
MéxicO, D. F., February 19, 1945.

Dr. David H. Stevens,
�he Rock�fel1er Foundation,
�9 Vest 49th Street,
New York 20, N. Y.

.

U. S. A.
.

Dear Mr. Stevens:

i-1ay 1 say again that to have you In I<texico Was a

unique oppcr-tunä ty to explain the work. of El Colegio as

it stands today , and tha pLans we have in mind to enlarge
it and even explore new fields In which ViE; illt:í,y be of
service to Mexica.n ;.Hid t.e.tln araer-ä o an scholarship.

Now vie have the pr1 vilege to subm t t to your kind at­
tention th� following suggestions:

1) '�th the end of the flnanciRl help from the Founda­

tion, the activity of El Colegio in the teaching of the His­

tory of America ends. But it is desirable that El Colegio
not only continues its present activities in the field of

research, but that they be enlarged.

2) Two ways to attempt this task suggest themsßlves:
the first would be the grRnting of fellowshlps to the best

two or three students who finish théir work next year, so as

to enable them to work abroad under ft distinguished profes­
sor. The second and most pr-orn

í

s íng wa.y �{Ould be for El Co­

legio to' have funds to encourage r e aes l'ch, el ther ms.t ntaarü ng
as a per-manent r@.[.1earch staff a small end very carefully s e+

lected group of gr-ad uat ed students, or granting t erapor-az-y

aids for r-e s ear-ch to ter:¡che1'5 and. advanced studen'ts , either

from El Colegio or from other learned institutions.

3} El Col�g10 may well select six out of the twenty two

students who have gone through i ta courses on History I and

at Least feur' professcrs I to. form the permanent r-e s ear-ch sta.ff

referred to. �bove. Under the ptesent high ccst cf l�ving in

MeXico, El Col�gio ca.nnot hope to. secure full time of its

former student\:!; unless it ls prepared to. pay each cne cf them

.1,500 dollars yearly and for the next t�m and cne half years.



As to nr-o r'es eor-s I El yearly sum of 2,160 dollars each would
be nec es ea r-y • Otherwise, if El Colegio allows i te former
students to dividA their time between research Rnd Bome other
activity, work slows down and in the lon� run it costs more.

4) El ColAgio hAS AlrsRdy started some research pro-
j ect s of c cns Lder-ab.l e Lmport anc e a bu t experis I ve And which
requlE:e time. On¡¡:: ls the publicRtlol1 of the correspondence
of diplom,q.tlc' representatives of Spain since this country
recognize:i Hexico's independence In 1836 up to the year 1920.
The proJect WRS started In november 1946, Rnd haB required
so f€ir the reading And selection of 18,400 documents, and to

mlcrophil� them; ß QGcond r�ajlng, flnal sel�etion for publi­
cation and typecopying. The first volume is r-eady no';,; for

print, and it Is hoped that three more volumes (each one of
them of 500 pages) ''Ifill be ready tn 1948. Three pr-ot'e s sor-s

are wo�k1ng half timp in this project, and t�o stenographers
full tim.�.

/

5) Anot.;l1er research project (luite ambltions Is the one

beln� �orkAd by one of our grRdutated students: aftar publish-
lng a book on E;Eœly Df.p.l oraat Lc Hist.ory of �¡\exlco, he went to

\.ip..Bhlngton unäer o G-uggenhr;lm fello¡.¡ship to get all the ma­

tArla.l on thü diplomatic rel<ltions fo nexico and the United
StRtes at the time of the independence and Inter annexAtion
of TE;Xf\O. P. ft er ti. YCff"r of work in \fiashington 1 he has retur-

ned to Hexico and und er- a f¡;;llmlShlp of El Colegio he will
work out his mAterial and write a book. He would like to

take next the diplomatic histOl'Y ot' the we.r between 14:exico
and the United States.

6) A third research project of sufficient importanoe
to be c í.t eo as an example 113 a. b í.o gr-aph ï.ca.L dictionary for

the Independence period, -1l work npver beforfJ attf1mpted in

Mexico. It will easily hAve In its final form some 3,000
ent r-ä e s , eElch.,one of them with its blbliographica.� referen­
ces.

7) An estimate oí' the amount of gl'Huts in aid to

thirteen people for research in the field of history would
be l.¡.g ,865 dollars for two and one half year-a I beginning
July Ist. If that amount were divided between the Foundation
and El Colegio, the former \'lould contribute 24.,432 In t,wo

and one half years, or BJ1 annual expense of 12,216 dollars.

8) Had El Colegi.o limited itself In the field of Lln­

guä st í.o a to publish the Nueva ;Revista de Filología., there

would hR.ve been a clear risk of being una.ble eoven to carry
on such publication after �r. Lida's departure. For this
reason R�d otherD, El Colegio decided to repeAt the experi­
ment already made succ�sBfully 'in the'historical field: to



prepare entirely 8 small group of young men, who will conti­
nue the Reiti €>1)': I mak e r-e e ear-ch vlork and t eFlch.

9) ¡that meana the organization of' courses to give
formal instruction on Hispanic Language and Letters, and
mesDs, of coursp. solaries for professora, fellowships for

Btudents¡ booké Rnd material.

10) Ae tne F¥oundatlon dislikes to contribute to the
payment; of 881ar1 es 3 In Colegio would àugge.s t B. grant in
Bid to PAY tan fellowships of 720 dollars a year each and
for four ¡rea,re J or n total of 2g, soo dollRrs over a four

year period, beginning July lat. 1948.

