
THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

THE HUMANITIES

CHARLES B. FAHS, DIRECTOR
JOHN MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

EDWARD F. n'ARMS, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

CHADBOURNE GILPATRIC, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

ROBERT W. JULY, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

CABLE ADDRESS:

ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE:

COLUMBUS 5-8100

February 14, 1956

Dear Dr. Reyes:

Thank you for your 'r-Memorandum Sobre El Colegio

de Mexico" received in Mr. Fahs ' absence from the office.

He will see this upon his return in about ten days.

Sincerely yours,

r::: )-..-:1 ln" 9

o , MlL-..../J'i.4,.L-¿¿-u
E. Ruth Marler
Secretary to
Mr. Fahs

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
President
El Colegio de Mexico

Durango, 93
Mexico 7, D.F.
Mexico

"......_,_
¡ ,



MEMORANDUM

NEED FOR A CENTER

l. It seems te be generally agrèéd that an sl'lligh-

tened and articulate publie opinion 'Would, more- than mest

other things. help the world successfully te emerge f'rom its

crisis of Ulany years standing. But in Mexico there does not

exist" nor has, there ever ex.1sted, an Inst!.tution for .th

specific purpose ·of e�atlng that opiniQn and keeping it inrormeà

thrcmgh l.ectures and publie dlscUßs!ons. teaching and rttsearch ..

the publication ot books and: journals .. eto.

2. In Mexico there occur the cUl'.lous -not to say

pathetic- ph ncunenon of' the average eitlzen who. while anxâeus

to know what ls going on In th ... world, neither knows how to

obtain the necessary information nor who ean furniSh it. In

Mex.1co int l'national iSSUêS are not d,1scus_d in parliamentJ

the Rinlstry ot":;F.orelgn At£alrs" by natl;lre,tL,makes v ry little

information available to thé public; and the press is déplorabll1

detieient in comments (if' not in new ) on the major internatio­

nal problemS. It Will suttle to mention that Excelsior.,. Ne­

xicó's 'most Imp:ortant da:117 new8paper, ha . only one comt'Dentattlr'

on international ,sf'talrs on its. permanent ·staff, and the poSS.1..,
.,

billty of hIs specializing may be judged by the fact that he

ls. at the same time, t.ne only book critic. Exeelslor 1s there­

fore obliged ttl sa.ttery its rea4.rs hy reprinting editorials

ter the North American publio by such columnists as Lippman or

Dorothy Thompson.
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3. Th result of this situation 18 that the, Seere­

tat'i1at of Foreign Affairs I'ecru1ts personnel for 1ta fwè1gn

service by _aM or a system o-r examinations which it gives

in aeeordance with qUJ stlonnairés drawn up by its own staff for

each subject. The xai'lJlnat1ons ccv r subject.s such a.s iuter-
I .

J. national law publio ami private, ,constitutiQnal and ad�1.tra-
,

� t.1ve law, wôrld and Mexican histO'ry. ge:Ggraphy� ;$conomles, eM.

4. .Another l'eoault of this situation Should be

pointed out: esrtain c1relés within the llexiean government ar

deepl)' qoncerMd about the faet that at pres nt there �s not
. �-�

a. aingle Ott1fltal of ,
tXidan nationality in the Vnited Nations

Secretariat, which is att lbuted to the lack or an 1nsti-t'lition

to pr.pa�e eand.14ates t:Or thj.8 ld.nd 'Of a posltien.

5. � nacesslty
.

or finding some reme41 to this'

.1tuatlon 1 already beginning to be: elèavlY dèmonstrated •. In

the last year. three young men -intelligent_. sineere and
_

inadêquately trained- have e:�ne cl writing on international

questions for the daily newspapers Exc�1.$1or án"d 'tt.!8dafE!!.. In

spite Gf th Ir' laek of preparation, they hay -ènJoyed a dispro­

pertlcna.te $Uc�eS$#, whiCh can only be _plained by the publiO's

dettJand tor this tyPé of reading material. The Se'c:retariat of

Foreign Affair$. tor 1t part # ha recently appointed él Commis­

sion c:emposed of specially qualified :foreign ·service ofticers

and professor. of the Mexiean National VnlversltYl and it has

entrust" te this commission tqe task .or r vising th . Foreign

sel"V:1ce� law, ill partlCt11ar the recruiting system, namely, the

preparation to be exp�ote" of the candidates and where this

3
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oon.e:erned about the need to train young people tor suceesstut

participation ln 1ftternat1onal organ1zatlon ..

