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Dr. Daniel Cosio Villegas
Apartado Postal M-2l23

Mexico l, D.F.

Dear Dr. Cosio:

I enclose this letter with Mr. Davis's so that you

may have the information you require for planning your

attendance at the January lOth meeting of the Advisory
Group to the study Project on U.S.-Nexican Educational

Relations.

We would expect to cover your expenses and provide
an honorarium of $75 to reimburse you for the time spent
in attending the meeting. I should also be pleased to

make arrangements for your accommodation in New York at

a hotel of your choosing.

Normally, our meetings commence at 10: 30 A.�!l. and

run through lunch and into the afternoon. On this occasion,
we would like to honor you at dinner and I am therefore

proposing that the meeting begin at lunch time, 12:00 M.

and adjourn in the late afternoon.

The officers of this organization would like to

host a small evening dinner party in your honor at a

nearby private club. In addition to the members of the

Advisory Group, we would like to invite a few foundation

executives and leaders of appropriate educational organi
zations. If such a dinner party is acceptable to you, I

"vill submit a list of tentative invitees for your approval.
We would be particularly pleased to include any individuals

that you would like to meet with on such an occasion.
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I hope that you will be able to accept Mr. Davis's
invitation to attend the January 10th meeting and present
your views on the need for a survey of Iv'iexican higher
education.

Sincerely,

Roger H. Sheldon

Secy. to the study project

RS:ah
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Education andWorldAffairs 522 Fifth Avenue, NewYork, N.Y 1°°36 TN 7-9450

December 9, 1965

l.\1r. Daniel Cosio Villegas
Apartado Postal M-2l23
Mexico 1, D.F.

Dear Mr. Cosio:

I am most pleased that you can accept the invitation
of the Chairman to attend the Advisory Group meeting of

January tenth.

The meeting will be held in the Trustees Room of

Education and World Affairs which is located at 522 Fifth

Avenue. Lunch will be served in an adjoining room.

The Roosevelt Hotel is exactly two short blocks away.
I shall be pleased to reserve one double room at the

Roosevelt for Sunday and Monday nights, January 9th and

10th.

I appreciate your kindness in suggesting several

particular friends of yours that you would enjoy having
join us for dinner. Dr. Kenneth Holland is a 'l'rustee of

Education and World Affairs and therefore is uncommitted,
I am sure, will want to attend. Dr. NeIls will want to

invi te Me s srs , Thompson and Slater.

I will see that you receive all the documentation

prepared for the meeting.

It will be a pleasure to meet you and work "Ji th you.

Your participation will also so importantly contribute to

a fundamental objective of the project of becoming bi

national.

Sincerely,

4�
Roger Sheldon
Executive Associate

RS:ah
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Education and World Affairs 522 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.y 1°°36 TN 7-9450

December 21, 1965

Dr. Daniel Cosio Villegas
Apartado Pos·tal M-2l23

J':I.1exico l, D.F.

Dear Dr. Cosio:

I recall that your letter indicated that Mrs. Cosio

would be travelling with you to New York City. I am there

fore enquiring if I may make some arrangements for her for

the evening of January tenth while you are attending the

dinner.

I would be pleased to arrange English or Spanish
speaking companionship for dinner and the theater, ballet

or opera. The opera scheduled for that evening is "Aida"

but the singers have not been announced.

In any case, we wish to respect your wife's wishes

and extend our hospitality should she have no plans for

that evening.

Sincerely,

�/U6
Roger Sheldon

Executive Associate

RS:an
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Education andWorld Affairs 522 Fifth Avenue, NewYork, N.Y 1°°36 TN 7-9450

December 30, 1965

Mr. Daniel Cosio Villegas
Apartado Postal M-2123

Mexico l, D.F.

