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ugust 11, 1920. 
Gen. lvaro Obregon, .rexico City, I.�exico. 
Dear Gen. Obregon:--

�n the belief that the next few weeks will find you cho�en by popular 1ote to be 
chief executive of your country, and havinc in mind the knowledge, through general re
pute, th�t you are keenly a •. d intelligently alive to the wonderful po3sibility of llexi-
co a2 � country of nyriad natural reeources, 
I beg to bring to your attention � propooal 
for the speedy turning of tho3e re3ource3 to 
�ccount as a rich national asset. �urin� the pa�t two yeare I have had the m�tter up with 
officiale and otl:..ers of r10re or lees impor
tance in the life of !-texico, but cond.itions 
lave not been favorable for the ente�prise 
contempl.i.ted. Diplov1.atic representatives of 
the cou1try now at Washin�ton h�ve 2lso been 
apprised of it, ar.d ! have � rather reassuri:gg letter fron one of them. 

In a word, the proposal is to give to 
l'exico, -t.r..rot�&;h ir:telligent ;;.dver-tising and 
publicity throu;Lout the better part o! the 
world, the ':lenefi ts wlüch are her I e ,')y reason 
of t .e n-tur 1 resourcec referred to, a�d the eventful new era that will h ve its d�vm ·t 
the time oi your inau�uration s president, the ch'ice of a nation ar U3ed to the value of harmony, pe�ce a?d pro�resdive poliniee, a 
n.¡,.tion deterr:'ned, through YJU andar. equally 
repre�entative body of lawmakere, to t��e its 
proper place �nong the foremoet people'e and 
e untrie3 of the world. 

here can be no more effective meane de
vü,ed to hasten the establishrlent of ::exico firmly in the confidence and esteem of her fellow-nation3, in the old and new �orlds, .t�d,-her dev�lopm�nt along all linee of na-t 1onal -nd 1nd1v1du�l enaeavor, than intel-
ligent, judicioue and eympati-ietic áldvertie-
i ng -ne publicity. Nor h�s there een a time better.suited to the start of �uc� a campaign th n vnll be mar red by the administra-tion of 
which yo1 are echeduled to become the he�d. 
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For the regular advertieing, my proposal 

contemplatee use of the most WiQely read and m
fluential newspapers and magazines, first in 
the Uni ted Sta tes and the leading counttiee·. o'f 
Europe, later extending the field to countriee 
of lesser consequence but essential to complete 
a compreheneive scheme of world-�inning. 

Concisely stated, the contente of the ad
vertise�ents thus put to work for l eYico will 
set forth, with ndcquate attractive il:t.mina
tion, the detailed re o rcee of soil, clim�te, 
·ür.eral5, timber, etc.,":.lso the baeis upan
which foreign intereete may ehare in the ben
efit of these glfte of Hature. They will aleo
carry the messa e of vn1at the reawakened een
timent and courage of your nation mean3 to
iteelf �nd to thw world, and narrate, as the
course of progress len6thene, the nation's 
headway in 5elf-development in every dee!brable 
direction. 

J,Ty plan for the publicity is to see to it 
that not or,ly current ne•·s h�ving to do with 
the internal development referred to o")tains 
adequate dietribution and publication, but to 
prepare and distribute epeci�l news and fea
ture stories far u�e in daily newspapers and 
magazinee. In this I would serve as a sort of 
official news dispeneer, and work in closest 
harmony with your administration. Indeed, the 
entire cam.paign is designed to carry sanction 
of your adminietration. 

For the re�ular advertising there would, <:f 
course, be need of financial backing, to pay 
for space in the newspapers and magazines used" 
'ry plan i 1' to carry i t through four or fi ve yeare, to fix faet in the world I e mind and cone cience the fact that llexico hae "arrived" to take her place �1ong leaders· of the internatiorial eieterhood. To merely 11 etab 11 at suchan irnportant undertaking, to do a meager volume o� desultory, half-baked advertising wouldbe unworthy of your great nation and a w�sseof money and effort. It should be an exa�pleof what íexico desigrs to make her nationalcharacterietic, th�t of going the whole lengthwhen the best that is in her i5 challenged. Itis that sort of policy that will win the world

MEMBERS for you. 
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Careful e3tinate of the co3t of 3uch advertie
ing, continued over four or five yeare, ie ap
proximttely 31,000,000, or, eay, 3200,000 to 
·�250, 000 a year. For thc re:ml te which vrill be
achieved the aggregate eur1 named will be a mere
trifle.

s you probably are aware, my services for 
such a campaign will entail no ex:pen3e upon 
yotir country, and the only charge I will make far 
the publicity ie such expen3e ae arises frorr. 
1ec('5sary travel to obtain data for use in the 
ad.vertü,er.1ents and publicity, photographe, etc. 
In other words, there will be no ealary charce,· compensation coming through regular and stand
ard commieeions fro2;1 newspapers -.nd magazinee in 
which the advertiee., ente appear. Theee co:rr.;,üe
eions are paid to advertiein� agencies but ir no 
caee to advertieers, eo that it doee not fall upon the advertieer. Thie ie the baeis of all 
advertieing• 

Throue.out the period of thie atvertieing 
campaign it is my pian to epend al!, or practi
cally all, my time in ;�exico, mainly at the cap
ital, eo íil..5 to be in clo3e touch with your ad
minietration. In euch �n event it will naturally 
be my pleasure to co-operate with you and your fellow-officiale in .u1y way that may be desired 
b" you a�d poesible forme. 5 far as it may be 
deeired and practicable it will give me genuine 
eatiefact · 1n to be in fact a part of your ad
minietration, contributing as largely of coun3el and energy as can be utilized by you to advan
tae;e • 

Should you de�ire to investigate as to my 
person�l and profe�sional character �nd fitnee� 
for the tremendoue enterpriee herein proposed, I 
have o�iy to invite you to proceed in any way 
}hat eug;e�te iteelf to you� �nd also tozo a�a� as yuu flea3e. It may b� that you can ob-tain a star., by inquirin °' of ::r. w�n. F. Saunder 
s'ecretary of the .ericg,ñ Chamber of · Comrnerce at 
Mexic� Ci ty, b1:lt I� deem i t proper to eay that my
acquaintance w1th �r. Saundere ie limited º It is 
probable 1 I �elieve, t1;1at 1.:r. ';. I. Luque,' repre5er.tat1ve �n st. Louie of your Departrr.ent of 
Commerce, ie shortly to be in your city, if not 
alre:,.dy there, a,1d wi th him I a.m. pretty well ac-
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quainted. In my ovm behalf, will state that I am 
a newapaper man of long experience and on repre
een tative daily newepapere, including the Co!l'll er
ci.,.1 ppe·l at J...Lemp..:ü�, 'l'enn., and the Globe-JJem
ocrat and Poet-Disp.tch in St. Louie. Fer three 
yeare pa3t I have been publicity manager fer the 
�dvertie·ng agency ehovm hereon• 

Trueting that the proposal will meet � 
stron ly responeive chord in your mind al!! the 
really great mean:!! of creatine a new ·exico, 
wuich I am eure ie your foremoet .unbi tion, and 
that it may be my privilege and plea3ure to work 
with you to that end in the manner eug�ested, 
aleo wi th very best wüishee for yon and the fa
vored nation which I anticipate you are to lead in a march of develop�ent �uch as the world hae 
not itherto witneeeed, I beG to remain, 

>i ncerely yours,

J-f�· 
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