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CASA HISPÁNICA, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

435 WEST 117TH STREET, NEW YORK 27, NEW YORK

,

REVISTA HISPANICA MODERNA

Director: ÁNGEL DEL Río Subdirector: EUGENIO FLORIT

26 de enero de 1956

Sr. do� Alfonso Reyes
Av. G�. Benjamin Hill No. 122
México'11, D. F., México

Me han entregado su carta del 3 de enero, �irigida al Pro-
fesor Florit, para que yo me encargue de ese asunto. ,

MUy distinguido señor:

Quisiera me contestara a lo siguiente: ¿Desea œ.. la bi­
bliografia completa de Guti'rrez Najera?

Siento no poder decirle de antemano cuánto costará el tra­
bajo. Como tHo sabe, este es trabajo de detalle y que lleva tiempo. Aqui
pagamos $1.00 la hora. Si Ud. está conforme con el precio empezaremos a

preparar el trabajo y se le cobrará según las horas que se lleye.
En espera de sus noticias, le saluda atentamente,

�(3érnc£:/
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

January 28, 1956

r. Alfonso eyes,
1 Colegio de déxico,
éxico, • F.

Dear r. eyes:

I ackno ledge ith plea e our very kind letter of

January 19, regarding t e possibility of my contributing to
the ser ies of texts published by t e l"ondo de cu; tura .t!.tconó­
mica t o items: 1) a bibliography of Gutiérrez Nájera, in­

cluding not only his own ritings but critical material re­

garding him and 2) an extensive antholog of the orks of u­

tiérrez �ájera, of so e 600 to 700 printed in-quarto pages,
together ith some 4 or 50 typed pages of introductory ma­

terial.

I am very clad to accept the assionment, and shall do

my best to do the ork in a ay hich is acceptable to you
and others on the staff of the Fondo de ultura Económica.

have conferred ith the university authorities here regard­
ing typing and other ex enses connected ith the pre.aration
of the manuscript, and am told that I ill be given a grant
sufficient to cover all such items.

In order that e ay have as clear an understanding as

ossible regarding the t o books to be prepared, I should like
to ask for certain information.

,i11 you kindly send me a copy of the book on or

Juana nés de la uruz, hich you mention, hich I may use

more or less as a model for yon ork". "e do not have that

particular book in our libraries here. It ill also be a

guide to me as regards the number of ords to the page etc.

o you ish the bibliography to -include only printed

bOO�� material aIr ady edited, or do you wish me to

inc � xists at present only in the files of the pe-
riodicafs in hich it originally appeared? As you kno , I con­

tributed to the evista ispánica 'oderna, of �e york, in

1 53, at I called a "Bibliografía �eriodística de anuel Gu­

tiérrez ájera, hich even in the very compact form in hich
it there appears, covers over forty large pages. If I add

critical material on our poet nich ls similarly unedited such

a bibliography will be considerably longer. if I do include

sllch unedited material, ould you ish me to give, as do in

the Revista Hispánica 1ioderna, the signature used, the name of

the periodical and tne date? In the bibliogra hy to which I

have just referred the aterial is arranged according to the

periodical in hich it a peared. auld it be desirable, in



the bibliogranhy hich you no ish me to prepare, to use a
different arranoement, placing poetry, short stories, cr6nicas
and so on under separate headings?

) s regards the anthology, understand you ish me
to include what I regard as the author's best work, hether
it has already appeared in book form or not. I further under­
stand that this volume is intended for the general reading
public, and not specifically for scholars. or that reason
I should suppose you auld not ant critical studies by our
author on literature, music, art etc. Critical studies on
literature are very numerous in his work as it appeared in
periodicals.

