THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

THE HUMANITIES CABLE ADDRESS:
CHARLES B. FAHS, DIRECTOR ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK
EDWARD F. D’ARMS, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR . )
CHADBOURNE GILPATRIC, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR ELEPHONE :
COrumauUs 5-8100

JOHN MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
JOHN P, HARRISON, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
ROBERT W, JULY, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

January 9, 1957

Dear Don Alfonso Reyes:

Your letter of December 19th arrived at the Foundation
between the Christmas and New Years holidays. As I was absent
from New York until after the first of the year, perhaps you

A~ will excuse this delayed answer.

In regard to your suggestion that The Rockefeller Foun-
dation consider helping El Colegio de Mexico in its support of
creative writers, I am not certain whether Bl Colegio plans to
assist only the particular writers listed and for a period of one
year, or whether you consider this as something more than a tem-~

porary program. If the latter is the case, The Rockefeller Foun-
dation would like to know the standards used to select the writers
to whom assistance would be given. Also, if El Colegio is think-
ing in terms of an extended grant, the question would arise here
as to whether all of the assistance to these writers would be
covered by Rockefeller Foundation funds, or whether El Colegio
would contribute a part. If there is no immediate urgency on
the part of E1l Colegio to have this request acted upon, perhaps
we could discuss it and the whole problem of how best to en-
courage creative writing in Mexico, during my next visit which
;ﬁgah@aﬂ&%wi ! will be the first three weeks in April.
s IR A L
- I think I ought to say, in reference to the opening
paragraph of your letter, that somehow Mr. Fahs or I must have
given you a mistaken impression of The Rockefeller Foundation in-
lterests in the Humanities, for while we are deeply concerned with
the creative process we certainly believe that this includes the
\WTiting of history as is indicated by our past support to El
Colegio. Similarly, at the present time we would be happy to
receive a formal request from El Colegio asking us to support the
proposal of Lic. Daniel Cosio Villegas to evaluate the sources
for the History of the Mexican Revolution as the necessary first
step to a basic and objective study of contemporary Mexican
history.
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There is no provision in this project, as outlined for
Mr. Fahs and me when we were in Mexico, for a salary for Cosio.
While there are advantages to his not being formally connected
with the project in this two year interim period, we would appre-
cliate your telling us frankly if you believe that this arrange-
ment will work any financial hardship on the Cosfo family. l/on
Daniel remarked that he will be badly in need of a vacation after
the final volume of the Historia Moderna de Mexico is in press,
when he expects to go to Europe with his wife. Many advantages
would accrue to Latin American scholarship in Europe as well as
in America should Cosio visit the seversl centers of Latin Ameri-
can studies in France, England, Germany, and Sweden. Also, Mexico
and Asia might be the mutual beneficiaries, should Cosio extend
his travels to include two months in India, a month in The Philip-
pines, and whatever time he may want to spend in Japan and other
parts of the Orient. Should El Colegio de Mexico care to request
aid to make such a trip by Cosio and his wife possible, The Rocke-
feller Foundation would be glad to recelve it. You could work
out the precise form of the aid with Cosio, but it might be some-
thing like two round-the-world air tickets (approximately $k,500)
and a per diem of {25 for 180 days (another §L,500). This propo-
sal would have him spend two months in India and one month in The
Philippines, and woulcd give him three months to travel in other
parts of Asia should he wish to do so, and to visit the Zuropean
centers of Latin American studies. Such an arrangement would
allow the Cosios full freedom to vacation in Europe as they may
have planned; it will make it possible for Cosio to accept fees
for whatever European lectures he may be invited to give, and
still be of substantial help in permitting him to extend the scope
of his travels. The Rockefeller Foundation will be hapoy to fur-
nish Cosfo with letters of introduction in India and The Philip-
pines, and of course for any other places he may feel they would
be helpful.

,,,.;ww-*w..‘]

- If, for any reason, it will not be convenient for you to
{sﬁ See me between April 1-20, could you suggest a more satisfactory time
for my visit? TE-WeuTa B difficult to arrange an earlier date, but
I could postpone my stay in Mexico until May.

