Los Mayas Antiouos

Arqueologia y Etnografia por un Grupo de Especialistas
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20 LOS MAYAS ANTIGUOS

afio 1837, traté de su viaje a Egipto, Arabia Pétrea y Tierra Santa.
La recepcion de csta obra fué tan buena, que la casa editorial
Harper y Hermanos, de Nueva York, imprimié otra obra de Steph-
ens al afo siguiente: la relacion de su viaje a Grecia, Turquia,
Rusia y Polonia. Hasta el afio 182, mismo del fallecimiento de
Stephens, la casa editorial habia publicado 21.000 ejemplares
de la primera obra y 12.000 de la segunda. En el afo 1876 la
obra no se habia agotado y se vendia a tres dolares por e]empla_r.

Una obra atribuida a Stephens y titulada Notes of Travel in
Egypt and Nubia, publicada en Londres por M. Ward, probable-
mente se funda en la primera obra de Stephens: la de su viaje
a Egipto, Arabia Pétrea y Tierra Santa. En la resena inscrtada
en la revista North American Review, sobre el viaje a Egipto, Ara-
bia Pétrea y Tierra Santa, L. Cass? se rcfirid a una edicion de
ésta, publicada en Francia.

Los comentaristas ingleses, que generalmente vacilaban en
sus alabanzas a las obras de autores norteamericanos, a menos de
que sobresaliesen cn cualidades literarias, recibieron con aplauso
los libros de Stephens. Algunos escribieron asi (traduccion del in-
glés): “lLa obra, no obstante algunos defectos ¢ imperfecciones,
de ninguna manera carece de manifestaciones de sagacidad, aspi-
racion literaria y persistencia” ® y “Desde la primera pdgina hasta
cl fin, la animacion, fuerza caracteristica y espiritu alegre del au-
tor quedan integros”.*

Los americanistas que hoy estudian las ruinas mayas del sur
de México, Yucatdn y Centroamérica, han hallado en las relacio-
nes de Stephens sobre esas comarcas, una riquisima fuente de
informacién original.

Cuando Martin van Buren, Presidente de los Estados Unidos.
en 1839, nombré a Stephens como delegado confidencial ante la
Fedcrac.x(,’)n de Centroamcérica, la cual se encontraba en estado de
TCVO_IUCIOH, did a la posteridad, sin saberlo, un hombre que estaba
destinado a contribuir al estudio de las antigiicdades indigenas.

2 Cass, PP 181-25.6.

3 ~ o) 4 i . .
p. 421 De la resciia que aparecié en la revista Edinburgh Review, vol. 75,

4 ¥ = T . .
Bt De Ta resefia que aparecié en la revista Quarterly Review, vol. 69.



























































Corresponden.ee

































































































































































































































es.de








































128 LOS MAYAS ANTIGUOS

ya = the name given ancient carved stones). The second sculp-
ture, Monument ¢, is located approximately 4 Km. south of Pus-
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Fig. 43.—Map of Yucatin Peninsula, showing location of the sculpture under discussion,

tunich in dense acahual, some 500 m. west of the line of the rail-
road. ‘

As Monument 2 is the better preserved, it will be first de-
scribed —even though not first seen by the visitor to Pustunich. In
the abandoned milpa at the point described there is an utterly
ruined low mound on the north slope of which the sculpture was
found. It has broken in many pieces, only three of which were
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found. But these three comprise the larger part of the original
sculpture. It was further damaged by fire in the burning ot the
milpa in which it is located. Inspection of the accompanying

Fig. 44.—"La Mujer”.

photo (Figure 44) will give the reader a much better conception
than any verbal picture, so our description will be brief. It
stands  at present 167 cm. high, has a maximum width of
76.5 cm., and represents a crude human figure completely de-
void of clothing or ornament. It is executed in the highly dis-
tinctive approximation to sculpture in the full round described
In connection with our northern material. The face is dominated
by a broad; rounded forehead. The eyes, nose, and mouth are bad-
ly damaged, but seem to have been executed with little care. The
Nose was wide and flat, the mouth large and coarse, with thick
ips. Large ears were broken off and not encountered, leaving



130 LOS MAYAS ANTIGUOS

nevertheless broad scars ¢n the side of the head. The head is
set on a short, squat neck above very large shoulders. Below these,
the body is constricted grotesquely at the middle in the style of

our 1890’s, expanding again at the large, wide hips. The only
detail on the trunk is a greatly exaggerated umbilicus, some 7 cm.

Fig. 45—~"Santo Pus”, front view

wide and 5 cm. deep! The arms are akimbo, the spaces between
them and the trunk being occupied by elliptical openings giving
the sculpture the mentioned appearence of full round. The legs,
again, are deeply bowed with an elliptical opening between. Be-
low, there is a flat stone surface, doubtless originally buried in
the earth. No details such as fingers or toes appear, nor would
these have been completely removed by erosion. No trace of gen-
itals appears, despite the complete lack of clothing, nor is there
any indication that there ever had been such. The name “La Mu-
jer”, which is locally given to this figure doubtless represents a



PUSTUNICH, CAMPECHE 151

ltizcv“(lnll of sheer) contrast to the quintessence of masculinity por-
}e(T Dy bgnto I us, (E igure 46) whom we shall consider presently.
mound?e—;’lllliage. 01'1 Puslumcl.l is.b.uilt over a number Of, ancient
1d it is the popular opinion that the monument located

Fig. 46.—“Santo Pus” in his shrine.

lf?neao;ht?ne at the n_orthlern edgc of town was rcm‘oved from
tha 1ese at some time in the d1stant past. It seems 1mprobable
Weight was removed from the site of Monument 2, as its great
i , ar“{d the ('to.1_151derable distance, would have rendered this
exceedingly difficult task.