6. .It may be stated tha.t this situation eltt.ta to'

vary-ing degrees in each and every Ia'tln A_ric-an ceuntr,. � Ar.-
\

.' .

.

sentina. is éxeeptûmal w1t;h the da11,. new$_p�lI".!!. p�� . Bra-

ail. s.eel:tt'e 1n the great tradition
-

01" its Ita_rat!. s:eetned,­

until a t�w years. ag-é>" Uf'Ja.�are of an,y need to t"tnd new pars_riel·

.

recruitment pr�dur-e.s -f'ot-;, its tórel91 $e�1c-.,but today- 1$ -Is 'o.

cQlrmlOnly accepted that the mode�n, wo-rId requires :l)e� _tho4a.-

7. It sums, th&refo:re" nace,ssaey and timely -to

create a eentfR' ot international stuties to satisfy th requl ...

�œnt -of#: it not all the latin American eèulÍ'tr1e$:t at least

the eight or ten most lmpo-rt&nt. withDut, .natura11y .. exclûön,g

any country" �e experience of an lost!tutlon like the CIMlA;
, .

(Cent.er ôr- tatin A-merlcan ffonetavy Stu.d1e,B,l� :whieh has received

Foundation aid .and which has exis-ted t'Ct'" seven Y'è!U·S Is

encouraging,

II. NA'tfmE OF TIm CENTER

1. «.rhe center of IRternatiena1 Studies might have

these aetiv1ties.

a) 'rhe: tirst_ in ordoer cf ti .¥ by reason .of baing the

etude' t" would be the creation o� a very important sectJ.on

wlt-hin thé librarY' of -�m -ColegiO de .x1eo 4è4.1èated to

per1od1eal publication -='-both 9r�t!1al and prlvate--" ot books

and-'documentá,.' wh.1�h would, of' course.,. be available to the

general reader and which would serve as a basts .£01" teaching

(j
I
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and re$earch ..

b) The immédiate organiza.tlon of l&ctures and .short

eourses open to the gEtneral puhlle. which would serve to

publicize this new and speoialized institution.

e} The mos:t difficult activity t'a organize 18_. surely.

that of t_ching and research.

1. Ya! .
o"r S�ent

a) Be ah_Id èertâ1nly be a graduate s,tuâ:.n't; bût he may

havé only Il baenerlar t$ degr:$a (in philosophy, OP the $cela.l

$Clanees) or a maâtela tiegree (in arta, politicel acienees.

eccnomios or law).

b) .He ah1.)�d be sutfle1ltnt17�a�l'fl.lti1nted w1.th the EngliSh

language to be able no't only te rea4 but to uncterstan4 oral

explanations and to express himself -verbal.Iy or 1n writlftg­

be it Imperfectl3'.

e) Students may b. recruited. from .Argentina., Brazil., Co­

lombia. Chile"
.

·xt.co. Peru and lruguay. although alw ya

keepin.g ,open the possibility o:f .anatates being J¡1Pésented by

ven the smal1.est e�untles. �e Oent.li" would be willing to

11 tell to sugg-es.tlol'ls from the univ&I'.sity authortties 'Of" each

oountrY' and trom the ministFtes of Forelgi1 Affaus; but the

final decision in the _electien of the scholarShip student

should be leEt entirely' to the ee.ter. se that they may be

.chosen sel 11' tor eademie rèasons and not by pol1tical or

personal recommendations.

2. Natur.. ot thé, Teaehing

a) It is, of course" adv1sabl to compare the experience
6
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ot .tour or t1v-e European and North AmEtr1:can institutions 'tIhieb
'

haVE! �elallHà in the teaching or international affa1rs}. but

the d.�isive fa.tor should b. the pecûllar ell"eumstan.es or

the Oenterts. ct'ea'-tcD and o.peration •.

b) 1fhe. toll.cwing uggeat1Qus atte only examples or what
.

. .'
. ,The Genter s teaching od r.�earch ..

Should be· .orientated towards contemporary pra'ble.•.• the e -of

today .•,

.

