June 7th, 1923,

Dear Georige:=

Seeing Rpssiter here a cquple of days ago-—-he was speaking of you--acted so
vigorously upon my sense of responsibility with respect to arrears of correspond-
ence that here T am, looking the jolly ol¥ typewri ter straight in the cye and
premaring to do my worst, or spproximately so. He told me that letters addressed
ei ther to, the theatre or to the Family €lub would land; I prefer the former. I
regard the latter arkanse, suspiciourly. How in hell one can satisfactorily combinfe
the charactertistic stigmata of club and family in a single institution 1s beybdnd my

comprehension. Still, they do wonderful tkinds in Californii; ~nd perhaps they have
burbanked the two successfully. I pause for reply.

e ure in the midst of stirring and-epoch=making, perhaps, events, 'hether the
news has percolated to your far bourne, cuien sabegy but I am serving.as 'a secretary
and adviser, principally the latter, to the American section of the U. S.-Mexican
conferences. When the oconferences were arranged, I was asked .to /e Ypfout, and after
& bit of hé¢sitation--based upon purely mpersonal and smwhﬂ—%—nﬂ probably
over-cautious, reasons-=-I oconcluded to go along. It Ras meant work and lots of it,
so far," But'it is mighty interesting. What the harvest will be, deponent sayeth
not. But, conservatively, I reslly do feel hopcful that our people and the Mexican
corrissioners will get somewhere--gomewhere worth while. Our men, larren and Fayne,
are oorkers. It is a delight to see them in actions They are not only big men, who
know what they want, or rather, what is mecessary to be done, but they functiom sen-~
sibly and humanly. Both of them fit into the scenario here admirably, perfectly, is

the better words They possess that subtle cuality of winning confidence and re rsonal
liking=-they are simoatica=-which oarries such;a long, way with our Meyicam friends.

’_SB far they bhave handled thefselves a ‘hfgndred perceat plus in their contacts end in

the ir dealings. One canriot help but feelthat they have gotten much further along the
road tkan any others who have had & finger in this mess at any time since we began
to get at cross-purposes with the Mexicans., 'This 1§ the fourth' week of the conferences.,
There has beem am ‘irrchse armount of underbrusk to clear away; but that 4s all done mow.
Both sides a:pear to have reached an agreement as to the necessity of certaim thinmgs
being done, ‘and to have arrived at the point of fashioning ways amd vieans of deing them,
acceptably. Our people ure giving the other side all ‘of the time they want, and
procecding with the utmost tact and patience, amd *ith a symathetic appreciation of the
difficult postition in which the Mexicans find therselves, They are in  satisfactry
personal contact with both O. and de 1la H., upom btothk of whom s0 much depends; if the
expressions--privi@te expressions-—-of the two of them coumt for anything, Warren and
Payne not only have their respect, but their liking and confidence as well, It seems
to be an accepted fact that our pecple are not trying to put anything over. They are
asking, or rather suggesting, only vhat the Mexicans th:mselves agree i8 right and
fair, So today we are corfronted, principally, by the problem of ways and means. If I
could talk to you, I could be more impartive, but writing on such a subject has its
liritaticns, especially as we are all rather sealed up. You will appreciate what that
MEeans, But it is & food show; and if something positive amd favorable does not come
out of the mill it will not be the fault of 1los delegados Americamos. ''arran did rather
remarkable things in Japam, in getting the Japanese to listen to reasom im six or seven
important matters, and I Judge that he 18 pursuing the same tactics here as those which
served his governrent amd the Japamese im Tokye. How long a siege we are in for is
problematical, but I think I see at least two weeks more abkead of us. Rather

wisely, they, . and P., are playing all that the hospitable Mexicams want them to
do--each week we have takem some trip outside of town to various poimts of interest;
and besides they are carefully accepting all invitations that come to them from Mexican



2=

souroces. That’s all in the way of oreating”atmosphere,” and thus far a most agree-
able ambiemt has beem produced. The big boulder te get out of the path is the agrarianm
question; it’s far more difficult to reconcile wlth our insistence that foreignm
property, if taken, must be paid for adenuately, thaj, the petrelcun cuestiom in its
ourreat phase. The latter is well out of the way, I think, or will be, whea the time
ocones

Hearst, scenting success in the conferences.and seemingly keen to get om the bamd-
wagen, blew in the other day, amd imrediately begam te boost. That is very nice; im a
case like this it is a lot better te have Hearst goclting than knocking~~se little may
make or mar. Joe wradte me about ‘a menth uge, ‘mere or less directly suggesting that
1t wguld be feasable fér him to get Ynto action om the negotiatiens, effectively. It
wasn’t in the wood, and s0 I 'told him, The main reasen was that the existing cempact
' erganization~-as a matter of fact, the real éealings, se far &8 doing actual business is
'o'ol'ncebrned are between gur camissioners amd O, and de la H.=-was admirably sufficient te
Randle' the task in Wamd. N6 outsiders, I Mean eutside of the cawission itself and
O. and de la H., are beiag comsulted. "This seewrs to be workimg very well, umd te reduace
te a mimimum the lquntﬁ”!:il’g arcund whiok is an almest ‘iavariasble accompanimeat te
negoetiations eof this mature whem there are too mamy cooks heverimg about the kitochenm.

I baven t-heard frem him, im reply. But.it is a fact, :that neither side is oalling in
anyene, mer will they, . \

de L. is still in'New Yerk, anmi a z:econt lottord gives no ;;ositivc indication of
the date of his retura. From all accounts;he.cevered himself with glory, and frerm seve
eral directiens I have heard the highest cermrendatioen .of his werks The jinx seems te
be persistent in its pursuit of the Moran family sad its affiliatieng by marriafe.
Censtantine 4s 8til1l jobless and half-sick, Carleta brousht @apf a miscarriage the
ether day, Clarence:-barely escapred with his-1ife 4n a smash betweem Ais car amnd a tram,
and two days afe yemng Manny Meram, tke younsest of the family, died cof black smallbpox.
These are th'e mest grave of the variets misadventures of the family. Roberte is up and
ocoming, He 1s playing arourd on the side éffectively, on the conferemces; amd incidental-
ly is getting'ready te twist the tail of our old friend Dobemy in a'big petroleum
matter, involvi ag the title 6 a/let of very productive territory. The latter is a
story in itself; 1’11 givek it te you later, whem the pie comes out of the oven.

Being busy,,I am more or less happy. Persona]l matters are lookimg up & bit; still
keeping my nese abeve water,;and trying te clumber out on the bank. I’11 fetch it, given
time. This last year. has beem a heller, though, I'm sending yen a check im a day or se
te cever interest,®n.that four, hundred. A The first leese cash I have you get it, muy
pronte, cabellere. , This isn’t a self-dun,, but merely to let you “new thnl.t you may still
list 4t as aan assot. dJane fas perked up in health quite a bit recently, and is mere
Jdke her eld self that she’s beem in a long tine. Our leve te y;m all. No chance, is
there;, of, your: detouring . via Mexdco en your way back te the east? Here’s hoping.
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. Al.v_a.yu yeurs,
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