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HISPANIC AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW

(A publication of Duke University Press)

ROBERT E. QUIRK, MANAGING EDITOR

DAVID M. PLETCHER, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

BALLANTINE HALL

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA 47405

March 2, 1966

Sr. Daniel Cosía Villegas
Apartado Postal M-2l23
México l, D. F.

Estimado amigo:

I would be more than pleased to receive a copy of your new book for
review in the Hispanic American Historical Review. We would want someone

in this country to review it, perhaps Stanley Ross, so it would be best
if � au sent it directly to me at Indiana Universit. Also do you knov
now w en e as vo ....ume of your Historla moderna will appear? ��e are

especially concerned to identify and to obtain books published in the
various Latin American countries. I would say that this is the principal
difficulty in our review program. Mexican publishers, particularly the
Fonda, are very cooperative. But often a Latin Americ� book of a limited
edition is out of print before we have learned of it. v r have talked with
Lewis Hanke about reviving the custom of appointing advisory editors in

foreign countries ��help us in the identification of important books in
the history field. VI thought, though, that I would prefer young people
who would more likely be active in informing us of publishing news. We
could offer only a subscription to the Review and occasionally a book or

two as compensation, but I did hóp�e
au might suggest a young man or woman

in Mexico wi th a budding reputatio ,,¡ho might be i.filling to serve as an

advisory or corresponding editor. .

�lSO I hope t�'call upon the historical profession in Mexico for reviews
and for articles�We would not be able to pay' for them as Historia Mexicana
does, but}t would give Mexican scholars an outlet for their work in this

country.VWe would have the articles and reviews translated here, so language
is no barrier to publication. How can I best get my message before the

scholarly community there? V'

)
And finally, I listened with great interest to the paper Ross read for

you at San Francisco. Though it was perhaps prepared not so much for pub­
lication as for public reading, it might well be a fine addition to the HARR



Sr. Daniel Cosía Villegas
March 2, 1966
Page 2

later this year.) Would you send it to me so we could see how it would

look in print? �And I would deem it a great honor if you would consider

doing a special article on your,.,perspective--a "think piece," as it were

on your philosophy of history.� It is my hope that I can get from a few

leading historians seminal articles such as that of Frederick Jackson

Turner on the American vJest.

� On a recent trip to Mexico I called your office, but/O
nd you were

out of town. Perhaps I shall have better luck next time.

Q' 1

/:¿ere
y,

..
. fi ('(I(

1 o L ti Gin--L
Robert E. Quirk

HEQ/ft
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N1¡eVa iiistoriografía política �el Méxi,­
co moclerno. By DANIEL> COSIO VILLE­

GAS. México, 1965. Editorial del

Colegio N fLcional. Index. Pp. 176.

Paper. )

In 1949 --Daniel Cosío Villegas pub-

THE HISPANIC AMERICAN
HISTORICAL REVIEW

FDr information only - This material

has been released to pres� and no

corrections "

"itfr mo7�1
460

Iished an essay on the historiography
of the Porfiriato which contained 256

listings, He expanded this in 1953 to a

total of 858 books and articles. The
flood of publication on Mexico's recent
history led him to add to the bibliog­
raphy, and this revision (which includes
the Revolution) appeared in 1965. It
has 1,276 items and at first glance
would appear to be fairly comprehen­
sive. A check of the alphabetical index,
however, shows some curious omissions,
particularly of bg..oks published in the
United States. /'Always alert to the
in terests of the HAHR editorst'Í looked
for Pletcher and Quirk in the index.
The name of the associate editor was

missing, and so was a reference to his
Rails, Mines, and Progress. I was

pleased to find my dissertation included,
but wondered why the two books on the
1910s were left out. Alfred T'ischen­
dorf was cited for his HAHR article
(1957), but not the suôsequent book,
Great Britain anil Mexico in the Em

of Porfirio Díaz. Similarly, there was

an article by Robert E. Scott, but not
the Mexican G�vemment in Transition.
Other outstanding books which failed

to make the list were E. David Cronan ',8
Josephus Daniels in Mexico, Howard F.
Cline's Reuoiuiion. to E-volution, Ernest
H. Gruening's Mexico arul Its Heritage,
John W. F. Dulles' Yesterclay in Mexi­

co, Frank Tannenbaum's Mexico: The
Stnóggle for Peace asul: Bread, and

Ey ler Simpson's The Ejiâo : Mexico s

Way Out, The only American writer
who is well represented on the list is

Stanley R. Ross, who worked with Cosía
Villegas at the Colegio de México. On
the other hand, the Mexican historiog­
raphy was fairly complete. The only
important writer I could not finc1 was

