad universal., Mi pafs posee riquezas inmensas; durante -
su’ﬁltima prueba, larga y dolorosa, demostrd su resistencia considerable;
reune todos los requisitos que cita Renan en su famosa definicidn de la =
"nacién", Yo expuse en la sesidén de la Unldén Jurfdica Internacional, en =-
1919, la tesis de que cada consideracidén de orden polfitico no debia opo=-
nerse a la admisidn de un Estado en la Liga de las Naciones si éste reunia
las condiciones del pacto de Versalles, Las declaraciones de los nuevos =
gobernantes de México demuestran que ellos conocen la importancia de los -
lazos de derecho y de paz y, ademas, su accidn sera inspirada por las con-
sideraciones mas elevadas de dignidad nacional, de concordia interior, de
progreso soclal, de accidn democratica y de respeto a las obligaciones in-
ternacionales., Al hacer estas declaraciones, me alienta sGlo mi amor por -
la Patria, sobrs todas las consideraciones personales o de la politica, =
de la que estoy totalmente desligado."
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Un capitulo nueve queda por f£in inscrito en las trascen-
dentales paginas de la nistorda de México. Fn una forma le-
gal el Jefe de un movimiento revolucionario ha asumido el -
cargo de la Presidencia cuyo hecho patentiza la voluntad de
un pueblc, no la extralimitacidn de un poder. Aunque nadie
duda hasta ahora gue los laureies de un guerrerg y la ine-
fluencia conquistada a fuerza de sangre son mas que suficiep
tes merecimientos para ocﬁpar una Presidencia, tanto mas --
afin si los ciudadahos de una Repfiblica eligen sirultaneamen
te y en masa a équel guien, éegﬁn su sano eriterio es mas -
digno de tan elevado puesto. El curso natural de los acontg
cimientos humanes concurrid al mismo tiempo en la obra de -
coronar los esfuerzos de un gran hombre!: lque otra persona-
lidad pude haber atraido mas halagadoramente las miradas de
un pueblo?. iQue eleccidén popular mas acertada que la del =
General Alvaro Obregbn?. La eleccifn de un candiddto civi--
lista hublera sido absurda y prematura. La vida social de -
México afin se halla conmovida y trastornada por los Qiltimos
diez afios de revolucién. Hacia falta necesariarente al fren
te de esta nacidn un hombre que hubiera desempefiado un pae--
pel importante en la consecucidn de los ideales de un pue--

bles un hombre que teniendo un firme cardcter, tuviera al -
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mismo tiempo la capacidad suficiente para dirigir al pueblo
de uéxico por un derroterc de prosperidades y concordia. In
este sentido debe demostrar sus facultades de caricter el -
nueve Presidente de México. Su predecesor, Don Adolf'o de la
Huerta, en clerta medida, ha iniciado ese movimiento de que
hablamose

Los dos enemigos mas intransigentes del pasado Gobierno,
Francisco Villa y Félix Diaz, se vieron inducidos a rendir
sus armas en vista de gue era el General Obregdn quien ha--
bia triunfado en-las elecciones. Pero con la suspensidn de
las hostilidades civiles, NO QUEDA ASEGURADA TODAVIA UNA --
PAZ PERMANENTE, El espirgg.u de matanza que ha estado agitan
do a este pueblo por_tanéo tiempo, no se duyentard a un sinm
ple conjure de la moche a la mafiana: las costumbres del des
orden y las "manes libres" creadas por la revolucidn se con
vierten en hdvitos de vida diffciles de extirpar. El Presi-
dente Alvaro Obregdn ciertamente que tendrd también noti---
cias muy exactas de aguel elemento egblatra que valiéndose
del tema de la salvacidn, libertades, etcs, Sociales {inica-
mente busca y rebuad# sus propios fines. Una de sus labores
mas arduas serd oponer un valladar inexpugnable a las pre--
tenciones desmedidas &é ese elemento. Para lo cual se deben
d# tomar en consideracidn atentamente dos grupos sociales:-
el que hizo de la guerra y el desorden un "modus vivendi";-
y el que en la obra de la recomstruccidn gue prineipia hoy,
buscard un camino ficil para derrocar SU GOBIERNO POR NEBIO
DE ﬁNA NUEVA REBELION, para adquirir su acostumbrado lujo,

buena fortuna, comoQidades y renonbre.-
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Con este Qlyimo grupo debe ejercitar una politica severa
e inexorable. El primer grupo, aquel gue a la sombra de la
revolucién se formd un medio seguro de vida, tiene el mayor
peso en la £f Y4 oposicién para la paz y para la ley, y no |
a causa de que su nfmero sea abrumador, sine a causa del in
flujo oropelezco ejercido en la mente superficial de los i-
lusos. Todo individuo que se¢ mantuve lejos de la obra de --
disolucidn estd mejor capaoitédo(y es el mas fuerte factor)
en la reconstruceidén que llevard a cabo el General Alvaro -
Obregbne. Los que abastecieronm sus necesidades dejande a sus
semejantes en la miseria, podrin soportar de muy mala gana
las duras condiciones que requiere ganarse el sustento por
medio del trabajo verdaderamente homrado. Ellos forman el -
grapo mas amenazador e irreconciliable para el pacifico pro
greso humanoe No obstante, EL GFNERAL ALVARO OBREGON LOS -
SABRA SUJETAR EN LA DISCIPLINA DEL TRABAJO. La solucidn de
este problema es mas ficil en M8xico que en pals alguno del
Globo; tiene territorio bastante para hacer de sus hijos --
grandes propietarios sin apelar al robo ni al asesinato. --
Por tal motive la cuestidn agraria llegarf a allanar nuchas
difienltades incipientes. Aqui como en Alemania hemos presom
ciado una grande obra de bendad: la reparticidn que comienza,
la concesibn de terremos a los soldados dados de baja para -
convertirles en labradores. Asi, los antiguos devastadores -
del suelo patrioc, ser@n sus guardiancs mas fieles, una vez -
que Obregdn suprima su indigencia ancestral con la legisla--
eidn agraria. Atila se convertird en Cincinato. Pero la reveo

lucidén ha logrado avanzar a tal grado, que seri un problema



la vida de los campos; poco atractivo podri dfrecers Kl Pre-
sidente Obregdn sabri decidir, pues tiene la ventaja de ha--
ber sido el revojucionario mas conspicuo, y desde la altura
de su puesto distinguird la aclaracifn de lo que en las lla-
nuras parece inextricab@e. In los carges plblicos selececio=-
nerd a quienes hubieren probade su competengia en asuntos ~-
especiales al par que segregari-de las esferas oficiales a--

quellos quienes pretendierel hacer labor de obhstruccidn o --

destruccidn. Nosotros estamos seguros de que la reconstruccidn

de México ha comenzado desde el dfa primero de este mes; nos
otros estamos seguros de qué la mano d@e hierro de Obregln, -

extrafia al miedo, caerd justicieramente cuando se trate de -

castigar transqresores. NUESTRA PRIMERA RAZON PARA ESTAR SEB
3

GUROS DE HSTO, ES I NOMBRAMIENTO OUT HA EXTENDIDO AL SENOR
GENERAL PLUTARCO ELIAS CALLES, COMO JEFE DE SU GABINETE, Y -
SECRETARIO DE GOBERNACION. EL ENERGICO MINISTRO DE LA GUERRA
ESTA HOY EN SU PUESTO NUEVAMENTE DISPUESTO A LLEVAR A CARO -
LA GRANDIOSA OBRA.

El problema obrero también se presentard a la considera--
¢idn del nuevo Presidente, y fundados motivos tenemos para a
segurar que 81 serd &rbitre en la cuestidn, toda vez que su
cuna se mecid en el hogar de una clase social que hoy en dfa
desempefia un papel tan importante en los destinos de la hu--
manidad. Alvaro Obregn tuvo la fuerza suficiente para ele--
varse desde su pesicidn de sencillo artesano, hasta el grade
de General de Divisidn en el ejéreito Mexicano: pasando de -

este grado hasta la primera magistratura.

&
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El temor de que el nuevo Presidente ejerciera un favori--
tismo excesivo en favor de los obreros artesanos de la Repfi-
blica, bien sabemos gque es infundado, pues jamds &1 ha dado
muestra de una simpatia sin razones suficientes. Mucho espe-
ramos del nuevo Presidente, puesto que 81 gconoce legitimamen
te las causas que indujercl a un pueblo, a diez afios en una
revolucidn social. 8i Alvaro Obresdn es tan afertunado y -
certero que logre reducir el alto costo de la vida en México
a un plazo breve, proveerd los medios mds securcs para sa---
tisfacer las aspiraciones de fﬁs clases obreras, quienes hoy
por hoy dirigen miradas de interrogacidn para su bienestar
a los falsos resplandores del dudoso bolshevismo. Los obreros
tienen derecho al fin que desean aleanzar, y Alvaroe Obrepdn
dabrd llenar sus aspiraciones. lsta meta se alcanzard una -
vez que sea resuelta la cuestidn agraria. La cuestidn obrera
es de una significacidn secundaria en parangdn ad esta Glti-
mae

Las relaciones exteriores de México dependeridn de la ac--
titud que asuman los Estados Unidos, de lo cual informaremos
aportunamente a nuestros lectores. POR EL PRESENTE PODROS -
ASHGURAR QUE RECIENTIMENTE SE HA OPERADO UN CAMBIO EN LA CA-
SA BLANCA EN FAVOR DE ESTA REPUBLICA, y el cambio de Presi-=-
dente en la Nacibn vecina implicard un cambio favorable para
las relaciones de México sin alguna duda. NUESTRA VISTA Al-
CANZA LA DISTANCIA SUFICIENTE PARA PREVER QUE LA RECONSTRUCE
CION DE MEXICO DEPENDE DIRECTAMENTE DE LA ACTITUD DR LOS ES-
TADOS UNIDOS PARA ESTE PAIS; de tal modo que nosotros esta--

mos tranqﬁilos en nuestra mente respecto de tode temor futuro.
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El Presidente Alvaro Obregn lleva actualmente seobre -
sus hombros el peso de una grave responsabilidad. Ahora -
es cuando nos vi a demostrar sus mérites @e pacifista y -
reconstructor; ahora va a acrisolarse su verdadera aptitud.
Y esperamos quey dentre de cuatro afios, el pueblo mexica--
noy en una mirada retrospectiva, se congrutule satisfacto-
riamente del dfa en que eligid al General Alvare Obregdn -

para su primer mandatario.

 ALLAN« JRe
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o T TR A CALISNORNAEGYA "

El Senador por Arizona, MR. ASHURST, presentd ante el
Congreso, en 1919, una mocidn en que proponia la compra

de la Baja California a Héxico, por parte de los Estados

Unidos; en aquel tiempo el amtor de la inieiativa descri

bia geogrificamente la tropical veninsula cuyo extremo
meridional se encuentra en el mismo paralelo del Estado
de Zacatecas. Al final de st descripcidn, relatando la -
_?; importacia que tiene aquella faja de tierra lexicana, el
Senador ASHURST le 1llamé "el taldm de Aquiles, por donde
seria mortal un ataque contra los Hstados Unidos." Ahora
biens para la maYoria de los Americanes, "Baja Califor--
nia" nolsignifica otra cosa que la DRahia Nagdalena del -
Cabo Sannbﬁaaro; el mero nombre nos recuerda de las am--
biciones del Japén por obtener la propiedad de la Bahia:
6 ‘cierto es QUL LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS SIIMPRE LA HAN CODI-
Cf&@@!PAﬂA UNA BASE NAVAL. En todo el mundo no se encuen
tra g%&g rada mas ventajosa con las cualidades para el
4& abrigo &é,los buques, condiciones de permanencia y ancla
je para 8stes, que la famosa Bahia Mexicana. Por esta —--
Pazbén, y por-que la posesién de Bahfa Mapdalena para los

Americanos significaria su dominio absoluto en la osta

Mexicana del Pacifico, incluyendo la de Centro América,-
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EL GOBIERNO DEL PRESIDENTE OBREGON SE VERA INCLINADO A -

OPONERSE A LA INICIATIVA DEL SENADOR AMERICANO MISTER ==

ASHURST, EN CASO DE QUE ESTE VOLVIERE A/ PRESENTARCLA EN -

EL CONGRESO PARA SU APROBACION.

