
...

I

Thé unusual world S1tuatlcU'l, and the conditions now

prevailing in .tatin America -quite unu$.usl too- makes it

.o:
advisable to go once more over the(Questlon of \'that the

the :t:'elations of all of th$m with the U'n1t.d States�

aré and should be. To :attempt it. lEtt ús look� at

except Cuba which must be eonsldeFed sEtpar-atély?

Unfortunately, from an economic standpoint it ls not

.$1ltista.ctory � Wlth all of the Latin American countries

/<!eterm1ned to develop their economies 8.$ rapidly as possible,
I

their imports of eap1tal goods, espeoially, have 1nere·aséd

greatly In quantity, but perhaps at!ll more In value, since

these imports must be paid at higher> prices than those of ten

o� fifteen yaa", s ago. Theil' é:xports, on the other hand, have

had ,sino$ that timé an uncértaln and not very profi table

market.. This keeps theit' balances. of payments in d$flcit" or

ve!"'Y elose to it.. The final result 1s that the economio

development they nêed and long for almost dellrou$ly 1$



convince them that they arS sttadi.ly a<4vaneing tcwar($ their

general than befo!".. So they b$come restless, pessimistic and

are inclined ta try other RJethods, copy othèr models., 01'

their objeetlves.

Thé poft t10a 1 pic.tut'-e Is better today than a :f w years

of' 'erón 1n Argentina, Rajas ,fln111a In Colombia and pér s

J1ménêZ.. ln Venezué la, and the uJu.'Óeotlng of Somoza f
s

,:�" ..�
governments of St�o.s$ner in PSl"'aguay and the SOlUQZa. brothers

in Nicaragua are certainly to be oondemned, in add! tian to

whieh, it will not be 1'0$$101e much longer te pO,.t;oAe the

fUndaUlental economio and sooial chenges needed. at least in

Guatemala" El Salvador- anel Peru"

on the other hal'1d., it i$ d!aheartenln.g to witne$$ the

1



the hum1111at1ons of Ii dilctatorshtp,. $uee.�uie" in re ....$tabl:1shtns

a po,pularlr elected ¡over.nment _ The elCeeas1ve PQwie'r of thé

Vern��.18n and Argérttln. at'mies force,s, the civilian governm",rnt$

ot Betanoourt and Fr·ond1zi to tOllow a plath� unèertaln

and someat1:lllè'$ tortuous. an' Wh,j.eh, bl I·ny �ale. d�s nO,t EiUtp.mt$S

th� mâ\J�rlt1 wiehes alS �e,!'é$en,t$:d bl the pa,rliame.nts �f thOle

two cQuntries. l?resumabl" without tbat harmful lntlueneé,

�taneQu.rt ta ¡Gvernment would attempt bo14er and. more bl.udo

refo:r,ms iii And. in 'tl"ut ßa_ ,of Al"mentln&l:.� the lnterterfU'l.ee of

thôa_ f'ot'ß$.$ undoubtêdlj7 bas the effect,. Sll'llOng athera, of

uaderm1ning the pl�e$t1ge or oivilian authQritl and prcmpttns

th$ oountli"Y to bellètv$ that it should �tUl..ti to a militar,

Non.etbel�$$, :what 1$ most dlst'uJUraslng 1$ that thére ti

no.t a, s1rn;1$ lAtin AtneX'1ean government whloh call be sal« to

enjoy $lth.I" evident ¢)l", GSJ)Etc1ally, aetlve pepular sy.ath)' ..

