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( GRAL ALVA

HAB LENDO”

Q NEWYORK NY JULIO 16 1920

\
R4 OBREGON

// NOGALES SON
LLEGADO A NUEVA YORK LE TELEGRAFIQ PARA DARLE LAS MAS EXPRESS4

VAS GRACIAS A USTED Y SU SENORA POR 8US ATENCIONES Y HOSPITALIDAD €

IGUALMENTE DECIRLE QUE ESPERO TENER EL GUSTO DE VERLO EN LA CUUDAD BE
MEXICO A SU REGRESQ QUIZAS TENDRA USTED LA BONDAD BE AVISARME APROX|-

DAMENTE
TODA 8U

LA FECHA BE SU LLEGABA DE LA CAPITAL RECUERDOS CARINOSOS PARA
FAMILIA & IGUALMENTE PARA EL DOCTOR SANCHEZ

DILLON,
HOTEL PLAZA

415 PM
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Night Letter

If no class of service is desig-
nated the message will be trans-
mitted -2s a full-rate telegram, %

Wogales,K Ariz., July 17' 1920,

L

Dro S, & DPillon.
HCTHEI. PLAZA.
NE¥F YORH CITY. MY

T

MUCHO ESTIMO CCONTENIDO SU

RSPTRO HAYA IOGRADO USTED LA SATISFACCINY N7 MMINIRSH Cf

i RESPETARBLE ESPOSA. FEN IOS PRIMEROS CIYCO DIAS DEL

MWXICO. MI FAVILIA Y YO AGR

TTIY T WTO TPOMADIT T
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YJ® DOCTOR SANCHEZ Y 10S RWTFORNAMOS
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ICUZRDOS 10 ¥I
COX TODO AFRCTO Y RSTIMACION.

Alvaro CQbregdn.
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Agosto 1° de 1920.

.1 estimudo General Qoregdn:
loy a V. le méds cordial bienvenida y

le participo que .aviendo tenido no‘'icia de que
el distinguido escritcr inglés lioctor Dillon
saldrd de Nueva York en los primeros dias de es-
te mes accediendo a una invitacidn de V., acabo
de telegrafiar a nuestro Cdnsul en aquel puerto
recomendéndole que le proporcione las fecilidades
que fueren necesarias.

Isperando tener el gusto de saludar a V.en
estos dias, me es grato subscrivirme de V. afec-

tisimo amigo y atento seguro servidor.
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seror General DLon aAlvaro Obregdn
Eotel Saint Francis.

Presente,
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8rs De Niguel Covarrubias.
Seeretario de Relaciones Erterlares., _
Presenteoe. - >

buy sefor mio ¥y anigote \ _

Tuve ¢l gusto de recidir su carta fechada ayer, er la
que me participa haber dado Ordeves a muestro Comsul en Nne-
va York para que properciore las facilidades neeesarias al -
Doeter . Jﬂfé;llon para su viaje a eata Capitale

tueho agradezce & usted 1= atencion que este significas
y en espera de la vigita que me anmineia, cwede n sus 8rdehon,

cono su aterte awige, afoctisive y seure servider.



México, agosto 9 de 1920,

Sr. Gral. don Alvaro Obregbn,

Presente.

Muy estimado sefior General:

He tenido 1la pena de no haber encontrado a Ud.
en 2 o 3 ocasiones en que me he permitido buscarlo para hacerle
presentes personalmente mis agradecimientos por todas las aten-
ciones que ha tenido Ud. a bien dispensarmee.

Ruego a Ud. de la manera mas atenta que tenga -
la bondad de indicarme cuando y a qué horas podrfa tener la -~
satisfaccién de verlo.

Estoy provisionalmente en el Hotel del Jardin; y
con ruy afectuosos saludos me repito suyo afmo. amigo y atto. -

5.5
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Sefor Dr. imi ic Mllon,
Hot el del J ne .nnufl oLited ofied
Cdwa ady al [oh IQMF

s Bbabdy L 3
Hatimado doom y ap@eciable avdge;

tom tme Twoies ohamlyel

tenido el pusto
Ae recibir sw certa fechida Boy, lamentanio no haber
estado en ol Hotel los veces que se¢ ha tomado la Mg
lestin de pe sar o visitamics .

Lr. perticipo que maflane & ia 1 pn., tevded el gug
to we pasny a saluwiario s su alogerlenio del Hotsl «
del Jariin vy aprovecharé 12 cporttmidac pary prosens
tar mis reapetos n sa fefiora supoas.,

Com tod m estimcidn, me sweribe su ateciiniro &e

migo vy atento sepguro ervidor,
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En ﬁ_x’;cﬂ' De Fe

sept. 23
de 1920,

Sefior don Francisco Pérez,
Mrector General de los
Ferrocarriles Nacionales
Presente.
“stimudo y fino amios
Tengo el honor de presentar

a uwsted al portador de esta carta, sefior HNr. H.
& @illen, que es la persena a euvo faver supliqué
a usted ayer en la tarde, ﬁow conducto de Torre-
blance, se le proporciomars ol hwbinete del tren
s laredo que saldrf de esta Ciudad el préximo dfa
29.

Agratecerd a usted se sirva atender en todo =

lo necesario al seifior Dr. Dillon y con todo afece

to, quede suyo atenle amigo y searo servidor.
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Bn ldxico, D. Vo

. Jept. 23
: ae 1920,

Sefior Alfonso S4nchez Gpvito,
Adminigtrador de la Adutnz.
Suevo L'redo, Tamps.

Bstimado sefier y amigos

Por el tren del prdximo afa

29, saldrfn para lop Nstades Unides, la sefiors eg
posa del Dre Mo Jo0illon y se Seeretarls, debien
do pasar por esa el 18 en la maliana.

¥l objeto de esta curta es suplicar a usted =
ce sirva prestar todas sus atenciones a la seflora
Dille ¥ la sefiorita que la acompalia, a fin de gue
sin ninguna molestia y demora, puedan guzar la =
foontera y continuar su viasjes

lg gnticpo mis agretocinientos por su atemcidn

& mi oipliea y quedo suyo abtento amigo y tseuro seg .

vidor. -



En México, De ¥,

Septe. 23
. de 19200

Sefior Alfonso Sidnchez Gavito. g
Administrador de ls Aduana.
Yuevo Laredo, Tamps.

Hgtimado sefior y amipos

W3 . Por el tren del prdxime afa
29, saldrén para 1lés lstados Unidos, la sefiors eg
posa del Dr. M. Jeo|Mllon y su Secretaria, debiepd
do pasar por esa,, probablemente €l 30 em la noche
o ol 12 en ls maAana.

1 objeto de esta earta es suplicar a usted -
se girva presiar todis sus atenciones a la sefiora
Pillon y la seiiorita gue la accempaie, a fin de que
sin ningune demora puedan cruza¥ la {rontera y con
tinuar su viaje. '

L¢ anticipo mis agradecimientos por su atencidn
a ml sdplice y quedo suyo atento amigo y seguro sex
vidor,
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n W€ deo, D. 7.

Sept. 23
de 1920,

(‘hui ‘w de _ racho.

Laredo,

Apreciable Sarachos
Bn el tzen quo saldrd de esta -

‘tal el préxime 4 irin los Dstedos Unid
el p nhﬂrﬁ:u 08 o8,

la sehora e del Dr, He

‘#u secretar : deviende pes . por ese frontora el dfa

12 en la

L objete de esta carta es suplicar s usted me e sir
va elﬂh:rndimto de su liegade y prestaries tmlm -
sus ate -aﬁudoqummuhfrm:an
gin mhnm guna ¥ continuar su viajee

Le antlicipo mis agredccimientos por su ateneién a
mi é&u ¥y con wn suiuio afectuoso, quedo suyo alene
to 20 y seguro servidor.

/!
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on Laweddo, Towas. # 29 de sepbre. de 1920.

"Sp. Gral. D. Alvare Obrecén
L\i(!'_‘:ico, '1. F-

Mi General:

#

Pui favorecido por su grata de 23 del que cup

sa, dejindome enter~do del viafe que a este Pafs hara
la Sra. espusa el Dr. L. J.VDillom, la que seria debida-

mente atendida,de acucerdo con los apreciables descos de

va.

Como se sirve indicArmele le. fué separade ya
¢l gabinete para Nueva Yorlk, habiendo tenido el gasto de
comunicdrselo a Ud. telegraficamcnte, con la debida oper
tunidad.

Con los me jores deseos por su completo bienestar,
sirvase Ud. acentar los cordiales saludos de su afectunso

amigo y atto. S. S.

2.
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FERNA

CARGO DEL GENERAL OBREGON NOGALES SON MEX

K INDLY \REMEMBER BRING DOCUMENTS PROMISED RESPECTING LAST REVOLUTION

GREETING

E J DILLON

535PM
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1 be tmns-
mitled as a fill-rate telegram.

Yozales, Ariz., Oct. 13' 1920,

DR. B J DILLOKX
Paso del Yorte Hotel.
EL PASO, b 45

EARANA EN LA NOCHE LLIGARE'™0S ESA. YC IRE A
DALLAS Y LA FAMILIA CONTIWUARA A SAWANTCHNIO =1 71, CARRC
COY LA FRANQUEZA QUE SINM@PRE HEROS USADO, PUNDE ULSTED
FLEGIR SI VA A DALLAS CONMIGO © 51 VA BN WL CARRC A
SAN ANTORIC. RECUERDOS.

ALVARC CBREGCTH

Charce s
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MONDAY MORNING,

OCTOBER 11, 1920.

IGANTIC TASK AHEAD

OF OBREGON’S REGIME.|

Internal Reconstruction Problem Her-
culean; New President Believed
fo be One Man to Do It.

BY DR. E. J. DILLON,
Accompanying Gen. Obregon on His Journey Through Republie.

II. THE TWO MEXICOS.

The task which confronts Obregon and his fellow-workers as
goon as they take over the reins of government is truly formi-
dable. Even a Cavour or a Bismarck might well feel uneasy in
mind when surveying the situation, taking stock of the available
instruments and drawing up a plan of action. To my thinking,
the two easiest problems of all, which might be settled speedily
and satisfactorily, with a fair measure of good-will and readiness
to give and take, bid fair to become the most arduous—finances
g\nd foreign relations. As, however, they are complicated by a
number of extrinsic issues, it may not be amiss to put off an-

alyzing them until after the elections.
As for the task of internal recon-#

e on tne part of tne i OtraNgGe “Peeper”
a v 5 Has a Liking for
Ladies’ Silk Hose.

g":’"."

the work of regeneration requires to
be seconded by a s'aff of honest,
gram altered by the exaggerated zeal,| night and early today, Staten Is-
the ignorance or the personal am-|jang's strange ‘“‘Peeping Tom” shift-

- minisiratfon.

brain, an iron will and a consider-

able number of ydars in which to

carry out a settled policy. And even

those conditions are not sufficient.

The man of destiny who undertakes

{EXCLUSIVE DISPATCH.}

eagor  leutenants who- understand| NEW - — Whlle
and S(.;'mpathize with rgs ai;{nshand‘squads of detectives haunted the
can adjust means to :ends. itherto 1

in Mexico the best intentions of an.roads N Mty cancy Of' %l:fton’
individuali were bafflad and his pro- Roseville and Port Wadsworth last
bition of his followers, An instruc-

tive example is' the pristine agrarian

plan drafted by Emilie Zapata and

the pedantic consliuction put upon

it by his adviser, Falafox. The bulk

of the Mexican p#ople are relative- !

ly easy to govern. They are peace-
ful, patient, industrious, moral and
on the whole better than many more
fortunate cominmmnities.. They pos-
sess a normal mumber of gifted in-
dividuals an@i “if they enjoyed the
benefits of & stable, honest admin-
istration 4 efficient educational
establishin:oi, their country would
undoubtedly be among the most
prospernus. on the globe.
NEED COMPETENT MEN.

