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Dear Lie. Villegas:

The person named above has applied for a fellowship at the

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars to undertake the

attached study proposal and has submitted your name as one well

qualified to evaluate the application.

We would appreciate it if you would write to us, confidentially,
and as fully as you are willing, with your opinions of the applicant's
intellectual capacity, experience and ability to accomplish the proposed
study; of the likelihood that the applicant would contribute personally
to the creation of a lively center; and of the importance of the work

which is proposed.

The'advisers and trustees responsible for the final selection ·of

fellows to whom appointments will be offered will be most grateful
for your help.

Sincerely,

�:d.'_L'1./�'1
Assistant Director

Enclosure

P. S. We are on a very tight schedule, and your prompt reply would be

much appreciated.
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FIRST
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MIDDLE

2

AGE

(608)255-050i
HOME TELEPHONE (U.S.A.)
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l .. USA
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(608)263-2339
OFFICE TELEPHONE (U.S.A.)

USA
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4 If English is not your native language, (it is) t

(a) indicate your degree of fluency in English, using Excellent, Good, Fair or Poor:

SPEAKING WRITING

(b) What language would you use in writing the final product proposed in this application?

(c) If answer to (b) is language other than English, would you be willing to prepare an article-length Engiistl

summary of your work?

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

5 Fellowship desired from 1!:-9:",:·1�5__�.!i.JJ.ß1.1St to
.

1 g76
YEAR MONTH YEAR

August _

MONTH

6 Give �-ª:psul��_lJ�I!� of project you wish to undertake at WWiCS:

.1.1,

A,¡study of the socia.l background and caree,r pat.cerne of poli tical
leaders (or tlelitesll) in Mexico since Î 900, data which I woul.d

interpret as a case study for the illllnlinatioll of (a) the character
and dynamics of a stable one-party regime and (b) the process and

resut ts of mass-based r-evo lutä.on, I plan to employ hw analytical
-perapec tñvee -- historical and cross-national. A cri tical part of
the pro jec t , as exp.l.aí.nad in the accompanying description, entails

a'systematic comparison of elite structures in Hexico with thc;;¡e of

'Spain, Turkey, and possibly other countries.
7 A f�_I_description of proposed project should be resources, and (e) any public policy implica-

Iyped 011 §5':.[Jarate sheets (single-spaced, wilh lions. Applicants should bear in mind that

applicant's name at top of each page) and

appended lo this application. This description
should be concise but of sufficient length to

convey (a) background, nature and importance oí

the study, (b) specific objectives, (c) methods

to be employed, (d) relevance 01 Washington area

proposals may be reviewed by persons who have

no special expertise in subject under discussion.

Accordingly, it is important that project
descriptions be formulated in the clearest possible

�i3_'t.:�:Eializ¡_:d concel?!s should be delineO.
9..��d technical J�rrn¡Il.£l..�L�tpJJ9__?_l2linim_l!.._n::�

8 What portion of the project you describe would you expect to complete at WWlcs?_Comnlen9n aL

___J.'_e_s!,:8r-ch and all the ¡iri't_:ing; I hope to finish ,.� bo()k��.!h raanuscr.í.pt

by the end of the yea:;_·.,
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Fi List current position first. If title does not convey nature of responsibilities, describe these briefly.
If necessary, continue on separate sheet.
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Dartmouth College
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Assistant Professor
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Princeton ItJ
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10 Would you return lo your present position following a fellowship appointment?

If not, please explain .

PUBLICATIONS/WRiTINGS

1 i
\ .

�
� ...... ', �

"

"

List books (title, publisher and date), articles and other writings (full reference). Indicate which of these

\' I � .. �:-; "

publications or writings you consider most pertinent to this application. Use and attach separate sheet

if necessary. If possible, forward one or two samples at writings most pertinent to this application.

See attached sheet.
enclosed ..

Copies of the most pel'tinent wri t í.nga are

1 ; - 1 ,"'\-
� e.

