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THE ARENA:

Carranza
By GEORGE AGNEW CHAMBERLAIN

HREE years ago Carranza was balanced above
a quaking military bog; twelve months later
he was a power with the apparent stability of
a rock. What is the answer? He had hit
upon a formula. He had discovered that by taking
one part sophistry, two parts blood money, and three
parts hatred of the United States he could coagulate
the quagmire under him into synthetic concrete. He
did it and from that emplacement he has systemati-
cally slapped us with an immunity which has aston-
ished himself, his associates, and the world at large.
Few men have ever enjoyed the peculiar power of
this bewhiskered chief. Even the most powerful and
bloody-minded despots of the past have been civil
(at intervals, anyhow) to citizens of friendly powers.
Peter the Great of Russia had a sort of burly good
manners; Caligula himself, and Herod, knew the
power of fair words; and scowling old King John
spoke softly enough to the British barons at Runny-
mede: But this man Carranzal . . .

A Man of Three Virtues

E is a tomb, a cave of silence, speaking only by

echo. In the two years during which I was

consul general of the United States at Mexico
City I spoke to him only twice. Nothing remarkable
about that. But in the same period of time the am-
bassador (representing the person of our President)
had barely a dozen interviews with Carranza, and if
ke ever persuaded this Mexican sphinx to express.an
opinion, the world has yet to learn of it.

Carranza could be genial enough in a casual way
with a few cronies, but when it came to talking to
the representative of the United States he became
a clam and delivered his kicks by proxy. The first
of these kicks was handed out tentatively as one
who says “Go to blazes!” under his breath to a man
twice his size. But the last had the wallop of a
Missouri mule. Why? Because we asked for it, got
it, and asked for more. That’s half the answer. The
other half is that Carranza has been growing in
power like the green bay tree.

What was his situation three years ago? Through
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'/ opportune turns of the
wheel of fortune and the
effective moral aid of the
United States he found
himself at the head of a
nominal Mexican govern-
ment so insecure in every
element which tends to-
ward stability among
normal peoples that his
position appeared abso-
lutely untenable. Before
him stretched a rough
road strewn with the
rocks of growing deficits,
internal disorders, clam-
oring claims, and ‘hedged
by the endless byways of
reconstruction. Behind
him was a record of
prowess by the grace of
luck and, lurking in
shadow, the enigmati-
cally smiling faces of
half a dozen generals,
any one of whom could
have pushed the Supreme
Chief off his rickety ped-
estal by the raising of a
little finger. What saved
him? His difficulties and
the echoing emptiness
of the national larder.
He was heir to a herit-
age which no one en-
vied him.

The months of grace
granted him by that sin-
gle condition proved a
forcing house for ele-
ments of greatness in
Carranza, wholly unsus-
pected by his quiescent
rivals or the public at
large. He had no ardent
admirers even among his own people. He was ab-
solutely devoid of the magnetism of a popular leader,
he was unsupported by any spectacular achievement,
insecure in his hold on imagins tions easily fired by
eloquence. He lacked, in comparison with certain
of his forerunners, the
loud-mouthed echoing of
grandiloquent ideals
from a host of hungry
satellites. All expected
him to fall as a matter
of course; none had a
motive for hastening the
empty debacle, and as a
result he gained time.

To none of-his prede-

cessors had time brought
anything but disaster,
for Mexico is the home
country of the coup d’état,
of fame born overnight,
and of man in breathless
and often ridiculous pur-
suit of the event. But
Carranza was different.
He had three virtues
highly praised among
mortals, but seldom ex-
ercised because their
power is so slow in accu-
mulation: silence, pa-
tience, immobility. Be-
hind that triple screen
he sat like some hiber-
nating insect and pro-
iected his antennwm, Lniz
Cabrera, Alberto Pani,
Rafael Nieto, all civilians,
into the surrounding at-
mosphere, feeling out the
calm before the storm.

