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Daniel Cosía Villegas (1898-1976)

STANLEY R. ROSS*

Daniel Cosio Villegas, distinguished intellectual, died of' a heart
attack on March 10, 1976 in the Mexican capital where he had been
born seventy-seven years ago. Thus death brought an end to the re

markable multifaceted career which had earned for Don Daniel a

pivotal place in Mexican intellectual life for more than half a century.
Excélsior, which had opened its pages to his critical political analysis
and in so doing did honor to its journalistic integrity and rendered
service to the Mexican people, could lament the passing of this his
torian, political scientist, economist, essayist, publisher, teacher, dip
lomat, and founder of cultural institutions.

Politicians, who more than once had felt the sting of his critical
barbs, hailed him in death. President Echeverría spoke of the "hon
orable and courageous intellectual and teacher." And president-to-be
López Portillo spoke of Cosio's "vigilant and alert critical sense, the
essential ingredient for any objective work." However, it was the in

tellectuals of Mexico who best honored their own. Octavio Paz, not

ing Cosio's "incorruptible conscience," had defined what was most

stimulating in Cosío as "the spirit which animated his criticism, the
naturalness of his opinions, and the independence of his judgement."
And Víctor Urquidi identified as Cosio's most noteworthy charac
teristics "his lucidity, his extraordinary intelligence, his analytical ca

pacity, and his love for historical truth." The institutions he created
are enduring testimony to his "wisdom and foresight."

The impressive thing about Don Daniel's long and productive life
is the remarkable diversity of fields and endeavors to which he turned
his skills with outstanding success. In an age of increasing specializa
tion such versatility is all the more noteworthy. However, a second
striking feature of this rich and varied intellectual life is the fact
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Cosio's multiple endeavors prove, on examination, to be very much
interrelated and integrated. This is a life with direction and meaning,
purpose and achievement.

Daniel Cosía Villegas was born in the Federal District on July 23,
1898. From the National Preparatory School he received Bachelor

degrees in both Arts and Letters. He studied engineering briefly,
philosophy under Antonio Caso, literature under Pedro Henriquez
Ureña (with a paper entitled "The Theory of the Honorable Man in

the Literature of the Golden Age"), and law in the National School
of Jurisprudence from which institution he received his Law degree
in 1925. He was to extend his studies abroad, doing work in economics

at Harvard, agricultural economics at both Wisconsin and Cornell

(where he received the M.A. degree), and advanced studies in eco

nomics at the London School of Economics and in political science

at the École Libre de Sciences Politiques in Paris.

During those student years he also was a student organizer and

leader, heading the student federation of the Federal District as well
as national and international student federations. He also taught
sociology, .political economy, and economic doctrines in the National

School of Jurisprudence and the School for Advanced Studies. Cosía

began his public service in the Ministry of Education headed by José
Vasconcelos, beginning his writing career and his publishing ex

perience with the project to bring the classics to the masses.

Over the years Don Daniel taught in the National Preparatory
School, in the Faculties of Law and of Philosophy and Letters of the
National University, in the National School of Economics of that in

stitution, in El Colegio de México, and abroad in the Law Faculty
of the Central University of Madrid and the Institute of Latin Amer

ican Studies of the University of Texas in Austin. His extensive writ

ings include singularly outstanding contributions in history, impor
tant studies in economics, thoughtful contributions in international
relations and extensive and potentially very influential essays of po
litical analysis. He founded and served for a period of years as initial
director of three journals, each viewed as outstanding within its dis

cipline: El Trimestre Económico (director, 1934-1948); Historia Mexi

cana (director, 1951-1961); and Foro Internacional (director, 1960-

1963).
As a creator of cultural institutions, Don Daniel was unusually

productive. When Secretary General of the National University of

Mexico he helped to found the section devoted to the study of eco

nomics which became an independent entity as the National School
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of Economics under Cosio's direction in 1933. He founded the Fondo

de Cultura Económica and served as its director for fourteen years
from 1934-1948. The Fondo was to become the leading intellectual

publishing house for the Spanish-speaking world. By 1975 it had

twenty-six outlets in Mexico, South America, and Spain and published
365 titles with sales exceeding three million volumes. Cosio was co

founder of La Casa de España in Mexico which became El Colegio
de México, the most prestigious institution for research and advanced

study in Latin America. He was co-founder of the Faculty of Eco

nomics of the University of Nuevo León.
From his early days in the Education Ministry with Vasconcelos,