A los Americanos la Baja California nos recuerda tam-

bidn un centro licencioso de diversiones: Tijuana, al --

otro lado de la frontera y lugar donde no se rezan los -
Diez Mandamientos; lugar maldito y rincdén del mismo in--
fierno, segiin lo ven desde ‘el pilpito en San Diego. Los
turistas se dirigen a la Capital del Norte de la Penin--
sula, Insenada de Todos Santos, por el finico camino real
que puede encontrarse alli, lurar donde €antft fué sefior
de horca y cuchillo durante diez ahos. La Cabecera Norte
de la Peninsula que oeupd Cantl; mide unas ochocientas -
millas de largo por doscientas de ancho en la parte mas
extensa. En su método de vida colectiva la poblacidn se
encontré tan lejos de iéxico como de la Patagonia; PERO
LA BAJA CALIFORNIA NO VA A QUEDAR EN EL ABANDONO POR MAS
TIEMPO. EL GOBIERNO EEDERAL DE MEXICO ENTENDERA CUAL ES
SU VERDADERO MERITO ESTRATEGICO Y NO ESTA CIEGO PARA NO
VER EL VALOR QUE TIENEN SUS RECURSOS NATURALES, SIN DES-
ARROLLO ACTUALMENTE. El reinado de Cantfi se hundié para

siempre en el olvido.

Uno de los primeros Americanos gquien protestd enérgi-
camente contra las estipulaciones del Tratado ajustado -

entre éxico y los Estados Unidos, el afio de 1848, fué -
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aquel constante sofiador incorregible, William Walker, y
fud también el primer Americano que selld con sus actos

sus JUSTAS RECLAMACIONES (!) alegando gue la Baja Cali--

fornia debia haberse inclufdo conjuntamente en el terri-
torio que no habria de pertenecer por mis tiempo a Méxi-
co; William Valker, peligroso filibustere guien fué a --
rendir su iltimo aliento de una wvida extravagante de a--
venturas ante un cuadro de rifleros honduresos. Walkery-
nacid en Nashville; estudid medicina en la Universidad -
" de Heidelberg y-trabaj6 como periodista en New-Orleans,

poco tiempo antes de/abrir un bufete de Ahogado en San -
Francisco Californdia. Sus empresas de filibusterisme tu-
vieron comienzo ‘en La Paz de Baja California, donde des-

embarc)d Ninicamente e¢on 170 hombres armados, tres ametra-
e LY

lladoras y una firme voluntad de ANEXIONARSE MEDIO MEXT-

C0; ésto sucedid el mes de noviermbre de 1853. El objeti-
vo final de Willian Walker era bcupar todo el Estado de

Sonora para apoyar como un principio sus ambiciones de -
expangidn; una vez ya dueiio de ESTE PRIMER.RESTADO, fun--
daria desde luego "La Gran Repiiblica del Pacifico", ha--
ci@hﬂose nombrar Presidente inmediatamente.-Durante su -
corta permanencia en La Paz, atrajo a su lado un gran --
nimero de bandoleros. Al poco tiempo &1 y sus foragidos

eran perseguidos tenazmente por un grueso de tropas me--
“Xicanas, las que de antemano se habian puesto de acuerdo
con las Autoridades Americanas para su captura y castigo.

’
iDe que le acusaban entonces 1los Americanos?.e.eeceecsset
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No era, por cierto de la empresa, sino de la forma poco

hébil de ACOMETHRLA. Por ©in la descabellada expedieiédn

cayd bajo el poder de un oficial del Ejército America-
no que andaba en su busca. Fué la primera derrota infli-
gida al intrépido filibustero en territorio Hispano-Ame-
ricano. Su filtima aventura que pagd con la vida, se regis
trd en la poblacidén de Rio Tintey Henduras; alli fué apre
hendido por el Comandante de un barco de guerra Inglés, -
el Icarus. Las autoridades de Honduras se encargaron des-
de aquel momento, de pedirle cuentas al inquieto conquis-
tador. Al1li fueron cortadas las alas que ardieron para --
extinguirse. Pero William Walker supo morir como todo un

hombre.

Han pasado casi setenta afios desde que las pretencio-
nes de conquista del filibustere fracasaron en la Zaja -
California, y desde aquel tiempo la peninsula mexicana -
permanece envuelta en un denso velo de misterio domo si
se tratara delicentro de Africa. Los diferentes Gohiernoé
"ederales que se han estado sucediendo en 1iéxico desde
hace 50 aifios, no le han prestado_jamés atencibén, a no ser
porque el otro dfa una clase de filibustero mas afortuna-
do que William Walker, proyectd una insurreccidn contra -
el Cobierno Central, pretendiendo a su turno fundar "La -

Gran Replihblica del Pacifico."

Con este motivo volvid a llamar en México y en los Hs-

tados Unidos la atencidn, 1a eterna cuestidén: "(Que impor



B : . B =

tancia puede tener la Baja California?". Y un colabora--
dor anbnimo ofrecid un artfculo que se publicd en el ===
diario de San !'rancisco, el "California Call", el dfa 3

de octubre del presente afio. fil calcula la poblacidén de

la Peninsula en 42.243% habitantes, teniendo el territo--
rio 150.109'2116metros cuadrados. Nos refiere el articu-
lista que un mexicano distinguido, Don llatias Romero, --
publicd en Nueva York el afio de 1898 su libro intituladﬁ
"Notas de Geografia y Hstadfstica de la Repliblica lexi--
cani", en cﬁyas paginas exameraba al decir que habia mas
de 60.000 habitantes; pero hay que concedeer que proba-=-
blemente don Matfas Romero hablaba de la Baja California
como quien habla de "tierra incognita". Haciendo caso o-
miso de muchos errores acerca ‘e topografia y datos et--
noldgicos, e8 coma singular que "atias Romero nos hable

tocante al "Ferrocarril de la Baja California", que, --
partiendo del Pueblo de San Quintin, "llega a una esta--
cién terminal sobre la linea del Ferrocarril Central en

el Estado de Chihuahua. Ese ferrocarril imaginario proba

blerente le daba viueltas en la imaginacidn a Don Matias

R&iﬁro, por el extremo Norte de la Baja California, a--
travezando el temible desierto septentrional y central -
del Estado de Sonora, cuyos habitantes son muchos cien--

tos de miles de coyotes y culebras, los que se beneficia

rian mucho con el tal Ferrocarril. Nuestro andénimo cola-

borador afirma que el declive mas pronunciado de la cor-

dillera, se precipita por el lado del Golfo de Californiae.
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Secin la opinidén de otro MUY EMINENTE Y DISTINGUIDO HISTO-
RIADOR MEXICANO, Don !Manuel Orozco'y Berra sabhe tanto de -~
la geografia de su patria, que nos cuenta que el i‘ar Rojo
de talifornia lo bautizaron los jesuitas "porque sus aguas

se ven de color bermejo".

Tomada la peninsula de la Baja-California en conjunta -
y al detalle su aspecto general fisico es aride, su suelo
infecundo, su clima malsano, su poblacidn semisalvaje y la

fegién del volchn de Las Vipgenes en la Sierra de los Cucu
~pas, es el lugar mas imhabitahlendel rundo. No obhstante, a
qui y alld, espercidas en el interior se encuentran algu-
nas mesas de fértil terreno, aunque sin que se pudiera cul
tivar alli la riea flora de los Lstados adyacéntes, Sonora
y Sinaloa. La poblacidn, seciin dos datos que hemos recogido
cuidadosamente hace pocos dias, consiste en unas 3.500 al-
mas en IDnsenada, capital del Partido Norte, y unos 5.184
habitantes en La Paz, Capital del Partido Sur, situada en
una sahia sobre el lado del Golfo. La tercera en nfmero de
habitantes es la noblacidn de lulepé, que cuenta con 1.141.
Las costas al Bste y Oeste son bhajas y pantanosas, donde
abundan los cocodrilos, reptiles peligroso y venenosos in-
sectos. El agua potable es escasa. El oro es dificil ha---
llarle; de la plata se han encontrado huella de existencia.
Lés valmas de los trdépices son raras y de menguada altura.
En el interior crcce_el Buisache y el jaramago, por la ac-

.
eion de una lluvia que cae con poca frecuencia durante al-

gunos meses del afio, pero, ya lo dijimos, su aspecto fisico



A y £ i

es el de una tierra olvidada de Dios y abandonada per los

hombres. No hay que olvidar QUE LO MAS TIMPORTANTE DE LA )=

BAJA CALIFORNIA ES LA DAHTA MAGDALIINA.

i

Rl chfiamo y el henequén al par que el fertilizador cua-
no, rico en los campos del cultivo algedonero, pueden pro-
ducirse mediante una irrigacidn cuidadosa y enérgica. Tam-
bién podria habrirse un horiZente muy amplio para la pro--
duceién de todos los frutes tropicales, apelando al método
mencionado. In la fauna de la peninsula se han clasifica--
do dos animales muy ﬁtiles al hombre: el venado y la "ta--
ya", una especie de/oveja silvestre. Nuestro articulista -
ya referido se entusiasma recordando la pesca de la perla
en La Paz y Loreteo,w eun las islag de Coronados y San Mar-
cos. El Golfo_es rico en,peces nutritivos y tortugas ali--
menticias. L; riqﬁéZa de la Baja tcalifornia estd en el mar
y puede pambién hallarse en tierra por medio de la irriga-
cidn iﬁﬁiﬁn@ada en crande escala. La poblacidn sera siem--
pre muy eséa9¢, giendo el terreno muy frecuentado por sa--

nes aventureros.

QM%?ERO CON TODO ESTC NO HAY QUE OLVIDAR QUE LO MAS IMPOR-

TANTE BE(LA BAJA CALIFORNIA ES BAHIA MAGDALENA, LA MEJOR -

Py

ESTACIG&QCOMO BASE NAVAL DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS EN CASO DE

EMPRNARSI UNA ACCION EN CONTRA DEL ORIENTE.

ﬁ@

ALLAN. JR.
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;Bankers Not Ready
To Call for Deposit

. depend mntly, asked the deposit
’ Of Mex:lcan Bonds | holders ofytvm Siasues of Mg‘i’:&n a':’-'
|

Situation Is Not Developed
Sufficiently for Taking
Step, According to View

" of International Groug

Thomas W. Lamont, of J. P. Morgar
'& Co., announced yesterday on behalf o1
the International Committee of Bank-
ers’ on Mexico that the situation ir
 Mexico kas not developed sufficiently
a8 yet to make it desirable to call for
'a deposit of llexican government se-
| curities.

