The unusual world situation, and the conditions now
prevailing in Latin America ——quite UNUSUA] £OOw~e makes it
advisable to go once more over thergiﬁi;ian of what the
relations of Latin Awerican countries among themselves and
the relations of all of them with the United States Bhed
are and should be. To ~attempt it. let us look Ghaey at
Latin America. What is the present situation of ILatin Awérica,
excepi Cuba which must be considered separately?

Unfortunately, from an economie standpoint it is not
satisfactory. With all of the Iatin American countries
determined to develop their economies as rapidly as possible,
their imports of capital goods, especially, have increased
greatly in quantity, but perhaps still more in value, since
these imports must be paid at higher prié;gﬁggan those of ten
of fifteen years ago. Their exports, on the other hand, have
had since that time an uncertain and not very profitable
warket. This keeps their balances of payments in deficit, or

very close to it. The final result is that the eccnomic

development they need and long for almost delirously is
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arrested; or 1t fails to achieve the/ggze necessary to clearly

convince them that they are steadily advancing towards their
goal of a matéri#l wellboing definitely greater éné,marw
general than before. 8o they become restless, pessimistiec and
are inclined to cﬁy other methods, copy other models, or
perhaps embrace a new political philoscphy in order to attain
thelr objectives.

The political picture is better today than a few years
ago. Since the disappearance of the shameful dictatorships
of Perdn in Argentina, Rojas Pinilla in Colombia and Pérez
Jiménez, in Venezuela, and the uprooting of Somoza's
dictatorship in Niearagua, there only remains, to a disgraceful
extent, that of Trujillo in the Dominican Republic. But the
governments of Stroeessner in Paraguay and the Sa@&é; brothers
in Nicaragua are certainly to be condemned, in addition to
which, it will not be possible much longer to postpone the
fundamental economic and social changes needed at least in
Guatemala, E1 Salvador and Peru.

On the other hand, 1t is disheartening toc witness the

situation of two of the three countries which, after suffering

foud
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the humilliations of a dictatorship, succeeded in re-establishing
a popularly elected governwent. The excessive power of the
Venezuelan and Argentine armies forces the c¢ivilian governments
of Betancourt and Frondizi to follow & path widiohzdg uncertain
and sometimes tortuous and which, in any case, does not express
the majority wishes as represented by the parliasments of those
two countries. Presumably, without that harmful influence,
Betancourt's government would attempt bolder and more basic
reforms. And in th; case of Argentina, the interference of
those forces undoubtedly has the effect, among others, of
undermining the prestige of civilian authority and prowpting
the @ntr’y to believe that it should return to a military
government.

Nonetheless, what is most aigégéraging is that there is
not a single latin Awmerican government which can be said to
enjoy either evident or, especially, active popular sympathy.
The most traditionally democratic countries -—-Chile, Uruguay
and Costa Ricaw e#rtainly de not have brilliant governments
which can capture and kindle the support of their own citizens,

much less serve as a hope or even s8till less as a model for the



other Iatin American pecples. Brazil, with its superior
physical and human rescurces, is a country of surpriéan, but

not always pleasant ones: alongside President Kubitschek's
clever trick of launching Field Marshal Lott as his presidential
candidate in erﬁggito religve the country of the threat of a

Lt
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military colossus; alongside & drive if extreme~

to ereate a great capital overnight; Brazil lives in a2 state

of c¢hronic administrative discvder and cemplaaently spends wore
than it has, so that it also lives in a state of chroniec
inflation which swells the wealth of a bold minority while
impoverishing its pecple.

Colombla, which has never lacked in its government at
least a nucleus of men of exceptionally high intellectual and
moral caliber, still has not awakened fram-ﬁhe”;ightmare of
Rojas Pinilla, nor has it succeeded in eliminating the
irrational hatreds which divide liberals and conservatives.
In spite of all this, Colowbia progress, but not without
anxieties and doubts as to whether a new generation has been

ereated which can succeed today's great liberal and conservative
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figures and which will be better able to measure the urgency
and discern the shape of the new problems of tis country and
of Iatin America: .