The most tr'adi tiiilnally deœoll1'$tio aountrles -Chile., UruflU�l

atad COl!rta ít1oa� cfitrtalnly do not have b'r':11l1ant gcvern.nt_

wh14h ('UU)' eapturé an4 Idndle the .$upp.ort ot' their own citizen.,

muoh les.$ serve as a hope or even $.t111 lells as a model :t'or the

'}
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èan,d1d.a te in Ol1de� to relieve the country at the threat Qi." a

dj_�)
military ·ëlalo$$ua; slangs!4. ITrll1"1ve� if .l(t�mê�

Roja.8 finilla, nor has it. suecs$cle4 in eliminating the

In (Spite of all this, Colombia p�ogres." but not without

Bnlcletie$ and doubts as to whether a new generation has been
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figures and which will be better able to measure the urgency

and disoern the shape ·of the new prG\blems or ti. eountry and

Mexioo, whioh for m€Uly years led the other eountrlè$ not

-only ot L"tin Amerléa but ot the worlö in its retottmatlon Q·r

eOQnl)m1c. $oo:Lal an4 political $tructure, $hakins off the

lethargy of an ec.onomic proSl�ess. tha.t was un\'1en1able but not

general; téx1óQ,; the intrepid leader of so many good causes,

has failed In th1:;l· erueial hour for latin AmèP1ca... For sema

ttme th United stat,s haß per.sisted in presenting Méltico as

a made! to its brother Américas. This --says th$ United States-

1s a count!')' that, a.t'ter a revolution to get rid (If the burden

of its useless and cum'bersl�me pa£5t, hal.il. put its hou·se In oJ?(l.r"

It lives in peààé. and hà.s ach1eved pol1tical stabilitYJ a.

civilian gO"lérn_nt has. succeed_a a milltai."'Y J it has made

$.peotaeular' tH1ClIl.om1e prcg:re�s and the lower els$Sé$ lire entfu:�ing

m1d41e class' in evel') increasing numbers ànd with 40nsiderablé

ease. All this is true and; nonethèlé$S, lie Mexioans believe

that Me'x.lco êould have done more,; very mueh more, than it haa;

-----�
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éômmented on -and others that have. not been pointed. Qut- was",

on how this revolution is g.olng ta finish. iven ISO .. and

legaey· and exerci$$. an lnfluEioae that no poWer on èsrth will

M�d¿
be able to� �tDa of' its lessons .. fIrm and aleal". havé

The first lesson -and an important one- 1$ that eVEtrNthlng

and anything ean ha·PPtrl in ta.tin Ame:rlea; O!�j put itia;:t.he.:tt
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is based on an immovable rock, but èrveeythina appears te l"est

most of his individual reasonins 'Q:wer and judgment. and he

1a d.omi.nated b¥ l:!lind raging .motion.

ot the. Uni ted States: CUba I 1 ta

is the fantastio vulnerab!11 ty

��¿.u�
former �lave and,

apart from its deep political significanoe, the Cuban

That is to say,. two t'Jha.:raeterl.stlce that, more than any others,



tor the last ten

(2m��
in!aoa4am10 eirele.

poli t1ca 1 lit'e are only motiva tëfd" by the dts!re to 'bettet'

�
�.. positions or ]50Wêr at any pt'lee � And even thousn th�

.'

pl;ae:Et. In Cuba there is El living $Xamplé fa!' all the wO.!.ld tQ

�0r"

it" a good historian wcrul� SaY� at Cuba fe expens'el second,



without paying an,thing rGr the strength $0. acquired; finally,
���

and above all, beaaus. the weakness of the Uni ted state. lSI
nabla. eñtirely pra1.seworthy .. for etrength that doea not

1JêSort to torce in order to r solvé its ditr�eultias insplrt\ul

The< ('>th.r, pel"hapft more interê$t!:ng" les$c.m 1s that the·
" ..

admira t.lon arou.aed by the Cu.ba,o revolution in Latin A_rica ls

due -more than to anything elae- to the fact that 1t has aimed

at 't)f;�·neflting the people boldly and directly. It· is probable

that not all the �thod.s use.d in Cuba could be employed in

their employment would be undesirable.. But wnat cannot be

hé is going to get better an4 wl th Bée1ng that he dùé.$ fiot get

an:y bèttérj he Is fed up with getting better today, but not

tomorrow; and. he is aleo fed up with getting better toda.y amt

tomorrow, but Just a little bit. He wants to get much better,
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soon, and all the t1l'Dt!k. It 1s possible and, ! believe;

desirable that man� chang& hl;:i���.
mOllient and tox' a long time to come, he beli ves and he will

