_ Wéxico, N.F.
- 23 de junio de 1920.
PRESIDENCIA DE LA REPUBLIGA

HMEXICO, D.FF.

Sr. Gral. de Divigibn Alvaro Obregbn.
Hotel St. Francis,
Presente.

Mi nuy querido amigo:

En contestacidn a tu carta fechaeda ¢l 15 d¢ los corrien-
tes, cor rusto te manifiesto nue tu recomendado el sefior Juan An-
tonic Carrillo ha sido debidamente atendido.

Sin otro particular ms repito como siempre @ tus Srdenes

tu afmo. emigo que miicho te estima,

ANE.



PRESIDENGIA DE LA REPURBLIGA M&xico, DeFe,

MEXICO,D.F. a 23 de Junio
de 1920,

Sr. Grale. Dn.

Alvaro Obregon.
Ciudado.

Muy estimado y fino amigo:-

Refiriéndome a tu grata fecha 16 del actual en
la que me dds informes sobre la sefiora Rosaura Viu-
da de Prado, siento manifestarte que en eleccidn ce
lebrada en la Escuela La Corregidora de Querétaro,
triunfo para Directora la candidatura de otra perso
na.

Sin otro particular, soy como siempre tu afmo.

amigo atto. y S.S.
Por acuerdo del Presidente de la Repiiblica.

El Secretario Particular,
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Forua M.—3

REPUBLICA MEXICANA ;
£\ TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES
‘ SR * 1 Todo telegrama debe llevar el sello de la Oficina
NPT TN /2 e ——
Ny A2
\‘ Te"lééra.ma. recibido en el "'"Vde de 19
///” 5 Srise Zsriicular Presidencia lepubliez <6 jun Guad.d d.se encuentre
Grel Alwvaro Obrezon. 0if 11l am. mo lz 50>
\ ‘ ¥ De acuerdo con aprecigbles instrucciones hoy diriji a or
\\ : /?éni siguiente cable 'ile permito invitar s Ud.para que se sirva ve
Sl g ! 2

nir inmediatamente a esta Eepubygga para ponerse al frente comision

que deberd estudiar principales problemas que trate resolver la --
proxima administraccion que se inausurard primero de diciembre.sa-
dolo afectuosamente, & Obregon".saludelo Afmte.

#iguel Alessio hobles.
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PRESIDENGIA DE LA H‘RE]PIDI]BM@A Palacio Nacional,

MEXH(B® D. P

wugxico, julio lo.de 1S2o0.

Sefior Alvaro Obregdm,
Nogales, Son.

Muy estimado y fino amigo:

El sefior Presidente de la Kepiblica recibid
la atenta carta de usted fechada el 24 del mes ppdo, y en
contestacion a ella manifiesto a usted por acuerdo del pro
pio Primer Maglstrado, que tuvo el gusto de atender debida
mente al sefior angel Ladrodn de Guevara, a quien se sirve -
usted presentar,

Como siempre soy de usted afectisimo amigo,
atento, s.s.

P, A. del U, rresidm te,
Bl Secretario Particular.

jmt
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PALACIO NACIONAL

7 de Julio de 1€20.

Sefior Gral. Alvaro Obregdn.

/ Nogales, SON.

Estimado y fino emigo:

Por acuerdo del seffor Presidente de le Re-
piblica doy contesyacion e su atenta carte de fecha
24 de junio Gltimo, manifestando a usted que etendid
debidamente a su recomendesdo el sefior Jesus Fragoso.

Quedan obsequiados sus apreciables deseos
y como siempre me repito su afmo. amigo y atto. S.s.

r.s.del Oefior Presidente.
®BL SECRETARIO P. RTICULAR.



ALVARO OBREGON COPIA
TELEGRAMA

NOGALES, SON., I a9

Lic. MIGUBL(ALESSIC RCBME‘.S.‘

Secretario Particular del C.
Prezidente de la Repiblica.

MEXTIC O, - D.F.

HAY ALGUEREA ALARMA EN #37A IMPORTANTE VILLA PORQUE 31
RUMORA CON INSISTENCIA QURE =L SHTOR PRMSINTNTE CON OBJWTO DE FA-
VORECER SU TIWRRA NATAL QUE X6 ¥i, PUNRTO DR GJAYMAS HA INFLUEN-
CIAT) SN TRASILADE AQUEL PURWRTO ®L JUZCADO D@ HI3TRITC Y 79TO
REPORTARIA GRARDES TRASTCRNOS P02 SRR EL PUZRTO DY GUAYMAS EN
LA ACTUALIDAD LA CIUDAD MAS DRSPOBLADA Y CON MENO3 ASIUNTOS EN
RELACTON CCGH DICHCO TRIBUNAL YA @QUE ESTA VILLA X3 LA DS ilAVOR
MOVIMITNTO COMERCIAL Y AT)UAﬁAL Y SOLAMEITE JTUICICS PCR CONCEPTO
NE CONTRABANTDO QUEB NECWSITAN INMEZODIATA ACCI’)N, 3R PRWSENTAN
RENENOR CINCUENTA AL AfQ. PUNTO. YO H® IOGRADC DYSVANPCER EL
TEIMOR QUE EXISTE ADEMAS D2 QUH LLEGURE YO A GESTIONAR WL TRASLA-
™ A SEQUISIVA DT DICHC TRIBIUNAL AL RESULTAR YO TRIUNPANTR-TN
LAS PROXIMNMAS VJL‘?CCIO"‘T.’ES’ CON OBJETC DIt PAVORFCTWR MI TITRRA
WATAT,. SUPLICOLR HACER DEL CONOCIMIWNTO DRL SETOR PRESIDTNTE
5L CONTENINO DE ®STH MENSAJE PARA QUE SEPA LA YWALA INPRESION
QUE ESTA IEDIDA HA CAUSADO “NTRE I0S HOCMBRES DT NREGOCIOS. -
Salufdo.loc muy afnte.
Alvaro Cbregdn.



ALVARO OBREGON COPIA
TELEGRAMA

NOGALES, SON.. i1 12 1920

Lic. VIGUEL ALESSIO ROBLES
Secretario Particular del (.
Presidente de la Republica.
HNEXICDO. - D.F.

SUPLICOLE HACER DEL CONOCIMIXNTO DEL SENOR
PRE$IDWNTE QUE POR MTEDIO D% LA PRENSA HA DADOSELE MUCHA
INPORTANCIA EN BSTADOS UNIDOS A 10S ARR™GIOS QUT ST WSTAW
LLTVANDO A CABO CON VILIA K6 CAUSANDO MUY MALA IMPRESION QUE
TL GOBITRNO ESTE PACTANDO CON UN HOMBRE NE TAN BAJO NIVEL

MORAL. - Salidolo.
Alvaro Obregdn.



ALVARO OBREGON COPIA
TELEGRAMA

NOGALES, SON.,

LIC MIGUEL ALESSIO ROBLES,

Srio. Particular del C. Presidente
Provisional de la Repdblica.

M EXICO. - D, F.

PARA QUX S¥ 3IRVA USTHD HACERIO DEL CONOCINMIENTO
DEL SXKEOR PRESIDENTE, PARTICIPOLE HABER RECIBIDO DATOS
FEHACIENTES EN SENTIDO QUX ABOGADO HOPKINS B3TA AL SERVICIO
DE CANTU PARA OBSTRUCCIOCNAR LABOR DEL ACTUAL GOBIERNO MEXICO.

SALUDCIO.

Alvaro Obregdn.



ALVARO OBREGON COPIA
TELEGRAMA

NOGALES, SON,,

2IC H1GUEL ALBLSIO ROBLES,
Secretario Particular del’'C.
Fresidente Provisional de la Repidblica.
I’-" F X I C O - D. F'

PARA QUE S¥ SIRVA USTTD HACWRID DFL COVOCINITNTOD
DRI SEFOR PRESIDANTE, PARTICIPOLE HABRTR RTCIBITO ﬁX””" TTHACIEN-
TES N 3ENTIDOC QUE ANSDA ACOTI. XN BPACT OKAIU HSVAD OFERCA
GIIOP DSEER ULABX BORAN SKENN TARGE IOUR0 OCBTRC RRIORE
CACIT. - Zwipimir CLAVE VARCAS QUZT CONOCE MARIO. - 3alddolo.

Alvaro Obregdn.



ALVARO OBREGON ~SRIGINAL"

TELEGRAMA %

N

NOGALES, SON.,

&XC MIGUEL ALESSIO ROBLES,

Secretario Particular del C,

Presidente Provisional de la Repiblica.
MEXTI.CO. - ) .

COMO CONCZCO EL DESEO EXPRESADO SIEMPRE POR EL
SEFOR PRESIDENTE DE SABER IMPRESION QUE CAUSAN EN PUBLICO
TAS DISPOSICIONES DE SU GOBIERNO, QUIERO MANIFESTARLE QUE
I0S NOMBRAMIENTOS ULTIMOS DE CONSUL EN PHOENIX Y EN NOGALZES
TN FAVOR DEL "POLLO" GONZALEZ Y FIGUEROA HAN CAUSADO DOILOROSA
IMPRESION ENTRE VERDADEROS AMIGOS Y PARTIDARIOS MUY ESPECIAL-
MENTE POR EL JUSTO DESPRRESTIGIO QUE ESTOS NDOS SENORES HAN
CONQUISTADO CON SUS ACTOS, TESPRESTIGIO QUE LLEVAN AL PUESTO
OFICIAL QUE DESEMPENARAN Y QUE SE REFLEJARA SOBRE NUESTRO PAIS.

Salddolo.
Alvaro Obregdn.



ALVARO OBREGON COPIA
TELEGRAMA

‘NOGALES, SON.,

LIC IWIGURL ALRW35IC ROBLES,

Secretario Partidular del C.
Pregidente Substitute de la Republica.
M EXICDC. - D.F.

COMC CCONOZCO EL DESEC EXPRESADO SIEMPRE POR ZL SEFOR

PRESIDINTE DE SABZR ECPAI INALS MQANCP PUNOO OSLIO I1UBDL RINLS
SAUSC "BROTL NOUIR EBIFQ, SI®RU GQNLN UCARS DERSE SNMAO. AUINY CNMSE
MTOTT/BOSLI RINCN EFEE ITOHN/,RSDEX #MICPE HROZO-OFPZG GACAU/AVLLE
NLNIA ER0W /16 IFR SDGYA  SRERE,NDINR, COMED/ALPNA/QACES DSIVOr UCRTD
AOSRERY ODY IR/ AACET HRSCH /' ITTMIP /PIPRJ YRSEL GIUAQ  SAUMT/ BISMI URQDE,
SEUC S TSRSH/POSRN/ 310007 0TPSA/TGTHCY TURGE QU TREU/UNCSEVINSTL CCRGN
DAPOA - 33NILVA3SSIV/EISARVAQUZUVAFET - PIDAS/OQPQLTLUYF UCYRY /SAENTE -
ABSXK, RROXYV JREPXX/ ANAXX Y BRXXX OTXYXX RUIXX SSXXX - Salidolo.

- Alvaro Obregdn.



ALVARO OBREGON
TELEGRAMA

COPIA

NOGALES, SON.,

LiC MICU®
sric. Ps
Prov1s
K E X

ALBS3IC ROBIRES,

id v dei C, Bxe sidelnte
al de la Kepubiica.

0. - D. ]“-

PERMITOM™ SUPLICARLE RECUTWRDE AL SEFOR

PRESINENTE QUE 1A MODITICACION ACORDADA SOBR® DERECHOS

T DTN A T BY PYATIVIA R ALTICYA T A & ol m«v\ rrrl <
‘..{_. ._\ b ;f} . '.)-n:f: ‘\‘. I{af‘ &l “ NANTC A L\ AL OAMN Tvzc ‘n,z\.‘ r}.Tl)\T)n, [AA

QUENINGUNA DX ESTAS CANTIDADES HA SIBC VEXDIDA Y BSTA

AIMACENADO EN ARIZCNA DENTRO DR 1IAS MISHMAS CONDICIONES

QUE EL QUE ZSTA SALIENDO ACTUAIMENTZ, - Saludos.

Alvaro Cbregdn.
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7 - BEPUBLICA MEXICANA
Wi / f THLEGRAFOS NACIONALES
X *:':? Todo telegrama debe lievar el sello de la Oficina.

Telegrama recibido en el de de 191

. ilexico DF 16 Julio 1920
{' . "‘g Off D 6 pm
} z.ca.l A Obregon
W x'/: Urgente
o -2 ha podido descifrar su telegrama fecha 13 actuale Le agradecerie
ge cirviera repetirloe Muy LAfmeante

I Hobles



/5

Julic 16 1920.

