ARCHIVO FERNANDO TORREBLANCA
FONDO ALVARO OBREGON

CONSTANCIA DE RETIRO DE DOCUMENTOS

HEMEROTECA ( X ) MAPOTECA ( ) PLANOTECA ( ) MUSEO ( )
FONDO: 11 SERIE: 030400 GAVETA: 18
EXPEDIENTE: 655 LEGAJO: 1/1 INVENTARIO: 2671

NOMBRE DEL EXPEDIENTE: PRENSA: NEW YORK TRIBUNE, THE

N° DE FOJAS: 1 FORMATO: 44cm x 55 cm
LUGAR: Nueva York, N.Y., E.U.A. FECHA: Septiembre 19, 1920
PLANERO: 1 CAJON: 1 FOLDER: 26

DESCRIPCION: BARONI, Aldo. "Says General Carranza took the kaiser as a model;
italian writer predicts peaceful future for Mexico. Provisional President declared to
have been personally honest but too ambitious”". THE NEW YORK TRIBUNE. Nueva
York, N.Y., E.U.A. Septiembre 19, 1920. 12 plana. En este articulo hace un balance
del gobierno de Carranza y de las primeras acciones de gobierno de Adolfo de la
Huerta.




MAGAZINE

and

BOOK SECTION

MAGAZINE

and

BOOK SECTION . |

PART VII

TWELVE PAGES

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1920

PART VII

TWELVE PAGES

Says Genera

Italian Writer Predicts

Provisional President Declared to

Have Been Personally Honest
but Too Ambitious

Aldo Baroni, the Italian journalist

and writer of \this article, has an

intimate knowledge of Mexican poli-
tics and of the prominent men of
that republic. Baroni accompanied
Carranza when he left Saltillo, rais-
ing the banner of protest against the
crime of Victoriano Huerta, and
traveled in the Presidential convoy
until it was disbanded at Aljibes. It
wa3 Baroni’s pen that wrote the
Plan of Guadeloupe, which formed
the basis of the great revolutionary
movement of 1918; end with the
sanie pen the members of the Con-
stituent Assembly of Queretaro
signed the Constitution of 1917,
which now 18 the Qasiq law of the
Mexzican Republic.  Signor Baroni
wds in New York recently en route
to Europe on a mission for the Mexi-
can government.

By Aldo Baroni

N VENUSTIANQ CARRANZA’S
I bedroom—a room as severe and
as cold as the character. of its
occupant—there were two strik-
ing details which confirmed the opin-
ion I had formed of him during the
early months of his campaign
against Huerta in 1913—a portrait
of Emperor William, the theatrical
and tragic Hohenzollern, and an un-
derlined phrase on page 58 of the
last book he read before leaving his

home never to return.

/s

The work was The Life of Au-
gustin de Iturbide, Emperor of Mex-
ice, which lay open on the table at
his bedside, with the thin light of
the lamp softened by the green shade
which guarded his slumbers; and
the phrase, to judge by the much be-
thumbed appearance of the page,
which evidently impressed him most
was that “between the ambitious
heights of the dream of empire and
its realization there is mothing but
the precipice of ruin,”

A Dictator’s Character

The location of the portrait of the
woodchopper of Amerongen in the
place of honor in his bedroom be-
tokened his unyielding obstinacy of
will, while the phrase quoted,
doubtless read and reread in the
lonely watches of the night when
face to face with his conscience,
clearly showed that Carranza had
all the characteristics of a dictator
anG was resolved to achieve victory
or to face death in the supreme ef-
fort of his life. This obstinacy, this
ill-concealed ambition, were the
forces that impelled him to the wig-
wam of Tlaxcalantongo, where hemet
his fate, as I had foreseen in what
now may be called prophetic articles
contributed by me to various papers
in 1913 and 1915.

Venustiano Carranza undoubtedly
had exceptional qualities, a distin-
puished figure, possessed of a re-
fined personal sense of honor, ex-
treme tenacity of purpose, with a
profound knowledge of the psychol-
ogy of his people and a feeling of
respect for national dignity exalted
to a degree where it became almost
a menace to the material welfare of
his country. But all these admir-
sble traits were overshadowed by
the glaring defect of consummate
vanity which cansed him to glory
in the photographic reproductions in
the press of the smallest incidents
of his daily life. And it was this
highly developed sense of personal
conceit, partly hidden by the out-
ward simplicity of a gentleman
farmer, that caused him to admit to
1is intimate circle only those who as-
sented to his views and pleased him
with their continual flattery.

Argument a Disgrace

To argue with Carranza was to
all into disgrace. For that reason,
me by one, the better element in
1is entourage separated from him
ind his government, so that, toward
he end, instead of having trusted
ounsellors at his side, he was sur-

rounded mostly by political adven-
turers who subordinated national to
personal interests.

There was one exception, Luis Ca-
brera, whose apparent geniality was
merely a cloak to his bitterness of
character and perversity.

Indeed, it seems incredible that
with his immediate associates com-
posed, in great part, of persons of
scant intelligence and even scantier
honesty, the fall of Carranza, whose
personal honor was always beyond
question, could have been avoided
until so recent a date as that tragic
May 21 of the present year.

The phenomenal Barragan might
be conceivable as the henchman of
a Rosas or a Melgarejo, both bar-
barians, but his masquerading as
the counterpart of a decadent
Roman emperor beside the noble fig-
ure and the superior intelligence of
Carranza is unthinkable. Barragan
is the handsomest man in the world,
according to Blasco Ibéiiez, who vis-
ualized Mexico through the tales
and jokes of the canteens and by
piecing tog'ethervfragments of stories
of alleged atrocities; but that meth-
od of describing a country is mere-
ly defamatory and equivalent to fur-
nishing a description of the United
States obtained from a study of the
caricatures of the press, and that
is what the author of The Four
Horsemen of the Apocalypse gave in
his elementary articles on Mexico.

Author’s Imagination

His comparison of Barragan’s ap-
pearance with the classic type of
garcon coiffeur and of the conven-
tional vendor of “ladies’ accessories”
is but a flight of the author’s exag-
gerated Southern imagination. Bar-
ragan is good looking and intelligent
to a mediocre extent, for every qual-
ity in that bombastic individual,
whom they call “the little Presi-
dent,” is lamentably mediocre. How
could such a youth, without moral-
ity, talent or personal worth, become
the arbiter of the internal policy
of Mexico, or govern Carranza so
completely as to secure unlimited
power and become the Mazarin of
his government?

