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NIRIKATSU CORPORATION
No. 1, Yuvrakucho 1-chome, Clivada-kau,

Tokyo, Japan. Cable: Nikkatsu Tokyo
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% 4 | EL ARPA DE BIRMANIA

Directores
Productor .. Masayuki Takagl
Historia Original ... Michio Takeyaua
Dy Mitadie . Rateuks ahds
A De Representacidn ,.., Kon Ichikawa
De Fotograffa ... Minoru Yokoyama
" De Documentacién ... Ma-sakazu Kamiya
De Luces .... Ko Prjibayashi
( De Arte ... Takashi !«Yat-; uyrama
Reparto
Capitédn Tnove .,,. Rentaro Mikund

Sargento Nizyshima .. Shojl Yasui

| Comandante o've Tatsuya Mihashi
/ Buhonera ,., "M_Kitabmshi )

| Jefe de Aldes ..., _ Yomosukse Ito, .
RELATO | '
Jnlio. ‘d_o 1.,965. La 'guerra;“:'llegaba' a su fin par# las fuerzis Jjaponesa de Birma-
.. N ‘ nia, ﬁiidad tras upidad remontaba las montafias demBifmania para esqaﬁ@r a Tai-‘"
| landia, Entre los que huian hatds un Nombre que cantaba al son de u.n cxﬁra?io
instrumento rusical gue recordslia vna arpa de Birmania, | J ‘
‘El sarfeato Miksashima ta#fa muy hébilmente este instrumente, Gulabs a los
hombres de su unidad con el arpa en lz mano disfragzado de birmane, y en répetidas
ocasiones su arpa los libfé de ewboscadas, e
La unidad se aproximaba ya a la frontera c}e Tailandia, Hacen noche on‘una al-
dea perdida en la montafia, Por primera vez desoués de muchas semanas disponm
de un techo y podfan dormir 'bajo su abrigo, :
La aldea es envuelta en un silencie de muerte: se decfa que lac tropas brité-

nicas 1a halfan ‘rodeado. 51 tquer del peligro llepa también a los moradores de.






N

o5

les consiga alguna informacién sobre el sargento., Los diaa pasan y no hay'noticias, 5

Pee Lot o

-la"hldog. En un momento dad9§e filtran por las ramas y cafias de un bohfo las sua-

ves not#s del arpa de Mizushima, Toca "Hogar, dulce hogar", Garganta tras gar-

ganta echa a cantar, Pronto la aldea entera se convierte en un solo coro, El e
nemigo oculto se une al canto de la aldea, Bra la sefial de que la guerra hgbfa

terminado, ‘ |

A

Los soldados japoneéses son llevados como prisioneros de guerra ai campo de Hﬁdon..
s ¥ Mizushims recibe 1a misién de tratar de obtener la rendicidn de un regimiento
Japones _que todavia resito en las montafias con el compromiso de volver a juntarse
a los urisioneros.

Los esfuerzos de Mizushima son én vano, y cae 1ncoh9c1qnte bajo el fuego de los
cafiones ingleses,

Como Mizushima no regresaba, los p}isioneros pagan a ﬁna vieja buhonera para que

Cierto dia. al regreso de una faena, los prisioneros ven parado sobre un puente

de madera a un monje vestido de amarillo(;on ina gran lora saobre el hombrgl Loa o=

' Jos del morje son como lo« grandes ¥ profundos de Mizushima, Lo 1laman por el nom- -

bn de mzﬁihm; pero el monje no ge da por entendido, y sigue su camino en la d:\.-

P_roccion cnyquo hab{an vqnido los soldaq?s.

En el ataqno de los inglesea hab{an muerto todos los soldados que resitian en la

. montafia, y 3610 Mizushima habia sido salvado por un monje que pasaba. Consciente

de su mili6n. Mlzushima debfa unirse de nuevo a los prisioneros. Hurta un vestido

dol mon:)e y corre hacia Hudon. gﬁ su camino va enterrando los restos de los japo-.,

neses nuertos en batalla que los buitres habfan perdonadc. Por fin llega a Mudon,
a1 dia siguiente de su llegada, cuando todavia buscaba el modo de incorporarso

a su unidad prisionera. dié con el cementerio del campo de vrisidn en que soldados

ingleses yhaui!mmevoi Gelebraban un servicio en memoria del "soldado jJaponés desco-

nocido" Durante la ceremonia desfilan por la mente de Mizushima los incontables

muertos que habfs visto en su camino a Mudon. Termins su oracidn, levanta la cgbe-

;za.~y én su rostro se dibuja una firme resolucidn que aé?a de tomgr.