. The statement, made in response to
inquiries from holders of Mexican se-
curities, said:

 “The international committes has
‘had under consideration the question
of calling for a deposit of Mexican
‘government gecurities. It does mnot
feel, however, that the situation in
Mexico has developed sufficiently to
make this step desirable at this
juncture. The co1r mittee is observing
the situation carefullv and stands pre-
pared to take any steps which may
seem advisable for the interests of
holders of Mexican government se-
curities. This announcement is being
made simultaneously by the repre-
sentatives of the committee in n-
don, Paris, Amsterdam and Geneva.”
. Shortly before the Carranza gov-
ernment lost control at Mexico City
Rafael Nieto, Assistant Minister of
Finance, gave American bankers as-
surance that Mexico was in a position
to resume payment of interest on .its
debt and asked that some arrange-|
ment be made for funding the back|
interest on Mexican securities. Before
the matter could be adjusted the Car-
ranza régime was ousted, :

So far the new government in
Mexico has not informed the interna-
tional bankers of its intentions with

regard to resumption of the debt
service, it was stated yesterday.
The International Committea of

Bankers on Mexico was organized sev-
eral years ago to take steps for the
protection of the interest of holders

of Mexican government securities in
default.  British, French, Duteh,
Swiss and American banking groups
are represented in the organization,
Recently Speyer & Co., acting in-

curities, aggregating ~approximatel
$72,000,000. : 4 ¥



{be, sin embargo, que Xa situacidn en México no

garrollada lo suficiente para esta unién, E1 Conité
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‘tantes del Comité en Londres, Parls,
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erdam y Génova.

Un poco antes de gque el Gobis anza perdie-

0, Subseer io de =~

ra el control en 14xtco, Rafael 1
nos que lidxico es-
taba en posibilidad de reasum 0 de sus deudas y =
dijo que algln arreglo se depbsito de fondos
Antes de que-el negocio
derrocado el régimen de

E1l nuevo Gobizrno
banqueros interna 1es ntenciones con respecto

a la reasuncid

El Comite



HI situation in Mexico hed in re-
centl years seemed to thore unfa-

wiliar with the details to be In

a, sort of hopeless maze, with

revolution following revolution.
At'r}m‘ding to Christlan  Schjetnan,
Norwegian, banker who has 'made his
home in Mexico for twenty-three yvears,
the new Mexican Government under
General Alvaro Obregon has a  good
chance of working out a stabilized Gov-
ernment.

In expressing his opinion in this city
& few days azo, Mr. Schjetnan, who
among other interests is President of the
Lake Chapala Improvement Company in
Jallsco State sald: ** General Qbregon.
who was elected President last Fall and
started on his térm of office the first of
December, was primarily a merchant,
and his whole interest is in stabilizing
the Government, in making the office of
the President responsible to the Congress
there and in getting the country on its
feat.

" He is a man who iuspires confidence.
You see in his face intelligence, hon-
esty and energy. He wanis to eliminate
militarism and any overplaying of
politics during his term of oifice, and to
&ive ilexico a chance at quiet recon-
gtruction and development. The whola
country is back of the new CGovernment,
for people believe that Obregon wants to
govern with and for the people,

* President Obrezom is.nat the sort of
man, so frequently found
American countries,

a

1

in Latin- | try
who takes up a new | ment the future i= promising.’

» .

thing and tMden drops %1t half way
through, when some difficulties turn up.
Obregon analyzes fivst, andd if he finds
the matter feasible, he wili stick to it
and make it a success. Fe segs clearly
that the Ffuture of the country lles not
in wevolution, bul in a peaceful cettling
down and working out of the problems
of the country.

“CAny other country in the world al-
most would have been. completely
ruined by all these years of revolution,
but Mexico has a richness undreamed
of. It i3 so easy Lo male money down
there. 1 think that is one reason why
people there consider prosperity so little,
Anything that comes easily you do not
value very much.

1t Ilg my opinion that if this coun-
try really wapts to, assist - Mexico
United States should not hesitate one
moment to recognize the actual Govern-
ment which {a full of desire to build up
the country. Such recognition would
bring, not only American, but other na-
tions' capital to Mexico. That iz what
Mexico needs—capital—for the develop-
ment of her immense. resources. Devel-
opment would promice happiness for the
15.000.000 inhabilauts of Mexico. We
who bave been living in Mexico know
that the peopie are dead tired of revo-
lutions and thal if the pecople are of-
fered a fair chance to make their liv=
ing through honest work they will ac-
cept it gladly.

‘ Trom (vEI]PI‘&I Obregon, whom T
happen to know well, Mexico can expect
much more than from the last three
Presidents. His intentions are good; he
is full of enthusiasm to build up Mexico,
and I emphasize again that if this coun-
will recognize Obregon's Govern-
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s afios pasados pa=

recid una especie de confusidn s eranzas, con la Re-
SeglGn Christian Sc ero noruego que ha =

residido en México dura o8, 6l nuevo Gobier=-

Obregbn ha tenido un -

or hacer un Gobierno esta-

std en establecer el Gobierno y elevar al

hombre que inspira confianza. Pued= verse en
gsemblante la inteligencia, la honradez y la enercfla.
ére eliminar el militarismo y el exceso de politicoé -

e su perfodo presidencial y dar en camblo a idxico
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actual Goblrrno, porque todos creen @we OF gon quiere go-

bernar con sl pueblo y para el pughy

cuencia se encuentra en los p4 no-americanos, que

se contenta con dejar las cos fedias cuando se 1le pre-

pbrimero y, si en-
pe. E1 ve claramente

la revolucidn, sino

_si.este pafls realmente gquiere ajudar

i Unidos no titubearla un momento para re-
actual Gobierno que degea ardientemente recons-
{s. Tal reconocimisnto traerfa, no sdlo el ca=-

tal americano, sino el de otras naclones a Méxlco, Qué

Jgaaé; que éxico necesita? Capital para el desarrollo de
s

y NMensos recursos. Su desarrollo es la promda de fe-
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vir, lo aceptara gustosamentes$
Del Gereral Obrefdn,
co puede esperar mucho

dentes. Sus Intenciones

siasmo por reedificar a

pafls reconoce al on, el futuro sera una

promesa."



CONCESSIONS IN MEXICO.

Interests of the Mexicans Protected
in the Days of Diaz.

To the Editor of The New York Timesa:

I wish to commend the article in your
valued paper entitled ‘" The Square
Deal in Mexico.” In a later issue I
read a letter entitled ** Concessions in
Mexico,’”” to which I add a fervent
amen. While agreeing with Chester T.
Crowell, I feel that he did not go into
adequate detail.

I believe many Americans think, as
Mr. Crowell said that he did, that a
concession from Mexico meant or means
something for nothing. I assure you
that I found that such was not the case.
While President Diaz was in office
every concession of which I had any
knowledge protected the Mexican Gov-
ernment and people.

In 1901 I went to Mexico and after
many weeks of careful consideration on
the part of President Diaz and the Mex-
ican Congress was granted a conces-
slon; in plainer terms, was permitted to
go into Mexico, invest my money and
build what is known as the Pan-Ameri-
can Railroad, which is the railroad that
connects the National Tehuantepec Rail-
road with the Guatemalan frontier.

The Mexican Government was very de-
sirous of having the Pan-American
Railroad built and it gave me what
it considered a very favorable con-
cession, charter, permit, franchise, or
whatever you choose to call it, but
never for a moment did it forget to
protect Mexico and the Mexican In-
terests.

To illustrate: I first had to purchase
a large block of Mexican Government
bonds and deposit them with the Gov-
ernment as a guarantee that I would
fulfill my part of the concession. Sec-
cnd, I had to agree to employ noth-
but Mexicans for all the common labor
while constructing the road, and when
completed and in operation I was fur-
ther obliged to use at least one-third of
Mexicans in operating the road, so that
ultimately the Mexicans would be able
to operate the road without any outside
assistance. Other clauses in my conces-
slon, to safeguard the Mexican inter-
ests, were as follows:

‘“ Article 4. The gauge of the main
line between the outside flanges of the
rails shall be 4 feet 8% inches, but the
third rail may be laid if the company
conslders It desirable in order that it
may connect its tracks with others of
Narrower gauge.

‘* Article 7. The company will pay
monthly into the treasury e_vf the De-
partment of Communications atid "Public
Works, at once and so long as the con-
struction of the lihe and branch line
lasts, a sum of $500 for the technical
and administrative inspection of the
railroad, and once the construction is
completed the monthly payment to be
made by the company for the same ob-
Jject shall be $700 per month for the en-
tire term of the concession.”

I will not take up too much of your
valuable space with the exact copy of
the wvarious articles, but they dictated
the weight of the rail, the curvature,
and grades, that I should use. They
also agreed upon a tariff rate, but in-
serted a clause to the effect that all
Government troops and Government
supplies should be transported at one-
half the regular tariff rate, and last,
but not least, a clause in the concession
to the effect that at the expiration of
ninety ‘years ‘1the saild Pan-American
Railroad should revert to and become
the absolute property of the Mexican
Government, without cost. A similar
clause to:f the- last mentioned was in
every concession which came under my
observance; they varied only as to the
time of expiration. One concession for
an electrié company expired at the end
of slxty—tive years,

Much is* being said about oil conces-
slons. I have no knowledge of the
present so-called concessions. However,
in the early days of oil prospecting in
Mexico I am positive that an aequaint-
ance of mine bought outright much of
the land on which he thought there
might be oil; sometimes he took long-
term leases on which in some cases he.
had to pay several years’ rent in ad-
vance, and in other instances he paid
rent annually, but in every transaction
he paid, either by purchase or rent, and
yet that was called an oll concession.

Please do not get the impression that
I am disgruntled, because such 1s not
the case. I received a square deal from
President Diaz and the Mexican Gov-
ernment, and, while I endured many
hardships, I enjoyed every moment of
my stay there and grew to be very fond
of the people.

In conclusion, I wish to emphasize
that the word ‘' concesssion ' as I found
it used in Mexico, applied to any agree-
ment, contract, . transfer or franchise,
and not a grant of land, a monopoly of
some article of merchandise or favor
granted by the Government, as Mr.
Crowell so ably expressed it. Moreover,
I have never known of any concession
being issued by the Mexican Govern-
ment as a gift or under duress, but
there was ever the view of benefiting
Mexico, which, by the way, I heartily
approve. WALTER EVERETT.

New York, Jan. 3, 1921,
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Intereses liezg#Ctanos pro Diaz,
A1 Bditor #€1 New York Timegfrey
Le rscomiendo e articulo tiflilado "E1 Asunto Capi-

Pta titulada "anoe-

L

//f,,u:l en México", Ul#Tmane lef una ¢
!‘ e :-'..-. I. - N b

1co”, a Eehaiiaddlvn fervienté amen. Con-

£

i : _ PO v
,‘ Creo que fids piensan como lir. Crowell

= T dice gue pilensa 8 6n en lléxico no significa na-

"siempre fue asf. En la época

»

g protegid é&ste con las concesiones al Go-

N

con la¥frontera de Guatemala. .
E1l Gobisrno llexicano deseaba mucho la construccidn

rocarril Pan~Americano y me did la mas favorable con-



cesidon, privilegio, permiso, frangunicia
llamarla, pero nl por un momento se ol roteger a Mée
xlco ¥y a los Intereses mexicanos.

Me explicaré; Primsrament

emplear una tercera parie nexi en la explotacidn -

del ferrocarril y ultimam

"articul

exteriores de

Bra la inspeccidn administrativa y técnica del

45, v una vez terminada la construccidén el pago --
R - N .

N

égré la Compafifa serd de $700.00 durante el tér-

mio de la concestidn."

Le‘ahorro la copia de varios artfculos relativos,
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ﬂ" al pesode los rieles, a las curvas, a 1 pendlentes, ete.