Dear IvIr. Cosio:

We do intend to cover your traveling expenses and

regret that this point was overlooked in my letter. Our

policy is to cover economy or t.our i.s t; clasj transportation
and the normal per diem living expenses./For the purposes

of auditing we will need ticket stubs, billo/'or receipts
for expenditures in excess of ten dollars.;'

At the meeting, I will furnish you with our standard

expense and honoraria forms and explain how they are to be

filled in.

�¡Je look forward w
í

th great interest, to your partici
pation.

My best wishes for continued health and happiness
throughout the New Year.

Sincerely,

)�ßdct,
Roger Sheldon

Executive Associate

RS:ah
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Mr. Daniel Cosio Villegas
Apartado Postal 00-2123

J'l1exico l, D. F.

Dear Hr. Cosio:

I trust that your return trip to f1exico was pleasant.

�/lay I assure you once more how very pleased the Advisory

Group was 'to have your participation in their meeting. The

information on specific Mexican developments and the perspec

tive given to our 'thinking about program activities for the

project was invaluable. I hope that we will be able to

follow up on many of your recommendations.

I regret that the after dinner discussion lead into

some controversial areas not particularly germane to the

study groupls or your interest. Drs. Morrill and Wilhelm

expressed their dismay likewise at this unfortunate occurrence.

In the future, I hope that we can be the perfect host.

At your earliest convenience, I will expect to hear from

you about the possibility of Manuel Bravais meeting with the

Advisory Group in March.

I personally enjoyed making your acquaintance.

Sincerely,

(f��
Executive Associate

RS:ah
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Mr. Daniel Cosio Villegas
Apartado Postal M-2123

Mexico l, D.F.

Dear Mr. Cosio:

I thank you for your good letters of January 18 and 20.

I have authorized payment of your expenses and you should

receive a check in several days. '�'Je are pleased to pay

your first class fare, your honorarium and two days of the

hotel expense.

,A.t your convenience upon t.he return of Mr. Bravo Jimenez,
I shall be pleased to learn of your tall<:. with him.

The economics study is being extensively revised and

when that is completed I will see ·that a new copy is sent to

you.

sincerely,

��
Roger Sheldon

Executive Associate

RS:ah



MEMOR�NDUM February 3, 1966

TO: Advisory Group to the study Project on

U.S.-Mexican Educational Relations

FROM: Roger Sheldon, Secretary

SUBJECT: Meeting Notes - January lO, 1966

Attending Unable to attend

Russell Davis, Chairman

Joe Bass

Jacob Canter

Ned Fahs
William Glade
or iol P i-Sunyer
Ralph Richardson

Harry Sylvest.er
James Tierney
James Trowbridge
Stephen Viederman

Lloyd !4orrisett
Lewis Roberts

Robert West

Kenneth Turk

Daniel Cosio Villegas - Mexico City

Maurice Harari EWA

vhlliarn Marvel E-v.:A

C. N. Myers EvlA

Roger Sheldon EWA

The meeting preceded by lunch commenced at 2:00 in the EVJA

conference room. Mx. Davis opened the meeting by saying thñt there

would be no formal introduction of Dr. Cosio Villegas as ·this wou l.d

take place at the dinner planned for that evening. Mr. ravis expressed

the appreciation of the Advisory Group ·of Dr. Cosio's a�ceptance of

their invitation to attend t.he í.r meeting. He stressed the newne s s

and experimental nature of the Nexican project and outlined some of

ft.
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its basic objectives. To date only a few minor projects have been

undertaken. These projects were experimental and much has been

learned from the conduct of them. This is indeed a working committee.

Its members represent various expertise. The most concrete project

to date has been a field survey of the teaching of economics in Mexico.

This study was conducted to test a technique of surveying aspects of

Mexican higher education in order to obtain original and complete

information for the utilization of various U.S. groups with subject

interest in Mexican educational development.

Dr. Cosio in his response to our invitation stated his interest

in the general objectives of the project and proposed that highest

priority should be given te basic study of the Mexican system of

higher education. The group is interested in this proposal and

perhaps Dr. Cosio can now give us details on precisely what type of

study he has in mind.