believe that man lives by l.n::'èad alone and, in oXlder ta obtain

that bread" toda,l's man le capable of selli.ng hia soul to the

And this 1s the .lement of the Cuba.n revolution that 1.$

revolution 'Was the l.ast Gne that cou.ld be pUl"e and innocently

nationalistic and.. tllat all that mW"$: f·ollowed it have had to

revolutionaries should belUlve and. atill belièv& that the

United., Statés .,111 ovush their revolut1Qn; granted. that on

Fidel e�:Ultro, but _$,e018011y on Che Guevara, the fall Of the

f'lnally, that no revolt1.t:tonary movement has :failed. to f_ d. on
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polie.y ot' �es1$ting and fighting a great pawep is a rough'

so the Cuban revolutionaries could flirt a 11ttle wi th the

Sov1.et bloak �

None of this (lan prevènt an impartia.l observer �

� from concluding that -aside from strat.8gy, ta,ct1cs,

intentions and words- the CUban revalutlóaar:1es have im¡Yorted

commuriisUJ¡ to their country and to Lstin America and that they

has to eonëludè that thiS 1s an absolutely li w event, Of

incalculable importance and. destin d to profoundly disturb

the life or Utin American oountries as related to each other

and to the Un1t�d Stat�$.

.'-

been as int$lllgent and profita.ble as they could and should

have been.; but they have always been ba$�d on. a tacit

understand.ing which haß seldom been dlsturbed¡ and then only
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temporarilY. The predominant characteristic of those. relations

has b$.n similarity, not dif.ferenee; and much 1eel$ f4,�
w��� te.�o�k.

.

.

.

. .... ..' ". . �� first tiœ in a hunâr <l

d1fferena-e that can become in.soluble. If thé ideological

loyal ty o·f the Cuban rulers resches the point or prevailing

ever tat1n America's common historical background, Cuba will

obstaole in its path.. And to the extont that other !Atin

with Cuba depend$. on an unconditicnal acceptance ot ev rything
�

it doeß wi th!.n and without i ta bordel:�$, to that extentJi;;;Ples

should be lett to its own fate and, at worst, an lnsuffer-able

bu.r4en that must be gotten r1d of.

But the Cuban revolutionaries have presented Latin América

with another eq:ually s�r1ou6 problem' that of oheorsing petween

Cuba and the United States, since they maintain that their



poor and tha Wêsk more than thtt riOh at'ld the str:>öhg i$ on�

thing¡ and quite another 111 thet it i$� 1,1IIP�.sible

ànd und$s1rabl& to 40 withOU.t the"m or to base thètn on

��
recriminations and ¢onstant quarrel$,. CQmmun1st Cubl) 19lae$s

latin A.rica inj:;al dilemma.,



'b�11èVê in this 1dèà that th�y.havè gone to. thé tàl!'Jt£i$t1c

Uni.ted States in the ce¡;ttaln.ty the.t It will �mbra()e their cause

without <lelal. Il'} this way; 111 addition to,galnin¡ .S1tllpäth;v
1"vG

.to!' their cause, they f'Jl11 deal .c: at the United States DY

momsntll

At this atage� no thinking person can � Rr'lol?1 disdain

out with e¥urrieient determination" In th$ partieu'lár' case tir

�4-e>�
Cuba, moreúver, it is�tc !'eccgnize and adm1:ré th.

r:
fact that the l"évolut1onal"1éS have not only PlaYéd�eir ea.rds

if' "r'" "';¡
in la l'.àgn1f'1cently ér:rêctlvê .rash1otl, but they have pl.Slyed



them I would êe to l'lave

�.�a<...,_
month ma·ke� ,
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lU.$on and lC$nned:Yi and ta use on Secretary of Stat,. Tello the

adJ.ot1.�8 that :Roa used on the For 19n Aft"aira Ministera of

�rk���/ 7>??�' .