May I say what a privilege it was to talk with one whose
works I have read, heard discussed, and read about, since my student
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days, and how especially pleasant it was to have these impressions
heightened by personal encounter -- something that, unfortunately

doesi always happen.

E ,j‘ ‘%‘”"F {
< Sincerely yours,

W

Don Alfonso Reyes

President, E1 Colegio de Mexico
Durango 93

Mexico 7, D. F., Mexico

JPH:ebh



México, D. F,, 17 de enero de 1957.

Dr. John P, Harrison,

The Rockefeller Foundation
49 west UH9th Street,

New Yark 20, N, X,

5. 8. A,

M1 muy estimado sefior Harrison:

En respuesta a su grata carta del 9 del sctual, envio a
usted anexa a la presente una solicitud en forma, dcnde como
vers usted, acento (en mi nombre y también en el ‘de don Daniel
Cosio Villeg&s) las supestlones de usted relativas al posible
viaje de don Danilel con su esposs,

K1l Colegio estd también enteramente de acuerdo en el plan
del Sr. Cosio Villegas pars el trabajo de dos afios aplicado al
eselareeimienﬁo y recopilacidén de las fuentes sobre la Histo-
ria Contempordnea de México (Revolucidn, ete.).

Por cuanto a la posible ayudsa & los becarios del Colegilo
de México, me parece en efecto preferible esperar el viasje de
usted para el prdéximo mes de abril, y desde shora le manifies-
to cue del 1 al 20 lo esperaré aquf con el mayor pusto.

Al dar a usted las gracias por el interés cue le merecen
nuestros investipgadores y nuestra instituecidn, le envio mi
cordial saludo y cuedo su amigo y servidor afectisimo,

P
P
P 4

S

Alfonso Reyes
Presidente,.

AR/ ja.



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

CABLE ADDRESS:

THE HUMANITIES
ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK

CHARLES B. FAHS, DIRECTOR
EDWARD F. D'ARMS, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR £

CHADBOURNE GILPATRIC, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR TELEPHONE :

JOHN MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR COrumzus 5-8100
JOHN P. HARRISON, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

ROBERT W. JULY, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

January 18, 1957

Dear Dr, Reyes:

Mr, Charles B. Fahs is absent from New York for a
few days, and I should therefore like to acknowledge receipt
of your letter of January 15th concerning the proposal for a

guide to Mexican contemporary history.

Mr. Fahs will see your letter when he returns

to this office next week,

Sincerely yours,

i /
\‘-m.‘::‘l_"%sw?},,.(m'_‘_q \,\WV\};&,\‘ e
Mrs., John D. Keenan
Secretary to Mr. Fahs

Dr. Alfonso Reyes

President

El Colegio de Mexico

Durango 93

Mexico 7, D.F.

1k



ROOM 5500
490 WEST 497 STREET
NEW YORK 20

January 24, 1957

Dear Don Alfonso:

One of my pleasantest memories
of my recent trip to Mexico is the visit
with you in your lovely library. 1 was
especially happy, therefore, that this
picture turned out reasonably well. It
is a little shadowy but fortunately the
shadows .are on Burton Fahs and me.

Burton and John Harrison Jjoin me
in greetings and warm best wishes for
the New Year.

Sincerely yours,

. &MQ\

Flora M. Rhind

Dr. Alfonso Reyes

President, El Colegio de Mexico
Durango, 93

Mexico 7, D.F., Mexico



THE HUMANITIES

"'THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

CABLE ADDRESS:
ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK

CHARLES B. FAHS, DIRECTOR

EDWARD F. D'ARMS, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR AR N

CHADBOURNE GILPATRIC, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR ONE:
COLuMBUS 5-8100

JOHN MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
JOHN P. HARRISON, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
ROBERT W. JULY, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

January 25, 1957

Dear Don Alfonso Reyes:

Thank you for your letter asking The Rockefeller
Foundation to participate with E1l Colegio de Mexico in the
preparation of a basic survey of printed and manuseript
sources for Mexican history after 19103 and also for the
request to help make it possible for Don Daniel Cosfio
Villegas to visit Europe and Asia with his wife. T will
present these requests for formal consideration by the
Foundation, and will write you of the decision as soon as
it is made.