Se estipuld una tarifa, pero se insertg¥la Cl@msula de que
las tropas del Gobiesrno y sus equipofp
mitad de pasajés y de fletes. Se I tarblén que al fi-

nalizar los noventa y nueve afiodflel GdBlerno quedarfa duefio

na clase, Todas las conces : @kta ultima clau-

caducd a los sesenta

¥y clnco afios.
Mucho se ha 4% as concesiones petrble-

ras. Yo on @fto de_ellas, actualmente, Sin em-

Br6leo y 'se haclan arrendamientos por va-

antado.

zco al Gobierno lMexicano y le agradezeo y

/

al pueblo mexicano la buena acogida gue me dise

Para terminar, le manifestaréd gue la palabra "conces:

como &€ usa en México, e aplica a un convenio, contra-

translacifn de dominio o franquicia, y no a la con-



_que debe aprobarse ds todo corazdn.

in articulo mer-

ceslidn de un terreno, a un monopolio de

r. Crowell

cant{l o favor concedido por el Gobis
lo ha expresado. Por otra parte, no £ conces’
sidén dada por el Gobierno Mexican

tivo, el Gobierno siempre procu

4

(F



que envid al Departarento de Estado en su -
de consejero de los reclamantes americanoSe

brrogacidn sobre el asunto fue dirigida al Go-
ufné liexicano por el Departamento de_Estado en esta se-

por George T, Summerlin, Lncargado de Wegocios alld.
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ra evitar el embargo de la propieda
rales, que, como él dlce, van en

Polk afirma en su Memorand principales favo-
recedores de los peticionarios os a guienes se les

ha adjudicado la propileda la 6n de la,Suprama'

& 1 s,
Corte ‘exicana, cuya va ada por los propieta-

rios americanos, son Ro Zstrada, rizano del actual Mi-

que la Corte llexicana rindiese su ch*—

s en el Ierorédndum, Panos Praslow, 'cufiado de

egocia es el beoho de gue 6l Ministro de Gaerra haya -
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. reses en la propledad.

enviado tropas federales pars gque toma

propiedad en vez de segulr las preve

e los recldmantes =
americanos estén seguramente inforh s de que los cludada-

no8 lngleses y franceses
L)

"$1 un e
riexicana,’
veinte aflos, cdmo se le ha de privar de

en la Corte; eso resultaria desastroso -

¢o, incluyendo su Suprema Corte, y se harfa por demas

pechosa,
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ARy 31 llemorandum cita las opiniones tas obtenidas

por los reclamantes amepicanos de mas promi-
cLen',
so contra la Com=

"pretenden y laeii

]

pafifa, el que los reclamantes

i L‘f‘ ¥

cortes confirman nue no e e a defectos en los

%+

artfciilos de incorporact

"Desde el principio aparece fraudulen-

te,” continda. "E1 eclamantes nexicanos)

vendid el 95% de cuestidn a una p&ndilla

de influyentes. cumento qgue pfueba gsta ==

-

ra el NEW YORK TIMES.

2oy medio de sﬁ Legacidn el Gobiermo In-

Gobierno lexicano una nota serejante
’,-;ﬁ Anericano vresentd protostando contra

Suprema?Corte respecto a las minas de Oraita

be han invertido $10,000,000, capital americano

¥ -
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Obregon alterara el Gabinete.

- e A e e A A

Ia distribucion que le dan los periodicos
de Mexlco le dan un nuevo rea justamiento,

(Times)

W ST OGP S A AR W ae s

Ciudad de Mexico, 15 de enero.- Que el presi-
dente Obregon piensa una inmediata reorganizacion de su Gabinete que afecta-
tara cuando menos a siete Secretarios, es lo que dicen los periodicos de
aquil. Ej Presidente ha evitado comentar los persidéens rumores de un cambio
de Gabinete, y ninguno de los personejes que se creen afectados con este
movimiento ha querido declarar a lguna cosa,

, i Se ‘sabe, sin embargo, que el doctor Cutberto
flidalgo, Ministro de nelaciones * xterlores, desea retirarse con el objeto
de poder hacer presion y obtener su candidatura como Gobernador del Estado
de Hidalgo. Alberto Pani, cuya mision en Washington ha sido temporalmente
dilatada, es nombrado como orobable sucesor, aunque Rafael Campany 7ubaren,
actual Ministro de Lomercio e Industria, ha sido designado para ocupar ese
puesto., Se dice que el General Enrique “strada esta considerando su renuncia

como encargado de la Secretaria de “uerra, y los periodicos dicen que sera
suplido por el general Angel llores. Adolto  de 1a Huerta, anterior Presiden-

te, tiene intenciones tambien, segun se dice, de retirarse de la “ecretaria
de Haclenda y hacerse cargo del Goblernocvel Estado de Sonora. Samtana Alma-
da, ahora Presidente de 1a Comision Monetaria, ha sido nombrado como slguien
te Ministpo de finanzas.

Pascual VYrtiz Rubio., kinistro de Lomunicacicnes,
es tamblen uno de los que van a renunciar, pero no se sabe el nombre de su
sucesor. Efi General Antonio Villarreal, actual ~ecretario de Agricultura,
cambiard su cartera y algunos periodicos dicen que substituira al Yeneral
Plutarco Flias Calles comp Secretario del ‘nterior, siendo nombrado el “ene-
ral Calles como uno de los probables candidatos a ocupar el Ministerio de

Guerra.

(Del Public Ledger, Philadelphia- Dice en
el parrafo relativo:

"Quinto.,-BRolshevismo debe ser suprimido y
los funciorarios bolsnevistas eliminddos de las oficinas. En esbo se conec-
ja a De la Huerta y Calles, miembros de Gabinete, cuyos nombres fueron
mencionados.



MEXICO - UNDER THE NEW REGIME.;W\
A Country Tired of Civil War and Anxxous to Put Its A‘fjﬁ

‘ n Order.

By FRANK BOHN.
(First Article.)

President Obregon has been in office
two months. The régime he represents
has been under way as the Government
of Mexico for nine months. These nine
months have wrought a mighty trans-
formation. To the average American
the new order {s such that after twenty-
four hours in the city he rubs his eyes
in amazement. For instance, there are
probably more - daylight robberies and
other crimes of viclence in New York
City in three days than there are in
Mexico City in a month. The streets of
Mexico City are, on the average, cleaner
than in New York City. I spent the en-
tire first day motoring about the city
in order to satisfy myself upon this
point.

I had niot been entirely unprepared for
surprigses, The train from Laredo,
Texas, had taken us. 800 miles over a
very good roadbed without any intér-
ruption or inconvenience of ‘any sort.
The million inhabitants of Mexico City
rise in the morning, go quietly and de-
cently to their work and return home
again at nightfall, giving evidence of
very much the same point of view and
‘purpose In life, day by day, as we our-
selves have.

Within one week of my arrival I talked
with scores of Mexicans, representing
every social class and every degree of
riches and poverty, education and ignoe-
rance. One sentiment s everywhers
heard among these people: ** We are ut-
terly weary of civil wars. We desire
peace and quiet. We possess a country
which is naturally very rich as well as
extremely beautiful. All we have want-
ed has beem a fair chance under an hon-
est and efficient Government. This we
now have. We desire, among other good
things, the respect and confidence of
our mneighbors. This we propose to
have."

Upon further acquaintance, one hears
'from educated and well-informed Mex-
ican liberals of all classes a further
statement in the way of a complaint.
This observation from a population
which ylelds to no other Latin people
|in the matter of good manners comes
: from those only whose entire confidence
| you have galned. It may be  stated
!brieﬂy as follows:
| “For ten years we Mexican liberals
have been fighting a desperate battle
:’for the freedom of our country. Our
| conflict has been like your own Revolu-
| tionary War and Civil War combined.
! We have been struggling against a na-
tional political dictatorship—agalnst ab-
| solute monarchy as well as for the free-
| dom of millions of our working people
' who were physically enslaved. Ten
fyea.rs of eclvil war, years of enormous
| sacrifices, of repeated and bitter disap-
i pointments—these are not easily borne
ar lightly considered in retrospect. Dur-
ing this time we received from your
icountry. from your Government and |
' from your people as well much less help |

4 -y -2
served. We may have left some of our
just debts unpaid. Did you settle all
your financial accounts promptly while
Washington's army was at Valley
Forge? We seem to you co be unable to
rule ourselves decently. Did vou seem
to rule yourselves decently in 18637 **

One day I had an hour of most intl-
mate conversation with Prime Minister
Calles, who is Minister of the Interior.
As I left him I asked a questlon which
brought forth a characteristic reply.
**What can the Government and the
people of the United States do to serve
vou best? " *“ One thing above all,”* he
sald, ‘' understand us."” Let us frankly
admit our fault. We have not cared
overmuch to understand Mexico and her
people. In 1913 an American woman in

a border town said to me what a great -

many Americans in the border States
were then thinking: “For heaven's sake,
why don't we give them all the guns
and ammunition they want and let them
kill each other off? Then we shall be
rid of them.” To the average American

the status of the Mexican people was

aptly expressed by that very dangerous
phrase of Kipling—she was merely one
of “the lesser breeds that know not
law.” Eventually, we took for granted,
willy nilly, we should have to govern
Mexico as Britain governs India or the
Crown colonies.

The nine months which have seen the
inauguration and development of the
new régime may well cause every
American to revise this view, if he held
it. 1t is not only clean streets and a
rallway which runs on time which indi-
cate the new era of Mexico's transfor-
mation. The Mexican National Govern-

ment is now served by a group of men
in office who are absolutely honest

Though guite inexperlenced, as most of
them arve, they are entirely devoted in
heart and mind to the service of thelr
country,

As the Mexlean ship of state proceeda
to sea various opinions of her future
are naturally being formed. Perhaps
the majority of Americans whe have

the time to, view her progress at all

take for granted that her machinery
will soon be out of order, her hull will

spring a leak, and her crew proceed to

wage ruthless battle with her ol.’ficm's._
After intimate interviews with the lead-
ing men of the new Government I am

emboldened to take a totally different .

view. The Mexican people are going to
succeed in their great task of democ-
racy. There are forces at work in Mex-
ico which have been and are totally

lacking in Central and Eastern Europe.

Taith in democracy for the majority of"
mankind s now at low ebb. Granted
that if anybody is disposed to despali of
free government as a universal prin-

| ciple, these seven years just past have

made for disillusionment and bewailing.
To such minds the basic facts to be
presented regarding Mexico are a most
hopeful sign, prorﬁum)ing regeneration

| and sympathy than we thought we de-| through (h moer, acy.

r
|
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MEXICO UNDER THE NEW REGIME.

General Calles and His Plans

99

for the Reorganization of the

Mexican Nation.

By ¥YRANK BOHN

(Second

Plutarco Calles is called ‘' The Strong
Man of Mexico."! He is Premier and
Minister of the Interior. Around this
man there ars gathered the forces of
liberalism and progress. The task of
reconstruction being stupendous and the
public mind doubtful, to say the' least,
it instinctively seeks out the strong man
to lean upon. The comparison may not
be any too helpful, but to the mind of
the young democracy in Mexlco Calles

is  Alexander Hamilton and Thomas |

Jefferson combined, Naturally enough
I was much interested to discover what
manner of man it was who had come to
loom so large in the public eye. I was
fortunate in being permitted to see him
repeatedly and to talk over his policies
with him' in considerable detail.

Calles is tall and large of build, a
“hard” man. Years of campalgning
have accentuated his ' coppery com-
plexion. I judged that he is one-eighth
or one-fourth Indian. The two basic
experiences in his 1life are expressed
clearly in his face. He was a school
teacher and school inspector and devoted
for many years to the educatisn and
social upbuliding of his people. Second,
during the long, long period of the civil
wars he won the name * The Tiger
of Sonora.”” He joined the revelutionary
army of Madero as a common soldier,
When he rose to a position of high com-
mand he proved to be a relentless dis-
ciplinarian. Where there was
guerrilla fighting he distinguished him-
gelf as an intrepid leader possessing a
power of physical endurance to an ex-
traordinary degree. The years of revo-
lutionary campaigning have never dis-
tracted his attention primarily from the

ultimate moral and social purpose of it |

all. He has fought for the political
liberation and the soclal progress of all
Mexico. In any country in the world
that face would mark the man In ever
so large a crowd,

Calles is now 43 years of age. FEigh-
teen years a student and an educator,
six or seven years of bitter warfare
under the tropical sky, three vears
Minister of Commerce and Labor under
Carranza, agaln the gage of physical
battle—that great decision because, in
his opinion, Carranza wmisused the
Presidential office to perpetuate hls
political power—now, at last, Calles is
Premier and his chance has come., His
quiet demeanor and carefully chosen
words give emphasis to every statement.
He seems to have registered an oath
with the gods to win for Mexico every-
thing which he set out to win as a
country school teacher iwenty-eight,
vears ago and as a privaie soldler ten
years ago.

