
JAMES T SHOTWELL. DIRECTOR

y 6, 1941.

F
DIVISION OF ECONOMICS AND H IS ORY

405 WEST 117TH. STREET. NEWYORK CITY

Dear Dr. Be es:

I ani still o erishing and will long oherish the memory
of my visit to le 100. I trust that our relationship with
the o egio de exico wi 1 develo_ in the way n uhich I
have indocated to you but it wOll be several days before our

Trustees' meeting and I cannot delay long r in send Dg you
a word of greeting and o thar�8 for your kindness both
there and in sending me the beautifully bound copy of my
History of li story.

Dr. Alfonso Beyes,
irect.or, Colegio de exi 'J,
exico e ty, Mexico.

Looking forward hopeful y to our future cooperation,
I rema n

Very sOncerely youra,
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DIVISION OF ECONOMICS AND HISTORY

JAMES T. SHOTWELL. D1RI:CTOR

Dear Dr. Reyes:

I am sorry that there has been such a long delay in writing

to you and your colleagues concerning the proposals which we

discussed and the possible further activities of the Carnegie

Endowment in Mexico. It has taken some time to clarify the

situation here, but now I think we shall be able to achieve

substantially what we have had in mind, although not exactly

in the same way.

When I presented the project to the Endowment, at their

annual meeting, calling for the establishment in Mexico of a

Center of the Endowment, the Trustees felt that in the present

condition of world affairs, we could not very well plan for the

creation of a branch of the Carnegie Endowment in Mexico in the

formal way in which I had proposed. They, however, gave full

assent to the idea that we should begin work together this year,

and cooperate with the Colegio de Mexico to establish relations

that we hope may grow and strengthen as time goes on.

The action taken by the Trustees came under a number of

headings.

(1) The Endowment will be very happy to cooperate with the

Colegio de Mexico in the fulfillment of the general purpose set
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forth in our conversations, namely, the establishment of a rela­

tionship with the Colegio which would enable us to look to it

as a center of information and cooperative effort in the further­

ance of international understanding. Our idea is that we should

begin quietly but definitely to achieve the purposes we have in

mind but should not as yet undertake the formal establishment of

a Carnegie Center in Mexico.

For this cooperation with the Colegio we are willing to

contribute $2,500 for the year beginning July l, 1941 to provide

incidental expenses including secretarial services, the purchase

of equipment, and essential library material.

(2) Provision was made for a visiting professor to go to

Mexico this coming year, and I have nominated for this post

Professor George I. Sanchez, of the University of Texas. I

trust that this nomination will be satisfactory to you and that

you will be willing to regard him as the occupant of a Carnegie

Chair during this year. So far as we are concerned, his work

would be purely research, which would consist of the preparation

of a report describing the universities and institutions of

higher learning in Mexico, and the provision for advanced studies

especially in the humanities and the political and social sciences.

Such a guide would be of great use to us in the further development

of our cultural relations with Mexico. Dr. Sanchez will still re­

tain his professorship at the University of Texas and will secure

leave of absence from that institution for three months of the coming

academic year. I feel sure that you will find in him a very sym­

pathetic colleague. He traces his descent to that heroic band of
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Spanish pioneers who, in the Seventeenth Century, moved into the

northern wilderness to establish and strengthen the outposts of

Spanish civilization in the land of Coronado. His sympathies are

profoundly with Mexico and Latin America while, at the same time,

he is an American citizen keenly appreciative o our prvselt

efforts at intellectual cooperation. I bespeak for him a cordial

welcome in Mexico.

(3) We should be happy to have your cooperation in providing

for lectures in American universities by Mexican scholars under

your auspices. These lectures would not necessarily be limited to

the political sciences but could include literature and the human-

ities. They might also cover the field of art if that were found

advisable. For this project, the sum of ,2,000 has been set aside

by the Trustees.

(4) In connection with the Colegio, but more especially in

connection with the Fondo de Cultura Economica, it is proposed to

proceed to choose by joint agreement books for translation, pub-

lication, and distribution, illustrative of the life and institu-

tions of the United States, Mexico or Latin America generally.

For such translation, publication and distribution, we have set aside

the sum of $5,000.

(5)
.