Please do not use this space.
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Inter-University
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Latin Amerioe,n, studies

6/64=8/6� .Latin American studieaUniversity of none

California (Berkeley)
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Harvard College BA

. J

¡ ....;
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6/61
HONOR(S)

Rarvard BA magna CUJll Laude

196.7 and
1969···70

1969 and

1974

.HJ�8sai-C}:1 zrai:lts from the Social Sc�!.e:nee Iieaear-ch Councf.I and
Amel�ican Council of Learned Societies

Resea.rch gra.nts from the America.� Philosophical Socl.ety

1969 'dillie..lli Henry Kí.ekhof'er- Hemorial 'I'eachd.ng ,Award,
UrD.\Tarsi ty of \>liscOliS in

1972-73
,l"

Research grants from the American Council of Learned Societies,
the Institute for Advanced Study, and the National Endowment
for the Humanities

1973

1974

Elected to Board of Editors, His]2anic .&!!Lerican 1!i�_� 1i��
Appointed to SSRC/ACLS Joint COl11!l1ittee on Latin American Stud.ies
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FAMH• .Y

Would members of your immediate family accompany and stay with you in Washington?� �

If so, list name and citizenship of spouse and/or name and citizenship of accompanying children,

Non-U.S. applicants should also list date and place of birth of accompanying dependents.

NAME Pl.ACE OF BIRTH CITIZENSHIP
-----

DATE OF BIRTH
._--

Hary Gr$..n t. Smi th
J'orlathan Yeard ley Srni th
Peter Hopkir�on Smith II

Denver, Colorado
11adison WI
Madison 1,11

USA
USA
USA

6/6/40
11/28/68
1/21/72



7e RESEARCH PLANS
i

Peter H. Smith

\i
I

ELITES, REVOLUTION, AND AUTHORITARIANISM: 1\
'I

POLITICAL RECRUITI'ŒNT IN VlEXICO, 1900-1.971 I
One of the most pervasive phenomena in the modern political I

wor Ld is authoritarianism -- regimes characterized by "limited pluralism,"
identifiably and analytically distinct from democratic or totalitarian

types of rule.l Well over a third of the contemporary nation-states, ?

mostly in the developing regions, fall into the authoritarian category�-
and this fact alone would seem to call for intensive research. Nevertheless,
despite the obvi.ous importance of the problem, ve know relatively little
about the origins, dynamics, and stability (or instability) of such regimes"
There is a particularly urgent need for empirical research to test, refi.ne,
and amplify hypotheses that now exist •

• ,i
Toward this end I propose to study the pro6ess of political transition

in twent í.e th-cen tury Mexico. The country and the period offer two maj or

advantages. First, Mexico provides an opportunity to explore the creation

and operation of a dominant-party authoritarian regime that appears to be

both stable and under civilian control -- a conspicuous exception to

politic.al patterns elsewhere in Latin Ameri.ca, and possibly a prototype
for changes in other parts of the world.3 Secbi:-rd, the Mexican system
developed in the aftermath of an extended, violent, ultimately mass�based

Revolution (1910-20). It is therefore possible to examine, with considerable

perspective, the results of revolution, and thus investigate dynamic processes

of change. In sum, my research proposal concentrates on two related themes:

(1) the origins and character of authoritarianism, and (2) the political
sociology of postrevolutionary society.

'I'he empiri.cal part of my research would focus on a central question:
Who rules? If authoritarianism consists of limited pluralism, it then

becomes pecessary to determine who falls on whi.ch side of the limits --

who does (and does not) have the functional right to organize and compete
for pO'iver.4 A straightforward Ivay of confronting this issue is to examine

the s truc ture and composition of dominant elites. Who belongs to the elites?

What 'is the basis of powe r? And h ow has the make-up of the elites changed
over/time?

Ó;>¡ 1

Applying these questions to Mexico, I plan to utilize three distin�t
analytical strategies: statistical measurement of trends over time, detailed

explication of selected individual careers, and cross-national comparison.

