
Q-1
Is 1 t possible to pur chase Lower California under existing laws 
of M:t.�xiool 

A-1
There is no law in my Country under which. part of our terri tory
c a11 be sold nor is there a single Mexican e i ti zen th a t wo uld san ction
it.

Q-2
If not, the re::solu&ion is futile and it only tends to irritate a
sensitiva people¿

A-2
The resolution is completely absurd, and it only shows thc absoluta
lack of k nowledge of our laws and character in those respon�i ble
for i ts introduction in Congress.

�.-3 
Is there nota general. desire on the part of Mex1co to establish a 
spirit of neighborly intercours c; between the two 11'.epublicst. 

A-3A general XRRtt desire predominates in Mexico for the most cordial
nmighborly and ,ormnercial inte?0ourse �ith th·s 5ountry.

('_4 
In :pito of the fact that there are mischief rrmkers and rnalevolous 
m:3n in all countries, does not the Gen, .... ral beliGv� that the attitude 
of al l good anu forward looking Americans, is one of friendship for 
Mexico é. 

A-4
I earnest-ly believe that the majo:r.-ity of th0 ci t.izens of th is Country
view �ith delight thot the best of harmony exists between the two
Republics, with the exception only of R few very reach men and cor­
porations Vlhose material interests have been &ffected by our new
legislation.

Q-5
In the opinion of the General, does he not elieva that with the 
existing of co r·dial relations, Mexicc v;ill become one of the prin­
cipal consumtng markets for the p.coducts of this ·..;ountryl 

A-5
I believe t hat ,1exico i:lt�M:a::m:m: not only offers a mos t advantageous
market for th3 proaucts of %rd:Blbal this Gountry's industries, but it
may be as well one of the most accessible markets for the raV'l material13
to be usad in these se.e industriese

¡rhe above Etatoments are m ae by :�;.eueral Obr ,¿on ns a plain Citize n 
of ¡iexico as he 1FiS no offic ial connect:i on whatsoever wi th the Mexi can 
Govornmente 

. 
San .c'rancisco, Cal. Jan. 23d'l919. 
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Es posíble comprar Baja California, bajo las leyes actualmente en vigor, en 
México? 
No hay ninguna ley en mi País que autorioe la venta de territorio Nacional, 
ni un solo Mexicano que lo permita. 
Si no la és, la moción presenta.da al Congreso de EE UU resulta :fu.til y solo 
tiende a irritar los a.nimos de un Pueblo por lo regular sentimental? 
La moción presenta.da al Congreso es completrunente absurda y denuncia en los 
que la presentaron una falta absoluta de conocimientos sobre nuestras leyes 
y nuestro carácter. 
Es el deseo por parte del pueblo Mexicano en general, fomentar relaciones 
amistosas y de intercambio- co�ercial �ntre ambos países? 
En México predomina un sentimiento general, en favor del más cordial acercat­
miento amistoso y �omercial con este país. 
A pesar de que en todos los países existen gentes malevolas e intrigan.tes, 
en la opinión 4elrGeñeral, no creé que la actitud de la mayoría de los ciu­
dadanos Americanos bien intencionados, es de franca amistad hacia México. 
Creo fund.adamente, que a excepción de algunos grandes Capitalistas o Compa­
ñías, cuyos intereses materiales han sido afectados por nuestra nueva legis­
lación, todos los demás ciudad.anos de esta República verían con gusto que 
las relaciones entre ambas Naciones, se encaminaran hacia la más franca ar­
monía. 
En la opinión del General, no creé que existiendo buenas relacionas puede 
llegar México a ser uno de los principales comsumidores de los productos 

de Estados Unidos? 
Creo que México, además de ser uno de los mercad.os de mayores ventajas para 
los productos industriales de este país, puede llegar a ser la fuente prin­
cipal donde estas mismas industrias puedan obtener las materias primas a pre 
cios mas ventajosos. 
Las anterfores declaraciones son hechas por el General ObregÓn en su carác­
ter de ciudada..�o mexicano, pues no tiene investidura oficial alguna con el 
Gobierno Mexicano. 

San Franc1sco, Cal., enero 23 de 1919. 
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TELEPHONE OOUGLAS 7
(2:) 

1919. 

\� \ \ 
/

/ General Alvaro Obregon, 

� 

'/.; ,:' · 

My dear General: ·-..., 

I regret very much that I was 

unable to see you on your recent visit here, but 

I had to tmdergo another opera tion - milder in 

form than the previous one, but still: it put me 

out of business. 

As you know, there has been a. 

great deal of cormnent caused by the recent speech 

of Sena tor Ashurst on the purchase of Lov,rer Cali-

fornia. I enclose herewith an editorial from 

11The· Bulletinu which speaks for itself. 

Do you expect to come to San Fran-

cisco shortly? 