But they lack these requisites and
®veryihing Which they imply. And
®ne  of t'hgi cox_xsqq‘ue;fce's_j.p the ex-

ed the scene of his operations and

entered the sleeping apartments of
two women in the town of Arrochar,
| stealing silk stockings in each case.

Nine respectable citizens in Port
Wadsworth, Roseville and Clifton
were chased for miles between the
'hours of 1 and 6 o'clock today
when they failed to halt at the com-
mand of the police sentries. In
leach case they #explained that they
| feared hold-up men.

The series of peeper episodes last
winter in the same section of Staten
Island convinced the police that the
prowler is a lunatic and they have
settled their suspicions on one man.

Asin the past, the peeper climbed
the porch, cut away the screening
and entered the Womern’s Tooms
quietiy.. When they were awakened

- o Wrrrrrr—TT -
‘Bonest and well-trained set of men

lo fofm the rank and file of the ad-
r A Gen, Obresgon often
remarked to me: "';I‘gj make a code
of good faws is child’s play as com-
pared with the selection of men who
will administer them jmpartially and
In the spirit in which they were
concelved. It is of infinitely greater
moment to have high-minded offi-
cials to apply the laws than to have
legislators well versed in the in-
tricacies of Roman jurisprudence to
draft thent” No matter how clear-

‘visioned the chief of-a reforming
government may De, he. is powetless
to help his people without efflcient
instrument

fnstruments. If the
breaks in hiy handas; he i ”
off than a tyro. And that, in ‘my
opinion, is the standing danger in
Mexico  where communications are
difficult and the regpresentative «
the central governtnent necessarily:
enjovs a large measure of discretion.
TUnless the locum tenens of the Presi-
dent is actuated by the same spirit
as his chief, he may bafile; in lieu
of furthering the ~most beneficent
schemes of reform. As the Bul-
garian proverb picturesquely puts it:
“The lesser saints are the ruin of
God.” :

TASK IS IMMENSE OXNE.

Tt is impossible in a newspaper
article to convey to thk American
reader an “adequate idea of the im-
mensity of the task which Gen.
Obregon will shortly be called upon
to tackle. Parenthetically, I may
gay that I have .not the slightest
hesitation in giving it as my convic-~
tion that he is the one man in the
country capable of coping with it.
But if by chance he should fail to
solve the many-sided problem, none
of his fellow-countrymen will suc-
ceed in wotking it out to a satis-
factory issue. A faint and far away
notion of the situation of the coun-
try a couple of months ago and of
the task now taken in hand by the
provisional government, which is be-
Ing admirably directed by Senor De
la Huerta, may be gathered from
the impressions which I had during
my travels in Mexico in January,

(Continued on Second Page.)

TITFTT STOTR TGS _eseaped.
The police refuse to divulge the
names of the latest victims, saying
that whén the peeper i8 captured
the persons who go to court to
prosecute will be willing to thave
their names published.
In the last three weeks thirty-
two complaints have been received.

Russ Submarine
Liable to Attack,
Says Earl Curzon

T 1BY

L

|

seas will be attacked on sight by
British naval forces, according to a
note sent by Earl Curzon, British

Russian Bolshevik Foreign Minis-
ter, October 2, which is published
along with other correspondence
recently exchanged between Great
Britain and soviet Russ.Ia.

THROUGH WAR UNHURT,
INJURED IN RUNAWAY.

[EXCLUSIVE DISPATCH.)
LEXINGTON (Ky.) Oct 10.—The
man who crossed the Atlantic with-
out even getting wet and then
drowned in a bathtub has nothing on
Louis Dezarn of Iron Moui:d when
it comes to being fate's football.
-Dezarn served ten years in the Army
tand passed through the Argonne
jcampaign, but when he came home
ton a visit and hitched up the old
, family nag he received ihjuries which
will probably cause Wis death. The

old herse ran away with him.

COLLISION KILLS 23.
[BY CABLE AND ASSOCIATED PRESS.)
VENICE (Italy) Oct. 10.—Twen-
Ry-thhee persons were killed and
many seriously injured in the colli-
sion of two passenger trains near
here.

THE DAY’S NEWS SUMMED.UP

ANDON, 0ot 10.—Russian sib-|
marines encountered on the high,

Foreign Secretary, to M. Tchitcherin,.

ISCONSIN
| A PUZZLE.

Party Lines Bent
and Broken.

=

-

State Certain for Harding, but
Both Sides Unite to Beat

the Nonpartisans.

La Fellette as Usual Leads
Nondescripts, Germans
and Disloyalists.

BY ARTHUR SEARS HENNING.
[EXCLUSIVE DISPATCH. ]

MILWAUKEE (Wis)) Oct. 10.
Party lines have heen considerably
bent, if not broken, in Wisconsin,
and the polling booths are destined
to resound with a resolute and in-
dustrious scratching of tickets on
¢lection day.

The Democratic party is split
wide open on the League of Nations
issue in this State and thousands of
Democrats wlill vote for Harding,
who seems likely to carry the State
by more than 100,000 plurality,
compared to Hughes’s 28.009.

Senator La Follette and his pro-
gressive Republican following, to-
gether with the Republican ‘“‘wets,”
treaty bhitter-enders and Nonparti-
san Leaguers, have bholted Senator
Lenroot, regular Republican nomi-
nee for re-election, and lined up in
support of the independent candi-
dacy of James Thompson, the La
Follette candidate defeated by Len-
root in the primary.

BOLT LA FOLLETTE'S MAN.

The Republican ‘“stalwarts” and a
good many other supporters _o£ nen-
root have bolted John J. Blaine, the
La Follette candidate, who won the
reguiar Republican nomination for

Governor, and are supporting Cel
Robert B. McCoy, the Dembdcratic
candidate.

William E. Morgan, a comparative-
ly unknown man who won the reg-
ular Republican nomination for
Attorney-General over a well-known
Milwankee lawyer of German ex-
traction, carrying even Milwaukee
and other Teutonic communities,
has bolted Blaine and is stumping
for McCoy. Morgan is one of the
leaders of the ‘movement to crush
the rising power of the Nonpartisan
League in. Wisconsin: and to his
identification vith this cause many
attribute his suecess-in- ¥he primary.

Then Blaine and three other reg-
ular Republican candidates on the
State ticket have bolted the regular
Republican State platform which
repudiated the princibles of the4Non-
partisan League after the Ia Fol-
lette candidates had been nominated
with that organijzation’s endorse-
ment.

RAMPANT INSURGENCY.

Although the nation has long been
accustomed to the spectacle of ram-
pant insurgency in Wisconsin, a
State in which mugwumpery is ac-
counted a virtue of a high order, 1
doubt that there ever was such a
Chinese puzzle as “the bolts and
counter-bolts which this campaign

- - :
In all this mizxup the only cer-
tainty is that Harding and iCoolidge
will carry the State. ILa TI'pllette
will talk neither for nor against
Harding. He Probably will not cast
a vote for President for it is no secret
in Madison, where he habitually
marks his ballot in full view of the
spectators, that he has not voted for
a Presidential candidate since 1908
when he supported Taft.

The struggle over the Governor-
ship is a bitter one, but in this case
the advantage of  regularity re-
bounds to the benefit of ‘the La Fol-
lette organization. Blaine probably
will be elected. The Democratic or-
Zarvization is weak and if McCoy
should be elected he would he in-
debted chiefly to the Republican
ticket scratchers. He will get an
encrmous Republican vote, but it is
not likely to be large enough to put
him over.

NONPARTISAN LEAGUE.

The Nonpartisan League standing
for legislation to benefit the farm-
ers and labor and raising an outcry
against the urban profiteers accused
of exploiting these elasses, has
gained a foothold in Wisconsin and,
in alliance with the La Follette fol-
lowing may be expected to prosper.
It already has about 28,000 paying
members and controls, it is esti-
mated, sorne 60,000 votes more. To-
Zether with organized labor it was
influential in defeating for renomi-
nation Rep. Esch and several other
Cengressmen who voted- for the
Transporiation Act. It failed teo
nominate a majority of the candi-
dates for the Legislature, but with
the Socialist members it will be a
povier in the Assembly.

PR PR ASE TR T TSR TR
REATS DISEASE
VIA WIRELESS.

Liner Surgeon Relieves Man
of Ailment on Steamer
Fifty Miles Away.

XX RN RNNNR

[BY CABLE AND ASSOCIATED PRESS.)

SOUTHAMPTON, Oct. 10.—
While the steamship St. Paul,
which has arrived here, was
in mid-Atlantic she received
a wireless appeal for medical
aid from the tramp steamer
Schroon. One of the tramp’s
crew was seriously ill.

Dr. Stump of the St. Paul
obtained symptoms of the
man’s aflment by wireless
while the vessels were fifty
miles apart. He diagnosed
the case as appendicitis.
Then he treated the man by
wireless instructions for four
days, when it was reported he
was on the way to recovery.
Communication between the
iwo vessels was then severed.
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IS : FIRST = LADY = OF = FRANCE.
| Late Portrait of Mme. Millerand.

fllness of M. Deschanel, which

The passing of M. Paul Deschanel as President of France and the inau-
guration of M. Alexandre Millerand as his successor is expected to
mark a new era in social life at the French capital.

Owing to the
finally led to his resignation, little

entertaining was done by the official head of the republic, but with
the election of M. Millgrand, whose wife has long ranked among the
prominent society leaders, a return to the before-war gayeties of offi-

cial life ai the capital is expected.

KILLS ADMIRAL’S WIFE.

many for a long time. This house,

Mystery Shrouds: Tragedy at Home of
Man Who Led Germans at Jutland.

[BY CABLE—EXCLUSIVE DISPATCH.}

BERLIN, Oct. 10.—The cottage at Weimar of Admiral Von Scheer,
who commanded the German fleet at the Battle of Jutland, has been the
scene of one of thé most terrible crbnes which has taken place in Ger<
which is situated in Belvedere Allee,
a quiet thoroughfare on the outskiris of the town, is a q

semi-

Million Dollars
Estimated Loss;
Fire

)

Tamea.

[BY A P. NIGHT wxﬁa.]

CAMERON (Tex.) Oct. 10.—Loss
estimated at $1,000,000 was the toll
taken by fire early today, which de-
stroyed 70,000 bales of cotton and
the rompress and warehovses of the
Cameron Cotton Press Company. Of-
ficials believe the fire was of in-
cendiary origin,

Farmers who had cotton in ator-
age will lose heavily. The compress
was owned by A. J. Dossett.

Officers are investigating a story

that an automobile seen near the
press drove away at high speed just
before the flames broke out.

ESCAPED PRISONERS
LIKE JAIL; RETURN.

[BXCLUSIVE DISPATCH.1

MOUNDSVILLE (W. Va.) Oct. 10.
Prison life has been made so attract-
ive at the State Penitentiary here
that prisoners who escape readily
return. Four men who recently took
French leave are back voluntarily.

Sanford Wiley, life-termer, who
has served seventeen years, got his
chance and escaped. He found liv-

ing conditions had changed and the
high cost of everything made him
long for the prison, where he had
nothing to worry about, so he re-
turned.

“dctached dwelling.

.~ Admiral Von Scheer has a study
upstairs and yesterday he was work-
ing there when he heard shots and
loud screams. Rushing down to the
rooms on the ground floor he was
alarmed to hear groans coming
from the cellar. There, in the dim
light, he saw a terrible sight, his
wife. 18-year-old daughter and a
maid servant and a man were all 1y-
ing, apparently dead, near one an-
other.
TWO FOUND DEAD.

