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mutiny �.

A. 13 i h, Conotltutienal Hiatp£( of I!!Mg. e pter VIo
R. Coupland, Report on tl}o CorwUtutiOnal Proba in Ipd1e
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COURSE EXAMINATION

MODERN INDIAN POLITICS

Time available: Three hours

Answer either three or four questions

1. "British rule ended but its influence remains". Discuss.

2. Was Indis's nationalist struggle a wasteful consequence of Indo­

British misunderstandings or a valuable preparation for the modern

self-governing state ?

3. Describe and assess the significance of either (a) the absorbtion

of the Indian princely states, � (b) the subsequent reorganisatior
of states on mainly linguistic lines.

4. Is India a true federal state?

5. Outline the constitutional position
present of either (a) The President

Governors or (b) The Supreme Court.
-

and actual role up to the

of the Republic and the State

6. What light does the social anthropologists' study of caste throw

on the nature of rural politics?
7. How far do you agree that the parliamentary system in India is

'no more than a mere facade'?

8. "In the Indian situation, the only good government has to be

bureaucrat�c government". Discuss.

9. How would you attempt to classify the Indian political parties
other than Congress ?

10. "Congress is itself a multi-party system". Comment.

11. Why is the Communist Party of India (a) as strong as it is, and

(b) as weak as it is ?

12. Explain the political significance of either (a) the problem of

religious minorities or (b) the problem of the national language.
-

13. Discuss the causes and consequences of either (a) the Community
Development programme or (b) the establishment of Panchayat Raj.

-

14. "Full-scale national economic planning is not easily compatible
with free party competition". Oomment with reference to the

Indian position.

I
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Contemporary Iod 8

Asterisked titles are those of basic importanc The list 18
deliberately made long and exact page references kept to a m1�mum,
it is hoped that students w1ll read widely �d along their own
different lines, making a select10n from the titles here given
Back round to the course

Some general awareness of the historical background of the pre
British per od is desirable for a full grasp of the present day
pol1t1cs of this area with its ancient culture and tradit10ns·

W H. Moreland and A e Chatterjee,_-.����_.��__��_(1953) is the best
h1story.

T.G P Spear, Ind18 (1962)
T.G.P. Spear, India, Pakistan and the West (3rd ed 1958)

1s an exce en r1e n roduct10n to Ind '

cultural and polit1cal history. (Chapter I VI
on the pre British period)

W Nor.man Brown, The U.S. India and Pakistan (1953) oontains
a use r1e 1n erpre a 10n of Indian story
and culture •

B G Gokhale, The Maki of the Indian ation (1958) is a
recent n 1an re assessmen

OJ.Nehru, The d18cover of India (3rd ed f 1951) is less
sye ema 1C s ory but has the advantage
that it tells the reader something about
Nehru himself (Chapters I VI).

It may be useful to mention works which present and 1nte pret
Ind an culture

W T. (1958) is a valuable
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It is not unrewarding to approach the study of unfamiliar
countries by reading imaginative literature and life stories.
Some political biographies are listed later but the following
deserve mention on general groullds�

P. Tandon, Punjabi Century (1961).

N.C. Chaudhuri,The Autobiography of an Unknown Indian (1951)
a gem of writing, full of atmosphere and

insight.
E.M. Forster, Passage to India and Hill of Devi tell the

sensitive reader a great deal about India.

R.K. Narayan's several novels illumine brightly various
facets of Indian life, e. g., Bachelor of
Arts.

So do the autobiographical writings of N. Sircar ttndian
Boyhood) and S. Ghose (!nd Gazelles Leaping).

Also prominent among moderns novelists are Khushwant Singh,
K. Markandaya, V. Madgulkar, Jhabawala

A slight acquaintance with the political ideas and institu­
tions of ancient India is useful:

D. Mackenzie Brown, The White Umbrella (1953) gives brief
commentaries and excerpts from Indian writings.

Kautilya's Arthasastra (Trans. R. Shamasastry) (4th ed., 1957)
is the famous mediaeval classic.