This means d,oing awaY' with tradltitmal coursas sueh $.:$

EUr:ope's batanee of power aft.er the fall fit N'alUtlefll1'•. or even

Subj eta· as reaent .as Bisœrklan d1plomac3 and "l'O" '$ balan".•
',1,

'Of' power. A course on the, hlstl:J17 of the Bt-itlsb �ire or the

colon1zation or Africa should be discarded and suDs.t1tutet1 by

courses t"f!tferring to the present state Qr the' 8l"1tiah eo_on­

wealth or Africa's nationalist movements.

S. Nonetheless. rècogn1z.1ng the fact that no earl­

temporary s1tuatton can be explained without knowing $-omething

about the preceding situations a.nd problems, it is pt"oposed

that the teaching of contemporary' internat.1onal proble.$be

introduced by condensed and intensive courses oD.the h1$t�

.ot ecuntrles til' regions. For example, prior to a possible

G'ó\lrse on preô'6:nt-day India and its immediate International

future, théri should be pNsented a very compact eon!'se on the

history of' Indian civiliza.tion and. ëultur·e. Aaother cowse on

Atr1ean e1vi112iatl(1)D$ should precede courses en Arr1_n

nátionallst movements and the economic and political problem

which they create •.

a) This criterion, striotly speaking. should be adopted.

even in the Cäs-e' of teaehing and �tud31ng such s,l'Plrent.ly more

wel1-kttöwti subjects as- the United states, England" Western
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Europe or latiR Ameriea. It it 1. reealled that no SChOol 1n

Mexico 8ither teae-hes or stu41es tbe h1.8tory ot the 1Jnlted

States. it ean be ea 117 understood why a general but substan:-'

tial oourse OQ the hlstœ'7 01" 'thê United States should be given

in orde� to be qualified te explain :.totems.tional problems r ...

lattve to the tJnltet1 States or to_y.

b) � dominatl»g Ori.ter1en of a.tualit., woul4 Nsult .'

in giVing Q_ proml_at pla_ ta the tUdl' oC tne Soviet tJ.aiem•

•hi-eh wou14 not occur Weft the teaehing' to be organized alou'g .

tradttiona! h1stoñeal ltnea.. Conver_17. a. historical' stud�'

0.1' 19th een1mPy iRtemat:bmal affairs would have to give- Austria

£ln importance wh1eh it neither ha toda)" lier will have' ln the

immedtate tilturê.. ttk-ewlae. international a_neies al'ld múlt!­

lataral diPloma.,. will figure s1gn;if'lœ-ntly In teaching prQ-- .

grams.

d) Another résult is that t.he protéss�S who give certahi

eour8e$ should_. WMrc!tveJ:l practical. belong to t.he nationality

o£ the area .undep· d1seus:slon. 'Ätt":JJDg11sh or a Hortb A_ri_n

prof.seOir might œ invited to give the course on In4ials hlste­

ry ot oivilization ami eultUJ;'é·, but an Indian professor is

prefer ble for the course on cOfItemporary Indian probl.... be

they p&lltlea.t.. ccmém1c 'Or cultural. Although an EngI1 h

professor like Bregan might b eonsidere.d fop the explanation,

of eontetnp:cra:ey pt'$'b1ems in thé United" Statea. a Nt):tth A_r'1can

pro.t'e$'sGr should be chosen.-

IV. MANNER CF OPEltAIfION

1. students

a) A small and. limited grôup'should be formed of firteeft
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or twenty' students from the principal Ie tin A_r1ean coun�l(fs.

ö) ;TheY' Should all be elected after a sorupulou&

eantinatlon ot their personal background and a. comparlSion cf

their qualifications with oth.,r eandlàates from their ewn-add

othèr oountries.

e) They would be co_ited to devoting all th 11" time to

.�. tudy and it w�ld be un.rstood. that the Cënter reserveS' th."
,-..

.

, right to eanee1, at any moment, a student·. $Cholarsld.p 11' hi

1,s f'o�nd responsible for ùnaat1stac1f¡Qey work. This tull .. t1.mf;f

,and exclusive dedication to stuâ'Y would· be CDmpensated for .'tty "

giving the student a ae.holarship pérmitt1ng him, to live modestl,

but without mater:1al dis'oomfort.· ''th.e schol_r&hipS will be

granted: fi>r a year, but w�1.th the- understan41ng that théy would.

be. rene-wed for tw-o more one-year periods until the conclu$i_

ot' th st.udy e1cle.

d) An additional stimulus 'might be ofl"ered to the outs­

tanding stu4entß, of the gr:oup: a tavé'1; fe.llowship tihieh would

pe.!'m!t them ta go to the country or rég10n in whieh they

speeialized.. visit its institutLons and _ke QOnta4t :with the

p.raQns they consider most Int�résting.