It is my hope that the Fonda, under the direction of the

Colegio and with our cooperation, will serve as the publishing house

for the distribution in Latin America of the series of volumes to

be known as the History of the Americas which is being prepared by

the Endowment and will be published in English by the Columbia

University Press. This 'is a project which will probably extend

,
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over a five or even a ten year period. It involves securing either

historians of recognized standing or students devoted-to historical

research in practically all the countries of Latin America. It is

my hope that the Fondo may be the distributing center for Latin

America, but the details of this cooperation will have to be worked

out with Dr. Cosio Villegas when he comes to New York this summer.

I hope that one volume of this series will be written by your pro-

fessor of history, Dr. Zavala. I spoke to him about this when I

was in Mexico. It would be a volume dealing with the Colonial

period and the institutions of that time. Dr. Zavala was doubtful

of the possibility of preparing an adequate volume at the present

time owing to the fact that research in that field is still very

It will be of interest to you also, I believe, although the

incomplete. Nevertheless, I hope that a way may be found to secure

his cooperation. I am writing him specially about it.

Also in this connection you will, I am sure, be glad to know

that Professors Hackett and Mecham, of the Departments of History

and Government of the University of Texas, along with Dr. Castaneda

are working out with me a plan for the history of Mexico in collab-

oration with Mexican scholarship. This will take time and we are

that
not yet far enough along to say more than/we are seriously and

hopefully studying the situation.

work does not lie within the purview of the Colegio, that we have

given a grant in aid to Professor Charles W. Timm, of the Univers-

ity of Texas, to enable him to write a general volume on the prob-

lems of the Rio Grande basin in order to inform Americans about

the claims and needs of Mexico as well as those of Texas. Dr. Timm
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is very sympathetic to Mexico and is a scientific worker primarily

in the field of international law and I hope that his volume will

prove helpful in securing a better understanding of the problems

of the frontier. If his report proves of a kind that the Colegio

would accept, we then might consider how best to bring out a Spanish

The same situation obtains with reference to a proposed volume

edition as well as an English one.

by Senor Jaime Gurza on The Foreign Relations of the Americas. It

will be primarily an endeavor to explain the more recent policies

and ideologies of the United States in world affairs. If Dr. Gurza's

volume proves of a kind that the Colegio would wish to distribute,

then we should be very happy to have the �panish text published through

At present as we are working out this program, I do not think

the Fondo.

that any more formal agreement is necessary than an exchange of

letters between us. If you find this statement a satisfactory basis

for undertaking our work together, I should be very happy to have

a letter from you and from Senor Villasenor to that effect.

I assure you that it has been a very great pleasure to me to

Ever sincerely yours,

be able to send you word of at least this extent of cooperation on

our part. It goes with all good will and best wishes for future
.

success.

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
Director, Colegio de Mexico
Mexico, D. F.

,

P.S. I am sending a copy of this letter to Senor Villesenor.
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DIVISION OF ECONOMICS AND HISTORY

405 WEST 117TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY

JAMES T. SHOTWELL. DIRECTOR Woo s oc

Jul 29,

ear Dr. Reyes:

t a

ou m r-íend and
H. 'lam, o the
to shortl

ords �e mue 41easure o introduce to
col eague in fi y ente� rises, Dr. Carl

Am rican L')rar Associat·on, who is oing
to cok over the library si tuation there.

Dr. 'lam is one of the most experienced and
wise executives in the field of library administrat·on and
thoroughl in toue

.

t all that is bei one Jere and in
the uro ean library s stan. am sure

.

Il ind him
dee¿ interested in the roblems of exico, and I trust t at
is a vice in pl ning for the uture vil be o bene it to

us al •

Dr. Alfonso e es,­
Co eoio de exico,
Panuco 63
exi o D••

Tit kind regards,
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MARION ANTHONY MILCZEWSKI

ASSISTANT TO EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

520 N. MICHIGAN AVE.

CHICAGO
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,
GAI L II. :NIILAM

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

520 N. MICHIGAN AVE.

CHICAGO
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DIVISION OF ECONOMICS AND HISTORY

405 WEST 117TH STREET, NEW YORK crrv

JAMES T. SHOTWELL, DIRECTOR

The attached letter dated June 6 addressed to

Dear Dr. Reyes:

you at Colegio de Mexico has just been returned to this

office marked nNon reclam.ée" and "Adresse insuffisante".

