’ BORDZR AND INTERNATIONAL FRICTION :

Along the banks of the Rie Grande, from Piecdras Negrus %o
lMatamores, within a strip of land which from north to eouth measured
at least one hundred and generslly two hundred kilometers, lived a
Bexican population thet never succeeded in sstablishing itself sither
in the territory thal was left to lHexico or in the part that was
surrendered to Texas in 1848, These people were strong fighting nen,
daring adventurers,huuauﬂxmﬁﬂgtn herdehip and deeply attached to
their horses and six shooters.

The great lengkth and considerable widih of this zone; ite

b
wild and desolate aspeet, the leek of an economic activity that would

give stable occupation to ites inhabitants; ites geographical isciaztion

“

from a weak central government; the rebelliious and very personal nature

of its local anuthorit its kistorical background of maving belonged

7(
for many years to Hexicansy and its lack of & natural

could be ezeily identified ar an internaiional boundary; sll conepired
to make this a troublesome rvegion, difficult to govern and even to

subdue by Torce. The dicturbing action of these factors was heightened

S




by freguent political disorders-~local, regional and nationale~ and

move specifically, by the Wer of the Reform end the Intervention of 1862
The situstion on the North American side was, il anything,

worse. The populstion was emall in relation %o ths wveally lmmense srea

of Texas., The longesteestesblished inhabitents were lexican in origin,

now Americen in nationality; but neither their nuwbers noxr weallu lent

weight to their belief that they were tho ancestral ounsys of that soil,

oy
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They were followed in lengith of vesidenc by the descendants of the
original Texan coleonists, who barely represented = third of the total.

The rest, thet ie the majority, did not form & homogenous group which
would unify the other two; on the contrary they cauec frorw all gver the
tnited States and from sbroade. They had arvived from far and wide with
the ides of meking a guick fortune in Texas and, therefore, thelr
pesychology wes one of easy end divect conquest. It should be added that
the Civil Wer had tremendous effects, which were recognized by a writer

as deeply and proddly Texan as Webb:

It cannot be denied that Texas was then a lawless
land. The Civil War had wrecked the country financially
and had left behind a social debris in the place of an
organized and well ordered society. When the armies
were disbanded, the Confederates drifted back to their
homes with a war psychology still on them. For four
years or less they had used firearms and had become
accustomed to bloodshed and to violent death.
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Although the Reconsiruction Perliod changed this ¢d

dimiwia
somewhat, its benefits were by new disturbing factorse

All over the South, political parties had degenerated into factions,

and ﬁemaerat/ind Rﬁpﬁblican/%ttaekeé gach other with violence and
bitterneses, The former tried at all cost to prevent military defesat
from tumming into lasting politieal inferiority; the latter was equally
determined %o transform armed victory into dscisive political suprsuacys
This meant that each local autherity invariably belonged to one or
another faetion, and that 1t ured iis politicsl and aduinlstrative power

to eliminste its rivals.
\as

The Civil Var yee fescribed by two eminent lorth American
historians as a political revolution that invoelved both an economiec and
& social revolution. Certainly, the FNorth Aggrican territory west of
the ninety-cighth meridian and from Texas north to Canada was practically
uninhabited except for Indian "savages® and a few Mormons. The permanent
white settler did not reach the Plains, much less the Rocky lountain

region, until the beginning of the 1870'se Bul once the westward move-

ment began, the wgva of immigration gathered such force that by 1890 it

had reached the ®acific Coast, and the famcus "frontier” had vanisheds



Colonization of the Pleines recuired firet thet the Indians in
posscesion be conguered and then that a railroad be constructed to tranq#ﬁﬂf
the coloniste! producits to markels in the Last.

