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THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF LATIN AMERICA"S ='VOCATIONS CRISIS®

by«igbe Francois Houtart

Following is a somewhat summarized translation of a study made
by the Belgian sogiologist, Abbe Francois Houtart, who has di-

‘/#//' Q rected the mtkXimatimyamf research and publication of some 40
.

socio-religious and sociologieal studies on latin America, the
FERES series.
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At the beginning of this study two basic points on the theology of voca-
tions should be recalled, First, we are certain that God does, and will,
assure the 8hurch in every age the number of vocations necessary to spread
the gospel. And, secondly, we believe that vocation is by definition Ged's
call to man, a call that supposes a free answer from the latter,

Despite the direct responsibility God has given to men and bo the Church

in particular, with respect to vocations, mankind remains marked by sin.

Thus, certain obstacles may impede mkidmx man's perception of God's call,

his acceptance of it, or realization of a pesitive response. Such obstacles
have always existed, but athey sometimes have s come to provoke a real crisis.
The causes of such a crisis are not to be found only in the individual res-
ponsibility of those called, nor sclely in an atmosphere of materialism or
secularism. There are causes of a xsximkspizxixwxktwr® social or pastoral
nature that must be analized before causes of a moral nature.

If indeed we admit the hypothesis that there is a vocations crisis in Iatin
America, which we have first to prove, analysis of it consists in identifying
the factors that may be obstacles between God and men in the field of voca-
tioms in latin America., This study, therefore, is not so much intended as
a complete description of the situation -- although much of that will be
necessary to verify the hypothesis -~ but is rabher more directed to an
analysis of the causes of the situation. Thus we may arrive at some con-
clusions immediately useful for action. The whole of this work is based

on studies amade by Father Gustavo Perez, director of the Bogota Center of
Social Research and Iatin American coordinator of FERES' studies. To con-
clude this introduction we would like to point out that ILatin America's
vocations problem cannot be treated solely on a continental level, While
obstacles exist averywhere to vocations, the situation is very different
from one country to the other. Moreover, statistics on vocations are very
often deficient in latin Americai our discussion is founded on the best
documentation available,

,lt. The Dimensions of the Vocations Crisis

The word "crisis" may be taken in two senses, X# i.e., it may mean the failure
or lack of something, or it may mean an especially critical period in the evo-
lution of something. There is a static or dymamic aspect im the problem, and
one can thus speak of a vocations crisis in Guatemala, where xkiz there is but
one priest to ebery 12.3 Xmdax thousand inhabitants, and at the same time talk
of a crisis in Belgiuw, where the diminishing number of vocations at presant
are not going to support a ratio of one priest per every 600 inhabitants in
the future. The double meaning of the word crisis makes us IRINKEEXEAKXNX

- - pm=siwE ask two questions about Iatin America?
Is the number of vocatlons inadequate there? Is the mr continent passing
through a particularly difficult period with regard to #X¥ vocations or is
the sitaation impreving? The answer® to these questions for a parti%elar coun=

try or area are not necessarily related, iﬁmxxgle «g.» Vocations increasing
in a country with a large deficit today, and vice versa.
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¢  §.) Is the Number Inadequate?

.t sdiocesan and religious,
Using the mumkEr average number of inhabitants with which each priest is
charged as the over-all measure, we find that this number is high in all of
Iatin America, although there are great differences among various countries.
The figures range from the lowest, in Chile, 3,100 ¥x inhabitants per priest,
to the highest, in Guatemala, 12,300, The continental average is about 5,300
inhabitants per priest. In Europe the country with the worst situation, Portu-
gal, has one priest for every 1,770 inhabitants.,

While it is difficult to =mxx fix the optimum (population density, size of
territory served, methods of pastoral action, etc., have to be taken into
account), one can conclude that latin America's averages indicate an inadel-
gqaate number of priests and, therefore, a lack of vocations. Moreover, since
ZX a large proportion of foreign Epriests is included in the statistics (some
21% of the diocesan clergy and certainly higher, probably up to 50%, among
Religious), one must take this currently large contribution into account when
elaborating a program of pastoral action for vocations.

’1&) How Is the Evolution of Vocations Going?