Dr. Cosio said that he had had in mind a comprehensive but not

superficial study_ Such a study was necessary because 1) no Mexican

has the real kriowLedqe of the total problem and particularly the

capabilities and the role of the provincial universities, 2) no

foreigner has sufficient knowledge about the general situation in/

and organization of higher education in Mexico. Because of this

ignorance, American assistance programs have made mistakes in Mexico.

Such programs take up particular projects which are not related to

an adequate frame of reference which shoùld be the total system and
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that there would be a study of the situation of higher education,

but gave no details.

Dr. Cosio said he had been able to get the follovlÍng information

about the study from private sources. Three working groups have

been appointed. The first group will study the economic and statistical

aspects of higher educational development; projecting needs, enrollments

for all institutions of public education at all levels. for the period

'66-80. This study is due to be completed by February lQ66. The

second group will work on educational policy; relating projected

professional and manpower requirements to enrollments and available

resources. There will be some testing of the efficiency of 'the

present 'system and recommendations for changing it where necessary.

The thir(Ï group will be a national commission and w.i.Ll, develop a

master plan to guide all parties to the development of education in

Mexico. Such a plan will seek to give guidelines for the allocation

of resources to àreas where they are most needed.

Dr. Cosio cited as an example of the present unplanned development

of universities and the' wastage of resources the situation in 'the

state of Nuevo Leon. In Monterrey, there is the technical institute

and the University of Nuevo Leon. However only 30 miles away in

Satillo, Coahuila, there are two similar academic institutions., It

should be possible to avoid such duplication.

Dr. C()sio provided what information he had obtained on the'membership
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of these working groups. As to the first group, there should be no

problem; the economists selected are good ones and the head of the

group a very experienced individual. The composition of membership

in groups 2 and 3 consisted mostly of individuals who are capable

and in the right positions to know the problems. The executive

secretary of the Association of Universities and Institutes of Higher

Education is a member of the third group. Another member is the

official in the Secretariat of Education in charge of higher education.

In conclusion, Dr. Cosio said that the study is underway and

there would appear to be little ocassion to relate the advisory group

to the study groups until the results of the first working group are

available. Therefore it might be more appropriate for the advisory

group to decide when and how it can cooperate with these groups when

they complete their studies.

Mr. Richardson asked if Dr. Cosio would care to comment on some

of the possible implications of the decision to undertake these studies?

Will there be a reallocation of resources or possibly radical changes

in the system of higher education? Was the stimulus for the study

the developments undertaken by private institutions which have received

substantial external resources?

Dr. Cosio expressed uncertainty as to the impetus for such a

study. Reallocation of resources will be very difficult because

15
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legally higher education is in the hands of state and local authorities.

All observers are convinced that something has to be done and that

it is impossible to leave the final authority in local hands particularl�

when resources are so acazoe , He also noted that t.he work.ing groups

include representation from Chapingo.

Mr. Myers a.sked if the working committee will have federal money

to implement decisions?

Dr. Cosio noted that the national commission included rep:l':esentativef

of the Minist,ry of Education, UNAM and the provincial un í.vers í.c í.e s ,

The federal government was in fact behind the whole idea. Likewise

one must remember that the fedE--�ral government' has be'en granting
.

substantial funds to the provincial universitiesf more even in fact

than the local authorities. l'Iù:'" Bass enquired as to whether the

federal government subsidized in any way private universities to which

Dr. Cosio replied that it did not.

Mr. Pi-Sunyer wanted to know why 'the planning period had

been shifted from an 11 to a 14-year span. Dr. Cosio believed that

the longer period was chosen Sb as to avoid coincidence with the

period of presidentlal terms.

