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THE RE OLUTION OF OUR TIME 

Revolution is t e name given to those traumatic episodes 
in human history when the structure of society are radically 
changed to permit a different distribution of the effective exer­
cise of power, and the dominant mentality of a society i radically 
altered to include new aspirations and a new vision of human so­
ciety. Revolution in itself in nothing new, though it often comes 
in different forms, seeking ds.fferent goals. Revolu ion has gener­
ally meant a break-through against opposition in the continuing 
search of men and society for wider and more meaningful parti­
cipation of more people in the goods and decision .. making process 
of society. 

In our time, charact rized as it apparently is by an appar-
ent "speeding up" of the historical procees, several emphases 
seem to be ompresaed in the current "time of troubles" that is 
by some of us hopefully called "The First World Revolution. " All 
of these apparently separate mov ments are al o known, increas­
ingly, as "The Movement. " By his is meant the anti-imperialist, 
anti-colonial, an i-neo-colonial, tl e civil rights movement, the 
student power, the university reform, the church renewal, the 
anti-paternalism, the anti-racist, the Black Power movements, 
and the rnovements of solidarity of the so-called "underdeveloped'' 
or poor nations and peoples of the world. There perhap is a 
great common denominator in the , nger of Fanon, the sorrow of 
Mannoni, the nationalism of Tito, th prophetic and s.Û£ereing 
love of Martin Luther King, Jr. , the plaintiveness of the flower 
children, the new freedom of the Hippies, the determination and 
earne tness of the intellectuals of the "New Left, " the Quixotic 
romanticism of Che Guevara, the desire to be themselves of Fidel 
and Stokely, the courage of desperation of the anti-war and anti­
draft demonstrators, the frustration of many American unlversity 
students with their academic life, the small but growing revolt 
against computers and careerism of many white, middle-class 
American graduate students, professors and professionals, the 
bitternes of the Black Power movement, the earnestness of the 
young Roman Catholic pri sts a.nd nuns and laymen who love their 
church though it sometime persecutes the, and them, and the pas­
toral rage tempered by compassion of Father Helder Camara of Reci 
All of these, and many more, are seeking, against one form or 
another of imposition, freedom, dignity, equality and their own 
identity. 
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liber :k.l vision, middle .\ clas s dem.oc racy i s  n o  longe r a. vi tal, 
dy j 1ainic force, and anyway it is not enough.  l t  j s not enougl 
because there is not enough real participatior , not enough real 
t ilerance or acceptance of dive r s ity ,  creatjvity ,  spont n .ity and 
ambigui ty .  Not enough stimulation of real indivi •· uality , not 
e nough real community and love . Not enough individuality,  ot 

aough free d om ,  not e nough con1pas sion , not even enough re al 
conflict to be c reative. Middle- cla s s  den oc racy let its soul 
perish  as it s atiated its elf at the table of plenty , and as it be -
g a.n to identify affluence with a'L1.thentic i ty .  Middle - clas s democracy , 
and the world-style of the affluent nations , me ans too m \tCh com ­
p� t.i tion (as differentiated from conflict} , too much "putting -down 
t o  s tay-up , " too much up-tight11ea s, too s atittt 3d and thing -oriented,  
too un- loving and closed. 

Strange to s ay, the great world movem ent of our time for 
rev olntion was pre cipi tated by the s ame m iddle - c las s that now 
s eeks to stifle it, b c ause the dreams that we re forged in the 
t; truggle agains t the ab s olute monar chs we re couched in unive r s al 
t nns, and they have s - eped out of the narrow bounds of the white , 

uropean and middle-cla s s  societies ,  and be come the dre am of 
g re at numbe rs of brown, black and yellow people s ,  who are poo1· 
a d non- European or Nor th Am e rican.  Pe l·ha.ps the mos t  radical 
s tatement in a.11 history - at leas t  for our tim e  - is tr at "all mP-n 
are created equal. t t  Thie propo ition, when he ld  Lip against the 
great and obvious inequali ties of we alth , oppor tunities, pres tig . 
a ceptance, powe r and education of the world of t day - inequalitie s 
that are increasing rather than dimini s hing - i s  enough to make 
a sensitive humani s t  long for radic al ch ange , and to frus tra te him 
and drive him to de spair when he con si de r s  the l ack of evid nt pro  .. 
g res . Gone or  going i s  the once -ful l C"Onfidenc.e  in "e lec tor al 
politics, " in appe al s to the reason and h m an.Hy of the powe rful , 
in � peals  to morality and compas s ion, in ma a -education of the 
poo11 as a means of their libera tion wh�m that e d u  ation. is in the 
hf�nds of the p we rful . 