Study of the growth in the number of priests in latin America shows a posi=-
tive tendency. For the continent as a whele the number of priests increased
over 54% between 1945 and 1960; by country this growth varied from 11.4% in
Uruguay to 160% in Guatemala. But it would be misleading to consider merely
the evolution in absolute numbers. Because of msmIxkImnxxx rapid population
growth, an exact ¥XxksM view of the problem is better based on changes in the
number of inhabitants per priest. Also one should note the axffexwnk quite
different evolution among secular and religious priests.

- Among the latter one x&mkEx sees a considerable improvement since 1912,the
date from which mmxMare ava;labngEH"Iirst general figures! This is so
in all countries but Chile, where imprevement Iy OUEREgFExEs is
notable around the years 1950-1955. Growth in the number of religious
priests is faster than that of the population, but since the precise im-
portance of foreign Religious cannot be calculated in Latin America, it
would be imprudent to conclude Xum rkrckhk A ey that the

religious orders have found a spectacular number of native vocations.

- Among the secular clergy the 1912 to 1945 figures do not indicate a =mk
similar evolutioni the situation deteriorated in all Iatin American coun-
Jor 1950 tries. Sinece 1945/there IswwEcmxEMsNEE has been iIlltIxnUIll:nz; im-
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ferences are observable'tnxihnzlxlnlxtxtl:x in some cases, YUEXKXSNEXNIWE

NG REr=EE AR L S A AR A n o OEnark X foreign prj_es'bs,

explain/ not vocations.H#fd/iﬁéféi#id[ Meanwhile in the other countries xacxKermwcsy

the improve- iixi:i:znnxxxuz:::z;zz;i!zxzxxiilx;x2zgzIx;xEszzi!:;l==l=+£irixxizzxtk:t§;
ment, KRRELN % the number of inhabitants per priest con-
tinued in varying measure to increase,

5.) The Future?

What will happen in the future? It is dangerous to prognosticate, especially
when many factors might intervene and modify the situation. We kxw&y therefore,

prepared wExsMgyxmxk a two-fold preview of 1975's needs for diocesan clergy, allowing for
democraphic growth am@ in one and in the other assuming that the of people per
diocesan priest can be reduced to 10,000,




JRUSEERE

*#-3

- To maintain the present ratio of inhabitants per priest in 21 of

the 20 nations, the increase in the number of priests will have

to equal or surpass by 50% the present totals in a relatively

short time. What can one say then about kewgiimg the number of
People per EriExkxkbExI@y@R@fxInxMem#mxax diocesan priest to 10,0007?
In Honduras and Guatemala, for example, the number of diocesan
priests would have to increase 462% and 534%, respectively, by 1975.
Very considerable effort would be regquired in all countries, except
perhaps in the six now having one priest for an average of less
than 10,000 inhabitants, in order to come close to that ratio in
1975. Pigures used RaxxX2¥% to indicate the 1975 objectives W®are
adjusted to allow for deaths, although the average death rate among
priests is not known exactly country by country.

B.

ZZ. Causes of the Vocations Crisis

Turning now to a detailed analysis of causes of a vocations crisis,
we come to an examination of the obstacles to a positive response
to God's call. These obstacles may be personal, when an individual's
respongibility is directly involved; or social, when they result
from = collectivaffxef factors, such as a society's organization
and life or a kimdxmfxpaximraixaekismx certain type of pastoral
action. One must know Latin American society and the process of
change it is currently experiencing, to understand the nature of
these social obstacles. In sum, the grand reality is that a feudeal,
two-class society in which the masses have no voice is, under the
pressure of technological development and population increase, chan-
ging rapidly. This transformation, often bringing with it the rise
of a2 new middle class, is at various stages in the several nations
of Latin America. What still remains in many places is a great
separation between social classes, between rich and ppor. In each
of these classes obstacles to priestly vocations will be guite dif-
ferent.