CosÍo had a long career of public and diplomatic service. He served

as economic and financial advisor to the Secretary of Treasury and

Public Credit, the Bank of Mexico, National Bank for Mortgages and

Public Works, and the Mexican Embassy in Washington. He advised

his country's delegations to the VIIth Interamerican Conference at

Montevideo (1934), and the International Conference at Bretton

Woods (1944). He served as Mexico's plenipotentiary delegate to

the First International Conference of Statistics sponsored by the

League of Nations (1928), IV Panamerican Commercial Conference

( 1931), the Economic Conference of Buenos Aires (1935), and as

president of the Mexican delegation to XIIth General Assembly of

UNESCO (1962). Cosío was in charge of the Mexican Legation in

Portugal in 1936-1937, and from 1957 through 1968 was Mexico's

special ambassador to the Economic and Social Council of the United

Nations. In 1959 he was president of that international organization.
He also served as president of the administrative council of the United

Nations Special Fund and as president of the Coordination Committee

of the U.N.'s Economic and Social Council.

Many honors came to Cosío Villegas, but only a few can be cited

here. In 1951 he was elected as a member of El Colegio Nacional, a

lifetime recognition limited to twenty members. In 1957 CosÍo was

designated as President of El Colegio de México, a post he held

through 1963. And, in 1971, the Mexican Government honored him

by the award of the National Prize for Letters.
CosÍo Villegas' intellectual roots lead to Ortega y Gasset, and he

was a protégé of Antonio Caso and Henríquez Ureña. He began seek

ing to find his way in life in a post-revolutionary romantic spirit. He

started working in belles lettres, seeking to carve out a literary career

for himself. Excepting for the essay form-which he cultivated with

skill and exceptional effectiveness-CosÍo soon returned to reality, as
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he himself suggested. He moved along the path that would lead to

professionalization and institutionalization so characteristic of his ma

ture years as has been noted by Henry C. Schmidt in a recent study
in the Journal of Inter-American Studies.

In the 1920s Cosío was filled with the desire "to do something for
the new Mexico." Remembering those years Don Daniel would write
with pride of "his generation," of those intellectuals whose youth co

incided with the spring "of the good years of the Mexican Revolution."
It was then that, applying his perspicacity, ironic sense and literary
skill, Cosío employing a critical attitude contributed to the examina
tion and growth of national identity. In the process he paralleled
and anticipated the work of Samuel Ramos, his contemporary and
friend.

Here are the beginnings of his analytical probing of the historical
antecedents of the Mexican people and of his critical examination of
the Mexican Revolution and of the institutional framework of Mexi
can society. As part of the process of national self-examination he

sought to educate the people to their problems, puncturing myths
about national character with well-aimed barbs. He summarized and

symbolized the age and its preoccupation with national identity and
the reconstruction and redirection of the Mexican nation.

Convinced of the importance of economics-both in terms of

knowledge and trained practitioners-for the new Mexico, Cosio

sought to remedy this deficiency through his teaching and through
the creation and direction of what became the National School of
Economics. The absence of Spanish-language economic texts led him
to found the Fondo with its initial mission to make available Spanish
language translations of the principal works in economics published
abroad. It was but a short step to the creation of a quarterly journal,
El Trimestre Económico, to be published by the Fondo and devoted
to economic studies and discussions of economic questions. How in

terrelated were the seemingly separate activities of this man.