Mr. Davis pointed out that several me�rs of the Advisory Group

had been in touch with members of the statistical group but solely

on a scholarly basis. 14r. Davis had understood in his conversations

in 164 with .the manpower planning people that they did not want
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ou.tside help particularly of an in.stitutional or oz'qanLze.t.Lone I

nature. They might however invite some U,.S .. conauLtiarrca when their

project was underway.. Mr. Myers haà obtained the sante impression

and noted that the projections had been. completed in regar.'d to prima,ry

education and started in respect to secondary educat.ion� Dr & Cosio

added that the first projactions had been dona by Victor Urquidi and

were indeed limited to prim.ary educa't í.on , Manuel Bravo now heads trle

Mr h Myers a.sked whether the Centro Nacional de Product.ividad

would be involved in the studies and Dr .. Cosio indicated tha.t

probably only to the degree that Manuel Bravo was involved pe�:sH')nally

in· the planning group.

Mx'. Trowbridge enq\.1ired as to whether Dr. Cosio could reca.l1

any other members of the t.hree groups.. Dr. Cosio said Dr .. Fernando

Salmer6nt of the Minis.try of Education was él member. likewise RaJ.1gel

Guerra, who is the full-time executive secretary of the Natipnal

Assôciation. of

U(i���� a�� .��: f��l��c,t.:i.ng �e�tör
of Monterrey.

He recalled also that a phi�her who was fónnerly dl.rector of the

philO&bi'hical Research Institute at UNAM. was a membez , liket"ise

Mr .. Faha enquired as to whether the 'National Association of

Un.i1\Té:rsitif,UJ was an active Qrganization? Dr .. Cosio pointed out tha·t

,the aasôciation was orig,inally of a rather theoretical nature.. Its

principal activity had been to organize pressure groups which would
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encourage the government to grant funds to the universities.·

It has in the past developed some useful statistical information and

will branch out in its activi.ties under its present able leadership�

Mr. Fahs then suggested that the Advisory Group establish c Loaer

relations with the association.

Mr. Richardson enquired as to when the commissions will report

their findings. Dr. Cosio said that all of the studies �ill be

finished by July '66. He knew that t'VIC of the working git'OUpS have beE�n

meéting but be personally doubted that their work could be £inlshed

by July.

Mr. Canter asked Dr. Cosio if he would express an opinion as to

what the Advisory Group should do while the study wa s , going on.

Dr. Cosio suggested that perhaps the subsidiary studies that 'Were

mentioned earlier by the Advisory Group should be undertaken� A

study of library resources would be most useful. The .f\.dvisory Group

might consider what questions from an. American po í.nt; of view the

Mexican study groups should be answering.

Will the plans developed by the study groups lead, in your opinion,

to state supervision over private schools, Mr. Glade asked? :Or�

Cosmfelt that the present complex relationship be'tween the federal

and private institutions would continue unchanged4

It is hoped that the reorganization will stärt. with D'NAM which will

be the model for the other institutions ·to follow. At present the
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Mexican government is convinced of the value of private institutions.

Mr. Davis expressed doubt as to how responsive th(;� universities

would be to any new developmental program.. Relating academic

training to manpower projections was always a very difficult problem5

To reorientate the Mexican universities to the developmental needs

of the country may require a major change in thinking in Mexico and

the greater central direction of the development of the university

system. Hr. Dêl.vis saw two possible ways in which the project could

react to the s·tudy: one would be the maximum interchange of

information with the Mexican study commd s sLona., l'he project could

also assist in identifying for the study groups any U.S. professional

expertise which they might request.

Mr. Faha asked Dr .. Cosio if he thought the other possible study

areas identified by the project as the most relevant ones possible?

The secretary suggested th¡it it might be appropriate for the

Advisory Group to interpret and disseminate the information developed

by the three Mexican study groups as it is made public.

Dr. Cosio said it should be possible to explore the philosophy

of Mexican university organization and administration by inViting

some Mexicans to write papers on the supject and then discussing them

in a meeting here or in Mexico City. Certainly, only Mexicans can

speak of the philosophy of their system. It would be possible to

find, di,,$t;i.rigùished Mexicans to write such papers ..
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Such a meetiJl�;Ör zeund table might bring out many Mexican points

of view and stimulate Mexican thinking about this subject. Members

of the Advisory Group reacted favorably to such a proposed round

table discussion. Mr. Davis noted that the Robbins Commission Report

had indeed stimulated a great deal of thinking in England and elsewhere

about the objectives of higher education in Britain.