1.) Obstacles to Bosxiki® Access to the Priesthood

Here we mean ¥k® all the factors that might impede one's entering
the priesthood. Evidentally , if seminaries are closed by the
government, & good number of young men will not be able to realize
their vocation. But there are besides various other kinds of ob-
gdtacles, such as the following:

a) Social Obstacles: In Latin America vocations among the urban
and rural masses are particularly affected by social obstacles.
A common opinion considers rural areas 8 good source of voca-
tions, but where possible to verify it we have found more voca-
tions come from the cities proportionately. Thus, in Colombia,
while 59.4% of seminarians come from rural gzones, 68.3% of the
country's people live in these zones. In Brazil, the porcen-
teges are, respectively, 46% and 67.7%. Mopeover, few semin-
arians ere from farm-worker families: 92.3% of one grouping
of seminarians originating from rural areas in Brazil wewe sons
of land-owners. A similar observation can be made regarding
the urban-worker sector, so that in fact one concludes priests
are not reeruited from the lower classes. If an agricultural
zone does have a priest, he often fills a position of real
social leedership and young men of the distriet would not as-
pire to bridge the distance between themselves and the priesthood.




b)

a)

Pizures indicate that recruitment for the priesthood in rural
areas usually concentrates on a minority of the population
that enjoys a certain staendard of living. The social change
now in progress and, among other things, agrarian reforms

that integrate the rural masses into an intermediate or
middle class promise wEXIxXExxkhe socigl conditioge more favor-
able to vocations, In the cities social disintegration,accen~
tuated by the breakdown of patriarchal family structures or by
an unjust economic system in sectors where indugtrialization
is retarded, ad®é new elements to an already negative set of
conditions among the lower classes with regard to vocations.

Cultural Obgtacles: Em Besides their soecial isolation, the
masses also live in cultural isolation. Illiteracy rates re-
main high (in only five countries is it less than 30% of the
population over 15; in nine it is over 50%), and this means
that a cknsiderable portion of young men cannot enter the
seminary as they are. At the same time, except in Uruguay,
Argentina and Mexico, there is a close relationship between
illiteracy and the number of people per priest.

Family Obstacles: Another problem that especially afflects
young ma in rural areas 1s one of family. A high rate of
illegitimate unions continues and in most places illegiti-
mate children are not admitted to seminaries. In E1 Salvador
and Panama, for example, studies have shown 61% and 33.3%,mfres-
pectively, of men 15 to 24 years 0ld to be illegitimate. Even
when smekxmkx¥gx=r sons of illegitimate unions are formally
permitted to be ordained, very few will be found in the semin-
ariesg.at the gsame time, research indicates that consensual
uniogs may be more stable than those consecrated by the Church.
Social and ethnic factors fregquently enter in, as study of
rural regions in Colombia, Venezuela and Central America de-
monstrates.

Bthnic Obstacles: Difficulty of access to the priesthood in
Tatin America 1s even greater for young men of indigenous or
Negro origin. For them racial obstacles are added to social
obstacles and their recruitment for the priesthood is affected.
The oppression and cultural isoletion of the Indians for four
centuries and Negro slavery till quite recently (1888 in Brazil)
weigh heavily, and one must admit that in too many places =zrEEsx
trdikexpriexkhne® young men of these races have not been encour-
aged to enter the priesthood, although feekumateixx the situation
is fortunately beginning to change.

e)Religbous Obstackes: Finally, one notes, the priest shortage ,

paerticularly acute for the dispersed rural masses and concen-
trated urben proletariat, has its own repercussions in voca-
tiong. Certabnly contact between young men and the Church is
extremely important, though often so sporadic as to be of

small influence, in the norm=2l development of vocations, Rural
parishes axtend to a size of 2,000 square kilometers and often a priest has

to attend to several susk parishes. In the cities the average parish popula-
tion is over 20,000, over 30,000 in Sangiago de Chile,and over 40,000 in Mexico
City and Havana. Decentralization of pastoral action may be the way to over-

come this obstacle to vocations, cons&sting in the lack of live contact with
the Church.

To conclude we would like to call attention tox the interdependence of these
xxxisus impeding factors. They are often found together. And since 70-80% of
Latin America's population is made up of the urban and rural masses, these fac-
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.. tors cannot be overstressed. A large part of the population is thus practically

i/intermediate/

[arguments
used to jus-

denied access to the priesthood by social conditions, which of course vary signi-
ficantly from #ne country to the other. They are conditions, not determining fac-
tors, since the freedom and grace of men may overcome such imperatives of a collec-
tive character; but, since the Lord ordinarily respects the ordinary laws of human
life, one cannot expect this to happen except in exceptional cases.