11) According to plansJ El Colegio will be able to se­

cure in Mexico all the professors needed for the courses in
Ltngut at í.o e l'7ith two possible r-xc ep t fone : Spanish Literature
of the Golden Centuries end La t in Americe.n Li t er-a t ur-e . If
thRt be thp CRRe. El Colegio would cn11 on the Foundation
for a t1pf'cla,l grant to beve them 'from abr-oad ,

It would be quite easy to point out Home other fields
in which th� help from thi?J Foundation mig-,ht be invaluable;·
but knowing a s we do thA,t you aY'f;' open at $lny time to any­
tb,1nk which may aT'j_s� in the future, 'We I1mtt ourselves to

the ön�s st�ted sbove.

�h8nk1ng you in pdvaDce for your kind consideration,
fij,llow me to be

Al fonso Reyes.

DOV/jat.
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M�xlco, D. F" february 25, 1948.

Dr. David H. Stevens,
The Rockefeller Foundation,

'49 West 49th Street,
New York 20, N. Y.
U. S. A.

Dear Dr. Stevens:

I was happy to find out by your letter that my Gra-,
ta C_C?!!œJl.ñí�_kept yo:u company during your last night in
Mexico. For this reason Be well as for so Œ&ny others,
Cosio Villegas and I have been going over our impressions
of �our last visit.

Althoug our relFtions have been in the mBin brief,
occaeional meetings Bnd directly devoted to th� businesses
we have in common, I feel o er-t sí.n that a true, firm friend

ship amon� UB hRS been established. Not always has our
-

Colegio f¿und so much sympathy and understanding aB wit�
you. Although our work 18 by its na�ure snmewhat obscure
and humble 1 you have been able to mea.Bure our effort In

a form :.!hlch obl í.ge s us; wi th such br-oadm í.ndn e s e so as to

suggest solutions and help beyond our own hopes, and all

this in such a form RB to h� the beAt incentive to proceed
with our work.

Do not forget your mexican friends, and allow me to
be your friend, very sincerely

\

Alfonso Reyes.

AR/jRt.



\

II I u ashamed to flnd olit so late that in flgwring out
tI,b-e cost t:Jt tbg Sem1nf;4'-' en mod�m fil.$t01'1 o,r 'M4xloo I
!Ar!ld. a mlet&.ke both as ta thé �u."nbel't of penplê In\'olv"ê4
flltD/l. ae to th,eJ.r z""�apectlv� :paymtitntß,..

.

2) I lmagln&d. al� 'P��ple ",e!"e enóu,h« whll. 1 am now convlnoed
thflt t�n 1£1 the pt'ope!' numbél"', al tbnugh fpQm the pOint of

view .ot coat I disQ,o.rd wo, r()];� th$ Baù of M$:ltleo VI$fil
klnd11 Qffered me $&nd ta th� Sémina two membe�s of ltß
RtH�è�r�h Depa,rtmBnt, as full time wo�kel"ß Ëlnd under M

othe!' direct10as but mine, the Bsnk pä1'1ntt th.t1m thelp
tull sdàr1at!"

'.

¡ imagined that I e:-Olùd etrcure two tHmior fel16W'e ta

wort balr-t1tn� (�¢ru 9 A_ ta, to 2 1'. 1'!1.) fo� e 52.QO Il

month; I Ill!! nOY eonv!n(Jf&d t-hat $ 10.<x> would b(j the
mln:Unum.. On the Qcrn,tra·17 f Junior �·ehôl,.a,re ean be a0eur'�d
at ;, 3�Loot but y,a ¡ MW bel , W?��. al:r.:

- 1tiTem
1 .... -t""" ...1 ,...<:;, "'on .... tt.,,, ,..'h",',� ,,"''''t "'di' 1Y''''''''''''''''-'',J.,i,t') 1;:;�\4 vI j;.'\ �"', Á,.:f".. W.'*;V�� v-V�;¡ h .l,......... ..t... .4\,;", �,�c;;. •.

4) The eost as l now t'l�ure .1t out is a.s f'öllo'Ws:

3 reg&Hf'el1!n�e r 'at � 70 Il month eflê!l; tor the
whQlf), �c>...y�are pe�lod ""'� ......----....----- t' 5 ¡; '40.00

6 $.aal�t&ltt;'# .at i;¡ 3'5 a .oath, fot- the wilol�
two-:tea�s ¡}e�104 ---------- ....-- ...........------- 5,04O.óo

6J

T(\tnl -.,.----.. $I 1(),6at)"oo

The n.$.lf cOßt t�lt' the: f'ound$.tj.o:a 'tl'ould ah·¡.o�t ted halt

that aum, th4tt "ä, .... ,... - - - - - -.... , ,,40.60
antl the aMOunt al.l'&tldy APP�GV64 is - ... 2 0, OQ

theTê vill bfa a d;.f1el\ �t ;,.'.... .,.,.... - .,00.

I tH'tâerr ,,¡h�th�� you think 11: pG5si'ble an extension (It

tbe g�.;tlt up to that e.mount"

/
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

THE HUMANITIES

DAVID H. STEVENS, DIRECTOR

JOHN MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

CHARLES B. FARS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

EDWARD F. n'ARMS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

March 31, 1948

Dear Dr. .Reye s:

I held my acknowledgment of your kind letter of

Februa:ey 25 until I could have a talk here wi th Berrien on his
return from Mexico. In our talk he said that the work in

linguistics and literary background almost demands the stocking
of basic reference books, possibly of journalso I should be

ready to propose here the idea of Berrien in case you approve

\' It& It is that the Foundation be asked for a single grant
, of at least $2,500 for purchases in these fields.

At the moment I think of not)ling else in. his
remarks to report back except that he thinks it is time for
first-rate foreign students to come to the Colegio for advanced
work. Perhaps we shall have one or two to recommend on

fellowships.

I greatly appreciate the expression of good will

in your letter and of appreciation for the help of the Found�
tion in your programs.. !.lsno'!.�of�� ,Elace whet:e _t_h�...!'
more fully deserved.