I was able, on a former occasion,
to account for the exaggerated au-
thority of Barragan during the last
days of Carranza’s stay at the cap-
ital. Little by little every one final-
ly deserted the President. A most
horrible loneliness surrounded the
man who had reached the height of
power and had controlled the most
powerful army ever possessed by
Mexico. - Only a few followers re-
mained at his side in those days and
slept with him in the palace; and
it was when I saw these last sup-
posed loyal adherents pass by in re-
view that I realized how imminent
was the catastrophe. They reclined
on the soft, velvety rugs of the din-
ing room and on the divans of the
Turkish salon.

Slept in the Palace

Aftér 11 o’clock at night the ele-
gant salons became transformed into
dorngtories and there I used to see,
clad in pajamas, arranging their beds
with blankets and coverings, those
men who had urged Carranza to the
disastrous decision of fomenting an
artificial candidacy. And among
these later paladins of the Carranza
régime, many of whose faces bore
evident traces of terror and
almost all of whom had become dis-
tinguished chiefly through robbery,
Barragan played on with an assump-
tion of childlike innocence, perform-
ing the tricks of a naughty school-
boy and declaring with wonderful
cynicism that it would suit him if
the revolution triumphed, because
then he could go and spend his mil-
lions in Paris.

He kept a daily account of the
sales he effected and of sums drawn
on foreign banks. In the mean time
telegrams were coming in rapid suec-

cession, all exposing the terrifying
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ENORA ADOLFO DE
LA HUERTA, wife of.
Mexico’s Provisional Prest-
dent, and their two children

growth of an armed rebellion; but
far from being disconcerted by the
increasing difficulties of the situa-
tion,” Barragan continued to main-
tain ‘his unseemly attitude, and on
the very eve of the disastrous escape
from the capital he and his cohort
of elegant youths danced and drank
champagne in the cabarets.

During these fatal hours Carran-
za and Barragan had concentrated
all power between them, but as the
end approached  such authority as
remained fell into the gloved and be-
jeweled hands of “the little Presi-
dent,” and whenever it was necessary
for him to give a quick decision on
some urgent matter he had to be
sought either in the houses of his
lady loves or in the places of amuse-
ment where the underworld fore-
gathered.

No Money for His Flight

The revolution was already at the
gates of the capital and arrange-
ments for the journey to Vera Cruz
completed, but “Juanito” Barragan
had not yet delivered to the despair-
ing intendente of the palace either
the funds to provide food for the
Presidential train or the cash or
credit necessary for the intendente
to purchase a loaf of bread or a can
of gasoline.

The trip from Mexico to Aljibes,
organized by Barragan, recalls one
of those described by the eloguent
p‘én of Suetonius, the historian of
the Roman emperors of the deca-
dence. An endless caravan, in which
freely mingled, amid drunken feast-
ing with champagne, depraved wom-
en dressed in silk and batiste and the
shabbily dressed soldiery, the pro-
fessional “Alphonse” and the dis-
couraged hero. To give more color
to the scene there were even two
wiid lions, which Colonel Cantu, pro-
consul of Lower California, had sent
to the favorite, who was as powerful
as a freedman under Caligula or
Nero.

Carranza’s Favorites

Much has been written and will
yet be written about the causes
which brought Carranza to ruin, For

‘'me there is only one cause: Lack of
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LDO BARONI, Italian journalist, who has an intimate
knowledge of Mexican politics and prominent men of

Mexico

faith in mankind and his choice of
the worst of them, because they were
the most flexible, and finally his al-
lowing them to dominate him.
Under Carranza’s rule the most
scandalous fortunes were made, his
favorites having grown rich through
robbery of the coarsest kind and
most injurious to the nation. This
Carranza must have allowed, be-
cause it is impossible that he should
have been ignorant of his favorites’
intrigues, in the hope that he could

thus hold them in his power and |

dominate them, while the result was
that they became possessors of his
will and blinded him by 1'aisin;t'g,r
around him barriers which prevented
him from seeing the real truth.
There in the wigwam at Tlaxcal-
antongo, at the approach of death,
the scales must have fallen from his
eyes and he must have cursed the
names of those who brought him to
his ruin; those who, in order to re-
main in power, invented “civilismo”
(which might have been a good idea
if it had not been presented in a
form so stupidly violent that a revo-
lution became inevitable); and fore-
most among the cursed ones at that
tragic. moment must have been Can-

dido Aguilar, former milkman at
Cordova; “Juanito” Barragan and
the favorites, freedmen and “mi-
gnons.” It will be well if the sad ex-
perience of Carranza, which well-
nigh threatens the republic itself,
should remain in the memory of
future rulers of Mexico so that the
ulcer may be eradicated, represent-
ing those absolute, all-powerful ad-
visers whose attainment of power is
gained only through poverty of in-
tellect and wealness of backbone of
the nominal head of the state.

How Did He Die?

These are the causes which con-
tributed to the ruin and death of
Carranza, There is a veil drawn
over this mystery. How did he die?

The theory of suicide is not in-
credible.
to that effect before Carranza's
death, that the aged First Chief
would have suicide
I
saw him attempt it on various oe-
line before

I maintain, and I wrote

committed
sooner than be taken prisoner.

casions on the firing
abandoning his escort.

But the number of wounds and
the testimony of his attendants ap-
pear to contradict this theory. ' Car-

DOLFO DE LA HUER-
TA, Provisional Presi-
; dent of Mexico

‘ranza perished in a warlike ambus-
cade, the object of which was his
arrest, not his death. Furthermore,
it must be admitted that General

|| of which appeared impossible to

Obregon had absolutely no part
either irf the ‘conception or the ex-
ecution of the scheme. The secre-
taries who accompanied the Presi-
dent, Pedro Gil Farias and Gerzain
Ugarte, assured me on their arrival
in Mexico City that the ‘Jvirords
shouted by the assailants werje “Viva
Pelaez!” and “Surrender, Carranza!
We promise you guaranties.”