‘ What leads you to really believe, as
a practical man,” 1 asked, ‘‘that you
and your companions can do as much
for Mexico as you wish to do? You are
going to educate everybody and democ-
ratize everything, it seems.”

I have supreme faith in.the people,”
he sald. *‘ They can have everything
ﬂwy really wish to have. Our people
want peace, freedom, work, education,
the physical comforts and the true social
values, the higher values of 1ife. They
are going to get them. If we who are
now in power do not serve them hon-
orably they will turn us out as they
turned out Carranza.™

“Why have you such faith
people?”’

“TI am one of them. I know them. The
first pair of shoes I ever wore I worked
for. I needed them because I had se-
cured a position to teach school, and the
pair of shoes was one of the require-
ments. No man can know the people as
I do, from the bottom up, and not have
faith in them. Our people are possessed
of character, courage, loyalty, spiritual
zeal, They shall win for themselves a
civilization which all the world shall
respect and admire.”

“* You have been Minister of Contmerce
and Labor for three years. You are now
Prime Minister, What have vou done,
briefly, and what ars you now doing, in
a practical way?"’

“We began four years ago in the ad-
ministration of the Department of Com-
merce and Labor, where most politiclans
start. We then set about to try te find
a solution, albeit but & partial solution,
of the problem of labor and capital. We
met the working people more than half
way. Personally I have never gone to
the working people and said, ‘* What can

in the

much |

o " G2

I 'do for you?' I have rather urged
them to do for themselves and for their
country. Instead of, having them form
the habit of coming to us for help we
have gone to them for help in bullding
the new Mexico.”

This led us to a discussion of the two
famous articles of the Constitution, 2
and 123, about which so much Dbitter
controversy has been raised, The new
régime in Mexico is based squarely upon
these two economie pillars. If either of
these articles s ignored Mexico will
again collapse through revolution. Ar-
ticle 27 deals with the wvital matter of
the conservation of national resources
and the regulation of their use. Article
123 is the fundamental labor law of the
republic. They are the primary result of
the revolution.

Let me here emphasize an fmportant
feature of present-day revolutions In the
0Old World as well as the New. I have
already dwelt upon this matter in the
columna of THeE TiMed, but it cannot
be too often reiterated. These revolu-
tions in Central and Eastern Europe, in
China, and in Mexico, are so difficult of
constructive direction because they must
fulfill & dual purpose. The revolutions
of the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies in Western Europe and America
sought to establish only the poiitical
freedom of the peoples. Anglo-Saxon
Bill of Rights or Latin Rights of Man
alike sought merely the protection of
the Individual, of individual property
and of the small property-holder, under
the law. A present day revolution, in
| thig time of great industrialism and the
| soclal problem, is never satisfied with a
| system of political rights. It inevitably
demands soclal and economic readjust-
ments. After my observation of the
unutterable fallures of the revolutionavy
forces in Germany, Hungary and Russia
to tackle their reconstruction problems
from the right point of view, it was re-
freshing to have Calles and his col-
leagues discover thelr policles and meas-
ures to me. X

** Great masses of your people, a ma-
jority in faet,” I said to Calles, ** are
| flliterate. Three millions of your natives
live in & more or less primitive state,
without even the slightest knowledge of
the Spanish language. You are thrust
suddenly, within half a generation, into
all the turmoil of modern industrialism
and revolution as well. Your people are
untrained politlcally, I have observed
in Europe that the more ignorant, the
more backward and incapable is the
revolutionary population, the more it is
stuffed with dreams and led by criminals
to its own slaughter.'”

“ Those who lead the people in such
4 - crisls must understand their weal-
nesses and vices, as well as thelr virtues
and legitimate desires. I can see suc-
cess only through going to work. W
are building. We begin by bullding
schools, roads, irrigation plants. We are
settling the unemployed upon land—their
own land, otherwise we could not suc-
ceed."’

This thought gove me my first real
confidence in the new Mexico—in the
plans of Calles and his colleagues. Most
European countries are overpopulated--
packed with a mass of starvelings whom
no means of social progress can do
much for, The slums of, Naples will be
the slums because there is no possibility
of the masses producing enough there
for themselves under any soclal system
whatever. In Mexico conditlons are
wholly  different. Mexico possesses
enormous areas of rich lands, easily
irrigable. Mexico is bursting with nat-
ural resources. Her people can so easily
find and develop plenty for all. All she
needs is intelllgent leadership and a
public mind wisely directed into practi-
cal channels and patient enough to wait
for natural results. Calles went on to
discuss the practicalities. His hobby is
public education. Wherever he started
he always came back to the main idea.
Mexico educated would be Mexico lib-
erated, socialized, =aved.

Had the life of Charles Sumner been
| lived in our generation; had his burning
| enthusiasm for the emancipation of the
| slave been turned in the direction of the
| democratic solution of the labor prob-
| lem, the education and Americanization

of the Immigrant and the negro, the con-
servation of natural resources and the
abolition of unnecessary poveriy—then
| we, in the United States, should have
| had a Calles.
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De la Huerta and the Financial Problems of Mexico—First Steps

Toward Re-establishing the Coustcv.

By FRANK BOHMN.
(Third Article.)

The present political .situation in the
Mexican ‘capital I8 simple and may be
briéfly summarized. A
population has placed the reins of gov-
ernment in the hands of a small group
of able men. These include President
Obregon, his Cabinet of seven members,
and a half dozen others who stand close
to them and share their confidence. The
composition of the Cabinet is llke that
of President Washington. It represents
an effort to bring together the most
important and servicable men of the
revolutionary period. ‘These men _are
idealistic In ideas and purpose. They
are trying to deo enormous deeds. They
would like to gain, during these four
Years, the progress Mexico should have
made during the past fifty. The oppo-
sition.against them within, and perhaps
from without, will naturally grow
stronger with each passing day. There
are trouble makers in great numbers
and trouble-breeding conditions. Let us
admit at once that the chances are
against this. honest and fearless leader-
ship. But they deserve 'thé understand-
ing, the sympathy, and the help of all
the progressive and decent men and
women of the whole world.

Adolfo de la Huerta, Minlster of tne
Treasury, has had quite as varied an ex-
perience during these ten years of
turmoil as Calles. He is only 39 years
of age. Following yeara of service in
the revolutionary army he was placed
for two years as Mexlcan Consul Gen-
eral in New York City. Preceding the
overthrow of Carranza he was Governor
of the State of Sonora for a year. Be-
fore the reveolution he held a elerical
position in a bank. So he is technically
somewhat fitted for his present office.
The fact that he was Provisional Presi-
dent from- the fall of Carranza until
Dec. 1 last indicates hlg hlgh standing
gmong the group which is now domi-
nant in the Mexican Government.

Racially de la Huerta is a curious
admixture of Spanish, Indlan and
Polish Jew. An American Journalist
and labor leader sald to me, after hav-
ing secen a great deal of de la Iluerta.:
““ There is something enigmatical about
his face. 1 find myself looking at it
and ‘sometimes neglecting to note what
he says'' No wonder. A variety of
ancestors seem to be striving for
mastery in the expression of that face
But the mind back of the face never
seems to be in doubt of its position.
Like his chiefs, Obregon and Calies, de
Ja. Huerta has followed a relentlessly
conslstent course during the revolution
and after. In fact, all those who belong
{o the inner group have been created
' by the revolution and tried in ils re-
peuted fires.

The finanecial problem, the solution of
which is put up to de la Huerta, con-
| stitutes the most immediate task of the
| republic. Revolutionary Governments
| galore have gone to wreck on the rock
| of wildeat financing. Americans have
|but to remember the bitter gtruggle of
Aloxander Hamilton against the paper
| money fanatics and against the advo-
| cates of repudiztion.: Ordinarily a revo-
| lution bhates with violent bitterness any
| man who knows anything about the
| tinancial ,and fiscal factors of govern-
| ment. No wonder the expression on de
| 1a’ Huerta's face now puzzles the cold-
| blooded onlooker.

A sound finaneial pelicy for an infant
| Government "and nation must be based
upon a carefully prepared list—a list
of economic misdeeds which dare not be
| attempted. De la Huerta has made out
' his list and has posted it at large before
| the eyes of his fellow-cltizens.
| First, the Mexican Government will
| not base its fiscal policy on paper fgsues,

More than that, it is issuing no paper

war-weary,

7,'/6" 7

money at all and will permit the bhanks
to issue only with the most careful over-
sight. -When you cash a check at a
Mexican bank you get gold and silver
in return, and nothing else, except cop-
per centavos. If you are so fortunate
as to be able to spend a twenty-peso gold
piece at a store you receive, again, noth-
ing but gold and silver as change. Just
as Mexico has a positively gound reason
for faith in her social and economic
future generally, which faith is based.
on plenty of free land for her country
people, so Mexico may have equal faith
in a fiseal policy based on metallic
money., Mexican mines producs the gold
and silver. The financial reck on which
s0 many high revolutionary hopes have
been wrecked need not threaten in the
least the Mexican ship of State.

Second, de la Huerta is pursuing very
strictly the poliey outlined under the
Carranza Administration of keeping the
national outlay within the income. To
borrow largely in New York or London
would be fatal. All the leaders of the
Government teach the strictest economy
a4s a sort of religion. They wear ready-
madé clothes and seem to live as simply
as they did when they were in the army.
The great opera house, begun many
¥ears ago, Is still incomplete. The framea
of the Chamber of Deputiecs bullding
stands naked as it was ten years AFO0.
What money they have is expended in
settling the peons upon the land and
mending the rallways. They have re-
solved to move forward slowly and
surely. De la Huerta seems to have
visualized perfectly the meaning of the
*“ Big Stick ** which the outside ereditors
could wield over the head of the new
régime if credits were unduly increased.
What he does not borrow he will not
have to repay. No old-fashioned Puri-
tanle New England farmer ever showed
a tighter financial fist to the money-
lender and the sales agent. Every de-
partment of the Mexican Government,
every public inst‘Itution supported out of
the national Treasury, is crying for
funds. De la Huerta faces all of them,
talks in a mumbling volce and gets
away with it. The de la Huerta face
appears very different at different times
and to different people, but it nevar
registers a fundamental svorry.  Of
course, he knows, as every well-in-
formed man in Mexico knows, that the
financial future of the country, if the
present Government conilinues to exiat,
is as assured as the flow of the Culf?
Stream. The sum totals of exports and
imports are rapidly climbing. But the
exports exceed the imports. Mexico pro-'
duces raw materials primarily and all
the world ecraves raw materials. Ofl,
copper, silver and slsal grass will com-
mand a market in good times or bad,

Finally, de la Huerta purposes, and in
this his Government is solidly behind
him, that Mexico shall meet every . just
and honorable obligation to the outside
world. He seems to have grasped tnu
truth. that there are no re»olu"lonﬂr:{
methods in this matter of balancipg a
set of books. Sound national credit to-
morrow is based on the deeds of /yestar-
day and today. Governments may come
and Governments may go, but each has,
for the time being, the nation’s reputa-
tion in its keeping. The credit of our
Government in the Civil War was basad
on more than the will of the majority
to maintain the Union. It was founded
on the character and understanding and
willipower of Alexander Ilamilton. The
course he charted was never really
changed. The course de la IIuerta has
laid out being according to the very
soundest of financial principles, will help
as much as anything to bring Mexico
to her appointed destination,
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Proposals of Villarreal to Settle the Long Struggle Over thc Land

f

Questlon.