With kindest regards, I am 

Yours truly, 

2/KCA 

Enclosure 
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UflNGllMMERMAN 
GAME IN -MEXICQ 

By J.iQIES . H, Wll,KINS. 
Does Senator. Ashurst · wfsh . to be the Americl).n sttccessor of the 

Ger-man�Zimmerman !' Assuredly he is'. playtng the Zimmerman game 
when he fath'ers the ¡tbsurd anél futile resolution for the pu�chase of 
Lower California by the Unite<;l States, alleging · as a reason therefor 
bis, fear· that it will be acquired by Japan. r To get the United States at logger,heads wl�h Mexico · and 'JapaÜ' has been an object ion,g aiid patiently· pursued by a certain interest, and it is noticeable that Senator !Ashurst's name is itseÍf sinister and suggestive; fo� if you eliminate the first two' letters of his name, what. remains? 1t ca,n hardly be un1$Cnown to the character by those responsible for its sen,!ltor that uµe,_13, artlcle ,1011 _0! ln6:.bd'uctlon in Congress. the Me.xlcan Penal Code, de.fines as · Q. ls there .not a gene�al deslre o1;1 hlgh treason punisbable by death the part ot Mexico to establlsh a an a.ttempt to 11,llel\ate ,any porti_pn splrlt of · neighborly intercourse be­of the natlona.l domain. And bY. spe- tween the -two'" _republics? clal en111Ptment this is ma.de a.pplloa.- A. · A genera.! desire predominates ble te the presldent of the Bepublic. in Mexico !or the most cordial nel h But tb,e gentlema.n holdln&' the o�flce borly and commercial lnt�rcou�s� he has disgraced has s,�arted. a httle wlth the Unlteft átates. trouble; so where's the �dds1 , Q. I,n spite of the fact that there And what Is t_li.e matter w�th ou� ar-e mis<¡hief makers and ma.levolent own freak �eglslature ot California· men In ali countries, does J1ot the :At a time whon aU that Is good In hu-. Genera.l belleve that the attitude ot man nature Is sti,lving to rea.ch a bas!S_ �11 good and forward-looking Amer­of permanent p_eace, w,hY should these .1cans Is one of friendship for MexJco? tmltation statesmen throw a monkey- A. I earnestly belleve .tha.t the ma-wrench into t'he ma.chlnery? Jority of the cltizens of the United • -- States ·view wlth delight that the General ObreK,OD, the. foreinost llV- best of harmony sha.11 · exist betwee 
lng Mexica.n �ei� to �he President, the two repubJics, with the ;xceptlon who will be hls succesf.Qr lt he likes, only of a. few very ricñ, men an·d cor­
ha.s been spending a,.téw days In San .¡;>ora.tjons whose ma.cterial lntérests Francisco. He Is a pi'cturesque fig- ha.ve been affected by our new '1egis­ure of a m¡i.n w"r& pc,werffil 11t.ocky lation. 
figure a.nd handsome, tooughtful. , Q. Iri the opinion ot the General, 
face, both indica.tlng" a.t onc6• unusue,l d<1es he <not 'l>elteve that 'With tlí'ii exJ 

hyslcal and mental strength. An lstence of � éordlal r«¡Iatlons, Mexico 
empty sleeve shows tha.t he haa been wlll become one of the principal con­
no carpet soldler. · . sumlng.'ma.rkets for the products of 

General Obregon wá.s the mmta.r:v the United States. 
genlus: ot the . Cárranza mc,vement. .A. I belleve that J.1/[exlco not only With 'the l'estoration of 'pea.ce, and offers a.· most. advantageous market vested authoritY, he beca.me .Mlnli¡ter for the products of this country's ln­
óf War, bu't Uke recent Amerlcán oab- duftrles,·, but lt may_ be as well one 
lnet makei'-s;--resigned to look atte,r ot the most accessible mar�ets for 
hls materia.! tntei,ests. He is an en- the raw m·ateri�ls to be used In these 
Ughtened fa.rmer, eager 'to Jmprove same Industries. 
the' agrl�ultur¡¡.l methOd!J of hl!' coún- The above statements are · made by 
try, but yet a. ma.n ot a.ttairs. Al- Genera.l Obregon as a. plaln cltizen· 
though holdln� no offi�e wha.te'ver of Uex.lco, ·as he has no otllcial con­
lle Is 8t(n the Colonel Ho.use ot Mexico ection whatsoever wlth the �exlcan 
alwa.ys consulted 011 vexed qu,estjpn.. overnmént. A. OBREGON. 
and tj;_Óse, declsions;· Beyond: .. th(Lt l_¡.v San Francisco, Cal., Jan. 23, 1919. 
is a.n earnest· promoter · óf "the mbs .. 
frlehdly relatlons ' posslble betweéli 
Mexfco a.nd the Unlted 'States. 

In my in térvjew. w!th · hiin, Genéral 
Qb¡,egon, in relatlon to. the Ashurst 
resolutlon, ·answered and s!gnéd hls 
name t,o the followi� pertinen� ques-
tions: . ·. . 

Qúestlon:'. ·Is it1 p9ssible to' 11ur­
chase Lower Ca.llfornia undllr !!Xlst­
ing 11.ws of :M;exlco, a.s. proposed' by. 
Unlted $ta.tes l3tina.�or ,.Ashurst'.s reso-
lutlon? 

Answer: Th'ere "is, no Iá.,y · In ,niy 
cóuntrt under 'w_lÍ!cli any part óf ·our 
terrltory. ca.n be. sbl'd' nor. hí there a 
single Mexica.n citlzen . w,ho . would 
sanction lt, 

Q. · If not, a.n4 the resolutlon: Is 
futile, does lt not only tend to Irri­
ta.te a··sensitlve peoplef 

.A. The résolutli,n'ls completefy ab­
surd, and �t -on!y shows the absolute 
lack ·of-kDo�-.�t, P.U.11 l&wa-� 
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vas t. Un,der new condi-
ti011s,. with European fompetiti0n cgt off, that c;ommerce can 
be multiplied peacefully many• t�rp.es over if we only give our.
one sure o· ortunit:y: a· c;hfillct. 

· · 



.
HIS S W A Y NOT ENDED 

General Obregon, vlsltor In San Francisco, who Is tb'.e Colonel 
House or Mexico In -bis lnfluence In polltical affalrs. 
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