It seems strange that cries of
“Surrender, Carranza!” should have
been followed so swiftly by repeated
shots, but these were in reality few,
and were exaggerated by the terri-
fied imagination of Carranza’s at-
tendants; and for those of us who
understand the psychology of those
mounted Indians, who are extreme-
ly primitive, there is no difference
At that
moment, their action of shooting was
automatic, something beyond their
will.

between words and action.

Admits His Mistake
The Carranza régime having col-
lapsed with the death of its chief, |
Mexico found herself face to face |
with terrible problems, the solutiunl

many. The Cassandras of the po-
litical world, to whom I also be-
longed, believed that Gonzalism and
Obregonism  would immediately
break out into hostilities; that Villa,
thanks to this break, would recover
his forces, and that the army, be-
cause there were no funds to get
pay from, would disband, and thus
a period of terrific chaos would com-
mence. Such apprehensions were
very reasonably founded, the result
of a certain logic. But Mexico is
not a logical country, and all coun-
tries formed after her pattern may
and should expect the greatest sur-

prises.

Yilla Surrenders
General Gonzalez, who, according
to historical precedent, should have
assumed power on gaining the capi-

| gaining strength and bade fair to

| policy of President de la Huerta.

to concentrate power in his own

' He wanted to be a man with respect

‘be a Machiavelli and a Frederick

] Carranza Took the Kaiser as a Model:
eaceful Future for N

exi1co

Only Advisers Who Would Flatter
His Vamity for Therr Own
Profit Were Retained

telegraph to the President of the re-
public his desire to retire into pri-
vate life.

The exhausted treasury was re-

defray all the expenses of the bud.
get of state. The disbanding of the
army was being quietly accom-
plished, thousands of soldiers will-
ingly exchanged their arms for the |
plow and renewed hope was stir-
ring in Mexico. A new and unex-
pected position had intervened—the

There is a great belief in Mexico
in strong men, though strong men
have been the ruin of the country.
This is an unquestionable fact, and
yet everybody talks of the strong
man who is indispensable to the sat-
isfactory governing of the country.
The present Provisional President
dispelled the legend that has existed ‘
from time immemorial and which |

has yielded such disastrous results.f
President de la Huerta did not wish
to be a strong man; he had no desire

hands, nor to rule with an iron hand.

for law, but without harshness, and
the result proved that he was right.

Huerta’s Policy
There was another idea in Mexico,
that in- order to govern one had
to be—well, to think “of one thing
and say another, to have a mask
always over one’s face and a glove
over the hand of iron; in short, to

William at once. Sefior de 1a Huerta
wished nothing of the sort. He was
quite the contrary, and he won. He
was sincere, cordial and generous,
and to-day in Mexico, where it is
so difficult to be popular in govern-
ment and worse still at critical mo-
ments, public opinion is unanimous |
in his support.

If the government which is to sue-
ceed him will continue on the lines
drawn by him, in spite of the black-
est apprehensions, which are logical
enough, Carranza’s inheritance will
not, as we feared, be such a Nessus
shirt for Mexico after all. There
are reasons, too, for thinking this.
Indications point to the view that
General Obregon will take advan-
tage of the teaching of the last
régime, and, carrying the memory
of the painful experience of a tem-
pestuous yesterday, he will direct
his policy wisely toward the work of
national reconstruction, which is so
necessary for the restoration of the
exhausted forces of the Mexican
organism, whose. blood has
weakened by ten years of war.

been

'_/ Obregon’s Policy

The program of Mexico’s future
President may be condensed into
three basic points, which are dia-
metrically opposite to those which{
formed the basis of Carranza’s pol- |
icy: Conciliation with the interior
elements, good relations with all
foreign nations, particularly with
the United States, and the decen-
tralization of power.

General Obregon and his party
have belied the reports which were
spread by adherents of the previous
régime. They were accused of being
intransigént, but their deeds have
shown how well they know how to
conciliate all the good elements,
whatever their political affiliation.
They were accused of anti-Ameri-

tal with all the forces attached to
him, did nothing of the kind. When |
he wanted to do so weeks later it
was too late; his party had fallen
into decay for lack of a flag, and
his greatest support, General Jacinto
B. Trevino, had resolutely placed
himself on the side of the constitu-
tional government. Pancho Villa,
the inaceessible, the terror of all
gavernments, arrived one day at a
village, besieged it, took possession—
his object being to cominunicate by

canism, and all the manifestations
given by General Obregon and his
party allow the statement that in
Mexico that policy has come to an
end of “pin pricking,” which always
kept Carranza's government on the
edge of an international confliet with
the United States.’
Must Be Friendly
Mexico cannot exist without good

relations with hear powerful neigh-
bor in the North, and General Obre-

| mality and progress.

‘of friendship frankly, preserving, of

course, at the same time a national
dignity. Porfirio Diaz, Madero,
Huerta and Carranza directed their
foreign policy toward the nations of
Europe or toward Japan, sometimes
secretly, sometimes in a manner
which showed open hostility to the
United States. :

Obregon, without breaking the
bonds which for so long have bound
Mexico with some of the nations of
Europe which have large interests

{in that country, will foster good
| relations between Mexico and the

Northern Republic, one of his plans
being to present before the houses
of Congress a treaty of friendship
and commerce with the United
States which will open to American
industrial products a larger field for
expansion in Mexico and will favor
the introduction of raw materials
from Mexico into North America.
The day that the two neighboring
republics shall stop seeing each
other as possible enemies and give
up all motives for fear arising from
disagreeable incidents, by means of
an outspoken policy of friendship,
Mexico will gain extraordinary im-
portance as a productive nation; all
her immense riches will be developed
and the United States will have
its most important market there.

A Democratic Policy
As for his internal policy, Gen-
eral Obregon is resolved to govern
democratically, extending the influ-
ence of the houses of Congress.

Furthermore, those ministers, al
ways excepting Cabrera, who un
der Carranza were humble stenog
raphers charged with writing dow:
orders, will have a larger sphere o
action and greater responsibility
Instead of being phonographic disk
some will be counsellors, faithful re
producers of the voice of the su
preme and only chief. That chie
will also undertake the tremendou:
and indispensable task of taking al
political power from the army, thu
making it solely a national instru
ment for the maintenance of orde:
and national institutions.