Previcusly, the white mand had always dealt with the semi-

iviiized Indian who roamed the Jastern woodlands and had been exposed to

o

eity 1ife. But the Plains Indien was not civilized., He was "wild® or
*sgvagze®, thot 1e, he kmew the white men was his eneny. In the first
phase of the styruggle, the Indian proved toyghe'strﬁngﬁrz an accomplished
horsoman, he fell upon his foe like a thunderbolt and disappeared as if
by magics At that time, the warrior wiho fought unprotected and on
horscback on the prairie found the poisoned arvow much more effective
than the long rifle, which eaused the horse to shy, or the single-shot
dueling pistol, which was the white man'®s only weapons. The Comanches,
the best riders of the Western Indians, begen %o steal horses froem the
lYexicans who lived in the south of Texas, and by the time a good horse-
thief acouired between two hundred and five hundrecd stecds, every Indian

was mounted. For this reason, Webb states that the horse turmed the

Indian (and he might have added the white man) Into &rﬁ—{3t£ie_h¥;aw~agmbb§«
o ) N ; " /
W&M‘y—pﬂ& sglondids Ynigwes'.



The initial advantages of the Plaine Indien quickly disappeared.

fhe white man learned to live on horseback and ride just as skillfully;

and he ¥ ¥ the famous six shooter, a weapon that was far superior

to the Indian's poisoned arrow and the lMexican’s lance or sword. The

white man began by pursuing and slaughtering the buffale; source of the

Indian's food, shelter and clothing. Later he hunted down and destroyed
a

the Indian himself. As a consequence, within ten years only/third of

the former population of Plains Indians survivgdg// =

£t would bhe useless \{o traceg in any detail tke
melancholy spoOry of the Inddan felations in the pexiod
from 1860 $6 1837... It is gXkale of intermittenf bwt
barbarou arfare, of brokex pac&s and broken prgmises
of greegrand selfishness, Lorruptin and maladmgnistrat
ion, of altelnating agregsion and vagilation of the par
of tle whites, ard of ¢durageous defernrse, despalir, blind
savdgery, and inevitglle.defeatof—{the—Daglial

In this dramatic chase, lMexico became a heavensent refugs for
the hunted Indian, since the white man on principle stopped at the
4
international border, whereas the Indian unconcernedly e¥ossed it in

order to organize on lMexican terriBe¥y his criminal expeditions into



Texas. In addition, although border Mexicans utilized the Indian for

etirzing up trouble and for thievery, the latlter was inflamed by the
vhite man's persecutions This process wae vividly described by one of
the chiefs of the Buyeau of Indian Affairs:

. despoiled by irresistible forces, of the
land of their fathers; with no country on earth to
which they can emigrate; or a people with whom they
cannot assimilate; they have no recognized claims upon
the government and are compelled to become vagabonds
to steal or to starve.

The incredibie growth of the cattle kingdem, which was centered
in Texas, further complicated the border prabiem by giving rise to a
4§z:;xﬁagfﬁﬁéinesa in cattle rustling carried on by lMexicans, Texans and
Indiens, For the new expvort market, Texam cattle were rounded up in the
gpring to separete and brand the calves. Afterwarde, they were driven
then
long distences, first westward and/north, until they reached & cow town

like Abilene, EKansas, where they were delivered to a railroad depot for

shipment to slaughter and packing housese In the first of the great



drives, 35,000 Texas longhomms reached Abilene; but two vears later no
less than 350,000 made the journsy. In the words of Webb, "the drifting
herde offersd & splendid outlet for stolen cattle and stolen horses™.
Purthermore, the catile rusiler stole rnot only for food and to stock &
herd of hie own, but also to export through Matamorom or Tampico to
meat-hungry Cubas

The erime wave that arose out of this complex, serious and
confused situction could not be abated or even checked by anyone or any=
thing, and the people and authorities of lexico snd the United States
exchanged accuealtions and reproaches,

government

The prese and politicians of Texas begged the United ﬁtatsg/

to send them aid and proteciion, especially of its ammy, and they painted

a gleomy pictures

Throughout the Valley of the Rio Grande, from the
mouth for a distance of two hundred miles up the river,
and for one hundred and forty miles back from it,
crops and herds had been abandoned, the people dared
not travel except in armed parties; civil law outside
the towns was suspended, and the sheriffs and judges
reported to me that it was unsafe to attempt to
execute processes of law outside of towns unless the
officers of the law were accompanied by soldiers to
protect them.