Sr. Lic. Migueld alessic Hobles
vecretario Yerticular del C.
Presidante Prov. de ia Repiblica.
XY o, - N, ¥

|
o -

Muy estimade y fino anmigo:-
fefiriéndome &l telegrema de 0Ud.

fecha de aver v a la conferencia telegrafica gle gé-~

lebro usted cop el Grel. Obr-gin hoy &d untes le '

L
: 3 o ndya e R o 2 p . 2 Y b = L .
renite coniirmaciorn: ge log mensnigs troasmitidos e
o - § . . 3 [ L4 - - -
clave (4 ¥ & pue hize Ud. alusgion cn gu .eornferencia.
, ;
L]
o -y
Le eénwvio un salivie miy afectucsoe v oouedo
) o Y
& - - 4
a sus ordenes atento anigo v 8.8, \
r'd
L]

FTh



ALVARO OBREGON COPIA
TELEGRAMA

NOGALES, SON.,

LIC BWIGUXJL. ALESSIO EROBLWS

Srio., Particuiar del C. Presidente
Provisional de la Replblica.
EEXICO. - e W ;

FECHA DINZ ACTUAL DIRIGI SIGUIRNTZ WENSATE AL GEFOR
PRUSIDBNTE:- PUNTO. "EN VIRTUD D% ESTAR EL “GUERRERO" EN REPA-
RACION, ®L STFOR JOSE 3070 QUT ENCUENTRASE BN MANZANILIO Y QUIEN
BS 7L HUBTC DEL BARCO PTURDIDO “ZACARIAS CONDE", SUPLICA SEA EL
"BONITA" BL QUE HAGA LA EXPLORACION. CADA DIA CRECT MAS LA
ANS Imw ENTRZ 10S FAMILIARTS D% LOS TRIPULANTES DRL BARCO PWR-
DIDO. POR IO QUW SWRIA UM ACTO HUMANITARIO ORDENAR LA TNWEDIA-
TA 3.-"-.;.1‘1.-3. DEL BARCC OUF VAYA A HACTR LA WXPLORACICH™. PUNTO.

TL SENOR SOTO, ©N MENSAJ® HOY DICPME QUR EL "BONITA" NO HA
RECIBINC ORDENES RELATIVAS, POR L0 JQUE SUPLICO A USTED SE SIRVA
GRSTIOYAR WSTAS ACTIVAY™NTE, - salddolo.

Alvaro Obregdn.
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Forxa M-3.
RepuBLIcA MEXICANA
#' # TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES
legrama recibido en el de de 19

Sria rart 2te Rep ilexico 16 Julio 20 cr nf
off dbpem
_ Gral Te D & Obregon,
jf{%;pliCOIG cifrar Su mensa je de hoy ean clave maurice bexrnal pues
imposible descifrarlo en clave Vargase Graciase Saludolo aftte
&1 Srio Parte.

M alecio cfovles
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TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES
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TEILEGRAFOS NACIONALES
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TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES
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ALVARO: - OBREGON COPIA
TELEGRAMA

Mazatlan,Sin., Julio 25' 1920,
NOGALES, SON..

Lic,MIGUEL ALESSIO ROBLES,
Srio.Part. del C.Presidente

Provisional de la Republica.
MEXICO. - DQFQ

®NTERADO SU MENSAJLE DEL VEINTIDOS TRASCRIBIEN
xL, QUE DIRIGIO EL SENOR PRESIDENTE AL C. GOBERNADOR DEL ESTADO
DE SONORA RELATIVOE INMORALIDADES EN LA FRONTZRA. - Afmte.

Alvaro Obregon.
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ALVARO OBREGON COPIA
TELEGRAMA

tuadalasjara, Jal., Julio 29! 1920,
NOGALES, SON.,

Lice M. ALLSSTIO ROBLES,
SRI0« PARTIDULAR DEL
PRISIDENTE DE LA RIPUBLICA.

ar £ L]

K E XTI C Qs Jadl e

ENTERADO Y GRACIAS POR SU MENSAJE DEL

VEINTISEIS TRASCHRIBL NDO EI, GUE DIRIGE AL SENOR

PRESIDENTE DE LA REPUBLICA EL SENOR GOBVRNADOR DEL

ESTADO DIl SONORA RELATIVO CENTROS JUEGO EN FRONTERA

DICHO ESTADO., « Afmtee
ATLVARO ODRIGON.
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[ A, PALACIO NACIONAL
[ [V / MéxicB, julio 26 de 1920.

Sefior

F. Torreblanca.

Secretario Particular del C.Gral A.Obregdn.
Nogales, Son.-

Muy estimado y fino amigo: -

Con su atenta carta
fechada el 16 del actual recibi las confirma--
ciones de los mensajes transmitidos en clave (4)
asi como un sobre para el C. Gral. Plutarco E-
1i=2s Calles, Secretario de Guerra y Marina, el
que ya tengo el gusto de poner en manos de nues-
tro mito amigo el Gral. Calles.

te doy las mAs cumplidas gracias por sus

atenciones y como siempre me es grato repetirme
su afmo. atto. amigo y S.S.

ebv.



Al cullesiar esle oliclo, cliess ol DUMISI0 A& LA,

Becoion y Mess que lo gira, & fin de facilitar el trimite,
1
vl |

ForMa G H.—Npwm. 1.

(COTIA),

Al C. Cficial Mayor de la Secretaria
de Haciende y Crédito Yfiblico.
I'resente.

SECRETARIA

oK

BACIENDA Y CREDITO PUBLICO
j%? En cortestacibn ul atentc oficio éde Ud. nfimerc C3694 fe-
chizdo el 23 ée ;unio filtimo, relativo a la formacién del Yre--
PRESILENCIAcupuesto de Lgresos del alio de 1921; por lo gque respecte al -~
Vb LA amo Segurndo del reocder Ejecutivo de la Unién, tengo el gusto
ReukUbBLICA. de preoporer para su discusibén y aprobacidn, alguras modifica--
ciones 8l del afio de 1920, consistentes en aumentc de sueldos
vy la creacién de algunos puestos, en virtué de la intensa la--
429, bor que en ls actualidad deszrrolla la Sccretaris Particular -
de la Yrescidencia.y la organizacibén que se ha dado a ésta, de
acuerdo con sus necegidades en 1o futuro.

Respecto del esumento de sueldos, nc escaparé al amplio -
criterio de Ud. la evoiucidr inmodersda que har sufride las, --
exigencias ecorbémicas en general.

Ern lec reletivo a las demés partidas de este Remo, esta -
Secreteria esté de acuerdo con la orgarizacibén y las canti da-~-
des asigradas 'por ‘tales conceptos, en el Presupuestc de Egre--
sos vigente o sea el del afo de 192C.

Y no teriendo ninguna otre proposicién o mo&ificacibn so-
hre el asuntc en cuestibn, reiterc s Ud. las seguridades de mi
atenta consideracién.

SUFRaGIO EFECTIVC. NO REELECCION,.

éxico, D.¥., a £9 de julio de 192C.

C A y \ EL SECRETARIC PARTICULAR.
ReP! = 1 A - ;¥ \ ' ¥ "
o e | YA, M. ALESSIC ROBLES.- Rfibrice.
) " 3 -~ \k. !
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MEXICO, D. [F. ' a 11 de Agosto
f de 1920.

_;”Sf. Gral. Alvaro Obregdhn.
" [Hotel Guardiola.
. Presente.
Muy estimado y fino amigo:-
El Sr. Presidente recibidé su atenta carta
fechada el 7 del actual, y de acuerdo con sus
deseos; manifiesto a Ud. que con todo gusto ya

se giran instrucciones a la Secretaria de Gue

rra, para que sea cambiada la denominacidn del

v A4 2R ¢ g4{ y "Batallén de Conserjes del Ijército" por la -
+;, . J =" ge " cuerpo Nacional de Tnvalidos".
\ ¢\ E.£ o & Quedan obsequiados sus deseos, y sin otro
\ e o

: t
of /j’ particular por ahora, soy de Ud. afmo. amigo -
f

> Yy atto. S.S.
ru 4 . L
% e e ; . El Secretario Particular.

/i

~\ = 1.; /{/'] | ' )
/l/ U /T

/l/ “:?"'L, P
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Por crecr que sean dc interés,me permito darte datos aproximacdos, rela
tivos a los ingresos y egresos de la Hacienda Phblica de la Federacidn,dn-
rante los afios de 1918,1919 y 1920,

INGRESOS.

Para 1918 se calcularOn €Il sssecssscssscsssccssssess $ 148'000,000.00

Para 1919 " i B ceesscsccsnvsnsessessese T 157'000,000.00

Id. 1920 " " T dessererssvecsansnnsessee ¥ 180'000,000.00
EGRESOS:

Para 1918,segin L' rosupicStOyesessssesosccercocecneee T 187'135,871,41
* 1919, Y ceesscscssccocssessccces " 203'481,564.48
" 1920 L it csesessbssiesssrsssesssss ' F157250,1185.28
Hay caue advertir que fueron ampliadas y modificadas varias partidas
del Presupuesto,imy especialmente en 1920.

ANO DE_ 1918,

En este afio hubo un aéficit aproximado de $ 17'000,000.00 pués los -
ingresos y egresos debieron ser los gue abajo se expresan, suponicndo que
hubieran sido glosadas todas las cuentas:

Ingresos segfin cuentas glosadas, $ 109'500,000.00

no glosadas,"™ 38'500,000.00
Rezagos y reintegros;-—----aw-caoa- m _ 2'000,000.00 $ 1850'000,000.0C

Egresos segfin cuentas glosadas, $ 111'000,000.00

L o " no glosadas, "™ 50'000,000.00
Cargos en susSpensoy-eee-eee=- ~== " _6'000,000.00 $ 167'000,000.00
DEFICIT;~=c-mmmun 4 17'000,000.00

ANo DE 19109,

Ingresos ) —mememrceoee - een --------—----w----——--—----- $ 155'000’000 OGO
EEresos, ~--m=mm-memm-—--- s e r e e s sae 1. 497 500 ;000., 00
SUPERAVIT, =---- $ 5'500,000.00

Si bien es cierto que hubo superavit,éste fué ficticio,pués se adeu-
daba el 25% en bonos a los empleados,el servigio de la deuda y el saldo de
libramientos por pagar.

Se han cubierto los Presupuestos,debido a que ademfs de los ingresos,

ha habido,entredas que provienen de entregas de los Ferrocarriles,Dienes -

Intervenicdos, eté;

A la hoja nfimero 2.



25% de Bonos a los empleados.

- e e S D A D S S SEEsE - -

Se calcula que lo pendiente de pago a los servidores de la Nacion,
ascendia hasta el 31 de Diciembre de 1918 a $ 11.000.000.00 y 1lo
que dejo de pagarse en el afio de 1919 a $ 8.875.000.00, segun el-

siguiente detalle:

POder EJECULLIVO ecoeeecocscccoscosscessscsscceassce $ 100,000.00
Poder LegiBlatiVo ceeeeeecececcenccccsccssscccccne 195.000.00
P CPRGC L AR o re et tukelanstts sxanars 510 ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ 6% ¢ 6% 0 0.0 9 alels 00 o770 120.000.00
Hacienda y Crédito PUDliCOceeecccccccvsccsosaasscsns 320.000.00
Guerra ¥ MaTina eceececcccccssccsccssccssssssscsses He450,000.00
Agricultura y Fomento cccececcccccscccctsccsccacnsce 420,000.00
Corunicaciones y Obras Publicas eecceecccecccacccsns 470.000.00
Industria Comercio ¥y Trabajo cceececececccecacccns 365.000.00
Departamento Universitario ececececcccccceccscacocos 350.000.00
Departamento de Salubridad PublicCl eccecccccescose 225,000, 00
Depto. de Aprovisionamientos Generales cececescscs 95.000.00
Departemento de Contraloria cececeececccecsccecacnne. 390,000, 00
Depto. de Estatrlecimientos Fabriles y Aprovisiona-

mientos Militares ceecececeecececccccacecoasceccoccs 375.000.00

Poder Judicial ® 0 0 0 00 00 00 0 00 00 0 0 000 00 (integro)
Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores . ({ntegro)

Procuraduria General cc.cececeeccceess ({ntegro)

Total ceeceeeP 8.875.000.00

En el Ejercicio Fiscal de 1918 la Contraloria canceld libramientos,
reclamaciones indebidas y evito que se sacaran fondos por pagadores
ara diversas corporaciones que no existian por valor de cerca de =
§ 7 +000,000.00 y en el Ejercicio Fiscal de 1919 por mas de ====-----

19,000,000, 00.
El Impuesto Federal en 1919 fué de $ 35.000.000.00, en 1920 se esti
ma en $ 30.500,000.00 y si se reduce al 30% en vez del 60% que se -
cobraba en 1919, este ingreso quedara reducido dadas las evasivas -

de los causantes a $ 20.000.000.00 aproximadamente.