Mexico, whiéh for many yaéra led ﬁhe other countries not
only of Latin America but of the world in its reformation of
economic, social and politlieal structure; shaking off the
lethargy of an economiec progress that was undeniable but not
general; Mexlco, the intrepld leader of so many good causes,
has falled in this crucial hour for Iatin America. For some
time the United States %aa persisted in presenting Mexico as
a model to its brother Americas. This --says the United States—
is a country that, after a ?evalution to get rid of the burden
of its useless and cumbersome past, has put 1¢s house in order.
It lives in peace and Qaa achieved politieal stability; a
eivilian government has succeeded a military; 1t has made
gpectacular gccnomic prcgress and the lower classes are entering
widdle élaas in ever increasing numbers and with considerable
ease. All this is true and, nonetheless, we Mexicans believe

that Mexico eould have done more, very wuch more, than it has;
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and that by not so doing, it has lest the initiative in Latin

America in basic and Jjust soceial reform.

IATIN AMERICA®S SITUATION, in spite of the deficiencles
émmmanted on --and others that have not been pointed ﬁuxwm was,
if not good, at least tolerable, and better than it had been
in recent times; but it must be %ecmgniz#d that the Cuban
revolution has put it in a at&ta‘mf almost complete confusion.
No one, of course, would dare to make a prediction now
on how this revolution is geing to finish. Even so, and
assuming that right now it were to end in a complete failure,
that its governing group were to be replaced by ancther
entirely different in men, aims and methods, it will leave a
legacy and exercise an influence that no power on earth will
‘be able t;ni§3i§§é;$ams of 1ts lessons, firm and clear, have
already taken their place in history.
The f;rst lesson --and an important one-- is that everything
and anything esn happen in Latin.Amariaa;ﬂg;:w;ut it ;nmthnr

way, that in Latin America nothing is stable and sclid, nothing
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is based on an immovable rock, but everything appears to rest
lightly on a gunpowder keg that can explode at any moment.
The second lesson -~-or the reverse of the first-- is the
ineredible force of inflammatory speech, the more reckless the
speech, the greater its force. All of whieh leads to the sad
¢onclusion that when wan Joins his fellows in a c¢rowd he losses
most of his individual reasoning power and Judgment, and he
is dominated by blind raging emotion.

However, two other conerete and impressive lessons are
more outstanding. One of these 1ls the lantastic vuznarabiliﬁy

| el il

of the United States: Cuba, its former ﬁ%@&ﬁa;u1ava and,
furthermore, small, poor and disunited, has literally
immobilized it, speechless, in a corner. The other is that,
apart from its deep political significance, the Cuban
revolution has presented itself as a popular movement ylelding
to nothing in its determination to better the lot of the masses.
That is toc say, two characteristics that, more than any cothers,
impress Latin America are determination and firmness, and a

determination and firmness that serve a good cause.
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For the last ten or fifteen years it has been faaf%;able

WW
in/academic circles dtrerdinited-Sietey to speak of the

"realistic" concept of international polities. According to

this, man in his national and the state in its international
pelitical life are only motivated by the desire to better
gz%zz/ﬁcsitions of power at any price. And even though the
theoreticians who defend that concept are very aareful:é
émphaaize that physiecal foree is not the only element that
ereates and increases power, they always put it in first
place. In Cuba there is a living example for all the ﬁérld to
see that physical force can be successfully cpposed b§ other
forces, sometimes as weak as the spoken word which, according
to a popular saying, is ea#rigd away by the wind.

If Iatin Americans were intelligent and perceptive, they
should be deeply impressed by this vulnerability of the United
8tates; first, because they have discovered it »»rediaae%ered_
it, a éood nistorian would say-— at Cuba's expense; second,

because, since everything in this world is relativa, the

UnitadVStataa weakness strengthens Latin Awericans and, again,

N
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without paying anything for the strength so acquired; finally,
and above all, because the weakness of the Hnit&dvéggg;;jaﬁ
noble, entirely praiseworthy, for strength that does not
reéart to foree in order to resolve its difficulties inspires
sympathy and confidence.

The other, perhaps more interesting, lesson 1is that the
admiration arocused by the Cuban revolution in Iatin America is
due --more than to anything else-~ to the fact that it has almed
at benefiting the peopls boldly and directly. It is probable
that not all‘tha wathods used in Cuba could be employed in
other Iatin American countries and still more probable that
their employment would ﬁa undesirable. But what cannot be
denied is the following. It is no longer possible to restrain
the desire of the poor in lLatin Amerieca and the whole world to
better themselves. The poor man is fed up with hearing that
he is going to get better and with seeing that he aaeé not get
any better; he is fed up with getting better today, but not
tomorrow; and he is alsc fed up with getting better today and

tomorrow, but Just 2 little bit. He wants to get much better,



soon, and all the time. It is panaibla and, I bsliav&,

well O
desirable that man eomeiimes change his mind but for the.
moment and for a long time toc come, he believes and he will
believe that man lives by bread alone and, in order to obtain
that bread, today's man is capable of selling his soul ga the
devil, or of selling his freedcm to communism.