�ill it e desirable to provide explanatory notes, to
be nlaced at the end of the volume, covering such matters as
hen the it'em first appeared in a :periodical, its subseque¿t

appearances in periodicals or in book form. explanations of
ooscure references, etc.? I have already acoumulated such
data on t e authorls short stories, and find that �n some cases
a given story ap eared as much as half a dozen times, in some-

at varying forms and under different pseudonyms, in periodi­
cals, before it ayneared at all in book form, and then as
e ited alf a dozen tines or so, sometimes ith considerable
cnanges in the text. I have the data, for t at matter, for
"cri tical fI texts of muer of the material, but as 1 have said,
in a book for the general reader such inutiae ould probably
not be desirable. It goes ithout saying that notes, intro-

uct�r� t ri 1 etc ill be in &nish, and I ftrust correvt
panish. s you perhaps kno , I have a native panish son-in­

la , Professor Juan López- orillas of Brown University, and he
ill ill�ngly check over my anish before it is ty ed.

,

think· of nothing more for the moment. I should say
that my wife and I expect to le ve lo a City for 1esa, rizona,
for several aeks' vacation before I take up this and otner
ork. � address beginning about ebruary '9 ill be General

Delivery, esa, rizona.

ery cordially yours.

r ankino you for your thought of ne in connection
with these studies,

.

am,

£, H,
1. K. lape,

3 O :ß"cLean' t.,
lo a \,;ity, ro a, U. • A.
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY

DEPARTMENT 01" ROMANCE LANGUAGES

inter Garden Court,
1 esa, Arizona.
]ebruary 24, 1956

�r. Alfonso eyes, President,
El Colegio de lliéxico,
.

éxico. D. F.

ear r. eyes:

I have been delaying a reply to your kind letter
of January 31, hoping from day to day to reoeived a letter
from the ando de Cultura Económica with details regarding
the proposed anthology of the works of Gutñérrez Nájera. It
may be that my absence from Iowa City for the last several
weeks, on vacation here in Arizona, has caused their letter
to go astray, though I left careful for arding orders at the
post office in Iowa City. I expect to remain in rizona,
and presumably here at .inter Garden Court, until perhaps the
middle of larch, hen I will return to Iowa City and at once

begin work on the bibliography hich you desire and the an­

tho�y for the ondo de Cultura Económica. I had been working
so long ithout a vacation that I was badly in need of a rest.

I am heartily in agreement ith hat you suggest
ith regard to the content and arrangement of the material of

the bibliography. Like you, I think that the bibliography
should by all means contain the periodical bibliography hich

published in the evista His¥ánica oderna, in addition to
material in book form. In fac , since I will now be orking
over, more intensively, the miorofilm material from hich I
secured the data for the evista, I may be able to amplify it
to some extent. As to arrangement, I agree ith you that ar­

rangement by olasses of material ( oatry, chr�nicles, short
stories. and so on), is better than the arrangement by titles
of periodicals hich I used in the avista. I also agree that
it will be desirable to number the various entries, so that in
the case of stories and chronicles whioh ere published a number
of ti! e in periodicals and collections it ill be possible to
indicate the complete history of any given composition. I also
think it desirable, as you indicate, to republish, along ith
the bibliography, the study on pseudonyms which also appeared
in the avista. In that case also, I may be able to make some
additions and corrections as Iork more intensively ith the
microfilms.

s you say, think it ill e desirable to complete
the first part of the bibliography (on the writings of Gu­
tiérrez Nájera) before taking up the second part (critical
material regarding hi(). I an inclined to think that in this
case the chronological arrangement ill be preferable, for that
would enable us to follow, step by step, the development of



Gutiérrez Nájera as a riter. Ho ever. this point ill be­
come clearer as the first part of the bibliogra hy ap�roaches
completion. As I have said, there is a great deal of critical
material on our author in the microfilm, running back to his
very early ritings.

Thanking you again for your very informa.tive letter,and ith most cordial personal regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

E. K. Mapes,
inter Garden Court,

Kesa, :rizona, U. S. •



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY

Iv)
DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

ugust 6, 1957

r. Ifonso eyes, President.
1 Colegio de .éxico,
urango t 93,
".

7�exl.CO , • •

'hank you very unh for your cordial note of July
27, in icating that the situation ith regar to the ráje a

bibliography is satisfac ory to you.

ne ele ent ith regard to the bibliogra hy has
a peered ithin the last several eeks. úrs. Virginia
Gó ez de Baflos, ha you Qoubtless kno ,and hom I et in
.exico so e years a o, recently rota me to say that she

has been orking for so e onths on a bibliography of Fáje a.

