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.1 It is an axiom. in Texes hís- .

tory that when a Texan fights a

Mexican be can win, but when
he parlayshe ís doorned," These
words from Webb's volume on

the Texas Rangers are quoted on
.

the fly leaf of this critique of
U,S.-Mexican diplomatic rela
tions during that colorful period
rfter the revolt of Tuxt�pec
,through the end of Dtaz" first
1.administration. In this yel\r of
a proposed reunían of Mexican-
·U.S. htstoríans in the Aztec
éapital, it is wói:th revíewíng,
It is'difficult to imagine a

greater díplomaríc crisis than
that which existed in the last
months of 1896-1897. The U.S.
Consul General, Marcus Otter
bourg, openly sympathized with
Maximilian and was suspected
f receívíng 7,000 pesos to bar

, .

gaL, for hís cause in Wcsbin�tQn.
, ,

Concessions made to foreign
, countries for the censtruetíon m

f railroad lines, publiC works, anel·
the telegraphy system were call- .

� celled during the. War of ïnrcr-.
.

ventíon and in 1897, Secretary
ofState Se'....ard proposed II com-

.

mission to investigate the losses
.! cf U. S. citizens. There, w�ls

� � little anreement between the
• Departmen of State and
"Minister in Mexico, and our.

p t-Ctvíl W,r domestic issue:!
.

were occupying most of our at
rentt • When ,the old cacique

'
.

Porfirio Draz carne to power in ,

la S. Mexico was in a financial
.

state of misery and the people
he,:J !;,.�en.t.'lystematical1y dillpQS- •

.

�se6S Ù of-their.commou land$.-t¡Ild �
t political righ�s,

.

The large ha"
cíenda ¡system· \tIith its feudal
overtones prevailed•. Dral'; i

a member of the eroup k.'1own
as me "ctenttñcos, .. wiloso bë
Iíèf centered upon positl ·fsm,
,!Dchcientific pro�r�6S.'" .

.

rt..en . though the Mexican1Ï··
obvíouslycàrne out thematel'iel
losers, the U. "'. won a hollo"l
lctory. . OUr .. good neighbol:$"

run the gamut from adrníra
,1 In for our succesc in creaun
a emoeracy in which there "'� .

w:eatest good for the Sloe3t .

tlumber� -noe li small g!OUp of
Iígarchs- -to outdght suspící
and distrust. If the consular COí� 3

had taken a popularitY poll
during this era. tney would hav

. Ieazned the obvious truth -th t
once again, the determ!.ni<f'
YanquIs had struck out! B-J 19W�.
'tbe Dfaz government had wo.'l
stlund díplomattc recognition,

.

but it was too late to repclr tlf�
initial damage.
Daniel 'Cosió Villegas in lin

exceptíonal scholar and fœrner .

President of El Cole@o de,
M�ico. He successfullj' bal-,
ances on the tíghtrope of ¡eni{�

tíve pride and nationalisticfei>..1"',
íng while giving an ob�crfV1
appraisal of the ticldiilhsituatiOil
which .exteted .. Dr. Nettie lee. ','

Benson, who is in ch.!\rc� of tl:le...' ."
Latin American Collection a

the Texas Library, did the �I\rè'
fully worded translatíön, and an

excelfcnt introduction is pro-,
vidod .by Stanley Ross, chairmàÎ1
of the Latin American Studiès
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