Ever since the month of May
Mexico has shown that she can have
a democratic form of government
though with limited resources, hav-
ing just emerged from a swift bui
formidable upheaval. The Mexicar
people wish for no more revolutions;
their exhausted agriculture does nol
allow of the formation of rebelliou:
nuclei. All Mexico desires peace
The government of Sefior de 1z
Huerta is the first that has wit:
nessed the running of trains
throughout the republic without
armed escorts. Help must be ex-
tended and advantage taken of this
kindly disposition of the Mexican
people to retrace the road of nor-
They must
not be oppressed with exactions nor
thrown into despair through in-
difference.

Relapse Might Be Fatal

Mexico’s organism is strong, of
wonderful elasticity, but she has
just emerged from a long and dan-
gerous illness, and a relapse would
be terrible, perhaps fatal; while
with a little good will outside of her
boundaries even the traces of the
malady that wrecked her might dis-«
appear. Her capacity for reaction
is immense. Sefior de la Huerta
found the treasury exhausted, and
everybody predicted that his admin-
istration could not last, because
there would not be enough money to
pay the soldiers. As a matter of
fact, not only has the army been
paid, but even civil employees arg
receiving their full salaries t{)-day,1
a thing which has not happened dur-
ing year® past!

The moment is ripe for the United
States and the world to witness the
rebirth in a few months of that
ancient Mexican prosperity which
generously enriched so many for<
eigners. Never before has Mexico
so fully deserved from her neigh<
bors that sympathetic interest which
good intentions justify., A continu-
ance of this sympathy would be to
the advantage of both Mexico and
the United States, because it must
be remembered that nothing is more
dangerous than having a person
with a serious contagious illness in

gon is disposed to follow that policy

the house next door, ~---'-'-’-‘-":"‘l
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Italy’s

mptly

After . Three Years of Desperate
Struggle the Nation Has Little
to Show for It

By Frank H. Simonds

BRSCURE as are many of
@ the details of the latest

Italian disorders, which

have begun to draw world
attention away from the Polish cam-
paign,’it- is ‘not less plain that the
whele economic structure of the
Ttalian monarxchy, and its political
is -endangered by
at the
least, 1ecall certain details of the

edifice as well,
disturbances which must,

Russian revolution of three years
ago. Nor is it reassuring to note
that labor in Britain is manifesting
a determination to act violently,
which gives promise of acute indus-
trial crises in the near future in
the British Isles.

~-The case cf Italy is, however, far
more serious than that of Britain,
because Italy has emerged from a
war in which she shared the honors
cf the victors, but is stricken with
nct a few of the disabilities of the
‘¥anquished. Underlying all else in
:‘ghe Italian disturbance is the un-
nmiistakable fact that the war, which
promised so much for Italy, has
proved the gravest disappointment
since the rise of the Savoy mon-
archy, the final
which was the entrance of Italian
troops into Rome just a half cen-

circumstance of

tury ago.
Pelitical and Economical
, Politically and econcmically the
AVorld War has brought to the
{talian people few of the rewards
hich were hoped for. In a brief
view of the circumstance® and
purposes of Italian participation in
.:he recent struggle it may be possi-
ble to set forth the political and
¢ccnomic causes of the present up-
heaval.

Italian entrance into the World
War was not, as in the case of
T'rance, Russia, Belgium and Serbia
in 1914 and the United States in
}})17, the result of any direct and
Ligstile action of Germany or Aus-
tria. On the contrary, at the mo-
ment when the conflict broke Italy
was allied to Austria and Germany,
and when the Italian government
dcclhared its neutrality it was the
policy of Germany at no time to
permit any overt act on the part of
the Central powers which could sup-
v the Italians with even a pretext
for taking up arms. Prince von
Biilow, former Chancellor of the
German Empire and unquestionably
Qe ablest German statesman, spent
x‘honths in Italy striving to persuade
‘the Italian government to remain

neutral.

Price Not Concealed

The price cf Italian neutrality
zwas not concealed from either the
Germans oY their foes. From Aus-
tria Italy demanded- the Trentino,
including Botzen and Meran and
’?rieste, with the surrounding Istri-
‘an regions. The demand was solid-
ty based upon the Latin character of
the inhabitants of all of the regions’
ciaimed, save the Botzen-Meral
fraction of the Trentino. What Italy
"s,ought to do was to complete her
In 1859 she had fought
Austria in alliance with France and
_3hd profited from the victory, re-
gaining, through negotiation- after
Victory and through the splendid au-
dacity of Garibaldi, all of ancient
:",[_talian patrimony, save only Rome
_\El‘nd the Province of Venetia.
«-In 1866 she had again fought Aus-
tria, “this time in alliance with Prus-
sia, and had acquired all of Venetta
save the eastern shore of tltle Adri-
atic and the Trentino valleys north
of Verona.

‘unification.

Four years later the re-
call of French troops from Rome at
the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian
War had enabled Victor Emmanuel
to enter the Eternal City at the head
of his troops and make it his own
capital.
East of the Adriatic

_After 1870 there was still the
sastern shore of the Adriatic, with
Frieste and the various Italian set-
tlements along -the sea, many of
vfrhich had been Venetian and all
of which still possessed magnificent
monuments of ancient Roman oc-
cupations. Between Austria and
ttaly the question cf Trieste and
the Trentino, of Italia [Trendonts
“emained unsett ad, and t

v otha Waeld ‘Wor nat ]

held out for all Italians the promise
of one more opportunity ‘o join
with a foreign nation in its war

upon Austria and acquire, as a re-

ward, the still unredeemed fractions
of the Italian race.

But if the Austrian was for the
Italian the hereditary enemy and the
question of the Irredenta was an-
other Alsace-Lorraine, Italy felt no

corresponding antipathy for the Ger-

man. On the contrary, the German

had become a mighty influence in
Italian finance and industry. Genoa
was a southern t{amburg or Brem-
en, the home port of vast German

fleets; the banks of Italy were, many
of them, merely the subsidiaries of
German institutions; all through
Northern Italy, where the industrial
life of Italy centers, German in-
fluence was tremendous, and the
Germans were found everywhere.
That the Italians liked the Germans
personally was not true, but that
big business in the two countries was
closely allied and that Italy, in many
ways, was an economic dependent of
Germany, was clearly the case.