A similar interrelationship may be seen involving his creative ideas
in another area. Mexican Chargé d'Affaires in Lisbon when the Span
ish Civil War erupted, Cosío suggested that Mexico invite a selected
group of Spanish intellectuals to renew their activities until the war

should end. President Cárdenas accepted the idea, and there was

created the Casa de España in Mexico presided over by Alfonso Reyes
and with Cosío as its secretary. What had been viewed as a tem

porary refuge for Spanish intellectuals became a permanent Mexican
institution when the Spanish Republicans suffered defeat. El Colegio
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de México was created with a nucleus of the original group of Span
ish refugees. El Colegio would serve to link the exiled Spaniards with
Mexican intellectual life. Many were integrated in the Fonda as edi

tors, directors of collections, translators, and even as administrators.
And El Colegio also was to develop its research and teaching func
tion and, as Cosía described it to Enrique Krauze, to create "the in

tellectual leader of Mexico"-a man capable of considering his reality
with unlimited criteria and of "transforming the milieu in which ... he
is condemned to live in order to make it more propitious for really
intelligent political action."

It was in the late forties-when the Mexican pendulum swung to

the right, when industrialization and urbanization increasingly char
acterized Mexican society, and political stability and economic prog
ress became the watchwords of the day-that Cosía wrote his seminal

essay on the crisis of the Mexican Revolution and initiated his Historia

moderna de México project as a part of what one writer has described
as "a brilliant period of national introspection."

Cosía took pride in the rich expressiveness of the Spanish language
and employed it with enthusiasm and effectiveness. His essays are a

model of the genre, characterized by clarity of thought communicated
with vigor and sprightliness in an incisive and elegant prose. Some
of his essays evoked such debate and polemic that they marked true

turning points in the evolution of thought in Mexico. Years later, Cosía
introduced two volumes of his essays and notes with the following
quotation from Ortega y Gasset: "The reader will discover, if I am

not mistaken, even in the last lines of these essays the beat of patriotic
concern." And, despite critical gloom, Cosía held out almost thirty
years ago a ray of hope that from the Revolution itself might come a

reaffirmation of priniciples and a purification of men. A dozen years
later Don Daniel concluded that the Revolution had not survived its

crisis, but even then he did not surrender his hope of doing something
for Mexico.

One of the finest things he did do was to organize, direct, and
write a major portion of the monumental ten-volume Historia moderna
de México (1867-1911). Begun in 1948, the ten volumes appeared over

a seventeen-year period from 1955 through 1972. Combining mono

graphic research with the broad sweep of a general history, this land

mark of Mexican and Latin American historiography required not

only scholarship, but organizational talent as well. Nettie Lee Benson

noted, reviewing the initial volume, that the "interpretation flows

naturally from the facts so skillfully and abundantly presented." John
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Womack, Jr., reviewing the final segment, described the set as the

"greatest historical work on modem Mexico." Lyle N. McAlister
echoed those sentiments, noting that it is a "monumental work whether

judged quantitatively or qualitatively" and "the most impressive prod
uct of modem Mexican historiography."

The work is noteworthy too for its collaborative, team research.
Don Daniel provided the inspiration, the organizational ability, lead

ership and direction, and the identification of his scholarly prestige
"vith the group's efforts. He sought, justified, and obtained the req
uisite financial support. He not only provided the investigators with
the benefits of his knowledge, experience, and skill, but also coordi
nated and integrated the efforts of the individual authors. He criti

cized and encouraged, cajoled and prodded, directed and participated.
His brilliant general and particular introductory essays set the tone

of the series, summarized the conclusions of the particular volume,
and pointed out the interrelationships between volumes. Cosio him
self authored no less than five volumes of the Historia moderna. And
he dedicated the final volume "To the Mexican Nation which endured
the making of this history."

Anticipating the succeeding phase of his historical work, Don
Daniel organized a Seminar on the Contemporary History of Mexico
which produced a series of basic bibliographical guides to books and

pamphlets, periodical articles, and documentary sources in key gov
ernmental archives as the foundation for undertaking a history of the
Mexican Revolution. For the past half-dozen years, sustained by an

independent trust fund established by the Mexican government, Don

Daniel once again organized, directed and coordinated his equipo in

the preparation of a multi-volume history of the Revolution. While
the too foreshortened timetable and the lack of access to the personal
archives of key individuals have been limiting factors, the initial
volumes of what should represent a step forward in the historiography
of contemporary Mexico are promised for later this year.