He was at a momen-
tous parting of the ways,
but how far he sensed
the fact at that stage of
the game will never be
known, for such words
as come from the mouth
(Continued on page 46)



cf an established oracle never fit the
small beginnings of power. Neverthe-
less he had a choice more distinctly de-
fined than any granted his many pro-
totypes. Circumstances were blocked
out for him in unusually clear masses.
The World War was at its height and
absorbed the attention of the American
people and Government. From the
same source, and in the face of a
wrecked banking system, had sprung a
lusty little trade boom which sufficed
to feed the exchequer hand to mouth
and day by day. Finally there was
an almost totally fresh deal in resident
American officials from the ambassador
down, men picked for their experience
in Latin affairs, unbiased by the try-
ing events which had scarred their
predecessors, and trained in a school
of effective compromise, friendly by
profession.

Every Knock a Boost

ARRANZA had the choice of two

roads. He could accept Fletcher’s
embassy and the revitalizing of our con-
sular establishment throughout Mexico,
in the spirit evideneed by the action of
the United States in sending a full
quota of officers, and by so doing lift
his country out of a harassing maze
of misunderstandings to a pinnacle of
prosperity never before attained. Or
he could turn a cold eye on the hand
of friendship and build a little edifice
of his own on the rubble of internal
greed, jealousies, and pride.

The horns of this dilemma were not
equal. The road to international friend-
ship was open as far as the eye could
see, but there was a gamble at its
end. Carranza could hang a policy of
rapprochement on the peg of our pas-
sive resistance to Huerta and conse-
quent aid to himself, open up genuine
negotiations for a settlement of all
outstanding differences, assume a posi-
tion of benevolent neutrality toward the
World War, reap the full benefits for
his country of a tremendous rush in
trade, borrow the millions he needed
for a funding of every foreign obliga-
tion, revivify industry, and substitute
for the traditional enrichment of the
few by graft a wave of almost universal
prosperity. He could do all this. But
he could not estimate his chances of
holding the replenished resources of the
nation against the enigmatically smil-
ing military commanders behind his
back once his success should have
aroused their cupidity. That was the
gamble with honor he refused to face,
and for what an alternative!

He turned into the road of opportu-
nism, not suddenly, nor with a blare of
trumpets, but with a shrewd and meas-
ured calculation. If an epigram can
stamp a hall mark on any career, it
may be said of Carranza that every
knock is a boost. Without power there
is no danger. The military were dan-
gerous to him; he knew it, everybody
knew it, it was the talk of the streets.
He was no soldier. He could not
attain to a legitimate share in that
power, but by taking thought for a
month of morrows he could bend tem-
porarily the whole of it to his own
uses.

How did he do it? By looking for
the danger behind the danger. What
gave strength to the military? Not
honesty, nor patriotism, nor enforce-
ment of order, but patronage, hypoc-
risv in the face of unsettled conditions,

and last, but by no means least, the im-
memorial right among the family of
Mexican generals of every generation
to point to the Colossus of the North,
and yell “Treason!” at any reasonable
arrangement with the United States.
Here was his formula—graft, banditry,
and international insult in combination;
and apparently no gamble at the end
of the road.

By selling himself body and soul to
the military through emptying into its
pockets 60 per cent of the national
revenue, it became his ally at least for
as long as the exchequer could stand
the strain. Hand in hand with that re-
sult went one of far-reaching conse-
quences. Mexico was not at war. She
was not even threatened with war.
Why, then, spend almost two-thirds of
her total resources in maintaining an
army? The answer was, bandits, in-
ternal disorders. @ While they lasted
the army had a reason for existence.
The fact that these disorders exist to-
day, even at the doors of the capital,
carries on its face the proof that the
army has realized from the first the
necessity for keeping intact the right-
angled triangle with lawlessness for
its base, the military as the upright
and Carranza in the role of chestnut
snatcher as the buttressing hypote-
nuse.