A.S. Altekar, State and Government in Ancient India (1949)
gives an account of iLstitutions.

A. Legacies of British Rule

1. General features of Colonial rule in South Asia

P. Woodruff (pseud. for Philip Mason). The Men who ruled
India 2 vols., 1953-54) is a brilliant portrait
of a govering elite.

A.B. Keith, S eches and Documents of Indian Polie. 1750-
192 192 for reference.

°T.G.P. Spear, India, Pakistan and the West (chapters VII-X)
is an excellent brief account which may be sup­
plemented by such books as G. Wint, The British
in Asia (1954), P. Moon, Strangers in India, P.
Griffiths, The British Impact on India, L.S.S.
O'Ma.l.Ley , r/.Iodern India and the West.

K.H.Panikkar, Asia and Western Dominance (1953) is a strong
Indian reply to western historians. (Se e also
his Survey of Indian History for another re­
assessment job).

J.Plamenatz, On Alien Rule and Self-Government (1960) is an

exceptionally valuable philosophical discussion
of the colonial situation.
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2. British Government in India.

The structure of bureaucratic rule as established in the post­
mutiny period.

E. Stokes,

Doctrinal influences on the governing class are discussed in

The English Utilitarians and India (1959)
(especially Chapters i and 4) and In

"Utilitarianism and all that", pp. 9-71 in R.N.
Iyer (Ed) St. Antony's Papers N. 8, 1960.

3. Nationalism in India

R.N. Iyer,

The character of national sentiment and the stages of the movement.

E. Kedourie, Nationalism is a brilliantly written essay of
general importance.

R. Emerson, From Empire to Nation (1960) considers new nationalislli
and compares them with those of Europe.

General surveys of Indian Nationalism are rather disappointing,
but one of the bes-e is

A.R. Desai, Social Background of Indian nationalism (1948).
But there are several period snapshots from the inside which are
worth looking at including some important biograpbies and
autobiographies:

°M.K. Gandhi, �n Autobiography (1927 and later editions)
M .. K. Gandhi, Hind Swaraj (1908: English editions 1912 and later)
oJ. Nehru, Autobiography (Papelback 1958).
D.V. Tahmankar, Tilak (1956).
L. Fischer, Life of Gandhi (Paperback 1954)
oM. Brechel, Nehru: a political biography (1959)
A.K. Azad, India wins freedom (1959)

4. Reforms

The constitutional development of India up to the transfer of
power.

Sir G. Schuster & G. Wint, India and Democracy (1941)
Account must be taken of the movement of Muslim nationalism
which influenced the reforms and led to the eventual parti­
tion:

°W.C. Smith, Modern Islam in India (1946) (See also the por­
tions of his Islam in �n:odern Histor� (1957)
dealing with India and Pakistan where some of
his earlier views are modified.)

R. Symonds, The Making of Pakistan (1951., 3rd ed.)
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B. Politics and Society

6. The social roots of Indian political life

A general survey of Indian social structure is contained in
Kingsley Davis, The Population of India and Pakistan. One
part of this vast subject is the nature of traditional rural
society. A good survey of the literature is "Caste - a trend
report" in Current Sociology VIII, 3. The following are some
of the more noteworth works:

s.C. Dube, Indian Village (1955)
M.Marriott, Village India (1955)
M.N. Srinivas, India's Villages (1955)
G.M. Carstairs, The Twice Born (1958)
Another part is the character of the Westernised urban poli­
tical elite:

B.B. Misra, The Indian r·,1iddle Classes (1962)
oE. Shils, The Intellectual Between Tradition and Modernit :

the InClian Situation Comparative Studies in
Society and History, Supplement 1, 1961).

Mar-ga.r-e t Cormack, She who rides a peacock (1962)
F. Carnell, "S. Asian Nationalism and the West" in G.F. Hudson

(Ed.) St. Antony's Papers No.7, 1960.

7. Politics in a changing society

The political significance of these social factors In brought
out in:

°M.N. Srinivas, "Caste in modern India" In Journal of Asian
Studies. 16(4), 1957.