Strategy 1. (Statistical Analysis)

The first approach involves an empirical study cf the_social background
and career patterns of 6,302 people who held national political office in

Mexico at any time between 1900 and 1971. The data, wh í.ch I gathered in

1969-71 and have since put into machine-readable form, contains (incœnplete)
information on such items as: date of birth, place of birth, level of

education, place of education, occupation(s), and the character and sequence

of political offices held. I would employ the data in roughly the foLl.owí.ng
fashion:
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QI : What have been the social prerequisites for gaining high
political office in Mexico, and how have they changed over time? To

pinpoint t.he chronology of change (if any), I would trace secular trends

in the incidence of salient chara�teristics (e.g., urbanization of birthplace,
educational background. occupations) of officeholders und�r each presidential
regime. Hare important, I would also c ompar e the social attributes of three

o f fLcehoLd í.ng cohorts -- the "prer-evo Iu tLonat-y generation" (1900-10), the

"revolutionary genera t í.on" (1917-1+0), and the "postrevolutionary generation"
(1946-71) -- w.í th the literate adult male population as depicted in appropriate
n�tional censuses.

Q2 : Among the people vho have gained entrance to the national elite,
what; have been the social correlates of success? Have individuals from

certain kinds of backgrounds tended to get higher on the political ladder
than others, and has this relationship changed over time? Correlation
c oef fLc Len t s and path analysis (an extension o'f the statistical technique
known as multiple regression) should furnish clear evidence here.
J"� ." .

Q3 : Have political offices been linked into institutional pathvays
to power) and have the routes to relative prominence changed over time?

Hhat have been the modal shapes of political,ç.areers? For this problem
I.plan to study interpositional transition matrices, drawing upon elementary
Markov-chain models and probability techniques�

,

Q4, : Once people gain access to the political elites, how long have

they stayed? Has the rate of continuity changed over time? There are various

ways of measuring continuity -- most simply, perhaps, by the percentage of

people in specific elites vho had �ppeared in previous elite cohorts. I

have already utilized this method.)

Strategy _g. (Individual Careers)

In view' of the expectedly weak connection be tween social background
and success in achieving high office and the ambiguous relationship be tween

interpositional mobility and high office (already documented for the post-l9t}6
gen,eration), 6 I suspect that an understanding of the means to power requires
a d í.f feren t; form of analysis -- specifically, intensive examination of the

background and careers of selected individuals vho appear to represent major
political types (the typology as yet to be constructed). This way I vould

hope, to uncover the factors of political mobility which lie outside the

realm of my statistical data, discern the varied bases of political authority
(or success), and explore the mechanisms of political ascent. I intend to

survey the varied and changing roles of several crucial elements: friendships,
real or, fictive kinship networks, marital patterns, economic ties, non-elite
support , and the multiple uses of violencë (or threats of violence). This

would be a new phase of research, not yet begun, and I would expect to rely
on diverse sources: biographies, memoirs, newspapers, and, if I am able to

make a trip to Mexico, personal intervievs with active and retired politicians.

Stra� 1 (Cross-national Comparison)

Hith the findings on Mexico in hand, I would then like to make some

cross-national comparisons in order to isolate, and hopefully explain,
similarities and differences in the processes of political recruitment and

promotiono Does Mexico represent a truly."unique" case, as some observers
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have implied? Do political elites in Nexico share common characteristics

w í.t.h dominant groups in other au t.hor i.t ar ían regimes? How do recruitment

and promotion processes in authoritarian polities differ from those in

democratic and totalitarian systems?

In keeping with th� conceptual intent of my proposal, I plan to

locate cases for comparison along two separate dimensions: the occurrence

of a modern, popular revolution and the type of political system. Aside

from Hexico, my tentative choices include: the twentieth-century United

States; Spain under Franco; Argentina since 1930; Turkey, primarily under

.Atarurk ; pcs twar Yugoslavia; and the Soviet Union, especially during the

St.a l.í.n
í

s t era. The rationale for selection is set forth in the f o Ll.ow í.ng
.- t ab Le :

_LQRulár Revolution

No Yes

Democratic USA

Authoritarian Sp a'í.n ;". "

Argentina
Hexico,
Turkey,
Yugoslavia

Totali tarian USSR

Of course the categorization is cru.de, and there is room for

disagreement on the location of individual countries. (Spain's Civil

War might have been tantamount to "revolution." Turkey has moved from

one-party rule to a multi-party system with many "democratic" features;

b,út why Turkey and not Mexico?) The resulting comparisons wouLd not

provide rigorous controls on all likely intervening variables. And it

may prove necessary to reduce the number of countries, in wh
í

ch case I

would probably pick Turkey and Spain. D�spite these and other diffi

c1,!lties, haKever, I firmly believe the attempt should be made; it could

become the most important part of my project.