Germans Not Surprised
Italian neutrality angered but did
not much surprise the Germans in
August, 1914, but when their ex-
pected victory did not arrive and the

six weeks’ timetable to Paris had
to be abandoned, following the de-
feat at the Marne, the Germans real-
ized that they had not merely to
reckon with Italy as a neutral, but,
as a consequence of the Austro-Ital-
ian issue, to count upon Italy as an
eventual enemy unless there could
be some settlement of the issues be-
tween Rome and Vienna. On the
other hand, it always was clear that
if such a settlement could be arrived
at Italian neutrality was assured.
Moreover, as the British blockade
grew tighter and tighter the Ital-
ian ports became the chief avenues
of importation for the Germans and
Italian neutrality as important on
the economic as the military side.

All the winter of 1914-’15 and
well into -the spring Prince von
Biilow fought to hold Italy neutral.
Presently Berlin even went to the
length of putting pressure upon
Vienna to make territorial con-
cessions. Vienna, on its side, with
characteristic sluggishness,- delayed
the debate, and while consenting to
certain sacrifices in the Trentino,
but not including Botzen or Meran,
steadfastly refused to cede Trieste
or any territory beyond the eastern
frontier of Italy.

Only a Question of Time

Given the Italian purposes, the
determination to complete the re-
deeming of Italian lands and peo-
ples, there then could be no doubt
as to where Italy would fight in the

Victory O
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end. But there remained the ques-
tion of when she should enter. Most
of her politicians, like Giolitti, the
heir of Crispi and a frank friend of
the Germans, opposed precipitate
entrance. His contention was that

the war would be long and that Italy |

would be wiser to wait than to
plunge in too promptly at the cost of
prolonged effort. Given the state of
Italian finances, the great expenses
of the Turkish War still recent and
the conquest of Tripoli still in-
complete, he reasoned' that a long

war would risk the very stability of |

the Italian structure.

But, on the other hand, it was

equally essential for the Italians not |
to wait too long. For if either side |
won the war while Italy was still| }
neutral then there was an end of all| !

hope of regaining Trieste and the

[ Trentino, and the frank possibility, |
if the Austro-German alliance won, |
of some retaliatory attack as a con- |

sequence of Italy’s failure to stand
with her allies and her subsequent
demand of Austrian territory as the
price of bare neutrality.

Now, in point of fact, it seems un-
mistakable that Italian observers in-
correctly gauged the situation in
the spring of 1915. They placed too
great reliance upon the expectations
of the Anglo-French-Russian alli-
ance and therefore took the fatal
plunge at the precise moment when
Russia was reeling under the defeat
at the Dunajec, which proved to be
the first step in the series of re-
verses which was to lead to the
revolution. As a consequence, by

the summer of 1915 Italy, a new-

comer in the war, discovered that
instead of arriving in time for the
victory march she was actually only
an early arrival at a party which
was just beginning.

Three Years of War

As it turned out, the war, for
Italy, lasted more than three years.
The defeat and retreat of Russia
abolished all hope of a swift advance
upon Trieste or up the Adige val-
ley. Italian troops were pinned
down just at the Austrian frontier
and from the outset condemned to
the glorious but not less restricted
advances which carried Cadorna’s
troops through Gorizia and within
sight of Trieste, but had no decisive
character. By the opening of the first.
winter it became clear that Italy
would Have to make a supreme ef-
fort. It also became equally clear
that a terrific strain was going to
be placed upon the political as well
as the ecoNomic framework of Italy.

In the spring of 1916, while the
Germans were hammering at Ver-
dun, the -Austrians suddenly burst
out of the Trentino and Italian soil
was occupied. This invasion was
checked, and the Brusiloff offensive
promptly drew Austrian attention to
the eastward, but the effect of the
blow was to weaken the weight of
the Italian offensive a few weeks
later. Italy, having taken Gorizia,
used up her resources in ammuni-
tion and in material and lacked the
heavy artillery and other machinery
necessary to go on.

With 1917 came the total collapse

of Russia. For Italy this had fright-!

didly. The whole nation seemed sud-

‘whos
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ful consequences. Cadorna’s army
fought itself forward to the Bain-
zizza Plateau north of Gorizia, and
seemed about to break through the
Austrian front, but instead, German
troops, released by the Russian sur-
render, came south and won the
victory of Caporetto, which was en-
tirely of German planning and due
mainly to German contribution. As
a result of this disaster, with diffi-
culty checked at the Piave, the
fight to take Trieste was trans-
formed into a desperate defense of
Venice. In addition, a wide area of
Venetia was occupied by the enemy
and devastated as a consequence of
the passage of armies.

Loss of Morale
The disaster of Caporetto had
been the result in the first place of
the break in Italian morale. The war

had now exceeded all the expecta-
tions of. the Italian people, and the
defeat of the Russians and the revo-
lution had conibined to give every
promise that the war would be long,
even if it were not lost. Suffering in
Italy as a result of the struggle was
becoming very general, and there
was a strong feeling in the Penin-
sula tha't the French and the British
had been responsible, in part at
least, for Caporetto, because of their
failure to support the Cadorna offen-
sive with men and material at the
moment when it seemed about to win
a decisive victory on the Bainzizza
Plateau.

From Caporetto Italy rallied splen-

denly to react, and the resistance at
the Piave had something of the he-
roic character of the French stand
at Verdun. In the summer of 1918
the final Austrian offensive was
broken at the Piave; and Italy a few
weeks later™passed to the offensive
and smashed the crumbling Austrian
army forever at Veneto-Victoria. All
of a sudden victory without limit
was achieved, the rewards sought
after too long effort appeared at
last only to be asked for. Unrest
there had been in Italy, sullen and
ever-growing  discontent, but for a
moment, in November, 1918, with the
success, the danger at home seemed
avoided.

But the Paris Conference proved an
even greater disillusionment for the
Italians than the war itself. In
1915 they had signed a treaty with
the French and British at London,
extended by certain private under-
standings afterward which insured
Italian possession of the Trentino
to the Brenner Pass, of the Austrian
shore, with Trieste, to the Julian
Alps, and of all of the northern half
of Dalmatia, with most of the Adri-
atic islands. Added to this was the
promise of a wide sphere of interest
in Asia Minor, including Smyrna.