We are now forwarding the enclosed letter to an address

listed in one of our mailing lists of 1938 and hope it

will reach you this time.

Very truly yours,

Sasha Tushinskaya

Dr. Alfonso Reyes
C asa de España
Madero 32

Mexico, D.F.
Mexico
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DIVISION OF ECONOMICS AND HISTORY

405 WEST 117TH STREET. NEW YORK CITY

JAMES T. SHOTWELL, DIRECTOR October 21, 1941

Dear Dr. Reyes:

I am very sorry that there should have been this

long interval between my last letter and this one but

the reason was partly because I have been away some of

the time, and partly that my own plans for the autumn

were uncertain until now. There was some doubt as to

whether the Havana meeting of the Committees on Intel­

lectual Cooperation would be held now or postponed
until January, and that involved me because of my chair­

manship of the United States Committee. We have just
received word that the President of the Cuban Republic
has definitely called the meeting for November 15 and I

shall be going to Cuba on that occasion. It would be a

great delight if by any happy chance I would be able to

meet with you, Professor Cosio Villegas, or Lic. Villasenor

while I am there. I have not received word as to the com­

position of the Mexican delegation, but I cannot resist

telling you that it would give me great pleasure to be

able to talk with you now concerning the plans for the

future.

In any case, I am looking forward eagerly to having
you 'with us in the United States as a visiting professor
and, except for the two weeks in November when I shall

be in Cuba, I should be delighted to make whatever ar­

rangements are possible to suit your convenience. Your

honorarium and expenses would be met from the fund set

aside for that general purpose in the Carnegie Endowment

bud::ret.o

I find it difficult to do more than to state in

very general terms our desire to have you 'With us this

winter, leaving it rather to you to tell me what plans
would suit you be st ,.

I
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I have received the magnificent collection of pub­
lications of the Fondo and I shall do my best to call
them to the attention of those interested.

Faithfully yours,

�j)�

P.S. I have just heard in a round-about way that

you probabq will be going to Cuba. That would be

splendid. WOlÙd you eil ertain the thought of cami Dg
to New York tram there?

With sincere regard,

Dr. Alfonso Reres,
Director, Colegio de Mexico,
Mexico, D. F.

11
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DIVISION OF ECONOMICS AND HISTORY

405 WEST 117TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY

January 29, 1942.
JAMES T. SHOTWELL, DIRECTOR

Dear Dr. Reyes:

The entry of the United States into the war has transformed all our

perspectives and touched our lives very deeply. You know, of course, of

the tremendous effort which the United States is making and of the finan­
cial cost which falls upon us all. The Endowment ie not exempt from this
burden and the Trustees have reconsidered our plans of work so that we

are not as free as we were in peace time to follow the general lines of

intellectual intercourse.

We shall, of course, honor our engagements wherever they are real
and pressing. But I am requested to keep within the limits that have

already been determined upon. This means among other things that the

great plan for a series of volumes on the history of the Americas will
remain incomplete. I am, therefore, not asking Dr. Zavala to write the
volume for us, but I am happily able to extend to him the invitation which

you suggest and have written inviting him to come to visit us and I hope
very much that he can do so. That is as far as I can go in this matter
at the present moment. I have already invited Sr. Cosio Villegas but have
not had his acceptance. I assure you that it will be a pleasure to have
him come and investigate the possibilities of our cooperation with the

Fondo, and a personal pleasure to have him as our guest. But, of course,
I am placing very great hopes upon your own visit to us this spring. You
will find friends waiting to greet you here and no matter how absorbed
we may be in war effort, we shall always be happy to have you with us.

I understand from President Butler that he has some thought of send­

ing Mr. Edward L. Tinker, Literary Critic of the New York Times, to Mexico
to become more acquainted with the Mexican intellectuals. If so, I be­

speak for him a cordial welcome. Mr. Tinker is a critic and literary
writer of distinction and a cultured gentleman withal. I am sure you wouli

enjoy meeting and talking with him.