Finally, will you give Dr. Oos!o � thanks for
his good letter written about the time of your own? Whatever
is your desire in the matter of routine of payments on his

1,' project can be arranged directly at any time with the

,. Oomptroller's office.
, .

With best wishes,

Oordially yours,

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
El Colegio de Mexico
Sevilla. 30
Mexico, D. F.
Mexico

DHS:MP:B
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- itéxlCo, D. ':J .. , APl'il 9, 194a.

Dr. David fi •. stevens,
The natokef�ll$f' 'oundation,

-

t�9 West 49th Stree�,
sew York 20, N. Y.
U. S. A. I

It ltt8$ wl'¡;}1 gN&t flle&eur� tha't'l l'end your last let....

te%'* of i'!�r-eh Jl$t. I feel a!yfWlf obliged to sily tó yau
.again and again that yot.u:"' op1n1'Qrt as to av work is always
it' most enoou'l'ag1.'t'lg one.

-
.

M:P. r{o�l-enta 'observations tbat the work Gil linguistics
ant! 11 te.raturfa demands the sto-o1ù.ng of' basic l'fífel"erH�e \lolita
.and J01.U'*l1ale ls fiuite right. in tact l did mention that -

�,èed¡t although'S¡ pel1i&!.1fl not VGry' explu!tl1 in PQint '19) oZ

my letter of Fe'bruery l!i. Not only the.t, bu't )!P. Liña and
1 have been working 1)n three lista of m;.oks and ��lod1oal�

.

to be sent at thé propel" moment to pu;r-ol:üua1ng agents in -

Spain, Frane9 and Ge.!'l.I'lany. And s1ne,e 'those 11sts will be

ree_dy in two weekJI or se , your suggestion f.or il fJingle gra.nt
of' at leftst .2)� 141\ m'Ost wel1cQme and timely ..

We ShRll be h�p-py 1ndeff\i. to have some Ame�ißan student.
'with us, eltbe� taking Qur four....years p1"o�r.a.m ÔOtll'SGS, or ta
make SO.)$ advance work. In t�et� a Canadian la.dl aproached.
us to ask t.lÎ'v�tll(�r she could take SG:m� our courses.

-

¡ wlsh you cou14 help us ..... ¡once moret 'We had {lrde�ed
-·to the Mergenthaler Oo. to ma..'l(a tor us the t1eO�fH1JiU7 Linotype

m�tt1'1ée$ witil phonetic t:\i�ns fol' the prin ting ot our lth1101o­

gleal Rav.1ew, and. they aliVised USf th.at due to tlle1r working
right nQW çn war liiaterlel, they gould not. complied with QU.l'

order. 1)0 IOU; think tl'vU"è il§. �P11hing t.o attempt in th1� . -

matter'

YÜ6<:d
..

Alfonso Re1'¢¡Ul

DCV'mmc



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 West 49th Street, New York 20

April 9, 1949

Dear Dr. Cosio:

Yesterday the notice of the grant to the Colegio was
sent to this address and no doubt will arrive in advance of
this note. I naturally am happy to have this word to give
you and I know that the grant will be used to great advantage.
I hope also that this special support will make simpler the
absence that you will take from your usual duties these next
two years.

I was greatly gratified to have your letter awhile ago,
sent me at the time you had the ,word of your grant for work
on the Mexican history. All your American friends count on
word that would be of any use in getting assistance here with
respect to materials. Also during the two-year period we might
well expect a visit from you.

Please give my greetings ta Don Alfonso and my best
wishes go to you.•

Sincerely yours,

David He Stevens

Dr. Daniel Cosio Villegas
Colegio de Mexico
5 Napoles
Mexico, D.F.

DHS:eo



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

THE HUMANITIES

DAVID H. STEVENS, DIRECTOR

JOHN MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

CHARLES B. FAHS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
EDWARD F. D'ARMS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

April 20, 1948

Dear Dr. Reyes:

I will endeavor to have favorable action
on the proposal outlined in � letter to you of March 31
and to give you a report within ten days. Thank you
for your comment on the matter.

The Mergenthaler Company tells our purchasing
agent that special type founding to get the font forms
you want probably would take a long time. It may be that
you would accept specially marked type in one of the
standard fonts that you can see at the office of their

agent. the National Paper and �e Company, 16 A
Boulevard 235-237. Mexi co. D. F.

I suspect that you bave been all through
this before. In case you still wish to urge on the

Company manufacture according to special specifications,
I should write again. saying that you are most grateful
for the informati on supplied through the Rockefell er

Foundation but still hope as a special favor to Latin
American studies to have at least a two months' schedule
for producing the type.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
El Colegio de Mexico
Sevilla. 30
Mexico, D. F.
Mexico

DHS:MPB
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

THE HUMANITIES

DAVID H. STEVENS, DIRECTOR

JOHN MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

CHA.RLES B. FAHS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

EDWARD F. n'ARlofS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

October18 V 1948

Dear President Reyes�

I am enclosing a list of items from the record of The Rockefeller
Foundation in the Humanities that covers the years 1942 through 1947. These
arc the items for your own institution as tha,y are listed in our summa�J of
work bhruughoub these six years.