The admiral immediately raised
an alarm and obtained help. It was
found the maid servant and the
man wére both dead. Frau Scheer,
who was shot in the head, still was
breathing slightly when she was
started for a hospital, but died be-
fore reaching the institution. Frau-
lein Scheer is suffering from serious
wourds in the regign of the lungs.
It is clear that the man shot aill
three women and then, turning the
revolver on himself, nearly blew his
head off. When the alarm was
raised another man was seen to
rusth from the house. Some mystery
surrounds the whole tragedy.

FAR FROM WEALTHY.
The house of the: admiral is a

small ona and not likely to attract
thieves. The admiral himself is far
from Wwealthy and does not possess
valuables te fany considerable exr
tent, ,Nothing was found to be
missing from the villa. The mur-
derer had shrouded his face witn
handkerchiefs and in_ his pockets
were found a razor and a packet of
‘white pepper. There is some doubt
as to his identity. One report says
he was a house decorator but there
is a belief he was an‘artist who
painted a picture of the battle of
Jutland. The crime caused a tre-

endous sensation at Weimar where
Admiral von Scheer lived a quiet

life and is well known and very
popular.

REBELS SEIZE VILNA.

Gen, Sikerski, commanding the
army on the northern front, report-
ed that Gen. Zellgouski was com-
pelled to resign his command on
that front in order to execute the
demand of his troops that they be
allowed to capture Vilna, ‘“to &give
the population the right of self-de-
termination.”

The communique says the Foles
have notified Lithuania that they
are ready to negotiate at Orany a
settlement of the entire Polish-Li-
thuanian controversy.

ARMISTICE CONCLUDED.
[BY CABLE AND ASSOCIATED PRESS.]

WARSAW, Oct. 10.—Prince Sa-
pieha, Foreign Minister, today an-
nounced the negotiations with Li-
thuania, concerning an armistice
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Polish Officers Resolved to Occlpy City;
Want Self-Determination.

[BY CARILLE AND ASSOCIATED PRESS.)
RIGA, Oct. 10.—The Polish general, Zellgouski, with two dlvisions
of Lithuanians and White Russian troops, entered Vilna Friday at 5 p.m.,
according to today’s Polish communique.

the armies of the two countries had
been concluded. The Polish dele-
gates, -he added, had refused to rec-
ognize the treaty between Lithuania
and soviet Russia.
OFFICERS HEAD MOVE,
[BY CABLE AND ASSOCIATED PRESS.)
LONDON, Oct. 10.—A Vilna dis-

patch to, the London Times, dated
I'riday, /says the Polish officers at
staff headquarters at Veronoff
‘Thursday declared they were re-
solved to occupy Vilna with or with-
out the consent of ‘the Polish gov-
ernment. They refused to be over-
awed by the ‘“barkings” of the En-
tente and the control commission,
according to the British military
attache, Maj. Partiger.

The popular view is, says the cor-

(Continued@ on  Fowrth Pag3.)
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OBREGON FACES
GIGANTIC TASK.

(Continued from First Page.)

February, March and May, this year,
as compared with those which I re-
ceived in June, July and August.

It is no easy matter to gauge
aright the internal conditions of any
foreign country with a view to fore-
casting its future and ascertaining
the bearings of those conditions on
its international relations. And
When the country under gxamination
is Mexico, one finds oneself attempt-
ing to decipher the hieroglyphics of
national and international politics.
For that republic possesses a vast
Variety of aspects any one of which
may fascinate the observer's gaze, to
the exclusion or partial effacement
of the others, warp his judgment
and render his conclusiéns worthless.
Under Carranza this was superla-
tively true. For his administration
left nothing undone to take foreign
visitors in hand and prepare the im-
pressions which he desired to con-
vey. And many more or less inde-
pendent Americans from the United
Htates, to say nothing of. those who
had axes to grind, allowed them-
selves to be hypnotized or used as
semiconscious agents of his propa-
ganda.

AMERICANS VISIT CAPITAL.

In the early part of the year, for
example, a number of American
husiness men paid a visit to the
Mexican capital. Theyv were, so to
@Ay, personally conducted, and thev
at once touched the chorded Iyre
in praise of the President for whose
marvelous work of restoration
they professed the highest admira-
tion. It was a stunning blow to those
trumpeters of one of the least es-
timable of Mexico’s dictators when
his regime suddenly collapsed like
g jerry-built house In' an earth-
quake. ~

Now it was quite possible, under
(‘arranza, for a foreigner, especially
if he were ignorant of the history,
language and psychology of the Mex-
ican people, to .pay a flying Vvisit to
their fascinating country and even
to reside there for a short while
and return with a picture of its
present condition and future out-
look as different from the reality
as were the distorted shadows of
FPlato’s imaginary men on the cave
wail from the human beings hidden
from the eyes of the spectators. A
tourist might, for example, start
from Vera Cruz. travel-to Mexico
City, spend a few weeks in that
bright capital, visit Puebla and
Guadalajara and return via Quere-
taro and lLaredo without syspecting
that there was anything organical-

iv wrong with the greatest Latin-
American republic. The trains
which started at the 8cheduled

hours might have arrived on time
at their destination. No abnormal
#izhts or sounds would have offended
the eyes or 8rated on the ears of the
stranger. Sseeing that the authorities
invariably adopted special precau-
tions for keeping them away. The
theaters, churches, law courts and
cinemas were as usual open and fre-
quented. The natives, too, whom the
visitor met could with truth have as-
sured him that the conditions of
pXxistence were much better than
they had been two years before and
some might give expression to their
hope that they wouid gradually be-
come normal again. And the serene
optimism of the authorities could
hardly fail to impress him with the
belief that they were confronted with
no problems more fateful than those
which face every normally growing
and well-governed State. "
SAGACITY OF OBSERVER.
And yet despite the sagacity of
such an observer, the unbiased
character of his testimony and the

correctness of the facts which he
alleged in support of his conclusions,
the Zeneral picture he painted would
be wholly false and missleading.
what such a flying visitor beheld
was, 80 to say, the front room that
has been swept, garnished and em-
bellished. not the living apartments
which stamp the dwetlling with its
distinctive characteristics. For there
were then two Mexicos, one on the
surface smooth, polished, lustrods

like - crust of iee- and eapabla fori

& time ot bearing the weight of a
frail governmental fabric: and the
ather a river underneath, dark, abys-
mal, sweeping ceaselessly onward
and rapidly eroding the layer of ice
above. That the passing onlooker
should take no thought of the roll-
ing stream underneath was but
natural. Surprising was the circum-
stance that the architects of the
governmental fabric should have for-
gotten its existence and neglected to
take its erosive action into account
They lived and breathed and worked
in an atmosphere of factitious con-
tentment and sarenitv which was
caleulated to impart to the visitor
a false sense of the stability of
things. Me, too, it impressed at first
but without convincing. In some
ways those blithe administrators re-
sembled the self-indulgent Floren-
tines who were enjoying a fleeting
period of wild dissolute gayety while
the plague was stalking through
their streets, withering human life
and turning into a charnel house.
But the Florentines were at least
consclous, if heedless, of the danger
that compassed them. Not so the
Carranzista rough-hewers of Mex-
ico's destinies. These men perceived
as little, suspected as little and were
as self-complacent as the revellers
in the palace of Babylon’s last king
until the fiery finger burned tne
words of judgment and death into
the wall of the royal banqueting
chamber. ! ¢

Now this unrealized fact that there
were two Mexicos under Carranza—
one of them phantasmal and the
other practically inaccessible to the
average outsider—is accountable for
the pathetic optimism of many a
more or less truth-worshiping vis-
{tor to that enchanting land of un-
measured possibilities and amazing
contrasts. And yet had he but
swerved a little from the railway
lines and ventured into the interior,
or undertakep a journey outside the
protected Zzones, kept an open eve
and an unbiased mind, he would
have awakened to the startling fact
that the two aspectgs of the coun-
try were as unlike each other as the
masks of comedy and tragedy. Ev-
ery now and again the grim reality
would be brought home to those
who had eyes to see and ears to
hear by nefarious deeds “hat leave
an indelible impression on the mind
of the beholders.

FIRST OF FOUR VISITS.

During the first of my four recent
visits to the republic, I had several
opportunities of contrasting the
phenomena of the two Mexicos. I re-
member the case of an Englishman
who had to make a railway journey
of some cight or ten hours from the
capital and .then to pursue his way
as best he could across the country
to examine a mine. His train started
punctually, he arrived on time and
leaving the railroad pushed on at
night accompanied by another man
and after a lonely journey of some
hours on horseback reached his
destination. Having accomplished
his work on the following day he
returned and arrived in the capital
with nothing unpleasant or note-
worthy to report, He might have
imagined himsel!f to be in his native

ady,
aners.
husbands and two children.

‘the regime.

land so punctual were the trains and
so safe life and property. In a
word, evervthing appeared to be as
satisfactory as in the much lauded
era of Porfirio Diaz. But the very
day after the Englishman's return
the train on the same line was dyna-
mited and inany passengers killed
and wounded. He was just lucky.
That was all.

A somewhat analogous experience
fell to my own lot. 1n Guadalajara
I announced my intention of re-
turning to the United States by way
of Ciudad Juarez and El Paso, but
before ordering my ticket I made
inquiries of Mexican friends as to
whether the trains were running
tolerably well and whethar there
was really a2s mucly danger from
attack by the bandits under Villa
as people affected to believe. The
answer T received was to the effect
that the alayming reports were
much exaggerated and that Villa
had announced his intention to lie
low until after the elections in July

and that the line was, therefore,
practically safe. Circumstances,
however, obliged me to postpone

my journey three days.
dered my ticket. Two days subse-
quently, however, I learned from
the papers thiat the train in which
I had meant to travel had been
wrecked and many lives lost.

ARMED SOLDIERS ON TRAIN.

This is what occurred. The train
was accompanied by armed soldiers,
of whom some were in an armored
car and others, as was their wont,
seated on the roof. Two powerful
bombs exploded under the train,
blowing the engine to shreds, where-
upon the rebels rushed up and
opened fire. All the soldiers on the
roof were quickly killed off and the
others were prevented from issuing
forth from their stronghold. The
tremb@ng passengers were conduct-
ed by the rebels to a spot a mile
and a half distant, where they were
robbed of 80.000 Mexican pesos and
of all the valuables on their per-
sons. Twenty thousand pesos more
were taken from the postal express
car. The two conductors were
hauled before Villa, who shot them
thirough the heart.” The passengers’
turn came next. Villa summarily
ordered them all to be shot and
thev' were duly lined up for execu-
tion. But just when about to give
the order to fire he snddenly
changed his mind and, with tears
in his eves, pardoned them, say-
ing: “Since the execution of my
friend, Gen. Angeles, I have been
thirsting for vengeance. That’s why
I blew up the train. Well. T have
avenged Ikjs murder. Now in mem-
ory of him I spare vour lives. You
may go’ But he took one Ameri-
can with him. His men had al-

however, killed eight pas-

three women and their
Those
who were pardoned at the last mo-
ment' had suffered agonies before.
When liberated they had a long
fourrney to make on foot. hungry.
thirstv and in dread of being fol-
lowed and murdered by the bandits.
Fourteen of the rebels were killed,
including one general and one com-
mander. 1. concluded that 1 was
lucky to have postponed my jour-
ney to Ciudad Juarez and T now de-
cided not to temnt fate by trespass-
ing through <Villa's preserves. *

Traveling under the Carranza
regime was a lotterv. Jf one was
lueky one had merely to rough it.
The onlystwo tljngs certain about a
journey were discomfort and a mili-
tary escort. Death ar mutilation
and robbery were contingencres
about which one could never be
sure. But, then, this disquieting In-
certitude was an essential charac-
teristtc of everything one undertoolt
i the reoublic. Tt overhung min-

Then 1 or-

ing farming, trading, industry, poli-

: = R and
One never lknéw what
the morrow might bring forth; and
the first question peovple asked them-
selves when contemplating any kind
of business or action was, how will
it be affected by the unforeseén?
SWORD OF DAMOCLES.