.:EE:—-J A successful solution of a problem of sich magnitude and

oo,

complexity celled for a high degrse of talent, extreme tact and unflagging
patience én the part of not only the locel and federal officials of the
two countries, but alse of the civilian population that hed settled on
either aide of the Rio Grande. But frecuently man is lacking in talent
just when he most needs it.

In 1876 the American government took advantage of the advent of

a de facto government in Mexico %o make its reecognition of thet government
contingent on the arrangement of all the guestions pending between the
two countries. Although the list included the perfectly reasonable
request that Mexico actively collaborete in "pacifying" the border, it
also extended to many other demends of which some were trivial, but othere
were of great significance to Mexico in the light of the rebellion,
independence and annexation of Texase

For example, Mexico was asked to modify ite legislation in
order to permit United States citizens to acquire lend along the dividing
1line. It was also proposed that lMexico abolish the "free zone® of

Tamsulipas so that Texan merchante would no longer be affected by the

oc



C

smuggling carried on from that zone. As for the really urgent problom
of pacifying® the border, the governments of Texas and the United States

deeclared thaet lexico did not want to cooperste and that even were it

willing, it was too weak anc disorgenized %o be effective.

In these circumstances the United States found an sasy rems dys
its federal forces would miraculously do away with cattle mustlers,
outlaws and Indians, provided it received permission from the Mexicen
gevernmant to pursue, cateh and kill them on the latter's territury. In

the face of the Mexican government's refusel, the president of the United

States ordered his troops Lo go ahead anyway.
This very dangerous situation, which more than once brought the

war
two countriecs to the verge of genefﬁIXﬁas&ili&iaak only lasted three

years; but ite effeets lasted much longer, in fact, thirty.five years.
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t&;_____.égélsﬁ?, heving emerged victorious from the Intervention,
Eexica broke rolations and ebrogsted its treaties with France, ingland

and Spain becsuse by reeognizing the kmpire gf Haximillian they had imd
not recognized the Republice 4nd, finally, E;Vg;ﬂnunced that it was

prepared to resume diplomatic relations on the concition that the

Enwopean powers would demonsirate their desire to renew them and

negotiate new treaties,



Thus, in 186?\Mexica had relations with no countxy in the world
except the United States; that is, internationally it was almost completely
isolated. ameéx NHevertheless, Mexico--according to a French wilnegSee
appeared satisfied and saw no speclal danger in its chosen lots And i%
saw no danger precisely because, among other reasons, the United States
gratuitously and insistently preached to it that such isolation was
dangerous and needed to be broken. The United States did not 1limit itselfl

dand olencirads
to preaching; it also offercd|ils good offices for renswing relations
with Gexmany, Italy, Spaln and France.

But when in 1876 border incidents led to = refusalf}?k;ecognize
the government of Porfirioc Diaz unless all pending questions were settled
and to the ordering of North American troops inte lexican territeory to
"peeify" the border, Mexico became acutely aware that, just as the United
Stetes had preached, it was very dangerous to depend on relations with
only one countiy, that is, to depend on the friendship of the United
States. Since then, until the fall of Porfirio Diaz in 1911, Mesdes
a cardinal prineiple of liexico's foreign poliecy has been to sesk Zurope's

friendship and aid in order to counteract the political and economic

influence of the United States.

1o
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Border friction, in brief, taugh®t Mexico a bitter lesson, but

one it profited by. The United Statee should aleo have lsarmed a healthy

lesson from thig; but, in reality, it still does not realize the

gignificance or the existence of such a less=on.
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