�efore long I hope to have brief summaries and comments on all our

grants in Humanities to include in the record of the roundation according
to ins ti�ut ion.. ��h a !�£'<U'9:".J:l:Q1M9:.,..Ê,t",J�,ÇQlnPl.,e,�e»»'lIÙlli�Mt...§'Qm.�...""ca?��ßl�,!!�!!,
the .!:.�st� tution in ques Lon , I hope therefore that you can secure :l'or me a

'

brief' éôlñinen âcy o'''''''tn'ès'ê'ite¡ns fX'9ll;i. t.hp p',o,i�j¡,.",º.:t:";Y:!�W.¡,,,,o�'j¡,.,th,ç;o.t.9.�WJÛ
��_!:��j...Ql*,,,.,9L¥...2.ur_���tut��.!'- /Tho evident pointa are the degree to

which the g�t helpod the Uñr érsity to realizo a plan for its own develop­
ment; whether or not the outcomo was as anticipated in matters of' instruetion

and research; and whether or not the program has led to plans f'or further

development of the same nature�¡lIt would be useful also ta have ßome

perspective on the future of' the work in question as a national or inter....

national service, as well as on what the University is doing to make it a

part of' continuing operations�

Frequently a well-conceived plan will not develop as expected. For
that reason I should be glad to hear of the negativo as woll as positive
elements in the change brought about by the special care givon to a new or

old f'ie1d of' univerSity interest. I realize that either a positive or a

negative comment is hard to f'ormulate in very exact terms, particularly in

the field of humanities. Some of the most definite gains are of intangiblo
sarto While the sPQcific advances in method and in amount of work sustained

by a plan are of great intcrest� the objective comment on less tangible
points is equally wolcome.

r am sure that small grants in aid can be disposed of' in comment in

one or two sentences. Larger projects will involve some reporting of staf'f'

and possibly discussion with one of Us. Though this requQst is epen to any
kind of' disposal that is easily practicable in your office. I should be most

appreciativo of such report as can be sont before tho end of the year.

Sincerely yours,

President Alfonso Reyes
Colegio de Mexico

Panuco, 63
Mexico, D. F., Mexico

Enclosure
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Mexico City - Colegio de Mexico:

/

V RF =42095, $29,340 toward. expenses of the
Center for Historical Research

v/Grant in aid 1/18/44, $'2,750 for travel and re­

search of Professor and 1',1rs_ Silvio Zavala in
South America

RF 44134, $56,520 for work of Center for
Historical Studies

yi Grant in aid 8/23/45, $2,700 for advanced
studies in the United States

yi/Grant in aid 12/31/45, $4,000 for lectureship
on history of Western civilization

RF L1-7026, $12,500 toward a program in lingu.istic
studies Ii



XXXXXXX Napoles 5

IJféx1co II October the 22nd. 194-g

Mr. D. H. Stevens,
Division of Humanities,
The Rockefeller Foundation
49 wIest 4-9 Str.,-
New York 20, N.Y. U.S.A.

Dear Mr. stevens:

A long tim.s has passed aí.nce I l1rote to you last time,.That ailence, of cour-se imeans that everything, or almost
everything, ls coming out well.

I am sending under separate cover three of our "latest
publications to which we give some significance as they are
l'ro!'ks from our young students. Gonzále z Casanova's and Mo -

reno's are theses for the A. M. degree; and the Estudios deHistogiogr�f!a Americana are papers 'uri ten by our last groupof history students, papers made during their second semesterof studies. W� have in the printing shop a nS't"l volume ",ith
esaays by the same group of students during their second
academic. year ..

'\'le are now convinced that publishing those paper-sj even
realizing, as l're do, that they do not represent mature Hork,la a tremendous stim�lus to our students and a big help tomake them realize that intellectual "lOrk is as good a rOvTard
as e�y other in l1fe.

I hope you are In agreement �lth us., and with my goodwishes

Yours �lY
.»:

Alfonso Reyes

mme



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

THE HUMANITIES

DAVID H. STEVENS, DIRECTOR

JOHN MARSHALL, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
CHARLES B. FAHS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
EDWARD F. n'ARMS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

November 10, 1948

.i'./ ,..
r ,t:'"

/15ear Don Mfonso:
A Ij�

.¡'Jf' #t�f
/" .#

/
/� As always, your note of October 22 presents
6gical and desirable idea in the matter of literary

/
d. historical research. I am glad. to know that another

/
#

volume of studies by your students is coming through the

¡I press. Unquestionably the sight of these articles in

/
print will have the same effect on them as had the first
scrap of printed matter which you yourself saw under your
own name.

In that connection you would be interested,
I am sure, to see the organization of the enclosed list of
items in Humanities. It is not for publication but for
your own pleasure in seeing how we place your present-day
articles and books in our report.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
Centro de E'studios Sociales
El Oolegio de IvIexico
IlJápoles 5

Mexico, D. F.
Mexico

DHS:MPB
enclosure

IJ
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:BOOKS PRODUCED IN 'IT-Gil HUVIAlUTIES PROGBAN
._----_._----

Each man th, or as often as the mat erial war-rant s, thi s space v!ill

list recent bo o-ks '\Thich had thoir origin in projoct s financed either in

who Le or in part by tho Foundation. A compilation made in September showed

that Hare than 100 titles issued in 1948 belong in this cat ego ry , Those

'l'óich originated in the Human it ios program aro listed below.

Roferonce Works

:B:r,azili�n-Por_tugl;tes�.Qyarrunar, by l'Zaria sa Pereira. Heath and

Company , Bo sb on , 1948, pps , 40��. A grammar and text for classroom use.

Nonthlv List of Russian
..Accessions, Vol. l, Nos. 1-4, April to

July, 19L.l:8. Library of Congress, Washington. :By subscription, $2.00 a

yoar.

As part of the procÏect of the American Council of Learned
Societies for purchase and reproduction of materials in Slavic

languages, the Library of Congress issue s a Honthly List of new

accessions. In four months, the acoumul.ct ed ti tles in all fields

of knowl.edge have mountecl to a total of 123 pages. Items in the

List are available on microfilm or in photostatic copies through
purchase •

.fu1&§_ian Diction;lI'Y of. tri&_.jl.u§_º-.t.£tn Lan,::n!.'h':.�, compiled by G. O.