Wilson Their Enemy

But no sooner had dr. Wilson re-
turned from his memorable visit to
Italy than the Italin representa-
tive at Paris became aware that the
President was to prave a determined
enemy to most of their hopes. His
fourteen points bore heavily upon

atic. He conceded them the Trentino
as they claimed it, allowed them Tri-
este and the Istrian peninsula, but

coast, which had been promised them
by the British and French, and of
Fiume, which was Italian in its pop-
ulation, the President was obdurate.
Thus Italy, far from finding her-
self a welcome ally at Paris, had
finally to choose between withdrawal
and surrender of some of her dear-
est projects, and, as a result, with-
drew.
Allies Against Her

But even withdrawal could not
solve the difficulties.
by President Wilson’s championship
of their rights, which were unde-
niable, the Southern Slavs extended

their claims and sought to enforce
them by arms. Italy was on the
point of a new war with the Jugo-

Encouraged

Sl and tk: daring gamble of
d’A zio, m< leled on the exploit
of neldi and his Thousand,
br Europe to the edge of a
new struggle while the peace con-

ference was still in session and the

| pending war as yet unliquidated. In

addition, Britain and France, Italy’s
recent allies, far from standing
with her, accepted President Wil-
son’s decisions, advised Italy to yield
and even disclosed their sympathies
with the Southern Slavs in the Adri-
atic and with Italy’s Greek rivals
in the Zgean.

In sum, then, by war and by the
peace which was to close the strusg-
gle in such fashion as to make war
impossible for the future, Italy was
placed in a position of financial
weakness almost beyond hope. Her
debt, heavy enough before the con-
test, had been expanded to colossal
proportions. Her own territories
had been invaded and ravaged; she
had lost more than 500,000 of her
best manhood; she suffered from
lack of food and of fuel as a conse-
quence of the blockade and the sub-
marine depredations.

War’s Inevitable Result

Domestic suffering, moreover, in
Italy as elsewhere, had had its po-
litical and economic consequences.
Even during the war there had
been unmistakable menaces from the
direction of the Socialists, strikes at
the mement when munitions were a
matter of life and death, and open
defeatism at the hour when the dis-
aster of Caporetto threatened the
very life of the country. The war
had brought in its train exactly
those circumstances which we now
recognize are inevitable if war be
too long protracted and the strain
upon the population is thus wellnigh
intolerable.

Still, given all these circum-
stances, it was possible that the
peace might in some measure save
Italy from the evil effects of her
long trial. But it was plain, even
\before the Paris Conference met, that
the Italian phase of the peace nego-
tiations would have to possess a
brilliant character; that Orlando
would have to bring home to Rome
some impressive fruits of the con-
test, not alone peace with honor, but

Italian hopes and claims in the Adri-

peace with profits which would be

in the matter of the Dalmatian |

There Is a Feeling That France a
England Reaped Richer Re-
wards Than Ther Ally

such as to be unmistakable to every
Italian and impressive enough to
stand comparison with the sacrifices
of the long war.

But instead, Orlando, having long
pleaded the Italian case at Paris,

| had finally to quit the conference

and, empty-handed, return to his
own country to appeal to his fellow
citizens for their sanction of claims
far inferior to the minimum of ex-
pectation. Italians saw Great Brit-
ain acquire practically all the
German colonies, take new title to
Egypt and assert unchallenged su-
premacy in the valleys of the Eu-
phrates and the Tigris, as well as
that of the Nile, seize the greater
portion of the German merchant ma-
rine and successfully establish a
claim to 25 per cent of the German
indemnity.

Much Territory for France

As for France, they saw her ac-
quire Alsace-Lorraine in Europe, to-
gether with the ownership of the
Saar mines, under conditions which
at least held out a promise of ulti-
mate annexation. Moreover, to this
was adde’ the occupation of the
Rhine barrier for a period of years,
and the climax was capped by the

Anglo-American-French " treaty of |

insurance, which has since perished,
but in the d.v: of the conference
seemed a vital fact to French and
Italians alike. Outside of Europe
France acquired half of Togoland,
almost all of Kamerun, in Afvica,
and Syria and Cilicia, in Asia. As
to indemnity, France established her
claim to 55 per cent of Germany’s
total war payments.

By contrast, Italy, which had been
invaded, as Britain had not, discov-
ered, that from German indemnity
she was to profit by only 8 per cent,
while her claims against Austria
and Hungary automatically fell with
the approximate destruction of these
two kingdoms. If her title to
Trieste and the Trentino was recog-
nized, her claims in the Adriatic
were impatiently thrust aside by
President Wilson without protest by
her British and French allies. In-

' deed, these seemed frankly to sup-

port the President in his champion-
ship of the rival claims of the
Southern Slavs, who, in the case of
the Croatians, Slovenians and Bos-
nians, had been Italy’s opponents on
the Carso for three years of des-
perate fighting.

Greeks Given Precedence

In Asia Minor the Greek claim
to Smyrna was held to overbear that
of Italy. In Albania Greek claims
were equally honored, while to
American and Allied opposition to
Italian purposes there was present-
ly added the decisive circumstance
of an Albanian uprising. England
and France had bound themselves
to make compensation if their gains
in Asia or Africa were beyond the

I.aura and the Law—An Innocent

By Charles Willis Thompson
“ T'S ENOUGH to make me
a bad woman,” she wailed
courtroom, she clinging to
my arm. “I won’t ,be, but—but I'll

never feel mean toward them that

as we came out of the

are, them that I saw in the court-
room to-day.”