2. Professor$

a) Except for courses en politieal science, int.mational

law and tnt l'national organizations, and latin Americ&ra

gecgN1f)hy and histor'Y I the prcfessor�l should be brought t'rtm

abroad. '.f:hey would be offf!fr'd the-ir travel exp nses and .a

sa lary ,adequate to their maintaining In *xieo a living starniàrd

a1milá·r to that which they enjoyed in their own country. Tbey

would be e{)ntraeted, brQadly speaking", ror a emestar or an

academic yeâtt, so that they would autually be visiting and not

�rmanent professors.

ô



.-
�

- 8 ...

3 ., »ire-o \1,on

a) The Director ot the Center would be the pèrtiànent
.

èlement of union and super-/lslon ,a,nd he should. be: cMtraeted:·

tor il minimum or three years, with the understan41ng t_hat hec

4evote all his time ßo the institution. In Mexl4JQ th'eI"e ar$

at least four possfble candidates for this post who would

appear to guarant�e the success et the undertaking.

4. Cost

a) In -ord.er te give an ids.a ot the possible coat ot tbts

experiment, it may be advisable to make an initial and very

l'Qugh estima te� whioh is as f'ollows:

Purchase of books" Journals and - ..

documentary material, Initial eXpèn8e .. .. .

• • It! • .- •. 46�G8Q
.

69,120··. .. . . .. . . .

'.t'ravel expenses. .. •
-

..- ., .. ., .. .. ., . .. _- .. .. .. . .24,000

• 149.�OO�

q



11.- La Filosofía
_� ·<1-:;50 •

1) En la rama de filosofía. parece que la labor de preparación no es

por ahora urgente en la capital del país; pues existe, a más de un buen

número de maestros maduros (Gacs, Ramos. García JIayneß, �te .. ), 'Wl grup-o

de jóvenes inte11gEJDtes, bien preparados Y' que, en su. mayoría, han pasado

inclusive por la experiencia de viajar y estudiar en el extranjeroe Algu­

nos da estos j6venes no han tenido oabida en la Univél<isidad, y si entl'an

en ella; su carrera tendrá que ser lenta, en parte porque los recursos d�'

la Universidad son limitados, y en parte porque, aun euando no cabe duda

de que estos filósofos son una de las mejores e-spemnzas de �xieo I son

todavía Jóvenes" no han tenido �an expe:rieneia en la ensefianza 'JI su obra

esorlta. es todavía dasproporeionada a sus œrito$ "5 su rlGm}:xre.

2) Por otra parte. ha, en las universidades de prOVincia una falta

oompleta de profésores de filosoría,. con La circunstancia desafortunada

de que algunas de ellas (las de Nuevo te6.n, ,atlana3uato "1 Guadalajara .. por

ejemplo' han creado recientemente faoultades de filosofía ,}l letras sin te­

lUll" el profesorado adecuado nl habe'r hecho pi��);:� para. asegurarlo .. se co-

rre entoMesl, el riesgo de que. una rei'orma bien intenoionada fracase en bre....

ve, aplazándose as! el desarrollo de la filosofía en todo el pats ..

1) El Colégio de .•xleo cree que podría prestar �un sEtrv1eio eficaz'

a las htuœ,nidades en Mlxieo 151 se encarga de estud.iar la.s n.O$sidadas de

esas universidades de provincia y l.os deséos de estos j6venes filósofos,

a. tin de que vayan a J)t"estar temporalmente sus servicios en ellas eon pro­

vecho propio y de las institu01011EtS que sirvan"

/Û
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2) No valdría la pena. sin embargo, hacer est experiménto si a li ...

mitara. a la t"ilosotí'a. p¿8.br!a que ampliarlo o. las otras doe ramas prine!­

palits de las humanidades, las letras y la historia" pueù la.s necesidades

d las. uniVél"s1dades de provina1a son iguales en cuanto a éstas. Este se­

ría el primer proyeoto que presentaría El eol gio de aeuerd-o con el Anexo

l.

