C.L.FISHER, PresioenT
D.E.NIRDLINGER), Vice PRESIDENT
JOHN L.TAIT, Vice PRESIDENT
A.J.GUTWEILER ,SeEcrReETARY

JOHN YOUNG BROWN, JR., TREASURER Fl SHER- Rl“iﬁ' B ROWN

MEMBERS

{

{

GENERAL OFFICES
ADVERTISING BUILDING

1627 LOCUST ST.
OLIVE 6130

ADVERTISING AGENCY

St.Louis.Mo.
Auzust 11, 1920.

Gen. Alvaro Obregon,
Mexico City, Mexico.

Dear Gen. QObregon;=-=-

*n the belief that the next few weeks
will find you chosen by popular vote to bhe
chief executive of your country, and having
in mind the knowledge, through general re-
pute, that you are keenly aind intelligently
alive to the wonderful possibility of llexi-
co as & country of myriad natural resources,
I beg to bring to your attention & proposal
for the speedy turning of those resources to
account as a rich national asset. Durin: the
past two years I have had the matter up with
officials and otliers of more or less impor-
tance in the life of Mexiece, but corditions
nave not been favorable for the enterprise
contemplated. Diplomatic representatives of
the country now at Washington have 2lso been
apprised of it, and I have « rather reassuringg
letter from one of them.

In a word, the proposal is to give to
exico, *through intelligent advertising and
publicity throughout -ihe betier part of the
world, the benefits which are her's by reason
of tlie natural resources referred to, and the
eventful new era that will have its dawvn at
the time of your inauguration as president,
the choice of a nation aroused to the value
of harmony, pe&ce and progressive policies, a
nation determined, through you and an equally
representative body of lawmakers, to take its
proper place among the foremost people's and
cuntries of the world.

here can be no more effective means de-
vised to hasten the establishment of lexico
firmly in the confidence and esteem of her
fellow-nations, in the old and new worlds,

ahdvher development along all lines of na-
tional and individual enceavor, than intel-

ligent!, judicious and sympatheticrsdivertis-
ing end publicity. Nor has there leen a time
better suited to the start of such a campaign
than will be marked by the administration of
which yoh are scheduled to become the head.
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For the regular advertising, my proposal
contemplates use of the most widely read and i=
fluential newspapers and magazines, first in
the United States and the leading countries-of
Burope, later extending the field to countries
of lesser consequence but essential to complete
a comprehensive scheme of world-®inning.,

Concisely stated, the contents of the ad-
vertisements thus put to work for Mexico will
set forth, with adequate attractive illumina-
tion, the detailed resources of soil, climate,
ninerals, timber, ete.,21so the basis upon
which foreign interests may share in the ben-
efit of these gifts of Hature. They will also
carry the message of what the reawakened sen-
timent and courage of your nation means to
itself and to the world, and narrate, as the
course of progress lengthens, the nation's
headway in self-development in every desbrable
direction.

My plan for the publicity is to see to it
that not only current news having to do with
the internal development referred %o ontains
adequate distribution and publication, but to
prepare and distribute special news and fea-
ture stories for use in daily newspapers and
magazines. In this I would serve as a sort of
official news dispenser, and work in closest
harmony with your administration. Indeed, the
entire campaign is designed to carry sanction
of your administration.

For the regular advertising there would, &
course, be need of financial backing, to pay
for space in the newspapers and magazines used®
My plan is to carry it through four or five
years, to fix fast in the world's mind and con-
science the fact that lMexico has "arrived" to
take her place anong leaders of the interna-
tional sisterhood. To merely "stab" at such
an important undertaking, to do a meager vol-
ume oI desultory, half-%aked advertising would

be unworthy of your great nation and a wagse

of money and effort. It should be an example

of what Mfexico designs to make her national

characteristic, that of going the whole length

when the best that is in her is challenged. It

is that sort of policy that will win the world
MEMBERS for you'
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Careful estimate of the cost of such advertis-
ing, continued over four or five years, 1is ap-
proximately $1,000,000, or, say, $200,000 to
250,000 a year. For the results which will be
achieved the aggregate swa named will be a mere
trifle.

AS you probably are aware, my services for
such a campaign will entail no expense upon
your country, and the only charge I will make fa
the publicity is such expense as arises from
recessary travel to obtain data for use in the
acvertisements and publicity, photographs, etc.
In other words, there will be no salary charge,:
compensation coming through regular and stand-
ard commissions from newspapers and magazines in
which the advertisements appear. These comiis-
sions are paid to advertising agencies but in no
case to advertisers, so that it does not fall
upon the advertiser. This is the basis of all
advertising.

Througliout the period of this advertising
campaign it is my pdan to spend all, or practi-
cally all, my time in lexico, mainly at the cap-
ital, so as to be in close touch with your ad-
ministration. In such an event it will naturally
be my pleasure to co-operate with you and your
fellow-officials in any way that may be desired
b:r you and possible for me. As far as it may be
desired and practicable it will give me genuine
satisfact on to be in fact a part of your ad-
ministration, conrntributing as largely of counsel
and energy as can bve utilized by you to advan-
tage.

Should you desire to investigate as to my
personal and professional character and fitness
for the tremendous enterprise herein proposed, I
have only to invite you to proceed in any way

a8 G60 PR 52 T4 RaT e BALA500 $343002"

tain a starl by inquiring of Ir. Wu., F. Saunderg
secretary of the American Chamber of Commerce at
¥exico City, but I deem it proper to say that my
acquaintance with llr. Saunders is limited® It is
probable, I believe, that lMr., C. I. Luque,” rep-
resertative in St. Louis of your Department of
Commerce, is shortly to be in your city, if not
already there, and with him I am pretty well ac-
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gquainted. In my owm behalf, will state that I am
a newspaper man of long experience and on repre-
sentative daily newspapers, including the Coruper-
cial Appexl at “emphis, Tenn., and the Globe-Yenm-
ocrat and Post-Dispatch in St. Louis. For three
years past I have been publicity manager for the
2dvertising agency showvn hereon.

Trusting that the proposal will meet 2
strongly responsive chord in your mind as the
really great means of creating a new *exico,
wiich I am sure is your foremost ambition, and
that it may be my privilege and pleasure to work
with you to that end in the manner suggzested,
also with very best wishes for you and the fa-

vored nation which I anticipate you are to lead
in @& march of developrment such as the world has

not hitherto witnessed, I beg to remain,

’incerely yours,
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