The ven years of revolution in Mexico |
have been, nine parts out of ten, the
conflict of the enslaved peons for {ree-
dom upon the land. Mexico's industrial
system, compared with that of the United :
States, {8 exceedingly immature. Her |
factories are few and small. Her mines, |
though more important, have never em- |
ployed 100,000 workers out of a popula-
tlon of 15,000,000 The Mexican masses

lived upon the land—somebody else's
land—in poverty, filth, ignorance and
hopelessness. Ten years of revolution

have at last placed those who honestly
represent the masses In supreme coutrol
of the national Government.

When I went to see Villarreal, the Min-
Ister of Agriculture, T found him sick in |
bed. Ilis enthusiagm, however, seemed
to be unabated by his illness. For some
three hours he dissected for me the
plans of his Government with reference
to ag riculture. Much of this time was
‘devoted to an analysis of the great land
|Iaw which is about to be enacted. (For
‘a translation of this bill see The Nation
‘of Feb. 9.) The fundamentals of this
law may be enumerated as follows:

1. Recognition of the right of ever:.»"
citizen to own land.

2. The taking over and distribution
of such large landed estates as are not
properly worked at present; preservation
of those large estates which, being prop-
erly cultivated, serve as examples of
modern agriculture,

3. Restriction of the grants to rela-
tively small afeas, from twelve to fifty
acres,

4. Payment for the land to all right-
ful present possessors by the Government
or local agricultural board. Payment to
the Government or to the local board by
the grantee in twenty equal annual in-
stalments,

Of course the plan, as embodied in
the bill, is one thing, the execution
thereof quite another. :The Mexican
peon is at present a most inefficient
farmer. An American who has worked
on farms in our Middle West or Far West
requires a great stretch of imagination
to envisage a prosperous and happy
Mexican rural population.

*“\What have you done? What are you
doing? What are you doing right now
to solve the land problem?' 1 asked

Villarreal. ' Have you any results to|
show 7 '’
**Let ma describe, a8 an example,’”’ he

replied, ** the community of Mixquihuala,
In the State of Hidalgo. Here were 3,000
slaves living in miserable shacks. They
lived and worked on the great hacienda
of Tturbide. This enormous estats,
| many millions of acres in extent, con-
'tamed many such groups of people, We
|divided among the heads of famlilies nt
.\‘[hquihuala 7,600 hectares of well ir-
|rigated lands. Iach family received,
| generally, saven and a half hectares
| (about eighteen acres). Very recently

1 visited the town agalin. A great crowd
of people met me at the station, They
were riding good horses. Two hundred
homes have been built, They have three
newly built school houses and have asked
my department for teachers of agri-
.culture.

“ During the month of December 19,000
soldiers were discharged from the army
and s=ettled upon their own land. Our!
department has fifty agricultural en-
gineers at work surveying new allot-
ments and arranging for their distribu-
tioa.

‘“ One of our most successful efforts
has been the gettlement of the bandits.
Ve have already founded eight bandit
colonies. We give them implements, in- |
cluding tractors,” trucks and Ford cars. |
They are building roads and schools for |
themselves. These groups of -bandits |
started originally to fight for freedom
and became, with time, professional out-
laws. We find no difficulty in winning
their sympathy and their consent to set-
tle dovn and go to work, if we only
keep our promises to them.
in the Stata af Qowrn Tt

One colony | |

By FRANK BOHN,
(F&urth Article.)

vears, some ten thousand square miles
of territory. Mis three thousand out-
laws have now become peaceful farm-
ere.’

Villarreal went on to mention a dozen
other such efforts—lands irrigated,
homes and schoolhouses built, the pao-
ple buying good clothies, automoblies
and installing telephone systema. 1In ali
over one hundred communities have been
estabiished. This has been accom-
plished upon lands already in the pos-
gession of the Government.

When the propoesed land bill becomes .
law and the great haciendas begin to be |
divided, if all goes well, one of the larg-
est constructive tasks in social progress i
in the history of the world will me wall
under way. Mexico, like Bast Prussia
and Tungary, has been a country of
great landed estates. 'The hacienda of
Terrazas in Chihuahua contains 8,500,000 |
acrea, It is larger than Holland or the
State of Maryland.

To understand the means of approach
to this enormous problem one must
carefully read the proposed land bill. It
must be constantly kept in mind that
there were very few small land holdings
in Mexico at the outbreak of the revo- ;
lution. By far the larger part of the |
arable land of the country was not and ,
ia not cultivated because the great land
holders were satisfied with an income
derlved from stock raising or the leasing
of mining rights., The land réform biil
provides that any large estate which is
properly cultivated as a unit shall not
be molested. But of these latter thers
are very few.

The new budget contains an item of
25,000,000 pesos (§12,500,000) for the ir-
rigation of arid lands. Already an {rri=-
gation corps has been organized under 7
the direction of competent engineers.
Work has begun in the States of Guana-
juate and Chihuahua, 100,000 acres belng
irrigated in the former State and 125,000
acres In the latter.

The financing of the settlers, both as
regards their land and their equipment,
will be undertaken by a system of land
banks. Under the Diaz régime a land
bank was established which turned over
to the owners of ninety large haclendas
a total of 63,000,000 pesos. Theoretically,
there was always supposed to be a
Government mortgage on those hacl-
endas. Practically, the fact seems to
have been guite forgotten. It will now
bas revived and the estates which are
heavily mortgaged to the Government
Bank will be selzed. The land bank will
now loan money to the farmers at 8
per cent. to 8 per cent., instead of the
30 per cent. to 28 per cent., which they
are now paving to the private banks.

The Agricultural Department is co-op- 3
erating with the Burecau of Education in
the matter of agricultural schools. The- ‘
agriculture school, until recently located
in the Citygof Mexlco, is being moved
Into the countiry, and g thousand selected
students are being given fellowships by _‘
the department. A chair of agricultural
education iz being founded in every !
State normal school.

The facts presented to me by the
Minister of Agriculture would {fill an
entire edition of THE TIMES. We have
room here for just a word more. The ;
Department of Agricudture ha® estab-
lished a bureau to purthase farm ma-
chinery in large quant/ ties in the Unlted
States and sell to the farmera in Mexleo
at cost. This bureau is now operating.
in Mexico City and Torreon. Branches
will be established in every concsiderable |
town. An expert fruit grower has boeen,
| brought from California to establish 100 - .
small model fruit farms in different °
parts of the country. These will serve
| as educational centres. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture controls the national
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:foresm and will now proceed with a
| policy of conservation and atfure.;;ts,uon.
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My evening with Villarransl
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Dr. Vasconcelos and Educational Regeneration—A Great Field for

\

. American Assistance to Mexico.

s By FRANK BOHN.
(Flfth_ Article,)

In approaching the subject of education

in Mexico, the first question to be an-
!swered is one of racial psychology. Ap-
iproxima.tely. of every five persons in
Mexico, two are native Indians, two are
|mlxed native and Spanish and only one
ils of pure Spanish descent. The ques-
tion concerns the mentality of Lthe native
and mixed elements compared with that
of the whites. Can . they learn as rapid-
ly? Can they be really interested in the
things of the mind? In how far is edu-
cation of use to them, and what sort of
| education?

I discussed this gquestion with three
men particularly—FProfessor Maillefert of
the National Bureau of Archaeology, Dr.
Neguera, sometime graduate student at
Harvard and now instructor in the Na-
'tional University of Mexico, and Dr.
Vaaconcelos, Director of the Natlonal
University and Chief of the Bureau of
Education in the National Government.
¥ach replied, without the slightest hesi-
taney, that the mind of the native Indian
of Mexico, provided body and mind were
alike properly nourished and trained, is
in every way the equivalent of that of
his white fellow-citizen. This is proved
in their everyday experience as edu-
cators. Always having been doubtful, I
felt much reassured by their statements.
The relentless trend of population, in-
deed the very basic geographical and
biographical foundations of life, have de-
creed that not only Mexlico, hut also en-

| larging portions of our American border
States, are to be populated, eventually,

We Nordics killed the natives or hur-
ried them out of the land. The kindlier
Latins, after the flrst rude congquests,
preserved and protected the natives and
dwelt among them as friends and breth-
ren. Shame, if nothing else, should drive
us to help the white minority in Mexico
i fts task of civilizing and educating
the aborigines,

The problem of the education of the
Mexican masses, like every other prob-
lem we are discussing in these awsticles,
i enormously difficult. Educational con-
ditions at present resemble those in
Ruseia or the rural parts of our own
South. Only men and women who are
rendered enthusiastic by the idealism in-
herent in the great transformation can
have the courage to set about the execu-
tion of the plans which have been
formed. T met and talked to Dr. Vas-
concelos at the university four times, 1
saw something of his teachers and stu-
dents. I was present at the dedication
of an evening school for the working
people, Dr. Vasconcelos presiding at the
ceremonifes. These experiences permlt-
ted me not only to study the problem
but also to sense the spirit which ob-
taina,

Once Dr. Vasconcelos became historical
in his conversations. ‘' These university
buildings,” he sald, ** which you say are
very good, were erected In the eighteenth
century. At that time we were the first
country of the Amerlcas, and this eity
was the most populous and advanced
centre of civilization in the hemisphere.
ndeed, the university was founded short-
Iy after the Spanish conguest. But the
last hundred years,” he added, sadly,
“have seen so littler progress and so
often deterioration.”” p

Just as the hope of Mexico in the field
of land reform rests with the Natjonal
Congress and the Land bill now placed
[ before it, so the forces of the new educa-
{ tion in Mexico have rallled around the
Eduecation bill, which probably will be
accepted almost exactly as presented.
(For translation of this bill ses The
Nation, issue of Feb. 9.) It is impossible
to summarize this document in a few
words. It provides for the establishment
of a Federal Department of Public Edu-
catlon. (It is expected by some of his
|friends that Dr. Vasconcelos will per-
haps enter the Cabinet as Minister of
| Education.) The department will super-
ivise,:

1. The four natlonal unlversities and
| the State colleges of industry, agricul-
| ture and pedagogy.
| 2. The establishment and management
of all public libraries.

by a race of mixed white and Indian blood.

of these features at considerable length.
Edueation shall be free, secular and
compulsory in the primary grades. Re-
ligious societies are not permitted to
conduet schools. It is interesting to
note, that the Government, under the
provisions of the bill, must feed, clothe
and educate all children of the republie
under 14 vears of age who are orphans
or whose parents for any good reason
cannot support them.

As Dr. Vasconcelos handed me a copy
of the bill he said:

* We wish to appeal to all the educa-
tional forces in your country to assist
us in our great task. Let me be specific,
We know exactly 'what manner of help
we most need. First, we are sending 26+
selected students to be placed in the ¢ ..
gineering and agricultural schools of
the United States. We are going to pay
all their expenses. Will you help us dea-
ignate the schools and apportion the stu-
dents? Cannot also a number, 1 hope a
great number, of supporting fellowships
be established by your universities and
technical schools and by private donors?
I do not wish to scem visionary or men-
tion figures which seem inordinately
large. Perhaps my hopes outrun reali-
ties. But I wish to see, as soon as pos-
sible, a thousand Mexican sfudents in
vour universities and technical schools,
being trained for positions of leadership
in our country. We shall be happy to
receive exchrmge' students, ;not a larga
number at first, but as many as we can
take care of. A mutual service in-these
things will bind us together by the
strongest possible ties.”