°L.I. and S.H. Rudolph, "Political Role of India's caste as­
sociations" in Pacific Affai�, 33 (1) 1960.

°R.L. Park and I. Tinker (Eds.), Leadership and political
Institutions in India (1959), Parts 7 and 8

oS. Harrison, India: The Most Dangerous Decades (1960).
oM. Weiner, "The Politics of S. Asia" in G.A. Almond and

James Coleman,
The Politics of DevelopinG Areas (1960, especially
pp. 153-183.

c. Leading events and issues in politics since independence.
8. A chronological framework of the political history of the last

15 years, including the initial transfer of power.

Accounts of the transfer of power are found in

E.W.R. Lumby, The Transfer of Power in India, 1945-7 (1954)
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R. Symonds, £E. cit.

Eyewitness descriptions are glven In

A. Campbell-Johnson, Mission with Mountbatten (1951)

P. Moon, Divide and Quit (1962)
L. Mosley, Last Days of British Ra� (1961)

Some general discussion of tra�sfer problems 16 contained in

Sir W. I. Jennings, The approach to self-government (1956)
and in his Problems of the New Commonwealth (1958)

9. An indication of the main issues in the political life of the
three countries since independence

Narrative histories of the short period of 15 years are na­

turally not yet available and the leading events and issues
are mainly to be read about in general accounts of contempora­
ry politics. Some books have been devoted to particular issues
but it is appropriate to list them later rather than at this
point.

While the first part of the courSe deals with the factors and
materials of politics, the second part attempts an analysis
of the political systems which have been in process of forma­
tion and oporation. This analysis is conducted in terms of
(1) the machinery of goverr®ent (2) the movement of political
forces and (3) the establishment of political institutions­
mainly electoral, parliamentary and justicial-which are re­

garded as 'ordering' the political forces and 'mediating'
between them and the machinery of government.

The leading general accounts of the political system of India,
may be first mentioned:

°rVI.Weiner, "The Politics of South Asia" in Almond and Coleman,
oo , cit.

G.McT. Kahin (Ed.) Major Governments of Asia (1958) contains a

contribution by Palmer on India.

Some interesting general comments are found In!

°Vera Dean, New patterns of democracy in India (1959)
T. Zinkin, India Changes (1958), especially Part 4

Democracy in the New States. Rhodes seminar papers Vublished
by the Congress of Cultural Freedom 1958).

D. Governance

10. The Constitutional Frameworks.

H.V. Pylee, Constitutional Government in India (1960), a

good general commentary on the constitution.
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V.P. Menon, Tholntegration of the Indian States (1956),
shows how princely India disappeared.

11.The machinery of government

Indian Institute of Public Administr�tion, The Organisationof the Government of India (1958), a detailed reference manual.

°A. Chanda, Indian Adninistration (1958)

The Role of the administrator and Of Matters Admi­
nistrative (1960) - two reports, a ·lecture and a
collection of essays.

K. Santhanam, Union-State relations (î960).
K. Santhanam, Democratic Plamling (1961)

E. Political Forces and Movements.

12.Partly this entails a study of parties:
M. Weiner, Party Politics in India (1957) has a narrower scope

than the title implies; it examines a fragmentation
among opposition parties.

G.D. Overstreet and M. Windmiller, Comnunism in India (1959),
a most comprehensive study.

M.R. Ma.aaná , The Communist Party of India: a short history (1954).
Park and Tinker, op. cit., Part 4

13.Partly, moveluents cutting across parties are concerned - es­

pecially linguistic and provincial separatist tenden­
cies:

J.V. Bondurant, Regionalism vs. Provincialism (1958)
°S.S. Harrison, QE. cit.

Park and Tinker, � cit., Part 5 discusses some influence groups.