Pablo González Casanova.
These (and many other) omissions

would seem to indicate that Mexican
histor-ians are less aware of American
scholarship in their country than they
should be. Or perhaps they consider it
less significant than their own work.
Cosío Villegas has provided an intro­
cluctory essay, but the listings are made
without critical comments. ()

R.E. Q.O
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lishec1 an essay on the historiography
of the Porfiriato which contained 256

listings. He expanded this in 1953 to a

total of 858 books and articles. The

fiood of publication on Mcxicos recent

history led him to arid to the bibliog­
raphy, and this revision (which includes
the Revolution) appeared in 1965. It

has 1,276 items and at first' glance
would appear to be faiTly comprehen­
sive. A check of the alphabetical index,
however, shows some curious omissions,
particularly of books published in the
United States. Always alert to the
interests of the HAHR editors, I looked
for Pletcher and Quirk in tho index.
The name of the associate editor was

missing, and so was a reference to his

Eaüe, Mines, and Progress. I "\I'RS

pleased to find my disserta tian included,
but wondered why the two books on the
1910s were left out. Alfred Tischen­
dOTÍ was cited for his HAHR article

(1957), but not the subsequent book,
Great Britain: anâ Mexico in the Era

of Porfirio Díaz. Similarly, there was

an article by Robert E. Scott, but not
the Mexican Government in Transition,

Other outstanding books which failed
to make the Jist were E. David Cronon is

Josephus Daniels in Meaico, Howard F.
Cline's Recolution to Buolution; Ernest
H. Gruening's Mexico and Its Heritage,
John W. F. Dulles' Yesterday in Mexi­

co, Frank Tannenbaum's Mexico: The

Struggle for Peace ancl Bread, and

Eyler Simpson's The Efido: Mexico's

Way Old. The only American writer

who is well represented on the list is

Stanley R. Ross, who worked with Cosía

Villegas at the Colegio de México. On

the other hand, the Mexican historiog­
raphy was fairly complete. The only
important writer I coulel not find was

Pablo González Casanova.
These (and many other) omissions

would seem to indicate that Mexican
historians are less aware of American

scholarship in their country than they
should be. Or perhaps they consider it
less significant than their own work.
Cosía Villegas has provided an intro­

ductory cssay, but the listings are made
without critical comments.

'1' R. E. Q.
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ltor
the HiaPlU11c lean a�.�o�1cal :Revl W
11.ntln 11

Indiana Vn1v r tt,
o 1r.tgton., Ind1.an' lf14�
.U.l.

at Ju t Qflett, lnl' tedly" hay I t ted in writing
t t wben book:1 pubIl had. ita author Wlreatr1ct1bl1 put h Ir
in the hanô. of er!tica and read ra .a well.. In line Witb tl
Pl"lnc1ple# 1t h ina ti been in xc.ept"nai oce lono that 1 hay
l'epl1 to e:r1tlçl a d. to my publications. tbOUgh In a v r 1
_ch tn.tance theZ have seemed to unfound.d.

"

I ree·l that olle of thoae exc.ptlonal e

81ßned .., ea. ..Q. ft on iii' book:
.

va Bl.� o t . 'Qlttl�8 del
!e4ftrno, published In the Ausust isau o b 18 nie x-'1can
eaí .' 181f. 1 thereto . ing you .. IIIr. £ditor", t· t you pI
è ve this reply »"bliahed in the forthcoming iSGU . of: th.. 1tev1ew.

"R.' .Q. It. 1n criticizing my book ha resorted to t, well
1acredlt.ed PNCedW: • un .. in' to a chalar.. of lnting out
otd, s.lGruJ in the blbllograpb$ that I inci" in t pub11catlon.
in ·t. cf con.ld, J-ing whether it Rb t.ance tit in w1th tb • for
whleib the aa wa. maœ, up. Mo�· ver. cCQrc11ng to hi. own conf a1oß#
_ .. ".8.Q. it ba.� _M' by JQ: t golpg over' the inde•• without

ding th. entr1•• th...lves, nó evea GV ¡-looking the )2...p g tore­
.ord �1n . th ..