It was perhaps inevitable that, in 1968, amid the political and
moral crisis of the suppression of the student movement and when
the Mexican political system was showing signs of stress and its vi

ability in a changing world was being questioned, Don Daniel should
take pen in hand and endeavor to use the journalistic political essay
to try to influence the direction of events by means of a critical anal

ysis of the Mexican political process. His efforts attracted public at

tention, but evoked very little echo from others. His essays in Ex

célsior were followed by a series of booklets on the Mexican political
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system, President Echeverría's personal style of governing (the first

judgement of a Mexican president while he still exercised power), the

process of presidential selection, and the resolution of the process in

1975. The fact that the sale of these volumes has warranted editions

of between 50,000 and 80,000 copies, suggests that the Mexican public
wanted and needed a voice like that of Don Daniel.

In a sense both of Cosio's principal activities these last few years
the history of the Revolution and the essays of political analysis and

commentary-are simply different sides of the same coin. Both are

trying to define the direction of the Mexican people through a scholarly
examination of the nation's recent history and through stimulating
and contributing to a serious evaluation of its political system. He

worked to help make intelligible Mexico's past and present in order
to open the way for a better future. Time alone will tell whether, in

addition to everything else, Don Daniel also will be remembered as

a political reformer. He clearly was an intellectual with a practical
sense-an intellectual doer.

In writing a conclusion to a popular compact history of Mexico,
Don Daniel concluded that Mexico was entering a new stage of life

and that "each and every one of its citizens should do his best in his

respective field of action to help solve the many and difficult problems
confronting his country." Don Daniel did that and much more. He

stimulated and encouraged institutions, programs, and individuals. As

Antonio Alatorre remarked "he practiced with simplicity the marvel

ous art of helping others."
Alfonso Reyes once predicted with great perceptiveness that Cosío

Villegas would best serve the country in the long run "with his pen,
his intelligence, his wisdom and his discipline." And Octavio Paz

added that Cosío "was a great historian of our nineteenth century and

was a grand chronicler of our twentieth century, especially of our

contemporary era. He was not a man of philosophical systems, but

rather an historian of the old moral and psychological tradition dat

ing back to Thucydides. Besides he was an excellent writer and among
his great virtues he had that of a sense of humor, which is the sense

of limitations. Cosío taught us to be conscious of human dignity."
There can be no doubt that he will be missed.

Bibliography of Lie. Daniel Cosía Villegas

(The author is indebted to Marta Hernández, secretary to Lie.

Cosío, and to the late Susana Uribe de Fernández de Córdoba of El

Colegio de México for the compilation of his bibliography on which
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the following selected listing is based. Excluded have been book
reviews [but not review articles], newspaper articles-including the
hundreds on political themes published in Excélsior beginning in
1968-and those appearing in popular magazines, prologues and in

troductions to the books of others, and reprintings [but not transla
tions of his books]. Also excluded are reviews of Don Daniel's works,
writings about him or his work, and translations of volumes [partic
ularly economic studies] which he did for the Fondo de Cultural
Económica. )

1922

1. Miniaturas mexicanas. Viales, estampas, teorias. Editorial Cultural, México.

1924

2. Nuestra pobre amigo. Novel. El Universal Ilustrado, México.
3. Sociología mexicana. I. El territorio. Stenographic version by Eduardo

González Camps. Editorial Mayab, México.
4. Sociología mexicana. II. La población. Stenographic version by Eduardo

González Camps. Editorial Juris, México.

1925

5. Sociología mexicana. III. Población y educación. Stenographic version by
Eduardo González Camps. Editorial Juris, México.

1932

6. La cuestión arancelaria en México. 5 vols. Ediciones del Centro Mexicano
de Estudios Económicos, México.

7. Estudios sobre la creación de un organismo económico-financiero panameri
cano. Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores, México.

1934

8. Aspectos concretos del problema de la moneda en Montevideo. Impr. de
la Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores, México.

9. "La importancia de nuestra agricultura," El Trimestre Económico, 1:2,
112-130.