IV ..... Las Letras

1) La parte débil del proy eto anterior es la sección de Letras, pues

en este campo no ha habido casi renovaci6n en México. en los últimos veillt

o vel0f:1c1nco aí10S<3 Por eso no sólo eonviene# sänc qu urge" emprend r

una obra «nérgiea de preparación de profesores Et investigadores.. El Cole­

gio, n rigor" hizo un primer esfuerzo y pt*�isalIl'Emte con la ayuda de la

FundaOión" � ese esfuerzo qued6 un grupo reducido de j6venes talentosos,

diligentes#: Que trabajan para mant ner la Nueva R vista de Filo10g:{� lU!'....

pán1e� y flue siguen estudiando y comparando sus progresos en r :unto es

senanar1as de seminario ..

2} Bu preparación GS .. sin embargo. incompl$ta, y en todo caso, no se

ha llegado al sistema. necesario para preparar nueves elementos, que los

hay y estin deseosos de encontrar un sitio propicio para haa r de las le­

tras su vOèac1.6n profesional definitiva. Para acometer esta empresa impor­

tant y urgente, El Colegio presenta un segundo proyecto en el Anexo 2.

v.- La B1ßtoria

1) En materia do historia El Colegio presentó. y la Fundaci6n aprobó,

un proyecto de investigación sobre Loealizaei6n l. Estimaeioo de l�f! Fuentes

/1
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� la. Historia Contewporánea. !!! .. 'xieo" que se iniciará: el 1 da julio

da 1851,. que concluirá el 30 de junio de 1959. En 1 tl'abajar�n tma.tro

graduados de El Colegio de �X1ce$ mientras algunos otros saldrán al ex­

tranjero a redondear su preparación.

2) No parêce; pues� prudente iniciar nada nuevo mientras no se oon$

cluyan la pub11eae16n de la Historia Moderna de .!I'-x$.!e, y el proyeoto d.

las FUentes � lä Historia Conte!po�ne�. No obstante. si. como es de

.

esperarse, los resultados de las [Uen�e! son satisraator1os. desde ahora

puede pensarse en crear pat'a 1959 un Seminario de Historia e ntemporánea

de México cuyo objetivo s-ería investigar. redactar y publicar la historia

de México de 1911 ti 1950.. Este pr1>yecto se beneficiarta de la exp rieneia

lograda en el Seminario de Historia JIoderna de México y de lo- resultados

del estudio sebre las Fuentes; POl"' consign! nte, habría que darle dade

un principio las proporciones n cesarias: su costo sería considerable, y

habría que hacer la provls16n de tondos para p.r!odos de elneo afios y no

de dosl'

3) Una variante muy i,mportante podría se1la.larse desdé ahora para

subrayar el interés del proyecto. En Estados Unidos sobre todo, pero tam­

bién en dos o tres países latinoamérieanos y en '�aneiaj el estudio de la

historia contemporánea de ltixico se ha convertido en una verdad ra. (¡¡tspe ....

elalldad" y por eso eabr!a pensar 51 el proyectado Seminario del Colegio

de _xl¢cO no pOdría. convertirse en un lugar de trabajo qu atrajera por

igual a mexicanos y extranjeros.

1) Quizás la ralta má� sens1bl qu se advierté en el ouadro de las

inst1tue1on s educativas d México $S un centro ágil, vivo,. que enseñe

la hi toria y los problemas del mundo de nuestros días. Asombra qu
. no ha ....
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ya habido jamás una t'tsouela en Máxioo donde s en eñara alguna vez un cur­

so. por sup�rtie1al que sea, sobre la civ11i�ae16n de China o Jap6n. d 1

Asia SUdoriental, de la India o del ttadio Ol?ientat .. Tampoco se ha enseñado

la d Estados Unidos, y los oursos de historia da la América Latina no pue­

den ser œs superficiales Cie lo que son. Y si esto pasa con la historia

-al tin una disciplina tradicional en Ilb:1co-, ¿qué podrá <18011'5 de la

polítita, de la eeonom!a y de la sociedad de esos países? No paree. que

pueda haber una sola raz6n que r tarde por má:s tiempo la creac1ón de un ee!J

tro de Estudios de esta naturaleza, pues, por una parte, las comunicaciones

modernas han encogido al mundo a un grado en que es físicamente imposible

ignorar lo Que pasa Em el llamado :Lejano Gr1 nte, y que para
,

ico, _por

aierto, es un Oee1dente bastante c()'l"'Canc; y por otra parte" es incuestio­

nable que la presenela de es gran grupo de países pesa cada vez más ell el

mundo, d modo que no puad ser ya indiferente la suerte que corra Ind0ne-

1l!!1a, la India o Fakistán, Egipto o el Líbano.,

2) Por supuesto que esta s1tuaci6n de ignorancia o indiferencia no es

privativa de -'xieo, sino dé toda la Am!riea latina,. sin axeepe1én alguna ..