Thank you also for your kindness in agreeing to
wait uwntil my April visit to discuss possible Rockefeller
Foundation assistance to El Colegio's program of aid to
creative writers. Incidentally, did you see the interest-
ing discussion of Octavioc Paz' recent book in "The Times
Literary Supplement" of December 28th?

With every respect and warmest personal regards,

o
s 3
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Don Alfonso Reyes

President

El Colegio de Mexico
Durango 93

Mexico 7, D. F.
Mexico

JPH:ebh



México, D. F., January 29th, 1957,

Miges Flora M, Rhind,

The Rockefeller Foundation,
L9 West 49th Btreet,

Bew York 20, N, Y,

. B, A,

Dear HMliss Rhind:

I am really delighted with the photo, for which I ‘

thank you very mueh:, It ies indeed a pleasant souvenir
of your kind visit,

I beg you to receive also my greetings and warm
best wishes for you, for Mr, Fahs and Mr, Harrison for
the New Year,

S8incerely yours,

7

Alfonso Reyes

AR/ ja.

2



México, D, F., 31 de enero de 1957.

Mr, John P, Harrison,

The Rockefeller Foundatian
49 West 49th Street,

New York 20, N, ¥,

v, B, &, 4

Mi muy estimsdo sefior y amigo:

Recibo y leo siempre The Times Literary Supplement, con el
cue Henpo algunas rplasioneg y cque consideroc la mejor revista de
libros del mundo, Lei, en efecto, la resefiz del libro de Octa-
vie Paz, y me dic mueho gusto ver 18 importancia y caternris
que ls conceden, Esa resefia estd hecha por mi amigo J, M, Cohen,
a2 aulen yo mismo he puesto en Ceﬂﬁ&“fa desde hace mds de un afio,
con la nueve literatura mexicana. Fl manifiesta un vivo interés’
nor Hi«panoameriﬂa Ee autor de uns Antologis poética espafiola
y una Historia de la literaturs occidental, obras ambas publica-
dee en las Penguin Editions, y por d&syr&aia algo ligeras y Ob~
Jjetables, |

Graclies por su grata carts del 25 de enero.

Suyo eprdizsinmente

Alfonso Reyes.

AR/ja.
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Dear Mr., Fahs:
The old project of the Modern History of Mexico is quite over

o far as research is concerned, and four-sixths over as 1o publ ishing since

the publisherg already has in his hands the manuscript of volume IV, In fact,

there only rem@ins to be done the adjustment of the text of volumes V and

VI so as to reach the £inal draft, ———m =
<= - This seems %o be then the time to consider whether there is
Aovne (Vtu

#sthe{r(project worthwhile by itself and in whose a,cﬁievement we may take
x |

advantadge of the experience and xnowledge so far gained,

A cogtgrgpora,;y&; istory of Mexico suggests iteelf as a logical

i,
sequence, but the sou{ces for such a history are so abundant and scattered
; A,;. JY X, ' \N
and their value so uneven, that it seems qﬁvisahla@ to tackle first the
question of the localization, evaluation and availability of those sources
as a separate and independent project. Thi final goal woulk be to publish
a guide to the souces of Mexican Conte-porary History for the use and
profit of any person interested in thms period.§fsour: Eistima
w0/
We believ tha.t the mk could be completed in two years by &

team of five researchers, two of them working full time and the other

three part time. The work has to be carried out not only in Mexico City,

bgy”' in some other thirteen places, end in some fifteen American Localities,

-
}
§ 2



. ¢
=—--=The main expenses invoved,\$heny would be allowance for research,

transportation costs and a per miem diem cost while travelling,

I am then sxmk sulmiting for your kind consideration this new 13;2;} ect
under the ba&&lé of your Foudation meeting two thirds of the cost of rea.sg‘g
,e’&l'and the eﬁre cost of tranportation and travelling expenses within the
United States, while E1 Colegio will meet the reamining third for research
and the cost of transportation and travelling expenses withn# Mexico,

as follows:
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