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� Xavier Villaurrutia. Textos y pre
textos. México. Casa de España en

México. 245 pages.-There comes to

us with this volume a scent of the

distant-seeming 1920's, whose aesthetic

battles-and many of the protagonists
as well-have some while since been

laid away in lavender. De mortuis

Nevertheless, the dead do live in the

pages of their contemporaries, where it

is not always nil nisi bonum that is

spoken of them. Paul Morand, and

yes, even the pontificating Valéry:
what memories they bring of our more

youthful enthusiasms and illusions! The

nights, for example, that we spent with

the dubious geographic ladies of l'Eu

rope galante. (With their vague, sad

faces, they might have stepped from

behind the curtains of a Laurencin

print.)
In Mexico this was the generation to

which the literary review, Contemporá

neos, has significantly given its name.

It is this generation that Señor Villaur

rutia, poet, critic and man of the the

atre, represents, in a winnowed collec

tion of essays, occasional criticism for

the most part, extending roughly over

the decade from the mid-twenties to the

mid-thirties, with a foreword dated

1940.
The author must have been an un

usually sure-footed critic in that slip
pery era, or else he has sagaciously let

time do his editing for him; one sus

pects that the latter is the case. It is

the earlier papers in the book, such as

the one on Morand (1927), that hold

the lilac scent. It is interesting to com

pare these with the essays on Mexican

painters, Rivera, Orozco and others,
written around 1939. But a man who

could deal with Pío Baroja as Villaur

rutia did in 1925, is a critic in and out

of season. What is more, he is a poetic,
readable critic of the kind Baudelaire

would have loved. He is, as he con

fesses, one to whom criticism is a crea

tive passion; and he writes a prose that

is remarkable for ite subtlety and refine

ment, its sonorous over- and undertones. 'J,
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In addition to a group of essays on

Mexican poets and other writers, in

cluding one on that "hombre de cami-

_ nos," Alfonso Reyes, the author further

provides us with a "Guide to North

American Poets" (a criticism of the

[olas-Kra anthology of some years

ago); with a delightful chat on French

essayists and the essay as a form -

which is something he asserts it isn't;
with a note on "Viajes, viajeros," which

disposes rather nicely of Mr. Waldo

Frank and his Virgin Spain; and with

an account of Elmer Rice en México.

Samuel Putnam. Philadelphia.
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xioo,D.F. a 11 de mayo de 1943

Sr. Lie. D� Alfonso eyes,
Puco 63,
e i u dad.

uy querido Alfonso:

Tengo en mis manos su carta del 7 de

mayo en la que me pide usted autorizao16n para -

affadir mi nombre al de otros esoritores, en dos -

asuntos de importancia.
I

o solo cento, uerido

Alfonso, sino ue me siento orgulloso de aue me -

haya tenido usted resente tanto para la cuestión

de los "amigos de la l�bertadn, 00 o para la orga
-

nizaci n del entro.

spero verlo pronto personalmente. -

Reciba mientras tanto un abrazo de

�
livier ViII