------ A la hoja No., 3, ==~=--



El promedio ée lo gastado mensualmente en 1919 por los diversos

Poderes, Secretarias de Estado y Departamentos, fue:

POder Edecutivo ......'.................I.........'....$

Poder LegiSIQtivo © 0006066060680 06060008 ¢000000600000000000000

POder JUdiCial © 0 0 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000 0 00

Secretaria
Secretaria
Secretaria
Secretaria
Secretaria
Secretaria
Secretaria
Depto.
Depto.
Depto.
Depto.
Depto.

de
de
de
de
de
de

de

GObeTNacion eceeeccccccccccccccccccccncnne
Relaciones ExXteriores ceccescceccccsccccce
Hacienda y Credito PUDlicCO eescscscccccss
Guerra y Marina ccececccccccccccsccccccnsnse
Agricultura y Fomento cecececececccecccces
Industria, Comercio y Trabajo eccccececccee

Comunicaciones y Obras Publicas eeccececee

de Establecimientos Fabriles y A. Militares .e..
ée Aprovisionamientos Generales ecccceccccccccane
Universitario y de Bellas Artes ceccccecccccccccoce
RE SR MTTEMOTLE o« «o ¢ o 0 00 ¢ 60000 uuaindesodis shaese tuslalizale

de Salubridad delica ©00000000000000006c00000c000

Procuraduria General de la RepublicCl ceccceeccceccecccccsas

86.000.00
300.000.00
119.000.00
135.000.00
263.000.00

1.400,000.00
7 .300.000.00

202.000.00
140,000.00
381.000.00

1.300.000.00

165.000.00
107.000.0c
108.000.00
90,000.00
34.000,00

Total...........$12.l30.000.00

Las deudas interiores y exteriores del Gobierno al 31 de Diciem-

bre de 1919 eran las siguientes:

Adeudoalos Bancos ....QQ......0....0.0..I.....QQQ..’. 54.250.000.00

Adeudo a 108 Ferrocarriles eccecececscccscccecscccccccnos

Bonos Hipotecarios de los Ferrocarriles Nacionales...

Caja de Préstamos para O. de I. y Fomento de la A....

Id.

Id. Id.

Intereses ceececces

Ferrocarril Nacional de TehuantePec cceeccccccccccces

Libramientos por Pagar por la Tesoreria Gralececececes

Certificados Oro Nacional emitidos por la C.Monetaria

25% de bonos a los empleados de la Nacion eeecececocas

Reclamacibones Varias

© 0 0 000 00000 04 000 0000000000000 000°

Deuda Exterior (reconocida) eceeececeeceeeeoceecoceess

Empréstitos concertados Por Huerta eccecececcccccccccns

57.000.000.00
20.,300,000.00
50.000.000.00
14,.660,000.00
4,100.000.00
8.000.000.00
2.103,.000.00
19.000.000.00

41,000.000.00
535.600,000.00
100.000.000.00

Totaleceessceossaeed 506.513.000.00

E

o

A la hoja No. 4. ===

=&



‘4-

Lo que mas urge reorganizar es la Tesorer{a General de la Naciodn
que duplica pagos, no sabe las cantidades que tiene pendientes de pago
0 cobro ni el personal de sus dependencias. La contabilidad de la Na--
cidn, cuyos resultados son conocidos dos afios después y pasado ese ==
tiempo los saldos que arrojan los libros (salvo tres o cuatro) son ==
falsos, Unificar la clasificacion de cuentas pues con mucha frecuencia
se han tenido que correr contrapartidas de contrapartidas.

Vigilar los ingresos que en muchos casos son verdaderamente irri-
sorios y muy especialmente los egresos pues basta conocer lo gastado =
por el Departamento de Establecimientos Fabriles y Aprovisionamientos
Militares de Enero a Septiembre de 1919 que ascendidé a mas de =====--
$ 10.000.000.00.

Por datos extraoficiales de la Secretaria de Guerra y Marina, en
las ammas de infanteria, caballeria, artilleria y marina habia aproxi
madamente 10,086 jefes y oficiales y 98.700 individuos de tropa y en

el periodo arriba citado se compraron entre otras muchas cosas, lo =

siguiente:
Uniformes para jefes ¥y oficialeSeeeccccceciocccsooonansns 17.289.00
Unifomes para tropa @ 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 ¢ 00 00 00 00 O 0 QO O O 00000 % 00 00 0 o 81.336.00 mas

287.330 metros de kaki, 176.790 metros de casimir azul
52.700 metros de dril, que calculados a razén de 3 me
tros para cada uniforme dan uniformes 172.273.
179.998 frazadas

873.644 metros de manta

343.240 juegos de ropa interior

Botones POT VAlOT A€ .ececcecccscscsecs $ 88.600.00
Hilo POT valer d€ .cceocescesccsccene 86.000.00
38.821 monturas

111.825 pares de zapatos para tropa

192,406 kilos de pieles frescas para curtir

Refacciones y llantas para automoviles por valor de $ 97.199.00
Se compraron también equipos de foot-ball, base-ball, pistolas
para duelos y algunos otros objetos que no deben cargarse a las

partidas del presupuesto.
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REPUBLICA MEXICANA

TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES

Todo telegrama debe lievar el sello de la oficina

——OFRV-3A-D-940 AM——8-10-AM e

Telegrama recibildo en MERIDA,YUC., e1 6 ae SEPTIEMBRE ;g¢20.

SJ 93 SECRETARIA PARTICULAR PRESIDENCIAL MEXICO 4 SEPT DE 1920.
F TORRE BLANCO, CUIDADO GRAL A OBREGON.

PART |00 _REPUBLICANO DIRIJIA MEMORIAL A SENOR PRESIDENTE HACIENDO
SIGUIENTE PREGUNTA COMO SERIA JUZGADO EL HECHO DE ENTREGAR LA PRE
SIDENCIA DE LA REPUBLICA AL QUE NO PUEDE LEGALMENTE SER PRES|DENTE
HABIENDO CONTESTADO SENOR DE LA HUERTA NO PUEDO SER TRAIDOR A M
PATRIA MIS PRINCIPIOS Y AL PARTIDO LIBERAL AL QUE PERTENEZCO.SALU
DOLO AFECTUOSAMENTE.

J TOVAR

PASE ALESSIO
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; ; ' Forma M -}
TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES

TELEGRAMA para trasmitir por estas lineas con absoluta sujecién a las condiciones que al reverso se expresan y son aceptadas
por el que subscribe: : :
INDICACIONES DE SERVICIO

N T ke . PRl e L VALORES ’ H. D. )
Be_. . WMeri da, Xuc. , el T._de.. Bentbre.. . 1920, . de 191
Pora_ ¥ B X 1.6 0. Boped Via.....

Sr...Lic..Miguecl Alessio Rables. .. Domicilio_... Balaclo Nacional.

EL, C. ALVARO OBREGON QUEDO ENTERADO CON SATISFACCION

DEL CONTENIDO DE SU MENSAJE CUATRO ACTUAI.I‘,_Y Mh ENCARGA SUPLICAR

A USTED SE SIRVA FELICITAR EN SU NOMBRE AL SENOR PRESIDENTE DE

BLCCLC IR A S S e Lo L ey PR e bl

F. TORREBLANCA,

Domicilio del signatario, inicamente para casos de aclaracién.

LES
7TOO0S

1
[e:]
@
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FERNAKDO TORNELLAKRCA, saluda oon

todo afecto a su estimndo y buen amigo,-
el Sr. Lice Migumel! Alessioc Robles, y 1le
ruega indicarle la procedencia del mensg

Je eadjurte.

. Terreblanca anticipa las graclas
sl Lie, Alessic Rebles y se despide come
l:l.oqn su atto. amige y s.s.

'v'.
-



PRESIDENGIA DE LA REPUBLIGA Palacio Nacional,

MEXICO,D.F.

a 18 de septiembre de 1920,

Miguel Alessio Robles, Secretario farticu-
lar del Co. Presidente de la Repfdblica, saluda con todo
afecto a su estimado amigo el sefior Don Fernando Torre-
blanca y se permite manifestarle que lea procedencia del
mensaje anexo es Penamd.

Se despide quedanio como su afmo: atto.

y seguro servidor,

l-anexo.
J e



Forma M 3
REPUBLIGA MEXICANA
/ ’I‘EI{F@RI& F(?S NACIONALES p c {‘
E '_'_If &F Tudo telagtama debe llevar el sello de la Oficina. . N
e ’—E e ﬂj/i/’r_’“ S —— = \ Sb
o ot Telegrama r_é;s1b1do en el ds N 2 de 19
™ _ D
A - P

27 Mexico df 11 cm fi off D 4 4o0pm l.45am
Gral A Obregon.

Para su conocimiento transcribole cable enviado por
consul “endon en nombre Sr Zeferino Mufioz delegado co-
mercial nuestro y en el mio propio rogamosle haga mis
saludos y felicitaciones al Yral Obregon por su triun-

fo elecciqnes.Afecte.Srio Part.

,—"’ o ) A \

jL -~ S M Alessio Robles.
n e

L & -

e 5

42



PALACIO NACIOKAL,
México,septiembre 18 de 1920.

u_,{(“'\//g)/‘mr

ond @ = N

= /Q/J ) '\ N

Sefior General iy it

Alvaro Obregon. LY R e B £ s

Presente. | o o= b
l ok PR

HABXICO, D. F.

¥

/]
{

Fstimado y fino amigo: -

Con la presente tengo el
gusto de remitirle una carta que llegd a esta -
Presidencia.

Sin otro particular y desefindole felici-
dades tengo gusto en repetirme a sus brdenes su-
afimo. atto. amigo y S.o.

P. A. del C. Presidente,
El “ecretario Particular.

—_

b RN

-=- Anexo.--- _ﬁ,~*

ebv./



Sreldes Miguel Alessio Ribles
srio alar dul Prosidents .
de los Estados Unidos Nexieanos.
Oilﬂld.-

. Bestimado amipgose -

Acuso reeiho de su carta fochada el 18
del actual @iwigida el Sofior Gomeral Obregdn, com
1a que seompafic carts recibila para €1 on esa Pree
sidemein, prosodemte do Muovs Tork y suserita por
el Sefior ¥armando Lara,

Agradezco el envio de reforenein y qug

do de usted su afestlaimo atento amigo y soguro --

servidor,-

(148
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REPUBL ICA I\/I EXICANA

TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES

TELEGRAMA
Num. De el de N o Shactirier Xy S -
Recibido en A ol ! ao H R ) ¥
Via Gt it . G 2 e s By
Sr. AT » MR : , ]
15 Sria Prit.Rep Mexicoedsfed .b.n.rv.
s 0ffe12 .md-.—w (% i s ey

A Obregons

Senor Hervo de Paris diceme 1o sigulentes™ 5¥/Pani Partira

opara esa curso presenle mes.Comuncolo para sun comocimiento

Todo telegrama debe heva.r el sello de lu Oticina.

B aludanlo
.




- ALVARO OBREGON COPIA
TELEGRAMA

Cd. Juarez, Chih., Oct, 8' 1920,
NOGALES, SON..

Liec. miuusL AL&BSIO HOBLES,
Secretario Particular del C.

Presidente Provisional de la Republica.
M s XxI CO. L.F.

ACABA PRESENTARSEME SENOR EMILIO TORRES, VISITADOR
GENERAL DE ESTACIONES RaDIOTELEGRAFICAS, INFORMANDOME QUi RECIBIO
UNA COMISION DE La-DIRECCION GENERAL DE TELEGRAarOS PARa DESEMPENARLA
EN EL DISTHITO NORTE DE La BaJA CALIFORNIA Y QUK HOY SE LE HA COMU-
NICADO SU CESE POR La VIA TELEGRASICA, SIh PROPORCIONARLE SIQUIERA-
1LOS FOWDOS NECESARIOS PARA REGRESAR A SU CaSa; Y COMO CONSIDERO QUE
ESTO ENTRANA UNs FoLTA ABSOLUTA DE EQUIDAD, SUPLICO A USTED HACERLO
DEL CONOCIMIZNTO DL SENOR PRESIDENTE PaRa VER SI ORDEI‘&A SE LE
PROPORCIONE IO NECESARIO PaRa SU RETORNO. POR La MISMa VIA TELE.
GRAFICA ME Al INFORIL.ID QUE HAN SIDO SEPARADOS POR LA DIRECCION
GENERAL, DE TEL&GRAFOS LOS SENORES LUIS G. ZEPEDA Y rERNANDO PEREYRA
QUE ERai LOS ULTIMOS QUE QUEDABAN DE LOS QUE CON MAYOR LEALTAD Y
EfICACIA ESTUVIERON SIRVIENDONOS EN TODAS LaS EPOCAS DE PRUEBA Y
COMO ESTOY SEGURO QUE ESTa HOSTILIDAD MANIFIESTA PARA LOS HOMBRES
QUE COl LEALTAD HiIN SERVIDO a4 MI LADO ES OBRa EXCLUSIVA DEL DIRECTOR
GuNER.L D& TELBEGRAFOS, SUPLICO A USTED HACERIQ DEL CONOCIMIENTO DEL
SENOR PRESIDENT MCIENDOLE LA ACLARACION DE MI PARTE DE QUE ESTO M

SIGNIFICA UNA SUPLICA PARA QUE SE LES DEVUELVAN LOS PUESTOS QUE TEHIAN

PUES ELLOS SON HOMBRES HONORABLES Y CAPACES QUE SABRAN BUSCARSE LA.
VIDA EN CUAIQUIER TRABaJO. SIN SUFRIR UNA NUEVA HUMILLACION. AFMTE.