2,) Obstacles to Perception of the Priesthood as a Value

Even without any hindrance to vocations socially, a positive response presupposes
with all the rest that the priesthood is regarded as a value. What we say here
about an entirely different series of obstacles applies essentially tc the 20-30%
of Latin America's population not blocked theoretically from the priesthood by in-
superable social obstacles., We find mainly three types of hindrance here:

a) Materialistic World Outlook: Where there is a real conflict between the "spirit
of the world" and the gospel, a materialistic world outlook may hinder a young
man's pereeption of the priesthood as a value. The upper classes, with few ex-
ceptions (Chile and Colombia, especially), produce very few vocations in lLatin
America. The reasons are obvious. Though® they respect and support the Church,
those of this social group often have values radically opposed to those of the
gospel. The priesthood is very low in their estimation and often they regard
it as but a middle-class function of an institution needed for the good order
of society. To leave behind social rank and material goods inherited from the
past in order to accept a vocation is for them, therefore, a real "about-face."
The #iddJ¢ classes are in both city and country the sector where the largest
portion of vocations originate. This is almost 100% true in the country; a
little less so in the city where some vocations do come from both the upper
and the worker classes. The intermediate classes can thus be sajid to favor
vocations and one might hope for a perfect correlati betBeen the popula-
tion of these clasees and their vocations. To some gggree there is a corre-
lation, but it is far from being absolute or automatiec. Various factors, in-
cluding the absence of pastoral attention, tend often to obscure the percep-
tion of the priesthood as a value among these classes,

b) Ideological Obstacles: K Ideologies such as secularism, rationalism, and now
MarxXsm, bhave had telling influence on the condition of the Church in latin
America., In most countries the Church has had to pass through a crisis,wissx
the effects of which it still feels today. Certainly the anti-clericalism of
the last century was above all ideological and was the mark, in particular, of
the intellectualsioppressive measures legislated accordingly, such as Church-State
separation, confiscation of Church property, limitations on the clergy's activi-
ties, etc., coinciding in some countries with the late recuperation of the hier-
archy, not only overtook the Church's human resourcesj ¥f also gradually
changed the mentality of the people and contributed especiidly to the Church's

tify such ati- and the priesthood's loss of esteem. Today, one notes in particular, the role

tudes

Marxist ideologies are playingi they mainly penetrate the intermediate classes
before going to the massesi and this they do Tronckwerxityxmir=iwx through uni-
versity circles ®m and even through secondary education in certain countries.
At the same time, universiities, even state universities, are an empecially good
source of vocations. In the Seminary of Buenos Aires, for example, 50% of the
students had started or finished university zkwiisx work before entering, and

77% of these came from state universities. Such vocations are, moYeover, usually
more mature than those coming through other channels and the percentage of persem-
verance seems to be higher among them.
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¢) Obstacles of a Religious Nature: Among religious obstacles to a young man's
perception of a vocation imckmcrrimxtisssd there is above all the image he
has of the Church and the priesthood. We have noted that in lLatin America
priests are mainly recruited from the intermediate classes which are also the
most dynamic sector of a developing society. All the better as far as the
basic human gqualities for the priesthood are concerned. But this also means
that young men of these sectors will demand a great deal of the Church and of
the priesthood. In the present era of social change, if the Church does not
show a profound dynamism, not only by its acceptance of changes and Xi¥xNEEXencourage
ment of these young men, but also by total revision of its pastoral action, how
can it but seem to xXamm obstruct vocations? &g Bxtoling the Church's past,
¥y seeking prestige in outdated signs, social and pastoral conservativism are
muwErfut tremendous obstacles, which it would be useless to try to hide. Fur-
thermore, they are far from being a characteristic of the latin American Church.
Till now few studies have been made on the image young men have of the priesti
but it is already clear that it may be one of the most important obstacles.

3.) Obstacles to Acceptance of a Vocation

Assuming that the obstacles mentioned above are overcome, we come to a third
series, which is obviocusly not exclusively Iatin American in characterixg we
bring it in because of our desire to be complete. Obstacles to acceptance of

a vocation are usually of xme two types: personal, that is, obstacles originating
from a lack of generosity or coursge, or from physical or psycheoclogical factors:;
or, secondly, of family, that is, parental opposition or xx=sx=mmsiimex family
circumstances (econemic, health, etc.).