In our time the old,  l ibe ral s truc tu res of the we s t, including 
ti�c Marxist s truc ture s ( of thought, institutions and powe r) , have 
t-ende d to harden, a.nd to jus tify them s elve s with pre tentious myths 
1·hat c onceal the satisfied magistrates who profi t from these social 
orde r s .  The inherent pate rnalism of the middle .\ clas s and of the 
we s t , with i ta basic fe ar of real , popular ,  spontane ou demo · racy 
tha t  an well up from the s oul of a people , has deformed t1 e true 
mis s ion of the m agis trate , which is to l ibe rate and no to pe rp  tuate 
domination. The pate rnalis ti magi s trates of the we s t  distru s ts in .\ 
dividual and g roup spontaneity , di strus ts the poor , di s trus ts the 
c-o} ored ,  dis trus ts  the non-we s te rne r ,  and seeks to :make them all 
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community of mutual c onfidence , ... nd c ommon mis sion has be n ,  
to  s y the 1 as t, n gligibl . I t  i s  in  part  the failure of  the elite s 
to le ad and to s hare . The r e  i s  little "egalitarian thrus t" that has 
be en the chief drive in the mode r ately suc c  s s ful North Ame rican 
progre s s iv e and evol t· onary proce s s  in th Latin Ame ri c an culture . 
But the e galitarian dre am s  are be ginning to penetrate the h ' the rto 
docile and s ubmi s sive m as se s ,  even though t e te chnique s of m ani ­
pulation and repre s ion are al s o  improving . 

But the s tagnation of Lat · n  Ame r i c a  i s  als o  in large part due 
to the nature of the e c onomi c ,  cultural , mili tary and political tute ­
lage impo sed  by the rich W e s te rn p we r s  (in our time , the Unite d 
State s )  on Latin Ame rica. Even if we c ould imagin a pate rnali m 
that c ould remain enlightened and devote d to the eventual libe ration 
of the dependent ,  the United State s ha no t been inte r e s ted  in eve n  
an evolutionary proce that would libe r ate Latin Ame ric a. The 
Unite d State s has als o  contribut d mas sively to the inability of the 
Latin Ame rican republ ics  to mo e to �ards a more jus t and e g alitarian 

s ocie ty .  At  any r at , the re sul s ar obviou s ·  Betwe en the lite s 
and North Am rican impe rialism , the evolutionary approach in 
Latin Ame ri ca i s  barren of  significant r e s ults . 

Three  hundred ye ars  of domination by elite s who pro£e s libe ral 
doc trine s ,  but who i n  practi ce do not even be lieve in "dribble - down" 
the orie s of e c onomic  and cultur al developme nt, and who are only 
c apable of twin policie s of repre s s ion . .  and conde cending pate rnalism,  
has left a mas s ive sea  of potential popular wrath. And though the re 
are seve ral dr amatic  cent rs of develop e nt in Latin Ame rica  toda , 
th e e cen e r s  are till surrounde d by great and s till s ilent mas se s  
who are not participating in the tnode rnization proce s s .  I t  i s  no 
whe re more true in the world than in Latin Am e rica  today tha t  the 
rich are ge tting ri che r ,  and the poor are not only ge tting poore r ,  
but becomin m o r  n.â r ou . I t  i s  difficult to affirm whe the r  Latin 
Ame rica today is in the grips of a s tagnant p o s s  propped up y 
the Unite d State s ,  or  wh the r the r e  i s  re al s ocial ,  e conomic , cultur al 
and politi c al 1·egre s s ion in th rea.  Th dominant clas s e s  of mos t 
of the Latin Ame ri c an r publi c s  are most  closely allied with and 
identify wi th the develope d nati on s  than they d with the ir own fellow 
c itizens who are poor .  