Like Strategy 2, this phase of the research would be entirely new ,

I have begun to build up a bibliography in this area, and the amount of

aV'ailable literature is impressive, but that is all I have done at this

t í.me ;

.. -: r *

This would be primarily an academic study. I ts policy i.mplications
would 'be both modest and indirect -- but also profound. For in a vlay,

the project \Vould help establish a basis for evaluating and anticipat

ing (a) the outcomes of revolution and (b) the durability of authoritar

ian regimes. The sheer frequency of these phenomena, if nothing else,
should furnish self--explanatory evidence for the need to comprehend them.

What I am seeking in this application is a chance to do research and

writing. Washington would be an excellent place for the research, espe

cially regarding the cross-national comparisons. And the Woodrmv \ülson

Center offers an ideal environment for writing, discussion, and the de

velopment of ideas. Given the oppdrtunity. I believe I could finish a

book manuscript by August 1976.
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NOTES

1. See Juan J. Linz, "An Authoritarian Regime: Spain,"
.mos t; easily consulted in Ha§'ê. Poli��ics: §t�ies in

Political _Soc:íology, ed. Erik Allardt and Stein Rokkan

(New York: The Free Press , 1970), pp. 251-83 and 374-81.

2. According to Jean Blondel, who does 'not f o Ll.ow Linz' s

definitions, about 30 percent of the world's political
systems were "authoritarian" as of·1972 :--- and another

30 percent were "populistf! (including Mexico). Blondel,
Compartn_g Pol í.tLca.l .êY£_tems (New York: Praeger, 1972),
Appendix.

.s �

See Melvin Croan, "Is Mexico .the Future of East Europe:
Institutional Adaptability and Political Change in Comparative
Perspective," in Authoritarian ]?olitics in Hadern SocietYL The

Qynamies .2i �blished One-part"'y' .?ystems, ed. Samuel P.

Huntington and Clement Ho Hoore (New York: Ba.sic Books, 1970),
pp. 451-83.

4. Juan Linz has based a typology of authoritarian regimes
upon this same question. Linz, "Notes toward A Typology
of Authoritarian Regimes," paper presented at the 1972
annual meeting of the American Political Science Association

(washington, D.C.).

r:�

5. Peter H. Smith, "Continuity and Turnover within the Hexican

Political Elite," paper presented at the IVth International

Congress of Hexican Studies, October 1973 (Santa Honiea,
California) •

.

'/'

:,"

6. Peter H. Smith, "Haking It in Mexico: Aspects of Political

Hobility since 1946," paper presented at the 1974 annual

meeting of the American Political Science Association

(Chicago, Ill.).



11. PAPERS AND PUBLICATIONS Peter H. Smith

Books

Politics and Beef in AJ¿gentL"0.§:_!_ Pattern$ £É Conflict and Chtm�
(New York and London: Columbia University Press, 1969); and Sp2.nish
translation under the title Carne y Rql{tica en la Argentina (Buenos
Aires: Editorial Paidós. 1969) •

. .

¡o:
;

,Argentina' and the Failure o� Democracy:
Elites, 190¿,-1955 (Jvladison: University
ßpanish translation forthcoming.

Conflict am�ng Politfcal
of WiscOnsin Press, 1974).

New �"p'roaches to Latin American His tory, coedited with Richard
. Graham (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1974); includes own chap
I·.ter on "PoHtical Legitimacy in Spanish Americâ."
:',

-

• .f

Chapters in Books

"Academia and Politics: The Roles of U.S. Úriiversities," in David

S. Smith, ed., Prospects for Latin America' (New York: International

Fellows Program Policy Series, Columbia University, 1970), 35-87;
and Spanish translation under the title "El papel de las universidades

nor teamer
í

canas el) Latinoa¡né'rica," �, (1971), 93-132.

"History,!! in Robert S. Byars and Joseph L. Love, eds., Quantitative
Social Science Re search on I,atir Ame r í.c a (Urbana: University of

Illi�T;Pre�973), 14-61.
--�-'--'..