And this is the element of the Cuban revolution that is
most disturbing to Latin Awerica. Granted that the Mexican
revolution was the last one that could be pure and innccently
nationalistic and that all that have followed it have had to
accept the taint of some international "ism"; and granted that
1t was logieal, natural and inevitable that the Cuban
revolutionaries should believe and still believe that the
United States will crush their revolution; granted that on
Fidel Castro, but especially on Che Guevara, the fall of the
Avbenz pro-communist regime in Guatemala --which Guevara witnesse
with his ﬁwn eye S madnfg; indelible impression; granted,

finally, that no revolutionary movement has failed to feed on

mistrust and hatved and that for Cuba the United States was the

K4
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cleosest and easlest target. And in a further attempt at
understanding, still another concession can be made: that the
peliey of resisting and fighting a 3ro§t power 1s a rough
game in which almost any weapon ean be conaiaef&d fair, and
8o the Cuban revolutionaries could flirt a little with the
Soviet block.

None of this ean prevent an impartial cbserver wika
Wesdgp from concluding that --aside from strategy, tacties,
intentions and words-- the Cuban revoluticnaries have imported
aommuniém<ta their cocuntry and to Iatin America and that.thay
have set up a communist government. And that same cbserver
hag to conclude that this is an absolutely new event, of
incalculable importance and destined to profoundly disturd
the life of latin Awerican countries as related to each cther
and to the United States,

The relaticns between lLatin American countries have never
been‘éa 1££elligent and ﬁrcfitable as they éculduand should
have been; but they have always been based on a tacit

understanding which has seldom been disturbed, and then only

ALY
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temporarily. The predominant characteristic of those relations

has been similarity, not difference, and much less an.jf '

WWDWLL”
0 A e o (1ﬂﬁr¥ﬁ; first time in a hundred

and fifty years of independence, Cuban communism presents a
difference that can become inscluble. If the ideologiecal
loyalty of the Cuban rulers reaches the point of prevailing
over latin Amerieca's common historical background, Cuba will
not only tend te separate from Latin America, but end up
regarding Eatin America with inevitable hostility as one more
cbstacle in its path. And to the extent that other latin
Awerican peoples and governments feel that their friendship
with Cuba depends on an unconditional acceptance of everything
it does within and without its borders, to that extent/peoples
and governmwents will, at best, consider Cuba a black sheep that
should ﬁa left to its own fate and, at worst, an insufferable
burden that must be gotten rid of.

But the Cuban revolutionaries have presented Latin America

with another equally serious problem: that of choosing between

Cuba and the United States, since they waintain that their

3
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differences with the latter aze-sdrpo

American country loves the United States, as perhaps ne nat;an
has ever loved ancther. In spite of this, 1t is hard to
belleve that there net in Iatin America pecple sensible
enough to recognigze in the c¢lear light of truth that, besides
the impossibility of not having relations with the United
sgatei, it is necessary that those relations bﬁ good, firm
and close., That these relations should be conditioned by
respect for the rights of others, that they whould benefit the
poor and the wesak mar; than the rich and the strong is cne

- o
thing; and quite another is that it is &L&t&#ﬁi%.impassiblﬁ

and undesirable to do without thew or to base them on
i y /P&M\/ ')
recriminations and constant quarrels. Communist Cubglﬁiaeas
o

Iatin America in/}eal dilemma.

I am convinced that the Cuban leaders are peffectly aware
of the problems that they have created for the ILatin American
countries in their relations with each other and with the

United States. It happens that, as true revolutionaries, as

people who seek to subvert everything, turn the world upside
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down, they believe that the ILatin American people are on their
side and that only the governments are against them. 8o they
despise the latter in silence or they insult them openly, and
they encourage the people to overthrow them. They so sturdily
believe in this 1dea that they have gene to the fantastic
extréme of aasi&uctaﬂéycultivating the Negrc population of the
United 8tates in the certainty that it will ewbrace their cause
without delay. In this way, in addition toc gaining sympathy
/ﬂmu,zzz)
for their cause, they will deal a/blow at the United States by
planting in the midle of 1ts territory a Trojan Horse from which
will burst forth sight million armed rebels 2t the right °
moment .,