à:lhe di not kno at that time that I as preparing one, and
ished sug astions from me ith regard to periodicals hieh

o not nention in y biblia raphy in the avista Hispánica
oderna. It 6eems to both of us that eight, ith rofit to

the project, collaborate. s it satisfactory to you for us

to do so? Her outline, as she has given it to me, is quite
si ilar to mine, but it is hardly possible that she has ac­

cess to the periodical material I have on film, unless she
looks it up in the files of the �eriodicals in the He eroteca.

he says she e ect to spend the month of ugust in !exico
ity, and think she auld have time to check the lacunae

in my publishe bibliography, to see if she can fill in gaps.
Her help auld also be valuable in findin books ana art·cles
on ájer ublished in �xico in recent years. I am thinking
a�tio lar y a �eses prepared recently in lexica.

�y I ask a partioular favor? ince I am hoping to

publish se eral volumes of unedited rájera material, I a

a plying for a rant-in-aid from the merican Council of
Learned Societies, chiefly to defray the ex enses of typing
the material froll the icrofilm and rety ing it after it has
been edited. ïhe rules governing the application require that
I submit the na es of four persons ho kno me and kno the
nature of the project. ]�y I present your na e1 the rules·siso
require that I send to each sponsor full infor etion ith re­

gard to the project. To save time, I am enclosing a state ent
of that kin in t e present letter. Plea e pardon me if it
seems unnecessarily detailed--I have to obey the rules. If
you are illing to act in that capaoity, I ill send you the
blanks furnished me by the oouncil, and shall be most grate­
ful.

� best ishes for a pleasant vacation in the country.
ince I already had a vacation in the latter art of the inter,

expect to be in o a City the rest of the s er.

SI k
ery cordially yours,



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

August 29, 1957

Dr. Alfonso Re78s. President,
BI Colegio de Méxioo.

,

Mexioo, D. -..

Dear Dr. Reyes:

I find on consulting mw letter of August 6. about the
proposed grant-in-aid from the American Council of Learned
Societies, that I failed to mention anything about a time
limit. In order that it may be acted upon at the tiret meet­
ing of the committe • in October of this year, all documenta
conneoted with � application must reach 8sbington not later
than September 16. It is highly desirable to b oonsidered at
the tiret meeting of the oommittae, tor in that way ona haa a
better èhanoe of Buccess.

or the moment, all I need to kno is hether or not
you are willing to write a ahort letter to the committee en­

dorsing my applioation. If you consent I will send you at
onoe the formal blanks �urnished by the Council, on which
they ish recommendations to be written.

I hall be most grateful it you can find it pOB ible
to endorsa � applioation, and if the neoessary documents
can reaoh aahington by September 15.

lth oordial per onal regards, I am,-

Very sincere17 70ura,

E. X. Kapaa.
300 MoLean st.,
Iowa City. lo a, U. S. A.
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México, 31 de agosto de 1957.

Sr. D. Manuel Calvillo.

El Profesor Mapes de State University
of Iowa, Iowa City, nos va a mandar una bi­
bliografía cabal de Gutiérrez Nájera, sobre
la cual ha trrbajado durante muchos años.
Es un profesor viejo yemérito. En la CBr-

ta cuya respuesta le mostrará a usted Juan
le di o que estamos de acuerdo en apoyar su

solicitud pars. una ayuda a la American Council
of Learned Societies, y aue nos mande las
f6rmulas aue hemos de llenar al efecto. Le
r-ue go a usted que, a La vista de tonos los
antecedentes de este asunto, aue tiene Juan
en la secretaría del Cole�io, consulte, lle-

ado el caso, la redacción en in�lés nara el
American Council con don Daniel Cosio Ville­
gas, dándole las gracias de mi parte y ex­

plicándole de lo que se trata. Le doy esta
molestia orque temo aue por al�ún tiempo
voy a alejarme del despacho. Gracias.

Alfonso Reyes.