F. The Ordering of Political Life.

14. Elections and Parliaments

On elections:

A. Mehta, The Political Mind of India (1952)
On representative legislatures:
°W.H. r.1orris-Jones, Parliament in India (1957)
Park and Tinker, .2.£. cit., Part 3

I
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15. r,�achinery of Justice 8.nd local democrac;y
On Community Development and Panchayati Raj:
Park and Tinker, .£2. cit., Part 7
S.C. Duba, India's changing villages (1958)

G. Ideas and 'J:endencie s

16. A discussion of new styles of political thinking which have
developed in the new States.

J.V. Bondurant, Con�uest of Violence (1958), an outstanding
analysis of Gandhian ideas and the satyagraha
technique so distinctive a feature of Indian
politics.

Sampurnanand, Indian Socialism (1961). Socialism reconciled
with tradition.

K.M. Panikkar, The Stato and the Citizen (1956), pp. 1-32,
114- 21.

S.H. Rudolph, "Consensus and Conflict in Indian Politics".
in World Politics, April 1961.



MODERN INDIA

TOPICS FOR CLA�S DISCUSSION

1st Week - Preparation for Independence

(a) Does it make sense to speak of a country bping well- or ill­

prepared for independence? Consider various contrssLed post­

colonial situations.

(b) Can the colonial government make a contribution to this

preparation? Can it avoid doing so? Vfuat contributions were

made in the case of India?

(c) How far can a people prepare itself for independence? What

features of the pre-independence Indian Congress were helpful

to its later life? Are there ways in which some forms of

nationalist struggle may prove to have heen a handicap when

independence comes?

2nd Week - The social and cultural bases of democracy

(a) Can one usefully speak of 'pre-conditions' for democracy?

What would they include?

(b) What is the relevance of relióious divisions and social

divisions such as caste to t�e prospects for democratic politics

(c) Are the behaviour patterns and attitudes appropriate to a

democratic system unlikely to be found in a traditional rural

society?

3rd Neek - The problem of 'national inte�ration'

(a) What are the threats to integration most spoken of in India?

Vfuat is their history and what is their present strength?

Consider - Communalism, Provincialism and Linguism, Casteismo

(b) Vfuat is the impact on integration of -

economic development,

political processes,
direct government action ?

4th Week - The system of One Dominant Party

(a) What are the characteristics which distinguish this system

from One-Party, Two-Party and �¡lti-Party systems?

(b) How far is there a multi-party system within the Congress

(c) What is the role of the other parties?
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Cd) How serious is the absence of strong Opposition?

5th Week Federalism, Planning and the meanlng of Parliament

(a) What is the effect on constitutional federalism of -

the Planning Commí.s s i on machinery,

the all-India strength of Congress,

the emergence of racional elites,

(b) What is the significance of the parliamentary system when

combined with one dominant party?

Cc) Vfuat is the role of the Supreme Court?



Other parties in'lude �he followin2=

Andhra:

Absam:

Bihar:

11aühya
Prad sh:

TI ahar.... ;.· '''h+r� .

� \....Af L J Lk ..... "'-' .. .::> iJ . '-".

Ma d.r-a s r

�unjab:

Rajasthan:

Uttar
Pradesh:

V!Oot bengal:

In 1j57 the Krishé-lk Lok .?!-lrty won 22 seats and 5% of the
vote. In 1962 the �.L.�. wa� part of the SwatanLra Party.

In 1 �62 the Hill Lea lers onfercnc e wOJ1. 1 í seat s and 5.2 °/ °
of the vote. It �aptu1'8d 11 of the 15 seats in the autonomous

hills district ir cLud.í.r.g all �I in the Khasi-Jaintia Hills.

In 1962 the Jharkhard Party wen 20 seats and 4.4% of t�e
vote com�ared with 30 S88ts �nd 7.0°10 in 1957.

