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It is the way of those who follow the Judaic Christian cath to be troubled,
to search in the sky and in their own hearts for signs anc portenits that all is
not well. Such exercises of furious anc¢ exacting imagination are then often
followed by long tericds which some call stagnation anc apathy, and others call
betrayal when the flame of religious witness burns very low, the young men who
should be seeing visiocns go elsewhere and the life of the church gives little light
to the world like a light under a basket. We are just emerging from such a period
when it has seemed that the churches were powerless to wrestle with the new forces
of world wide revolution, instant communica:-ion among all the pmeople of the world,
forms of warfare that threaten the whole of mankind, and powers from science which
seem to give secular man incalculable capacities either tc destroy the world or to
make it anew. With these earthsheking changes, a new sense of helplessness, of
humility, of being strangers in a world too large tc love, has fallen upon many of
the churches, ancé from this questioning now comes a new vigour and a new Geter-
mination. From this sense of wealmess, of ignorance and humility, of reaching out for
every kind of help, there can come the strength which will maikze the Christien churches
of this world a mighty force to temper ané bind the destructiveness of the winds of
change, anc¢ find a true shelter for man within the storm that Las been releasec,
not by wickedness ana sin, but by lnowledre that we do not know how tc use, lkillions
of people cie tocday where hundreds died before, of hunger, in massacres, of
diseases that covlcd be cured, in wars that we have not learned to prevent. The
measure of miseyry anc the danjers to man have multipliec a millionfold, but these
nillions who suffer co not challenge cur Christian compassion, do nct brand us as
sinful, more than the unanswered cry of neecless suffering of a single chila.
lnat they do challenge is our uncerstanding. The Christian message has slumbered,
locked in ancient and loved institutional forms, while the residue of ages of
faith has provided secular man with a conscience to question what is happening
in the world, but with neither grace nor faith effectively to cope with the new
dangers and the new possibilities.

This confersznce is a momentous stirring of a new form of Christian responsibility,
as Chritians from every continent, from every kind of clé and new society, of
every race, nany variants of formal faith anc practice, men and women, olc %
young, gather together to ask: what is our place in this new world? It i8 the more
mementous because it is not a conference only of those who have dedicated their
whole vocational life tc the church, but of leymen of many kinds, and of laymen with
the kind of comzetence that the theologiens and the ministries once treated with
tolerant love, at best, with ciscain, at worst. The fact that I stanc here at all -
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speaking to this plenary session — is a measure of new forms of participation in a
B & P Y I P ¢
pluralistic anc secular world. For I stand here not only as 2 layman - we are nct
quite sure of the advisapility of the werd lgywoman! - but as a social scientist,
asizeC tc bring what I have learnec frem the seculear study orf nanizin of & 1life
Y ’

time spent studying tie lives of people who have been cut off - until very recently -

Feoy
from the greet central mcvements of history; and so can teach us not to confuse
that perioc of history which we value because it is the perioa of Christian
revelation, with the whole histcry of menizind.

In the two thousend years of Christian Ai-tory, we have seen a stealy strean
of discoveries and inventions tnat have altered the face of the earth and men's
life upon it. de have substituted the nation for the tribe, the city state, ancd
the empire, and now we are in the process of irying to invent the siructures that
will bind the nations safely within s worlé orcer of law, through which the ~love
of man for man can be expressed. 7+e have learned to plant and to reap, so effec~
tively that it is possible for one man to feed fifty, even a hunired others, and feed
them well., Ve heve invented machines that Jdehumenized men, in factories and mines,
an¢ now we have mace new inventions that will maize it possible to invest men with
a fuller humanity than they ever had before. There were many things which we could
cnly do — during former centuries of tlie Christien era — on a small, and symbclic
scale, washing the feet of a few beggars, binding up the wounds after a battle
we did not have the understanding to prevent, feeding a few orphans anc closing
our eyes of necessity to the thousanas just over the mountain anc the sea for whom
we coulé co nothing. 411 of these things men can ncw do on a world scale .. thanks
to the growtir of human knowledge.

Science has given te us human ways tc make the deaf hear, the lame walk, to
feec the hungry, anc to make it possible to think of men ss brothers -~ to know
that they are brothers, not only to the eye of faith and the heart of love - but
because we belong tc one svecies amonz the creatures of the eerth, anc because
now, in this modern, intercommunicating world, we can se2 and hear each other,
half a world away anc alsc meet together in this room, and know each other for
neighbours within the human community and brcthers as the children of God.