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

September 3, 1957

President lfonao eyes,
El Colegio de éxioo,
é:xico, D. •

Dear Dr. eyes:

Thank you very much for yo 11lingnesB to support
œw application for a grant-in-aid. Your endorsement ill
be of extreme value to the committ e. As per your instructions,
I am sending the blanks to Licenciado Manuel Calvillo, Secre­
tary of the Oolegio.

Very cordially yours,

E. K. Mapes

I�



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

\

september 3, 1967

Lioenciado Manuel Calvillo, Secretary,
Colegio de Uéxico. México, D. •

Dear Lie. Calvillo:

I have just receiyed from Dr. Alfonso neyes the
assurance that he will send a letter to the American council
of Learned Sociati a in support of my application to the
Council for a grant- n-aid. in order to carryon my project
of 4it1ng cart in orks of Manuel Gutiérrez Bájera. Sinoe
Dr. Reyas himself expects to be bsent from the oolegio for
some days, for health reasone he instructs ma to communi­
cate directly ith you regarding the matter. I am enolosing
the blanks supplied b the aouneil, on which they wish the

\letter to be written. f you prefer to write it in Spanish
I am sure it will be acceptable to the council.�,

I am most grateful to you and to Dr. Reyes for this
very great favor.

Very cordially yours,

E. X. llapes,
300 )(cLean st.,
Iowa 01ty,\ lo a, U. S. A.
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he rio ie 1 teriel I as nn re erene s o ore:

he actu 11 us d, s later stu re ealed, same hat more h
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of he eu ony s, f�l e 1 materi 1 hich mi ht r e as
.

v enc e , o eth r ith all itin s res bly IJ"á· I' ,� nd� .

returne to lo a. { o years later, after aslatant had ·n-

ad e fil ha ade uately tu -ed the pseu ony s,

et n d to ex"co nd f·l e the -'jera itin s hich I had

at be ore be n ble to reco nize. Bee u e of his rechecking

I bel" v I no have on fi pr ct·cally all of the uthor's

ork •

n addition to the tudy of the pseudon s, first pub-

lished "n 1 • I have published since the 193 s, in the fiel

of ]á era tudie ,an rtiele "dentifyin and datin his fir t

pub she i in s, a lar 01 e of hi une it d rose, hich
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oderna, a maIler volume of unedited verse,

hich ha al o already ap eared in the eVista, an, n the

sa e journal On 1 53, a pani h version of my study of the

pseudony s an a tent tive biblio raphy of all the ¡riten s of

Tájera hich I had collected ro � ican peroodicsls.
I have ree ntly comple ed the manuscript of a large

volume of �ájeral prose fiction: otras

' � ,.:=�� hich is no in the

-

hands of the ublishers, the ondo de uultura conó·c of

exico ·t. I a told it ill o to press lat in the pre nt

ear. I also have n repar tion a maIler vol e to be en-

"

ajera:

co �leta, hich I hope to 00 lete ith·n the next several

onths.

hope, an publishers in exico encoura e e to be­

lieve, hat the t o olume ju t entioned are only th be-

innin ' of considera ly Ion er serie. It seems to me par-

ticularly esir ble to eQit �ájera's very extensive critical

it·n s, for I consi er hOm, on the basis of the unedite

terisl have en, to be a far more discri inatin critio than

ubén ,

rl.o. ost of this aterial has already be n typed from

the icrofilm, o that the a ount can be estimated ith some

accuracy. It ill fill at lea t one large volume, and it i

ore likely that t o ill be re uired. He also rote much

costumbri ta ateri I, on exican mannars anu customs, and

t is teri 1 alone ill fOIl another good-sized volume. till
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further, he is particularly effect·va in t o types of philo-

so hic 1 essay, one s rious, the other humorous or

an each of these types ls ext naive enough to fill

a. volume.

hi sicaI,

t least

1 the terial in the (presumably) five olumes I

have just enumerated in a dition to the t o aIre y completed

or near-n co pletion, ·s of "permanent" v lu (not depending

for it interest upon d y-to- ay happenin s of the period),

and practically none of it ha er before appeared in book

for. It ould ee to represent the inimum of aterial hich

houl find a 1 e in the series. The remainin itin s,

hieh are voluminous, re largely ephemeral in character, it­

ten in conn ction ith the author' duties as a ociety nd

ne s reporter.