As was my custom in conversing with
these men of the new Mexico, I hera put
to him the questions which inevitably
came to mind: ** What have you already
done? What are you doing right now?
What financial means have you at your
disposal? What means will you certainiy
have in the immediate future?

“ Qur regular budget,” was the reply,
‘*¢carries about 8,000,000 pesos (about
£4,000,000) for the Federal education ser-
vice. The bill now to be placed befora
the Chamber, and sure of becoming law,
increases this appropriation to 23,000,000
pesog. T am insistent upon one point—
that we concentrate upon elementary
schools and free public libraries. If hslp
in considerable degree can come from
the educational forces of the United
Sates and from some of your farseeing
philanthropists wiio Citn w2 Loade to vw
derstand how great s our n th
help should be given to the versiti
and the State colleges. About twenty so-
ralled universitles, scattered throughout
15 many States, are now to be turned
into colleges restricted to the preparation
of students in pedagogy, agriculture and
industry. If we conld get help for thes:
—a modicum of help—at once, it wouls
mean so much to us.”

Dr. Vasconcelos went on to desecrik
the Mexican system of education, whic
has been based upon that of the Frenc
The boy or .girl ordinarily leaves t
secondary school at the age of 14 or '
He then spends four years at a p
paratory college, after which he ent
a technical or professional school
the university. The National Univers
in the City of Mexico now has 2,
students In grades above the preparat
college.

I left the university that particu
day with my mind ohsessed by t
ideas: First, we Americans who h:
spent so many millions of dollars uy
every conceivable sort of educatio;
.and missionary task in the remot
recesses of the world, have consisten
and almost entirely neglected to give |
slightest help to our most immedil
southern neighbor. Second, this nei
bor, starving for what we can do for
in an educational way, is yet preps
to give measure for measure. Educs
Mexico is possessed of the finest L
culture. An evening spent at a
with leaders of her intellectuai
artistic life is quite as delightful ¢
evening amid gimilar circles in Pa?
Geneva. Her Intellectual classes
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What Will Be the Influence of Chapultepec Castle During the Next

Four Years?

By FRANK BOHN,
(Sixth Artlcle)

The Castle of Chapultepec is located)
on a high hill several miles to the west |
of the City of Mexico. It presents a |
fine view of the city on one hand, the
mountains on the other. This historical
palace, the anclent residence of the
Montezumas, has been. a decelver of
the souls of men., I have not the slight-
¢st doubt that it has addled the heads
of many a well-meaning and simple-
minded Mexican who has been called
there by the votes of his fellow-citizens.
In no capital in the world is the national
palace or executive mansion more shut
off from the vreach of the popular pulse
and mind. All this is most unfortunate.
Much better to tura Chapultepec into a
national musesum and bulld a smple
executive residence like No. 10 Downing
Street, for instance, in the midst of the
city, The palace suggests the office.
In Mexico the President, besides pos-
seesing nearly all the powers of our
own Chief BExecutive, has the added |
right and duty of presenting ‘bills to |
Congress—not at all a bhad proviston |
from the point of view of efficiency, but
making enormously for centralization of
power in the hands of the executive.

President Obregon was elected by a
majority of twenty-four to one. Ilven
the most cynical forelgner in Mexico
City declared that the election was con-
ducted with absolute honesty. Obregon
is the most popular man In Mexico and
his popularity is not undeserved, He
has been not only a very good General.
He started life as a simple farmer and
the agricultural masses are exceedingly
class-conscious just now, Obregon is the
living symbol of national unity in the
great task of reconstruction. The hon-
esty of the man is unquestioned in any
quarter. Unhappily, during hls two
months in office his health has not been
always good. Yet I am informed that
the work he has accomplished has been
prodigious in amount and generally good
in quality. He has done his own think-
ing with reference to economle and polit-
feal questions. His mind, whlile lacking
the training, through intellectual oppor-
tunities, of some of his colleagues,
seems {0 be essentlally clear in regard
to immediate measures as well as gen-
eral policies. James Bryce long ago
pointed out In his ** American Common-
wealth " that ** After all, a President
need not be a man of brilliant gifts.
Firmness, common sense and, most of
all, honesty, an hcnesty above suspicion
of personal interest, are the qualities
which the country chiefly needs in its
first magistrate.” Quite likely Obregon
is just the man for the task at this time.
So much depends upon him that an ex-
amination of his position cannot but be
worth while.

If Obregon succeeds in being a truly
democratic President he will be the first
exception to that long line of his prede-
cessors who, for just a hundred years,
have trled and falled. Political’ democ-
racy can succeed permanently ' only
where a lirge majority of the citizens
are economlcally successful and satls-
fied. 1In previous articles we have indi-
cated that Mexico has not heretofore
possessed any social class which could
serve as the foundation for a democratic
national life. She is just now develop-
ing such a class by settllng the peons
on the land and protecting the growing
labor organizations, In this lles the
hope of an orderly and law-abiding
Government during the four years to
It will be orderly if the people

come.
get what they want locally. It will be
law-ablding generally if the law is

obeyed in Chapultepec. 'The Congress,
in both houses, is overwhelmingly Lib-
eral, and will undoubtedly give full sup-
port to the nation’s leadership.

If Obregon fails the nation then the
old, old story will have to be told again.

Teaching the principles and methods of
democracy to a newly liberated people,
however well suited to the purpose, is a
long and arduous task. Just a century
elapsed between our American Declara-
tion of Independence and the withdrawal
of the Federal troops from the South by
President Hayes. The rule of the major-
ity through accepting the results of hon-
est elections, the rights of the minority
maintained through democratic princi-
ples of legislation, the rights of the
individual secured by means of a sound
judiciary—these are still idealisms and
deferred hopes not only in Mexico but
in many an American State and city
government.

The elements of discord in Mexico will
be of small or great importance accord-
ing to the turn of economic conditions
and political events. There exists a
small but neoisy c¢lags of extreme revo-
lutionists. These include ILatin An-
archo-Syndicalists, largely derived from
Spain. There are also recent immi-
grants from the United States and from
Russia via the United States, many of
whom claim to be Bolsheviki. During
the sessions of the Pan-American Labor
Congress a section of these latter re-
caleitrants published leaflets containing
bitter invectives against the congress,
and especlally against the labor move-
ment of Mexico. One crowd told me
that they expeected a soclal revolution
in Mexico within five years and the
immediate establishment of the Eoviet
system. I asked them if they expected
‘“ the {lliterate and primitive portion of
the Indian population to take over and
Sovietize industries which do mnot yet
exist,” but received no definite reply.
The Seocfalist element in the labor
unions and the labor unions as a whole
have shown a large degree of con-
structive intelligence during the critical
events of the last year., The greatest
danger is from the uprisings of Impa-
tient country people or isolated Indian
tribes and disgruntled and self-seeking
army officers, with thelr contingents.
Obregon and his Cabinet have decided
that they are going relentlessly to exe-
cute the Constitution and the laws. If
anybody iz not satisfled with the Gov-
ernment he .must wait until the next
national election. In January an inclpi-
ent rising in the army was qulckly
s‘ta.mpgd out. 1 believe that the pres-
er.t Administration will continue during
the four years provided by law. To
President Obregon has come an onpor-
tunity which comes so seldom to an in-
dividual in the historical process. Ha

may, Iif he wishes, write his name large:

in the history of his country. Discern-
ment, the restraint that begins with hu-
mility, the wisdom which constantly
secks out and makes use of wise coun-
sel—will the Sonora farmer and rebel
General measure up in these things?
If Obregon could read English I should
send him a copy of * The Diary of
Gideon Welles."

As I stood outside the President's re-
ception room, in the topmeost portion of
Chapultepec, one of the President's
friends described to me the final attack
of the American troops in 1847. The
hardy veterans of General Wintleld
Scott climbed the walls and scaled the
ramparts in medieval fashion. The
castle was defended by the boys of the
National Military School. Their de-
fense was desperately brave and won
them high pralse from the conquerors.
It is an oft-told and touching story to
patriotic Mexicans—like the stoiy of
Bunker Hill. My Informant becamsa
dramatic and the now remote past was
revived. Later, when we left the Pres!-

dent, I wished for the time machlne
fabricated by the imagination of H.
G. Wells in order to proceed frony
that past into the future and dlscover
what will happen during these coming
four years at Chapultepec.,




MEXICO UNDER THE NEW REGIME.

Our Future Relations With South America Dependent in Large
Measure on Our Relations With Mexico. N

By FRANK BOHN,

(Seventh

A spectre hovered over the scene at
the recent sessions of the Pan-Amerl-
can Labor Congress in the City of Mex-
ico., It was the spirit of Latin-Ameri-
can enmity for the United States. In
varying degrees, from a mere shadow
to a creature of frightful wmien, it was
never absent from the mind of any on-
looker whose mind penctrated at all be-
neath the surface. There were three
delegates from Santo Domingo—waell
dressed, highly educated and two of
them eloguent. Their well-congsidered
defense of thelr country, now controiled
by the United States naval forces, did
honor to themselves and to those they
represented. Sent to the congress by
the Santo Domingan labor unions, they
represented in reallty the entire people
of their distracted country. The sec-
ond day of the congress theéy came to
luncheon with me. I confess that I left
the table rather weak in spirit, The
repregsentative of the labor unions of
Colombia saw looming before him every
time. he rose to speak, which was often
enough, not: the Panama Canal com-
pleted, but the Panama Canal * grab."
He introduced a resolution stating that
‘“the workers of Colombia having a
profound feellng of resentment against
the violation of the sovereignty of Co-
lombla by the American Government
* * % in 1903" and " that the act be
censured.”” Representatives of Central
American States declared that they fully
expected permanent Intervention by the
United States and the loss of thelr sov-
ereignty and freedom. The delegates
of the American Federatlon of Labor,
headed by Samuel Gompers, were con-
stantly placed In a strange position, a
semldefensive positlon. Thelr point of
view was that Latin-American peoples
should not only be left In possession of
their freedom, but that they should be
treated with utmost fairneéss and courte-
sy. In the final resolutions of the con-
gress, those which deal with this mat-
ter, this point of view was clearly ex-

pressed.
Nothing is more evident than that our

treatment of Mexico during the im-
mediate future will' have a deecisive ef-
fect for a long time upon our relations
with Latin America a8 a whole, In no
other feature of our forelgn policy can
our Government and people so easily fall
into error, The time has come for a
most careful study of this problem on
the part of overy ghtful -and re-
gponsible mind among us. Within a
generation our relations with Latin
Arfierica as a whole will be more im-
portant than with Europe a8 a whole,
outside of Great Britain, With a popu-
lation of 80{000,000 today, Latin America
wlill quite llkely have 160,000,000 at the
end of thirty years. Européan emi-
gration, turned aside from our own
country, will flow, in énormous volume,
Into Mexlco and Central and BSouth
Amerlea. Industrialism will evolve there
with amazing speed wherever theére is
coal or hydro-electrical possibilities.
Latin America will proceed, more and
more, to unite. Similarity In character
and institutions, combined with increas-
ing means of .trmsporta.tion and com-
munication, is rapidly bringing this
about. We saw at the Pan-American
Labor Congress what every American
spectator sees in every similar gather-
ing. We do not deal on such occasions
primarily with a Mexican, a Central
American or an Argentinian sentiment.
Latip, America {8 uniting and evolving
a general consciousness, Political union
is a question of time only,

In this process of material develop-
ment our productive agencles of capital,
of equipment, of management and of
technique, will, under normal condi-
tions, bear the leading part. From
Mexico City to Patagonia, the great
mountain chain will rumble with hydro-
electrical machinery made, If we please,
in Schenectady or Pittsburgh. Souti
America, which bulks &6 large at the
Fouator, will be second only to the

Article.)

