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stn·..tenüc;ro(l to Tcxnn in 1£\48.. The�e people ..-:ere '. t.ron� fignting men;

during aëventu re r-e , t!',';f;::.J to ll,,,",,ship anú dOçply attached to

The great len�th and eonsfde l'able: w..i.dth of t.his �o:ne; :1 tg

�e.L-
wild and 'esolate a.spect; the � of an econosn e nctivi ty that r:oulú

from a

of its

r- �/
for mar.y yo 1'8 to B0xicans; ul1(1 ito lc.ci'� of t: n·'tu.!.'L! M,{,:�-:,:·. i:¡¡. t �c.t

,
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by freou0nt political diso:r.deI'�--local, :regional and nBtion.al- ant:

more specifically, hy the War of the Re í'o rm end the IntvlvEmt:lOtl vi' 1862.

now Americtl'n :H':i nn'¡�iont11i ty; 1:rut l'loi ther thed. r numbo rH ncr weal th 10nt

ol'iginal Toxer colon1fIt�, uho barely represented p third of the total.

The ro�t� that l""i th ma..iority, did not :fom a homozcnous broup ¡-Ihich

would un:lf;y the other two; on th ... contrary they come fron: all oval' the

Uni ted lltr te and from abroaö.. l"hey had �!'rivcd from :rar and t:ide \",'1 th

the idea of .mulcing a qutck fortunIO in Texa� and, therefor; their

psychology wus one of eaf'-;y and ùirect conquest. It should be aètdt:d that

tho Civil War haù t rersendcue eff('Jcts., which were r�eognizerl by a \:ritel�

as deeply and pl"o'lidly Texan as r,fobl:a

It cannot be denied that Texas was then a lawless

land. The Civil War had wrecked the country financially
and had left behind a social debris in the place of an

organized and well ordered society. When the armies

were disbanded� the Confederates drifted back to their

homes with a war psychology still on them. For four

years or less they had used firearms and had become

accustomed to bloodshed and to violent death.



All oyer th$ South, poli tical parties had degenerdted into factiont)'t

b:!.tterneS�1I Tho fomel" tried at all cost to ll"l'ovent t'l11itt1!jr defeat

unother fection, nna that it 'ureel 1. ttl 1)01itical und a.dLi�r(j.SltrQt1ve pOUI3l"

to oli�·lin�,t ..... i trn ¡-ivallih

'.i:be Civil r.a�,,�r1l>ld
l ißtorial'lS ti a political revo.Iut j on that il,,: -o�_1;et1 bo th nn economic and

H soci.al 1'£f't(JlutioLlil' Cert�:ir�J.y í tho l;rorth Âl.1èx·icrll'l territory west of

the ninety... c5.ghth r;:¡erièian 8.nti fX'Olll 'J.lexas north to Canaca was practically

white f'§êtt:ter did not reach the Plainr-', much lesA the Rocky Mountain

merrt began." the vt.ve 01 imw1eration ga thsre<l. euch force t.hct by 1890 it

-

had reached th�' 'E.wific Ooast., and the famouS' "frontier'" had vanished,.



l101on1'zati.on of the Ple.:l.nf& rcquj.red fi.l'at thet the Ind1a.n� in

In tho first

be
phF¡m� of tile f"truSe:1e; the Indian proV<;3c1 to/the stronger: en accomplished

horso:man, he fell upon h:?s foe like a thunder-bolt ....Del disappeared as if

bo rsoback on the: prtdrlo found the :poJ.�onod arTow rucb more effective

thh.l1 the lOl'lg rifle, wlrieh eaused tilt! horea to shy, or the single... shot

dueling p:1�tol, ¡IlLich wns the Vinita tl!lnfs only weapon. Tho Comanches,

Mexicans who li'ved iI! the south of Teza�) and by th:: time o good horse-
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a

th� I'l'H:t1ai'l himself. As- a eoneequenee , within ten yeal's cml;rjthird of

--

the hunted Iudiu:u, ginco the uhi t<l IDan on p:.r:i,nci:plo stopped at the

¡

international border, whereas 'the Indian uncorrcerned'ly t'Hr(HJ-rted it in
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Tezas. In addition, although border !M;�;:iaans utilizad the Indian for

etixling up trouble and fOI' thiGvelj7'" the latter wa� inflamed 'by the

the chiefs of.' the Bureau of' Indian Ai'fairs:

.06 despoiled by irresistible forcês� of the

land of their fathers; with no country on earth to

which they can emigrate; or a people with whom they
cannot assimilate; they have no recognized claims upon
the government and are compelled to become vagabonds
to steal or to starve.