It was agreed that it would be possible to use the same ,format

for developing information about; !"'L.9xican instructional programs in

science and technology at the subprofessional level, teacher training

and the status of instructlonal programs in the behavioral sciences.

Mr. Myers added that the information in thêse subject areas developed
. .

by thE! study project could feed into the work of the t-hree Mèxican

study groups. Mr. Davis commented that if there is a reorgan.ization

of the fields of study in Mexièo as a result of the three major studies,.

such ehanges affect the conclusion of our own s·tudies. The nature

of teacher training might be a�fected if 'there Ls a reorganization

of the baçl}!.lle;q!!�.. A�
Dr. Cosio suggested that Mr" Manuel .BraV'o A�be co�si�ered for

activities in the scientific or technic-al field.. for con.sideration of

the philosophy of Mexican university organization and administration·,

Mr.�?, a philosopher, should be consLdez'ed ,

Bus,sell Davis suggested that a round table might us-eful1y

such European scholars as Lord Robbi-ne,.Mr. Debeauvais or Mr.
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stone who would provide a broader viewpoint.

Mr. Richardson endorsed the suggestion that diverse representat

be included in such a round table, particularly because educational

survey groups are increasingly being comprised of various nationals

with differing points of view. Such a variety of viewpoints would

be instructive to the Advisory Group as well as to the Mexicans.

The Advisory Group members generally favored broader participation

in any proposed meeting. Add í, t.Lona L Lnd.í.v í.dua I.a pr-oposed were:

Joseph Lauwerys, J. H. Parry and others.

Mr. Davis than said that he thought "there was acceptance of the

idea of utilizing round tablesf perhaps informal, but analyzing

position papers and creating a discussion which \"'01.11d be inforulative

to U.S. participants, and, hopefully. to the Mexican participants*

Mr. Richardson pointed out that he thought such broader round table

discussion would be of assistance to the Mexicans. particularly as

their system of education still has �estiges of European influences.

Dr. Cosio agreed with the proposal for European participation but

thought that representation from o+her areas was not advLsabLe because

in such areas there was a Lack of a common denominator or underat.and í.nç

of the Latin American aIT�iente.

Mr. Richardson favored the inclusion of a European point of view

because in agricultural education there is certainly a \rery strong

European influence.

Dr. Cosio then made some obaerva't
í

ona aboue the problems of
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wo�king with u.S .. foundations as seen from the Mexican educator's

pOint. of vléw. The emphasis of theSé f(')undations. is now apparently

directed towards assisting !legro educat.ion" In Mexico when application

is made for�grants for graduate studies abroad,. particular schools

and courses are selected which are related to the professional

requirements of tñ.e Mexicans as t,hey enter new academic f'ields.fihe

.Un._.•..
s

..•�sprograms
vexy often offer too

n """"" of Mexican graduate students

little program. flexibility for the

u.s. foundations, believe that

the graduate students studyi.ng abroad must take a degree.. Yet all

the requirements for this d�gre� are not needeq by the W�xican students.

Therefore, the possibility of using overseas scholarships is reduced

because of this lack of agreement in requirements. Dr'., Cosio thought
.

this a'clear case of a lack of understanding of the Mexicans' needs.

·Mr. DàVis believed that ,in many instances the problem arises in the

U.$. universities which cannot offer special programs outside the

r�9'ular academic programs. Dr ..
· Co�do said that in his experience

the requirements were t'lot usually set 'up by the university ..

Mr. Faha pointed out that the objective of the Advisory Group

was to help develop' ways in which U.S .. agencies can 'work more effectIvely

with Mexican. universities.. Therefore U ..S. agencies should profit

from the discussions of the group. <1))r .. Cosio agreed t.hat there was

great need for infol;:'It\ation and that the Mexicans shared t,he r�sponsibility

ta, davel,op such information � No amount of information is enough unless
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individuals are ready to understand the problems involved.

