ﬁf. Grayson Kirk,
President
Columbia University,
New York 27, ¥,N.Y.- E.U.A.
Dear Mr, President:

After having accepted your gracious invitation of
Mafch 31, I have been corresponding with your assistants in regard to
my paper, transportation and sc on. Now, however, there srises a problem
related to the invitation itself, and it seems to me that I ought to
write to you this time,

I hold a diplomatic passport granted by my government
some years ago, For this reason the visa for my trip to New York next
October was applied for by the Mexican Foreign Office in a formal note
addressed to the American Embassy. In spite of it, three weeks have
elapsed without the visa being granted, and the American authorities in
charge of these matters explain informally that it is being considered
and that Washington must be consulted, Everybody knows that the Amer-
jcan authorité2 seldom deny openly a visa and that the usual procedure
is the dilatory one now applied in my case, This fact, and m&e—wish to
avoid the consequent embarrassment to the Mexican government in seeing
1ts note disregarded, prompt me to give up right now the idea of travel-
ing to compliment your invitation,

I believe that besides advising you as to my decision,
I ought to give you an explanation, There is no question as to the
reason for all this being that the American authorities handling these
matters believe I am a2 Communist or a fellow=-traveller, I hardly need
to assure you that such an opinion is entixely unfounded, I am not, and
I have never been, a communist; I am not, and I have never been a fellow
travsller, My ideas and feelings in this question cannot be clearer or

better known, I believe I am the only Latin American writer to have expe
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exposed in a score of essays published in dailies, magazines ans in book
form the deceitfull nature of such 'mationalist" movements as the Chinese
Kor%gm;r Guatemalan. I have never been at the Soviet embassy in spite

of having been invited consistently for the last ten years, I have never
sﬂxgd a collective statement of any kind, having followed an Invariable
and wedl known rule that if I have something to say in regard to some
public matter, I will say it in my own words and under my own signature,
so as to be personally and exclusively responsible for the statement,

e e Furthermore, I know the United States, and all my

gstudies there and my research work here in Mexico for the last six years
have been supported by funds coming from American institutioms, Net only
do I like the States, but I am grateful to them, and still consider mys=
myself one of the four or five friends left to them in Mexico by the Amex

ican authorities,
I know, of course, that mbtives for suspecting

people are everyday more numerous and more coarse, gmrmy~ﬁwnmeasemfwknow
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years ago—(time €lement is unimportant for American-offieials)-end

reproducéd in a book of mine published In 1949, T saeid I considered™

aw commurn - As you know, Mr,

Brownell, the United States General Attorney, end, I understand, the
majority of your daily press, had the same opinion on the law recently
passed by the American Congress outlawing said parties in the States,

I presume Mr, Brownell's motiveﬁgre different from my own, but that is
exactly why we had agreed a long, long time ago, you Americans anéd ve
Mexicans, that on earthly questions the opinion of the majority mﬁst
prevail, end that on heavenly problems God's. But {flggéms to me that tTo
have a petty, timorousmggzggizi;xsiting in a confortable room far above

the skyscraper where the American embassy is quarterd, passin on final
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& \\<::7’, : I now appreclate youiwisdom in deciding that E?spons-
i
ible ?ieedom was to be the food for your thoghts throughout your Bicent-
ennial, You certainly have shead a worthy cause to fight for,

LA
Forgive me for this long, vehémégiétter, anéd believe

o e .
me, with all my gratitude, “fuwur \rotds o §$&éigh%~§;&3ﬂ£§§fj

Yours—cordistiy"~
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