At this stage, nﬁ thinking person ¢an a2 priori disdain
tha»dastruative foree of not only an entire revolutionary
doctrine, but of a simple isclated tactic when 1t is ecarried
out with suffiéient determination. In the partieul&r case of

oA,

Cuba, morecver, it is veegsegay to recognize and admire the

faet that the revolutionaries have not enly playcﬁ(%gkir cards

in 2 magnificently effective fashion, but they have played

them on a large scale, in a really universal setting. This is
N
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so true that a poor Mexican conspirator can hardly keep from
wondering if the Cuban revolutionaries are the ones who
actually play the cards, or if they only move themw about. In
any event, it is a terrible shame that man, so willing to make
laboratory tests when after the secrets of chemistry or biology,
does not want to make such tests when dealing with human affairs
which may involve the fate of millions of'rmen.

But the truth is that I would si?a anything toc have Fidel
Castro, Querava and Ral Roa decide to try out their ideas in
Kex;co; The experiment or test wauld be made under ideal
conditions, for if any csﬁntry is sympathetic #e Cuba, it is :
Mexico; and In no other is the ground sc well prepared for
animosity towards the United States. 33 Uc the Mexitan
government, it is as vulnerable to demagoguery as those of
Ydfgaraﬁ and Trujille. The experiment, then, would be to have

_ e epae
the Cuban revoluticnaries during Jjust a month make p/publie
campaign of insults to the Mexlcan government, addressing the

same epithets to Lipez Mateos that Castro, Roa and Guevara i

sc often have spat into the face of Eisenhower and now at

\
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Nixon and Kennedy; and to use on Secretary of State Tello the
adjectives that Roa used on the Farﬁign Affairs Ministers of
4%Q29”7ﬁ¥2>'~*4£44&;Z/éék049&14-
Chile, Argentina and Brazi%) The program of insults to the
governmwent would alternate with aéethar of glowing praises of
the Mexican "people" and exhortations that they overthrow their
gavtrnmeﬁt. I would be willing to give odds that the sympathy
in Mexico for the Cubaﬁ revolution would evaporate as if by
magic and I would alsc bet that/ﬁzx:;;n & friend of the
revolution as rﬁrmer President Cdrdenas would not again defend
%

it, at least not in publie.

What, then, makes up the Latin American sympathy for Cuba?
I do not refer, naturally, to the communists for they are, by
definition, mere partisans; neither da I speak of the radicals
who project their domestic dissatisfactions inte a sympathy
for other nations, in 2 c¢lear-cut case of the psychology of
the grass/é:j:?:ayg greener on the other side. I‘mnnn the
spontaneous sympathy of the ordinary wan and woman, without
prejudices or ideological ties. In the knowledge that, beaiﬁﬁs

ool

being risky, it is unpleasantly pedantic to engage in collective

psychology, I believe that there are one or two principal
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elements and another secondary one, but no more. The principal
elewent of popular sympathy is that the Cuban revolution has
sought to benefit the poor, the defenseless, the ones who are
in the majority in any society =-ineluding the Soviet. The
second principal element ia the convietion --still held- that
the only aim of the Cuban revoluticnaries is the welfare of

2

the people and that they pursue this so sincerely and honorably

that they place it before all else. 6u*dlf7uﬁv””‘4‘4k“;7éJZ3

As deep and enthusiastic as the ayﬁpathy bubbling forth
from these elements must be, it may turn out to be perishable.
The welfare of the people must not only be pursuved, it must
actually be achieved; for, if not, it will take its place among
‘the many good intentions with which hell has so long been paved.
Up to now, the struggle, with its liquidation of aeanamie
imperialism and an amoral middle class, has appeared glorious;
but nnﬁ a2 legitimate doubt exists: can the revolution proceed
from its deitruétivu task to the task of creation #;é
construction, using only the instrument of the spoken word

