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Dear Don Alfonso Reyes:

Your letter of December 19th arrived at the Foundation
between the Christmas and New Years holidays. As I was absent
from New York ��til after the first of the year, perhaps you
will excuse this delayed answer.

In regard to your suggestion that The Rockefeller Foun
dation consider helping El Colegio de Mexico in its support of
creative writers, I �� not certain whether El Colegio pl�îs to
assist only the particular writers listed and for a period of one

year, or whethez- you consider this as somethin.g more than a tem
porary progrrun. If the latter is the case, The Rockefeller Foun
dation would like to know the standards used to select the writers
to whom' assistance would be given. Also, if El Colegio is think

ing in terms of an extended grant, the question would arise here
as to whether all of the assistance to these writers would be
covered by Rockefeller Foundatí.on f'unds , or whether El Colegio
would contribute a part. If there is no immediate urgency on

the part of El Colegio to have this request acted upon, perhaps
we could discussit and the whole problem of how best to en

courage creative writing in Nexico, during my next visit which
will be the first three weeks in April.

I think I ought to say, in reference to the opening
paragraph of your letter, that somehow }.IJr. Fahs or I must have

l
given you a mistaken impression of The Rockefeller Foundation in
terests in the Humanities, for while we are deeply concerned with

\the
creative process we certainly believe that this includes the

writing of history as is indicated by our past support to El
Colegio. Similarly, at the present time we would be happy to
receive a fonflal request from El Colegio asking us to support the
proposal of Lie. Dru1iel Cosío Villegas to evaluate the sources

for the History of the Nexican Revolution as the necessary first
step to a basic and object.Lve study of contemporary rulexican

history.
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There is no prOV1S1.0n Ln t.his project, as outlined for
Mr. Fahs and me 1tJ"hen 'Vie were in Mexico, for a salary for Cosía.
'(¡"nile there are advantages to his not being formally connected
with the project in this two year interim period, we v>rould appre
ciate your telling us frankly if you believe that this arrange
ment will work any financial hardship on the Cosío family. Don
Daniel remarked that he will be badly in need of a vacation after
the final volume of the Historia J'.:;oderna de I"lexico is in press,
when he expects to go to Europe with his wife. Hany advantages
would accrue to Latin American scholarship in Europe as well as

in America should Cosío visit the severa.1 centers of Latin Ameri
can studies in France, England, Germany, and Sweden. Also, Hexí.co
and Asia might be the mutual beneficiaries, should Cosío extend
his travels to include two months in India, a month in The Philip
pines, and what.eve r time he may want to spend in Japan and other
parts of the Orient.. Should El Colegio de Mexico care to request
aid to make such a trip by Cosío and his wife possible, The Rocke
feller Foundation would be glad to receive it. You could work
out the precise form of the aid with Cosío, but it might be some

thing like two round....the-world air tickets (approximately :�4, 500)
and a per diem of $25 for 180 days (another $4,500)e This propo
sal would have him spend two months in India and one month in The
Philippine s , and wou.Le give him three months to travel in other
parts of Asia should he wish to do so, and to visit the European
centers of Latin Arr�rican studies. Such an arrangement would
allow the Cosíos full freedom to vacation in Europe as they may
have planned; it will make it possible for Cosío to accept fees
for whatever European lectures he may be invited to give, and
still be of substantial help in permi.tting him to extend the scope
of tris travels. The Rockefeller Foundation will be happy to fur
nish Cosío with letters of introduction in India and The Philip
pines, and of course for any other places he may feel they would
be helpful.

If, for any reason, it 1AJill not be convenient for you to
see me between April 1-20, could you suggest a more satisfactory time
for my visit? n-�tf"'''5� difficult to arrange an earlier date, but
I could postpone my stay in �1exico until Hay.

May I say what a privilege it waS to talk with one whose
works I have read, heard discussed, and read about, since my student
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days, and how especially pleasant it was to have these impressions
heightened by personal encounter -- something that, unfortunately
doesialways happen.