I t  has been argued that in  such a s ituaf on North Ame ric n 
te chnocr acy and capi tal - a s suming th a t  e nough of both are forth ­
coming and Latin rhme rican nationali s t  p r  s sure s do not be come 
too "ob s truc tioni s t " .\ can effe tive ly "dev 1 p"  Latin Ame rica. 
But such a s tyle of deve lopment - as suming its pos s ibility .\ would 
not only be from the t p down, but from he outs ide , and the refore 
not only d ome d  to pe rpe tuate pate rnali sm but to inflic t alienation 
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on Latin American society. The best t.hat could be hoped for 
would be for United Stat�s capital and skills to be nade avaHab:e 
to non-governmental and popular forces in Latin America to give 
them the capacities to make their own revolution , from the bottom 
up, and from inside. Development or modernization, "U. S. style , ' 
i, only introducing a new class of managers, as has begun to ei-nerge 
in the United States, which imposes on Latin America the technocratic 
m.�1Uagerial paternalism that is one of the enemies of an indigenous 
and liberating process of development. Aesum· ng the best of in­
tentions, there are still great limits on what one nation can do for 
another to help it develop - aside from get out of its way. The 
true meaning of development perhaps is the conquest of self-deter­
mination and the affirmation of one ' R own true identity - and these 
are things that people, and nations, must do for themselves. 

Latin Americans share in common with mankind the great 
.Tdpirations and dreams, and also the growing, gnawing realization 
thd.t the tec hnical skills and the resources are available to realize 
, nany of these dreams for all men - if society were but organized 
more rationally and justly. It is the rage of knowing that men can 
now "invent their own future" that couples with the rage of centuries 
of mass misery that produces the double rage of some contemporary 
Latin Americans. The long list of failures - from the Liberators 
to the 1 9th Century liberals, through the Good Neighbor period, the 
collapse of populism, the failure of the Alliance for Progress -
further causes despair over patience as an answer and remedy. 

Perhaps the Mexican Revolution better than any of the other 
revolutions of the twentieth century combined in its aspiratio1's the 
longing for liberty , equality and fraternity. It was a sti·uggle against 
tyranny, for social justice, and for a new sense of national community 
and purpose. Like all revolutions it shows today a tendency to wor­
ship its past victories more than to realize the great ennobling dreams 
of its heroes. But here at least we saw the power of a people with 
a dream. And in the Mexican revolution there were efforts - long 
since abandoned - to find meaningful participation in the political 
societies and structures of the nation for all the people. Like the 
United States, Mexican society is not pretty well "safely" in the 
hands of the managers. But the dreams remain. 