Vinokur, :B. A. Larin, S. I. Ozhcgov , B. V. Tomashevsky, and D. N. Ushakov ,

under tho editorship of D. N. Ushakov , Government Institute, n Soviet

Encyc1o�l?odia,1f Mosco1¡!, 1935, Volume 1; Ame:dcan Council of Learned

Societies Reprints: Russian Series No. l, ]lclwarc1s Brothers, Iric , , Ann

Arbor, lUchigan, U. S. 1562 columns (t ....ro columns a page.) Four volumes,
5521 paGOS in uniform binding. $29.

Tb&.leop1o_'_ê_ Choi££, "by Paul Lazarsfeld and Associates. Columbia
Univarsity Pross, Nolv York, lC148, xxiii 178, $2.75.

The second edition of a book first publishod in 1940, a

study of tho factors that influenced votcr s in tho 1940 Prosiclential

Election.

!LRever_se Ind_Q� . ...QÍ.Gr.eclç l'Touns arid .4.djecttYQ.ê., by Carl D. Buck

and �!al tor Peterson. The Cambriclge Univo:,csity Press (En,::;land) for the

Univorsity of Chicago Pross, 1948, pp. 764.

It¡
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History, Literature, and Philosophy

Cortesia (1909-1947), by Alfonso Reyes.' Editorial Cultura,
Mexico, 1948, pp. 347. An antholo�J of Latin-Americffil verse.

Letras de la Nueva. ES'oana, by' Alfonso Reyes. Fondo de CultUl'a

Econom í.ca , 1948, pp. 155. :Essays on Spanish Colonial history, '(lith

'bibliography.

Panorama de ,la ReligiQ!LQJiega, by Alfonso Reyes. El Colegio
Nacional, Nexico, 1948, pp. 51.

Ensayos sogre Filosofia en la Historia, by Alfonso Reyes ..

1Jclitoria1 Stylo, Hexico, 1948, PJ). 218.

�lork and Histonr, by Paul Schrecker. An essay on the Structure
of Civilization. Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1948, xviii 322,
$5.00. A contribution to the ph.LLo sophy of history.

Shakespeare Survey. An annual, survey of ShakeSIJearean study and

production. Cambridge University Press, 1948, x l�A, 12s.6d.

Edited by Professor Allardyce Nicoll, University of

Birmingham, a collection of essays by ShakeSl)eD,rean authorities in

several countries. This is tho first international literary pro j ect

in Grm;¡,t :Britain since the '\'lèU' to bring scholars 1Ñidely recognized
in a particular field into él.. unified plan of critical studies.

Gonoral Education in the Humanities. American Council on

Education,-ï948-, pp. 321, $3.50.
- ..------

Ono of a series assisted by grants from the General

Educa t ion Board ,

�United States and_9hina, by John K. Fairbank. Ea.rvard

University Press, Cambridge, 1948, x'V 384, S2'.• 75.

The work of él, fcrmcr fellovl who is expcrí.enced in the

condâ t tons of China during W:1,r and peace.

The
..paok of.. Canadian PQetl'Y, by A. J. H. Smith. A critical and

historical anthology. Universit;;r of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1948, xxí.v

486, $5.00.

A revised and enlarged edition of the first (1943) edition

prol')a:.'ed. under a Guggenheim fe11m.,.8hi1); this eclition and a companion
voLume on Canadian prose literature soon to f'o Ll ow were aided by
a grant from the FO'U..'1d.ation.

./

iJ
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American Studies

Dixie Front ier: A Social Hi sto l'J7 of the Southern Frontier from
tho first transmontane beginnings to the Civil �'Tar, by Everett J:Te¡1Íon Dick.
Krwpf, lTc¡.¡York, 19":'1:8, pp, 374, $4.50. :Bibliography and index.

Henry James: o il p ro scr I tto volontario, by Paolo Hilano.
:Iilan, 1911:8, :x-viit 170.

Professor Hilano of Q,ueons èOllege, :Brooklyn, has begun
a serios of inte�!retations of American writers to bû issued in

Italy for inclusion in Monclao.ori t s series of literary studies.
It is the first item of wo r-k in Italian to appear under a Humanities

{;l'l(1,nt.

Jefferson and. His jlimo; vo l., l, �º_l':8QU..__th_e Virginian, by
Dumas Halone. Little B'rown , NevI Yor]7:, 1948. Maps, illustrations. pp. 48,1, .

$6.00.

Four voLumo s are projected, and Volume I dea.ls ,\lith the

first forty-one years of Jofforson's lifo.

Mari8� tho Potter oL1Jdnfonso., by Alice Marriott. Univorsity
of Oklahoma Pross, Norman, 1948, PIJ. 294, $5.00.

A trained ethnologist has uni tod biography and the cultural

history of an American Indian tribe in this inte11protative s tudy of

a contempora�J artist.

Travols in tho Confode:r:.§tc Stai&.ê.: a bibliography, by E. Morton

Coulter. Universit�r of Oklahoma Pross, Norm.'1n, 1948, xiv 289, $7.50.

Professor Coulter is "Jorking under tho d.irection of

Professor Clark, University of Kentucky, in a pro jcct on the South.
Tho completed sories of volumes will givo the firsthand records of

cxp'Lo rab í.on and t ravo'l in the southorn states. Tho bibliography is
number 11 in the series.

WigQ.llsin Is ]ycr. DooJ;:§_teu, a Dramatist's Yarn Book of 'I'lisconsin

Lore, by Robert E. Gard. Longmans, New York, 1948, xiii 194, $3.50.

Professor Gard of the University of Wisconsin gathered the

true and imaginative stories in this collection in the process of

creating a state ::?rogram of dramatic writing and production in

schools, colleges, and,communities.
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Witnesses for Freedom: Negro Americans in Autobiography, by
Rebecca Chalmers :Barton. Harpers, New York, 1948, xiii 294, $3.50.

One of several firsthand commentaries on American culture

unô.ar Foundation grants to representative Lí.bra rd es and universities

for aid to indivic1ual authors. This study of Negro life-stories waa

guided by Professor Cu.rti, University of Wisconsin. The author has

anothor book entitled Race Consciousness and the American Negro.