The :ü:1cre:ible gr':Hlth of the cattle kingdom, which ':las centered

hl Tcxa�f further complicated tho border problem by giving rise to a

�ineSf! in cattle rustling carried on by liexicalH3; l'exans and

Indian'S. EOI' the ne'\¡ export œ:rkct, Texan cattle were rounded up in the

�:princr to eepnl'E4te and brand the ealve$. A:fteJ."'wards" they were dr'ivan

then

long diBtcnccs, first westward and/north, un;¡il they reached a cow town

Ahl Clont to slaughter and pncking haus s. In th0 finlt of the great
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government
T'he pri'H�pj and poli tieial'1ß cf TaxB'S "begged the Uni ted Sta t�sl

Throughout the Valley of the Rio Grande, from the
mouth for a distance of two hundred miles up the river,
and for one hundred and forty miles back from it�
crops and herds h�d been abandoned, the people dared
not trà.vel except in armed parties; civil law outside
the towns was suspended, and the sheriffs and judges
reported to me that it was unsafe to attempt to
execute processes of law outside of towns unless the
officers of the law were accompanied by soldiers to

protect them.

v
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< _, A succ¿Hlflful solution of a problem of al eh magnitude a.nd

-

pat:l€.:!llee on tho part of not on1y the local and federal officials of the

two countries, bu.t alse of tho civilian population that ned settled on

either sirle of the Rio a'rande. But frequently man is lacking in talent

jU:tt when he mo. t needs it.

In 1876 the Ame.rican government took a,dvantuge of tho advent of

a de facto govermnont in Mexico to make i te reoognition of tht:.t govern.ment

contingent on th", arrangement of all the questions ps nding b�tweell the

two countries. AlthQugh the l:lat included tho perfectly reaecnebâc

request th'ti rlc:dco actively collaborate in "pacifying" tho border, it

also exten ed ta raany othor demun<ln of which nome 1'101'0' tl"ivial, but others

wero of groat 1l1gn1.ficancn to :r.íex..ico in the l::l.ght of the rebollion,

independence and annexation of Texas.

For exo.:Wj?le. Mexico was asked to modify its loeiliJlation in

order ta permit United states citizens to acquire lund along the dividing

linc. It was aleo ::propotJed that Uexioo abolish. tbc "free zone" of

Tamaulipas so that Texan merchants would llo longer bo affected by the



smuggling CtH'1:.ed on from -thê':t zcne , l�s for the really UTg'�tlt p:roblulTl

declared that I��xico did no t want to cccpe rs.. t e ümd that CTel1 we:ce it

willing, it VIar; too weûle and disorgnnizcd to be effective.

i ta; federal forces would E!:iraculously do away wi th cat t Lo r...lf1tlers,

gove rnment, to pursue, catch and kili them 011 thô latt0¡�lS tc:n':i.tcn:y. In

Ih':'ç va'iy ôange rous si tus tian, ¡hl.ch more i.l n once brought the

war

two count rLas to the verge ni' genO�G£til H3:-.ct"" only lut.;tcd thl'ee

"'�"-- �Iï� lß61 * hQV:1.1g eme rgod victol'iotlf� from. the I!lterventir;r} J

and Spain beeauee 'by Jr'eco[m5,zing the .t.;;t¡piI·C of £i:a:dmillian they had �
JA

not reoognizod the r"'public. And, finally, �mounced that it \10.5

prepared to resume diplomatte relaiiono on th3 eonuí.t ton that the

Duill'opean po ..,ers would demonetrate their desire to renew them and

negotiate new treaties.
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!hlW" in 186'{ HGx1co had relations with no (!otmtly in the wOl'ld

except the Unite States¡ tha.t is, intema.tionalJ�y it was almo!;1!t completely

gratui touhly and in81 tentl t :prce enad to it thct such isolotJ.on "'Jas

needed to be broken, Th._;. Uni ted StUtt}8 di not limit its'Sl!'

���rÀ.;
it also offerodl its good office"" tor l:enew:l.ng relationsto preaching;

�/
But when in 1876 bordel' incida:!'lts Led to a ref'ußal Ilrf recognize

the government of Pox-firio Dia.z unle$s all peridzng C!ue�tion$ wore settled

"pecify" the border, � exäco became acutely aware that,. ju�t as the United

States txad preached, it was very dangerous to depend on rela.tions wi th

only one country" tu!<t is, to depend on the friendship of the United

states. Since then, until the fall of Porfil'io Díaz in 1911.)1 �.

a c�(I'dinal pr1nciple of' 1.1exicols f'ol'ei.gn policy has boen to aeek ..:.::uro:pef�

friendship and nid in order to counte ract, tho poli tical and e conom c

influence of tho United Statva ..

10
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Border i'riction" in brief, taught Moxico a bitter looson, but

one it p:rofited by� The United Stat ß should aloo have learned a healthy

le��on f:rOl'1 this; 1111t, in reality, it otil1 does not realiza the

sig.nificaYl.co or the exiatencQ of such a lea$Ol'l.