Thus, there was ever a Damoéles’
sword in the shagle of uncertainty
and danger .blanging by a frafl
thread over the heads of the people
whose avocations took them from
plate to place and of foreigners who
resided beyond the city boundartes.
Thev carried their lives in thefr
hands. That there were a few rail-
w'y lines over which one mignt
avel
if special precautions were taken, It
would be unfair to deny. But thpse
precautions constituted a heavy
price for the boon, which was paid
by the State and the traveling pub-
lHic. The former. had to provide all
trains with an escort of soldiers
and the latter to put up with the
iogs of an entire night every twen-
ty-four hours. On the line between
Laredo and Mexico City, for exam-
plw, the passengers had to resign
themselves to spending the night at
a station and resuming their journey
n the morning. It is pavchological-
ly interesting, therefore, to read the
statement of ong of the United
States delegates made before the
trade conference held in. Mexico
City last February when foreign
tourists were expected to laud Car-
ranza and his works. He wrote:
“From the border to the capital ot
the ancient empire of the Monte-
zumas we made the journey by rail-
road, expecting every moment to be
attacked by the rebels who. we
were told, infested the territory of
Mexico in great numbers, but afier
traveling miles and miles without
the least accident, and.observing
peace and order everyvwhere, we
came to the conclusion that we had
been laboring under a gross miscon-
ception.”

Tn truth, they labored under sev-
eral gross misconceptions, one of
which was that every railroad neces:
sarily passed through the danger
zone. Another consisted in giving
the name of order to a condition of
things which rendered railway trav-
eling impossible at night and not
feasible even by day unless a strong
military. escort accompanied the
train, and blockhouses occupied by
armed soldiers’ dottel the way.
1f either in France or the TWnit-
ed States these. extraordinary
conditions prevailed, they would
hardly be taken to represent order
and prosperity. I remember’ being
told that the journey between Vera
Cruz and the port of Alvarado—a line
of about fifty miles-—was as safe as
if it were situated in England. Well,
I know a man in Vera 'Cruz who took
that train the day after I had left the
city.

Short though the distance was, the
passengers had a military escori and
nobody felt the slightest misgiving.
None the_ less, it was dynamited in the
traditional fashion, four passengers
were wounded, two were killed, the
women and children were crazy with
terror, sixteen soldiers of the escort
were slain, seventeen, including the
captain, were wounded and a scene of
anguish was enacted which left an
indelible impression on the mind of
my acquaintance and brought home
to me in conclusive fashion the ne-
cessity of distinguishing between the
show Mexico which Carranza had ex-
hibited to ingenuous American dele-
gates and the real Mexico as he had
made it and as it was known to those
natives and foreigners who made it
their home.

LESSONS OF EXPERIENCE.

My own experience, limited in
time as in space, illustrated the
chances of traveling in safety if not
in comfort, as well as the risks and
incidentally, too, the ever-p.esent

dread which was felt by would-be

with soma degree of szfety, |

travelers. From Puebla I d:sired
to go to Oaxaca, one of the most de-
lightful States in the republic. Near-
ly all my Mexican friendp, who, I
may say, were stanch supporters Jf
the Carranza government, endeav-
ored to dissuade me on the grournd
that the journey was both uncom-
fortable and perilous. My traveling
companion in particular hejd back
and employed all his powers of per-
suasion to induce nie to abandon the
plan. ' I finally told him that § would
g0 at any rate as far as Tejuacan—
about one-third of the way. During
our drive from the hotel to the sta-
tion we passed crowds of men, wom-
en and children trudging along in
the same direction as ourselves, and
as soon as we caught sight of the
terminus we beheld a vast concourse
of men, women and children, mostily
Indians, who filled the room,
blocked the entrance, covered the
stone steps and overflowed into the
Streets. And every moment the
crowd was swelllng. We could not
even get near to the door. And it
was still so early that the "tidket
office was not open. There was no
hope, therefg®e, of our obtaining
seats even if wve should contrive to
purchase ticWsts, so after having
talked the miatter over with a rail-
way servant we returned to the ho-
tel and put off our journey until the
lfollowing day. The next morniug we
rose at 3, had our tickets and our
seats by 4 and waited until 5 for
the train to start. In Mexico the
traveler had to rise at an unearthly
hour in ‘the morning. first because
all long-distance trains started early
in order to make up for the loss of
time at night, and second because
the sitting accommodation in the
ramshackle carriages is limited,
whereas the number of seats sold is
not. Many passengers, therefore, had
to stand around or hang on wher-
ever they could.
KEEPS HIS SEAT.

When the train steamed into Te-
juacan Station I resolved to keep
my seat and sent for tickets to
Oaxaca, whereupon my companion
overcame his reluctance and re-
signed himself to share my fate. The
journey was supremely uncomfort-
able. The windows of the carriage
were broken, the doors disjointed,
the ceilings damaged, the sanitary
arrangements shocking. But the line
apreared safe enough. and the train
was not later than trains generally
are in France.

While T was in Oaxaca, however,
the rebels took the station of Atla.
about eighteen miles distant. cut off
our water and light and caused a
panic in the ecity. For two days I
was without water for washing and
was obliged to content inyself with
a candle after sundown. A short time
previously the bands had attacked
the town of Teliztlahuaca, forty-five
miles distant from Oaxaca. killing
and wounding many people and
striking terror to the hearts of many
more. On our return journey to Pu-
ebla, an attempt was made to wreck
our train near the station of Santa
Catarina. Fortunately. special pre-
cautions had been taken because we
had a Governor on board. The ar-
rangements for deraillng the -train
were discovered and workmen were
set to remove the obstacles and clear
the line, after which we resumed
our journey, which was completed
without further interruption. These
incidents, which " T° mentioned in
passing in a previous article, oc-
curred last March,

PLANNED VISITS.

Several of my planned visits were
countered owing to those untoward
conditions. T had long desired to
visit the States of Chiapas and Ta-
basco, concerning which I had
gathered various interesting data.
But everyone discountenanced the
idea, While the matter was still
thern lunder Cal. #Eir&ﬁ‘ '
a pi er t “from

al Ca
sgenger train Tapa

chiila
rajlways, fought the usual skirmish
with the escort, killed several sol-
diers, left a number of dead and
wounded on the field and destroyed
properties near the railroad valued
at over a hundred thousand pesos.

A dayv or two later we learned
‘that a powerful onslaught had been
made by the rebels on the capital of
Tabascn and that the fight continued
for two whole days, resulting in
considerable casualties to both
sides. In view of these ‘“‘abnormal’
conditions. I was told that it would
V- e-iter to postpone my “visi¢ wntil
order was permaneéentiy jestored.
What that vague delay implied in
Years. no one was rash enough to
conjecture. But I was enabled tc
reach the: concluslon that if the
regime continued, the interval would
not be very brief, by the circum-
stance that President Carranza and
his advisers had decided to intro-
duce armored cars provided with
machine guns and to build block-
lioises of concrete at Intervals of
less than three miles, along the
principal railway routes, at an esti-
mate cost of 3000 pesos for each
blockhouse.

Fiven delegates of humanitariar
orzanizations visiting the country on
missions of beneficence were not
immune from the dangers incident
to travel. Nay more, they were
specially singled out as targets for
aggression. While I was in the
distriet or Orizaba, which had suf-
fered terribly from an earthquake,
1 learned that the American Red
Cross, desirous of extending a help-
ing hand to the destitute popula-
tion, was sending its representative,
Mr. Hopkins, to visit the destroyed
villages and inquire into the needs
of the homeless people, and that
he, too.: was obliged like myself to
desist from his charitable purpose,
not because he was deterred by the
ordinary risks which every traveler
must incur. not by reason of the
special measures which were
planned to kidnap him. The mili-
tary police informed him that g
plan had been organized to lie in
wait for him near one of the vil-
lages, kidnap him and hold him to
ransom.

IN STATE OF JALISCO.

- While I was traveling in the State
of Jalisco, where to my knowledge
foreign business men were com-
pelled to pay a fixed monthly trib-
ute to the chief of the bandits who
infest the country, an attack was
organized, whereupon the Chief of
Military Operations ordered the
troops of Lagos and other places
to be mobilized and I was warned
that it would be dangerous to ven-
ture too far afield. Involuntarily I
called to mind the solemn testimony
of American preachers of the Gos-
pel. volunteered by their American
bishops: ‘“Our missionaries and the
Mexican members . . believe
that the country is in a better con-
dition -than at any time since the
revolution began.” A still more re-
assuring statement was publicly
made to Senor Carranza by a St.
Louis delegate, who said: ‘“Mexico
has been to us delegates . . a
revelation of what a wise adminis-
tration is able to accomplish in a
few years under adverse conditions.
May I take the liberty to congratu-
late you upon your success, which
challenges the admiration of the
world ?”

That such tributes of admiration
and respect from prominent citizens
of the United States and from the
chiefs- of certaln proselytizing
churches there, should have con-
vinced many Americans that Mexice
had at last come into line with the
progressive nations of the world
‘and that President Wilson had put
his money on the winning horase,
was natural and deplorable.
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SURPRISE RAID IN CORK.

CORK, Oct. 10.—A surprise raid
was made by the military and police
in Cork today. Armored cars and

wf the city al 2:30 am. and a cordon
was drawn around that porticn
which lies between the two arms of
tha river.

Pickets had been placed and ev-
éryone who attempted 1o pass
through the cordon was searched.

Publicans were ordered by’ the of-
ficers to clear their bars, and as they
did so the soldiers and police stood
at the doors and searched those leav-
ing. One man named Michael Gi1f-
fin refused to obey an order iv halt
and rushed along Merchani street.
He was fired at by the troops and one
bullet entered his back. He is not
expected to recover. One nan was
arrested.

In a Dbattle between troops and
civilians at Newcestown, .siix miles
from Brandon, last night, one cfti-

[BY CABLE AND ASSOCIATED PRESS.]

cer was killed and another and
three soldiers were wounded. AS the
soldiers of an Essex regiment were
traveling in two lorries aiong the
road leading to the village an intensa
fire was opened on them by parties
of men concealed in a glen near the
road. The military returned ths tira
and for over an hour a heavy. fusil-
‘lade and throwing of bombs were
engaged in.

lLieut. Richardson was shot dead
and Lieut. Robertson of tie DKssex
regiment was seriously wounded. Tha
three wounded soldiers are not in a
serious condition. About midnight
the attacking party withdrew. It ig
not known if they suffered any cas-
uarties. The 'Bandon district for a
long tirie has been one of thie most
disturbed areas in Ireland. Several
ambushes have taken place through-
out this portion of the country and
there are few police barracks now
standing between Bantry and Cork.

Insanity Stunt
Staged in Court
by Wanderer.

DISPATCH 1
10.—Carl Wan-

[EXCLUSIVE
CHICAGO, Oct.
derew, confessed murderer of his
wife, his unborn babe and an un-
ldentified man, staged what may be
part of his Insanity defense yes-
terday -when he sprang up in the
midst of a lengthy argument over
prospective jurorgs and demanded to
know whyv he is not given time to
take a bath.

One of his attorneys tried to quiet
him, but Wanderer shouted:

“It's all your fault; every hour
I'm awake I'm dragged up here in
court. I'm never given time for
other things.”

