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Dear Dr. Cosía Villegas:

I am writing to inquire whether you could possibly be tempted to come to
Harvard for a tenn or a year in 1965-1966 or 1966-1967 as a visiting professor
of history.

Our academic year is divided into a fall term and spring term. The fall
term runs from mid-September to mid-January, the spring term from early February
to early June. The fall term in 1965-1966 begins on ?eptember 27, the spring
term on February 7; the year ends on June 16, 1966. vIn ).966-1967 the fall term

begins on September 26, the spring term on February 6,V'and the year ends on June

15, 1967. Because we have a reading period and examination period �the end of

each term, a visiting professor would have to be in residence onlyvfrom late

September through December�1n the fall term or February through early May in the

spring term.

If you could come, we ¡vould/hope that you might offer either a course of

lectures open to all students or� seminar or discussion course open only to a

select group of specialists.�A lecture course normally involves two or three

one-hour lectures a Vl,'���,.for twelve weeks. You could lecture in English or Span­
ish as you preferred. '\.t1( seminar or discussion course normally meets for tvl0
hours once a week.�We would not expect you to offer more than one lecture course

or seminar or discussion course during any one term, but you could offer both if

you wished.

In either a lecture course or a seminar of discussion course, the subject
could be as broad or as narrow as you desired. A, course might deal with all of
Mexican history, some topic running through all of Mexican history, as, for exam­

ple, the history of Mexican foreign relations. It could deal ivit4· a short period
of time or a subject such as the Mexican R�volution. In short,�u would be free

to lecture, lead discussion, or direct r�arch on whatever topics happen to be

of most interest to you at the moment.vrWe would have to have a course title to

print in our catalogue, but, if you wanted to m��e up your mind later, the printed
titIe could be something like l'Aspects of Modern Mexican History.

11

We could offer you $10,000 for a term or $20,000 for a year. Some of this

ould be treated as an allowance for travel or living expenses, on whatever basis
ould be most advantageous in terms of �,q
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Both the Committee on Latin American Studies and the Department of History
hope very much that you may find it possible to accept this invitation.

Sincerely yours,

r7 -trR�__¿c���...-r.
)

Ernest R. May
Professor of History



frot. ame.li ft. May
11 Summer aoad
Cambr1� 38" MaS8.
V.S.A.

Dear fl"OrEUJSOl' Ma,;

May I acknowledge yOlll'" kind lett.r of 'e�r1 8th.. Peeelved
yeat.Ña¡ '" Aa I �� l�a-,,� NexICO Oit¥ for Austin" �e:xa81 in él

week or &0" I rather anawe:p it now" a,lthOl,lßb under other oil-OURlS;"'"

tances J a.l'tainl,. WOtlild have pr':'M. to &1118 more time to lour
flattering invitation ..

You MY b'è SUJ'e that the 14M 01 leot�ing at your Un1v-eralt1
attl"'aot,8 me ve'1:y much" among other, :raeQllS, beOatuJt,t I eous1d.ezt
llarvaJtd as my aeeon4 a'u.llter• (I waa thel'è as a student _ny
yeara ago.) TbenJl ¡ studWPat Marvard. at ,a lIOI1.nt in which I
reall,. ne,ed�ed inspiration and, gg,1dance to ••bark myaelr In what
we. at til$: ti_ a new eaMf!J:r�, Finall¥, although I have tra.veled

in tb., Btatelh eape-01al1y in the., East, at least one bund:red tiM••
1 have been at Cambridge only Qnce since I lett tbe UnivertJ1ty ..

I aUl af:va1d" howf}v$r .. that I Iba11 have a œ03t ßQ1lp11eate4 acbe<lQl

durina the ftext tue. 1...... In spite Qf tnta unceña1í1tJ# 7 would

11ke to make· some Pl"oßr8S$ e�n,ttns on ce"ta,1n point. of ,w!"
lette...

lB the tirat pla-oe. -.1 00\114 not even con.14er golng to Harval'4

before the. fall term of 15)66·61, under the understanding that I

would be, a.t Camb:p1dge tJ."om. let ua ." Septenlbar 2Ot:b \intil the

beg1nn1n¡ of the 'Ohr1.,t_4 vacat1on_ Then.. I would not daft to

otte1t 24 or 36 lecture. ln Ingli.. A. to thé natUH of the cour...

perha_pa you may cQns1der an 1ntaI"IlJ,&diate S<>.lut1on.. A c.ourae pr1:na­
rtly tor g�duate stwlents w1111#8 to 40 .xten81ve rea41np and.
let \la ••'¡,li one �.a.eafth. j)8pel-. Lktelil s. Bea1nap. bowev.lt", could il

preced.' 'by SODiê tén leC1tttres op.n to othelt student than the ••be:rs
of the a_1:Jla.,,,. i1na.lly I w:ould like ti) bave four :reaction not

only on the titl. (i)t the e®••• but on ita 8:ubstaneel "Mex1co in
th. Twentieth Century" ..

low,. we ealle to the delicate _tter et f1Mncea� I certainly would
l1ke to hev. a, PNsc1M il t1¡t.lN a8, ,ossible .¡t'ter ta�.$, l>ecua.
the otflEt:' one 1a purel11 theQretioal .. as oZ 41seovéred aince the

"!It •
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first time I lectuFed a.t an American tJn1ve�1t,yi> '!het! I t/®ld
apprecia/te ir JOU could give me an 14. Qf the eO'st of' 11v.ltlS
at Cambridge tlQw4aya", Th.e University" tor inatanee., ha*, apart_nta
tor visiting professors o; perbaps tor marrted gradtJAte students?
Otñerw1.se, wat oould be the rent in a r�",iQtmei,al hotel" if anl'�
"or an apartrQent for .... Cosio and my1Jelf?

1 sball be at Texas Vrr1vel'51ty all next March .. zt you eare.;rau
mal 111"1 t,e to t,

tex&& University
ln$ti tute or Latin A_r1ean StUdiea
Auatin 12, "ex.

\