- P‘8-3 5

Mizushima se alejaba del cementerio ecuando aclerta a pasar por el puentd de ma-

dera, Se cruza eon los prisioneros de.cuerra que caminan en opuesto 'sentido. .&qui'

»,3‘ da cuenta sl monje Mizushima que jamds eue dxads volverfa a su patria en hcouFa-‘
#fa de sus camaradas. | |

( Entre tanto el capitin Inoue havfa comprado a ls buhoners una lora gue habia
z;acido con la lora cgue llevaba M’im-zbima en gl hombro. Inoue habfa enseflado a su |

a

lora a decir: "Mizushima, vclvamos al Jap‘&:".))

~ Finalmente llega 12 orden de rapatriacidn, En tres cfas deberfan partir d= Mudon,

( ‘El capitin Inoue pide a la bhhbnera que pase su 1ora al exirafo manje, ))
Ly vispera de la nart:\da, c,nando los repatriados perdian 1a esperanza de rezre-
sar en compaiiia de Hizushima. aparece unz vez més delantoe de allos el mis terion'o u—-

cerdote. los prismneros cantan quedamemto. "Hogar, dulce hogzar", v el r.xonj-c que

los ofa silencicso tema de rppente su arpa y echa s tafierla, No hay duda que es el &

mismo Hizush:ma. que no resnonde a las llsmadas de los prisioneros,

Sin decir palabra Kizushims tocs une melodf a d¢ despedida quu sus excompaferos
conocian,’ Termina la melodfa, hace una profimda reversncia v se alsja.
( E1l dia de la par‘tida de 1s wnidad, 1s buhomera 11 ega 3l eanpo de cencentraciédn
con una lora que'repite; "No, no -'volveré"u. Lo vendodora entrega también a los sole
dados una carta que Migushima les dirige.5> :

Llos prisioneros, reunidos en la cublierta del ‘;)uqu.o que los ha de transrortar a
su patria escuchan de labios de Incue la ledtura de la ¢ 'thu qQue Imz“:hixrz les dir:L-
giefa: Hizushima se guedaba en Birmanias para procurar una tumba 3 los miles ¥y wiles

de Japoreses que habfan caldo,., un lugar donde al fin pudisrsen dislrutar de Pa%ee.

Fin
Nimero de rollos .. 1k, 10,479 pies,
Durseidn L. i 11€ minutos.

- Entrega ... “nero de 1,956.
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ﬂ‘l STORY

. By July 1945, the war was ncaring its ol for the *
japauu! forces in Burma. Unit after unit Was crossing
a the mountains of Burma to escape into Thailand. And
these units marching toward Thailand was one in_
“the men sang songs to the arcotnp-dm of a

. 'i‘% jundmadc instrumﬂt m\a np. :
~ Private Mizushima pén at phyq this in-
Wc would drcn e costume of a Burmese

 native and walk ahead of ﬁle \mlt. When tbe way was
clnr, he would signal the men forward by playing a mm h o
- on his harp. Time after tlnﬂ;le hd saved tht unit From
g into an ambush,
L5 ,’:,,it was nuringl::e Thai hrdcr.” tmbpcd om- 5,
nlgm a mountain village ma;;)e .
s thes _had & roof over “heads and ;,l’oof undn- "_%7 /
- their feet. For the first time H‘m thay“would be "
ablem . L TAC R
But suddenly, the village is wuppd o ook uhner
N«qrwm in that the village has heen surtounded bf
BtM!hl Th akuﬁ@b Iraught ‘with daoger, not_
\ mngombaum villagers, Just -
MW;M comes softly from
ome Sweet Home,”
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The mcn are taken to a prisoner-of-war camp at Mudon
.all except Mizushima, whe was volunteered to make an

tqﬁn by himself to induce a Japancse garriaon still fight-

Ing in the wmam fastness, to give up.and join the other

4 prisoners,  Mizushima’s efforts are in vain and amidst the
* thunder of British guns, Mizushima falls unconscious,