I
1 .....

Had ... "'B.B.Q. It in king hi8 eritlel toB taken into
consideration tho,se two limitation. l�d til me in the bibliography,

.

, would have absteinetl hiJault from making au.ch cr1t1e1ama.. In teet,.
he ln�alna ttlat tOWld Dy #�\lrloua· omi ion or .Ol"th 'ric n

u.thnred booluJ" which he It.ta.. Let \la eee the aeveJ"e111. Pl tchel'"
and ti ehend�·. books re.ral'. 1t 1. trJ.l&,. to Gd rD z.lc'O" but the'
d 1 with econo teo hi tory and not. w1th political hiatory. Quirkt
th_t- to obtai bie noctQr'a d gree 1 lnelu Q, aae it 1 on

political hiatory and tart with 1910" wbieh act l1y r.Ua w1thin the
h1.'orlc 1 era I l1lacllulng; Wh&rOB ex�lu81on va de of Doctor
irk'. two cooke becau. they N.tel' to h1#tor1.cal 'plaodes that took

pla<! tn 1914 and 1915". which belong to fifex1.eo'. e�nt-!!P9.f!atl and not

.. . .,



e(f.� b18�. On thebe same grouruiB'there were è&el�
..

· à· the �.k.• otott. Cronon, Cline, Oruen1n , Dull a. nn bauœ and. SbJpaon. As a
_t'l_ or ra�t th 1 11 refer tg ev nt occu-rre4 .l'kIr the l'a;rt1rto Diu
downfall. COftSeq ntly, nOQ� of the Oids&lofta or tne )forth Al:lVl_n
�10.B rema1na v lid.

J

_ ft'In
.

BiO benevolent V.18 Mr,,,. a.B.q. .D�nl)unc_ bJ'
bibliography to be 'fatri, capl.t. when ...r; rrtn¡ 'to Jikaxlean a_tbon,
,fQr be on17 finds the 0Iû.8s1on of Hr. lablo -Oonzal_a: Çasanov.a.. I wond. l"
1f Jfr., tta•.•Q. '* CO'Qld ••1' wltat 1l0'Ok on �e hi8tO�J 0'1' 1e.1co ha. '

•

Pablo aonzálu C_noy,a P¡bl1lÙ1,ui. He e,Alld _ntion nOM. because he
ha. no� wpltten an,'on the aubJeet•

.
'

.... If.a.2",.,o conelUdea hta AVi•• b'; ...ring that I
pl'e_nt a 111bllograpb, without � critical, e ntlh' It is tI'Ue that
be .&dt that it 18 preceded b7 an "'_Hl· .. but it 18 quite 4.finit,.
�bat be did not read it. t'Or. had b done ao,� be would have notlQOÙ
that the wbole o.f it 1. _vote4 'to _.oribe tbe peeu11ar qualitt.a and
.v lu.tle tile blàl1o�pb:J.. .�en .08" he VO\llà bave r;tallsed ,(rOl" 1
Ila,. 80 in the Et88al} that tbi. 1. tbe th"'" tt.litt J. aa \lndcertaktng that
,enaract.I'Uatlon $nd elfal",at1on, . wbeMtore.. all J.n .11., 1 navé ..,.1tten

t�' Pa.�tOft .ttd8 &ubJeet. Vwl4tltt tbt••frort be c�.bl in Kr.
B.S.,!. .. oplll1�tl1

.The mOat ..riwa ��t of Jitp., ....B.Q� "1,$ review (an4 th1.
U th. �_1 r••ùn f'Or Dl1 reJ11) 18 tb. tact that h. make. two _lie lc.u
atat� tkat requlH afiA explanat.1-ofl,., . 't'ter at,timing that Prof••or"'
atanl., a .. "Itou la the' only l!ktrth Ameruan writer éo 1. tfell NFeNnt.e4
It.? IQ' blbl109"aph7� he ..l.1ft.; &óa. worice4 witb .. at the Col.�ó .ée

.

