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Dear General Alvarado:

It was a source of greét_pléasure anc satis;
faction for me to learn that General Obregon has been elected
President of kexico, in view of your statement that he is a
man who has kiexico's best interests at heart, and one who
stands for progress and developnient.

I feel sure that there will be an immediate
improvement in conditiecns in liexico, and that its future, under
the able guidance of General Obregon, will be a happy and
promising one.

With warm personal regards and sentiments of esteermn,

believe me,

Ceneral Salvador4&Xverado,
C/o The Hotel Commodore,
42nd St. at Lexington Ave.,
New York, N. Y.
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Why Idealism Fails.

A Wall Street Clerk.
Quaint Japanese Gods.
Workmen’s Agreements.
By Arthur Brisbane——

Lewis L. Clarke, extremely young
and nevertheless head of the gigan-
tic American Exchange Bank, with
its hundred and seventy-five mil.
lions, sends to his friends a month-
ly letter of information, meditation,
prognostication, affirmation, optim-
{sm and warning. This month,
wandering far from Wall Street's
vocabulary, Mr. Clarke uses ex-
pressions such as ‘‘capitalistic sys-
tem,” once used only by raging
radicals. Hs says:

“The capitatistic system of In-
/dustry is even theoretically su-
perior to the best of the Idealis-
tic systems.”

The French and American repub-
lYcs and the English and. Italian
{mitation monarchies are all four
in the “capitalistic system of in-
dustry” stage, and( Mr. Clarke’s
statement is true. No “idealistic
system” ever succeeds. By the
time it succeeds, men no longer call
it “idealistic.”

Aristotle, as wise in his day as
Ciarke in his, said there could
be no civilization without sla.vef'yr
Slaves were necessary that supe-
rior minds might have leisure for
superior thinking.

Aristotle was right, in his day,
wrong later, when machines took
the place of slaves—including hu-
man machines, twelve and four-
teen years old, that work in fac-
tories. Mr. Clarke is sincere in his
bellef that the “capitalistic sys-
tem” is the only good one, now, or |
hereafter. But, like Aristotle, Mr.
Clarke may be mistaken,
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A Wall Street clerk, earning $35
a week, with a family of six, testi-
fying ‘at a Government investiga-
tion, said:that an apartment cost-
ing formerly $30 a month, now
costs from $60 to $90.  Unable to
find a home that he could pay for
on his salary, he had moved to a
dark basement, and the janitor was
trying to put him out because he had
five children.

Mr.. Clarke, who through all his
life, like his father before him, has
worked as hard as any slave of
modern business responsn‘bihty, is
right in his statement that the
“capitalist -system is the best sys-
tem developed—thus far.

‘That Wall Street clerk would be
nght it he said that the human race
OUGHT to find a better system,
one that would let him take his
wife and five children out of the
dark basement into the sunlight.
“God may forgive you,” said Fichte,
“for depriving children of bread
that costs money. He will NOT for-
give you for depriving them of free

air and sunlight.” o

Kensuke Ando, Mayor of Kyoto,
in an address of welcome to Ameri-

"can Congressmen, said, “The Ameri-

cans and the Japanese are equally
sons' of the gods, therefore love
should rule both.” Most polite
Japanese greeting from a gentleman
whose Emperor is officlally related
to all the Celestial bodies. But the
one god of the American Congress-
man and the various gods of the
Japanese are not exactly alike.

If American statesmen will read
up on some of the Japanese gods
and their methods, they will learn
that the highly . intelligent sons of
those gods will bear watching.

Japanese that are “sons” and fol-
lowers of gentle self-sacrificing
Gotama, who let the mother
tigress eat him, to make milk for
her young, we do not fear. But the
Japanese have a queer assortment
of gods. Some of their shinto gods,
devil gods, fox and tiger gods, might
have Japanese sons mnot exactly
desirable among the peaceful peo-
ple of California.

_agreement.

| ers.
! stop all cars in, the night without an

Workmen demand the right of
“collective bargaln'ng.” They de-
nounce, justly, corporations, federal
judges and others that refuse to
meet authorized representatives of
workmen.

If, however, workmen want “col-
lective bargaining” to be more

2 joke, they must keep the bargains’

that their. representatives make.

Leaders of coal miners sign an
The miners stop work,
“taking a vacatlon " No coal for the
public.

Street car workers in Brooklyn,
city of two mill'ons, enter into cer-
tain agreements through their lead-
They break the agreements,

hour's warning. Two million peo-
ple walk. If workers think that lg
the way to promote “collective bar-
gain'ng” and obtain the sympathy

_of the public. the workers are mis-

taken.  Unior labor is mistaken

Roosevelt’s idea is, perhaps, that

within the League of Nations coun-
cil England with her many votes to
our one and her European allies
would line up against the United
States and “a dozen of these re-
publies,” including perhaps magnifi-
cent Haitl, Guatemala and other

‘| great “world Powers.”

The League of Nations is a leagu»
ol war, a league to make America
fight and finadce new wars, Mr.
Roosevelt proves it when he begins
looking around for “West Indian,
Central American or South Ameri-
can republics” to line up on our sido
of the fight.

Why not keep OUT of the fight
and OUT of the League, attend to
our own business and let thos3
fight that think they must?
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falso, if it imagines it éan go far

WITHOUT public support.

“We,love you, and wish you well

in your fight on Russia.
not seize any Russian territory,”
said Secretary of State Colby to
Poland, and now comes the sur-
prlslng answer. “You mind your
'business and I'll mind mine. It

But do

may be necessary for me to disci- |

pline those Reds by taking some of
their land.”

It is one thing to wiggle into the
League of Nations by the side door,

wheh the Semate won't let yow usg |

the dront deor. It is rather humili-
ating to be thrown out of the back
door, and wobble off with a rap on
the knuekles. One thing is certain,
the Gdovernment of ' the United
States finds it hard to please amy-
body in Europe.

Mr. Roosevelt made a speech
about the war league of nations,
but did not travel far in the effort
to help partner Cox prove that a
war league doesn’t.mean war.

Newspapers quote Mz, Rooseyelt:
ta the eftect that America with only
one voty Wsuld be-powerful in the
feague beesuse shé would “control
the votes ¢« it least twelve West
Indiam, Cenwral and South American
republies.” Koosevelt now says, “T
didn’t say tuet; I said the ‘Interests
ol the Unifel States and at least u
dazen of these vapublics are breadly
identieal ¥
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October 4, 1920.

Dear President Obregon:

I most certainly appreciate your cordial
letter of September 24th.

I am most pleased that General Alvarado
showed you my letter to him, and I now have the honor of
expressing to you direct my warm and hearty congratulations
on your election to the office which you now hold and which
I know you are going to administer ably and well, and to
extend to you my best wishes for your happiness and success.
I feel sure that Mexico, under your careful guidance, will
come into her own.

With kindest regards, believe me to be,

Faithfully yours,

Hon. Alvaro Obregonmy
Nogales Sonora,
Mexico,
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