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< — In this thesis, the author dsscribcs and evaluates the missiomary
evangelisnm methodology practiced by the latin America Mission and ‘miowm
as Svangeliase in Depth. The latin America liission is an interdenamina-~
tional missionary socliety with headquarters in San Jose, Costa Rieca and
with a ministry that reaches into all of lLatin America,
C . The description of Evangelism in Depth i3 detailed, with particu-
lar stress placed on its fleld application in the several latin American
countries 1here it has been used, nemcly, Micaragua, Costa Rica, Cuats-
mala, Honduras, Veneszuela, Bolivia, and Dominican RFepublic. However, the
author also gives due consideration to the theory of the program, and to
the background that led to its adoption by the Latin America Mission.
= — The evaluation measures the worth of vangeliam in Depth by the
Word of God especially, but alsec in ths 1light of modern Latin American
history and experience, Also, before drawing his conclusions, the author
includes a survey of other opinions about the program. He has a special
concern to understand the significance of the program for lutheran evan=-
geliam in latin America,

~—__ Since for same time the author has been active in missionary work
in Iatin America, the subject of evangeliss in that arca iz of personal
coencern. By means of this study, he seeks to learn how his own evangel-

ism ministry and that of his Iutheran collecagues may be more effective,
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his advisor, Dr. Andrew S. Burgess, Professer of Miszsions at Luther Theo=
logical Semdnary in St, Paul, Mimmesota.
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~GRAPTER I~

- THE BACKGROUND OF THE PROGRAM

The latin America lisslon

——— A brief acquaintance with the Latin Amorica Mission aids in un-
derstanding its Cvangelism in Depth program. This missionary soclety was
founded by & Scotch Presbyterian with the name of Harry Strachan., Feor
eighteen yoars he and his Irish Anglican wife named Susan had served as
missionaries in Argentina under the Ivangelical Union of South America,

a well-known interdenordnational migsion soclety with its headquarters in
England. Then, the Strachanc believed that God was leading them to ro-
sign from thedr mdssion in order to found another interdenorinational or-
ganization with the purpose of performing "a contiment-wide evangelistic
uniatry.-'( Acco)rdingly, in the year 1921, thoy estadblished The Latin
America Ivangelization Campalign, the original name of the Latin America
Mission. Others jJoined the Strachans, and together they sponsored union
evangelictic campaigns throughout the South. They also desired to remain
free of tles to any particular latin American church body in order that
the nev mission might be a service organization to the Church at large.
Robert Hall Glover and J. Herbert Kanc, in their distinguished history of
missioncs, evaluate the nevw miacsionary organization as follows:

151"' Mr. Gtrachan and his colleagues were noti interested in begimming a
nov mission. They were burdened for the cvangelisation of latin

% Vision Becomes Flesh,¥ latin America Svangelist (March-
AMI' 19‘31), Pe 59 : .
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America and wore content to allow existing missions to absorb their
converts. Oueh largeheartsd men are rarc even in missionary eirecles,
Consecroently there i4s hardly a mission of any size in latin America
vhich doos not count among its members convorts won in tha nany cane-
paigns conducted by the Tatin Amcrica iilssion.® [ .

s’

___The objectives of large-scale evangzelistic campaipgns throughout
the continent and of service to the Church at large have characterized
the latin Ameriea Mission until the present time, In addition, other

characteristics have been added, such as, the poliecy of "accepting latin

mumrmumnmwmumum.ﬂ(bﬁr'

groupe had hired nationals as, say, evangelists, but it was quite anothar
thing to accept them into positions of equal status and function along
with the missionaries. The present genoral director of the misszion clar~
ified the motive behind this policy when he wrotzs

4/2] Teither 45 He honored by the imability of missiomaries and nationals

in many parts of the world to work together amicably in a demonstra-
tdon of that unity which God gives to those who stand together om the
lgvel ground at the foot of the fross., Ve shall mot try to place the
blanme for the fact that '"Missionary, o homel! signs are raised not

only by godless govermsnts, but also by national believers., But we
declare our conviction thai any bitternesc on one side or the other

canpot be the will of God. | )

_— Closely related to this paint is the policy concerning the rsla-

b

tion of the mission to the national churches that eventually developad
under the ministry of the latin America Ifission. Respect and confidence
have characterized this relationship, ac may be seen in the following
statement by a mission mm:!/jzn is our conviction that the Lord
is not honored by the paternalism which has sometimes characterized mis-

(Robert Hall Glover, The F
sed and enlarged by J. Herbert Kan
1chers, 19608, p. 415.)