Finally, he was quietad by the
promiga that he should have plenty
of time for his tub on Saturdays
hereafter. :

“I'm slck and tired of this, Wan-
derer continued. “It's two weeks
now since I've had even a cHance to
take a bath. They hold court %o
late 1 always miss out at the jail."

1t hecame more plain today that
Whanderer's defense will be insanity,
but the State has built up a strong
line of attack In anticipation of this,
Four more jurorg are still needed
and an additlonal venire of a hun-
dred men was called for duty Mon-
day in the hope of completing the
panel. Wanderer ig losing much of
his bravado and nerve and twists
about on his chair constantly, with
hds fingers nervously picking at the
straps on the satchel of his coun-
sel's papers,

NEXT LEAGUE COUNCIT.
[BY CABLE AND ASSOCTIATED PRESS. 1

PARIS, Oct. 10.—The next meet-
ing of the Couneil of the League of

be

held at Brussels,
y according to of-

nt today.

Natlons will

BE SURW t

RENEWS DEMAND THAT
LEN SMALL WITHDRAW.

HARDING-COOLIDGE CANDI-
DATE THREATENS DISCLO.
SURES IF HE DOES NOT.

IBXCLUSIVE DISPATCH.]

CHICAGO, Oect. 10, — John May-
nard H_nrlan. “Harding-Coolidze™ Re-
publican candidate for Governor, has
renewed his demand that Len Small
withdraw as the Republican nominae
for Governor and allow the Repub
Heans of the Sta e to select some ona
in his place. ' 7less he.does, Harlan
declared in & ormal statement, he
intends to 2 some disclosures
conclm:ir;:ng ] -.‘lllilal avts, He did
not indicate - 1ature of the attavk
he intends i I.!tn.h“ e
uht for the good of

I am in b 1
Illinois and the ppiness of her peo-
i« “For the very

ple,” said Ha:
same reason L #mall should get
out of the fight, ad that, too, with-
out a minute’s . 1y, if he values his

4 @nd considers his

awn peace of m
‘rman of the Ra-

running mate’
Senator New,

publican nationa: reau of speakers,
gave an explanai’ n for the failure
of Senator Hardly & .:'nsbnak In Chi-

rago Wednesday n. 9 He said that
efforts had been .ue to obtain a
hall in which Sep#i r Harding could
speak, but the on.  suitable places
Iwern unavailable,

o help
calebrate its birthday, Mopday evening, October
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General Obregén and the Villagers of Santa Maria Del Tule at the Foot of the Glgantic Cypress Tree Near the City of Oaxaca, Supposed to be the Oldest Tree ln the World

LVARO OBREGON is still almost unknown beyond the frontiers of his own
country and is very imperfectly appreciated within them. It may surprise the
reader to learn that even the late President Carranza, who owed his ascendency
to Obregén’s military achievements and worked for a considerable time in close

conjunction with him, died without gauging his character aright or appreciating his
motives. The fact is there are two Obregéns; one of whom is light-hearted, superficial,
jovial, answering most men according to their limitations, living in an atmosphere of
jejune commonplace and amusing himself by shooting folly as it flies; and another who
is thoughtful, serious, solicitous about national and international problems and whose
conversation is pregnant, suggestive and illuminating.

Most people are acquainted with the former, who is the only one known to the public,
while but very few seem to get on speaking terms with the latter. This trait, I may
add, characterizes other members of his family. For example, his brother Don José, the
ex-schoolmaster of Huatabampo, is likewise a twofold personality who gives of his best
to very few. I have listened to scores of ordinary conversations between Obregén and
his political friends and supporters, as well as to his ordinary table talk, and I have
often wondered at the amazing difference between those two psychological aspects
of the same individual.

And yet, whatever may be the final outcome of the politico-social movement of which
he is now the recognized chief—and the manifold bearings of which are nowhere fully
realized—his name and career mark one of the most fateful epochs in Mexican history.
They will be creditably associated with the closing of an era of revolutionary chaos and

the inauguration of a period of such peace, order and reconstruction as the psychology of
the Mexican peoples and the chronically disturbed condition of the civilized world will
allow. Not only has he sounded the death knell of the band of assassins and plunderers
who kept the republic continually immersed in human gore, but he has roused from
their secular torpor a large section of the people, wakening them to an incipient sense
of their rights, providing them with the legal means of exercising these, exhorting them to
respect the rights of others and releasing numerous forces which, one hopes, under his
direction, may ultimately prove constructive.

The new current may, for example, contribute to sweep away some of the racial
barriers and enable a future administration to fuse into a single organized-entity the
many heterogeneous ethnical fragments of which the republic is composed. For as yet
Mexico is only a state, not a nation in the strict sense of this term. The process of
unification to which Obregén’s name, exploits and doctrines have given the first' impetus
is only in its initial stage to-day, and the peoples undergoing its operation ‘are hardly
conscious of any change. But‘though as yet scarcely noticeable, it is real and widespread
and may well become effective, if the future president reénforces it, as I have reason to
believe he will, with the series of statesmanlike measures which he unfolded to me in the
course of our daily conversations.

That in brief is an imperfect summary of what General Obregén has already achieved.
It represents the upshot of eight years of a tremendous struggle against bitter enemies
and well-meaning friends and of the heaviest sacrifices which any man could make for
the cause to which he has devoted his life. If he should be further destined to work out
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to a satisfactory issue the far-ranging schemes for the
‘ reconstruction of the politico-social fabric which he is now
turning 'over in his mind, he will have conferred upon
Mexico the moral leadership of Latin America and a
creditable position among the progressive states of the
New World.

But the difficulties with which he will have to cope are
formidable, and I am not absolutely sure that as yet he

fully appreciates their magnitude. It is so natural for a

strong man about to take over the reins of government for
the first time to assume that his will is powerful enough
to hinder events the occurrence of which lies in the nature
of things. Moreover, the greatest statesman the world
could produce would be helpless without trained, loyal and
gifted assistants to carry out the details of a far-reaching
program of reconstruction.

Like an architect who can design an edifice and supervise
the work but requires stonecutters, masons, bricklayers
and hodmen to build it, the new president of Mexico can
effect little without conscientious and energetic public
servants. The lack of these—and as yet there is no trust-
worthy civil service in the country—was the blight of those
of his few predecessors who would fain have introduced
a new and better ordering of things political and social into
the republic. Obregén himself, as a military commander,

had first of all to create an army on which he could rely{.,
and as a reforming president e will be obliged to form a~

body of honest bureaucrats; and this is a formidable task.
Carranza once remarked to a friend of mine who was com-
plaining of the class of men by whom he was surrounded:
“I confess that many of them are drags in lieu of helps.
They damage instead of furthering the cause, and I should
be glad to get rid of them. But I cannot, at least not at
once. They stood by me in critical moments, and if I were
to throw them over now I should be not merely displaying
ingratitude but tempting fate and jeopardizing what has
already been achieved.”

Obstacles and Difficulties

HE idealist, Francisco Madero—a very diflerent type

of man from Carranza—gave forcible expression to this
plaint when he wrote: ‘All wars in Mexico, whether civil
or foreign, have produced a class of condottieri who, the
struggle once over and the yictory won, exact from the
country an exorbitant price for their services; an,d who, if
not rewarded commensurately with their own estimate of
their achievements, are apt to stir up trouble for the new
government.”

Now Madero, the visionary, who in conceiving his proj-
ects took scant account of realities, is a remarkable
instance of the utter inadequacy of good intentions allied
with political
power but devoid

military career. Early in the year 1913, when the so-called
plan of Guadalupe was drawn up, Obregén made the fol-
lowing specific proposal to the Sonora Commission, which
was to visit Carranza and recognize him as first chief: “I
request you to present my respects to Sefior Carranza and
to suggest to him in my name that he issue a decree dis-
qualifying all of us chiefs who are taking any part in the
present armed movement to occupy any public posts, inas-
much as all our national misfortunes have been caused by
the unbridled ambitions of military men.”

From these sentiments General Obregén has never
swerved.

During our tour through the southern and eastern
states I once took occasion to point out to General Obre-
g6y the difficulties that might rise from a natural desire to
reward the men to whose efforts the overthrow of the
Carranza administration was due. He replied that no such
difficulty existed for him, and in a remarkable speech
which he delivered next day in Puebla he plainly said that
one of the blights of every revolutionary movement in the
past had been the alleged necessity or expediency of duly
recompensing its champions.

“I have heard it said,” he went on, “that the same exi-
gency will rise up once more as an obstacle to national
progress. Well, I may say at once that it is'an error. It
will not. I for my part regard all the efforts—and they
were truly heroic—of those who contributed to free the
country from the nightmare of the dictatorship as unselfish
and patriotic and far too precious.to be weighed in the
balance with public posts or emoluments. The gratitude
of the country and the consciousness of having discharged
their duties as high-minded citizens constitute the only
meed worthy of these brave men. This way of viewing the
matter will enable the new government tochooseitsservants
without constraint and to enlist the services of those who
are best qualified to transact the business of the nation.”

Another of the more serious difficulties with which the
new president of the republic will have to cope turns upon
the settlement of the questions now Outstanding between
his country and foreign nations and in especial upon the
measures which are to render effective Article XIV of the
Constitution of 1917, which declares that the clause
nationalizing the products of the subsoil—mineral, oil, and
so on—shall not have retroactive force. It would be mis-
chievous to say aught at the present moment calculated to
envenom a controversy which has already become unduly
rancorous. It may not, however, be amiss to make one or
two remarks which, however obvious, are too often ignored
by professional politicians who live in an atmosphere of
abstractions and phrases.

The first is this: The sooner an earnest endeavor is
made to get this embarrassing obstacle out of the way the
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smaller will be the sacrifice it will entail. Like the pur-
chase of the Sibylline Books, it will turn .out to be
incomparably more advantageous to conclude the bargain
at once than to go on haggling indefinitely over the
terms.

In the second place, the matter can still be settled
satisfactorily for both sides in harmony with law and
equity, for as yetitis merely a dispute between the Mexican
Government and foreign individuals.

But the subject should be tackled without delay and in
a genuine spirit of fair play. For if it be postponed or
approached without a firm resolve to arrange it amicably,
moral issues, such as that to which I have -elsewhere
alluded under the name of “manifest destiny,””* are sure
to catch fire and set theinterested nations in-a blaze: And
that would constitute the most sinister upshot to what at
present may be treated as a mere passing misunderstand-
ing. To-day this misunderstanding can be settled by an
appeal to the canons of logic, jurisprudence and equity.
To-morrow it may be removed to the domain of interna-
tional diplomacy, where the issues will be wholly trans-
formed. And that to my mind is thé quarter in which the
most formidable and imminent danger lurks.

Constructive Possibilities

ASTLY, I should like to record my conviction that no
public man in Mexico is so well qualified to deal with
the questions involved as General Obregén, nor is there any
other endowed either with equal moral courage to stand
for what is right or with equal capacity to discern for him-
self and to bring his countrymen tosee where justice and fair
play lie. Moreover, he possesses the rare gift of visualizing
such issues as these in correct perspective. .

Alvaro Obregdn, then, is not only the most distinguished
and influential representative—he is to a noteworthy
extent the creator of those moral‘and intellectual forces,
still widely scattered and seemingly inadequate, which
appear destined ultimately to save his country from the
irreparable ruin into which it was gradually sinking.
Hence neither the present condition nor the immediate
outlook of that ill-starred republic can be fully understood
without some knowledge of the personality, principles and
aims of the man who for more than eight years fostered and
drew into focus such constructive elements as the nation
afforded and imbued some of them at least with the s: it
of a sound politico-social philosophy.