,
,,' '7

Chil t Argentina and BI"aZ11) Th program of' insulta to the

government would alternate with anothEU? of glowing praises Of

the Mexioan tfp ople It and exhortations that they overthrow their

In Mexioo for the Cuban revolution would ,vaparate as if by

mag"1e and I would a l60 bét that�n Ei ft'iend of the

revolution as torllJe!' Presidént Cárdènas 'Would. not again defend

it, at 1 ast not in publie ..

for other nations. in a clear-cut case of th psyC.hology of

the grass�aY� greener on the other 614$ ..

pentan QUS S1m.Pa thy Of the ordinary man and woman, without

pr, judioes or ideologieal tie$. In the knowl$dge that, 17u¡us1d.es

, ,"iii 4

being risky; it 1 unpleasantly pedantic to encage in oollective

PSYOhology. I "11�ve that there are one or two pr:lne�pal



the pe�ple a.nd that they pUl"$\\' this So s:1r.H,efrtlJ an4 honoI'atUy

tha:t they pIao.., it betQI'e all \t1$e" �r¡��J�

--

; �

t'rom 1t$ déStl'luct1v� task to the taak of �r$ation and
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a.re bound to spread.. One Of these can destre)' the saeond

$letrlènt of $.ympa thy:, what are the CUban leaders more 1.n terest d

in, the welfare o� tehir' people or stirring u.p trouble for the

United Sta.tes? No one, I presuœe� ean cla,lm to hav' read the

Ei modest twenty pereent to discu.ssing thé problems of the CUban

peoPle. (I rtfev only to the words, beoa.use I do not kn()W

whet,hel" any aot1.on haa been t�kén and foli' what purpose). And

tbère are ev n doubts (lon,oerning the secondary element of

Russian GoliathS to his aid 1n his atruggle, against the�
.

���

,��ath. So that David '$ gallantry lí5 considerablY

dimInished.

pO$sible- than a ¡,»égards its relations to Cuba. All the



mor. than its, "fbjeet, and all this painful aOQQmplish_nt would

��
be lll'bandc:nlêd forever a$ usele$s; th11"'411 .. becausé the �



windSi to b$ ßtU�e- that l\uasia would use its lnter>corlct1nental

�q-r?7��
tn1s,allea te defend Cuba from� 1nvas:t�nlt l(rUSGh.V

\_

�ountry, that if$,. that te 4tf,end it he would sflt oft l.ôvely
;p���
�tl.�Mo-;eQ'Wts Red sQ.uare.,

hopee that the United .state$; will do 1. tself 1r<repatlable harm,

��
no·t, orf1.�¡f of c-ourse, in t,atin A_rica .. but ifi lH'}riea�



Preauma'bly s the Latin Amevioan government are fully

aware ot' the situation -already diftiôult in it-.lf......;,.· oíl the

United Statee as regards Cuba; and of th$ tl'\111 COSln1Q com

complications that the Cuban problem r pr�sents fQr the nUn1t.!ii

States, whiCh, with int rest all cv r the world, QarulQt have

}?,. úblem. The problem of Cuba. ltloreover, has broken out at

���
the worst morr.ent in� history .'hen, true QP fal.se,.

many have beoome convinced that, while Russia may have surpaased..

the United Statea in physical $t�e'ngth, it ha$ certainly done

pc sspcne fo ..
' vet,,:! long its deeision.; a.od as the fatal momerit

be llrlwlse.

What can this unhappy Latin America do now, pIaoéd, as it

we�e, with lts back to the. wall? There is ool.y one possibility:

to mediate, conciliate, or rather try to do OJ since up to now

th& Cubans have not sbown the least inclination ta even allow·

themselveS te be approachecL They have not on.ly fa116)d to

'2\



tmply any such inclination .. but thetr èonduot must 00 interpr tad

as a c()mpl�te negative. It is certain that the Un1.te:d Sta t�s

'r1èuld be willing to parti.ci.patè in a discussion" al thoUgh,

.!'o:¡;>e$seabl.y, its di>tnand.s would be substantial. So, for th�

mmnent; appar"ently L<¡tjn Americ.a ha a no .reCCiupse but to pray

that Qod. help it. tht"o'ugh this cr'is1s and to hope devoutly tl'lat

thÇSè who are involved in this problem may �a11zE! befox4e it

is too late, that theI:16 Is an eternál prlno1ple: namely,. that

evex'ything) absolutely everything in this \\tapId -and the ne-Xt­

has a limit and an end.