I certainly the only living person ho is acquainted

ith all the t rial involved, n ho has it in easily ac-

cesible for. or th! reason it ouI seem most aesirable that

I et as nch as possible of it into book form hile I am

still able to �ork.

• K. :..apes



J f

el e on o con 1 o e tud 1 m e n Coun 11

o 1 or 1 Dr. � in K ton .. r� 11

1 d 10 .. e itas In'd10 ut r

'j , in ,otos e ub 1e do y con ,1 o 1 oy

in ti ucl'n 1n1 n.

Cono 1 1 in
,.

tr
,

co o • on o •

Ou t 1 oc Unlv d o,

19 un . u o ti bl

n 1 o o. inv i ob

1 n1 mo lb .. ric no on u í

L nu ublic o or 1 • n 1

obre lo e y. otr s
.

on un t1cul y

inpul nt u uti rr ale r h ido con 1-

r (O como no e los o br�s 11u tr en 1 n el ento 1



2

o o ric no, lo e tu 10 1nv cion

• o n nt o o uno lo 1

do 1 � ni t • L

or
.. r die n 1

h ho un obr nu au

1 n r o n lo .r i-

v n u � 1 n b -
•

con n o 1 o 1 fi 1 utoX'

con u ónl o 1v o .. ·1 "') h nv cu 10

y r lo udônä o Gut ér z
'

jer , r vi 1 n-

ti 1c o n 11 1 e ito • rt i-

d Q. conoc r r 1 to n 1949. Un e dl-

1 10 n tl.n n r u lie r un vol r¿-

r o 1 r. o e

cion nuel Gu

,

cion 1 1 nio r , or r

oon 1 r. ,
u n

ob r d nu 1 u i�r . -

1 ul t n nt r n u 10, u r- ucho.¡

1
,

ito, vol' (lun o r v o n ,rr" -

J ,.

u o lnv .. i e 'n .. 1 nU .. l u

'J 1 1 nt c1 h s 1 ch
,

, con
,

o ci uno ( o n-

...n 1 o b o lc no ino lo c-

vi to n 1 u .. n r,l v n vo u-

•

1 nlón o e 1 v t 01'n eotud10,
li .,1 )r.

,
o n r

, or e no r 8

f v bl , con i r n o ue il r. un d 1 P s



e 1 10 11 v e bO, lu i
,

1p o y, o,

ún1 son i on �l m r 1 y el 1 1e o

e r o bl e ón cto.

i r 1 con 1 r. , ui n t n o jo

o 1ni6n como 1 o y ho bl o o, h n le o n lo

1 or
,

v vi if ntp .. r on , o n n

lo 11 " 10 1 t nalón su nv 1 e on on t

t veoho •

, ico, • . ,
O 1; b 19 7.



THIS SIDE OF CARD IS

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
"

Pre aident, Colegio de México
Durango, 9.3
México, D. F.
México
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AMERICAN SOCIETIES

J l

The Committee on Research Fellowships and Grants wishes to thank

you for your assistance in connection with the application of

ER TIN KEMPl'ON MAPES

Your letter of evaluation will be of great help to the Committee in

reaching its decision.



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY

January 17, 1958

Dr. Ifonso Reyes, President,
El Colegio de �xico,
Durango, 93, México, • F.

Dear r. Reye s:

I am glad to report that at long last the manuscript
of" nuel Gutiérrez Nájara: Seud6nimoa y bibliografía" is
completed: the typist is just finishing the last pages. I am
t mpt d to send it on at once for your inspection, but with
your permission I ill hold it for short time longer for a
reason I am about to explain •

.� microfilm materials were collected in Mexico a
number of years ago, and at that time the files of several
periodicals hieh are important in the career of Gutiérr z

rájera, among others El Siglo Diecinueve, El Cronista de México
and El R publicano, are not available in COmplete form-in the
Heme:roteca. FrIends ho have orked in the Hemeroteca mor

recently than I tell me that the files are now much more co�

pIete and better catalogued. good friend Carrasco puente
sho ed ma, hen I as orking in the Hemeroteca in the 1930s,
hole rooma full of unbound files of periodicals, just bound

up in bundles, no doubt for lsak of library personnel to bind
and catalogue them. I judge, as I say from reports of friends,
that much of this material has no been made available for
research. I kno from these reporte that a considerable amount
of Nájera material exista in theae ne" files: perhaps 100 to
200 items, and I should like, if possible, to add it to the
manuscript of he Seudónimos y bi liografía" before it Is
finally sent to you.