." leo. or-, 1.n other word.,,, tat I have Meu tartial In •.tleing Otilt mN'
blbliographt. l: $bóuld atate tMt tir. llosa n.. never worked with me,;,
he wORed a' the CQleglo· de HéxléO' Wen 1: na. the p-�e.ideQt Ql- �t ra
of that iltet;itution. In th.e aame .Me" •• he h.a e-œt�Q to wOl:"k
the... atter' 1 ".tired t'rem it.. Hêl'iee� the" baa only beea a pnpteal
,e0111c:1d1tnee�. ".. botb Wfi$ed at tbe .Me 1l"'11ù1n.. altbougtl each
_pertaN1rig '<IUl.'.rent t.ak.: n. �

wa'. devoted to bis ftsearob WO'rlt. \fbi!.
I wa \!lofting in adIún1at-nt1vé tt..". ot tbe ColegiQ., .It _. "B. ..Q,. 'If
4es1ft. 'to sat.tafy iil."lt that ne1.the1" ln tâta eue. Di'lr in anl otheJI-.
th.. baa been no partlalltJ'... he -7 !;lve It �n_l to' the entrie3
eIlowlns .... ftOSB' plhlle.tlofttJ,. and. be wUl se that all am'! each ot
the Nf p to tile E�1t1fal blator')" of E9.IEa lleÚe.o ...

. '

Th. othel' _l.�olent .t.t..�t J: auat obJect la the one

that Ile.xlean h1a�rl.n8 overlook the Jfol"'thÛle'riean contrlbution to
.

'XiC()'. hi.-toey be�aUH tile,- eon.l4er 1t of IUl 1D.f:.r1or Q11t7. to
that of' tMlr own. Bvldeñt17. 1 unt'tot nt.. the apo'keaœra of Jlateaa
b1sto�1&n.# wheretor. 1 have to lait myQelf �o a,peak exelu$lv.l, of
IlY Jl.f"ooal ca.e� lft _'Ay lecture•• 4.1ivefttl lB *:::1co" t.he .11#8'd

¡

Ite� '.. an4 ln v.rlous Latin Aaerlqt. ewa:t�1 :in MSQ••ud añ1elèa,
.'lten tn d1ae¡Mement with lIortb A_pleD hl:ato:rlans, the_.lv_ .. I bave

al:W4J8 _1nta1nfi "-t :th. latœrta contJrUn.t1on baa alvay8 J¡¡een
�hl" _nerally of • great quall�7. and inùe4 ot an av.rwhelalng
oluu", It 1••,,1Unt. hO_\f.�" that the publlca.clol.'l of erlt141..



, uen aa th one I have eo ent d her In. '

osa not contrlltute cho to
pro ,JQ' th ais ,

.
Please ce.pt. Mr.

pUblication Qr tbese linea.

; ,

1tor� y acknowled eat for the

Daniel Cosio Villegss
Apartado Pô.tal 2123
México 1# D. •
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léxico" D. 11 •• January 169 1968.

Mr. Robert E. Qu1rk
The Hispanic American H1etorleal Review
Ballantine Hall
Indiana ijr¡:1verslty
Bloomington" Indiana 47405
E.U .s,

Dear Professor Quirk:

I am rather battled about this. On August
23rd. 1 wrote you a letter asking the favor of publishing
some reUlBrks of mine on el review of one of my recent

pub11\1stions which was to appear 1n HAHR's August ifume.
Since then. that ia t,a say SI almost three months after, my
letter has not been even .i\lcknowledged, and much less., I
suppose� publ1ßh�

Will you please write me ft word about th1s?

Yours cordially

Daniel Cosio Vlllegas;
Apartado PQstal M-2123
Mé)f,teo l. D ..F.

OOV/meh.-



HISPANIC AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW
(A publication of Duke University Press)

ROBERT E. QUIRK. MANAGING EDITOR

DAVID M. PLETCHER. ASSOCIAT DITOR

BALLANTINE HALL

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA 47405

February 29, 1968

Dr. Daniel Cosía Villegas:
Apartado 2123
}Iéxi co r, D. F.
México

Dear Dr. Cosía Villegas:

Your letter to the HAHR came while I was on an extended trip
to Europe, and I had thought that an acknowledgement had been sent
at that time. We do, of course, intend to print your letter with
what I hope is an appropriate reply. Unfortunately two issues
were already with the printer by the time I had returned to

Bloomington, so it was impossible to make room for the letter
until our May 1968 issue. You can be assured that it will appear
then.