In 1'362 Rar- Rajya Parishad V'lOYl 10 sea�s and 3.8°10 of the vote

compared with 4 seats and ¿.8°/0 in 1�57. The conparable
fiisures for the ri í r.d.r r.'Iahnsa'bh-i ar e 6 seats a ri 3 o 2 % in Î 96� ')

7 3eats and 4.0°10 in 19570 TI e Socialist ?arty, whic� put up
can.l i.dat e s for the first time in 1�62, won 14 seats and -�.8°/c
of the; voteo

The P �ét-'ánts and \Yor1:e:cs Part y won 15 s ee t a .. ind 7.5°10 in 1962
compared with 31 seats a�i 10°/0 in 1957· the RepubJican Party
(for�erly the ccl.� uled. Caste Fa�er��lon) won 3 seats Jnd 5.4°/0
compared witl 9 �eats an� 5.3°10 in 1957.

The Dravida riunnetra �{8.ZLagélL1 Vlan 50 seats and 27. O °1o of the
vote compared with �5 d0a�s �nd 13.8°/0 in 1957.

The Ak�li DaI wen 19 Sba�D and 12°/0 of the vote. It did not

put up candidate� i � ��57, In th� 1�52 elections, the Akali
DaI polled Î 6. JO/o oí' t�1.e vete.

HUrD HR,j_)T8, _?arishad won 3 seats arid 2°1 o of the vote compar-ad
with '17 seats and. 9.6% in î957.

Ph e riew.Ly fo:cmecl So c ial i.rrt
...L � +-
c.rc VO·vU.

Vi'en ? I � C) '_l t s and (3 � 2 oI ° (If

The Fo rwa.r-d l)Lr¡c \,;0:-113 seats <-:tnJ. �_.cu/o C01111Jl.red with 3 s eat s

and j.9% in 1957 ..

_J.!.YRO�� iTEINEH jos ars so c t.a t e pr-o f e s ao r of poLit Lca.L � c i enc e and member of the

Center for Inter ...1ational Stuè1lCS E!:J ::Io88'!'cn i s e t t s Lno t i cut e of }�echnologJ.
His f'or bh c cuung b')O!�9 PoLa tics 01' SC'¡rci ty, will Dc; pu'ut í.ch e d »: the Universi ty
of Ch i.cagc Pz e s s in J....UtSust.--l-L=--is-cúr�re-n-c-]_\ in InG.�¡_21 on é.!. G1...lt;S'0nheim
Fel1ov¡shil._ •



Par +-y.r; c. lJ. 1962 1957 1952

TA LL Î • .LOK SA.BiIA RESULI'SO

Congress 353 371 364
Communí. s G rarty 29 27 16

,

Praja S()�ialist "Party ï 12 19
Kisan !l'lc:.. z Jo () ....

" J:raja FaY'ty 9
Socialist PClrty 12

Jan Sai1gh 14 4 3
SW�l trJntra 18

,

Ot�'lel' rarti88 aud Lnd epen den � s+ 59 73 85

°All tee tableu pro7ided here are derived from material provided by the
Press Information Burea.i of the Government of India"

+/_r:16 Pr-a j a So�iali"" t Party was created in 1953 through a me r-ge r of the
Kisan Ma zdo or Praja Party and the Socialist Party. La t e r , one faction of
the ?raja Socialist Party headed bJ Raillanmoh�r Lohia broke away and re­

established a separate Socialist Party.
,

=tIn the Î 962 elections, other parties include � Dravida Murine t r-a
Kaaha.jam , 7 s ea t s (all from lVIadras(; Gana t.antra Parishad, 4 seats (all from
Bihar); Akali Dal, 3 (all from �lnjab); Socialist Party, 5; Republican
(formerly �cheduled Caste Federation), 3; �uslim League, 2; Ham Rajya
Parishad, 2; Forward Bloc, 2; and tne Hindu Llaha.aabha , Î.