-

; i ALVARO OBREGON.
Pase 85%.



Forma M -2

] \J.M’OBNAP;
O CoriA 0);;?(

A~
\OCT 8 1620 /,

0/\04 INA £
10 e oS
EPUBLI VIEXICANA
_ TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES

// TELEGRAMA
/N | 28 1870

dm._____De el de QT B B qoq.
Recibido en Q-:j"‘“"“‘bd{g'& H.D. H R T.—;‘ |
Via =B
Sr.

Todo telegrama debe llevar el gello de la Otficina.




Todo telegrama debe llevar el sello de ia Oficina.

Forma M -2

REPUBLICA MEXICANA

TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES

TELEGRAMA
Num. De el de _ oGt © de 19__
Recibido en“@fﬁmqm H. D. B Mgl

Via

Sr




Todo telegrama debe llevar el sello de la Otioina.

/\ '\“\\ Forma MM -2
N
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IREPUBLICA MEXICANA

TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES

TELEGRAMA 1970
Num o el de  QOCTY de 19__
Recid ido m_ﬁ; g)‘.q&' o H.D. H B. T
Via — e, ‘B-—
Sy ( | S,




. " ForMa M-3.
/
RepuBLica MEXI
TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES P
TODO TELEGF‘AMA_ DEB?._L-LEVAH EL SELLO DE LA OFICINA_/
L7 A R PR LEes o 257 BRRESD L =
'Teleé‘rémé ‘Tecibido en el de de 19

17 Mexico IF 14 QOct 1920 v je
O S R B e 7 85
TOGOM a4 s ilinic Ly

Su_atento=men§a;e'fechado ayer De acuerdo con sus dpreciables
deseos ya hago.gestioneé neces&a:ias pare dar tode clase facilidades con
el fin de que sean encontrados los restos de los norteamerlcanos Roberte
. Saludolo Afte Srio’ Part

oA Robles

% é:’.“’:\'. :v‘?":.,!J BN 2itme 610Pm 0 SEEE 20 | LT
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' CLASS CF SERVICE | SYMBOL |

Tetegram L,

| T Day.letfer SRR iﬂgfz_.
Night Message Nite
Night Letter NL

it none of these three symbole
eppears alter the check (number of
words) this is a telepram. Othes-

wiseits character is indicated by tne
symbol appcaring afier tl.e check.

AE5C 1337 VIA CALVN
MEXICO NFT 17

GRAL  OBREGON
paccas 12902

&L 'SENOR MC TELLES DE WASHINGTON DICEME LO QUE -S|GE 'EPANLEY DE
'DOL ORE:'S 'CUIEN EN NUEVAYORK LLAMASE' REPRESENTANTE' SR GRAL' OBREGON
PRESSENTO A COBRO F IRST NATIONAL BANK CHEQUES POR OCOCIENTOS DOLLARS

EXPEDINOS CONTRA W ICHITA FALL/S BANK POR W E' COVENTRY LOS CUALES
FWERON PAGADOS COMO REISULT'ARA OQOUE COVENTRY CARECE DE



r— = T
| Telegzam Nt ENVICE SVI!BUL1
I"_!Jay Lett--

|__Nighta, ~ Blue_| °
Wiga ie sage N

se thr
check
teler
aa

litCE—i i)

AG5C ‘SHEET' 2.

FONDOS EN W ICH ITAFALL'S DE! DOL ORES FUE ARRE/STADO. ABOGADO . JOHN W CILFTON
DE WASHINGTON COMUNICANDO EGFORMACION ANTERIOR PREGUNTA &1 DE!

DOLORES E/¢ EN EF[:'CTIO REPRE'SENTANTE 'SENOR GRAL ' OBREGON PARA GEST'I ONAR
[

LIBERTADI GNORANDO ACTUAL' PARADERO SR GRAL' COMUNICOLE EL CASO

.SUPL ICANDOLE' COMUN JCARME &' CONVENIENTE' INFORMACION DESER .ABOGADO

CLIFTON LO OUE ME PERMITO TRANSCRIBIR A UD SUPL | CANDOLE ' 'SE! SIRVA’
DAR INSTRUCCIONES.SOBRE PART'ICULAR SALUDOLD CON TODC AFECTO EL 'SRIO
RART
M ALE/SS10 ROOLE'SE



Yodo telegrama debe llevar of sellc de la @ficina
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RBPUBLICA MEXICANAZ " ¢
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TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES “““/‘I\‘,
WS T SR PR TR RS (S if T = X

Telegrama recibido en Mexico, D. F.,

29 Secretaria Particular Presidencia Republica Mexico 29 Octubre
off D 5 pm.
Alvaro Obregon.
Yadero 1 unb. Mexico D.F.
Con fecha 16 del corriente permitime dirigirle a Dallas

siguiente mensaje :" El Sr.M.C.Tellez, de Washington, Diceme lo

que sigue:op lonie* de uwolecres cuien en Nueva York llamase repre-

sentante Sr.Gral Obregon presentd a cobro First National Bank

cheques por ochocientos dollars expedidos contra Wichita Falls
Bank por W.E.Coventry los cuales fueron pagados.Como resultara
que Coventry carece de fondos en Wichita Falls,de Bolores fué

arrestado.Abogado John W Clifton de Washington comunicando infor-

Y 4 . .
macion anterior pregunta si de Dolores es en efecto representante



0
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ReruBrnica MEXICANA

TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES

Telegrama recibido en Meéxico, D. F.,
e )

Sr.General Obregon para gestionar libertad.Ignorando actual -
paradero Sr.General,comunicole el caso suplicandole comunicarme
si conveniente informacién desea abogado Clifton". Lo que me -
permito transcribir a Ud. suplicandole se sirva dar instrucciones
sobre particular". Como aun estdn pendimntes estos informes, ateh-
tamente ruego a Ud se digne proporcionarmelos efecto darlos a mi

vez esta via.Saludolo con todo afecto. El Srio.Part

lL.Alessio Robles.-

Todo telegrama debe ilevar ef sellc de la Oficina
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absoluta sujecién a las condiciones que al reverso se ex-

JES DE SERVICIO

Domicilio del signatario, inicamente para casos de aclaracién.

T~ i PAEQ_B_[}AQS-__-..,_.._._ S S ~ Vilheigal (. s [ - Thle i s U
De Ndxico / cl 30 de Octubre de 1920, ae 19—
: y - _
Para... Ciuvded, . 3t Via.
Sr LiC, MIGULL ALESSIO ROBLEDomicilio SRICePARTICUTAR DET. SR PRI

DFNTE DE LA RIPUBDLICA.

SU MINSAJE AYER, TRANSCRILIENDO EI. DET. SENOR TELIEZ. - DURANTE

(&

o NI PERMANENCIA EN DALLAS NO NECIBI MENSAJE
Ri. EN. RESPUESTA PARTICIPOLE QUZ NO TENGO NINGUN DUPRESENTANTE
NI DENTRO I‘i’jl. FUERA DEL PAIS Y POR IO TANTO CREO QUE SERIA CONVE-
KIEXTE DIRIGIRSE A NUESTRO CONSULADO FN NUnVA YORK A FIN DI QUE
NO SI NAGAN NIMNGUNAS G DSTIOI‘;;’;]S.‘EI‘I FA;O_I‘. DET, SENOR DE DOLORIS

POR TRATARSE DE UK IMPOSTOR, AF‘.'TCTUO.SAI‘.EEIJTE.
—ALTARD fnning

PASE 851,
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ALVARO OBREGON COPIA
TELEGRAMA

véxico, D.F., OCctubre 28' 1920.
NOGALES, SON..
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“LIC. YIGURL ALX33I0 ROBLES,
PALALCIC YACICYWAL.
CIUDAD.

RNTERADO SU MEINSAJE AYER, AGRADECI™NMO
DERPIDAVHENTE EL SALUDC QUE POR 66U APRECIARLE CONDUCTO

ENVIAME EL SEROR FURWAYDC IGLH3IAS CALDERCN., AFUTE,

ALVARC CPREGON,

Pase 351.



PRESIDENGCIA DE LA REPUBLIGA
MREXICO, D. F.

PALACIO WACIOIAL,
a 26 de octubre ds 1920.

Seflor Don Alvaro Obregdn,
Presente.

vy estimado amigo:

Tengo el gusto de presenter & usted, por medic de estas
lineas, al seflor Lic. JOST F.GODAY, wuy resmetable perkcna y
conipetente abogado, guien ha prestado muy bucros gervicics a
la Hacidn, en el Cuermo Diplowético.

Il sefior Lic. Godoy deséa tener el honor de conocer a -
usted, ¥ no vacilo en introducirlo a sus finas atenciones.

Le anticipa las debidas gracies su afmo. stto.amigo y -
seguro servidor.

Secretario Farticular,




PRESIDENGIA DE LA REPUBLIGA
Palacio Nacional,

MEXIGO, D. F.
: liéxico, octubre 28 de 1920.
i
N/ Sefior A. Chregdn
- Golima 182.

Cigdad.

Ifuy estimado y fino amigo:

Por acuerdo del C. Presidente de -
. /¢ la Reptblica remito a usted original, con la presente,
Tk carte del sefior Stefano Carrara, para que se sirve usted
enterarse de ella,

Lo saludo afectucsamente, ocuedando
su atento amigo, s.s.




“n~uéxico, D .

T - Nov.

de 192G,
Seﬁcr Jice. Iﬂmézaio Hobless

Seeretarfa Part. de le Presidencis.
Presente,

lay cefor mfo y amd coe
| H sefior General Chregdn aeaba
Ze reeibir la stenta oarte de usted techadn el 28 =
de ectubre dltimo, con el Nemorfndum Asl sefior Minig
tro de Italia; y me cmcar@; declr a usted que ya ha
escrito al sefior Carrara sobre el particular. al
Lo salude atentaménte y me repito su afrmtfmmo

ami g0y seguro nrvidw.

0
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PRESIDENCIA DE LA REPUBLIGA

MEYICO, D. iF.

PALACIO KACIUHAL,
a2 3 de noviewbre de 1920.

MIGEL RLESSIO ROELES, seluda atentamente a su

estimado smigo el seflor Alvaro Obregn y se permite remitirle
g 5 aE y il s .

adiunto, wensaie que le dirige el C. Cdnsul de }8xico en Los -

Angeles, Cal.,E.U. de 4.,

Afectuc samente.

1 anexo.




nove
1920 J

8re Lic, Miguel Alessio Robles.

Sric. Purlionmlr del Sefior Presidente
de los Estadeos Unidos lexicanos,
Palacio Racional, « CIUDAD,

luy estimade emigote |

‘ Acvso reoiho de su atento recado fbehadn
el“dl’a de ayer, dirigiic al Befior Gemersl Alvaro Obro.
ghn, afniole Ins gracias por o1 envie del memsaje cifwa
do del Gﬁnuui Yoxicano en los Angeles, recibido ém ese
Presidencia, : r

Lo saluda con afecto su atonto amige y iw;
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’ ¥
TELEGRA% para tr ‘estas lineas con absoluta sujecién a las condiciones que al reverso se ex—
presan y # acept el que suscribe:
U ”  INDICACIONES DE SERVICIO
Niymsgeans B, : Vo res ... Tmeie Gufmen. "4 H. D e Bemeis s o
- De México el_85. de_. noviembhre de 1020  del9 ..
Para.. . CIUDAD.. . Via

Domicilio del signatario, inicamente para casos de aclaracién.

oy

LIC.M ALESSIC ROBLIS, . Domzicilio  SUGRETARIA PARTICULAR DUL
PRESIDENTE DE LA RUPURLICA.

AGRADEZCO SU MEKSAJE DE AYER TRANSCRIBIENDO EL

QUE DIRIGIOLE CONSUL: PARTICULAR DII SAN SEBASTIAN, ESTIVARE

A USTED SE SIRVA EXPRESARLE MIS ACGRADECIMIENTOS POR TILICI

TACIONES ENVIAME. AFFTTE,

AT.VARO CBIGON,
PAST €51,

—; - P R s,




A nsm’ -
nove 9
de 1920
g
Sre Idce Miguel Alessio Robles.
SrdosParticular del Sefior Presis
donte de los Bgtados Unidos Mexicanos
Pllacio Nacional, ClUDADe=
| yuy estimado migote .
1 : Me refierec a2 la carta de usted fechada
' ayer rolativa la invitacifn del Sefior Macorra, -
: Suplico a usted dar cumplidns gracias-
. en mi nombre por la mencionada invitaecifn y decirle
gue me véo on Ia pema y en 1z imposi _ de acepe
tarla porgue on los astuales morwentos estoy sunamen- .
. te ecupado y pars aceptarla tendrfa que dlstraer wne
1 dfa entere.