‘and the televised image? And other doubts already felt by some
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are bound to spread. One of thas; can destroy the second
element of sympathy: what are the Cuban leaders wore interested
in, the welfare of tehir people or stirring up trouble for the
United States? No one, I presume, can claim to have read the
eomplete works of Doctor Castro; but perhaps it would not be
too far from the truth that eighty percent of the words that
tﬁey contain are dedicated to defaming the United States, and
a modest twenty percent to discussing the problems of the Cuban
people. (I refer only to th§ words, because I do not know
whether any action has been taken and for what purpose). And
there are even doubts concerning the secondary element of
sympathy: from the beginning David called the Chinese and
Russian Goliaths to his aid in his struggle against the Uhdkad
£ v a i,
gwares/Goliath, So that David's gallantry is considerably
diminished.
The position of Latin America as regards 1its relations
with the nUnited States is still more delicate —-if this 1s

possible—— than as regards its relations to Cuba. All the

governments of latin America must reallze that as Cuba becomes

\2
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more insistent and increasingly biltter in its accusations
against the United States, the situation becomes more ﬁreeariauz
and the crisis wore imwinent. But 1t is absolutely impossible
for them to sustain any other thesis than the negative en§ of
non-intervention; and now, as never before, with increased
vigor. In the first place, because latin America has had its
i1l of United States mtzz*vgntian; secondly, because lLatin
America has gone to a2 lot of trouble to convince the United
States that intervention, in the long run, hurts its author
more than its object, and all this painful accomplishwent would
e+

be abandoned forever as useless; thirdly, because the letsl
power of modern armaments -—even those ironically termed
"eonventicnal"-~ make even a symwbolic defense ridiculous. 8o
the weak peoples are left no other cholece than teo fall ahj?ﬁtly
to their knees in order not to disappear from earth.

But there is still a more decisive reason, although it
would appear to have been overlocked until now, that would put

tc test the intelligence of the United States -~npamely, the

latter's ability to solve the prcblem of Cuba without the use

\4
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of force. After announcing several times —-and toc the four

winds, tc be sure- that Russia would use its intercontinental

a*vzéﬂanhﬁ$¢a¢¢J

wissiles to defend Cuba from aZdinited 8tates invasion, Kruschev
explained to 2 Cuban journalist that it should be understood
that he never thought of anything but a sywbolic defense of the
#nuntry, that is, that to defend 1t he would set off lovely
@wm«, Cocc oo
in Moscow's Red Square.

What does this apparent withdrawal mean? HNot mwhnavuvt/
knows !— weakness; but a waneuver that I shall renounce
deseribing in all its ramifications, in spite of its aluost
irresistible fascination., It is a trap, so that the United
States, in the certainty that Russia will meke no military m
movement in Cuba's defense, will carry out éi;;i%taaaéh4l“
intervention in Cuba. Many of the cards played by the Russians
at fiést seem to be stupid or wild; but they are unfailingly
damaging in their ultimate effects. And in this case, Russia
hopes that the United States will do itself irreparable harwm,

MM
not only, of course, in Iatin America, but in Arriea/{;;;&$is@
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Presumably, the Latin American governmwents are fully
aware of the situation --already diffieult 19 itseliw= of the
United States as regards Cuba; and of the truly cosmic com
compliégfienﬁ that the Cuban préblem represents for the nUnited
States, which, with interests all cver the world, ecannot have
any "loeal" problem, and not.even a simply "continental”
prroblem. The problem of Cuba, morecver, has broken out at

| |

the worst moment in Ugdked Btabes history when, true or false,
wany have become convinced that, while Russia may have surpassed
the United States in physical strength, it has certainly done
80 in political ability. The United States cannot, then,
postpone for very loﬁg its decision; and as the fatal moment
nears, there 1s increasing apprehension that the deeision will
be unwise.

What can this unhappy latin America do now, placed, as it
were, with its back to the wall? There is only one pozsibiliﬁy:
to mediate, conciliate, or rather try to dc sc; sinece up to now

the Cubans have not shown the least inclination to even allow

themselves tc be approached. They have not only failed to

9. %



imply any sueh inclinstion, but their conduct must be interpreted
as a complete negative. It 1s certain that the United States
would be willing to participate in a discussion, although,
fswcsséablg,itu demands would be substantial. 8o, for the
woment, apparently Latin America has no recourse but to pray
that Ged help it through this erisis and to hope devoutly that
those who are invelved in this problem may realize before it

is teo late, that there 1s an eternal principle: namely, that
everything, absclutely everything in this world ——and the nexte

has a 1imit and an end,

AS FOR THE United Btates, what can it do? In order to explore
such a problem, 1%t is necessary to begin with a clear
understanding of the position of the United States not only

as regards Cubz, but as regards the whole world.