1935

10. "Estados Unidos y la plata," El Trimestre Económico, II:8, 389-422.

1939

11. "El comercio de azúcar en el siglo xví," El Trimestre Económico, V:20,
571-591.

1940

12. "El fascismo japonés," El Trimestre Económico, VI:22, 270-298.
13. "La riqueza legendaria de México," El Trimestre Económico, VI:21, 58-83.

1944

14. "Las relaciones de Estados Unidos e Iberoamérica," Jornadas, 10, 11-18.
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1945

15. "La conferencia de Chapultepec," Cuadernos Americanos, may.-jun., pp.
19-45.

16. "Sobre Estados Unidos," Revista de América, 3, 361-365.

1946

17. "Comedia de las equivocaciones," Cuadernos Americanos, nov.-dic., pp.
74-86.

1947

18. "La crisis de México," Cuadernos Americanos, mar.-abr., pp. 29-51.
19. "México y los Estados Unidos," Cuadernos Americanos, nov.-dic., pp. 7-27.

1948

20. "Rusia, Estados Unidos y la América Hispánica," Cuadernos Americanos,
ene.-feb., pp. 40-58.

1949

21. "España contra América en la industria editorial," Cuadernos Americanos,
ene.-feb., pp. 59-71.

22. "Los problemas de América," Cuadernos Americanos, mar.-abr., pp. 7-23.
23. "Churchill en su mejor momento," Cuadernos Americanos, jul.-ago., pp.

73-81.
24. "Hombres y hechos de la guerra," Cuadernos Americanos, sept.-oct., pp.

56-67.
25. Extremos de América. Tezontle, México.

1950

26. "Leonor [Roosevelt] y sus recuerdos," Cuadernos Americanos, may.-jun.
pp. 72-77.

27. "Trasfondo tiránico," Cuadernos Americanos, jul.-ago., pp. 7-19.
28. "La Alianza Grande," Cuadernos Americanos, sept.-oct., pp. 78-85.
29. "Reflexión coreana," Cuadernos Americanos, nov.-dic., pp. 45-50.

1951

30. "Historia y prejuicio," Historia Mexicana, 1:1, 335-339.
31. "Entrega inmediata," Historia Mexicana, 1:2, 340--353.
32. "El México de Tannenbaum," Problemas Agrícolas e Industriales de México,

III:4 (oct.-dic.), 157-161.

1952

33. "¿Dónde está el villano?", Historia Mexicana, 1:3, 429-448.
34. "La hístoríografía política del México moderno," Memoria de El Colegio

Nacional, VII: 7, 36-111.
35. "¡Ya viene la bola!", Historia Mexicana, 11:2, 155-183.

1953

36. "La Bibiloteca Nacional de México," Revista de la Universidad de México,
nov.

37. La historiografía política del México moderno. Offprint of the Memories
del Colegia Nacional, México.

38. Porfirio Díaz en la revuelta de la Noria. Editorial Hermes, México.
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1954

39. "Sebastián emparedado," Historia Mexicana, IV:2, 265-274.

1955

40. "En el centenada del Congreso Constituyente de 56," Memoria de El Colegio
Nacional, III: 10, 9-71.

41. "Lección de la barbarie," Problemas Agrícolas e Industriales de México,
VII:2, 189-193.

42. "Llamada general," Historia Mexicana, IV:3, 317-336.
43. "The Press and Responsible Freedom in Mexico," in Angel del Río, ed.,

Responsible Freedom in the Americas. Columbia University Press, New
York.

44. La República Restaurada. La vida política. Editorial Hermes, México
Buenos Aires (Historia Moderna de México, I).

45. "Segunda llamada particular," Historia Mexicana, V:2, 161-183.

1956

46. "Enlace y moraleja," Historia Mexicana, V:4, 506-527.
47. "Rabasa entre dos constituciones," Revista Mexicana de la Literatura, may.

jun.
48. Estados Unidos contra Porfirio Díaz. Editorial Hermes, México.

