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Consultese con los Sres. Cosio Villegas y S1lvio Zavala, recomendando
de parte de Reyes, como lnmedlato, el Vocabular10 Juridlco y una reedl­
c10n del Manual de Hlstoria de la Clvl1�zac16n Espanola (aunque por es­
te el autor plde mucho). (Tal vez este ultImo convenga al Fondo).
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SE�ilNARIO D L PROFF.:SOn ALTAHI-qA.

Por cn�er1edaa e1 Sr. l·a�ira no

habr� la reun16n de Semlnario corres ondi�Lte

a1 df.a de hoy.

l� de febrero de 1?46.
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SEMINARIO DEL PROF. ALr:AMIRA.

CONT =�;:JA EN SUSPEI�GQ I HAST A 1'-1 JEVO AVI ... 0 I

EL SE:IINAHIO "PHEI-ARACION FA. A !::L ES':!:UD�()

DE Lh HISTO.RIJ1.", POR ENFE�Ej)AD 9EL S.8?o:n

ALTA.1IRA.

11



ALTJ1·J vS D'Ci'L GHUPO ! B II
•

Obligado el Pr0f. Sr. Altamira a.retrasar

el comienzo de eu 8emlnal'io, por hallarse deli­

c ado de s a.Lud , Ins alumnoe nuevos de e ste Grupe

de· e��n osiAt�t 81 curso del Dr. S. Zavala e al

curso del Dr. alnton, a au elecc16n, a fin de

completar provisio almente su horario de clases.

Los alumna n teriore 8 e es te Grupo "BI'

dedicaran ese t:temno libre al trrbajo de au te-

25 de -febrero de 1916.

sis.
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ALTAMIRA, RAFAEL: Proceso bistorico de la historiografia bumana. Edi­
cion de El Colegio de Mexico. Mexico, D. F., 1948, 255 p.

The maestro of Spanish history and historians concerns himself in

this collection of lectures -delivered at El Colegio de Mexico in 1946-

with the growth of historical writing and the creation of the New

History, in which the author's many talented contributions have a proud
share. Altamira has fought for and seen the progress of historical

methodology, te
•••destruyendo la concepcion antigua [purely political

history] ... no para arrojarla del area de su especialidad., sino absorbien­

dola, por la fuerza de su poderio generico que ha reunido en un mismo

y solo conjunto, las diversas especies de antafio", (p. 11).
With scant words for classical historians, the author plunges into

a full discussion of the Prolegomenos of Abenjaldun, which he analyzes
as an early and isolated attempt to grapple with social realities, contrast­

ing with contemporary chronicles of wars and royal dynasties. Next he
considers the two histories of the Renaissance, the internal, embracing
manifold aspects of civilization, and political, or external, history. In

creating the more ample vision of man's past, Altamira gives first rank
to Luis Vives and Paez de Castro, who, in his opinion, displace Bacon and
Bodin as proceres of the New History. Of particular interest to western

140



Junio de 1950. J. M. Arboleda: El indio en la colcnta

hemisphere historians is Altamira's discussion of the Chroniclers of the
Indies who e e

•••practicaron en sus cr6nicas una verdadera historiografia
de la civilizaci6n en los dos aspectos sociales que conocieron en America:
el indigena y el espafiol" (p. 76).

Seeking always evidence of efforts to fuse historical concepts into
a broad history of humanity, the author traces briefly the attempts of
18th and 19th century historians to extend the bases of their work.

In a section entitled "El Siglo Actual" (pp. 123-187), Altamira
deals with the historiography of the last fifty-five years. The inter­

national congresses of 1903 and 1908, in which he participated, revealed
a continued conflict between political history and the history of civiliza­
tion. There followed efforts to extend international historical cooperation,
such as the International Academy of Comparative Law and the Com­
mittee of Historical Sciences. On these events the author builds a lengthy
discussion of his definition of «history as science" and with a courteous

bow to «history as literature" he presents, in an appendix, a summation
of his creed of history as the study of civilization, into which the

history of the state must be firmly mortised. «Para mL .. decir Ciuili­
zacion es 10 mismo que decir Historia: ambas significan narraci6n integra
y organica de los hechos... a traves de los siglos" (p. 244).

Today's younger historians may find much of Altamira's essay a

work of supererogation, and sociologists and cultural anthropologists will
seek in vain an explicit statement of their contributions to and role in
the New History. The author's characteristically involved parenthetical
style detracts from the importance of the ideas advanced. With these
reservations, historians of the free world will recognize this book as a

mature, vigorous and flexible legacy, the testament of a great humanist
of a generation past.

Thomas F. McGann.

North Main St.,
Medway, Mass., U. S. A.
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