Translations

Unknown German;r: an Inner Chronicle of the First World liar

Bas ed on Lotters and Diaries, by Hanna Hafkesbrink. Yale Univorsity
Prc s o , Hm" Haven, 1948, xiv 164, $2.50.

Professor Haflœsbrink of Connecticut College
materials bofore coming to the United States in 1932.

part of a 1aJ:'ger plan to produce teaching materials on

litera,turo and German cul, tura), history.

gathered the
The book is
German

Tolst.ov as I Knew Him, by Tatyana. A. Kuzminskaya.
COill1cil of Learned Societies �ranslations, Russian Series.

N. y., 1948, pp. lx 438, $5.00.

American

Eacmillan,

This autumn the same press wlLl. issue the second volume

in the series: Vishinsky's The Law of the,_§_º-yiet. Fifteen others

are now ready for publication by Hacmillan as rapidly as current

�uolishing conditions �ennit.

Soviút Views on._ih�_1?-º-�:t.-W_a.]."_J'lorld Eco:t:'c'_9.m.:z. An Official Critiq_ue
of Eugene Varga's "Changes in the Economy of Cavitalism Resulting from the

Second �:ror1d �!far." Public Affairs Press, ¡'lashington, D. C., 1948, nrímeo , ,

j?p. 125. Translated by Leo Gl'u.liow. Issued in cooperation ,,,ith the

Russian Translation Program of the American Council of Learned Societies.

Theatre Techniques

Electronic Control for Stage Lir:;htin"g. Hig}:1-Current Gas-Filled

Thyraton Tubes Used as Contactors and Dimmers in System, by George C.

henour. Rep rûrrt ed from Theatro Catalog, 1948, p:;? 7. An exposition of

the design of the lighting installation at Yale Univers:i,ty.
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Tho Rockefeller Foundation,
49 West 49th Street,
Now York 20, N"Y.
U. S. A.

Dear l-1r. Beal:

,t:tt¡ )'lr.George J. B ,._�.!

\ :, .1 urote you a let�er on october 30 I in answer to
"''''s.
your ovn ot ootober 20.

As I havt?'not as yet received your,answer, I am

uondering whether. n1l' letter reaohed you" I am send íng

you a copy of it.

.�::�\:<
",�'\

\-.�
):. "\

.
,

í I:/ / .

I

/'

I • I
/ I

-'

. \

vÓ, \
I� I

/
A
/

Your.

Sln7!Jl:
Alfonso Reyes
President



:..

xœœx
):!éxico, D.F., 1 de dioiembre de 1949

\

�tr. D. H. Stevens,
Division of Humanities,
The Rockefeller Foundation
49 \'lest 49 �lt.,
New York 20, N.Y.
U.S.A.

Quorido seflor Stevens:

.

Q,uisiera. informarle a usted: que el Colegio ha hoche cuanto
le ha sido pOSible para reorear 911 ambiente �nteleotual propicio
al estudio dE¡ la lengua. y la literatura hlspanlcas, no solo con
la publlcac10lj de la Revista de FilOlogía, que usted oonoqe , y-
con la. cr-eaeäôn de lös cur-soa sobre esas materias, oreación de la

q�e esttt usted también enterado, s1no invitando a dar oonferencias
publioas o conversaciones con los profesores y estudiantes do nUCA
tros oursos literarios, a distinguidos profesores, en eu mayor pa£,
ta extranJeztoe� AS!,. hemos contado con cursillos dBxlos or don Ama
dç Alonso, por el protesor ,l'farcel Bataillon, por la Drà. l·inr!a Ro".:
sa. Lida, por el profesor· Damaso Alonso y en fin por el profesor H. _

R. Kahane� Asimismo los profesores mexicanos Jul�o Torri y los es

pañoles Adolfo Salazar y Jos� Moreno Villa tambien nos han ayUdado,

Estamos planeando ya la mejor forma de dar el curso central de
tod.os .ouantos oorresponderá tomar a nue,tros estudiantes, o �ea el
de Literatura Española, our-se que vendra en nuestro año aoa.demico
de 1950. Como no hemos tenido la fOl'tuna de poder contaI' con un -

profesor sobresaliente que se enoargara de todo el ourso, en muy -

buena medida porque no le es fácil a un profesor extrlUlJero despren
derse todo un afio de su universidad de origen, nos hemos visto o.b1T
gados a-planear un curso en el que tomarían parte unos cuatro pro-­
fesoros. Hasta ahora hemos pensado en el profesor- Gillet par-a la
parte del curso de teatro anter:1.or a. Lope; on el profesor �1ontes1 ...

nos para el teatro a partir do Lope; en el profesor Guillén para -

la literatura españoIa ntoderna¡ o sea, a partir del siglo XVIII;
en fin oreemos que )iar!a Rosa Lids. pOd.r!a dar un enz-sc en el cual
se estudiara algún tema O gónero_desde el siglo de oro hasta tina­
les del XIX, ourso que serviría entonces eomo de hilo conductor a

los tres anteriormente señaâadoa,

no se le ooulta El. usted que esto representaría para nuestro -

Colegio un desembolso de ta.l magn1tt1d que no pOdría afrontarlo por
sí solo, ya que en el caso de cada profesor habr!a que pagar sin -

duda los gastos de viaje y un 8a111.r;0 en pesos mexioanos equivalen
te por 10 menos al salario que en dO,lares reciben estos profesores
en.sus colegios o universidades de Norteamérlea. Justamente para­
tratar de .-ef;lt,e grave sspectc de nuestro problema le pongo a usted
estas l!neas para consultarle si crce que sería posible obtener de
algunos de estos colegios o universidades .. como un gesto amistoso
haoia nue�tro Oolegiol el pago del salarlo de�respectivo profesor
mientras este da un curso en nuestro Oolegio. Digamos, por ejemplo,

�<fi.l

/9
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Hoja #2

n 91 caso del profesor Jorge GU11IEfn, que estaría diapuestc a
venir durante el término de otoño de 1950 (es deo1..r de oeptlem
bra de t950 a enero do �l) ¿erce usted que el Colegio Wellesley
�o p�dr�a ayudarnos? Supongo que no eabe pensar mucho en la s�lucion do alguna ayuda del Departament� de Es;ado.por la deegr�cl:lcla cirounstancia de que con excepcäön Clulza del profesor Gui
�lot � los dem�s no son ciud.adanos norterunericanos.