1957

49. La Constitución de 1857 Y sus críticos. Editorial Hermes, México-Buenos
Aires.

50. "Cuarta llamada particular," Historia Mexicana, VIII:l, 1-19.
51. "Vida real y vida historiada de la Constitución de 57," in El Liberalismo

y la Reforma en México, UNAM, Escuela de Economía, México, pp. 523-
566.

1958

52. "La aventura de Matías [Romero]," Historia Mexicana, VIII:1, 35-59.

1959

53. "Los frutos del golpe," Historia Mexicana, IX:2, 153-175.
54. "México-Guatemala, 1867-1911. Una bíblíografía para el estudio de sus

relaciones," Memoria de El Colegia Nacional, IV:2, 55-93.

1960

55. "Contestación [al discurso de ingreso de Víctor Urquidi a El Colegio Na

cional]," Memoria de El Colegio Nacional, IV:3, 193-195.
56. "México y Estados Unidos," Revista de la Universidad de México, XIV:5,

5-15.
57. El porfiriato. Vida política exterior. Primera Parte. Editorial Hermes,

México (Historia Moderna de México, V).

1961

58. Change in Latin America. The Mexican and Cuban Revolutions. Uni

versity of Nebraska, Lincoln (Montgomery Lectureship on Contemporary
Civilization) .

59. "Historia o crónica," Historia Mexicana, XI: 1, 144-151.
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60. "1960: Su herencia internacional," Foro Internacional, 1:3, 360-379. (Pub
lished under the pseudonym of Juan B. Chíríboga ).

61. "Política y política económica en la América Latina," Foro Internacional,
1:4, 491-513.

62. "El norte de Porfirio Díaz," Anuario de Historia, I, 13-57.
63. "Sobre Henry Lane Wilson," Memoria de El Colegio Nacional, IV:4, 39-

55.

1962

64. "La doctrina Juárez," Historia Mexicana, XI:4, 527-545.
65. "Magdalena la ingrávida," Humanitas, III:3, 423-440.

1963

66. "¿Cual es el futuro de la UNESCO?", Cuadernos (Paris), 71, p. 83.

67. "La escuela, tema de nuestro tiempo," Cuadernos (Paris), 78, pp. 45-48.
68. "Nationalism and Development," in Mildred Adams, ed., Latin America,

Evolution or Explosion? Dodd, New York, pp. 111-122.

69. "Nacionalismo y desarrollo," Foro Internacional, !II:3, 317-332.

[translation of previous item]
70. "El porfiríato, era de consolídacíón," Historia Mexicana, XIII:!, 76-87.
71. El porfiriato. La vida política exterior. Segunda Parte. Editorial Hermes,

México (Historia Moderna de México, VI).
72. The United States versus Porfirio Díaz. Trans. from the Spanish by Nettie

Lee Benson. University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln.

1964

73. American Extremes. Trans. by Américo Paredes. University of Texas Press,
Austin.

74. "The Mexican Left," in Joseph Maier and Richard W. Weatherhead, eds.,
Politics of Change in Latin America. Frederick A. Praeger, New York.

75. "Mi general en México [De Gaulle]," Cuadernos (Paris), 86, pp. 70-72.

(Published under the pseudonym of Gloria Pantoja).

1965

76. "Crisis de la diplomacia latinoamericana," Cuadernos (Paris), 100.

77. "Francia y México: Amor y recelo, 1867-1880," in Arturo Arnáiz y Freg
and Claude Bataillon, eds., La intervención francesa y el imperio de Maxi

miliano, cien años después, 1862-1962. Asociación de Historiadores, In
stituto Francés de América Latina, México, pp. 209-217.

7$. "Nueva historiografía política del México moderno," Memoria de El Colegia
Nacional, V:4, 11-176. (Expanded version of early works published under
this title) .

79. "Politics and Mexican Intellectuals," The Texas Quarterly, VIII:4, 38-48.

1966

80. Cuestiones internacionales de México, una bibliografía. Secretaría de Re
laciones Exteriores, México. (Archivo Histórico Diplomático. Guías para

la Historia Diplomática de México, 4).
81. Ensayos y notas. 2 vols. Editorial Hermes, México.
82. "Sobre José María Iglesias," Anuario de Historia, VI-VII, 7-40.