If the results of Carranza’s taking
the wrong turn were limited to a petty
conspiracy for the bleeding of his own
country, we could shrug our shoulders
and pass on as we have for a century
past, but the fatality about any cross-
roads is that it implies an increasing
divergence. If one of those two paths
led to mutual benefit for the United
States and Mexico, the other led neces-
sarily to estrangement. If one meant
pacification, security for both labor and
capital, international honor, and recon-
struction, the other meant internecine
warfare, abandoned fields, rusting in-
dustries, the palm of bad faith among
nations, penury and despair to all save
the military clique and its satellites.

A Woman Among Nations

O you know Mexico? Have you ever

traversed her plains or crossed the
superb ranges of her mountains? She
is the woman, par excellence, among
nations, a naturally fruitful vine, mis-
tress of more varieties and changing
moods than any other equal territory
on the face of the earth. Her feet are
dipped in tepid waters, her skirts trail
the lush riches of the tropics, she is
girdled with fertile though abandoned
valleys, bedecked with gold, silver, and
irrepressible harvests, and crowned

‘with a diadem of snow-capped peaks.

She is forever in travail and, rain or
shine, troubled or untroubled, presents
to the world's commerce men-children
full-grown — bullion, by the carload;
hemp, by the million bales; oil, beyond
the capacity of any known method of
transportation. Look at her as a
woman, think of her as a woman, and
remember that she has been outraged
by apes for a hundred years, ravaged
by the alien element that has conquered
but never assimilated her.

Just at this point, and to stem the
cupidity that may arise from such a
picture in the minds of those who look
upon any territorial maiden in distress
as fair prey, let me say that nothing
in this argument of a great issue should
be construed as advocating the annexa-



tion by conquest of all or part of Mex-
ico under any conceivable eventuality.
We must do something; the time is
upon us when we have to do something,
whether we like it or not, but to square
that something with our own ideals and
the demands of humanity we require
more than a moment of thought or an
outburst of chauvinism. We need to
balance the present against the past,
review the record of affront and injury,
and then turn our minds to the crystal- |
lizing of vague desires for a clean-up, |
any clean-up, into a definite and con-
cise program aimed at a single goal
which once reached will insure interna-
tional peace and internal tranquillity
not for a day, a year, or even a dic-
tator’s lifetime, but for such a period
as blesses only those monuments of hu-
man endeavor which are built in wis-
dom on the lasting foundations of ele- |
raentary justice, genuine equality, and
actual freedom. |

Why not state that goal here and |
now in a paragraph, and be done with
it? Because no man can judge a pen-
zlty without considering the crime. Be-
cause we are not ready for immediate
absorption of a conclusion on fragmen-
tary evidence. Because, in spite of the
flood of exposures of outrages perpe-
trated in Mexico and let loose by our
daily press, the public still knows noth-
ing of their basic causes.

When an American attempts to vis-
ualize Mexico in her relation to the
United States, what does he see? A
yapping terrier fighting the tail of a
snoring St. Bernard? A curious mon-
key hammering with a rock on the per-
c¢ussion cap of an unexploded shell? A
teasing boy experimenting on how far
he can go without colliding with a
slipper? If these conceptions, all tol-
erant and unfortunately widespread,
were near the truth, we might be justi-
fied in balancing the ills of continued
indifference, watchful waiting, and sub-
terfuge against the burdens and the an-
noyance, to a war-weary world, of de-
cisive action.

But Mexico to-day, whatever she may
have been in the past, is more than a
yapping cur, a teasing boy, or a curi-
ous monkey, and it is high time that
the man in the street should measure
her potential viciousness, revise his
misconception, and read the writing on
the wall of a hundred years of history
and four years of Carranza. Mexico
has a continuing policy not invented
but innate, sucked in with mother’s
milk. Among devotees of a certain’
pastime it can be described as the art
of passing the buck; in more dignified
language, she blinds us from her pep-
perbox of high-sounding words and be-
hind that screen resorts with astonish-
ing success and redundancy to actions
treacherous to our welfare and disas-
{rous to her own. .