She was a married woman in es-
tate, a woman in years, a child in
experience and view of life.¥ Lest
you think I am writing fiction, I will
inform you at the outset that what
I am writing hz;.ppened on Thursday
afternoon of last week and that if
I wanted to I could give every name
Also, that I have no
bricks to throw at any official or

and address.

bureau—only at the law, and at the
law in its most beneficent aspects.
This woman or girl, more girl than
woman, is married and about to be-
Her husband is
serving a sentence—what for it is
of not the slightest interest to in-
quire. With one month cut off for
good behavior he will be out in about
His wife by that time,
if all goes well, will have a child
three weeks old—his child, no one

come a mother.

five weeks.

doubts that—she is a good girl.
She has not, however, any money
wherewith to bring this child into
the world or to keep it going until
Mike gets through with those five
She has a fine and splendid
old mother, who has all she can do
And the im-
minent approach of those two weeks

weeks.
to get along herself.

has driven Laura nearly mad. She

has haan +a amne hianasnss A ameaes TN ¥ty

Victim of Justice

coherent way of talking, and her
present difficulties and the peril just
ahead have increased it to hys-
teria, so that it is no_wonder the
kindliest official cannot make out
just what is the trouble.

That is why she asked me to go
along with her on the last lap of
her week-old journey from court to
court, bureau to bureau. It was her
She had finally suc-
ceeded in pinning her hope of relief
to the Domestic Relations Court, and
all she could tell me about her in-
terview there was that they had told
her they could do nothin'g and that
her only chance was to see the
magistrate who had tried her hus-
band and explain the case to him—

last chance.

or get some lawyer to do it, since
she could never make the magistrate
She
American—not an immigrant—but
excitement, hysteria, fear and those
all-day pilgrimages and long waits

understand. is clean strain

had made poer Laura, never very
clear-spoken, a long way from that.

She counted up the lawyers she
knew and found that she didn’t know
any within her means. So she came
to me, who am no lawyer, but a
newepaper man, and I agreed to go
along as Laura’s interpreter. When
I found that the magistrate was
Judge Cobb, a true gentleman and
a kindly man, I thought my task was
lightened considerably.

So it was, so far as seeing him
We waited till he
had disposed of the day’s cases in
the Traffic Court, where he had been

" o man Il .

was concerned.

+he could go back and serve the rest

2:30, but he stopped to hear what]

we had to say. We made it clcar

that poor Laura wanted something
to support her while she was going

through the coming ordeal. Her hus-
band was partowner of a store and
she wanted to get either some of
the store’s earnings or his parole
until the emergency was over, when

of his sentence. The store would
be there to see that he didn’t run|
away.

-Magistrate Cobb postponed his
lunch. There is something appeal-
ing about the forlornness of Laura
and the pathetic childishness of her
looks. He first explained to her that
he couldn’t do a thing. A month had
been allowed Mike for good behavior
and there his power stopped. Then
he told us to sit dcwn while he ex- |
plored the Parole Board. Presently |
he came back and told us to go there
ourselves. “The man there will do
everything he can for you,” he ex-
plained, “but I'm afraid there isn’t
much hope.” J

We didn’t learn the name of the
man there, and the magistrate was
correct in saying that there wasn’t
much hope. “Your husband received
a definite sentence,” explained the
man there, “and we have no power
to parole anybody except scmebody
who receives an indefinite sentence,
like from one to three years, or some-
thing like that. Formerly you could
write ‘S. 0.’ which meant ‘subject
to order,’ and the judgé could issue
an order paroling the man, but the
law has changed all that.”

“But my baby,” broke in Laura,
who was little interested in anything
but the great shadow hanging over
her; “you know the law can’t possi- |
bly be so mean as to let me have it |
without any money to pay for it|
when my husband has money. The:

I've seen|
25 hiil
awl

b

surely’ the law will be good to me,
when I'm a good girl.”

“The law can’t get you any money
if your husband was Rockefeller,”
said the man there. “Ycu say he's
got a store. Well, when he gets out
make him pony up out of the pro-
ceeds of the store, and if he don’t
go to the Domestic Relations Court.”

“But can’t the Domestic Relations
Court do anything now?’ I asked,
remembering that Laura had been
there and had been told that it
couldn’t. “Can’t it issue an order
or get an order issued, compelling
her husband’s partner to pay over a
small part of the proceeds to Laura
every week until this thing is over?”

‘“It can not. She can go to that
court after he gets out if he won’t
support her, but it can’t get'a cent
of the money that is coming to him
from that store, either for him or
for her.”

“But why should the law punish
me?” screamed Laura. “What have
I done? He’s having a good enough
time on the island, but why are you
all so cruel to me? What I’'m going
through is awful’——

Her voice rose so high that it
broke into convulsive gasps and dis-
appeared.

“I'm Sorry, lady,” said the man
there. “But it’s nobody’s fault. He
can’t support you through a thing
that is not his fault; and you have
to go through this trouble through
a thing that’s not your fault. So
you see the law’s not to blame.”

“Isn’t it at least of interest to the
law to prevent this girl and her
child from becoming a charge on the
‘community ?”’ I asked.

The man there laughed. “She
won’t become a charge on the com-
munity,” he replied, “if her hus-
band’s got that store. If the com-
munity has to pay anything out it
will get it back.”

“Then,” I said, “her husban&i’s
partner con simply @o on'csilectin~

own and investing them without giv-
ing her a dollar?”

“Not a cent,” was the cheerful
response. “But the next time she
goes over to see her husband she
can get him to give his partner an
order to give her so much a week,
| and if her partner wants to he can
[do it.”

Unfortunately, Laura and I both
knew that partner. “Then,” said I,
“the situation is that if a man com-
mits a misdemeanor his partner can
temporarily appropriate his profits,
and his wife must bear their child
as best she can.” :

“We-ell,” said the man there, du-
biously, “she might go to the Lying-
in Hospital, or the Sloane, and let
them soak the husband for her care
when he gets out. He’ll probably be
busy trying to get a straight ac-
counting from his partner, if the
partner’s the kind you say, but one
lawsuit more or less won’t matter
to him.”

“Then there’s no remedy for her?”
I asked.

“Under the law,” said the man,
“none. It’s unprofessional, but I
don’t mind saying that I'm sorry for
you, lady. But you see the law
wasn’t built to cover cases like
yours.”

I didn’t look at Laura, at least
not more than once. The anguish
on her face disturbed me too much,
and with it there was a bewilder-
ment, as if she was trying to un-
derstand something. ~ I heard her
saying in an unhuman voice—
Laura’s voice gets like that lately—
“And why, then, is the law so good
to prostitutes when it’s so hard to
married women?”

