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: , ’ 20 May 1946
Dear Dr. Cosio Villegas:

I am not going to attempt at this time to answer your long and interesting
letter concerning publication plans of the Fondo. 7This is 2 matter whieh, as
you supposed, will take time for proper consideration which I 4o not have at
the present moment. You may be sure that I g£hill not disregard your inquiry

~ concerning thess problems, and that I shall prepsere for you a2 memerandum on
the points you bring up as soon as 1 am relatively free from the most heavy
complex of setivities I have has to date.  If you Would like to send me your
itinerary during your South American Jjournmey, I could make some attsmpt to
send you by airmeil the memorsndum, in case I should complete it before your
return to Mexiceo. ~

)

Please thank Don Alfonso Reyes for hie telegram advising me of the death
£ Pedro Henriquez Urefia, Word has alresdy gone forth te one or two of the
institutiones in which he collsborzted in Argentina., I cannot begin to tell you
how deeply the loss of Don Fedro has affected me 2t this time. I czn think of
no other one person who could be spared less than he, in view of present neces
sities. Certalinly the guality of bis work snd his exemplary selflessness must
remeine as a vital lesson to his contemporarlies and successors. His death will
doubtless slter the plans we discussed when I was in Mexico the firet of the
year, I sm gure that you and Deon Alfonso Reyss wlill keep me informed of
developments,

Dr. Borbolla very kindly sent me & copy of his letter of May 8 to ¥r.Diaz-
Thomeé, Dr, Borbella sent a cheek providing coversge for Mr. D{az-Thomé end
¥Miss Lopezlirs through the first week in June, on the basis of the allotments
suggested in my letter of CUetober ¥, 1545, to Fou. ’

I have seen 1little of these twe young scholsrs during the past months,
They came to see me two weeks age to inform me that they had declded to remain
here in Cambridge througk the Dummer Term, in prefersnce to golng slsewbere
Por the completion of their twel¥e monthe' study. 1 judge that there remains
#4thin the funds made zvellable to the Coleglo de Hexlco by The Hockefeller
Foundation approximately §1,000 for the completion of twelve months' study in
this country and they return home to Mexico City. Alcng with the modest
balsnee they will have on hend by June 1€, 1 judge that this sum will provide
coverzge for thelr tuition during the Sumwer Term, mailntenance, and retura to
Mexico City, especlslly if they adwinlster these funds wisely. You and Dr Bor-
bolla may wish to forward to them the balance remaining from the §2,700 fund,
8o that they will receive 1t around June 10, and give them sueh instruections
at that time as you deem advisable concerning the expesndlture of these funds
for coverage of summer study and the return trip %o Mexico.

I shall make no attempt 2% this time to glve you 2 getailed report concern
ing the work of these two fellowe from the Colegio de Meéexieo., In genersl terms,
I regret to say that their psrformance has been disappodnting. They have shown
less self~-relience and maturity than one might heve expected from students who
have been given the educational advantages whlch were provided to them in Mexi
co and in this country. In terms of the sssistance given these two young people
for the year's work ending September next, I should say that this assistance
has not been negligible; 'the equivalent of $1,000 from Radeliffe for Miss Lo-
pezlira flus £1,200 from Harvard for Mr. D{az-Thomé plus $2,700 from The

. Rockefeller Moundation for both of them, adds up to 2 total of almost §5,000
- over a perlod of twelve monthe, I am sure that everyone concerned on this end
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has made a special effort te provide understending and collsborstion needed

to make a2 sucecess of their study in Caembridge. Whet sre the ecauses which ex-
plain their relstive laek of success, I am uot cuallfied %o say at this time.
Difficulties of adaptation can at best offer only = partial explanation; these
difficulties I am familler witk from an experience of five yeasrs' eclose as-
soclation with young Latin Americans studying in this comntry and with North
Americans who have gone abroad for epecialized study or experience, Théir
being Latin Americans does not explain the faet that their total performance
here has been unimpressive, méasured in terme of graduate study and Yhe sense
of responsibllitiy which this type of study is supvosed to revesl. lLatin -
Angricans have in the p=at shown a sense of Pesponsibility snd an avareness of
graduste stendarde, and contlnue to do so at present, in so far sg their resi-
dent etudy in North American institutione is concerned, At Hprverd, for
instance, of the top four graduate students in econcmies, two are Argentines;
in soclology, a toung Prazillian woman has demonstrated standards of attainment
which have made 1t possible for her to cowbine teaching duties in this field
-n Harvard College with advenced graduste studles in sociology. I do not have
to tell you that 1t takes an unususl young woman %o esusge sny department to
relinquish even tompersrily the precedent that teaching dutiee at Harverd are
not assigned to women. The thing which puzzles me is that 1t 1s generally agre
ed thet fecillitlez for the sftudy of such social science discinlines 28 goecio~
logy =nd sconomics are not of the best in South Ameriea. And here we have the
ease of three young South Amerilcans exeelling in competition with our best

aduate students, in fields in whiech the bssic training progrem of the South
ericans is felt to have been deficiont by genersl agreement snd by their

own statements. On the other hand, we have & disappointing performance by ¥r,
Diaz-Thome and Miss Lopezlira after 2 period of subsidized training in a_ :
Mexiecan program especlially set up tc provide the beet standards and under more
Tavorable conditions than had prevalled befors the establishment of the Center
for Historical Studies in the Coleglo de México. Giwen my own particular
interest in the progrem of this Jenter, over s period of several years, and
my eonvietlon that fselilties for the proper training were provided within

the Center, I am sure that you €an understand my perolexity with refersnce to
the unimpressive performance byits first twe graduates to be subsidized, falte
-1y generously, for study abroad. : ;

4% may be that some day in conversation we can get at the heart of this matfer
For the present I have nothimg further to contribute than a frank sense of
perplexity. : : =

I am sure that you and I, and the two young Mexicans concerned had hopes
that thelr performance would ﬁa such as to pave the way for further graduate
training here for promising graduates of the Colegio de México. I believe thie
1s not the time %o consider other suech possibllities. It seems equalli undesi-
rable that Mr., Diaz-Thomé or Miss Lopezlira should be disciplired in the scense
that they should be discoursged from completing their twelve monthe' study
here. They have doubtless geined considerable usefaul experience, and will pro-
bably be &ble %o complete the M, A, degree by remaining on for study in the
Summer Term. It le unlikely that either one of them would make an aceceptable
candld te for the Ph. D, degree on the basls of further study, after September
Possibilitlies for furgher scholarship ascistance from Harvard or Radeliffe are
evidently out of the gquestion, snd X sghould be disinclined to recommend furthe:
supplementary or tatag assistance from The Rockefeller Foundation,.

The practical solution is doubtless to make the best of the situatulon as it
exlsts and to hope that eventual results of their experience will be generally
useful to ﬁhzu.,cven if the present level of performance is less then we had
hoped for originaliy,



I am sure that no one feels that the askistance give these two young people has
been a tosal loss, end that everyone concerned can only hope that the eventual
outeome of their study will prove our present evaluation of resulte to have been
over-pessimistic, For this reason, I suggest that you add Dr. Borbella forward %«
them the remaining funds intended for their study in this country, whith the
instructions that this total coverage is to provide for their summer's study

and return home, :

I shell e writing you and Don Adfonso Reyes agein on other matters in the
near future. In case my letter arrives after your departure for South Ameriea,
I went to take advantage of this opportunity to wish you sueccessful trip, and’
to express the hopethat you will giwe us an opportunity to share some of your

interesting experiences there from time %o time, 3

b

Cordially yours,

Copia de la Carta del Dr. Berrien.