United States and Canada as a pro-
duclng area for exports of food and raw
materiala. It will send us, increasingly,
food products, rubber, lumber, crude
oll, hides and wool. We may, if we ars
wise, export to Latin Amerlca an ever-
enlarging amount of our manufactures.
At present our Latin-American trade
18 shrinking, not only beécause of general
sconomic conditions. It is falling away
because of our bad policies and bad
manners. As most of us use only Eng-
lish, we are somewhat displeased when
others do not speak our language. How
often in forelgn countries do we not
hear our fellow-citizens growl because
they cannot get their bacon and eggs
and buttered toast for breakfast. DMan-
nors, customs and utensils which differ
from our own are always supposed to
be wrong. We alone should set the
standards. In Mexico, one constantly
hears Americans speak slightingly and
insultingly of the country and its peo-
ple In the hearing of walters and rail-
way employes, and oftem enough in the
presence of those with whom they in-
tend, presumably, to do business. No
American commercial agent should be
sent to Latin America without having
had speclal training for his task, The
poor opinfon which Latin Americans o
often have of us is due in very large
degree to a peculiar Lype of American
promoter and adventurer whom they
meet. The “ get-rich-quick' American
is expeclally numerous in Mexico. He
arrived with $10 in his pocket and ex-
pects to make a million in a year, at
most. His failure he Is apt to lay up
against the “lazy ' Mexican people and
the ‘‘ dlshonest ' Mexlcan Government.
With the weakening of the buying
power of the Huropean market Ameri-
ecan export trade must turn, during the:
coming descade, to other flelds. It is
preposterous to imagine that our manu-

facturers may find a permanent outlet

for a large share of their products
Europe, or even in Asia. and Africa.
Britain and France and Belgium, Ger-
many and Switzerland and Italy are
being driven by relentless economic coti-
ditions to push our manufactures out of
those markets. Our hold upon the trade
of the Latin-American field has been
retained till now because the European
exporter {s not yet fully prepared to
competd there. Two years morg will see
the maih part of these forces fully mobil-
ized. If the trade of the United States
{8 not to be thrust back and retired to
our own markets, it will be because wo
now handle the Latin-American situa-
tion ‘with the greatest possible care. The
ultimate results now depend, more than
upon anything else, upon our attitude to-
ward Mexico,

A majority of my readers will here
agk, ' Why do you descend from your
higher appeal to the national consclence
to this sordid view of today?' I reply
that the student of economic facts and
forces realizes, more than anybody else
can, the sheer vanity of depending en-
tirely upon the ethical appeal in regard
to these things at this time, Mexico
will buy our shoes and hats, our auto-
moblles and farming machinery, If we
respect Mexlco's sovereignty and do
buginess in a kindly tone of volee. I
yield to none in my evaluation of eur
labor movement and our organized eth-
ical and religlous agencles as forces
making for international peace and
world unity., Yet neither the labor
unions of the United States and Mexico
nor the churches, by their unalded
strength, can preserve peace between
the two nations. We live in an environ-
ment of business motives which, in the
hearts of the majority, give way but
seldom to higher considerations., If
those who direct the larger manufactur-
ing, commercial and banking Interests of
the nation will but take the broader
business view, we shall not lightly em-

‘broil ourzelves with a people which la

naturally among our best customers as
well a8 one of our best friends.
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iCual serd la influencia del castillo de Chapul-

tepec durante los proximos cuatro afios?

Par\Frank Bohn.

Artfculo Sexto.

- e S - -

El Castillo de Chapultepec est4 colocado en un alto cerro
algunas millas al occidente de la Ciudad de México. Presenta u-
na magnifica vista de la Ciudad por una lado, y las montafias --
por el otro. Este Palacio histﬁrico, antigua residencia de los
Hoctezum#é, ha sido un alucinador de las almas de los hombres.
No tengo la menor duda de que ha "enbuerado" las cabezas de mu-
chios bien intencionados y sencillos mexicanos q&é han sido 1lla-
mados allf por el voto de sus conciudadanos. En ninguna Capital
del Mundo el Palacio Nacional o maﬁsiﬁn del Ejecutivo estd mis
cerrada del alcance de la Opinidn Piblica. Todo esto es una ver
dadera desgraciae Seria rucho mejor convertir a Chapultepec en
un Muse; Nacional y construir una residencia Ejecutiva sencilla
como el nfimero diez de Downing Street, por ejemple, en medio de
la ciudad. El Palacio trae consigo. la idea de la Oficina. En Mé-
xico el Presidente, ademds de poseer casi. todos los poderes de -
nuestro propio Jefe Ejecutive, tiene el derecho y la obligacidn
de presentar Decretos al Congreso - no es una mala previsidn des
de el punto de vista de la eficiencia, pero es favorecer enorme-
mente la centralizacion del Poder en manos del Ejecutivoe.

El1 Presidente Obregdn Fub elegido por una mavoria de vein-
ticuatro por uno. Hasta los extranjeros mis cinicos en la ¢iudad
de México declaran que la eleccidén fué conducida con absoluta --
honradez. Obrepdén es el hombre mds popular de México, y su popu-
laridad no es immerecida. No solo ha sido un buen General. Comen
z6 su vida como un simple labrador y las masis agriculturales es

[ . o
tan por ahora excesivamente consientes de su categorfa. Obregdn

es el simbolo viviente de la unidad nacional en la gran tarea de
reconstruceibén. La honradez del hombre estd Fucra de qﬁda en to-

das partes. Desgraciadamente, durante sus dos méses en el Poder,

su salud no bha sido de lo mejor. Sin embargo, me han informado -
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que el trabajo que ha llevado a cabo‘es prodigioso en su canti-
dad y generalmente bueno en su calidad. 1 ha formado sus pro--
pias ideas referentes a las cuestiones econbmicas y politicas.=-
Su mente, aunque carcciendo de la debida preparaciﬁn, por medio
de las oportunidades intelectuales, de algunos de sus colegas,=-
parece ser escencialmente clara cuando se trata de medidas inme
diatas y de politica en general. Hace mucho tiempo James Bryce,
indicé en su "American Cormonwealth" que "Después de todo, un -
presidente no necesita estar dotado de un talento brillantee= =
Firmeza, sentido Comin ys sobre todo, honradez, una honradez sgo
bre toda sospecha de interés personal, son las cualidades que =
el pals necesita principalmente en su primer magistrado." Obre-
g6n es pues el hombre que seé necesita para la tarea de estos -=-
tiempos.- Tanto depende de &1 que vale la pena de estudiar su -
posicidn.

Si Obregdn logra &xito en ser un Presidente Democrético,-
serd la primera execepcidn de esa larga linea de sus predeceso--
res quienes, durante cien afios han ensayado ybhan salido mal.--
La democracia politica solo puede lograr un éxito permanente ==
cuando la gran mayoria de los ciudadanos estan econdmicamente =
satisfechos de su éxito. Fn articulos anteriores hemos indicado
que México no ha posefdo hasta ahora ninguna clase social que -
pudiera servir como bhase para la vida democridtica nacional.- A-
penas empieza a desarrollar esta clase por medio de la coloca--
¢idn de los peoneé sobre sus tierras y la protecciﬁn de las cre
cientes organizaciones obreras.- In esto reposa la-esperanza de
un Gobierno ordenado y apegado a la ley durante los proximos -=
cuatro aflos. Serd ordenado si el pueblo recibe lo que localmon-
te deseas Serd apegado a la ley si la ley es obedecida en Cha--
pultepec. El Congreso,en ambas Cimaras, es excesivamente libe--
ral y sin duda prestard ayuda a la Direccidn Nacional.-

Si obregdn fracasa, la Nacidn entonces volverd a la misma
antigua historia.- Enseifiapr los principios y métodos de democra
cia a un pueblo que apenas ha sido libertado, afin cuando esté =
bien preparado, es una tarea larga y ruda.- Un siglo pasé desde
la declaracidn de la Independencia Americana hasta la retirada

de las tropas federales del Sur por el Presidente Mayes.- La re~
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gla de la mayoria por medio de la aceptacién de los resultados -
de las elecciones homradas, los derechos de la minorfa manteni--
dos por medio de los principios democriticos de la legislacién,-
los derechos del individuo asegurados por medio de un Cuerpo Ju=-
dicial = &stos son todavia idealismos y esperanzas diferidas no
so0lo en México, sino en muchos Estados Americanos y Gobiernos =-
Centrales.

Los elementos de discordia en México seridn de poca o0 mu~--
cha importancia segﬁn sus condiciones econdmicas o aconteeimien-
tos politicos. Existe todavia un pequefio nfimero de revoluciona-
rios alborotadores.- Estos incluyen a los Latino-Andrquico-Sin-
dicalistas que en gran parte vienen de Espafiae— También hay eni
ecrantes recientes de los Estados Unidos y de Rusia, via Bstados
Unidos, muchos de los cuales declaran ser bolshevikis.- Durante

las sesiones del congreso Pan-Americano del Trabajo, una Seccidn

de estos iltimos recalcitrantes publicd hojas sueltas conténienﬂo

injurias amargas contra el Congreso, y especialmente contra el -
movimiento dbrero de México. Un grupo me dijo que &1los esperahan
una revolucidn social en México dentro de cinco afios y el esta-

blecimiento inmediato del sistema soviet. Yo les pregunté si es-
peraban "que la porciﬁn analfabeta y primitiva de la poblacidn -
india comprendiera y sovietizara las industrias que afin no exis-

"

ten", pcro no recibi ninguna respuesta definitivae. El elemento -

socialista en las uniones obreras y las uniones obreras en ef, =
han demostrado un alte grado de inteligencia constructiva duran
te los acontecimientos criticos del afioc pasadoe.~ El mayor peli-
gro viene de la sublevacibén de los impacientes campesinos o de
las aisladas tribus indias y de los descontentos y egoistas ofi-
ciales del ejército, con sus contingentese.- Obregbn y su Gabine-
te han decidido de que despiadadamente ejecutarfin la Constitu--
cibn y 1las leyeSpéi hay alguién que no esté satisfecho con el -
Gobierno dehe esperar hasta la préxima eleccién Nacional.- Fn
enero un levantamiento incipiente en el ejéreito fué pronto apla
cado.~ Yo ®reo que la Administracidn actual continuari durante -
los cuatro afios que previene la ley.- Al Presidente Opregbn le

ha llegado una oportunidad que rara vez le llega a un individuo

G4
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en el proceso histdrico.- Il puede, si lo desea, éscribir SU ==
nombre con grandes letras en la historia de su pafs.- E1 dicer-
nimiento, la restriccidn que comienza con la humildad, la sabidu
ria que constantemente busca y hace uso de los consejos sabios -
el labrador de Sonora y General rchelde medirf: estds cosas? si
Obregdn pudiera leer inglés, yo le mandarfa una copia de "The
Diary of Gideons Velles".

Mientras esperaba fuera del saldn de recepcién del Presi-
dente, en la parte mis alta de Chapultepec, une de los amigos -
del Presidente me deseribid el ataque final de las tropas ameri=-
canas en 1847.- Los rudos veteranos del General Winfield Scott,
se treparon por las parcdes y escalaron las rampas en un estilo
medio evale= E1 Castillo estaba defendido por nifios de la Escue=-
la Nacional Militar.- Su defensa fud desesperada y valiente, y
les gand las alabanzas de sus conquistadores.- Es una historia
sentimental que se repite muy seguido a los mexicanos patriotas
- como la historia de Bunkerfill.- i informante se hizo drani-
tico reviviendo un remoto pasado.- Despuds, cuando dejamos al =
Presidente, yo deseaba tener la maquina del tiempo fabricada por
la imaginacién de H. G. Wells, para proceder desde el pasado al
futuro y descubrir lo que sucederd en Chapultepec durante los --

proximos cuatro afios.

MC/jna.
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