‘ : Lo saludo con afoclio y me repito suyo
afectisimo atente amigo y seguro servido .- “




Todo telegrama debe llevar el sello de la Oficina
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REPUBLICA MEXICANA:-

TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES

Telegrama reeibido en México, D. F. o “L LA

25 Sris pert. Presidencia Rep. 11 nov 9,aj,r,12.45 pm....of12nd
Gral A Obregdn.- Ave I I Madero uno.-

Para su conocimiento permf{tome transcribirle cable enviado por nue
tro encargedo Embgjada en Washington Sr Tellez: "Washington Herald
hoy dice intereses petroleros americanos estédn por abandonar con-
tencidn artlculo ve1atismete constitucion mexicana 8 conf'iscato-
rio, tal decisién circuld ayer aqui circulos diplomatlcos implica
notable adelanto hacia otcrgamiento reconocimiento iéxico Bstadoa
Cnidos inmeaiatamente despues Presidente eleoto Alvaro Obregdén to-
me posesidn.- Témase como indicativa propésito petroleros america-
nos comenzar sin mayor demora desarrollo extranjeros paso que per- .
sonas autorizadas estlman neces arlo para impedir predominio petro- _=
lero intereses Britdnicos.- Inférmase magnates petroleros america-
nos han descubierto demasiadoxtardiamente que estaban procurando
obtener gobierno mexicano renunciara principio legal que suprema
corte estados unidos ha mantenido en varias ocasiones.- Disputaban
que insistencia gobierrnoc mexicanc depésitos petroleros subsuelo son
propiedad na016n era confiscatoria aun cuando suprema corte ha es-
tablecido idéntico principio al decidir caso Indiana y Pennsylvania
Hoy salen para Tampico por ferrocarril petrolero Doheny su hijo y
siete acompafiantes".- Afctte. El Srio Pert.,

} Alessio Robles
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PALACIO N£CIONAL
8 de noviembre de 1920.

PRESIDENGIA DE LA REPUBLIGA

REXICO, D. F.

Sr. Grel. A. Obregdn.
tve. F.I.kedero No.l.
Ciudad.

Bst imedo y fino emigo:

£Lzabo de recibir una certe del seior
Frfnc1eco de P. Moreno en que me r=cuerde la invite-
cidn ,aque hece & usted el sefior lecorre pera vis itar
le Fabrlca de Sen Rafeel, por cuyo motivo mucho le
ugradecerle me comunicere si scepte dicha invitecidn
indic&ndome el dfia en que desee hacer la visite en-
tes mencioneda, 2 fin de comunicerlo & los intere-
sados.

En espere de sus noticias sobre el
perticuler, me es grato repetirme su afmo. emigo y
atto. 5. S.



=

IR

Sr. Lic, Miguel fAlessio lobles,
5rio. Particular del CyPresidente
de los,  Estados Unides liexicanos, -
Palacio lNaecional « CIUDAD,

Nuy estimado amigote

Ne reficro a la earta de usted fochada.-

el dfa 5 de los eorrientes relativa o la invitacién.

del Seijgg lasorra.
| Suplieoc a usted dar cumplida= gracias a
dicho sefior por la invitecidn que se sirve hacerme,
y decirle que me veo en la pema de no aceptarla,por
ostﬁr sumanmente ocupado en estoa dias, pues para «-
elle tendrio gue distraer un dia entero, '

Lo saludo eon afecto y quedo su atenteo

epire y sam servidor..

Ay



PRESIDENGIA DE LA BEPUR
oy
REXICO, D F.

/ Estimzdo y fino amigo:

PALACIO NAGIONAL .
17 de noviembre de 192U.

- i L

En contestecion & su stente certe de
fecha 15 del sactuvel, me ss greato manifestar}e que
hoy miano me dirijo el sefor .uecorre suplicendole
se sirve excussar e usted de no ecepter le invite-

o /2 . . . 4 .
cion gque le hizo pere visiter le Febrice de Sen Re-
0] s

feel, en viste de que est& usted sumemente ocupado.

’Sin otro nerticulsr, me revito como
gsiempre & sus Ordenes quedendo su afmo. emigo y

gt 5.

S.

.



PALAC IO NACIONAL

PRESIDENCIA DE LA REPUBLIGA
MEXICO, D.F.

Sr. Gral. D. Lyvaro Obragdn.
tve.F.i.lhedero No.l.
viude d.

wuy estimsdo y fino amigo:

®1 sefior Dente Cusi me ha dirigido
une certa en que me indice que tendrias mucho gusto
en que usted lo acompsfers & comer cuelgrier dia,
por cuyo motivo me permito supllcar1° que en c:so
de aus acepte usted este invitecidn se sirve com-
nicérmelo & fin de ponerlo en conocimiento del ci-
tedo sefior Cusi.

Me es greto repetirme como siempre
su afmo. emigo y atto. S. S.

/

-

/ f,/g,u Ly

18 de noviembre de 1920,

Ab



PRESIDENGCIA DB LA REPUBLIGA PALACIO NACIONAL,
KEXICO, D. F. México,noviembre 25 de 192C.

Sefior

A. Obregon.

Av. PFrancisco I. Madero 1.
Ciudad.

Estimado sefior y amigo:-

Por acuerdo del C, Presidente
de la Repliblica con la presente remito a usted para -
su conocimiento mensaje que se recibid en esta Presi-
dencia y que remite el sefior De Negri, Cénsul Gral. -
de México en Nueva York.

Sin otro asunto por el momento y deseéndol e
todo género de felicidades, me repito su afmo. atto.
amigo y S S.

Por A. del C, Presidente.
El Secretario Particular.

~-—ANnexo .-~

ebv./
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HMEXICO,D. F.

o ke b/

. 11

T

#



Published WeeKly

The Curtis P_ublishing'
Companv

Cyrus H. K. Curtis, i vesident

C. H. Ludington, Vice-President and Treasurer
P. 8. Collins. General Business Manager
‘Walter D. Fuller, Secretary
William Boyd, Advertising Director

Independence Square,Philadelphia

London: 6, Henrietta Street
Covent Garden,W.C.

THE SATURDAY
EVENING POST

Founded A’D'1728 by Benj.Franklin

Copyright, 1920, by the Curtis Publishing Company in the United States and Great Britain

George Horace Lorimer
EDITOR
Churchill Williams, F. S. Bigelow,
A.W.Neall, Arthur Mcleogh,
E.DBinsmore,
Associate Editors

Entered as Second-Class Matter, Novernber18,
1879, at the Post Office at Philadelphia,
Under the Act of Mr¥ch 3,1879
Additional Entry as Second-Cless Matter
at Columbus, Ohio

Entered as Secor;a—claas Matter at the
Post-Office Department, Ottawa, Cenada

THE COPY
,Olume ’95 50' 10c. in Canada

PHILADELPHIA, PA., NOVEMBER 6, 1920

$2.50 THE YEAR

by Subscription

Number 19

General Obregon and the Villagers of Santa Maria Del Tule at the Foot of the Gigantic Cypress Tree Near the City of Oaxaca, Supposed to be the Oldest Tree in the World

LVARO OBREGON is still almost unknown beyond the frontiers of his own
country and is very imperfectly appreciated within them. It may surprise the
reader to learn that even the late President Carranza, who owed his ascendency
to Obregon’s military achievements and worked for a considerable time in close

conjunction with him, died without gauging his character aright or appreciating his
motives. The fact is there are two Obregons; one of whom is light-hearted, superficial,
jovial, answering most men according to their limitations, living in an atmosphere of
jejune commonplace and amusing himself by shooting folly as it flies; and another who
is thoughtful, serious, solicitous about national and international problems and whose
conversation is pregnant, suggestive and illuminating.

Most people are acquainted with the former, who is the only one known to the public, -

while but very few seem to get on speaking terms with the latter. This trait, I may
add, characterizes other members of his family. For example, his brother Don José, the
ex-schoolmaster of Huatabampo, is likewise a twofold personality who gives of his best
to very few. I have listened to scores of ordinary conversations between Obregéon and
his political friends and supporters, as well as to his ordinary table talk, and I have
often wondered at the amazing difference between those two psychological aspects
of the same individual.

And yet, whatever may be the final outcome of the politico-social movement of which
he is now the recognized chief—and the manifold bearings of which are nowhere fully
realized —his name and career mark one of the most fateful epochs in Mexican history.
They will be creditably associated with the closing of an era of revolutionary chaos and

the inauguration of a period of such peace, order and reconstruction as the psychology of
the Mexican peoples and the chronically disturbed condition of the civilized world will
allow. Not only has he sounded the death knell of the band of assassins and plunderers
who kept the republic continually immersed in human gore, but he has roused from
their secular torpor a large section of the people, wakening them to an incipient sense
of their rights, providing them with the legal means of exercising these, exhorting them to
respect the rights of others and releasing numerous forces which, one hopes, under his
direction, may ultimately prove constructive.

The new current may, for example, contribute’ to sweep away some of the racial
barriers and enable a future administration to fuse into a single organized entity the
many heterogeneous ethnical fragments of which the republic is composed. For as yet
Mexico is only a state, not a nation in the strict sense of this term. The process of
unification to which Obregén’s name, exploits and doctrines have given the first impetus
is only in its initial stage to-day, and the peoples undergoing its operation are hardly
conscious of any change. But though as yet scarcely noticeable, it is real and widespread
and may well become effective, if the future president reénforces it, as I have reason to
believe he will, with the series of statesmanlike measures which he unfolded to me in the
course of our daily conversations.

That in brief is an imperfect summary of what General Obregon has already achieved.
It represents the upshot of eight years of a tremendous struggle against bitter enemies
and well-meaning friends and of the heaviest sacrifices which any man could make for
the cause to which he has devoted his life. If he should be further destined to work out
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to a satisfactory issue the far-ranging schemes for the
reconstruction of the politico-social fabric which he is now
turning over in his mind, he will have conferred upon
Mexico the moral leadership of Latin America and a
creditable position among the progressive states of the
New World.

But the difficulties with which he will have to cope are
formidable, and I am not absolutely sure that as yet he
fully appreciates their magnitude. It is so natural for a
strong man about to take over the reins of government for
the first time to assume that his will is powerful enough
to hinder events the occurrence of which lies in the nature
of things. Moreover, the greatest statesman the world
could produce would be helpless without trained, loyal and
gifted assistants to carry out the details of a far-reaching
program of reconstruction.

Like an architect who can design an edifice and supervise
the work but requires stonecutters, masons, bricklayers
and hodmen to build it, the new president of Mexico can
effect little without conscientious and energetic public
servants. The lack of these—and as yet there is no trust-
worthy civil service in the country—was the blight of those
of his few predecessors who would fain have introduced
a new and better ordering of things political and social into
the republic. Obregén himself, as a military commander,
had first of all to create an army on which he could rely,
and as a reforming president he will be obliged to form a
body of honest bureaucrats; and this is a formidable task.
Carranza once remarked to a friend of mine who was com-
plaining of the class of men by whom he was surrounded:
“I confess that many of them are drags in lieu of helps.
They damage instead of furthering the cause, and I should
be glad to get rid of them. But I cannot, at least not at
once. They stood by me in critical moments, and if I were
to throw them over now I should be not merely displaying
ingratitude but tempting fate and jeopardizing what has
already been achieved.”

Obstacles and Difficulties

HE idealist, Francisco Madero—a very different type

of man from Carranza—gave forcible expression to this
plaint when he wrote: ‘All wars in Mexico, whether civil
or foreign, have produced a class of condoitieri who, the
struggle once over and the victory won, exact from the
country an exorbitant price for their services; and who, if
not rewarded commensurately with their own estimate of
their achievements, are apt to stir up trouble for the new
wovernment.”’

Now Madero, the visionary, who in conceiving his proj-
ects took scant account of realities, is a remarkable
instance of the utter inadequacy of good intentions allied
with political
power but devoid

military career. Early in the year 1913, when the so-called
plan of Guadalupe was drawn up, Obregén made the fol-
lowing specific proposal to the Sonora Commission, which
was to visit Carranza and recognize him as first chief: “I
request you to present my respects to Sefior Carranza and
to suggest to him in my name that he issue a decree dis-
qualifying all of us chiefs who are taking any part in the
present armed movement to occupy any public posts, inas-
much as all our national misfortunes have been caused by
the unbridled ambitions of military men.”

From these sentiments General Obregén has never
swerved.