With cordial regards and best wishes,

Sincerely youra,

Dr. Alfonso Reyes,
El Colegio de México
Pánuco, 63,
MéXiCO, D. F.
P.S. I have just received a letter from Sr. Cosio Villegas and am

delighted to know that he is planning to come later in the spring.

,



r. James T. Shot ell,
Director
Division of Economics
Carne le Zndowment for
405 est l17th Stre t,
Ne York City.

éxico,D.F. a 17 de febrero e 1942.

d History
International Feaee

Mi uerido Dr. Shot ell:

Le radezco su carta del 29 de nero. Ya sé ue
Zav la está tr tando direct ente con u ted la posibilidad
de su viaje, y también Cosío Ville s me ha confirmado sus

,

deBeo de ir por alla. Yo bien qui 1 ra darle al un seguri-
dad sob -e ri o�ible viaje. Pero t ngo graves problemas en
estos mom s nto • Tal vez usted r-e cue r-c a nuestra 00 nversación
en La Habana en que le expue sinceramente ciertos peligros, ,

a 1 vista. Las cos s siguen complicandose. La ultima no-
ved : nuestro [inisterl0 de d c clón Públioa no nos

�ud rá más este año pa- el 8oste,in�ento del Colegio de
,

lexica, dond, tengo yo que res onder del compromiso moral
contra!: por mi país con tan ilustres colaboradores. Im­
posible dejar+os ni un hora en estos in'tantes aflictiv�s.
S eHo con el día. en'u )0 moa em ncipar esta lnstituclon
cíentiflca de los tristes v iven s esupuestales.

Tén ame siempre por su muy co�d1al y verd dero aml-
go,

Alfonso Reyes.



DIVISION OF ECONOMICS AND HISTORY

405 WEST 1 17TH STREET. NEW YORK CITY

JAMES T. SHOTWELL, DIRECTOR

February 20, 1942.

Dear Dr. Reyes:

I cannot tell you how disappointed I am to receive

your letter of February 17 stating that it will not be

possible for you to come. It would have been a great

personal pleasure for me to have had you here as our

guest and I know that my friends were looking forward to

your visit. Moreover, my regret is increased by reason

of the situation which you indicate in your letter. It

is true that here as well as there "things get more com-

plicated every day". Nevertheless, I do hope that so dis-

tinguished an institution as the Colegio de Mexico will

come through the difficulties of today with flying colors.

We are looking forward to the early arrival here of

Dr. Cosio Villegas and a little later of Professor Zavala.

I am making arrangements for them now.

With kind regards and best wishes,

Ever sincerely

Dr. Alfonso Reyes, '

El Colegio de Mexico,
Panuco 63,
Mexico, D. F.

t



DIVISION OF ECONOMICS AND HISTORY

405 WEST t17TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY

JAMES T. SHOTWELL, DIRECTOR

Dear Dr. Reyes:

I am so happy to learn that you are able at last to pay us

a visit, although, as I understand the situation from Professor

Zavala, it will not be as long as I had hoped.

I shall not take up any problems with you by correspondence

in the hope that we can have a good time talking things over when

you come. In the meantime, however, I am asking the Washington

office of the Endovnnent to send you $500 for the more immediate

expenses of your travel. We shall, of course, be very happy to

pay all expenses in connection with your visit here.

With sincere regard,

Dr. Alfonso Reyes,
El Colegio de México,
Pánuco, 63,
MéXico, D. F.
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lrect r,

e rnegl. n o ment for Intern tiona1 Pee,
Division of conomicB- n History
405 est 117th street,

York City. .U.A.

1 1" e 1" a y muy au 1 o ector Ghat ell:

un

,

u ted mi ID 8 protun
..... 1c· e t nciones. ue e n

cie e s . ue gr e i e, u ste.u 1me a
,

n t e , rento escr b1re SB. fun a-

c rt del r. D vis sobre 1 s muy desea­
Dr. L rocque Tinker, cuyo p trocinio
t Co1.glo.

da

De o ex lic rut du, 1 rap1 z nuestro
vioj Y la circ n t nci e ue no ud1mo corr s on er

,

n form 1 n a la gr cio a invitacion el Dep rtamento
, , ,

e Estad r quedarnos 19un tiem o ell como hu� p es

uyos y visit r algunas otr s instltucion 8 de cultura,
resolvimos n ash1n ton Co io ill g s y yo· eclin r por

,

hor est 1nvltaclon, y 1 ex llcamo nue s tr- 8 r zan 8 al
Dr. Thompson, u1en h t n1 o la rn bill a de ejar su pro-

, ,

081clon ablert p ra el pro lmo octubre en ue t n mos 1
,

.sper nz volver por Il.