The: rest of the men at the prison camp anxiously await

" Mizushima's feturn. “They bribe an old peddier woman
71 to get some inf tion about the Jost private. Days pass

' and still theré is no news. Captam Inouye seeks to ‘ehcer

the men up by leading them in song, but Misushima and

his harp are mmlng

. = One day, when the unit is returning from & labor detail,

ot thry see a yellow-robed monk on a bridge. On his ﬂlouﬂcr

is perched a green parrot. -As the men tramp. past the

‘silent figure, they gasp in amazement. The monk is clean-

shaven; but his build, and his large and deepsunken eyes,

are those of the missing Mizushima. Some of the men

call out his name; but the monk remains silent. He walks

silently away, in the direction from where the umit had

. come.
The monk was indeed Mizushima. Reg:hmg conscious-
~mess after the attack on the mountain post which had
killed the rest of the men, Mizushima had staggéred away
and had been saved by a passing monk. Knowing his
mission was to rejoin his unit, Mizushima had stolen one
of the monk’s robes and was hurring to Mudon. On his
. way he had passed scenes of deadly battles where all that
remained now were the bleached bones of the Japanese
dead, the flesh picked clean by vultures. Whenever he
was able, he buried or burned the dead. Fmally he ar-
rived at Mudon.
The followmg day, still trying to find his way into the
camp to join his unit, Mizushima came upon a party of
_ English soldiers:and nurses hylding a memorial service in
- the prison cemetery for _the “Unknown Japanesc Dead.”
. And as he watched, there came to his mind the countless
. Japanesc dead he had scen on Mis way to Mudon. The
. men had been left unburied, unmourned. ' Mizushima
- bowed his bead ‘in-prayer and when he raised his head,
his face was shining with a firm resolve.

He was walking away from the cemetery when he had

‘come to she wooden bridge. As he was crossing, a Japanese
prisoner-of-war labor party had approached from the op-
posite direction, He stood face to face with the members
of his unit. It was here that he realized he would never

be able to return to Japan with his own comrades..

It was while he was bprying the Japanese dead along -

a river bank. that he had found the huge ruby.

The men of the unit saw the mystmou “once more.
He wak in a line of monks who were ling in cere-
monies honoring the British war dead. The strange’ monk

had a small box, wrapped in white dmh, hanging from
his neck. His hands were pressed together in prayer.

Meanwhile, Captain Inouye, who had brwght from the

old peddier woman a green. partot which was the_brother
of the parrot which had been perched’ on the strange
monk’s shoulder, taught the bird to say: “Mizushima,
let's all go home together.” ;
Finally, the orders come for their tep.triltmn In three
days they. will leave Mudon. Captain Tnouye asks the
peddler woman tef give his parrot to the strange monk.
~ On the day before their departure, when they have just
about given up hopes that Mizushima will return with
them, the mysterious priest once more makes his appear-
ance before them. The men had been standing at the
barricade softly si “Homie Sweet Home,” The strange
~monk who has been listening in silence suddenly picks up
his harp and begins to phy The men know the man is
" Mizushima. They call him, but he does not answer.

k;"f thhom speaﬂn a word, thhima mm phying Wit

song ‘of farewell which the men all knov And whcn he'ig s
 finishes, he bowsidecply and walks offc ' o
the day of the departure of e unit, the peddler .~ &
y Gomes to the camp with a pareot.” In its_high, 4"
sing-song voice the bird says: “No, I just cannot go homel” 7 7
TM peddler hlso ln\m a letter from Mnnhma Mdrmcd
“to the wmit. . R B
" 'The men ate uncmbled on the deck of the tmupon Ty 7
bearing them back to Japan. They are listening to Captain
Inouye reading the letter from Mizushima. It tells the
men of Private ima’s sorrowful and pitiful deter-
mination—to stay in Burma to provide the thousands and
thmdtd]lpmuetddlenwbodmmﬂurmaaphce

where (hey can repose in peace.
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