Sincerely,

1/) t Cc·:?' /l .

\ .yf b L (C_Y·Fh- l...

Robert E. Quirk

)1À
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! Ttie Eä1tor
.

¡(tapante American Historieal ftevle�
....

• it • '.

U.S.A.

Señor Editor:

Bo una" sino varias veces,. he dicho por escrito que al publIcar un

libro" au autor ae pone S111 reBervas en ,man.os del Ol"'ftlco y del lector.

;'

i

Consecuente con este pr1neip1Q.. ba sido verdadera.ente excepcional la oea�

ft .R.E.Q." acerca d-e ml publ1e.ae16ru Hueva 1l1storiogratia Polities del Jlé-

e,eta respuesta ..

b1bllogra,f'ia que presento en esa publioac1ón" en lugar �e considerar si en

lo principal corresponde ella al propósito para el cual fue cœpueeta. Más

t.odavfa! segÚn au propia confesión, el sellor "R.B.Q. tl" ha Juzgado 4e la

mia repasando tan sólo el índice de autores. Bin leer las .t:lcnas mismas,.



- 2' -

y mènos las 32 páginas del prólogoque laB pr&Cede ..

El titulo mismo de mi publicación indica con toda claridad 108 dos

finea que me propuse alcanzar: uns' bibliografía QOl{t1ca, del México Modernol

-

es decir, del México que va del triunfo de ;la ••pública aobre el Ùlperl0 de

-esoa dos lim1taciones que btpU8ê a ml bibliogratía" no habría heeho las

críticas que hizo,", Mantiene., en efecto" que halló muchas & 1nexpli.eables

pot" una. Los libros de Pletcher y 'f1.s.o11endo·rf .s.e. refieren" en efecto" al

y* la tests' de do(;}torado del profe.or Q\ilrk porque es de historia política

derabai· pero fller,on excluidos loa dos libro. del mi_o profesor' porque se

l'ef:teren a episodios históricos de 1914 y 1915, ea decir. que pertenecen a.

la h1storia eenltemloran,•• y no la moderna. de .éx:1eo. Por eata mi.ma ra ...

t _. . . -

z6n quedaron exoluidos los libNS de Scott. Cronan. Cllr;e. Ol"\1en1ns .•Dullea,.

'fanne·nbaum '1 Slmpeon. T'odos ell08. en efeoto, 8e refieren a hechos pOste-

:rtOl'ea a la caiäa d. Porfirio niaz. Bg queda en pie" pues .. ninguna de las



bastante completa en cuanto a autores mexieanos, pues solo adv1ept,e la ex-

alusión de don Pablo González Casanova.. ¡pooria decir el sefiQr "R.E.Q. ft

qué 11b�o de historia moderna de Mbico ha publicado Pablo González Cesano-

va? No lo podrá sef1alar porque no ha escr1tQ ninguno.

El sef'1or tlR.B.Q.." concluye su re.sefia asegurando que presento una 01 ...

b11ografÍ8 ain comentarios. críticos. Ea verdad que alude a que ésea va pre-

cedida de "un ea ,emsayo", pero parece indudable que no 10 leyó, pues, de.

10 contrariQ., se habría dado cuenta de que todo è1 se dedica precisamente¡

.fi caracter·1.zal' y valorar la b1bliograf!s. Más todavía,. se habría dado .ouen.-
•

•
i
,

.

ta (po'l'que en ,el ensayo 10 digo) q�e' es ésta la. tercera vez que intento esa

caraoterización '1 eea v,alQractón ... de modo ClU.EJ� en conjunt,o, be escrito 80,-

" U I!à to' Il
l)re esté tema 79 paginas ¿no le �ee al 8ef'ior dh-w,.Q.. encomiable ese

esfuerzo?