During the tumults, risings and civil wars which
{o be luvked UpPon as the nurmal state of the republic T
go6n was the only leader of note who fought with a clear-cut
plan for an avowable end. Hating the effusion of blood,
he had recourse to military force as to the indispensable

. means of abol-
ishing violence

of trustworthy in-
struments, for
while he was striv-
ing to fire his en-
vironment with
his own enthusi-
asm for demo-
cratic principles
and universal
brotherhood his
army in Morelos
was plundering
and maltreating
the wretched in-
habitants. But he
had at least a pre-
sentiment of the
dangers that be-
set him, and he
knew that a man’s
most formidable
enemies are those
of his own house-
hold.

General Obre-
gon is equally well
aware of this peril
to which I more
than once ven-
tured to draw his
attention. The
inner temper of
the man toward
militarism in gen-
eral and toward
the monstrous
forms whichit had
assumed in Mex-
ico is clearly re-
flected in many
of his official acts
and words as far
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once for all.

His aim was the
establishment of
peace, order and
law on a solid and
enduring basis.

The ideals

which he consist-
ently advocated
and strove to up-
hold were moral-
ity and justice,
and it is these
same ideals which
those who know
him best expect
him to embody in
the achievements
with which his
presidential ca-
reer will be as-
sociated in the
history of his
country.
*The Predominant
Issues. Cf. War and
Other Essays by W.
G. Sumner. ‘‘The
claim of a group of
people to hold a part
of theearth’s surface
is never. absolute.
Every group holds
its territory by force
andholdsitsubjecct to
the obligation to ex-
ploit it and make it
contributory to the
welfare of mankind.
If it does not do this
it will probably losc
the territory by the
conquest of a more
energetic people.
This ~ is manifest
destiny.”

back as the first
stages of his

General Obregon on a Visit to Doctor and Mrs. Dillon at Thelr Hotel in Mexico City

(Continued on
Page 49)
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ALVARO OBREGCON: THE MAN
AND KIS POLICY

(Continued from Page 4)

I think I may say without undue pre-
sumption that I have a fairly practiced eye
for the raw stuff of what are known as big
men. I have enjoyed the personal ac-
quaintanceship of practically every Euro-
pean statesman of note from Bismarck to
M. Briand and of such non-European
personages as President Roosevelt, Li
Hung Chang and the Marquis Ito. I may
claim to have been the first who divined the
real strength of Sergius Witte, the greatest
Russian statesman since Peter, whose in-
timate friend and adviser I was for many
years. It was I, too, who, when Greece was
in the throes of anarchy, as was Mexico
under Huerta and Carranza, publicly de-
clared that if Greece could be saved by her
own efforts, the only man endowed with
the requisite qualifications to save her was
my Cretan friend, Venizelos. It was in
consequence of that pronouncement of
mine that Colonel Tsorbas, the chief of the
military party, after consultation with me,
sent for Venizelos, with whom he was then
unacquainted, .and brought him into the
arena of Greek politics, where he has since
acquired undying fame.

My intercourse with General Obregén
has been exceptionally close and intimate.
I enjoyed the privilege of accompanying
him on his historic journeys extending over
thousands of miles through the republic,
first when he returned in triumph from the
successful revolution and later when he
visited the southern and eastern states on
what was erroneously termed an election-
eering campaign but was really a tour of
exploration.

‘I must see the country and the people
for myself,” he said. ‘I hate to have to
contemplate them through the serhiopaque
lcaves of official reports.”

Getting at the Mexican People

On those journeys by train, steamer,
automobile and carriage he and I were con-
tinually together, spending hours every day
in unimpeded and frank talk on most of the
topics that exercise the ingenuity of man-
kind to-day. We lived in wretched inns and
tolerable hotels, traveled in carriages filled
with workingmen, were poisoned with the
ptomaine of fish, fasted occasionally when
there was nothing to eat, were literally
crushed by dense, enthusiastic crowds five
and six times a day, were drenched with
torrential rains and scorched with tropical
heat. We heard the desires, the grievances
and the aspirations of the various groups
and individuals of the states through which
we passed. Wherever Obregdn was invited
to a banquet—a very different sort of en-
tertainment from what is known by this
name in the East—I went with him; when
he had to address the people from a bal-
cony or a tribune in the public square I was
generally by his side; and when he received
the governors, municipal authorities and
party chiefs to discuss the needs of the
population I was permitted to be present.
Thus I heard him discuss proposals and
schemes for the betterment of the country
and the people, refuse and accept sugges-
tions and criticize concrete plans of amelio-
ration, after having examined the land.

I found him a charming companion. At
1able he is entertaining and his conversa-
tion is replete with anecdote. An enemy to
every kind of excess, he generally drinks
water. During our journeys he invariably
refused every kind of alcoholic liquor,
though he is by no means a prohibitionist.
In this connection I should like to narrate
an amusing little episode that occurred in a
town on the Pacific Coast. I was out walk-
ing with the official representative of a for-
eign country, and on our return to the
hotel we found General Obregén sitting at
a table in consultation with half a dozen of
the municipal and state authoritics. Seeing
me, he called out to me to join them. I
looked up at my foreign companion inter-
rogatively, desiring to learn whether he
would like to be introduced. But he said
emphatically that he must leave me.

On the following day I mentioned to him
that I should have liked him to make the
acquaintanceship of the future president of
the republic, but he replied: ““Well, you see
I could not prevail on myself to go over to
that circle and sit down and imbibe alcohol
with them.”

As a matter of fact, none of them was
imbibing any liquid, not even water, and
my interlocutor was amazed to learn that
General Obregéon had never tasted any
drink stronger than water—sometimes the
reverse of limpid—during all our travels.

Obregén’s serious conversation is current
Mexican history in graphic sketches and
dramatic or comic pictures, the accuracy of
which is due to his marvelous memory,
whose stores are inexhaustible, the whole
seasoned with a touch of humor which is
Hibernian rather than Mexican. It is only
in private at odd intervals that he reveals
his inner self and the vast range of specula-
tion in which his mind has indulged. He
sees the universal in the local and inter-
weaves threads of humanity in his schemes
for national well-being. By dint of experi-
ence and induction he has discovered for
himself many of the truths long since ex-
pounded by foreign thinkers of whose ex-
istence he is unaware. In a discussion he
has the gift of seizing the gist of the mat-
ter, and he possesses the knack of setting
it in correct perspective. He is free from
party spirit, from shufling and sophistry.

Fine Personal Traits

Some of the gaps, however, left by his
early education have not yet been filled in.
He knows little of ancient history, and his
ideas about concrete foreign policy are
fluid, apart from a few sound basic concep-
tions, for he hardly ever reads, and his
intercourse with foreigners of parts is
neither frequent nor sustained. His travels
have never taken him beyond the United
States and Cuba. He speaks no foreign
tongues, and he has had no experience in
internatioaal politics, though he has. had
occasional glimpses of its seamy side. Of
necessity, therefore, his notions of the policy,
strivings and psychology of foreign govern-
ments are as hazy as are the views which
foreign statesmen hold of Mexican affairs.
They both operate with imaginary men
and bodies, and the results are untoward.
But obviously this drawback is fraught
with much greater danger to Mexico than
to the great powers. I have heard, for ex-
ample, the views of many Mexican politi-
cians about their misunderstandings with
the United States, and I make bold to say
that they all started with utterly ground-
less assumptions and failed to take into
account facts and factors which are obvious
and decisive. Their world of international
polities is unreal, and this, to my thinking,
is the main source of danger to the coming
government.

But Obregén, conscious of these deficien-
cies, is eager to remedy them. He knows
that he does not know and isready to learn
from those who do. He has the courage to
face the ghosts of his former errors, and he
possesses the secret of making them serv-
iceable. During his toilsome journey on the
road of self-development many of his youth-
ful prejudices fell away. Circumstance, the
unerring assayer of the ore of talent, re-
moved much of its drossy alloy. The only
subject on which I seemed to detect traces
of bias was that of the oil magnates, for he
is generally as deliberate in his judgments
as he is faithful in his attachments.

I visited Obregén’snative placein Sonora,

became acquainted with the Obregén clan, |

which is very numerous in the north, talked
with the teachers who imparted to him all
the education he ever received, questioned
his playmates and became conversant with

his family history. And during this close |

intercourse, and since, I can truly say that
I have enjoyed his confidence to a degree
which warrants the statement that I pos-
sess ample data for a fairly adequate judg-
ment on his character, attainments and
politico-social conceptions.

My impressions are distinctly favorable.
I do not hesitate to affirm that the pen
portraits of him hitherto limned and given
to the world by foreign publicists are the
merest caricatures. To put the matter suc-
cinetly, Obregdn stands on a higher moral
and intellectual level than his race. He is
endowed in a greater degree with those

special aptitudes which distinguish the peo- |
ple of the United States, and in addition he |

displays some of the most valuable traits
of the Mexican race. Essentially a member
of the class of doers, gifted with initiative

EVENING POST

49

Good Luck and

Good Health
Are One

The healthy man has a hopeful

and courageous outlook on life.

Sometimes the unthinking at-
tribute his success to good luck
when the credit really belongs to
good digestion.

If men and women will only
pay more attention to their diet
and Chew Beeman’s Original
Pepsin Gum ten minutes after each

meal they will be gratified at the

beneficial effect on their digestion.

American Chicle Company
New York
Chicago

San Francisco

Cleveland
Kansas City
Rochester




50

ranite Men’s

..
COAT LN INGS

Famous
GRANITE
DounLe Exp
Construction |

iGranite Double
1 the garment |

THE GUARANTEE
This garmentislined withGranite Double End (Reg.
U.S.Par, Off.) made by Lesher, Whitman & Co., Ine,,
and we hereby guarantee that |! the lining is not per-
{eetly whole during the life of the garment, we will
furnish material for a new lining without charge.

THE SATURDAY

and quick resolve, he never under stress of
action falters, hesitates or reconsiders. He
is of the same mind as Marshal Foch, who
wrote in my album: ‘“To wage war is to act
with decision and without fear of respon-
sibility after having deliberated.”” He
states a question in which he himself is an
interested party with fairness to his antago-
nist. Heis chary of promising and punctual
in executing.

Pageant, rhetoric and every kind of
bombast are abominations to him, and he
agrees with Spinoza, whose works he never
read, when he said that when one applies
one’s mind to politics it is as much as one
can do to keep from laughing or groaning
at the deeds which they inspire. He con-
siders politics, as understood and practiced
in most countries, as a scourge of peoples
and would fain substitute morality and
plain dealing. Like Dean Swift, he holds
that to make two ears of corn and two
blades of grass grow upon a spot of ground
where only one grew before is to render a

more valuable service to mankind than the-

best efforts made by the race of professional
politicians from year’s end to year’s end.
His respect for the rights and the per-

| sonality of others, which is no mere form,

has its source in his own sense of human

| dignity. Like M. Briand, he is a past
| master of the difficult art of saying no with-

out offending the disappointed suitor, and
he seldom fails to use his expressive eyes in

| conjunction with his insinuating voice to

soften the asperity of a refusal. Lastly, he
seems to be quite capable of enlisting the
services of men more richly endowed than
himself. I say heseems, because he has not
yet met any such. There are one or two
distinguished and able compatriots of his
who deny him friendship and cobperation,
because though they gladly forgive his mis-
takes they cannot pardon him his su-
periority. Even friendship can seldom rise
to this degree of generosity.

Applying the standards then by which
I judged Witte, Venizelosand other eminent
men before they became generally known
to Alvaro Obregdén, who is still merely a
Mexican general in the eyes of the majority
of newspaper readers in the United States,
and not even so much as that to the bulk of

| newspaper readers on the Continent of

Furope, T have no hesitation in affirming
that for political vision, high moral purpose,
skill and tact in dealing with men and con-
trolling or modifying great emergencies and
also—a mostimportant point—in appearing
opportunely at the height of a national
crisis, he is Mexico’s strongest son, her man
of destiny.