Mr. Davis pointed out that there is no one channel or one step

to achieving such receptivity. Sr. Cosio agreed that this was a

very important point. Continuing Mr. Davis said that it might be

worthwhile for the foundations to consider establishing an international

university to provide tailor made programs for foreign students.

Otherwise such students in seeking flexibility end up in ,third rate

schools. Mr. Pi-'Sunyer felt however that the best alternative was

to work towards more flexibility in present university requirements.

Mr. Viederman 'pointed out that it is not possible to buy or create

such universities as Mr. Da.vis suggested. Mr. Bass added that at

the University of Texas they have set up special cour�es for

CSUQA ': professors.

Mr. Tierney restated Dr. Cosio's point about foundation policies

because he believed there was some validity which had not been clearly

understood. Mexican educational institutions as they develop their

programs perceive the need for individuals with specific training.

They identify a particular overseas institution which will provide

the training needed. The representative of the Mexican institution

then goes to the foundations for support. The foundations frequently

have policies which will not allow them to make a grant for the

particular academic program which the Mexican institution has outlined.

This divergence of interests results .í,n .unxeso.l.ved conflicts which

does n9t satisfy either side., Mr. Richardson pointed out that the
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Rockefeller Foundation has developed non-degree courses for the needs

of certain overseas students but that the time and effort involved

in creating such courses is indeed great. There are also limits to

flexibility when a foundation works worldwide. The experience of the

Rockefeller Foundation in agriculture and medicine indicated the need

for degree programs. Individuals who take degrees advance much faster

ultimately. No one foundation can be everything in one ,country.

This is the reason why the Rockefeller Foundation has been engaging

in joint ventures with other foundations and government agencies.

Therefore, he suggested that the Mexican educators may need to look

at various assistance groups when trying to construct their overseas

educational programs.

Dr." Cosio restated his point in a different way. If the objective

of assistance groups is to find the best way to help higher education,

would it not be useful for the foundations to review their operating

experience in Mexico for this 'group. It would be instructive to know

what information they need. For the Mexicans, it would be worthwhile

to have a more explicit statement of the American point of view.

Mr. Glade agreed that it would be appropriate for the group to get

a qualitative critique from each of the foundations on its operating

experience in Mexico, Mr. Davis pointed out that the group does indeed

have the role of feeding back what the U.S. institutions are doing

in relation to Mexico. The group cou.ld.study the problem of

inflexibility. Mr. Viederman pointed out that this was indeed within
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the broader mandate of EWA.

Mr. Myers endorsed Dr. Cosio's suggestion that the group evaluate

the role of U.S. institutions in Mexico in historical perspective and

enunciate the rationale of foundation policies.

Mr. Harari pointed out that EWA has looked at the problem of

foreign students,particularly the selection of such students, and the

provision of better information in overseas countries for students

with an interest in studying in this country. The group could make

an important contibution by identifying priority areas of study for

Mexican students which would guide u.s. institutions in their selection

prodedures. The group could in turn provide more information on

U.S. institutions and programs for Mexican students ansi institutions.

Mr. Sylvester pointed out that the Cultural Affairs section of the

U.S. Embassy in Mexico has an admissions officer located at the

Binational Center who is very effectively counseling Mexican students

interested in studies in the U.S.

Mr. Richardson pointed out that better EngliSh instruction was

not the answer to the problem of rigid requirements. The Rockefeller

Foundation in. 50 years of programming had insisted on adequate language

facility of grantees. This requirement is based on those of the

U.S. academic institutions. The standards of these institutions are

high and related to the high quality of u.S. students. The Mexican

students must meet the same standards .í.n order· to profit from the same
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level of instruction.

Mr. Davis pointed out that LASPAU (Latin American Scholarship

Program of American Universities) was not getting adequate backing.