�
""� /.1
l, .{ /f*�w'"""f./. i'W< �

l.-,

Don Alfonso Reyes
President, El Colegio de Hexf.co

Durango 93
Mexico 7, D. F., l"lexi.co

JPH:ebh

Sincerely yours,

3
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Dr. John p� Harrison,
The Rockefeller Foundation,
49 �e8t 49th StreetJ
� ew :lar k 20, N. Y.,
E. U .. Ar

Mi muy estimado señor Harrison:

En respuesta a. su gre.ta. car-na del 9 del 8.ctU8.1, envío ä
usted� anexa 8. La pr-e serrte una solioitud en forma, rI nds , como
verá usted, ace, to (en ml nombre y ts.mblé'n en el de don Daniel
Cos îo Villegas) la,s sugestionas de usted. relativas al p.psible
viaje dé don D.t·.niel con su esposa.

El Colegio está también enteramente (le acuerdo en el plan
del Sr .. Coslo Villegas para el trabajo de doa años apli<"8;do al
esclarecimiento y reeopils.clón de laß fuentes sobre la. Histo
ria Contemporánea de Méxioo (Revolùolón, etc.) ..

Por euarrto B. La posible ayuda a los becarios ,del Oolegio
de México J me pareoe en efecto pref'erlble esperar el viaje de
usted para el próximo mes de abril, y desde ahora le manifies
to que dell &1 20 lo esperaré aqu! eon el mayor gusto.

Al dar 8. usted las gre.cine por: el interés que le mellacen
nuestros investigadores y nuestra institución, le envío mi
cordia.l saludo y queà,o su amigo y servidor afeotísimo.

Alfonso Reyes
j::) ..,. i'3 ·tr res usn I� ..

AR/Ja.
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Dear Dr. Reyes:

Mr. Charles B. Fahs is absent from New York for a

few days, and I should therefore like to acknowledge receipt

of your letter of January 15th concerning the proposal for a

guide to !"Iexican corrbempor-ary history.

Mr. Fahs will see your letter when he returns

to this office next week.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
President
El Colegio de Mexico

Durango 93
:Hexico 7, D.F.

lk
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Dear Don Alfonso:

One of my pleasantest memories
of my récent trip to Mexico is the visit
with you in your lovely library. I was

especially happy, therefore, that this
picture turned out reasonably well. It
is a little shadowy but fortunately the
shadows .are on Burton Fahs and me.

Burton and John Harrison join me

in greetings and warm best wishes for
the New Year.

Sincerely yours,

re. h h"
Flora M. Rhind

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
President, El Colegio de Mexico

Durango, 93
Mexico 7, D.F., Mexico
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Dear Dom Alfonso Reyes:

Thank you for your letter asking The Rockefeller
Foundation to participate with El Colegio de Mexico in the
preparation of a basic survey of printed and manuscript
sources for Mexican history after 1910; and also for the
request to help make it possible for Don Daniel Cosío
Villegas to visit Europe and Asia with his wife. I will
present these requests for formal consideration by the
Foundation, and will write you o£ the decâ sd.on as soon as

it Ls made.

Thank you also for your kindness in agreeiilgto
wait until my Apri.l visit to discuss possible Rockefeller
Foundation assistance to El Colegio' s program o£ aid to
creative writers. Incidentally,· did you see the interest
ing discussion of Octavie Paz1 �ecent book in "The Times
Literary Supplement" of December 28th?

With every respect and warmest personal regards,

Don Alfonso Reyes
President
El Colegio de Mexico
Durango 93
Mexico 7, D. F.
Mexico

JPH:ebh
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T)f'tSXl. CO, J" F J- 2n.· 1··q�7. ., t
. anuary 7 Lin 1 ",.

Dear ï.tlis s Rh1nd:

I am 1'"t,eal1y delighted �rith the photo, f'o r- t-rhich I
thank you very muen-.; It is indeed a pleasant souvenir
of your kind visit.