Lo má,s grave de la reseña del sel10r tt.R.B.Q. If (Y,.ste e,8 el verdade-

ra motivo de m.i respuesta) es que no deja de haber en ella dOll notas N,lé ...

volas que exigen una aclaración. �a8 de asegurar que Etl únicO' es.critor

norteamericano que está bien representado en ai blblogra,f'Ía es el profeßor

Stanley Ih Roaa, da la. explicación: Ross trabajó conmigo en El Colegio de

México, o sea, que yo he a.ido paretal al componer mi bll)llo8�af{a. Debo



- 1}. -

decir qu-e el aeñor- Roa Ja,máa ha trabajado conmigo; trabajó .!9. El Colegio

de México cuandG yo era el secretario o el presidente de esa institucióo,

como ha trabajado después de que yo me retiré de ella.. No ha habido, pl.les.­

slno una coinc1dencia física: ambos trabajamos d.entro del m1sIlo edificio"

aunque cada uno en tareas diferentes: él en BUS investigaciones y yo en la

'adnûn1atraclón del .C()1�g10. Bi el senor "a.E.Q.lt quiere convencerse de

que no ha habido ell este caso (ni en-ninguno otrO') parcialidad" repase las

fichas en que aparecen pub11Gac1on-e.s del aefIo-r 1\0681 y verá qu� todas y ca­

da una de ellas se refieren il la historia �11 t1ca del t�éx1co mode-rno.

La otra afirmación t!alévola que d�bo recoger ea la de qQ¡e los histo­

riadores mexicanos descuidan la contribuci6n norteamer1oana a. la historia

de México porque la ,con::rlderan inferior a la propia de ellos,. flo puedo# por

aupueato, hacerme pasar ,eomo vocero de loa historiadores 1'!lex1cano.$" de modo

que debo I1m1tarrne El hablar exclusivamente' de mi caso personal. En muchas

conferencias" dadas en Méx1co1 en �:8tados t1n1doß y en va�os países latino ...

amer1cauQIJ; en ens.ayoB y :en artículos" aun en contra de la op1ni6n de los

propios historiadores nort1!amerieanos. he sostenido que la contribución de

éstos ba aldQ siempre ú.tiL, en general de gran calidad y de un volumen de

verdad ab�œadoJ;'. Naturalmente que no ayuda mucho a de.mostra.r mi teaia la

publicación de cr1t1ciU$ como la que he oo�ntado aquí ..



/

.,

Anticipándole a 'Uat�d#i aeñon Editor, !!li agradecimiento por la pu:bli-

caclón de estas líneas, quedo suyo,. amigo y servidor.



Dear Editor:

Not just once, but repeatedly, have I stated mn,

writing that when a book is published, its author unrestrictibly

puts himself i-n the hands of critics and readers as well. In

Lí.n e with this principle, it has indeed been in exceptional o c ea-:

sions that I haye replied to criticisms mad e to my publicâtions,
I

even though in several suth instances they have seemed to me

unf oJtnd ed •

I feel that one of those exceptional cases is the review

signed by "R.E.Q." on my book .tNueva Historiografía Pol;1tica del

���t�rr'
Mêxico MOderno� published �the Hispanic Ameri�an Historical

I

R evi ew.
I am therefore

asking you, Mr. Editor, that you please have this reply published

ih t�e forthcoming issue of the Review.

IIR.E.Q.� in criticizing my book has resorted to the

well discredited procedure, unbecoming to a scholar, of pointing

out some omissions in the bibliography that I include in that

{

publi�átion, instead of considering whether its substance

made up.

fits in with the aim for which the same was\;p¡,¡;pportsd--{ Moreover,
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a c c or-d í.ng to his own confession, Mr. lIR.E.Q.lI has jU�ed mine
,

�
r eadl ng 't h e �¿g -cardS"by j�st going ov�r the index, without

themselves, and even overlooking the 32-page forewo�Ce,ding
them.

The very title of my publication conveys the two

ai�s I proposed to accomp�ish: a £olitical bibliography of

Modern Mexico, i.e., of that Mexico comprised between the

I

triumph of the Republic over Maximiliam's empire in 1$67, and

Porfirio Diaz downfall in 1911.