AS FOR 'm United States, what can it do? In ortde::tt to explox'$

such a p!'()blem" it 1s necess.au'1y to begin with a clea.r

under.'standlng of the positlon of the 'Q':n1t�d State$ not only

Tlle United states is the head of.' the -ao ....called Occidsntal

Wox'ld which is opposed. by the Commun1$t :aiock, its a.pparently

implaoable enemy. lJet}>leen these -two eamps� is t'ound a serle·s

or or;unt::."'iííH3, disunited and dispersed, whiOh. even though

taking no part in thé contest, even 'With t'lo desIre to élo so,
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inte>!'ßsts, still mor'e a struggle of the uagnltude and d.epth

e 1imina tes one of the ccntendeI'$ or <JODV rtf) rival into slav

1nfê-'ricri ty. Or it can be- rill,so1.ved through a seriea of

PX'O'lll$ional compromises. and arrangements which, by getting

tht'custl one difflèulty tod.ay and anothe!" tomorrow, may postpone

war' indef'in! tely w, Even under this second suPpos! t10n --de

-decidedl.y the better of the two- the danger of wal"' will

I

al'iays exist and it is no exaggeration to say that with mod t'n

oi' m;lny ßoldier.s" 'but as the lea<ié!", officer, teehnlaian.,

may be oonsidered ignoble or urmecesSáry J to be in dangèr ot



"

admitted, has te cflea.te a psychology that ls not very favorable

difficult for thé United State$ to sur:rer the défiance and

pltsee like 13011v1,8, f"J!' example �

The United Sta.tes has to do $omething abouf this lJll$1nes$

of' CUba; put, once again> what can it do? From a: Juridical. point

of viet'J, the solution of an int .... l"'t'lat1onal court of' justiae is

submit to the eOul"t's deeisi,on; CUba can, then, ba accused

befcn"e the Organization of' Amer10an States and the United

Naticns. 1"ne United States would gai.} nothing and might lese

by this; becaus�, apart r�om the fäct that Cuba knows how ta

'Which 'Wculd lèad to a deelat'atiotl of wa.r on CUba w1.th the



;>_j'�

With ne lepl ,solution In siaht, what �ould the Vnitetl
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',.

equipment Cast�c's Cuban opponents tó invade CubJa and

r'eoonquer it fof' th$ fr.:lenc1ship of the United States ..

Arbenz of Guatemala. Aside from the fact that Cuba ta 1$la04

ltuatlon would make auen Il maneuve:r as transparent aa daylight,

thê truth is tha t in the ease of Qua tema la thé United Sta tes

màohina tions were about as wecea8fU1ly disgul.sed as the aun

is hidden by holding up one .fins.r. And this .as &_monstrated

with Ca$M.l1o Arma whQm they considered a trEl.1tor to his

country; shortl, after as uming power, he was assassinated in

��
ef'ree;�at1onalIllYster>1QUS ciroumstances that thad the

/3�
sanctiQll. � that is not the le$son furnished by the

Guatemalan episode. If the United States intervention made

any senae. it wa that made by all violence; rip out weeds by

the roota 80 that they will not sprout up again an1where else,.

Now communism has sprouted up in CUba. and to sueh a degree that

it makelS the ease of Guatemala seem to have been tlhild's play.

Just remelliber that the final straw was Arbènz t
s announce nt
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that Guatemala was ready to reca1V'e a. féW pistols and rifles

f-r'Ctm CzeehoSlov·akia. Cuba, on the othe!' hand� i.$ arrogantly

reoéiving arms rrom both Czeohoslovalda and the Soviet Unicm

itself ..

- --_.- _--

-------
--

---�--�---

Fot" l'lW, there is not other solution than that the United

for reconciliation, whioh 'may eventually have the unexpected

;�ward or laying the: founàatio·ns· of a new conof)pt in Amerioan

solià.ar1tyao

21