Open?gelveral years ago, when the way of the new railroad was being
Smashédug}‘)’ a group of mtoxu:ated workers entered the town and

Santo Pus in many pieces.” In 1938, under the guidance

3 . .
all 1y, Members of the village informed me that of this group of malcreants,
tage tTOI}e had met with death in the short period since their act of sabo-
fieet his survivor, I was misteriously informed, had “suffered serious fi-
cial reverses”,



132 LOS MAYAS ANTIGUOS

of the Comisario of the village, Sr. Carmen Gonzilez, the statue
was reassembled, patched with concrete, and given a coat of plas-
ter. In the course of this reconstruction, a face was modelled on
which Sr. Gonzilez informed me bears little resemblance to the
original. The body, however, was not altered, and remains an al-

Fig. 47.—"Santo Pus”, rear view.

most exact duplicate of the monument we have just discussed.
Below the equally exaggerated umbilicus there is a small tablet
16 cm. wide and now projecting 5 cm. This is all that remains
of the genitals of the original statue. Various descriptions of Santo
Pus before his mutilation and an ancient box camera photo too
indistinct for present reproduction, which was taken by one of
the engineers surveying the new railroad, let us know that the
statuc originally had grotesquely exaggerated genitals. The penis
was of great size and in a state of complete erection.

By consulting the list of characteristics defined as distinguish-
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Is uni . : ’ I

m:mform throughout its length of 19 meters. The vertical walls

h :sure one meter in height, and the height of the vault itselt
ne meter. The vertical wall faces are of stones apparently
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The sketch is accurately copied from a

]"ig'.
f the stones visible at the entrance.

l)}1£§5.‘—\’;lllI[C([ Tunnel at Mayapdn.
Ograph, and shows clearly the shapes ©

the exposed face.

cru
dely rectangular and roughly hewn on
' masonry like the

. oit'her @ Ko section wogld show block ; '
ouijs at Chl(‘hér_l .Itzri, or lime concrete construction like the
ing i of the Magician at Uxmal, I c.ould‘not tell without tear-
apart, but I conjecture that dissection would show 1t to
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Fig. jo.—Templo N® 5, Tulum: a) visto por el suroeste; b) visto por el sur; ¢) visto pot
el poniente; d) visto por el suroeste, después de la consolidacion.
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Fig. Ay a. Fachada del Templo ne g ode  fuloon








































































































s.de


















absenc.es










ARCHITECTURAL TRAITS AT PIEDRAS NEGRAS

At Piedras Negras eleven palace mounds were i{l\'cstiga?ga,
ut the number of buildings concerned is at least fifteen, four
daving been largely destroved to make way for lfiter oncs o'n-the
same building platforms, universally plam. Counting only original
Phases of the surviving eleven, three lacked the end-room trait,
and eight showed it, a preponderance of use similar to that of the
78010 and 78910 complexes on temple pyramids. By seC(')n(lar‘y
modifl'ca[ion, one of the three palaces originally lacking this trait
Yas supplied with it, making the proportion nine to two. This
occurred on the latest of six Aciopolis strata. One of the other
Negative cases concerns a palace believed to be early on rather un-
Certain Arounds, and the third is a palace on the carliest of the six
Topolis strata. All of the positive cases occur on the latest Acro-
polis level, or in positions allowing for as late a date. Thus there
'S 2 fair case for deducing that trait 11 was rapidly adopted at a
fairly Jate date; if a fact, this strongly confirms its foreign origin.
. 'T“fortunatcly this evidence must be qualified. On the early bur-
led Acropolis palace only one end survived, and sometnnes trait
' occurs o one end only, which in this case might' h.ave been the
EStroyed end, Also, the medial wall at the surviving end had
€en removed in a secondary phase, as would have to be done for
sec(mdary mtroduction of a transverse end room. Destruction was
100 grea show if some other purposes caused the removal. If
? Uansverse room was introduced here it did not have an outer
(Oor“’a)’, and would not constitute the full trait we are talkl.ng
hour, The probability remains that the trait is a rather late in-
troductiO,L _
. Our purpose has been to illustrate the traits listed, point out
their occurrences both at Piedras Negras and at cemr.a] Petén
‘;lleS, to suggest that they probably diffused westward without af-
(.le‘(';lsn}f} the Usurmacinta region as a wl.lole :Xl(lf to' xn;hf:ﬁ;;’l)l?st
lere are as to when this occurred. CW misce O.
ACls ap comments are now added. The tablg of temple traits
s‘mws consistent linkage of the apron molding and vertically
Ut bager with the inset corner. The resulting complex (78010)
a[)I)lies not mcrcly to a substructure component as a _whol.c; ap-
barcmly nowhere at this site was an inset corner bunlt. without
€ apron ¢ the corner itself, the inscts constituting vertically cut
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