As you kno , I am retired, but according to the custom
of this university I do some teaching the first semester of
each year. duties end early in February, and my ife and
I have formed the habit of taking a inter vacatio , in the

I

southern part of the U. S., in abru ry and March,. Two years
ago e ere in Arizona, and last year in Texas, Florida ate.

e have concluded that this year e might ell vacation in
Mexico, and at the same time collect the additional Nájera ma­

terial hich has become available. ith this in mind, e ex­

pect to fly to Mexico City some time in February, and spend
several eeks, or hatever time is necessary, in the Heme­
roteca. As I have said, the ne items on Nájera ill not be
so very numerous, and can be ty ed into the present manuscript,
for the mQ.§t part, ithout the necessity of retyping very many
pages. �fiIá being the case, I should think it ise to incur a

further delay of a fe weeks, in order that the bibli�graphy may
be more complete. ith you permission, the�, I ill h� the

(over)



manuscript until I can add the new items, and meanwhile can

enjoy the superb climate of Mexioo City and the excellent so­

ciety of mw many exican friends. I understand that the city
has gro n enormously since I was there, and that there are no
many "skyscrapers," in the North American sense, which they
used to tell us could not be built because of the absence of
"bed rock. It The engineering pr o bû ema involved in the building
of such a structure, under the local conditions, must have
been stupendous.

i th highest personal regards,' I am.'

Very cordially yours,

E. x. Ma-pes,
300 McLean street,
Iowa City,� lo a
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Marzo g de 1958.

Mi querido Antonio:

Lo que quiero es eaber ei en la bibliografía de Mapes cone­
tan ya loe artículos que le mandé a usted a última hora y que le
vuelvo a enviar, por si tiene usted que escribirle a eete señor.En todo caso, le ruego que me 108 devuelva. Gracias.

Alfoneo Reyes.



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY

OEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

April 12, 1958

r. lfonso Reyes. pr sident,

1 Colegio de
,....

exico,

México, D. •

Dear r. Reyes:

I m sending you tOday by registered mail. in t o

packages, the oompleted manuscript of anuel Gutiérrez Ná era:
Seudónimos Z bib1iosrafís. hich I hope ill reach you promp y
and in good condition. If it does not, please notify me.

It is of cour e inevitable, in a piece of ork involving
thousands of items, that there should be errors and omissiona.
I shall be most grat ful if you, or the staff at th Colegio,
ill make any additions or eorr ctione hieh may seem to you

necessary, for I am nxlous to have the ork as complete an
correct s possible. In this connection, sinoe I do not rite
Spanish as a native, please observe and correot any errors in
the form of titles, dst St explanations etc.

I as extremely sorry to miss seeing you before e left
exico, but since our flight back to Chicago as aIre dy ar­

r nged for e had to le ve at the day set. It is quite prob­
able, ho eve , that I ill be in Mexico again in the fairly
near future. As you presumably kno , the bur au of publications
and the lite�ature department of the University have aaked me
to collaborate in getting out a centennial edition o� the orks
of Gutiérrez lájera, and it is quite possible that I shall n ed
to return.to r.exico in oonnection with that ark. I am looking
for ard to the work with a gr at deal of pleasure, aa I coneid r

Nájera one of the greatest of Spanish American riters. in addi­
tion to the position he ooeupies as one of the principal pre­
cursors of the odernist movement.

lith cordi I personal r gards, I am,

Very sincerely yours.

E. K. Mapes.
300 McLean street,
Iowa City, lo a

P. S. Ple e pardon th appearance of aome of the pages of the

manuscript, due to my having inserted material sec�d during
my recent vi it to Mexico. I believe all the mat r�� is clear

and legible.
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