4.) Obstacles to Realization of a Vocation

Finally, we come to the last category of obstacles,at the moment when a young

man is ready to accept the Lord's call, but when actual realization of his res-

ponse XwrmExk runs into difficulties. These difficulties er obstacles are prinarilly
2XxxXXy an internal affair of the Church and consist mainly of faults in the

channels of access to the priesthood or in the means of training.

a) Channels of Access: Close examination of the origin of vocations and of the
curriculum fellowed to reach the priesthood,reveals how surprisingly little
certain xeiigithé potentially productive mnxn:ﬁui vocations are wsed represented.
Very often this is the result of the fact that the possibility of the priest-
hood has never or very seldom been presented to these circles, The channel con-
sidered normal in latin America, the minor seminary, has teoo often prevented
people from seeing Xkxt many other unexploited paths by its side. To mention
but a few: State schools which have developed rapidly in most countriesi ever
fewer countries have even 50% of their youth in Catholic secondary schools;i thus
while public education develops more quickly than private, the lack of spe-
cializedm pastoral action among public school children cuts off a potential
source of vocations. Academies run by Religious produce few vocations to the
diocesan clergy, probably kemxws= in part because vocations developed are for
the religious congregation in chargeg Ximmgk{this has not been proved as a
reason for the more rapid increase of religious priests),/Catholic Action and
other apostolic movements have become rather important channels of vocationsi
in fact, to some extent, especially in cities, they seem to have taken over
the role originally fulfilled by minor seminaries., If important for the apos-
tolic formation of seminarians, j{/{# even more so for recruitment of priestly
vocations in sectors not reached by traditional means -~ the universities are
an example of this. Many workers and farmers would not have discovered a voca-
tion to the priesthood outside of the specialized movements,
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vocation. We should face the facts.” “fhe great dlfflculty comes from,, jeShadet,
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the fact that we are in a society that is mﬁ&&w&pﬂy. Systems which
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yesterday were efficient are no longer so today. What is valid for/rural popula-
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This gehe fact,should make one reflect on the efficiency of the systdm and on the
means of drafting of priests
imxsxsx®m® investment this/means for the Church. In some countries, for ex., Venezuela,
W
a very laudable effort has been made £ religiously and apostollcaliy follow those
it not
who have not become priests. But then xx would/be more logical to ciénsider a diocesan

college where young people could be trained in a Christian and apostolic spirit,

rather than an institution destined to train future priests?

The atmosphere ef numerous minor seminaries is not favorable to tie recruitment
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In Brazil, according to many witnesses, the pedgagogical system of many minor

seminaries is such that young men who have a little more persemality, cannot
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third place)after the image of the priest and #ssskxrskia de-Christianization,
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<$a°the causes OfA lack of ¥ocations. In Cuba it has recently been shown that many

young men trained by their Parish priests, have opposed entering a minor seminary,
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upon -s--e&ciag that they would have to wear a cassack. They did not want to become

"little priests)" - and said they would prefer to wait and enter the seminary later.
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In tkre major seminaries there also exist a e=EEHEE® number of problems qf—

which it is difficult, for the same reasons, to determine the@ importance. We
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do not have all the pertienb®/figures regarding persefverence, but it is affirmed

that it is relatively low in comparison with other seminaries of the world.

In Central American and the Caribbean, a poll xmakxxsdxamxX®x made on 10
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9ﬁ§6‘907 in Haiti and 33% in El Salvador. In Mexico the figures raaskxkzssxxkam go from
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+eseted=gii-—=mw South America , gave a figure of &&EF a Xokx little over 407 &f
'sfrﬁerserverence. The causes of this fphenomenon are evidently too complex for
treatment here, and it would be over-simplifacation to attribute them to fhe-

major seminaries themselves,
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Among the deficiencies manifested many times, are above all, the lack of education

in natural virtues and the artificaal character of the educatlon- the absence
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level of persefverence has very much an;nnied But it is evident that a situation

such as that mentioned, in a certain number of sEwiwRxx¥amx seminaries, 1is a
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in Colombia, for example, comes to mind. Their

where they exist, are also obstacles for many vocations.
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(1)2: There is a crisis, since there - certainly too few priests and too few vocations