The significance of this Conference is that it is an attempt by Christians

tc come to zrips with the results of the scientific and technical changes in the

world, not cnly with the will and the s:zirit, but with our minds. If this conference

becomes only a scunding board for expressions of dire neecd by peoples- caught at

Gifferent periccs 1in the worla-wice changes that are going on, and a reciprocal

and sentimental expression of sympathy frem those who watch pclitical revolutions

from arm chairs besice confortadble fires - ii‘yill heve fziled. .e need to ¢ out

of these meetinss newly fired with a sense of what needs to De done in the world,
f‘\5£2g¥_tc gearcil for uncerstandinz of how to co it. The political situations of

many of our members call for Grastic scticn: a new value scale of the &ignity of

each inaividuzl and each grouzn, of all netions and a1l races, of the vossibiiity

of treeting women as tersons, of the new rights of yocun; people in a worlé in which

they are more at hcme than their ellers, is spurring the pecples of the world on.

In all of these causes, zeal without knowledge, has become a sin,

The form of sin changes through history, it is fruitless and wanton tc accuse the
men of the past, without either the cppertunities or the knowledge of the men of
today, of feilure. That they Jid nct wholiy fail is testified to by the fact that
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we are here tcdey, in new conditions, askin; what cean we ¢o. The sin today,

~ whick, it is true, the Christian church is in -rievous danger of committing -,
is the sin of igncrance where knovled; e is avsilable, of feiling to seek for
more knowled;e now that we nave the mesns of seekin: ityof failing to believe
that the wruth will make us {ree.

Gne ‘task cf the Church, the tasi of stewardskip, is, as it has always been,
to cherish and rotect the lives of men and the life of the werld. Today, it
is zcssible to wo this, zs never before, and it is possible to fail altogether,
not just fcr =z wecade or & century, but for gll 1life on this earth ferever.
The scope of cur responsibility has broacened to incluce a world of billions,
a vhysical werld which we have the Tower to devastate and renCer uniniiabiteble,
and moral anc etiiwicel problems of personal life, of new and terrible rzrorortiocns.
IT we cringe before these immense nev Jowers of men, if we escape into our
churches and chapels anc comfort ourselves witl our own snrivete fait:, we will
inceed have betrayed the Lord who saic: Feed my lambs.

It is now the task of the churches to know, to know with »recisicn and pessicn,
whet is imowvn; about tihe orgznization cf nations ana the growth of international
institutions that can insure peace and order, about the need and the ways in which

he nopulation explosion can be curbed before it -lun; es mankiné into famine;

ebout the economics of the moldern world and the limitations involved in different
kinds of markets which make ecither poor pecple, poorer, uncer rrivate cavitelism,
or peer nations, pcorer, uncer state mconovolies, It is the task of the churches
o know that the forms of family life, appropriate for scattered agricultural anc
pasteral peoples with a high infant death rate, are out of dete and terribly
dangerous. It is the tasz of the churches tc know the difference between the
industriel revolutiocn bused on limited power anc brutalizing werk, and the new
scientific revclution, whicli can iree men from being slaves, but invclves nev risks
for men gs indivicual rersons. It is the basik of the cliurches tc lmow that our land
anc air 2nc water are beinp polluted, wasted, and irreversibly cCamaged, ancé thet
this need nct be. ull over the world, people are suffering, starving, bruised

in body anc spirit and it is no longer necessery that this should be so. In the
rast, the Christian could pray for veace, he could die at the stake for his beliefs,
ke cculd sell all of his gools anc give to the poor. Tith suck acts earlier :
Christian built a climate of oninion in whick today we can organize for peace,
create a worlc of law in which men are free tc think and te choose, and work
tewards the incwledge of how to feed all the hungsry.

o

£ seculzr werld meens a world in which the pursuit of knowledge and the
arplication of knowledze are both specialized tasks. A secular world means a
world of orzanized olitical authority. 4 secular world means e world in which
there is never only ore answer to any problem, but diffusion of vocation and¢ respon-
sibility creates openness znd the possibility cf change. Je have thet world. The
guestion is what are we, the Christian churches of the world, gocing to do to cherish
1t. So God loved the world .ivees. Can we choose tc love it 1less.