y hay que eonvenir tambIén en que -oon la excepción de Estados Unidos­

estos nuevos países que nosotros ignoramos. nos ignoran a nosotros en

igual grado" Se comprende que a todos Intèresa salir de esta ignorancia

general y ree!proea.. El plan destinado a remediarla aeaeo podría contar"

no sólo eon la simpatía y la ayuda dé
. '.xieo y d Estados Unidos" sino eon

la de los principal s paíSés de- la Aroér1ea latina y de Asia 71 Afr'Íca del

Norte ..

3) La idea sería crear en el Colegio de México un e ntDo dé Estudios

Inte:rnaelonal�s al que acudieran j6ven a beearios de :México y de sais u

echo pa:!ses de là. América Latina (Brasil. 'ttruguay # Argentina� Chile, 'erú,

y Colombia, per jemplQ). en grupos d' diez a quince, y que estudiar!&ll

en el Centro durant· tres afios eont.ínuosö Al cabo de ellos -es de espe:-

/3
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rars&- p'odrán ganaI'se la vida coee periodistas, profesores, rllnoiouario�

de organIsmos internacionales" c como m1ambros del s rvic10 exterior de

sus respectivos países. El Centt"à tendría ad más una actividad extra-escc­

lar que creal'a una op1n100 p1.iblfoa ilustrada acerca d.e stas cuestiones

internacionales, y d&bez:t{a intentar cuanto a.ntes la pUblieación de una. re·-­

vista trimestral como medio ,de &xtenàer ,su obra a ,todoS los países de la

América Latina, de publicar colaboraaiones de los países que 11ame.remos

unuêvos" y sf!t�1r de medio de eanj$ para asegu:rar publleaclon s éxt:ranJe­

ra.s slmilax'es '"'

4) Un proyecto de eßta naturaleza exigé nee.sarlamente I'eeursos eco ....

nómicos èUa.�tlf}sOS (un eileulo mu1 gureso indica Ulla crif'Pa 4. 35#<000 d6-

lares anual a) � ,orque se trata de traér a _"ieo b"carios de unos seis

países de la. A�r1ca La.tina. porque todo.$ los profesores -exceptuando los

encargados de l�s curSes de historia contemporánea 4ê'�1eo "I d,e América

Latina- tenàr!an que venir del extranJel"'o, y porque habría qu
..

pttnsar en

un plall d. nueve aBos para c';rear tres grupo.s de graduados (1959-61..- 1960...

62 y 1961-63). In t'in, por tratar·s& dé una empresa enteramente nueva, se

necesitarla prinCipiar d.esde el principio: por ejemplo, habrá qu .. crear

una biblioteca" sin la cual, por supuesto". el proye¢to nO pOdría mar.,har ..

5) Es de suponer; sin mbargo, que el proy&eto pueda contar con ron­

dos dé Eatados Unidos ']/' México y de todos o los principales paises int -

rèsado·s. Habrá qu confiar) por ejémpl0, .u que 'e'1 gobierno y las univer­

sidades de Estados Unidos,. Jap6n, Filipinas. Indonesia. India, Pakistáll,

etc ".i pue<.lan obseQ1l1ar al Centro publicaciones ofiCiales, libros y revis­

tas, qU$ alivien el costo dé crear una biblioteca" de mantenerla al 41:a.

Es de ésperar� tambitn 'que, si el px-oye�to d. spierta bastante inter's,

algunos de les palses sudamericanos pUèdan 'N quiêran sufragar todos o

parte de los gastos de sus r speetlvos becarios. y es de esperarse, en

J4
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tin, que paises como la India o Japón puedan costear todos o parte de los

gastos de los profesores suyos que vengan a M6.xlco fi servir algdn curso,

as! eOß� ofrecer bolsas de viaje a los estudiant·s sobresalientes.