to accomplish e present and future tasks. But this should not lead us to pessimism,

because structural,mhxtaxtsx social and pastoral obstacles , have been the dominant
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priestly vocations, but also to realize pastoral tasks with new duties, which may
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I)— In these circumstances, when social/ransfermations of the continent Zxe (s

more important eaae than numerical changes, a purely quantatéve viewpoint of
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the problem carries with it a policy which is condemned ¥ d. It is, in J'—t"‘ 2
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Q-f-f-e.c.t.,_ hwnan—qaa-];a-.‘f# and splrltualiv of the priests that is—TRTESSary—to 71« S'Y e
of ol Coms
cons1der1;rwhc first -plaee]. This becomes more important when the priest's

mission ##& becomir;g more and more difficult \td‘me{ pastoral ﬁ-—tmmfé a’?!ffza{m
=Th desired \asig :
,’.gf the masses is\ﬁﬁ everywhere, and task of Christian formation {Qc..s‘-.ﬂe;

madl* more necessary; in an era also, in whiéch the evangelization of the new

world, born in suffering, askx demands & specialized action withing difficult Y
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surroundings, among students, workers, campesinos; and »n—Sime—=wzes decentrallzga.
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Therefore, the great temptation would be to consider the“mmlber{/and not the
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quality, an understandable temptation&max%inﬂ pastors who are preoccupied

with thaifn pastoral problems their particular tsw#. This temptation could
A2 v more andk viece miner
express itself in g drafting of personnel poorly selected fﬁmﬁ:&&g{Mrn_es,
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It could also manifest itself by the :aq;stoues sendlng of priests to other countries,

who are xmxsmximsufficiently educated in tiremesds—gf—gitc Lasin Amerlca? pastoral
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Why multipy the number of priests if not to respond to the funda.mental need for
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evangelization of 600 million inhabitgnts who will populate!\ Latin Amerlca in 35
7

years ¢ andmikieh-witi-have-besr—compreedIy-transformed?

A}— Flnally we wante® to make a technical observation. If we want to carry on
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a truly ¥geptiens] pastora]7 in different countries, it is indispensable to ée able To

know bxxxgx the problem better. How many times we relﬁ on mere impressions and,

even in the present exposition, on partial data. In the framework of a vocational
Le :t L
organism, ™ on a ‘¥cm=. diocesan or continental level, it is indispensible to

have precise data. compiled annuallv on the movement of vocations. the state of the
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2.) # —Conclusions for Action
We will-give Z~principal ‘corelusiems

]1)— Action in favor of development Q

The analysis we have made on 4l vocations in Latin America has claarly shown that

the first human conditionm for #ge access to the priesthood is the constitution
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of a people w1th aklevel of wrdMEME¥social and cultural life . In other words,

the inmrease 6f the number of wocations is, in the long run, dependent on the /’Mgfe‘t% [

_Aevelopment- oq — g toe masses,
M. This is perfectly normal since the Lord usesge
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the W'Ehanaels of His creation gnzogdet to giveMmxsxxxxse His Grace. A priest

is a man chosen by God and not an inferior human being, except for an exceptional
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The orientation of Christians toward mgh:pmt economic, social, cultural and
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polftical developmant, is, therefore, m—m to the problem which now proccupies
Even cACerdilmet/
us. It would be dangerous not to see thes. ’fer Bho—deatftins of priests,
il Faat o

kk® it is weotsgdisssdimpeawe=>tz the Church t®-be interested in xkm development,

B} @ Dynamic Pastoral & ches

Vocations depend also, as we have seen, on the image of the Church in the Latin

4F o‘ %'L‘-t‘ﬂ h—"g’
American World. The achievement of many vocations will depend on the dynamisim