I am acquainted with his schemes of re-
construction, some parts of which I propose
to dwell upon later on. For the moment
I will content myself with characterizing
them as comprehensive, statesmanlike and,
so far as a foreigner can judge, calculated
to lift the Mexican state chariot from the
Serbonian bog into which his predecessors
plunged it and place it on the road of
progress. He has never yet set his hand to
an enterprise without working it out to a
satisfactory issue. None the less, it is not

| impossible that he should fail in this. If so,

no other Mexican stands theslightest chance
of succeeding, for Obregén, and only ue,
wields a sufficiently powerful lever for the
work. All that he now needs is a fulerum.

The General’s Boyhood

Alvaro Obregén was born on a ranch in.

the district of Alamos, in the north of
Mexico, on February 17, 1880. His stock
is supposed to be Hiberno-Mexican, the
name Obregén being a Hispanicized form of
O’Brien, a belief to which he himself in-
clines. His features, especially the eyes,
which are expressive, caressing and un-
doubtedly Irish, as well as a number of
other less prominent traits, impart color to

the supposition. He was the youngest of "

eighteen children, of whom ten are still
living; but as they all support themselves
by honest labor, live very modestly, eschew
politics as a profession, have never accepted
any posts or.emoluments from the govern-
ment and are therefore not mentioned in
the newspapers, pub11c1sts generally assume
that Obregon is an only son. For otherwise
would not his brothers have followed him
to the political scene in accordance with the
‘c1me11 onored custom of the country?

en Alvaro was a few months old his
father died, bequeathing to the widow a
burden greater than she could bear. Sefiora
Obregén came of a family highly distin-
guished for artistic talents, moral energy
and physical strength, and Schopenhauer’s

EVENING POST

theory that the intellectual equipment of
a man is an inheritance from his mother
would seem to be borne out in the case of
her youngest son.

In his native country I made the ac-
quaintanceship of some thirty-odd of his
blood relations, including those from whom
he received such education as was within
his reach, and while there I learned a good
deal of the family history. Among the
stories told me of his mother’s family—the
Salidos—one of which her sister was the
heroine made a dent in my memory and is
perhaps worth reproducing. One night the
house of a neighbor was attacked and gutted
by five bandits, who rode away with their
booty. On learning what happened Obre-
gbén’s aunt rose hastily, took a rifle,
mounted her horse and chased the ruffians
at high speed. Having come up with them
after a long run, she shot one of them dead,
wounded two others, took the remaining
two prisoners and compelled them to carry
the corpse of their comrade to the authori-
ties, to whom she duly delivered them up.
This deed still lives in the memory of the
inhabitants.

School Days at Huatabampo

As Alvaro’s mother—a woman of inde-
fatigable energy, exceptional resourceful-
ness and altruism—was unable to provide
for and educate her youngest offspring, he
was confided to the care of his three eldest
sisters, who occupied the responsible but
badly paid posts of schoolmistresses. One
of them, with whom I am personally ac-
quainted, took especial charge of his moral
upbringing. She laid uncommon stress
upon veracity as the groundwork of all
morality and punished severely every de-
viation from truth, every act or word de-
noting a lack of sincerity or candor.

It is hardly too much to say that the
moral side of Alvaro’s education was puri-
tanical in its austerity, if compared with
that which most of his countrymen received,
and in this respect, no less than in virtue
of his inborn qualities, he differs to a note-
worthy extent from the bulk of his com-
patriots. Between the people of Sonora
generally and those of the central and
southern states there is a marked difference
of temperament and character. To the
blend of the Yaqui Indian and the Spaniard
on the one hand and to the influence steadily
growing in intensity of the people of the
United States on the other this difference
is mainly due. Quickness of apprehension,
resourcefulness, independence, energy, and
a frank address which dispenses with form
and often merges in bluntness are among
the traits that mark the Sonorans in gen-
eral and the people of Alamos, Huata-
bampo, Culiacidn and Navojoa in especial.
In Obregdn’s case one may perhaps add the
Hibernian strain and the early struggle
with poverty to the many factors that have
made him what he is.

Dogmatic religion appears to have had
little or no place in his early training. It
certainly made no impress on his memory
and never formed the basis of his morality.
Like his contemporaries, he received his
first communion and afterward confirma-
tion with the solemnity customary in Cath-
olic countries, but he was never a devout
practicing Catholic; and he continued in
after life to tread the path traced for him
by his sisters, one of whom is a fine practical
psychologist and shrewd observer of men
and things. Many years later this lady was
pitted for a few hours in a conversational
duel dgainst the most ingenious special
pleader in the republic. This man, who has
little' sympathy ‘for her favorite brother,
was defending his own line of action and
explaining to her that antipathy to himself
could only be the result of ignorance.

““I should like you,” he explained, ‘‘to
read what I wrote on such and such oc-
casions, for I know that you would then see
how.1 have been mls;udged N

“There are .some men,” the lady an-
swered, “who must be judged not by what
they have said, but by what they have left
unsaid. And if you will allow me to say S0,
I have always included you in the number.”’

From the care and attention of his sisters
Alvaro . passed~into the public “school of
Huatabampo, the head—and indeed only—
master of which was his own brother, Don
José, with whom also I am personally ac-
quainted. . Huatabampo in those days was
a hamlet.consisting of the frailest of human
habitations dwelt in by the poorest of hard-
working people, who had to exert them-
selves very strenuously to keep body and
soul together. There were about two score
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children, including a few Indians, in the
school; and most of them toiled hard when
not actually at their lessons. The master,
Don José, was beloved by them all.

I have met several of Alvaro Obregén’s
schoolfellows, and they speak in the highest
terms of his brother and of himself. Indeed
all his old acquaintances and neighbors,
some of them poor, struggling folk, hold him
in the highest esteem. It is not often that
a man is a prophet in his own country, and
this exception to the rule undoubtedly re-
flects great credit on ‘Obregén and the
family to which he belongs.

This simple little rustic school at Huata-
bampo was quite a remarkable institution
in its way. I feel tempted to liken it to
a rural Baliol College with Jowett as the
chief pedagogue—one of the colleges of
Oxford University which was rendered fa-
mous by Jowett and the group of distin-
guished men, Arthur J. Balfour among the
number, whom he taught. It certainly left
a deep impress on the minds of all who were
subjected to its discipline, especially on
Alvaro Obregén. The children were taught
to observe, compare and criticize. Upon
veracity, independent judgment and dis-
trust of authority in matters of opinion the
greatest stress was laid. The lives of the
scholars and of their parents and master
were permeated by an overpowering sense
of realities which left no scope for the
dreaming of dreams. So popular was the
teacher and so interesting were the lessons
that the children often entered the school-
room at half past seven in the morning
instead of the official hour of eight. There
were no truants.

Among the precocious little toilers who
came thus regularly to be initiated into the
mysteries of life there was no trace of any-
thing like faith in the perfection of the
present scheme of things. One and all, they
had already begun the struggle for existence
and found it strenuous. Rather a spirit of
sharp criticism was evoked by experience
and fostered by the master, a spirit which
appears to have shaped Obregon’s thoughts
and inspired his action ever since. The
scholars were taught to inquire into the
origin and aim of institutions, to gauge
their value by their actual achievements
and present usefulness, and they were told
that all progress hag its source in love o/
social justice and individual freedom.

A Remarkable Pedagogue

From Don José, who was a rank agnostie,
the scholars had little chance of imbibing
the milk of Christian doctrine. There was
no church in the hamlet, and the curate of
Culiacan contented himself with paying an
occasional visit to the place in order to
perform the ceremony of marriage and to
christen the children. The best Catholies
in the hamlet were the Indians, some of
whose religious customs were a subject of
amusement to the village schoolmaster and
his pupils. For example, in June, on the
feast of St. John, it was customary for the
Indians to carry the wooden image of their
patron saint in solemn procession to the
river, doff hisstraw hat and gorgeousclothes
and give him an annual bath.

In the opinion of his pupils, Don José was
a zealous, well-informed and successful
pedagogue who possessed the rare arts of
communicating what he knew and of rous-
ing as well as satisfying curiosity about
the practical problems of life. He also con-
trived to keep his wards well posted on the
current events of the world, and they in-
formed me that they used to know by heart
the names and exploits of most of the public
men of the world, including the generals in
the war then being waged between China
and Japan. In a word, they already felt
themselves units of the community of man-
kind of which they were taught to regard
themselves as active and responsible
members.

“This doctrine,” General Obregén said
to me, “I have never ceased to take to
heart. The ever-present consciousness of
the unity of the race is the only sound basis
of a national policy worthy of a cultural
people or of one which aspires to culture.
The neglect of this truth is the source of
most of the sinister errors into which con-
temporary statesmen have fallen; and be-
fore their blunders can be corrected the
narrow idea underlying them must be
abandoned. True, a nation, like an indi-
vidual, has its own special interests and is
warranted in furthering them to the best
of its ability and opportunities, but only
within legitimate limits.

{(Continued on Page 53)
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“That form of national egotism which
takes no account of the just demands of
other peoples is a crime against that larger
community which it is the aim and object
of all progress to organize as compactly as
may be. It is in ghls direction that the
stream of human tendency, deliberate and
unconscious, is continually flowing. We
are too apt to dwell upon the individual
and the nation and to promote the interests
of these as the highest objects worthy of
our pursuit, whereas real progress lies in the
development of thefinalaims of thespecies,
one of which I take to be the organization
of a world community knitted together by
lofty yet feasible purpose and founded
upon morality, of which justice is an inte-
gral function.”

The axiom on which this theory is
founded may be challenged by many, but
the benefits it is capable of conferring as a
canon of public action should not be over-
looked. At all events, I mention the sub-
ject merely as an indication of the kind of
teaching Obregén received at Huatabampo,
of the train of thought which it started and
of the fruits which it may reasonably be
expected to produce.

Thoroughly moral in essentials—which,
however, must not be taken to include that
stringency of view respecting relations be-
tween the sexes which prevails among
most peoples of non-English speech and is
universally recognized as one of their ethical
canons—Obregon never belonged to any
church, nor has he ever accepted any
dogma, excepting this, that there are none
worthy of credence. Against churchmen
who employ their spiritual authority for
political purposes, if their politics run
counter to his own cause, his hostility is
open and bitter, and during the civil war
he displayed it in the capital and other
places, as he himself admits. Toward
clerics who hold aloof from public affairs
he is tolerant and unsympathetic. I have
never heard him say a harsh word of any
minister of religion and, little though he
sympathizes with the class, he is a sincere
advocate of absolute liberty of worship to
be accorded to all denominations impar-
tially. I doubt, however, whether he has
as yet made an exhaustive study of the
extent to which that liberty has been
systematically curtailed, mainly to the
detriment of the principal church in the
republic.

Obregon’s ethics are as simple as his
view of the religious side of life. He holds
that a developed sense of moral obligation
is the only durable cement of civilized
society, and he further maintains that by
the degree of its comprehensiveness one
can measure the progress of a nation and
of the human race.

“Excess is to my thinking the only
vice,” he often repeats, ‘“even though it
be the exaggeration of virtue.”

High Social Aims

Hence he naturally leaves a somewhat
large margin for things morally indiffer-
ent—larger than is usual in English-
speaking countries—and his tolerance of
certain weaknesses of his fellows endears
him to many. But to dishonesty and de-
ception he gives no quarter. Veracity,
plain dealing, respect for one’s word and
integrity in the fullest sense of the term
are among the virtues the lack of which
denotes an inferior category of men. He
professes to regard them as the alpha and
omega of a cultured community, without
which no constitution, however cleverly
drawn up, can create an organic entlty
worthy to figure among the progressive
peoples of the earth. In all stages of his
own varied career as mechanic, agricultural
laborer, factory hand, military leader and
head of a revolutionary movement, zeal
for social aims, thirst for social and political
justice, at first vague and sporadic, after-
ward definite and continuous, were the
mainsprings of such of his activities as were
not devoted to the struggle for existence.