1967

83. "Filomena Mata y la reelección," Memoria de El Colegio Nacional, V:2-3,
11-21.

IL
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84. "History and the Social Sciences in Latin America," in Bryce Wood and
M. Diéguez, Jr., eds., Social Sciences in Latin America. Columbia Uni
versity Press, New York.

85. "Juárez," Boletín Bibliográfico de la Secretaría de Hacienda y Crédito
Público, XIII:388.

86. "Sebastián Lerdo de Tejada, mártir de la República Restaurada," Historia
Mexicana, XVII:2, 169-199.

87. "The United States and Cuba: A Latin American's View," Malahat Review
(Victoria, British Columbia), Oct. 4, pp. 25-38.

1968

88. "Border Troubles in Mexican-United States Relations," Southern Historical
Quarterly, 72: l, 34-39.

89. "De la necesidad de estudiar a Estados Unidos," Anglia (UNAM, Instituto
de Estudios Angloamericanos), I, 9-17.

1969

90. "De nuevo en la silla," Memoria de El Colegio Nacional, VI:4, 55-81.

1970

91. El porfiriato. La vida política interior. Parte Primera. Editorial Hermes,
Buenos Aires-México (Historia Moderna de México, IX).

1971

92. "Réplica a Moisés González Navarro," Historia Mexicana, XX:3, 473-475.

1972

93. El poriuiato, La vida política interior. Parte Segunda. Editorial Hermes,
Buenos Aires-México (Historia Moderna de México, X).

94. El sistema político mexicano: Las posibilidades de cambio. University of
of Texas at Austin (Institute of Latin American Studies, Encuesta Política:
México, 1).

95. Labor periodística: Real e imaginaria. Biblioteca Era, México.

1973

96. "El momento actual," in D. Cosío Villegas et al., Historia mínima de México.
El Colegio de México, pp. 157-164.

97. "El sistema politico mexicano: Posibilidades de cambio," in William P.
Glade and Stanley R. Ross, Críticas constructioas del sistema político mexi
cano. University of Texas, Institute of Latin American Studies, Austin
(Encuesta Política: México,2).

98. El sistema político mexicano. Cuadernos de Joaquín Mortiz, México (Ex
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Central America: A Nation Divided. By RALPH LEE WoonwARD, JR. 
New York, 1976. Oxford University Press. Maps. Chart. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. Pp. 344. Cloth. $12.95. 

A worthy addition to the fine series of Latin American national 
histories edited by James R. Scobie, this survey of Central American 
history must be counted as the most thorough yet written. lt is a 
sound combination of original research and thinking, and synthesis 
of other published works. The long and detailed bibliographic essay 
shows that Woodward knows his source materials, and the coverage 
given to often neglected eras in this type of book, such as the pre
Columbian period and the Bourbon eighteenth century, should sur
prise and please most scholarly readers. 

Woodward admits that a history of Central America is a difficult 
task. While "the concept of a united isthmus of Central America" 
is quite old, union "repeatedly eludes the peoples of the isthmus" 
( p. i). In fact the author' s conclusion is rather pessimistic. "The 
hopes of Francisco Morazán and Salvador Mendieta for a single 
Central American republic do not appear any nearer fruition than 
when these men struggled for union" ( p. 258). How then to solve 
the problem of writing a cohesive history of five nations which may, 
or may never, be one? Woodward avoids the difficult task of writ
ing five parallel histories, and decides against a chronological political 
history. Instead he seeks trends and dominant events on which to 
hang his generalizations about the whole area. ( And to help those 
who may lose the thread he appends a ''Political Chronology.") Sorne 
may complain that Guatemala receives disproportionately large at
tention, and Woodward's reply to this charge is not wholly satisfac
tory; but there is sorne truth to his claim that "Guatemala is the largest 
and traditionally the most important of the Central American states" 
( p. ii). 

The author is not afraid to pass judgement after a review of the 
evidence. He finds Liberalism (both the early post-independence 
variety and the later Positivism) to have been badly wanting. lt 

"had promised both political freedom and material progress." But 