During ‘our tour through the southern and eastern
states I once took occasion to point out to General Obre-
gén the difficulties that might rise from a natural desire to
reward the men to whose efforts the overthrow of the
Carranza administration was due. He replied that no such
difficulty existed for him, and in a remarkable speech
which he delivered next day in Puebla he plainly said that
one of the blights of every revolutionary movement in the
past had been the alleged necessity or expediency of duly
recompensing its champions.

“I have heard it said,”” he went on, “that the same exi-
gency will rise up once more as an obstacle to national
progress. Well, I may say at once that it is an error. It
will not. I for my part regard all the efforts—and they
were truly heroic—of those who contributed to free the
country from the nightmare of the dictatorship as unselfish
and patriotic and far too precious to be weighed in the
balance with public posts or emoluments. The gratitude
of the country and the consciousness of having discharged
their duties as high-minded citizens constitute the only
meed worthy of these brave men. This way of viewing the
matter will enable the new government to chooseitsservants
without constraint and to enlist the services of those who
are best qualified to transact the business of the nation.”

Another of the more serious difficulties with which the
new president of the republic will have to cope turns upon
the settlement of the questions now outstanding between
his country and foreign nations and in especial upon the
measures which are to render effective Article XIV of the
Constitution of 1917, which declares that the clause
nationalizing the products of the subsoil—mineral, oil, and
so on—shall not have retroactive force. It would be mis-
chievous to say aught at the present moment calculated to
envenom a controversy which has already become unduly
rancorous. It may not, however, be amiss to make one or
two remarks which, however obvious, are too often ignored
by professional politicians who live in an atmosphere of
abstractions and phrases.

The first is this: The sooner an earnest endeavor is
made to get this embarrassing obstacle out of the way the
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smaller will be the sacrifice it will entail. Like the p:
chase of the Sibylline Books, it will turn out to
incomparably more advantageous to conclude the barg:
at once than to go on haggling indefinitely over f{
terms.

In the second place, the matter can still be sett
satisfactorily for both sides in harmony with law 3
equity, for as yetitismerely a dispute between the Mexic
Government and foreign individuals.

But the subject should be tackled without delay and
a genuine spirit of fair play. For if it be postponed
approached without a firm resolve to arrange it amicak
moral issues, such as that to which I have elsewh
alluded under the name of ‘“manifest destiny,”* are s:
to catch fire and set the interested nationsin a blaze. A
that would constitute the most sinister upshot to what
present may be treated as a mere passing misunderstai
ing. To-day this misunderstanding can be settled by
appeal to the canons of logic, jurisprudence and equi
To-morrow it may be removed to the domain of inten
tional diplomacy, where the issues will be wholly tra:
formed. And that to my mind is the quarter in which {
most formidable and imminent danger lurks.

Constructive Possibilities

ASTLY, I should like to record my conviction that
public man in Mexico is so well qualified to deal w
the questions involved as General Obregén, nor is there a
other endowed either with equal moral courage to sta
for what is right or with equal capacity to discern for hi:
self and to bring his countrymen to see where justice and f:
play lie. Moreover, he possesses the rare gift of visualizi
such issues as these in correct perspective.

Alvaro Obregén, then, is not only the most distinguish
and influential representative—he is to a notewort!
extent the creator of those moral and intellectual fore
still widely scattered and seemingly inadequate, whi
appear destined ultimately to save his country from t
irreparable ruin into which it was gradually sinkir
Hence neither the present condition nor the immedis
outlook of that ill-starred republic can be fully understo
without some knowledge of the personality, principles a
aims of the man who for more than eight years fostered a
drew into focus such constructive elements as the nati
afforded and imbued some of them at least with the spi
of a sound politico-social philosophy.

During the tumults, risings and civil wars which car
to be looked upon as the normal state of the republic Obi
g6n was the only leader of note who fought with a clear-c
plan for an avowable end. Hating the effusion of bloc
he had recourse to military force as to the indispensal
means of abc
ishing violen

of trustworthy in- L once for all.
struments, for - Hisaim was t
while he was striv- establishment

ing to fire his en-
vironment with
his own enthusi-
asm for demo-
gratic principles
and universal
brotherhood his
army in Morelos
was plundering
and maltreating
the wretched in-
habitants. But he
had at least a pre-
sentiment of the
dangers that be-
set him, and he
knew that aman’s
most formidable
enemies are those
of his own house-
hold.

General Obre-
gon is equally well
aware of this peril
to which I more
than once ven-
tured to draw his
attention. The
inner temper of
the man toward
militarism in gen-
eral and toward
the monstrous
forms whichit had
assumed in Mex-
ico is clearly re-
flected in many
of his official acts
and words as far

back as the first
stages of his

General Obregon on a Visit (

peace, order-a
law on a solid a
enduring basis.
The idea
which he consi
ently advocat
and strove to t
hold were mor
ity and justit
and it is the
same ideals whi
those who kn
him best exp
him to embody
the achievemel
with which
presidential ¢
reer will be &
sociated in t
history of 1
country.

*The Predomin:
Issues. Cf. War ¢
Other Essays by
G. Sumner. ‘7
claim of a group
people tohold a
of theeartlh’ssurf
is never absoll
Every group hc
its territory by fo
and holdsitsubjec
the obligation to
ploit it and mak¢
contributory to °
welfare of manki
If it does not do t
it will probably |
the territory by 1
conquest of a m
energetic peop
This is manif
destiny.”

‘n Mexico City

(Continued os:
Page 49)



THE SATURDAY

2

ALVARO OBREGON: THE MAN
AND HIS POLICY

(Continued from Page 4)

I think I may say without undue pre-
sumption that I have a fairly practiced eye
for the raw stuff of what are known as big
men. I have enjoyed the personal ac-
quaintanceship of practically every Euro-
pean statesman of note from Bismarck to
M. Briand and of such non-European
personages as President Roosevelt, Li
Hung Chang and the Marquis Ito. I may
claim to have been the first who divined the
real strength of Sergius Witte, the greatest
Russian statesman since Peter, whose in-
timate friend and adviser I was for many
years. It was I, too, who, when Greece was
in the throes of anarchy, as was Mexico
under Huerta and Carranza, publicly de-
clared that if Greece could be saved by her
own efforts, the only man endowed with
the requisite qualifications to save her was
my Cretan friend, Venizelos. It was in
consequence of that pronouncement of
mine that Colonel Tsorbas, thc chief of the
military party, after consultation with me,
sent for Venizelos, with whom he was.then
unacquainted, and brought him into the
arena of Greek polities, where he has since
acquired undying fame.

My intercourse with General Obregdn
has been exceptionally close and intimate.
I enjoyed the privilege of accompanying
him on his historic journeys extending over
thousands of miles through the republic,
first when he returned in triumph from the
successful revolution and later when he
visited the southern and eastern states on
what was erroneously termed an election-
eering campaign but was really a tour of
exploration.

‘I must see the country and the people
for myself,” he said. ““I hate to have to
contemplate them through the semiopaque
leaves of official reports.”

Getting at the Mexican People

On those journeys by train, steamer,
automobile and carriage %e and I were con-
tinually together, spending hours every day
in unimpeded and frank talk on most of the
topies that exercise the ingenuity of man-
kind to-day. We lived in wretched inns and
tolerable hotels, traveled in carriages filled
with workingmen, were poisoned with the
ptomaine of fish, fasted occasionally when
there was nothing to eat, were literally
crushed by dense, enthusiastic crowds five
and six times a day, were drenched with
torrential rains and scorched witlf tropical
heat. We heard the desires, the grievances
and the aspirations of the various groups
and individuals of the states through which
we passed. Wherever Obregdn was invited
to a banquet—a very different sort of en-
tertainment from what is known by this
name in the East—I went with him; when
he had to address the people from a bal-
cony or a tribune in the public square I was
generally by his side; and when he received
the governors, municipal authorities and
party chiefs to discuss the needs of the
population I was permitted to be present.
Thus I heard him discuss proposals and
schemes for the betterment of the country
and the people, refuse and accept sugges-
tions and criticize concrete plans of amelio-
ration, after having examined the land.

I found him a charming companion. At-

table he is entertaining and his conversa-
tion is replete with anecdote. An enemy to
every kind of excess, he generally drinks
water. During our journeys he invariably
refused every kind of alcoholic liquor,
though he is by no means a prohibitionist.
In this connection I should like to narrate
an amusing little episode that occurred in a
town on the Pacific Coast. I was out walk-
ing with the official representative of a for-
eign country, and on our return to the
hotel we found General Obregén sitting at
a table in consultation with half a dozen of
the municipal and state authorities. Seeing
me, he called out to me to join them.
looked up at my foreign companion inter-
rogatively, desiring to learn whether he
would like to be introduced. But he said
emphatically that he must leave me.

On the following day I mentioned to him
that I should have liked him to make the
acquaintanceship of the future president of
the republie, but he replied: ‘“Well, you see
I could not prevail on myself to go over to

that circle and sit down and imbibe alcohol

with them.”

As a matter of fact, none of them was
imbibing any liquid, not even water, and
my interlocutor was amazed to learn that
General Obregén had never tasted any
drink stronger than water—sometimes the
reverse of limpid—during all our travels.

Obregén's serious conversation is current
Mexican history in graphic sketches and
dramatic or comic pictures, the accuracy of
which is due to his marvelous memory,
whose stores are inexhaustible, the whole
seasoned with a touch of humor which is
Hibernian rather than Mexican. It is only
in private at odd intervals that he reveals
his inner self and the vast range of specula-
tion in which his mind has indulged. He
sees the universal in the local and inter-
weaves threads of humanity in his schemes
for national well-being. By dint of experi-
ence and induction he has discovered for
himself many of the truths long since ex-
pounded by foreign thinkers of whose ex-
istence he is unaware. In a discussion he

has the gift of seizing the gist of the mat- |

ter, and he possesses the knack of setting
it in correct perspective. He is free from
party spirit, from shuffling and sophistry.

Fine Personal Traits

Some of the gaps, however, left by his
early education have not yet been filled in.
He knows little of ancient history, and his
ideas about concrete foreign policy are
fluic, apart from a few sound basic concep-
tions, for he hardly ever reads, and his
intercourse with foreigners of parts is
neither frequent nor sustained. His travels

.have never taken him beyond the United

States and Cuba. He speaks no foreign

tongues, and he has had no experience in |
internaticaal politics, though he has had |

occasional glimpses of its seamy side. Of
necessity, therefore, hisnotions of the policy,
strivings and psychology of foreign govern-
ments are as hazy as are the views which
foreign statesmen hold of Mexican affairs.
They both operate with imaginary men
and bodies, and the results are untoward.
But obviously this drawback is fraught
with much greater danger to Mexico than

to the great powers. I have heard, for ex- |

ample, the views of many Mexican politi-
cians about their misunderstandings with
the United States, and I make bold to say
that they all started with utterly ground-
less assumptions and failed to take into
account facts and factors which are obvious
and decisive. Their world of international
politics is unreal, and this, to my thinking,

is the main source of danger to the coming |

government,

But Obregdn, conscious of these deficien-
cies, is eager to remedy them. He knows
that he does not know and is ready to learn
from those who do. He has the courage to
face the ghosts of his former errors, and he
possesses the secret of making them serv-
iceable. During his toilsome journey on the
road of self-development many of his youth-
ful prejudices fell away. Circumstance, the
unerring assayer of the ore of talent, re-
moved much of its drossy alloy. The only
subject on which I seemed to detect traces
of bias was that of the oil magnates, for he
is generally as deliberate in his judgments
as he is faithful in his attachments.

I visited Obregén’snative placein Sonora,
became acquainted with the Obregén clan,
which is very numerous in the north, talked
with the teachers who imparted to him all
the education he ever received, questioned
his playmates and became conversant with
his family history. And during this close
intercourse, and since, I can truly say that
I have enjoyed his confidence to a degree
which warrants the statement that I pos-
sess ample data for a fairly adequate judg-
ment on his character, attainments and
politico-social conceptions.

My impressions are distinctly favorable.
I do not hesitate to affirm that the pen
portraits of him hitherto limned and given
to the world by foreign publicists are the

merest caricatures. To put the matter suc- |
cinctly, Obregén stands on a higher moral |

and intellectual level than his race. He is
endowed in a greater degree with those
special aptitudes which distinguish the peo-
ple of the United States, and in addition he
displays some of the most valuable traits
of the Mexican race. Essentially a member
of the class of doers, gifted with initiative
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and quick resolve, he never under stress of
actlon falters, hesitates or reconsiders. He
is of the same mind as Marshal Foch, who
wrote in my album: ‘““To wage war is to act
with decision and without fear of respon-
sibility after having deliberated.” He
states a question in which he himself is an
interested party withfairness to his antago-
nist. Heis chary of promising and punctual
in executing.