-

En fin, le presento a usted s1mplemente el problema para
rOGarle cualquier comentario o consejo que usted considere átl1.

Con. mis ,ej_ores deseo s de siempre $1 los que debo agregarml felioitaolon cordial por navidad y Afto Nuevo, queda como sie,!!
PI' suyo amigo

rf1V
Alfonso Reyes

mme ,



México, D.F., 11 de diciemb�e de 1945

Mr. J. H. Stevens,
The Rockefeller Foundation
49 West 49 Str.

'

Neu York 20, N.Y.
U. S.' A.

Q.ueriö.o señor Stevens:

Q,uisiera referlnne a eu carta cirCJular dé octubr� 19 p�dle.!!do a�g-ún comentar�o del Colegio de Me ico sobre los subsidios
que este ha reoibido de la Foundation Rockefeller de 1942 has­
ta 1947 inolusive.•

Como usted mismo lo sugiere, haría 'Wl,comentar+o mu,y brtll-ve
sQbre subsid.�os que, además de ser,de una ouantía menor, t�n!an
una aplloaoion a proyeotos muy oonaretos. Tal es el Caso del -

subsidio p�ra viaje e investl.gaoi6n .,del pm;esor y de la señor-a
de Zavala en varios paises de la Amerioa del Sur; para estudios
superiores en los Estados Unidos de dos de nuestros alumnos gra
duados en Historia, '1, en �in, para el pago de un profesor ex ::
tranjero a",quien sa encargo de un oursQ anual de Historia, e la
Civilizacion Occidental. Los otros tros subsidios, en camb10,ameritarán un comentario m'a detallado�

,

Por lo que tooa al primer subsidio, no hay duda ninguna de -

que su resultado fue el que se esperaba� El profesor Zavala -

reunió en su viaje por la Am�rica del Sur sûficientes materia -

les no fl�lo para dar en nuestro Colegio un cur-so de seminario .,..;

sobre el Virreinato del Pla.ta� sino para. hacer una investiga,oión
que espera publicar dentro de un año o do s ; publioeS un libro en
Buenos Air:es y conociÓ a 108 blstoriadores práctioamente de to­
dos los países de la Am&rica del Sur", neche �ste que le ha sido
al profesor Zavala extraordinariamente útil tanto on au trabajo
como Director ne la Revista de Historia de Amérioa Secretario -

de la Comisión'de Historia del Instituto Panamericano de Geograría e Hist�rla. Por,lo que toca al trabajo de la se�ora Zavala;
la Fundaoion recibio a su debido tiempo el· informe de ella sobre'
Archivoe Hl-stóricos en algunos pa!ses sudameriUarlos.

El resultado del segundo subsidio no fue tan satisfactor10"
sl bien uno de los reoipiendarios logró obtener un graclo de Uae_!!
tro en Artes de la Universidad de Harvard. Creemos que la falta
de un éxito completo se debió a una definioión insuficiente 4el
trabajO que deber!an emprender nuestros 108 es�udiantes. P9r una

parte, intentaron obtener un grado, proposita este 9ue los obli­
geS a tomar detorminados cursos y en un námero tambien determina­
do; quisieron asimismo estudiar con algún profesor distinguido -

historia social. 'pero, naturalmente, e se profosor trabajaba la. -

historia social de los Estados Unidos, Y, en consecuencia, mane­
Jaba un material que no era familiar a nuestros estudiantes; cu-

;lI
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yos esfusl'zos hasta. entonces se habían limitado a lI" Historia de
la. América La.tina. Sin embargo, uno de los benefioiarios de eae
subsidio, .la señora Enr�queta López Lira, ha estado dando la cl�se de Historia de Estados Unidos en la Faoultad de Filosofía y -

Letras desde su .regreso.
,

-

El tercer subsidio 8irvio de un modo ente.ramente satisfactorio
su propósito de permitir a nuestro Colegio llenar con ese prote -

sor extranJ ero una necesidad que de otro modo o no hubä.ez-a podidollenar del todo o la hubiera llenado, pero de un modo insatisfao­
torio.

Dos subsidios muy impol"tantes han sido concedidos para el tt'a­
bajo del Oent:ro de Estudios Hlstó�icoa, subsidios que a lo largodel tiempo se han apll,cado a propositos diversos,. pero todos e,llos1mpol.. tantes en uno o en otro momento: pago parcial de becas � nue.!!tras estudiantes y de salarios para J)rofesox;es, adquls1010n de li­
bros y subsidios para la lnvestigaolon bistor.ion propiamente. Para.
Juzgar del ·resultado general obtenido con esos dos subsidios, debe
decirse fue n.o oabe la menor duda. ae que el Colegio no hubiera po­dido ensàyar una obra de enseñanaa y dé investigación en e¡ campode la historia de Am�r1oa tan amplia y tan sostonida· sä hubl0:t;R �

. bido atenersê a sus propuestos r-ecur-soa , siempre limitados. Mas -

concretamente, puede juzgarse de los resul�adol1l de estrs subsidio -

sl se toma en cuenta que el Colegio preparo t:t;es.grupos de estudi8!1,tes, todos los cuale.s han ido ocupando , después de graduarse en el
Co1egio, posiciones importantes en archivos, museos. bibliotecas ycáto¥as. De los treinta y c;nco estudiantes as!.preparados, vein­
titres faeron de naclona11dau mexicana y doce extranjeros, que han
venido de seis países latinoamericanos distintos. El mismo aubsi -

dio ha permitido la publicación de 15 libros que c;ontienen lnvefjt_!gac í.onea del personal del Centro de Estudios Historicos y la proxi
ma publicación de 5 volúmenes más. .