·"The Making of the Mexican Constitution," tentatively scheduled for

pub l.í ca t
ï

on in Hilliam O. Aydelotte, ed., The Dimensions of ParHa

mentaEY His� (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1975?).
.... ,

:':'

Articles
Ji "I.:.' .'""

I

"Poli tics and Sainthood: Biography by Cotton l'1ather," Hi lliam and

� .Q£��rl'l, 3rd ser , , 20, no. 2 (April 1963), 186-206.

"D.evelopment and Dictatorship in Nicaragua,
i

1950-1960, II The American

Economist, 7, no. 1 (June 1963), 24-32.

"The tatin American Press and the Space. Race," Journal of Inter-American

Studies, 6, no. 4 (October 1964), 549-572.

"The Image of a Dictator:· Gabriel Garc{a Horeno ,
II Hispanic American

Historica 1 Review, Lf5, no. 4 (February 1965), 1-24; republished in

Lewis Hanke, ed., Readin_gs _in Latin American History (New York:

Thomas Y. Crowell, 1966), 11$ 180-198.

l'Los radicales argentinos y la defensa de los intereses ganaderos,
1916-1930," Desarrollo econ6mico, 7, no. 25 (abril-junio de 1967),
795-829.

ï
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11., Papers and publications continued Peter H. Smith

"Social Hobilization, Political Participation, and the Rise of ;Juan
Per5n/'Political Science Ouarter_h, 8/+, no. 1 (Ha rch 1969) � 30-49.

flNotes on Quantitat:I.ve History: Federal Expenditure and Social Change
in Mexico since 1910,n co-authored with Thomas E. Skidmore, Latín

American Research Review. 7, no. 1 (Spring 1970), 71-85.

"The Social Base of Pe r-orri sm ,

II Hi�.:e.�!d_c American Historical Revie,�,
52� no. 1 (February 1972), 55-73.

"La polItics dentro de la Revolucibn: el congreso constituyente de

.1916·-1917." Historia Nexicanª- (87), 22, no. 3 (cne ro-rnar-eo 1973),
363-95. Originally presented, in English, at the Dec ember 19i1 meeting

'}?f the American Historical Association, New York.

llQuantification and Latin American History," Historical Methods News-

lett_�_I, 6, no. 2 (Harch 1973), 53-62.
'":¡

.,
,-

"Inferencia ecologica y las elecciones argentinas de 1946," Desarrollo
econÓmico, 14, no. 54· (julio-setiembre 1974h

"A Political Perspective: The Argentine Beef Industry, 1909-1933,"
pre sent.ed at tiie AgrLcu.Lt.ur-a I History Conference of the American

Historical Associati on convention in Ner,..r York, December 1966.

·"The Breakdown of Democracy in Argentina, 1916-1930," presented at

the Seventh Hor1d Congress of Sociology, Varna, Bulgaria, September

1970; revised version presented to follow-up conference at Yale Uni

versity, December 1973, and tentatively scheduled for publication
i� a book to be edited by Juan J. Linz and Alfred Stepan •

• ,;f.
. •.

IIP�ró'n Confronts the U.S.: Some Implic�ti�ns of Diversified Depen

dency, II presented at the Symposium on Argentine-United States ReLa t
î œi s

in the 1970's, University of Nebraska, October 1973.

"Continuity and Turnover within the 1v1exican Political Elite, 1900-

1971," presented at the IVth International Congress of Hexican Studies,
Santa: Nonica, California, October 1973; scheduled for publication in

�he confe�ence proce�dings •

.

"Hak í.ng It in HexLco t

presented at the 1974

Association, Chicago,

Aspects of Political Nobility since 1946,"
Annual l-1eeting of the American Political Science

Illinois, Augtlst�September 1974.

Book Reviews

Have reviewed books for the American Historical Review, fomputers and

the Humanities, Desarrollo econórI�_ico, Foro inten��l·onal, the .�i�p'ao!iÎ!='
American Historical Review, the Journal of Economic Hist01Y, and the

Pol�i��l Scie��e Q��rterly.
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