Pageant, rhetoric and every kind of
bombast are abominations to him, and he
agrees with Spinoza, whose works he never
read, when he said that when one applies
one’s mind to politics it is as much as one
can do to keep from laughing or groaning
at the deeds which they inspire. He con-
siders politics, as understood and practiced
in most countries, as a scourge of peoples
and would fain substitute morality and
plain dealing. Like Dean Swift, he holds
that to make two ears of corn and two
blades of grass grow upon a spot of ground
where only one grew before is to render a
more valuable service to mankind than the
best efforts made by the race of professional
politicians from year’s end to year’s end.

His respect for the rights and the per-
sonality of others, which is no mere form,
has its source in his own sense of human
dignity. Like M. Friand, he is a past
master of the difficult art of saying no with-
out offending the disappointed suitor, and
he seldom fails to use his expressive eyes in
conjunction with his insinuating voice to
soften the asperity of a refusal. Lastly, he
seems to be quite capable of enlisting the
services of men more richly endowed than
himself. I say he seems, because he has not
yet met any such. There are one or two
distinguished and able compatriots of his
who deny him friendship and codperation,
because though they gladly forgive his mis-
takes they cannot pardon him his su-
periority. Even friendship can seldom rise
to this degree of generosity.

Applying the standards then by which
I judged Witte, Venizelos and other eminent
men before they became generally known
to Alvaro Obregdén, who is still merely a
Mexican general in the eyes of the majority
of newspaper readers in the United States,
and not even so much as that to the bulk of

| newspaper readers on the Continent of
. Europe, I have no hesitation in affirming
| thatfor political vision, high moral purpose,

skill and tact in dealing with men and oon-

| trolling or modifying great emergencies and

also—amostimportant point—inappearing

¢ | opportunely at the height of a national

crisis, he is Mexico’s strongest son, her man
of destiny.

I am acquainted with his schemes of re-
construction, some parts of which I propose
to dwell upon later on. For the moment
I will content myself with characterizing
them as comprehensive, statesmanlike and,
so far as a foreigner can judge, calculated
to lift the Mexican state chariot from the
Serbonian bog into which his predeces<ors
plunged it and place it on the roaa of
progress. He has never yet set his hand to
an enterprise without working it out to a
satisfactory issue. None the less, it is not
impossible that he should fail in this. If so,
no other Mexican stands theslightest chance
of succeeding, for Obregdn, and only he,
wields a sufficiently powerful lever for the
work. All that he now needs is a fulerum.

The General’s Boyhood

Alvaro Obregdn was born on a ranch in
the district of Alamos, in the north of
Mexico, on February 17, 1880. His stock
is supposed to be Hiberno-Mexican, the
name Obregdn being a Hispanicized form of
O’Brien, a belief to which he himself in-
clines. His features, especially the eyes,
which are expressive, caressing and un-
doubtedly Irish, as well as a number of
other less prominent traits, impart color to
the supposition. He was the youngest of
eighteen children, of whom ten are still
living; but as they all support themselves
by honest labor, live very modestly, eschew
politics as a profession, have never accepted
any posts or emoluments from the govern-
ment and are therefore not mentioned in
thenewspapers publicistsgenerally assume
that Obregén is an only son. For otherwise
would not his brothers have followed him
to the political scene in accordance with the
time-honored custom of the country?

When Alvaro was a few months old his
father died, bequeathing to the widow a
burden greater than she could bear. Sefiora
Obregén came of a family highly distin-
guished for artistic talents, moral energy
and physical strength, and Schopenhauer’s
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theory that the intecllectual equipment of
a man is an inheritance from his mother
would seem to be borne out in the case of
her youngest son.

In his native country I made the ac-
quaintanceship of some thirty-odd of his
blood relations, including those from whom
he received such education as was within
his reach, and while there I learned a good
deal of the family history. Among the
stories told me of his mother’s family—the
Salidos—one of which her sister was the
heroine made a dent in my memory and is
perhaps worth reproducing. One night the
house of aneighborwasattacked and gutted
by five bandits, who rode away with their
booty. On learning what happened Obre-
gbn’s aunt rose hastily, took a rifle,
mounted her horse and chased the ruffians
at high speed. Having come up with them
after a long run, she shot one of thenrdead,
wounded two others, took the remaining
two prisoners and compelled them to carry
the corpse of their comrade to the authori-
ties, to whom she duly delivered them up.
This deed still lives in the memory of the
inhabitants.

School Days at Huatabampo

As Alvaro’s mother—a woman of inde-
fatigable energy, exceptional resourceful-
ness and altruism—was unable to provide
for and educate her youngest offspring, he
was confided to the care of his three eldest
sisters, who occupied the responsible but
badly paid posts of schoolmistresses. One
of them, with whom I am personally ac-
quainted, took especial charge of his moral
upbringing. She laid uncommon stress
upon veracity as the groundwork of all
morality and punished severely every de-
viation from truth, every act or word de-
noting a lack of sincerity or candor.

It is hardly too much to say that the
moral side of Alvaro’s education was puri-
tanical in its austerity, if compared with
that which most of his countrymen received,
and in this respect, no less than in virtue
of his inborn qualities, he differs to a note-
worthy extent from the bulk of his com-
patriots. Between the people of Sonora
generally and those of the central and
southern states there is a marked difference
of temperament and character. To the
blend of the Yaqui Indian and the Spaniard
on the one hand and to the influence steadily
growing in intensity of the people of the
United States on the other this difference
is mainly due. Quickness of apprehension,
resourcefulness, independence, energy, and
a frank address which dispenses with form
and often merges in bluntness are among
the traits that mark the Sonorans in gen-
eral and the people of Alamos, Huata-
bampo, Culiacan and Navojoa in especial.
In Obregén’s case one may perhaps add the
Hibernian strain and the early struggle
with poverty to the many factors that have
made him what he is.

Dogmatic religion appears to have had
little or no place in his early training. It
certainly made no impress on his memory
and never formed the basis of his morality.
Like his contemporaries, he received his
first communion and afterward confirma-
tion with the solemnity customary in Cath-
olic countries, but he was never a devout
practicing Catholic; and he continued in
after life to tread the path traced for him
by his sisters, one of whom is a fine practical
psychologist and shrewd observer of men
and things. Many years later this lady was
pitted for a few hours in a conversational
duel against the most ingenious special
pleader in the republic. This man, who has

‘little sympathy for her favorite brother,

was defending his own line of action and
explaining to her that antipathy to himself
could only be the result of ignorance.

“I should like you,” he explained, “to
read what I wrote on such and such oc-
casions, for I know that you would then see
how I have been misjudged.”

“There are some men,” the lady an-
swered, “who must be judged not by what
they have said, but by what they have left
unsaid. And if you will allow me to say so,
I have always included you in the number.”

From the care and attention of his sisters
Alvaro passed into the public school of
Huatabampo, the head—and indeed only—
master of which was his own brother, Don
José, with whom also I am personally ac-
quainted. Huatabampo in those days was
a hamlet consisting of the frailest of human
habitations dwelt in by the poorest of hard-
working people, who had to exert them-
selves very strenuously to keep body and
soul together. There were about two score
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children, including a few Indians, in the
sehool; and most of them toiled hard when
not actually at their lessons. The master,
Don José, was beloved by them all.

I have met several of Alvaro Obregdn’s
schoolfellows, and they speak in the highest
terms of his brother and of himself. Indeed
all his old acquaintances and neighbors,
some of them poor, struggling folk, hold him
in the highest esteem. It is not often that
a man is a prophet in his own country, and
this exception to the rule undoubtedly re-
flects great credit on Obregén and the
family to which he belongs.

This simple little rustic school at Huata-
bampo was quite a remarkable institution
in its way. I feel tempted to liken it to
a rural Baliol College with Jowett as the
chief pedagogue—one of the colleges of
Oxford University which was rendered fa-
mous by Jowett and the group of distin-
guished men, Arthur J. Balfour among the
number, whom he taught. It certainly left
a deep impress on the minds of all who were
subjected to its discipline, especially on
Alvaro Obregén. The children were taught
to observe, compare and criticize. Upon
veracity, independent judgment and dis-
trust o aufh_orlty in matters of opinion the
greatest stress was laid. The lives of the
scholars and of their parents and master
were permeated by an overpowering sense
of realities which left no scope for the
dreaming of dreams. So popular was the
teacher and so interesting were the lessons
that the children often entered the school-
room at half past seven in the morning
mstead of the official hour of eight. There
were no truants.

Among the precocious little toilers who
came thus regularly to be initiated into the
mysteries of life there was no trace of any-
thing like faith in the perfection of the
presentscheme of things. One and all, they
had already begun the struggle for existence
and found it strenuous. Rather a spirit of
sharp criticism was evoked by experience
and fostered by the master, a spirit which
appears to have shaped Obregén’s thoughts
and inspired his action ever since. The
scholars were taught to inquire into the
origin and aim of institutions, to gauge
their value by their actual achievements
and present usefulness, and they were told
that all progress has its source in love of
social justice and individual freedom.

A Remarkable Pedagogue

From Don José, who was a rank agnostic,
the scholars had little chance of imbibing
the milk of Christian doctrine. There was
no church in the hamlet, and the curate of
Culiacég contented himself with paying an
occasional visit to the place m order to
perform the ceremony of marriage and to
christen the children. The best Catholics
in the hamlet were the Indians, some of
whose religious customs were a subject of
amusement to the village schoolmaster and
his pupils. For example, in June, on the
feast of St. John, it was customary for the
Indians to carry the wooden image of their
patron saint in solemn procession to the
river, doff his straw hat and gorgeous clothes
and give him an annual bath.

In the opinion of his pupils, Don José was
a zealous, well-informed and successful
pedagogue who possessed the rare arts of
communicating what he knew and of rous-
ing as well as satisfying curiosity about
the practical problems of life. He also con-
trived to keep his wards well posted on the
current events of the world, and they in-
formed me that they used to know by heart
the names and exploits of most of the public
men of the world, including the generals in
the war then being waged between China
and Japan. In a word, they already felt
themselves units of the community of man-
kind of which they were taught to regard
themselves as active and responsible
members.

“This doctrine,” General Obregén said
to me, “I have never ceased to take to
heart. The ever-present consciousness of
the unity of the race is the only sound basis
of a national policy worthy of a cultural
people or of one which aspires to culture.
The neglect of this truth is the source of
most of the sinister errors into which con-
temporary statesmen have fallen; and be-
fore their blunders can be corrected the
narrow idea underlying them must be
abandoned. True, a nation, like an indi-
vidual, has its own special interests and is
warranted in furthering them to the best
of its ability and opportunities, but only
within legitimate limits.

(Continued on Page 53)
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“That form of national egotism which
takes no account of the just demands of
other peoples is a crime against that larger
community which it is the aim and object
of all progress to organize as compactly as
may be. It is in this direction that the
stream of human tendency, deliberate and
unconscious, is continually flowing. We
are too apt to dwell upon the individual
and the nation and to promote the interests
of these as the highest objects worthy of
our pursuit, whereas real progress lies in the
development of the final aims of the spemes,
one of which I take to be the organization
of a world community knitted together by
lofty yet feasible purpose and founded
upon morality, of which justice is an inte-
gral function.”

The axiom on which this theory is
founded may be challenged by many, but
the benefits it is capable of conferring as a
canon of public action should not be over-
looked. At all events, I mention the sub-
ject merely as an indication of the kind of

teaching Obregon received at Huatabampo,
of the train of thouglht which it startcd and

of the fruits which it may reasonably be
expected to produce.

Thoroughly moral in essentials—which,
however, must not be taken to include that
stringency of view respecting relations be-
tween the sexes which prevails among
most peoples of non-English speech and is
universally recognized as one of their ethical
canons—Obregon never belonged to any
church, nor has he ever accepted any
dogma, excepting this, that there are none
worthy of credence. Against churchmen
who employ their spiritual authority for
political purposes, if their politics run
counter to his own cause, his hostility is
open and bitter, and during the civil war
he displayed it in the capital and other
places, as he himself admits.” Toward
clerics who hold aloof from public affairs
he is tolerant and unsympathetic. I have
never heard him say a harsh word of any
-ninister of religion and, little though he
sympathizes with the class, he is a sincere
advocate of absolute llberty of worship to
be accorded to all denominations impar-
tially. I doubt, however, whether he has
as yet made an exhaustive study of the
extent to which that liberty has been
systematically curtailed, mainly to the
detriment of the principal church in the
republic.

Obregoén’s ethics are as simple as his
view of the religious side of life. He holds
that a developed sense of moral obligation
is the only durable cement of civilized
%gme&v. and he further mzxnéltams that by
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can measure the progress of a nation and
of the human race.

‘“Excess is to my thinking the onl
vice,” he often repeats, “even though it
be the exaggeration of virtue.”