As an exponent of this policy Car-
ranza has had no peer, no rival, and
scarcely a runner-up, but before con-
sidering his masterly command of the
foil of subterfuge let us go back to
that crossroad of three years ago, fol-
low him along the path of enmity to
the United States, which he chose, and
measure the gap he has opened be-
tween his country and ours, a gap al-
ready too wide for bridging and that
can only be closed by a crosscut.

This is the first of a series of articles
by Mr. Chamberlain, recently United
States consul general in Mexico. The
next article will appear in &n early issue.
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Mexico’s - Loss

President Carranza’s overthrow by force of arms
is a blow to stabilized government in Mexico. The
Carranza administration may have been inefficient,
and. Carranza’s arrogant temperament may °®have
worked harm to Mexico’s interests. Nevertheless, the;
Mexican people should have been allowed their re-
dress at the pélls. !

The militarists have ousted the first chief from

| power within a few weeks of their presidential elec-:
tion, at which Carranza was not to be a ca,ndidate.l
It is the same old story of militarism’s impatience
with the peaceful processes of the ballot.

The result must inevitably he a sorry one for
Mexico. When the revolution broke out, foreign capi-
tal] was beginnigz to return to Mexico after a long
ahsence Mem*seemed to be entering upon ayp era
of ddmestlc tranquility. The presidential election was
~about to demonstrate that constitutional processes of
law and order had been re-established in the republic.

The Obregon revolt has destroyed this valuable
impression of stability which Mexico could have
.given to the world. The new regime invites further
discord. By the sword Obregon has usurped power.
By the sword his adversaries may in turn drive him
into exile. Meanwhile, foreign assistance, which is
so necessary for Mexico's economic development, will
naturally be withheld. The Mexican people have
been betrayed by the selfish ambitions of their un- »
‘patriotic generals. TUntil Mexico learns that all do- \
mestic political rivalries must he settled by the ballot, . v A
conditions resulting from despotism must continue |
south of the Rio Grande. 4 AV
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£ ' "By A. L. BRADFORD "/ = |
L(E!\?!ed Press Staff Correspondent) )
fashington, May 19% Proposed
appointment of. Francisco Villa as_
cltief of the Mexican constabulary
milght cause President Wilson to
wythhold recognition of the new gov-
<fnment .indefinitely, it was learned
t5day.
'f:".»\filla. ijs held responsible for the
" murders committed during the ban-
dit raid on Columbus, N. M., in 1916.
» wlt was suggested that should-the
w Mexican government be recog-
ed the‘m’,[lnited States might de-

t 1d of ;it the extradition of Villa
f‘ pr ‘the Columbus raid. -
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De "Los Angeles Times'" fecha 1/o. de
Julio de 1920,

N IMPROBABLE ASSUMPTION.

The . charge brought against Gen.
Obregon by Miss Julia Carranza, the daugh-
ter of the murdered Mexican President, as
published in a San Antonio dispatch, must
be attributed by impartial observers to the
natural feelings of a daughter in an excess
of filial grief and despair more than to any
evidence, direct or indirect, that the head
of the successful revolution was in any way
implicated in the crime.

To The Times the assumption that Gen.
Obregon had any -hand in the death
of Carranza or any pre-knowledge that s:uch
a deed 'was in contemplation appears highly
improbable when all the circumstances of
the case are taken into consideration.

In the first place, Obregon had nothing
'to gain by taking the life of a defeated
adversary who was already discredited in
the eyes of almost every one of his fellow
countrymen. In the second place, he had a
great deal to lose by duplicating the dced
that in the death of the unfortunate Ma-
dero turned the initial success of Huerta

into a long era of anarchy and bloodshed
for Mexico. ‘

Obregon’s struggle has been to bring
peace and orderly government to his dis-
tracted :country. What personal ambitions
he may have had for leadership were sub-
sldiary to this' main object. ‘.