(“A Vizion Bscomes Flesh," latin ‘merica Cvanpelist, p. 5_,]

)‘Horace L. Fenton, Jr., "Here ‘% Stand,™ latin America Tvangel-
gt (uepteuber-October, 19€5%, ppe €~7.)

)
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sAonary work in thoe past, with misziomaries dominating and directing the
affairs of ths local churches, and with an implicit doctrine of vhite
suprenacy and of North American superiority pervading the relatioms of

missionaries and the natiomal Christians."F
< —— Still another feature that has becamec poculiar to this mission is

expressed as follows: %It is progressive in policy, using all effective

means conglstent with Biblical norms to accomplish its task, #6 (ﬁus‘)feg-

ture becomes evident when one surveys the various activities that have
been undertakeon by the latin America Hission. The Church at large has
been served not only through union evangcelistie campaigns, but also
through the Seminario Biblico latinoamericano located in San Jose, Costa
Rica, OStudonts from all over the continent have attended this interde-
noninational theological school, which had its beglirming as a Bible
school in 1923. The Editorial Caribe, also cuned and operated by the

Iatin Amcrica Mission, has published books and Sunday School materials
that have been used widely throughout Iatin America. This and other Pro-
testant literature has been distributed through Iatin America Mission
boockstores located in San Jose, Costa Rica; Sincolojo, Colambia; Panana
Clty; and in New York Clty, for the Spamicsh-speaking community of that
metropolis. Still another ocutreach of this mission has been the TIFC
radio station in San Jose, Costa Rica. Two particular mission fields
have been adopted by the Latin Amerdca lission, namely, Costa Rica and
Coloxbda. In Costa Ries, tbe&;ssion has not only carried out evangel-
istic woark, but 4t has also maintaincd an orphanage, & hospital, and a
combination primary and secondary school. The churches that have been

'Elbid., P 6 )

4".& Vizion Becomes Flesh," latin America “vangelist, p. Se
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foxrmed have now organized themselves into The Association of Costa Rica

Bible Churches. In Colombda, ten primary schools, two high schools and
a Bible school have been operated by the mission, in addition to the
evangelistic outreach, At the present time, 170 missionariss work under
the latin ZAmerica Mission. The main office is located in San Jose, Costa
Rica, but there are also several regional offices, including thc Untited
States office at Bogota, lbw Jersey. Two periodicals publishad by the
mission, the latin America Evengelist and Z1 Hensajero Biblico--The

Bible Mssoenger--are well-known in the United States and lLatin inerica
respectively.

- — The doctrinal statement of the Iatin America Mission indicates
ite conservative theological position:

A \

i 7 Ve believe the Bibls to be the divinely inspired and authorita-
tive Viord of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice.
< — Hc believe in ome Cod, ereator and sustainer of the universs o
eternally exists in three perscns: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Vi@ believe in the deity of the Lord J=sus Christ, His virgin
birth. sinless life, redemptive death, bodily resurrection, present
exaltation at God's right hand and His perasonal, premillenial return.

e believe that all men have sinmed and therefore are guilty bo-
fore Cod and are under Hls condermation.

Ye believe that through the death of Hiz Son Jesus Christ, God
in love provided an atonerment for =in so that, throuzh repentence
and saving faith in Christ, man is delivered from the Jjudgment of
God and born again into 1ife etermal,

‘%o believe in the deity and persomality of the Holy Spdrit tho
works in men to bring them to salvation through Christ and itho duells
in bellevers, equipping and empowering tham for a life of holiness
and fruitful service.