High Social Aims

Hence he naturally leaves a somewhat
large margin for things morally indiffer-
ent—larger than is usual in English-
speaking countries—and his tolerance of
certain weaknesses of his fellows endears
him to many. But to dishonesty and de-
ception he gives no quarter. Veracity,
plain dealing, respect for one’s word and
integrity in the fullest sense of the term
are among the virtues the lack of which
denotes an inferior category of men. He
professes to re%ard them as the alpha and
omega of a cultured community, without
which no constitution, however cleverly
drawn up, can create an organic entlty
worthy to figure among the progressive
peoples of the earth. In all stages of his
own varied career as mechanic, agricultural
laborer, factory hand, military leader and
head of a revolutionary movement, zeal
for social aims, thirst for social and political
justice, at first vague and sporadic, after-
ward deﬁnite and continuous, were the
mainsprings of such of his activities as were
not devoted to the struggle for existence.

Though Alvaro Obregén’s leanings are
decidedly toward what is currently known
as agnosticism, he has not escaped the
tendency, so marked in self-made men, to
transform the attitude of suspended judg-
ment into a dogma of positive denial and
to pin his faith to that. In his rationalism
there is no room for any of those substi-
tutes for a religious system which some
men find in philosophy and others in the
search for a nexus between the visible and
the unseen. In a word, he is not religious
by temperament any more than by early
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training. It isfair, however, to add, on the
other hand, that, wholly free from a spirit
of proselytism, he is content to let his
neighbors work out their salvation in their
own way, and among his warmest political
partisans are pious practicing Catholics
who admire in him the statesman who is
prepared to do away with lawlessness and
bloodshed and to substitute justice and
morality for the insincerity and. corruption
of latter-day politics.

Obregén once had a curious experience
which to minds more akin to the meta-
physical temperament might have served
as a point of departure for speculation of a
mystical order, but in his case led merely
to a note of interrogation mentally ad-
dressed to scientists. It turned upon the
death of his mother, who was worshiped
by her numerous children not only for the
generosity with which she was wont to
sacrifice herself for their good but also for
the sweetness and firmness with which she
faced her trials and hid them from those
whom they would have grieved and might
have dispirited. Toward Alvaro in particu-
lar sho displaycd a warmth of affection
which he still loves to recall. It was to
him, when he was nineteen years old and
penniless, that she confided the care of his
sisters, for she had a presentiment, or rather
the firm conviction, that he would one day
rise to a high position in the social scale.

A Curious Experience

Well, he and his brother were employed
far from the town where Sefiora Obregén
dwelt, on a hacienda, working twelve hours
daily, earning a mere pittance and improv-
ing their minds in their leisure hours at
night by reading aloud to each other. Un-
fortunately, the only books available—
those of the landed proprietor—were al-
most exclusively novels, and mostly poor
ones. One night after Alvaro had gone to
sleep his brother woke him up and said:
“I have terrible news for you. Mother is
dead.”

‘“Whatever do you mean?” rejoined
Alvaro. ‘“Have you been dreaming?”’

“No, nor sleeping either. Wide awake, I
have just seen her as I now see you. She
lay on the bed a corpse, rigid and blood-
less, her face drawn and her skin like parch-
ment. I actually saw her.”

Alvaro argued against the possibility of
such an apparition, set it down to a hallu-
cination, and after a time induced his
brother to go back to bed.

Soon afterward, however, a knock was
heard at the door, and the brother returned

with an account of a second apparltlon and
Erovcooing viiat 1o vuaid—rut,
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“Well,” rejoined Alvaro, “I have to be
up betimes in the morning and at my work,
so I cannot afford to do without sleep in
order to keep you company. You are ill.”

He then woke up the housekeeper and
asked for some medicine to calm his
brother’s nerves and, having obtained it, he
went to bed, slept soundly and rose next
morning as usual. Two days passed after
that, during which he forgot the incident
completely. But during the night of the
second day he heard the clatter of a horse’s
hoofs afar off, and suddenly the episode re-
vived in his memory. Gradually the sound
grew louder, and then stopped. He felt
certain that it bore a direct relation to him-
self and his mother. The horseman entered
the house. He was a messenger with the
tidings of the death of Sefiora Obregoén,
who had expired at the exact moment of the
first apparition.

All the school children of Huatabampo
performed menial and other work at home
for their parents, but none of them toiled
as hard or began as young as Alvaro Ob-
regébn. At the early age of five he was
already making himself useful about the
shanty, and by the time he was seven he
was intrusted with much of the household
work, including the purchase of provisions,
and so on. When less than thirteen he
obtained the use of a patch of land for him-
self, on which he planted tobacco, culti-
vating it with the utmost care whenever he
could steal a few minutes from his other
avocations. The little crop he harvested,
dried, prepared, cut and made into ciga-
rettes, to which he gave the name America.
But as the quality was not of the highest,
the demand was very slack and the venture
threatened to be a failure, whereupon one
of his mates, who is now a personal friend
of mine, went to the few shops in the place,
as if sent by his father, to purchase the
brand America. None of the salesmen had
the cigarettes in stock, but, roused by these
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inquiries, they promptly invested in a cer-
tain number, and young Obregén got some
slight return for his time and labor. He ac-
tually registered his tobacco factory under
the law, got his brother to work for him and
paid him in smokes.

It is worthy of note that the iron of pov-
erty, to the pressure of which Alvaro was
thus subjected for the first twenty years of
his life, left no abiding mark either on his
character or on his life philosophy. To him
it was a stimulus to exertion, not a debase-
ment. One could live on very little in Hua-
tabampo thirty-five years ago, especially if
one were a native of the place. His brother,
the schoolmaster, received a salary of
twenty pesos a month—about ten dol-
lars—and was contented with his lot until
opportunity offered to better it. But once
in a while Alvaro was in sore straits and re-
quired an extraordinary exertion to keep
himself at the level of his schoolmates,
nearly all of whom were better off than he.
Thus at the annual examinations, which
were conducted with a certain degree of
ceremony, it was deemed the correct thin,
to appear in a hat. But young Obregén ha
been living without headgear and could
not raise the money to purchase any. On
the eve of the great day he was sorely per-
plexed, but after sundown he had a plan
ready. He borrowed a machine, dispensed
with sleep, obtained a quantity of rice
straw, plaited it, took it down to the river
and soaked it, returned, and made a hat
which took everybody by surprise next
morning.

At the age of ten he was working as a
mechanice, without, however, abandoning
school; and those who were his school-
mates then assert that he acquired consid-
erable proficiency in his work. This was
natural enough, for not only was he gifted
with unusual acumen and healthy curios-
ity but he possessed—and still possesses—
the most prodigious memory of any human
being I have ever met. I once gave him the
names of every card in the pack in a cer-
tain order, and not only did he repeat them
in that order but when I called out the
number he named the card, and this not
only a®once but ten days later I tested
him ir*other ways, and I can truly affirm
that I have never met a person gifted with
such a receptive, retentive and responsive
memory. He will encounter by chance a
friend whom he has not seen for ten or fif-
teen years, and he can at once continue the
conversation which they broke off at that
remote date. He still speaks with a certain
degree of fluency the Yaqui language,
which he acquired as a boy. I have heard

him talk it on several occasions; but un-
— happity 1¢ Is"the“only forcigmton
ever tried to master.

Seeking His Fortune

At the age of thirteen his school years
came to an end with an incident which
impressed him somewhat at the time and
was regarded by his political friends in later
life as an indication that Providence or
Destiny had some special work, some mo-
mentous mission, in store for him. Though
only a boy of thirteen, he had long desired
to seek his fortune in the world and had
made various inquiries about an opening,
but without result.

One day, however, he received, to his joy,
a letter from a friend in Durango who was
making his own way there successfully,
offering him employment of a congenial
kind and scope for his enterprise. Accord-
ingly he scraped together a few pesos and
took a ticket from the little port of Medano
Blanco, in Sonora, to Mazatlan on board a
steamer called Porfirio. On his way to
Medano Blanco, however, he received a
telegram informing him that the boat
would not touch that port, whereupon he
returned home disappointed. Hardly was
he back when another message reached him
to the effect that the Porfirio was on its
way to the little port, but that he must
make haste if he intended to travel by her.
He again took leave of his friends, including
a little sweetheart to whom he was engaged,
set out with great expedition and moved
as rapidly as the state of the roads per-
mitted. But to his regret the vessel had
already gone. He was disappointed, but
nowise cast down.

Obregén has never allowed himself to be
unduly dispirited by the pranks played him
by circumstances. His temperament is de-
cidedly sanguine and marked by unusual
resiliency. Only once did he entirely lose
hope, under circumstances which will be

recorded later on; and then, too, strange to |
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We were on our opponents’ one-yard
line. It was fourth down—and the
fiFST P& " downs we'd failed (0 gain.
The ball was snapped back—then I
found an unexpected weakening
through right tackle and went right
through for a touch-down.

Did they yell! ! TI’ll say they did!!!

And as it was the last game of the season,
coach let me have some Owls. Say, that’s a
regular touch-down, too—that Owl Cigar.
The General Cigar Co., Inc., sure must
have a champ bunch of talent, the way they
put Owl together for 8c. I hear they keep
an endowment fund of $3,000,000 for to-
bacco alone, just so that every leaf will be
trained one and a half years to make it
extra mellow. 7Try Owl—the Owl Brand
with the Brown Band—that’s my advice.

Zenerak Coan Col,,

NATIONAL BRANDS
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say, he was saved from death by a curious
coincidence of unlooked-for occurrences.
But to conclude this story: A few days
after his return home from Medano Blanco
he learned that the Porfirio, which he had
twice missed, was caught in a heavy storm
and lost together with every soul on board.

After that he decided to take employ-
ment wherever he could find it, and very
soon he received an offer in his own state of
Sonora to work as a mechanicin a hacienda.
It was there that the episode occurred by
which hereceived the mysterious announce-
ment of his mother’s death. The proprietor
under whom he served, and indeed most of
those who were his employers during this
period of storm and stress, were kind-
hearted men who took an interest of a sort
in the well-being of their workmen. But it
was purely superficial and temporary and
therefore led to nothing. Only the very
strong could hope to rise in time to a posi-
tion of economic independence, and even
they had to put forth superhuman efforts.
Obregén’s novitiate was long and weari-
some. At the age of nineteen he exchanged
the kaciendu for a sugar factory, where he
also discharged the duties of night watch-
man and was intrusted with important
functions thatnecessitated extreme punctu-
ality and a developed sense of responsibility.
Here, too, he won golden opinions from his
employers, but discerned no prospect of
such promotion as he deemed commensu-
rate with his capacities. Years afterward,
when commanding the troops in Sinaloa,
he and his staff visited the workshop in
Navotato and examined the lathe at which
he was wont to work.

At last Obregon resolved to set up for
himself. Renting a plot of land, he tilled it,
lived as best he could on his scanty savings
until harvest time, toiling in the meanwhile
with might and main. Inhis home I saw a
photograph taken of him in those days,
when he was digging a canal for irrigation.
Little by little he prospered on the land,
contracted for work and executed it
satisfactorily, until at last he rose to be the
owner of a little manor house bearing the
significant name of Ruined Cottage. I have
met and talked to several of the workmen
who were his mates during that period of
his life struggle, and they still regard him
as a comrade.

At the age of twenty-three he wedded his
first wife, by whom he had two children,
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who are still living. In connection with this
marriage an incident occurred which brings
into sharp relief his settled attitude toward
the church of which he is a nominal member
and also his detestation of anything that
resembles hypocrisy. He called on the
clergyman who was to perform the cere-
mony

“You will have to go to confessxon,
explained the priest, “before receiving the
sacrament of matrimony.”

“But I don’t believe in confession,”
Obregén rejoined, ‘“and surely you would
not have me play at make-believe!”’

“Well, but you have the alternative—
you can pay the fee which exempts those
who do not comply with the religious re-
quirements.”

“I wish I could, but I am poor and ca
not afford so much money.”

“Very well, then, you must confess.”

Obregén, intent on marriage, had no
choice. He went to confession, but when
asked what sins he had committed he re-
plied:

“None. I have done nothing in malice.
I have no reasomr—to YEPent ot any of my
deliberate acts and I regret the necessity of
having to tell you so.”

That brief conversation exhausted the
matter. The priest insisted no further and
the wedding took place in due course.

A fairly safe test of a man’sintegrity and
general moral worth is the degree of con-
sideration he enjoys among those in
whose midst he has grown up and made his
way in the world. And, judged by this
standard, I may say that few Mexicans
would be able to live up to the high reputa-
tion which Obregén fairly established
among his own shrewd, observant neigh-
bors. His word there is a bond; between
promise and execution there is only the in-
terval defined in advance by himself; and
he can fairly accept as a debt the high
praise which the entire community bestows
on him unstintingly. One of the many
manifestations of public confidence—which
was also his first initiation into public life—
was his election to the post of president of
the municipality of Huatabampo under the
government of Francisco Madero. It also
coincided with the beginning of the period
of civil wars which well-nigh ruined the
republic, turned Obregén’s name into a
clarion and finally raised him to the
presidency.
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