-'Alil '

..L .rJ

_� � "_ - o-

19G2 1957 1952
--------� - ----- -�._--,_.__._---------------

��aju Soc�alist �dlty

5Î?�47, 168

1Î9377'j76�¡
7 "19 Oí-<,P, o ,\... v

Co.nv.r-e s 2o

10,754,075
Î�,5129666

3,484,4·01

Sú c.i.a.i í, s t t.�':},rty
Jan Sarl.�h
Swat:l:bra+
O'th or 2art i e c ar.d In,121'8YJ.clent3

7,265,514
79337,017
¿8,674,î67

7,149,824

6,1569558
119216,779
39246,288

Ki 'l 1.) ,., {'L" (""Y" Pr-aia:� .'::> ir . ¡I__ ,LJ v � t_1 CI,

32,1+07,757 31+,174,594

----------------_-------------

°Tho Î 952 vote for the 00nununist Party as reported here is deceptive
since :_�'lny C.21 candida tes ran in tIla t election as independents or under

the bar.ner of front parties.

tA number of parties which put up candi::'ates In 1957 merged into the

SwatartrQ Purty before the 1962 elections.



ASIAN

T�bLE 3. LZGISLATIVE

GJrgres3 Swatantra e omm1L.'1.ist

State
�eat3

_} 57 - 196 ¿

% Votes
î957-1S62

Seats
1962

% Votes
19C2

Seatl3 % Votes
1957-Î�62 î9)7-19ó2

Aridhr-a ° 1<'37 177 4 1 . 3 - . L�7 . 4- 19 10.4 3rt' 51 29.2-19.5

Ae sarn '7 Î 79 ::2.4-48.3 O 4 O 8. 1- 6.4

Bihar 210 185 4 Î • 9-,+ Î • 3 50 Î 7 • "3 7 12 5. 1- 6.2

Madhya
Pradesh ....: 32 142 4 .. 8--38.6 2 Î • 2 2 1 1.6- 2. i

Maha.r-aoh t i-a 1 37 2'" " 4- 3 . 7 - :, 1 . 2 O 0.4 1.3 6 3.6- 5.9I .1.

íadras 15i 139 45.3-46.-1 6 7 .. 9 4 2 7.4- 7.8

Mys o r-e 151 138 5201-49.8 9 7.2 O 3 î • 9··- 2.3

Punjab 120 90 47.5-43.8 3 3.9 6 9 13.6- 7 . 1

Hajasthan 119 88 45�2-4000 36 16.9 1 5 3 00-- ¡; 4./ '"

Uttar
Pradesh 286 248 42.4-]6.1 15 4.6 9 14 3.8- 5 .. 0

West

Bengal i52 157 46. 1-47 � 3 O 46 50 17 o 8-24·" 9

Gujarat (_j7 113 48.7-50�7 )r 2Lt 06 O O 3.6- 0.2LO

oThe 1957 vote is the combined total of votes polled in tue Assembly

,.,



SURVEY

ASSEMBLY RESULTS

-----------------------

Praja So e La Li st (Jan Sangh Other Parties
and Inde1)enà.entv

S2at.:>
î �� 57 - Î 962

o/ o Votes
1957-1962

,"3eFlts o/ o Votes
1957-1962 1957.1962

Seats % Votes
1957-1962 1957 1962

16

8

31

o �.6- 0.5 O O 0.1- 1.0 61

0.5 25

1.1- 2.8 70

53 23. 3-- 2 1 • 2

26.8-JOob

35.7-18.2

6 o O 20

29 16.2-14.3 O 3 39

1 � 33 13.2-10"r( 10 41 9.9-16.7 32 69 2h h 'o 1J • ..)-.) o Lr

_ .3
r

9.0- 7 ,) 4 O 1 .4- 5.0 77 33 37.2-29.74:J • L

2 O 2.6- Î • 3 O O 000- O. 1 48 59 44.7-J7.3

18 20 14.1-Î].7 O O 1 .4- 203 39 38 30.6-24.7

1 O 103- O n a 8 8.6- 9.6 18 42 29.1-3407• ':J _;

1 2 2 ,� -1 5 6 15 5.5- 9. 1 49 30 43.4--27 "' ¡
• £t- I •

44 Î 4. 5-1 î . 4 17 49 9.8-16.8 7 65 29,,4-26.0

3

5

7

O o 1.0- 0.5 33

î • 6- 1. 6 32

40

8

21

9.0- 7.8 o o 37.2-15.1

eleotions ln Andhra ln 1955 and Telengana ln 1957.
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