This cenference is only & beginning. It has many cld uncompleted tasks such
es the reaffirmation that we are thc keevers of those who live nearby, cf the young,
of the poor, ani the deurived at cur very doorstep, such as the abolition of. any
cenizration of ancther becazuse hLis skin is <erk - or light, such as lezrning to
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treat women as people - with not only souls, but minds. DSut the circumstance

that the old tasks are incomplete is 1o excuse for not underteking the new,

le caanot ston et underlinins ticse things that we could have done and did nct
< ! L b

leng azc, or even a quarter of a century ajo. The unccmpleted business of

yestercay must be abscrbec into the business of teocay anc tomorrow.

Hew Forms of community

hLs we look at the changed and changing world in which we live, anc realize
that the whole of mankiné is now one community, the life of each individual ancd
each grour given mesning by that realization, we realize also that the church
nust change as the werld around it changes. In the past, we have had three
principal ferms of Christian community: the 21l embracin; church which containec
the wise ané the foolish, the devout and the frivolous, old and youn:, rich and
poor, educated and uneduczted, the frightenec ancd the brave, 3y its 2ll-
inclusiveness, the church became zlso zlmost icentical with the scciety within
which it existed, sharing the virtues and vices, the =rejudices ancd biases, the
injustices and the cruelties of that society, even while carrying forward the
centinuing message of the Clristian Gosmpel. 4ncé within this church which became
coextensive with whole communities, there have been two forms of special dedicaticn,
tlie monastic religious order, self selected from each generation, drawing its
strenzth from its sepzraticn from the world, and the sect, in which a group of
people origzinslly afleme with a new vision, crew apart and imprisoned their
children within narrow walls in a vain attempt tc keep the original visica.
These olé patterns are no longer enourh. The churches must be shaiten loose
from their impriscnment within the srcheic forms of s vanishing society, and
establish new forms cf face to face commmunity, within which children can be
reareC in an exnperience of feith, and men may learn neighbourliness in the world
close to them, so that their imezinations can extend it to the four corners of
the earth. 4in.. we need wholly new forms also, in which men and wcmen of every
celling can fcrm new ainds cf association within whick they can strengthen each
other ageinst vhe temgtations thet the new Imowvledge give., 4s we learn vo know
whet is 'mown and demand thiat what has not yet been be disccvered, there will be
great temptations tou use the tower given by knowled: e, both of natural science
ané of the sciences of human behaviour, irresponsibly untempered by humility.
Given freedom ani incividuality within the Christian fezith in an open ended secular
sgcliety, there is need alsc of the Jdiscipline of new structures within which to
exercise the new kiiowledze.

There have been ages z2nl rlaces where Christien witness meant to withdraw
from the worlc, there have been cther azes and places where witness meant suffering
anc. dying, there have been others when deeds of helpfulness, caring for the orghan
and the widow, the sick and the stranger, were principzl tasks. Today, above all
else the tesl of the church is tc uncerstend what is hasnening, to use with wiscom
and Gedicztion a&ll that is lmown, and to Cemand that all thet is not known, but can
be known, that is needed for the safety and well being of man, be pursued until
it is imown. It is only very receatly that we have been asked, in fact as well as
in the vision, to include all men es these tc whom we become neighbours. Only by
recognizing how hard it is to Jo this so suddenly and how urzent it is just because
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of the suddenness, can we hoze to buile a world in which the people of each

nation are the keepers of the people of each other nation., fith knowledge
and no faith, we may well see a werld cestroyec. it faith and no xnowled;e,
we may still see a world Gestroyed. ith feith and kncowled;e bounc together,

we can hope to cherish and protect the lives of men and the life of the world.

In particular we need immediately to support the application of all existing
knowledge to: the cause of world orcder, international law and worlc-wide insti-
tutions: the establishment of foocd banks aroun’. the worlc to guard against
famine: spplication of known methods and centinued research on methods of con-
ception contrel to bring the popjulation of the earth into balance; interim
measures to bric.e the jap between the richest ana the poorest ccuntries; the
equalization of opportunity for racially ané sccially deprived peoples within
a2ll netions: purposeful controlled zlanning of our growin cities: opportunities
for youth to perticipete respensibly in the mcdern world.

Anc, as a conference we neea to say:
Ne— B i

We know that we do not know.

We know that much thet we need to know, is or can be known,

In the name of our belief thet man relates to God through
kis fellow-men

We humbly leclare thet we will seek the knowledge that
will make it possible for us to become, in fect, as /
well as in aspiration, our brothers' keepers.
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