But it is not just the power of the idea of a just society, but 
also the inadequacy and refusal to adapt itself of the traditional 
structures that makes revolution in Latin America a necessity. The 
gap between man' s  drearns and his potential to realize those dreams 
on the one hand, and the performance of the Latin American power 
elites on the other, demonstrates the isolation from reality of the 
t raditional elites in Latin America. Indeed, the ineptness and 
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Fifthly, the "vanguard elites ' '  of those  "revolutionary ' ' 
p li tical groups who believ : h¢at in the name of the people they 
should seize  powe r from the tr aditional and/ or dominant groups 
in rde r  to gu · de the opl in the "correct" path of national 
libe ration and development. The e elements , n any believing 
themselves to be truly revolutionary or , indeed .  th "only ' re ­
volutionaries, mu t be judged countc r -- revolutionaries even though 
they are again t the sy  tem. Counte r- evolutionary because they 
only want to substitute the rule of a new elite or class for the rul 
of the old lite and the old class . Counte r-revolutionary because 
they ,  too , are pate rnalistic, ar rogant , and do not re ally believe 
that the people are capable of t ing control of their  own de stiny. 
"Democratic centralism" and "guided democ r acy" are counte r­
productive ways of brin ing about th l ib r ation of the individual 
from social and political pressure , be cause they build in new 
ones, implemented by the lat t te chniques f pre ssur and mani ­
pul ation. Rathe r than libe ration, they promis e  libe rati n, and 
delive r a new messianic slavery. Vanguard elitism works against 
true communities by building small commu.1ities of "tru believe rs" 
who cannot embrace the dissente r ,  and who are thre atened by 
pluralism in their  own numbe rs, and in socie ty around them. Van­
guard el " tism is revolutionary , ideological triumphalism, as bad 
as the old religious and political triu.n1phalism it seeks to replace. 
It has to be admitte d that our imagination has lagged behind our 
nee ds, and the demands of rapidly changing and industriali zing 
soci ties are especia11y diffi ult. It i s  true that we do not have 
too many clear ide as as to what type of democratic in titutions 
would be adequate to insure s ignificant itizen par ticipation in the 
making of the political, ocial,  economic and cultural decision that 
directly affect him. But th re is  little hope of even the expe riment­
at· on nece s ary to develop such new mod s of political association 
and parti i pation as long as the magis trate s continue their  domination, 
buttressed in thei r  ow� minds by newe r but not much subtle r ver-
s ion of the "white man 's  burd n, " which i s  he pate rnalism of the 
bureau rat .. technocrat. And, unfortunately ,  r cent hi story has sho 
how diff" cult it is for a v anguard e li te not to b come like th tradi ­
tional e lite that it  replace s .  How much more difficult .\ and reward ­
ing for £re dom - i t  i s  to have a s rvant elite than a vanguard elite . 

Sixth , the gue rilla warriors and he i r  apologists must als o be 
s en as impe diments to the process of national libe ration, becaus . 
they vainly imagine that they c an conque r violenc by violence , nd 
t hen rule wi thout violence. They in agine that the answe r to arro­
gant pa e rnalism is organized mass hatred. They vainly imagine 
that the y will purge themselve of the ir  lu s t  for p we r and violence 
by purging those who lus t for powe r and violence , and have them. 
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d.  sdain the capa ity of the peasants and wo.h .\ rs to be r sponsible 
for anything. All have difficulty in und r tanding and listenin 
to the peasant, th poor urban worker ,  the slum dweller .  They 
are all enemies of the true revolution becaus . they all rely n 

iolence to dominate, all rely on purely structu1· l changes and 
manipulat'. on of others, and be cau e they all are potential "ne w 
classes", either oc cupying the positions of pow r or impatiently 
waiting in the wings to s ize these positions. All of them are 
cor rupted by the almoa t  inherent paternali m ,  arroganc and tri -
wnphalism £ the W 11 of hem ar m r intere t d in th 
form of society than they ar in the building of community. To 
hold power by viol nee, to rule by violence, r to take pow r by 

iolence, i s  to be by violenc corrupted - .1 de insensitive, to be 
· aolated, and rnally indiff rent. 

They are the tru radicals in Latin merica - and in any 
`lciety - who desire to destroy the old chains of b ndage, but 
who do not aspir to forge new ones for th� p ople. They are 
the new breed of revolutionaries who envision and seek to realiz # 

in th ir own lives and relations with oth p ople a s tyle of lif 
that i radically egalitarian, and that s eks to replace coercion 
wi th bonds of love and mutual re p ct. They are the true radicals 

ho deem community more important than politics and government, 
and who are determined that the e ta e should serve men and not 

en the state. Who are dete mined that freedom from anxiety and 
the possibili tie to be a part of an "affinity-community" without 
taking from oth rs, or putting others down, · s the func tion of pol · -
tics. They are the true radicals who have discovered behind the 
ancient symbols a new and an old and a timel s s truth - h t men 
we re meant to be free, and that men can live by f ith, and love 
and hope. Th y ar th New Breed of Revolutionaries wh 
have already bec om free men ·n  the mids t of 11 the social , cul-
t ral, e conomic nd politi cal truc tur s of our t ·me, men who are 
fr e in the mids t of the national sys tem of bondage, imperialism 
an,Û colonialism. Men who are f ee, yet who long for that d y when 
an men will be £re at last. 