It has been able to get scholarships but no overhead allowances.

Mr. Harari said that AS'AU (African Scholarship Program of the American

Universities)had profited because it was created to meet a crisis

situation but there was in fact no crisis in Latin America. Mr. Bass

pointed out that there must be a great future for communication if

there was no appreciation that a crisis did exist in higher education

in Latin America.

Mr. Viederman inquired as to whether LASPAU's selection procedures

related to the priority manpower needs of the Latin Arcierican. countries.

It was pointed out that indeed this was so and that secondary science

teachers were receiving the highest priority.

The discussion proceeded to consider the future activities of the

project. It was agreed that the next meeting be scheduled for late

February or early March. Mr. Myers suggested that this timing would

allow for the invitation to attend of a member of the Me�ican statistical

study group. Dr. Cosio said that he believed that distinguished

Mexican scholars would participate in meetings or discussions of the

group on an ad hoc basis. He did not think it advisable to ask them

to become permanen.t members.

Dr. Cosio suggested that if the Group considers subprofessional

scientific' and technical training it invite French experts who have

done some wor� in this field in boJexico. In the study of Mexican
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university organization it would be appropriate to invite educators

from Africa and Asia where their problems in university development

are akin to those of the Mexicans.. On this poin·t, MX;o Richardson

felt that the African judgement or perspective would reflect their

system of transplanted European education.

Mr. Trowbridge expressed interest in having Mexican participation

in any mesas. redondas or advisory group meetings. He, hoped that

participants from Nuevo Le6n, Guanajuato and other provincial centers

could be identified. Mr. Faha added that consideration should be given

to representation from San Luis Potos! also.

Dr. Cosio pointe·d out that it was possible to have representatives

from Me,cico City who had considerable experience in provincial

unive.rsities ·such as Salmer6n. or Guerra ..

Dr .. Cosio said that there are fields�.:·óf study which it would be

appropriate for American group,s to undertake cooperative study with the

M.exicans at this time. These are the behavioral scienc�s and particularly

sociology, political science and anthiCopology, Ther� would be no

competition with groups in Mexico studying or interested in these areas

as they are disciplines which are poorly developed or non-existent.

Mr. Davis pointed out that political science had been discussed as an

interest of the study project. Would it be possible to do studies in

the social sciences similar to the one the project had undertaken in

economics?
,.,

'Y"','
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Mr. Sylvester suggested that the group might interest itself in

s\u:veying law programs as they, relate to modern content such as tax,

labor or industrial law, particularly studying law i.n relat.ion to

developmental needs", In responsèt Dr. Cosio pointed out that the

law schools peI;form a different function in Mexico and in fact train

individuals more for governmen.t service. Law was not studied as a

science except at the doctoral level" He in fact had no. ·clear idea

as to whether even at the doctoral level one could usefully survey

law proqrams from such a point of view.. Mr,. Pi-Sunyer pointed out

that law was a sensitive area r€lIat.ad to the constitut.ion and not in

the same area of academic discourse as the poLtt.ica.l .or sC)cial

ae í.encea , Itt. Richardson thought that at the graduate level this

:was not true and that thls was Cl research level � Mr it Davis pointed

out that we were interested in the discipline of láw primarily because

of the. large enrollments and that perhaps the social sciences were

more appropriáte to study in respect to the development of better

instructional programs � MT. Sylvester emphasized that 'there was in

fa.ct a very.serious disproportion of concentration of enrollments

in law facùltles and this was sufficien.t reason for studying this

field ..

Mr .. Cosio pointed out that the la't'; school of the University of

Texas haèl invited deans of Mexican law schools 't6 a discussion on

curriculum de,velopment. The project 'coúld find. out, what coneenaus
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had'been developed about instruction in law in Mexico.