Above all, in the attainment of this re-
generation of Mexico, Gen. Obregon was
anxjous to enlist the sympathies and
good offices of the American ' government
and the American people. He, at least, un-
derstood how much the lack of this
American sympathy contributed to the
downfall of Carranza and how much, on
the keeping of this sympathy, the success
of the new revolution depended. And he
knew that to start the new regime with a
wanton deed of blood would allenate the
United States and the civilized world and
deprive him of his surest mainstay in pllot-

ing his country through the stormy waters
ahead.

An enemy, to damage Obregon in thé eyges
of the world, might have been guilty of
the crime Julia Carranza has charged
against the Mexican leader. It is incred-
ible that Obregon would have committed
(what Macaulay once called worse than
a ¢rime)—such a blunder—at the most criti-
cal moment in his career. His whole rec.
- ord as a political leader and a soldier is
aga;inst_.t;his assumption.
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De "Los Angeles Times,

SITUATION
IN MEXICO
WATCHED.

Southern Leaders in W.ash-
ington; De la Huerta may

Soon be Recognized.

~ [BY A, P. NIGET WIRE.]

 WASHINGTON, July 7.—Th¢
Mexican situation is receiving mor¢
careful study .by the American gov-
ernment than has any subject sinc!
the Paris Peace Conference, it wa
stated today at the State Depart
ment. .

This’ is with a 'view to accordin
recognition to De la Huerta’s provi
sional government, provided satis
factory assurances are given that
can and will maintain order an
live up to its obligations respectin,
the protection of the lives and prop
erty of foreigners.

Iglesias Calderon, the special en
voy sent by De la Huerta to as]
recognition, will seek another con
ference with Acting Secretary Dav§
as soon as he has discussed th
situation with the members of hj
staff, who have just arrived he:
from Mexico City.

e W

POl o T e

-+ O

A "..r: /

&

Pecha 8 de 1920.

American officials, it is stated au
thoritatively, are impressed with th
evident sincerity of the expression
of Provisional President De L
Huerta and of the efforts to brin{
about order in Mexico, but they have
taken note that the active workers
in the various department§ of the
Mexican government have not been
2hanged and that the newly‘ap-

ed Cabinet officers [eave 'thHe

n
work of their officials chiefly o thej |

mepn who conducted the affairs urder
Gan e a0.S e s oh
DIFFICULTIES THE SAME.

Reports reaching Washington
from Mexico City state that foreign-
ers who went to the Mexican capi-
tal to compose the differences be-
tween their companies—agricultural,
mining and manufacturi‘ng—.’are
forced to deal with the very mieh
with whom théy formerly dealt, in
some cases the men who condiicted
fHeconflscation of their properties]
under Carranza, and that they Gye
meeting with the same difficulties as
before. ' ;

‘Gen.. Obregon’s desires to reduce
the gize of the army are believed
by officials to be sincere, but it was
noted the army has been increased
by 30,000 men since the revolution.
Official reports received Lére have
told of efforts to moralize the army
by stopping the abuses to life and
property. Gen. <Calles has issued
a strong ‘‘order of the plaza’ on this
subject,

The Treasury Department has es-
timated that the:cost of the army
at pr/yent is 1,000,000 pesos a day. |
Salvador Alvarado, acting Secretary’
of the Treasury, officially announced

= A

Ak

that there were ‘8000 or 10,000”
people living on the nation by the.
padding of pay rolls. ot
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COMPANIA TELEGRAFICA MEXICANA

ViA GALVESTON.

Comunicacién radpida entre oficinas de 1a Compafifa, Centro y Sud Ameérica, Los Estados Unidos y todas

partes de Europa, etc.
B. & 8. Sucr.—172924,

ESQ. AV. INDEPENDENCIA Y SAN JUAN DE LETRAN.
VERACRUZ, CALLE DE LA INDEPENDENCIA No. 1.