The United States is the head of the so-called Ocecidental
World which is opposed by the CGQmuniséxﬁéaek, its apparently
iwplacable enemy. Bstuween these two camps, 1s found a series
ef ccuntries, disunited and dispersed, which, even though

taking no part in the contest, even with no desire to do so,
2%



even belleving their participation to be unnecessary, may be
dragged inte it. Any struggle between personal or national
interests, still mere a struggle of the wagnitude and depth

of this one, can be resclved by physical force which either
eliminates one of the contenders or converts rival into slave
by placing cne of them in 2 position of military and politieal
inferiority., Or it can be resclved through a serles of
provisional compromises and arrangements which, by getting .
through one diffieulty today and anath&r'tamarrﬁu; wmay postpone
war indefinitely. Even under thils second supposition --de
--decldedly the better of the two~~ the danger of war will
always'sxiat and it is no exagsarst;an to say that with modern
arms 1t exists every minute of our lives.

Now, to be in real and constant danger of war: not as one
of many smlﬁiera, but as the ltad;;:%;?fieer, tﬁahnieian,v
finaneciar; té be in danger of a #a?lié which no arm or artifice
may be considered ignoble or unnecessary; to be in danger of
a war with ne clear pussibility of winning it and with the

knowledge that even in victery the damages suffered would be,

22
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ol necessity, irreparable; all this, 1t must be whaily_
admltted, has tc create a psychology that is not very favorable
to telerance and understanding. And 1t must be even more
difficult for the United States to suffer the defiance and
offenses of Cuba; a small country, traditionally servile and
geographlcally located next door instead of in some remote
place like Bolivia, for example.

The United States has to do something about this business
of Cuba; but, once again, what can it do? From a2 juridical point
of view, the solutiocn of an international cocurt of Justice is
cut of the question, because Cuba would have to be willing to
submit to the court's deeision; Cuba can, then, be accused
before the Organization gf‘ American 8tates and the United
Naticns. The United States would gai, néiﬂiﬁ% and might lose
by this; because, apart from the fact that Cuba knows how to
defend itself and is not alone, the dispute would only embitter
reeriminations and make understanding more unlikely. Still
on a legal level, the United States could look for a situation

which would lead to 2 declaration of war on Cuba with the

24
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knowledge and consent of the United States Congress. Such a
solution is completely unrealistie for, although there are
abundant mweans of finding a justification for any formal
declaration of war, the nations that dc so also try toc find
a moral justification and, in the case of Cuba, this would be
literally impossible; first, because nc matter how wrong many of
the actions of the Cuban government may be, none of these
actions, nor all of them together, can be presented as a valid
casus belll, even by twisting the facts to the utmost. And
uc.ara not speaking of the inequality of the adversaries
which, alone, would make it difficult to Justify the United
States.

itk a0 legal selution in sight, what esuld the Usited
8£atna do? If a formal declaration of war has been re;eatcd
as legally and morally inacceptable, it is even more necessary
tc reject a military invasion, no matter under what desguise.
It is possible to follow the sclution wenticned in an
unfortunate moment by SenatovKennedy auring his presidential

campaign: that of aiding and abetting with money and military
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equipment Castrc's Cuban opponents to invade Cuba and
reconquer it for the friendship of the United States.

This was exactly the procedure used to overthrow Jacobo
Arbenz of Guatemala. Aside from the faet that Cuba's island
situation would make such a maneuver as tvanapartﬁt as daylight,
the truth is that in the case of Guatemala the United States
machinations were about as successfilly disguised as the sun
is hildden by holding up one finger. And this was demonstrated
by the fact that Quatemala's paxt men all refused to ¢allaherat;
with Castillo Armas whom they considered 2 traitor to his
country; shortly after assuming power, he was assassinated in

ﬁw‘*/‘/’
mysterious cifji:;fanaea that thad the nfreﬁgyaf national
sanction. aﬁitzw;w that 1s not the lesson furnished by the
Guatemalan episaéa; If the United States intervention made
any sense, 1t was that made by all vioclence: rip out weeds by
the roots so that they will nciw;gggut up again anywhere else.
$en communism has sprouted up in Cuba and to such a degree that

it makes the case of Guatemala soaﬁ to have been child's play.

Just remember that the final straw was Arbenz's announcement
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that Guatemala was ready to receive a few pistols and rifles
from Czechoslovakia. Cuba, on the other hand, is arrcgantly
receiving arms from both Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union

itself.

MWJéé;w;;, there 18 not other sclution than that the United
States and latin America grasp at the first pos;ible moment
for reconciliation, which may eventually have the unexpected
reward of laying the foundations of & new concept in American

solidarity.
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