(l 1.I{rf"“ action.
of theApastoral ett-—-ei;vz-e-lm-x-x»ehH

(/This dynamism is expressed in the first place, by e attention given to the poor
s et 2 ey sl
-ﬂ s001a1 action W_development it wew¥d be a sign of chartiy which
Fesus LY 2l € X ress ;?“u/f alse /y Joa sﬁ!‘“
waald showy that this is the true Church of .Christ. Pastoral action is also expressed
ocction ot g
in the key points of development of society and the new culture, such as universities,
W 2ol be v Yhe reeasui€ Yhal
worker;\ rural organizations. This dybamism % manifested by—the-realizatien—of a true
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The two elements we have mentioned, form the._ra-ﬂaggl conclusions Zwhiph will <seeek 7;,/2(}6
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‘ever o tong -€erm. This does not mean that pit is not necessary to carry on a
S T shidd; dseems, be
pastoralh of vocations. This B based on the following factors:
. T (afermedaite \z-..a,’,k‘c:‘a[( mclies:
L) -ﬁi&&h Classes, &b-eﬁve—ai}—-u-rba:p These seem to supply the
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most important w of solid Vocatlons. This means an immediate transformation
o fran 3
of the means of drafting and formatlon, of which we will speak further on. In f'm\{
“rE ?f;wm&( Laer.
effeet, voo:atlonskm urban areas sxw—eekecreRzer—o—ftinds In ARgentina, while 78%
rural s hown Y 2~ & bt A o#f( Yt '

of #B&/vocations have been manifested in infancy, this figure, in medium and
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small localities is 32% and tn the c1t1es(7%; only. Vocations there seme more
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eve’in adolecense, and even the end of it.

il ) 2o Apostolic Movements: Very partlcula.rly among high school
o.né\upeuTD\w STate Wt ™ n:m. FA
sgudents and university students, We observe anqﬂy that in practice, the only
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way to obtain vocations .amg_& workers and ¥ rural proletariat ®eeas, is through
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Catholic Action, above all, the specialized C.enﬂ-g-. ,
o On/ as ‘/46/ are
l//}\&r- h;émzlast %L eﬂ the minor seminaries, at least in

their present form! This solution is still necessary only where the socio-cultural
you e 7EH resources &«/¢
pgdivy is so d@ficient that ehepe—Ss no p=mx other/possibiléxyx other than the creation

at great expense, of kkxxxxmxx an artificial XERXAFRKNXEN socio-cultural wreditii /he/’li’u .
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(1) %—Ar;)\enovatlon of means of Iormatlon'
¢ The final conclusion eesmsiimydeoumbien , consists of reflecting on means of education ' ,\s
Completely ol
of the priest. The problem is complex and we cannot treat it kyex here. We,wish to

underline the necessity of tids—troRrSformation, {

For the minor seminaries it is possible that in cities it wiii—= s
—thedd gemivar:ef -g--""""q__
necessary to orlentA towardéeeke transformation e—f"‘t‘hmlnﬂdlocesan colleges or also
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PreSent experiences in Santlago, La Paz, Argentina, Paraguay, Colombia seem to
. =
1nd1cate clearly that aﬁ-a:s—h-“ direc€ion , those who have
s o YHAis "{qu‘f \f&“"e whe -é_a‘_{ ytxe,_jd‘f LJP:—..

reflected particularly on the problem.
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With regard to the major semingries , unanimously, as we have shown, there is the

necessity of a more intense human education, of a more developed intellectual level,

o
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of gspiritual and apostolic orientation,tize-dis more accentuated. It isn,superfuluous
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to repeat this, but some of these demands requiee tdesr trahslationinto xcg?c concrete

measures, such as regional groups, for example, or in the change of internals rulingy’
" FHhe amﬁ[a.?‘e @
which would permit # greater paxkimxt apestiplia participation, or the full-time dedication
Savie spiritual N
oprriests to thef orientation of the seminarians.

Finally, there remains the institution of seminaries for adult vocations. 1In a certain
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number of countries it would be desireable that these be created, ta¥dng, of course,
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infmind, particular conditions needed to educate thep e jevary E‘L’/l‘f"‘h’" 5"‘)6
v as amasels,
g * * *
Already too long, this exposition may seem axkikx nevertheless a bit underdeveloped,

It is inevitable with a such a complex theme of such vast dimensions. But I Xifwk thought
should

the questions kawexim be set ddwn as clearly as possible, leaving till later the more pre-
cise presentation of them.

The Lord asks of us great fidelity to the facts,the humility to accept them, the intelli
gence to interpret them, the courage to change them, and the boldness to believe in His

dt
grace, But on M depends the ®vangelization of Latin Americai and this is truly worthwhile.,