— _— — — — - — — — = = —

289 Fecha
LOSANGELES CALIF 10 OB

GENL AVARO OBREGON MEXICOCITY

FELICITC A MI PATRIA QUERIDA POR TAN ACERTADA ELECCION PRESIDENCIAL

L V NAVARRO , 3

=

512 P FS

LA RECTIFICACION DE PALABRAS DUDOSAS, DEBERA SOLICITARSE POR MEDIACION DE LA
COMPANIA, QUIEN SE ENCARGARA DE OBTENERLA SIN ESTIPENDIO ALGUNO.



Forma M, 1.

TELEGRAFOS NACIONALES

TELEGRAMA para transmitir por estas lineas con absoluta sujecién a las condiciones que Aarso se ex-

presan y son aceptadas por el que suscribe:

INDICACIONES DE SERVICIO

Domicilio del signatario, finicamente para casos de aclaracién.

|
Ném. ... | PALABRAS ! Valores : I Hip D ssomaets "1
Bz Méxiceo el 18 3o, septiembre de 1920 4, 49
Para_..108 ANGELESe-CAle . Via : R SR e il
S7 i e LI RN ADRG o e s elt Donetlio S

‘.'AGRA 2ZCO0 TLLICITACICN @QUE MZ INVIA POR TL TRIUNTD

FAE

... MI CANDIDATURA EN LAS ULTIMAS ILICUIGIES PROSIDONCIALLES. A

%I ViZ FELICITOLO POR LA PARTICIPACION U 7030 USTED BN LA

e T CAIDANL TOLITICA DEFTRO I “DETACCICH:"
~ALVARO-OBRAGONs
PA s)l.l 8 5 1

'
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El Faro, Puerto de. Los Angeles

Los Angeles es la Ciudad mas grande sobre la (osta del Pacifico. Su poblacion es de 600.000
habitantes. Rédpidamente esti viniendo a ser el natural Puerto Americano para una gran porcion de
la region del Pan-Pacifico.

Los Angeles es la Ciudad Mas iFavorablemente Situada:

Para llegar a todas partes de la América Latina, Australia, Oceania y a muchos lugares del Oriente.
Por ferrocarril esti también mdis cerca de la mayor pdarte de las grandes secciones productoras de los
Estados Unidos que partiendo de cualquier otro PPuertis del Pacifico.

Las Mejores Facilidades de Puerto

El Puerto tiene aproximadamente siete millas de muelles, de los cuales 13.000 pies lineales perte-
necen a y son manejados por la Municipalidad. La Ciudad tiene también siete barracas de carga
sumando aproximadamente una milla en su longitud. Una de estas barracas mide 1.800 pies de largo
y 100 pies de ancho. La Ciudad tiene también un almacén construido de concreto ocupando una
superficie mayor de diez acres.

El Comercio esta Creciendo Rapidamente:

Sin embargo de la escasez de barcos de trasporte ¢l comercio del Puerto de Los Angeles esti cre-
ciendo con gran rapidez. Alcanza hoy a cerca de 2.300.000 toneladas al ano con un valor aproximado
de $100.000.000.

Tremendas Oportunidades Industrales:

I.as condiciones de Clima y Trabajo no tienen igual para empresas industriales. Durante los dos
tiltimos anos la industria constructora de barcos estuvo empleando permanentemente m:is de 5.000
hombres y sus contratos con valor de mas de $100.000.900 han sido llenados. I.a Ciudad tiene grandes
areas de temreno para arrendamientos a industrias que requieran facilidades estableciéndose frente
al Océano.

I'ara mayores informes dirigirse a

THE BOARD OF HARBOR COMMISSIONERS

Suite 33, City Hall, Los Angeles, California.
E. U. de A.
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