-

El subs1d.10 destinado a un programa de estud10s lingüístiCOS ha
hecho posible traer a Mé,lco a don Raimundo Lida, quien,emprendlgdesde luego la publlc!}clon de la ti1.}eva Revista de Fil�log!a Hispá­
nica, hoy por hoy la unics en BU genero; la adquisio1on de libros
y de materiales para emprender este trabajo Yt en fin, para iniciar
la organlzaci6n, a partir de 1945, de los eusses de letras y len­
gua hispéÍlli.cas, de los cuake a el Colegio piensa sacar- un provecho
muy grande.

Con mis mejores deseos de siempre,qu�da sù

'Cord.��amigr7arL-/�
, í .- A� V<--JAlfo�so Heyes

pCV'mmo



December 7, 1948

THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

Dear Doctor Reyes:

The Office of Publications assists the directors of the
Flfùlldation in preparing the annual reports which keep the public
informed of the programs receiving the support of the Foundation.
Our 1948 report will contain an account of the current grant to the
Colegio de Mexico for its program for advanced study and trá�nin
of personnel.

we like, wherever possible, to have these accounts
accompanied by &ppropri6te illustrations. It has occurred to us

that that you might have some photographs we could use. Perhaps a

picture of a seminar or a picture of students holding a discussion
in the patio.1

What we need are 8" x la" glossy prints of the

professional variety, and as mentioned above, action shots of
people are preferred. We shou.Ld be delighted to receive anything
that you think suitablee

As we plan to go to press during the first part of the
year we would appreciate receiving the pictures as soen as possible,
preferably by the end of January.

Sincerely yours,

H.B. van Wesep
Offi� Publications

Dr. Alfonso Reyes, President

Colegio de México
Napoles 5
MéXico, D.F., México

Hvw:dew



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

THE HUMANITIES
� ,

�::�DM�'R��:��Sl�I�C����RDIRRCTOR :¡.'¿'; »:
CHARLES B. FARS, ASSISTANT DIRBCTOR
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EDWARD F. n'ARMS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
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//' -DBl"./:T-'� Reyes:
� ,il'

j.
I' Your letter of December 11 provides useful

/ data on the aid given to El Colegio de Nexico by the

I" Roekefeller Foundat.i.on through its work in Humanities.

/'; Such records on the activi ties of the last six years,.,/ "rill be helpful nov to the officers at wor'k on this

RI program, and Li.kewí se to the staff that even tua.l.Ly
will develop El total history of Foundation operations.
I appreciate the care you have given to this review
of the record.

December 28, 1948

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
El Colegio de Mexico

Napoles 5
l1exico D .:F'., jVrexieo

DHS:rmr
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December 2S, 1945.

The Hooketeller Found.ation
49 West 49th Street,
New York 20, N.Y.
U. S. A. Att: M�. H. B. van Wesep

Dear ¥œ. Y'esep:

According to your kind letter of December- 7th

you v111 find herewith some p1ctu:res of our students,

as requested.

Yours sil10erely

Alfonso Reyes
President

lT1mc.-



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

»"
"l'-

j"
THE HUMANITIES .s:

.¡t _",'
DAVID H. STEVENS, D3-.¡{ECTOR ./'�
JOHN MARSHALL, AS.sOCIATR DIRECTOR­
CHARLES B. FAHS,,..ÁSSISTANT DIRBQÍ'ÓR
EDWARD F. D'AR�S, ASSISTANT :qmECTOR

,fI'" _�jl
il _,/r' December 30, 1948
r ¡.t'

I P
.' .;t
/ ",{p"
I l'y

/J ,:Alear Don Alfonso:'

I /. Since your letter of December 7 Ims brought to discus-

_¡ ¡,: sian, there have been no developments in our routine of wo.rk that

l opened a Víay to send a favorable r'e spon.se , This I regret very

I much. I heIa. the material until the end cf the year in order to

l' debernríne what, prospect lay in our final use of f'unds , I found
I no useful ansver- to send you. The form in which àiscussions

might proceed is by "'S.y of giving your question to the Amer-Lean
Council of Learned Societies on the assumption that it has special
knowledge and "rill continue to do so. It is entirely likely that

persons coming te North American im;ti tutions might be for some

time likewise at the Colegio.

Af for the special ques td.on on Professor BuilleLn, I
fear the answer would be that exchange of persons would be their

only feasible mode cf help 8.t "iellesley College. I agree that
our Depa.rtment of Sts.te would not be 5. source for help on foreign
lecturers other than Amerí.cans ,

Briefly then it is net practicable nov to give any en­

couragement of support to this very interesting plan. I am

confident, hovever, that you and "all your friends will discover
a vay to bring about what you dezire.

Sincerely yours,

Don Alfonso Heyes
Colegio de Nexico
Mexico D. F.
Hexico

DHS:rmr

cc: Dr. Charles E. Odegaard
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THE ROCKEFlSLLER FOUNDATION

49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

January Il, 1949

Dear Professor Reyes:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of

December 28, 194'8 and the photographs enclosed of the

Colegio de Mexico. We are glad to have them on hand and

are grateful for your prompt cooperation.

Very truly yours,

��cJ�F
H.B. van Wesep

Office of Publications

Professor Alfonso Reyes, President

El Colegio de México
Napoles 5, México

HvW:dew