Had Mr. �R.E.Q." in making his criticisms taken

into consideration those two limita�ions imposed by me in the

bibliography, he would have abstained himself from ma�ing su�h

I

criticisms. In fact, he maintains that he found many "curious"

omissfons Gf North American authored books, which he lists. Let us'

see them severally. Pletcher's and Tischendorf's books r-ef'.er ,

it is true, to Modern Mexico, but they deal with economic

hi�tory and not with political history. Quirk's thesis to

I

obtain his Doctor's degree is included because �t �s pm political

h,istory and starts with 1916, which a c t.ueLl.y falls within the

/1:5 �\
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historical era I was discussing; whereaas exclusion was made

of Doctor Quirk's two books because they refer to historical

episodes that took place in 1914 and 1915, which� belong

to Mexico's contemporary and not modern history. On these same

figrounds there were excluded the books of Scott, Cronan, Cline, Guren-
I ttY.

ing, Dulles, Tannenbaum and Simpson. As a matter of fact they all

refer to ev.e nt s occurred after the Porfirio Díaz downfall. Con-

sequently� none of the omissions of the North American authors

remains v a Lí.d ,

�

In a mo r.e benevolent vein Mr , "R.E.Q.fl pr-onou.nc es

f�'J\ 1{aAA.�
my bibliography to be -trflOitt!ighl;¿f complete when � referr,ing to

I
"'ht, .>

Mexí c a n autho.r s , f'-or �only finds the omission of Mr. Pablo

González Casanova. I wonder if Mr. "R.E.Q." could say what

f M
.

h �K Pablo González Casanovabóok ,on modern history o ex�co as mr.

published. He could mention none, because h� has not written

any on the subj€ct.

Mr. "R.E.Q." concludea his review by assuring that

,

I pr�sent a bibliography without any critical comments. It is

I Il b t '-1..

t 't ia preceded by an 'essay, li �v

true that he admits tha 1._
is



- 4 -

qu�te definite that he did not read it, for, had he done so,

he would have noticed that the whole of it is devoted to

d e s c-r Lb e the p ec u'l
í

ar- qualities and evaluate th.e bibliog:¡;aphy.

Even more, he wou¡d have realized (for I say so in the essay)

that this is the third time I am undertaking that eharacte�iza-
I

tion and evaluation, wherefore, all in all, I have written 79

pages on this subject. Would'nt this effort be commendable in

t{

Mr ,

II R . E • Q. I S op in ion?

The most serious part of Mr. "R.E.Q.IIIS review

(and this is the real reason for my B��l�) is the fact that he

I

makes two malicious statements �hat require an explanation.

Professor Stanl�y A. Ross is
After affi�ming that/the only North American writer who is

well represented in my bibliograpl)y, he explains: Ross worked

with me at the Colegio de M�fico, or, in other words, that I
I

have been partial in making out my bibliography. I should

state that Mr. ROSS,/, has never worked with me; he worked at

the Colegio de Mé'xico when I was the president ,� or seerétary

to\work there after

of that institution, in the same manner as he has continued

I�it.
f

Hence, there has



- 5 -

only been a physical coincidence: we both worked at the same

building, although each performing different tasks: he was

devoted to his research work, while I was working in administrative

matters of the Colegio. If Mr. trR.�.Q.!l desires to satisfy himself

that neither in this case, nor in any other, there has been no

I
�

�"

par-t í-a Lf, ty, he may give a perusal to the é.ex-carª" s howf ng Mr'.

Ross' publications, and he will see that all and each of them

refer to the political history of modern Mexico.

9bject
__J

The other malevolent s ta.t emerrt I must �� Rt% 0trf

is the one that Mexican historians overlook the North American

I
contribution to Mex

í

c o t.s history because they consider it of an

inf erior quaLf ty to-t'/t�-t that of their own. Evid e.ntLy , I cannot

act as the spokesman of Mex-¡'can historians, wherefore l'have to

limit myself .t o speak exclusively -of' my personal case. In many

lectures, delivered ID in Mexico, the United States, and in various

I

Latin American ¡5,�iI/J. countFiesj ih ft essays and articles, even

�n disagre�ment with North American historians themselves, I �ave

al�ays malnta.:ined that the t.at t-er s '

..
contribution has always been

I tI



useful,

v oLum e ,
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indeed

generally of a great quality, andlot an over�helming

��I
It is eVident)�ha� the publiGation� �ixtkB� of

criticisms such as the one I have commented herein, does not

contribute much to prove my thesis.

Please accept, Mr. Editor, my acknowledgment for

the �PUblication of these lines.

Sincerely yours,

DCV

JI