6) Lo importante por ahora es' que la Fundaci�n :resuelva 51. en prin ...

cipis" le interesa explorar las posibilidades '3 costo del p%"oyeeto, que

en cuanto al Colegio, se tiene ya la s guridad de su interés y de una apor

tae1ón ecoIl6m1óa mèdesta en r&laei6n al costo tetal" pero importante ·dados

sus re�urses. (se piensa en una suma de 10,000 dólares anuales para un pe­

ríodo de nueve aftas.)

7) Sl la rundae:16n resuelve que, en prlne1pio" le interesa ·explorar

las posibilidades Y' cos to d 1 proY'ecto, par ee Que IDS sigu1entes pasos

serían:

al Que la. Pundae16n ponga en contacto a ï, COlegio de _xico �on

alguna.s instituciones de Estados Unidos y de Ew:�opa. que tengan experien­

cia en esta. clase de empresas, para establecer euaneo antes un posible

programa de los curees Y' otras actividades del Centro" así como la natura­

leza. y magnitud de la biblioteoa;

b) Aprovechar el viaje dé Daniel Cosío Villegas al Asia ... LeJa­

no y Cercano Orientll, para explorar la naturaleza y grado de eooparación

de los principales países que Visite;

c) Idea.r la t'arma dft haee� una exploraci6n semeJan.te en los

principales países de la. Amtfrica Latina.

/s



!£Ol'e4:to .4.!. ,Préstam" ß!.....PrQt!,sore.s de Humanidades a

�s !fn1ve:rsidade�, de lTovinelt!,

9 Prot-esol:'$S li $240 Qadt. unD
Para la oompra d.e liaros J' revistas

For t:res dos

A ea:rgo de la �daQ18D

1 eal'go U'n.1vers1dad�s Provln(¡lia

$ 26,lM

$ {8,)00

• 52,200

$ 26,100

1 Fl"'ofesor, jetlit cie la Secc1cSn
2 Profesores visitantes (2 mese's eada UftG)
3 Il:J'vest1gadol-"es _Jores
4- Estudiantes avanAdos
4. E.·.stu41antes.2riDctp.:tantestastos dé viaje

Libros ., �v1stas

Costo. anual

$ 3,,840
1.,28€1
5#760·
2�S6ê
2,304
3.JOGO
2,0,00

$ 21,064

• 6,,·192

$ 42,128

• 21,064

Costo por tres aftés
A
Ii cargo 4:e la Fuadaei&m

A cargo del Colegio



Mr� Charles B. Faha
The Rockefeller Foundation
49 West 49th Street
New York 20, N. Y.
U. S. A.

Dear Faha:

Your good letter of July 26�
/-

I could, of eourse$ give you some personal
views 1n regard to El COlegio de Mexico, but I wondered
whether they could be of any service since I am not 8.

party in this question, having no authority or even a

nexus beyond El Colegio a.dministering y'our grant-in aide
to El Seminario de Historia Moderna de ��x1co.

Trying to be useful, I tried to get Don Alfon­
so's vleils, but I failed r1rst because I had to go to

lecture t-o Guadala.jara and then because Don !\lfonso is

now out of town, apparently for qui te a while e

I think that under the circumstances the best

thing for you would be to write Mr. Reyes aSking hirn

directly and fra.nkly whether El Colegiatg Governing Board

or Mr .. Reyes himself have some reason to avoid or to refuse
the Foundationts collaboration. The fact that you are

already preparing your anrual trip to Mexico and your
experience for the last three or four years would seem to

warrant such a queat:ton.

I hope your secretary saved for you the copy of

my last book, Estados Unidos contra Porfirio Díaz, which

I sent while you were abroad. Ï àlso hope that you wl1l

shortly receive a copy or volume III of Historia Jloderna
de México in which you may see three new young historians
Cômlng out with extensive and. convincing warkSe

With best wishes�

Daniel Cosía Villegas

DCV:meh.-
(I
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•••Must I give up any possibility of developing a project by which
we might contribute to more effective long-term development fcrthe
Colegio? Or is there some line of approach which I have not had the
imagination to see and which might lead to more productive results?
Don Alfonso has always been most cordial and friendly, and if I have
not had from him proposals on which I could act here I have had to
assume that this was because of difficulties at his end of which
I am only partially aware. I do not wish to press for projects which
do not seem desirable or feasible from the Mexican end. On the other
hand, I would not wish to have opportunities missed simply because
of misunderstanding on my part. If you can give me any advice it
will be much appreciated.