- Ve believe that the Chmirch is camposed of all true believers and
that the mission of the Church, with Christ as its head, is to com~
mmicate the Gospel of GQurist to all the world.

e believe in the resurrection of ths body, the everlasting pun-
ishment of unbelievers and_the everlacting blessedness of believers
in the presence of Christ,? [

\
For sone years, the latin America Hission has belonged to the
Interdenoninational Foreign Missions Association, that communion of in-

{'ﬁat.in America Mission, Introduoing the latin America iission

%/ zan Jose, Costa Rica: Editorlal Cardibe, 1905
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terdenorinational or so-called "faith® ridlssions of North America. In re~

cent years, thc-mission alsc jJoined the Lvangelioal Forelgn Missions As-
sociation, representing the mission concern of the National Association
of Evangelicals., The Mission has not moved in the circlss of the World
Council of Churchss. Still, when the Second Latin American Cvangelical
Congress, sponsored by these Latin Amorican Protestants who do sympathize
wvith the W.C.C,, convened in the city of Lima in 1961, an article written
by the.2&ncral ;_i'li.reetor of the lLatin America itission was used as a study
document, and the @eneral director himself accepted an invitation to be
one of the main apeékera. Furthermore, ¢ few months prior to the ;on-
gress, the Jmiseton in its annual mectin: madn the following resolution:
*In view of the prayer of our Lord (John 17:21), the exhortation of the
Apostle Paul (Tphesians L:3), and the special circumstances in the part
of the world where we labor, we declare our continued desire to cooper-
ate with the sincere, true and wise offorts teo promote t.hs visible unity
of the body of Jesus Christ in latin mum.wé/mchuuf the Latin Amer-
ica iHssicn belongs to that rroup within Christiandty sometimes known as
the Nontdstorical Curcheg—- yuich cu;lt-ribum 75% of the Protestant mis-
sionery farte in Iatin Americh toduydx However, not all of these church
groups are as open to cooperation as this mission.

L2 e R Eemmeth Strechan apd dopociates

e,

The Dvangelism in Depth program of the Latin America Mission bo-

Effimtes of the 1960 Ammal Moeting of the latin America lds-
siop/, cited by \filton M. Nelson, “Separation or Cooperation?" latinm
America Pvanpmelist {September-October, 1961, p. 7.)

e ) LS ) PR. Xenmeth Strachan, The bﬂ.saiow; Movement of % ?a-matcr-
§ %g ? in latin America, Haper roa ore y erence
tte

e on Cooperation in latin Amerdica, Buck Hills Falls, RFemmsyl-
vania, November 10-12, 1957 (New York: Cormitice on Cooperation in
latin Amorica, 1957), p. 9.)
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ganinthesmlot&. Femncth Strachan, the san of the founder of the
_Nﬁaaaim. The program cammot be fully understood apart from its living
relation to him, for which reason a briof survey of this devoted and
gifted 1life 48 included.

- Strechan was born in Argentina in 1910, while his parents still
served under the Evangelical Union of South Anmerica. He was only a boy
when he gave his heart to Christ. The ecarly tecns were spent in Conta
Ricn, where his father had established the hoadquarters of the nouds-
sion, as well as the Bible institute that is now the seminary of the
latin Amerdca ldassion. That is, for the first fourteen years of hisc life
he lived in latin America, surrounded Ly nissionary activities. Then,
his parcnts sent him to the United States to Misaton Academy and lheaton
College in Illinois, for his high aschool and college education. Of
course, hoaton College is a well-known center of conservative Christian-
ity in the United States. In both the %adamy and the'&llego, he demon-
strated fine athletic abllity and good acholarship when he cared to study.
However, a rebollious spirit made adjustment to regulations difficult,
and finally hse quit college before graduating. The independent spirit of
the father had been inherited and poerverted by the son. The senlor Stra-
chan urged his son to enroll at the well-known canservative school, Dal-
las Theological Seminary, even thouch Xenmneth had not finmished collsgu.
Kenncth acceded, and, after returning to and graduating from Wheaton in
1935, he reccived the B.D. degroe from Dallas Seminary in 19386, Two ds-
cades later, Wheaton Collesge wmas to forgive his misdemsanors and recog-
nize his rorites by swarding him the LL.D. degree.