Though Alvaro Obregén’s leanings are
decidedly toward what is currently known
as agnosticism, he has not escaped the
tendency, so marked in self-made men, to
transform the attitude of suspended judg-
ment into a dogma of positive denial and
to pin his faith to that. In his rationalism
there is no room for any of those substi-
tutes for a religious system which some
men find in philosophy and others in the
search for a nexus between the visible and
the unseen. In a word, he is not religious
by temperament any more than by early
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training. It is fair, however, to add, on the
other hand, that, wholly free from a spirit
of proselytism, he is content to let his
neighbors work out their salvation in their
own way, and among his warmest political
partisans are pious practicing Catholics
who admire in him the statesman who is
prepared to do away with lawlessness and
bloodshed and to substitute justice and
morality for the insincerity and corruption
of latter-day politics.

Obregén once had a curious experience
which to minds more akin to the meta-
physical temperament might have served
as a point of departure for speculation of a
mystical order, but in his case led merely
to a note of interrogation mentally ad-
dressed to scientists. It turned upon the
death of his mother, who was worshiped
by her numerous children not only for the
generosity with which she was wont to
sacrifice herself for their good but also for
the sweetness and firmness with which she
faced her trials and hid them from those
whom they would have grieved and might
have dispirited. Toward Alvaro in particu-
lar she displayed a warmth of affection
which he still loves to recall. It was to
him, when he was nineteen years old and
penniless, that she confided the care of his
sisters, for she had a presentiment, or rather
the firm conviction, that he would one day
rise to a high position in the social scale.

A Curious Experience

Well, he and his brother were employed
far from the town where Sefiora Obregén
dwelt, on a hacienda, working twelve hours
daily, earning a mere pittance and improv-
ing their minds in their leisure hours at
night by reading aloud to each other. Un-
fortunately, the only books available—
those of the landed proprietor—were al-
most exclusively novels, and mostly poor
ones. One night after Alvaro had gone to
sleep his brother woke him up and said:
“I have terrible news for you. Mother is
dead.”

“Whatever do you mean?” rejoined
Alvaro. ‘“Have you been dreaming?”’

““No, nor sleeping either. Wide awake, I
have just seen her as I now see you. She
lay on the bed a corpse, rigid and blood-
less, her face drawn and her skin like parch-
ment. I actually saw her.”

Alvaro argued against the possibility of
such an apparition, set it down to a hallu-
cination, and after a time induced his
brother to go back to bed.

Soon afterward, however, a knock was
heard at the door, and the brother returned
with an account of a second apparition and
protesting that he could not sleep.

“Well,” rejoined Alvaro, “I have to be
up betimes in the morning and at my work,
so I cannot afford to do without sleep in
order to keep you company. You are ill.”

He then woke up the housekeeper and
asked for some medicine to calm his
brother’s nerves and, having obtained it, he
went to bed, slept soundly and rose next
morning as usual. Two days passed after
that, during which he forgot the incident
completely. But during the night of the
second day he heard the clatter of a horse’s
hoofs afar off, and suddenly the episode re-
vived in his memory. Gradually the sound
grew louder, and then stopped. He felt
certain that it bore a direct relation to him-
self and his mother. The horseman entered
the house. He was a messenger with the
tidings of the death of Sefiora Obregon,
who had expired at the exact moment of the
first apparition.

All the school children of Huatabampo
performed menial and other work at home
for their parents, but none of them toiled
as hard or began as young as Alvaro Ob-
regobn. At the early age of five he was
already making himself useful about the
shanty, and by the time he was seven he
was intrusted with much of the household
work, including the purchase of provisions,
and so on. When less than thirteen he
obtained the use of a patch of land for him-
self, on which he planted tobacco, culti-
vating it with the utmost care whenever he
could steal a few minutes from his other
avocations. The little crop he harvested,
dried, prepared, cut and made into ciga-
rettes, to which he gave the name America.
But as the quality was not of the highest,
the demand was very slack and the venture
threatened to be a failure, whereupon one
of his mates, who is now a personal friend
of mine, went to the few shops in the place,
as if sent by his father, to purchase the
brand America. None of the salesmen had
the cigarettes in stock, but, roused by these
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inquiries, they promptly invested in a cer-
tain number, and young Obregén got some
slight return for his time and labor. He ac-
tually registered his tobacco factory under
the law, got his brother to work for him and
paid him in smokes.

It is worthy of note that the iron of pov-
erty, to the pressure of which Alvaro was
thus subjected for the first twenty years of
his life, left no abiding mark either on his
character or on his life philosophy. To him
it was a stimulus to exertion, not a debase-
ment. One could live on very little in Hua-
tabampo thirty-five years ago, especially if
one were a native of the place. His brother,
the schoolmaster, received a salary of
twenty pesos a month—about ten dol-
lars—and was contented with his lot until
opportunity offered to better it. But once
in a while Alvaro was in sore straits and re-
quired an extraordinary exertion to keep
himself at the level of his schoolmates,
nearly all of whom were better off than he.
Thus at the annual examinations, which
were conducted with a certain degree of
ceremony, it was deemed the correct thing
toappear in a hat. But young Obregén had
been living without headgear and could
not raise the money to purchase any. On
the eve of the great day he was sorely per-
plexed, but after sundown he had a plan
ready. He borrowed a machine, dispensed
with sleep, obtained a quantity of rice
straw, plaited it, took it down to the river
and soaked it, returned, and made a hat
which took everybody by surprise next
morning.’

At the age of ten he was working as a
mechanic, without, however, abandoning
school; and those who were his school-
mates then assert that he acquired consid-
erable proficiency in his work. This was
natural enough, for not only was he gifted
with unusual acumen and healthy curios-
ity but he possessed—and still possesses—
the most prodigious memory of any human
being I have ever met. I once gave him the
names of every card in the pack in a cer-
tain order, and not only did he repeat them
in that order but when I called out the
number he named the card, and this not
only at once but ten days later. I tested
him in other ways, and I can truly affirm
that I have never met a person gifted with
such a receptive, retentive and responsive
memory. He will encounter by chance a
friend whom he has not seen for ten or fif-
teen years, and he can at once continue the
conversation which they broke off at that
remote date. He still speaks with a certain
degree of fluency the Yaqui language,
which he acquired as a boy. I have heard
him talk it on several occasions; but un-
happily it is the only foreign tongue he has
ever tried to master.

Seeking His Fortune

At the age of thirteen his school years
came to an end with an incident which
impressed him somewhat at the time and
was regarded by his political friends in later
life as an indication that Providence or
Destiny had some special work, some mo-
mentous mission, in store for him. - Though
only a boy of thirteen, he had long desired
to seek his fortune in the world and had
made various inquiries about an opening,
but without result.

One day, however, he received, to his joy,
a letter from a friend in Durango who was
making his own way there successfully,
offering him employment of a congenial
kind and scope for his enterprise. Accord-
ingly he scraped together a few pesos and
took a ticket from the little port of Medano
Blanco, in Sonora, to Mazatlan on board a
steamer called Porfirio. On his way to
Medano Blanco, however, he received a
telegram informing him that the boat
would not touch that port, whereupon he
returned home disappointed. Hardly was
he back when another message reached him
to the effect that the Porfirio was on its
way to the little port, but that he must
make haste if he intended to travel by her.
He again took leave of his friends, including
a little sweetheart to whom he was engaged,
set out with great expedition and moved
as rapidly as the state of the roads per-
mitted. But to his regret the vessel had
already gone. He was disappointed, but
nowise cast down.

Obregodn has never allowed himself to be
unduly dispirited by the pranks played him
by circumstances. His temperament is de-
cidedly sanguine and marked by unusual
resiliency. Only once did he entirely lose
hope, under circumstances which will be
recorded later on; and then, too, strange to
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say, he was saved from death by a curious
coincidence of unlooked-for occurrences.
But to conclude this story: A few days
after his return home from Medano Blanco
he learned that the Porfirio, which he had
twice missed, was caught in a heavy storm
and lost together with every soul on board.

After that he decided to take employ-
ment wherever he could find it, and very
soon he received an offer in his own state of
Sonora to work as a mechanic in a hacienda.
It was there that the episode occurred by
which he received the mysterious announce-
ment of his mother’s death. The proprietor
under whom he served, and indeed most of
those who were his employers during this
period of storm and stress, were kind-
hearted men who took an interest of a sort
in the well-being of their workmen. But it
was purely superficial and temporary and
therefore led to nothing. Only the very
strong could hope to rise in time to a posi-
tion of economic independence, and even
they had to put forth superhuman efforts.
Obregén’s novitiate was long and weari-
some. At the age of nineteen he exchanged
the hacienda for a sugar factory, where he
also discharged the duties of night watch-
man and was intrusted with important
functions that necessitated extreme punctu-
ality and a developed sense of responsibility.
Here, too, he won golden opinions from his
employers, but discerned no prospect of
such promotion as he deemed commensu-
rate with his capacities. Years afterward,
when commanding the troops in Sinaloa,
he and his staff visited the workshop in
Navotato and examined the lathe at which
he was wont to work.

At last Obregdn resolved to set up for
himself. Renting a plot of land, he tilled it,
lived as best he could on his scanty savin%s
until harvest time, toiling in the meanwhile
with might and main. Inhis home I saw a
photograph taken of him in those days,
when he was digging a canal for irrigation.
Little by little he prospered on the land,
contracted for work and executed it
satisfactorily, until at last he rose to be the
owner of a little manor house bearing the
significant name of Ruined Cottage. I have
met and talked to several of the workmen
who were his mates during that period of
His iiz‘e"stn:iggle, and they still regard him
as a comrade.

At the age of twenty-three he wedded his
first wife, by whom he had two children,
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who arestill living. In connection with this
marriage an incident occurred which brings
into sharp relief his settled attitude toward
the church of which he is a nominal member
and also his detestation of anything that
resembles hypocrisy. He called on the
clergyman who was to perform the cere-
mony.

“You will have to go to confession,”
explained the priest, “before receiving the
sacrament of matrimony.”

“But I don’t believe in confession,”
Obregén rejoined, “and surely you would
not have me play at make-believe!”

‘“Well, but you have the alternative—
you can pay the fee which exempts those
who do not comply with the religious re-
quirements.”

“I wish I could, but I am poor and ‘can-
not afford so much money.”

“Very well, then, you must confess.”

Obregén, intent on marriage, had no
choice. He went to confession, but when
asked what sins he had committed he re-
plied:

“None. I have done nothing in malice.
I have no reason to repent of any of my
deliberate acts and I regret the necessity of
having to tell you so.”

That brief conversation exhausted the
matter. The priest insisted no further and
the wedding took place in due course.

A fairly safe test of a man’s integrity and
general moral worth is the degree of con-
sideration he enjoys among those in
whose midst he has grown up and made his
way in the world. And, judged by this
standard, I may say that few Mexicans
would be able to live up to the high reputa-
tion which Obregén fairly established
among his own shrewd, observant neigh-
bors. His word there is a bond; between
promise and execution there is only the in-
terval defined in advance by himself; and
he can fairly accept as a debt the high
praise which the entire.community bestows
on him unstintingly. One of the many
manifestations of public confidence—which
was also his first initiation into public life—
was his election to the post of president of
the municipality of Huatabampo under the
government of Francisco Madero. It also
coincided with the beginning of the period

~of civil wars which well-nigh ruined the
republic, turned Obregén’s name into a
clarion and finally raised him to the
presidency.
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