I have just had a letter from Savoie Lottinville in which
he speaks most appreciatively of your help to him in Mexico City.
We owe you our thanks as well.

(J._ �Q.Á_ L3 � �(_t--� \ .à;�l
-------

fLv�«�r���.

=.
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

THE HUMANITIES CABLE ADDRESS:

CHARLES B. FAHS, DIRECTOR
JOHN MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE DIn.ECTOR

ED\YARD F. U'ARMS, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

CHADBOURNE GILPATRIC, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

ROBERT W. ]ULy 1 ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE:

COLU:'-'IBUS 5-8l00

October l, 1956

Dear Don Alfonso:

I am now thinking once more of a winter trip to Mexico.
According to present plans, I expect to arrive in Mexico on the evening
of December B and to stay until the 18th. I hope to be accompanied by

� Dr. J� Harrison who is Join1ng our staff this fall and will be
concerned particularly with Latin America.

Ever since our discussions last January, I have had very much
on my mind the question of future help to the Colegio de N€xico. Since
I have not heard from you, however, I have had the impression that there
are problems in this connection which were either unforeseen when we

talked or else which I did not at that time understand. I have no reason,
of course, to press for any action which seems inopportune to you, and
the question does not need to come up during my visit this winter unless
you want it to. If, however, there are any aspects of the problem which
you want me to look into, any advance word which you can give me would
be of assistance in making preparations here.

With best personal regards to you and your wife.

Sincerely,

.�

,q



M&xicO, n; '., October 9. 1956.

Dr. Charles B. Fans; Director,
Division of Humaniti�s.
The Rockef�ll$� Foundation,
49 West 49th Street.
New York 20, N. !.
Y. S. A.

Dear Dr. Fahsr

I am happy to hear that you are coming down to Mexi- ,

co once more. accompanied by Dr. John.P. Harrison, concern
ed particula.rly with Latin America�

1. want to thank you for your unfai.ling interest in
El Oolegio, and I shall be delighted to submit to you some

plans of coopera.tion bet-v.reen our two institutions when you
are here in 1<1ex1oo.

With best personal regards to you and you!' wife,

Sincerely yours,

Altonso Reyes.

ÄB/ja.
fO



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

THE HUMANITIES CABLE ADDRESS:
CHARLES n, FAHS, DIRECTOR
JOHN' MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

EDWARD F. D'ARl\lS, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

CHADBOURNE GILPATRIC, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
ROBERT W. JULY, ASSISTAr-;T DIRECTOR

ROCKFOUND, NEW YOlU.:

TELEPHONE:
COLUMBUS 5·8100

November 211 1956

Dear Don Alfonso:

According to present definite plans, I shall be in
Mexico again from December 8th t� .l§lll_and, shall be staying
at the Hotel Reforma •. As�I wrote you, I shall be

accompanied, this time by � J"ghn P. Harrison, who has recently
joined our staff in Humanities. and. will be. particularly con­

cerned with Latin America. Needless to say, I should like to
call to pay my personal respects and also, to talk about such
matters as you may wish to bring up.

Would it be possible for you to get in touch with
Dr. Dorothy Parker (telephone number" Mexico City 11-71-,1) .� S .. O S'. ::; 2-

�£'é';heñ�-e'1fii-gbt"'15�"'cônVeni:è'n�"''!or'''''�yoû' to' häve' US�' -\ "'_

call? As in previous years, I am asking her to help to .�{, <,<·Le t':>JJ II cl {. :t L�� r,
coordinate my Mexican schedule. c< .,j@_-;;;;. ,11.:,;\\ '4"1"

Miss Flora M. Rhind" who as Secretar,y of The
Rockefeller p'oundâ£ioñïiä'Sfö'r some years been one of our
senior officers, will be making her first visit to Mexico
at the same time. She is of. course interested in all phases
of the Foundation's worko Because o.f your long and close
association with. everything humanistic in ,Mexico" I am par­
ticular¡Y interested to have her meet you; and if the time of
our appointment can be. fitted by Dr. Parker into Miss Rhind's

schedule" I shou1d.like,very much to bring her along.

Looking forward to seeing you in Mexico next month,
I am,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
President
El Colegio de Mexico

Durango" 93
Mexico 7, D.F." MEXICO

Copy: Dr. Dorothy Parker

CBF:lk
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