'1-' �t)N "1'01) +r �¡¢\nt";."lv.¢.;' ;:�: eliI'\ mv P"·�p.A""1n('� ...:t n:rl(� 'br�'I:�m� }.}r¡.""r tJ '_ .... u,.. -i..&"""Jo-;-ç;;-I,.,.'i,{'t..:� ,.,._.1�DV "4'1 . \.¡,� �.:;/ \.; ..�.... '£�{.':;;: Q.� ,�� \,',_;,LL'-

bASt "f1sh6S for you, tor Mx"" Fahs and Mr. lIarr.is,on for
the Nel� Year.:

AR/ja.
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Mi muy estimado señor il amigo:

Reoibo y leo S1e.::.D.iP!1.1e.- ... Th.·.··.··e. !1.· ..m.éa ..

L.•.. 1t.·...er.:a.r....'V. s....�U.�!\\jl.·.�.. e.·.. m.--
..

e...nt...
"

.. c.·.. on.·.·· el.....

.

--. 'oM _" !!I,al.' I, o: ::}jL __ g -..:.t:i!Y"t?I...-.·�.'4!. liCU. -'�:""�_lt.f _.rZ-:lii .....-.,. .' .que tengo algunas relaoiones y que oonsielaro la mejor revista de
11b:'os del mund.o � Le!, ea efeoto, le. reseñ8. del. libro 'de Q·c.ta
Vio Paz" y me dio m;u.oho guato ver La impo!'t�.no-1a. if c9.te·�or!8�
que le coneede'n •. '

Esa resflrla e stá necha por mi amigo �J. }\(.. Coh.en.,
à q_uien yo mismo he l)Ueste en :conta(rto, d�sde he,ée más de un� año,
eon la rllleV$...lit�rat\tra mex 1CB�nt5l; .. I!l Mant! iesta tUl v1ve interá s

.

po� ltl�pan{)amét-<ltlä. E,? ê\lut�)r de una A!t�p�pgl!. poétias_. española
ï una, Hl�t�: ..

,p.
..
(le la �1tel1'�tura ooci(l�ntai 1 obr-as ambas pnb11oa

da� en las' énguln E{11tlons) '1 por desgraols. alge ligeras y ob
jetables,�

�
A··l··.p "O
.

"

.• onso úeyes.

AR/Ja.
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Dear Mr. Fahs:
The old project of the Modern History of Mexico is quite over

as far as research is concerned, and four-sixths over as to PUbliShing) since

the PUbl1sherl already bas in his hands the manuscript of volume IV. In fact,

there only remila1ns to be done the adjustment of the text of volumes V and
�

VI so as to reach the final draft. >

------'
- - This seems to be then the time to oonsider whether there ls

���.
))

��oject worthwhile by itself and in whose ac"hievement we may take

advantadge of the experience and knowledge so far gained.

A cont�porarYbistory of Mexico suggests itself a� a logical
. i.

ft.

sequence, but the sou,�es for such a history are so abundant and scattered

. ����/ .

and their value so uneven, thE1t it seems �� o tackle first the
J

question of the localization, evalup�tion and availability of those sources

�, as a separate and independent project. Thi final goal woud be to publish

a guide to the sauces of Mexican Contemporary History for the use and

.

LA

profió of any person interested in th*s period.�pÇ,�����

We believ�bat the k could be completad in two years by a

team of five researchers, two of them working full time and the other

three'part time. The work bas to be carried out not only in Mexico City,

in some other thirteen places, and in some fifteen American oealities.

IJ



· (�--The maän expenses 1nvoved
...

transportation costs and a per !lXIII diem cost while travelling.

I am then SH!1Ù!I sullllniting for your kind considera.tion this new pfoject
�! �

under the baA� of your Foudation meeting two thirds of the cost of rease

v

� and the e�ire cost of tranportation and travelling expenses within the

United States, while El Colegio will meet the reamining third for research

and the cost of transportation and travelling expenses ,vithi Mexico,

as follows:
. ......--.....
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