“That’s another law,” said the
man there. ‘“And maybe, if you
asked the prostitutes, you’d find
they didn’t think the law was so
| good to them.”

T agreoed with him internally. But
Yauag woar o ahild goen to bear an-

other, and I didn’t feel that it was]

my place to give her homilies on the
wisdom of the law. I wasn’t so
sure of it myself just then.
“Then,” I said, “the judge
couldn’t issue any kind of order that
would divert at least $5 of that
store’s weekly profits to”
“He ,could not,” said the man;
and, indeed, the judge had told us
so. “Not a cent. The law’s there,
and there it stays. If he could do

that we’d have nothing but liens on'

the property of convicts.”

On the way up in'the subway .I
didn’t have a word to say. It was
Laura who was doing all the talk-
ing and it explained that bewildered
look in her face. She wasn’t even
talking—the
from her in a shriek.

“But I always thought the law
stood up for women, tha# it pro-
tected them. And it’s the law, that
very law, that strikes me down. It’s
not the judge’s fault, nor ®he Do-
mestic Relations, nor the Parole
Board; it’s the wicked, wicked law
that I’'ve always thought se good.
And what am I to do when they turn
me loose? Oh, I’ll never say a word
against prostitutes, never, never.
Why must a woman starve because
her husband has done something
wrong? I'd never be one of them
poor creatures, but I'd never again
say a word against them; and it’s
so much worse for me than for them,
and I’'ve never done harm to any-
body. And nobody’s to blame; only
it’s the law. And I've always
thought the law was for us, and in
this last hour I’ve found it’s wait-
ing to jump down on us and do us
dirt. Oh, Y know the law now, and
I never knew it “efore. I've had
a reverence for it until this hour.
The law—the law—I hate it! Oh,
how I hate it!”

But I knew, as I said at the be-
ginning, that since her deadly
troubles began, Laura had lost some
of her balance.

| struggle.

limits reckoned in 1915 as probab
but these concessions took the sha
of desert tracts in the Sahara

adjoining Abyssinia.

To establish their claims in A«
Minor the Italians had to accey
new war with the Turks. To I
Albania meant a war on the eas’
shore of the Adriatic, since
whole of the inhabitants of t!
stormy land had taken up ar
against Italian cccupation
driven the Italian troops to the ¢
coast. To realize the gains pron :
by the Anglo-French-Italian Tre
of London a war with the Ju
Slavs was necessary, and this -
carried with it the per'ils due
American hostility, the possibility
the shutting off of American lo:
and even of British coal. Finally,
through the Near Kast, Italian ¢
pirations encountered Greck op
sition, and behind the Greek
Smyrna, at Constantinople, eve:
where, was the substantial form
John Bull.

Nothing to Show
Thus there was io be found :
answer to the opponents of the w
and the critics of the leaders -i

respon’ .}

governmental system
for the war i the results ¢
Italy had made enc
sacrifices where she had cal

upon swift victory and g

wards; she had fought on 1 o
soil where she had expected 1 ¢
cupy Austrian provinces. She nc

saw her allies bringing home gr:
prizes, while not only were her g
gains inconsiderable by contrast, I
many things promised were deni:
and her former associates and all

appeared as her most consiste

opponents in the Adriatic and t
Aigean, in Albania and in As
Minor.

ThuS, in the double circumstanc
of war and peace must be fou:
the wunderlying explanation of ti
present Italian crisis. There a:

many other causes. There was ¢

industrial .and economic weakne
when the war came. Italy was on
just struggling to presperity a:
national solvency, after escaping tl
frightful burdens her long slave
under an alien yoke had impos
upon her. When the war broke «
was least able of all the opponen
of Germany to endure a long ws#
and she has, in proportion to h
resources, paid most highly and st
fered most.

Paris Conference to Blames

But to understand the pres
Italian case one must see it wh
The responsibility is not mer
Italian, nor are the causes pw
domestic and economic. The pr
tige, the reputation of the existi
régime has been wellnigh «
stroyed by the attitude of Ital
allies during and since the war.
she sinks nrow into anarchy,
seems possible but - by no me:
likely, the cause must be sought
the Conference of Paris, in the ¢
cisions of President Wiison and
the actions of Clemenceau and Llc
George, who frankly deserted It:

sound. poured forth |

whenever it was a choice betwe
offending the representative
America and abandoning the Itali
ally.

Moreover, granted that Italy
capes Bolshevism, that she is ai
to keep her economic upheaval wi
in the limits of sanity, there remai
the unmistakable fact that t
events of peace and war have alie
ated Italy from France and frc
Britain and have aroused in Ital
profound resentment against
United States.

May Return to Germsany

This spirit shows itself to-dsy
Italian recognition of the rc/o
tionary government in Russiz ai
in association with Britain, 11 ¢
position to all French policies
claims whenever British and Frcr
views diverge. It may show its
to-morrow in a return to the G
man alliance if Germany pulls I
self together and again becomes
force in Europe. For it is unw
takable that the Italians feel alm
as keenly as the Germans that tl
were betrayed in the peace seti
ment and, while the German emot
is without any basis in fact, it is
no means as easy to dispose of ¢
Italian allegation, even if one re:
nizes that most of the Italian n
haps were accidental and none
result of any malevoliencs.

And it is not the least serious f
tor in the European situation ti
three great peoples—the Russia
the German and the Italian—are
this moment hostile to the syst
created at Paris and not unlikely
the remoter future, to drift tow
an association which might pr
perilous to the peace of the world
1920, MeClure N
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nar}hajqfity ever given a national ticketytheir electoral votes
pr.‘ébly reach 360. The tremend?gg majority for the national

AL~
in all the socalled doubtfull has carried through the re-

ten and the majority in the house be increased from about 40
'which it is at present to between 75 and 100}@ardings majority

{MJ/; in New fork state may reach one million hailipp2£§¥ﬁ}y carried

Y W
greater New York by nearly 400000 ﬁenam%_ma&ori ty will

probably reach 500009*ﬁhe socialist vote in New York City was
graetly increased debs polling 8Q293 votes in 1775 precincts in the
City out of a tesal ‘of 273%ﬂyew York is not exceptional in giving

Harding a tremendous majority its majorbty is merely proportionate

with the size of its electorate

New York Tribune.
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