. .

,

Que o siempr a su. or nes'y 10 admlr y uiere muy
e veras su tento aml o y .s.

Alfonso
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DIVISION OF ECONOMICS AND HISTORY

405 WEST 1 17TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY

JAMES T. SHOTWELL, DIRECTOR

February 17, 1943.

Dear Dr. Reyes:

I am very happy indeed to receive your statement

of the plan of curriculum of the Colegio de Mexico

and take this occasion to send back my very cordial

greetings to you and to my colleagues in Mexico.

With all best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Alfonso Reyes,
El Colegio de Mexico,
Panuco 63,
Mexico, D. F.



4 de nov em re 1943.

Dr. James T. Shotwell

Dotacl�n de Carne�lp oara la Paz Intern�clonnl

405 1Vest 117th Street-'-.
Ne York. U.S.A.

i qu rido RT igo:-

.is primeras palabras al re_res r son p�ra gradecer
sus inc nta les ondRdes y la oc'alón que me prop0rclonó
de entrevjst rme con tan excelentes ami�os y de trab jar
en los nohles empeños de l� Cooperaclón-Intel ctual. Según
lo convenido, y le en io mi li ro '(11 tima Tule, s eñaLanô.o

ea- Jclalmente en el ndice los art. culos que )ufden 1ntere-

s rIe. u d r. sus órdenes como su muy cordial

y f rme ID



\

DIVISION OF ECONOMICS AND HISTORY

405 WEST 117TH STREET, NEW YORK 27, N. Y.

JAMES T. SHOTWELL, DIRECTOR

I ovember 20, 1943 •

. My dear Friend:

Ever sincerely yours,

I was delighted to receive both your very kind letter

and the splendid volume, Ultima Tule. The latter I shall

prize as a lasting souvenir of our friendship and common

interest in the wor-Ld of literature and thought. I only 'vish

that I had the freedo both of time and of mind to explore
as you have these pa'thvaye of the intellectual life.

It was a great pleasure to have you with us and we

rofited immensely from your wisdom and insight. Please accept
my very best wishes for the future and for further collaboration

in years to come.

Dr. Alfonso,Reyes,
El Colegio de Héxico,
Pánuco, 63,
MéxiCO, D. F.

)



CARNEOl! ENDOWMENT FOR INTER.NATIONAL PEACE
UNITED NATIONS PLAZA AT 46TH STREET, NEW YORK 17, NEW YORK

JAMES T. SH�TWLPRESIDE

EMERIT S

�
�/

::v If
�� � ear Professor Reyes:

�v� About a fortnight ago I sent you a letter introducing
i
'J my friend, the musical _lexander Semmler but I did

� e � home and and am afraid that my letter

)
-

may not have reached you, as it was sent through the Collegio
de Mexico. I am sure you will enjoy making the ac-

quaintance of Mr. Semmler, who has a fine reputation among
musicians both here and in Europe. He is also intelligently
interested in intellectual problems generally, and his address
is, care of the American Express Company, Mexico, D. F.
He will undoubtedly write you a note in the hope that he and his

wife, who is a very charming lady, may have a chance to
talk with you. He will be in Mexico for some six months
or more studying Mexican music, of which he is a great admirer.

14 December, 1953
CABLE ADDRESS

INTERPAX NEW YORK

This letter goes to you with all my best wishes for
Christmas and the New Year. I am taking the liberty of

sending you today a small volume of my poetry wh í.ch is to be

published in January. It is a very inadequate return for the

scholarly and philosophical volumes which you have sent me and
which I have been proud to have in my library.

With sincere greetings,

Faithfully

H. E., Professor Alfonso
Av. Industria 122,
Mexico, D. F., Il.
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