Mr. Sheldon then enquired as to whether the economics study

furnished a satisfactory model for similar studies in the social

sci.nces. ' Dr. 'Cosio pointed out that great care must be exercized

in making such studies public. Mexicans customarily believe they

know all about their problems and each believes that his own analysis

is unique. 'liherefore, they are highly critical of the publicly

expressed opinion of other individuals. The final picture of the

instruction in economics given in the study is correct. The foundations

on which the conclusions are based are wrong.. The study does not have

a suffi.oient hist<)rical perspective to provide a sympathetic understand-

Ú'lg of why conditiç>ns in econC)mics instruction are as the:r currently

are •. Mr. Davis pointed out that in fairness to the authors it must

be' pointed out that it is difficult to study economics instruqtion

only within the frame of economics faculties and that this was the

directive to the survey team,. There was no time for the broader study. '

Dr. Cosio pointed ..
out that the study very seriou.sly confuses the

licenciatura and the m,¡¡testro.degrees .. It makes a distïnction which

in fact does not exist. They are in reality the same degrees. He

felt that as a model the economics study was satisfactory. It has

been conducted carefully.. He did feel that the hèavier weight in

future studies should be given. to the Mexican. participants. ' In
".

, e. ,,' .

another worlds, the �xicans in most instances, should have the primary

resP01laibility with American assistance as required. In sociology

al\c:1 ,po·litlical sciences there Ls à. void in Mexico and thé cooperation

-
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from Americans is much more desirable than in economics where in

fact Mexico has good economists.

Mr. Davis pointed out that the Advisory Group's interest in

surveying the social sciences was based to some degree on the

knowledge that there was a disproportioned amount of attention being

given to, the physical sciences.

Dr. Cosio suggested that the Group invite Manuel Bravo to make

an exposition of the statistical study on its compLe tí.on, Invitations

to members of the other study groups might be appropriate at a later

time. Dr. Cosio said he would �e glad to confer with Bravo on his

return to Mexico and notify the secretary as soon as possible on

Mr. Bravo's interest in meeting with the Advisory Gró·up ..

The secretary asked for some discussion of the appropriate

'disposition of the economics study. Dr. Cosio suggested that it

would be wise to speak with selected Mexican economists to get their

sugge$tions on amendments and their comments for attachment to the

study. It was agreed that it would not be wise to distribute the

study widely in its present form. It should be sent to various

individuals in Mexico and the United States asking for their,comments.

Mr. Tierney questioned the possibility of Mr .. Bravo's being able

to meet with the Advisory Group before his study had been submitted

to the Mexican government. Mr. Bravo's participation might have to

be timed for a much later date. It would be more realistic to plan a
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,

. cfish,.sión of the economics study #It the next meeting. Mr. Davis
.

,

fe1t that it' should be possible to meet with Mr. Bravo in March

bE¡!CaUSé hé would not bé presenting the study but simply outlining

some of its'main conclusions. He suggested however that in March

we might meet to plan the subsequent round tables. Mr. Canter then

proposed that a. steering cODttnittee be created to meet perhaps monthly

with the secretary to follow the conduct of the project �ore closely ..

Mr. Trowbridge suggested that the secretary explore the possibility

of other Méxicans meeting with the Advisory Group for a longer, possibly

two-day meeting in Mayor June ..

The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

RS:ah)



México, D. F., February 12th�, 1966.

Mr. Roger H. Sheldon
Education and World Affairs
522 Fifth Ave.
New York, N. Y. 100)6

u. S. A.

Dear MI' .. Sheldon:

1; explained today to Mr. :Bravo JiI!1énez your interest
in his work on higher" education in lfexico and asked him
whether he could be willing to consider your invitation to
attend a. meeting to s"tate before yoar group the main results
of such a work. He told me he waa qui te willing to consider
your invitation.

.

/.

So, please write to him directly to the following address:

Mr. Manuel Bravo Jiménez
- Oondesa 6, 6° piso
MéxiCO 1, D. F.

Méxioo.

Yours sincerelY7
,

i

! Daniel Cosío Villega,:s

?J2" "
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