In 1936, Strachan joined the latin Amerieca Mission, amd, for his
first assigmment, he was asked to teach in the Rible institute in San
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Jose, Costa Nica. Once again his rebelliocus spirit interferred, prompt-

ing him to ceek enlistment in the Royal Canadian Air Force. This was a
seriocus case of irrespongibility. HMany must have wondered if anything
good would come of such & young man., DBut Cod spoke to him and through a
public confession of his sin and a renewod consecration to Christ, God
granted him & turning point in his spiritual experience. In 1940, Stra-
cian married Zlizabeth Wallker, to uhich union God granmted six children.
<. Upon the death of his father in 19,5, Strachan was elected as Co~
director of the lLatin America Mission. Then, in 1950, he was given the
responsibllity of Gemeral Director, vhich function he carried out until
his death. In addition to administering and dsveloping the activities of
the Latin America Mission as they have been outlined above, he was also
active as a board member of the Interdocnominational Foreign Missions As-
sociation. He found no difficulty moving among the elite of latin Amer-
ica, and, at the same time, the people of the masses sensed in him a
friend, There is every indication that his colleagues had a profound
respect for him, even as his reputation in lLatin America missionary cir-
cles is wsll~founded,

The writer can personally testify to his breadth of vision and
concern, for, in 1951, he had correspondence with Strachan and finelly
met him in his home in San Jose, Cogsta Rica, Strachan was representing
8 Methodist missionary in mortheast Panama who desired that the writer
and his mission take charge of an Indian field that had besn started but
could no longer be maintained.,

——— Poor health hampered Kemneth Strachan during the last several
years of his life. He was in the United States on rest leave from the
Mission uwhon he learned that he was dyin; of cancer, whereupon he re-
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quested to be buried in Costa Rica. Iast year he went to his reward.
Several thousand accompanied his body to its {imal reating place. One
of his collsagues paid this final tribute:

i(‘-ﬂ Greatness is nurtured in flexibility. Ken's mind was constantly

on the move, HNo one in my experience illustrated so perfectly Emer-
sonfs maxinm that 'a foolish comsistoncy is the hobgodlin of little
minds.! My own young 1life had been stored up by what I thought were
God-ziven and hence inflexible principles. I was often frustrated,
therefore, by the way in which Kent*s attitude and policy in mission
work would change between ocur frequont consultations, and for a long
time Y resented it. Finally, howsver, I came to realize that this
was the price of creativity, the corollary of vision. And it wms
this H1llingness to admit he had been wrong, or that today's solu-
tions domand something other than yeste:dayt's solutions, which place
Ken Strachan in vanguard of miszionary thinking and left the rest
of us far behindf% o \

-

e . flsntion shall be made of but four nmissionary associates of Stra-
chan who have remained, since hias death, to guide the latin America s~
sion., David I, .M’ in charge of the work of thof!/t;sdon in Colombia,
13 Assistant Goneral Director of the $ission. U, Dayton Robertstius
mwwmwm‘ is Assoclate General Director of the
Mission. ‘;‘t_o_b_e;j,s works closely with Ruben Lores, a Cuban, who has been
assigned some of the duties that Strachan formerly carried out, with the
title of Acting Intermational Director of Dvangelism in Depth. Finally,
Horace L, Fenton, Jr. fills the position of General Director of the latin
Armerica Hasion. He comss from a Presbyterian home. Hs received his ed-
ucation at theaten College and at Princetan Theoclogical Seminary. Il has
served with ths'ifwﬁ.asioa for the past seventeen years, the last four of
which, previous to his present assigmment, were spent in the New Jerssey
office of the Taseion. In addition to his dutios with the Latin America

Mission, he 43 book editor of the mew [vangelical Missions Juarterly, and

)éﬁ Dayton Roberts et al., '"hat Kermeth Strachan Meant to Me,®
latin America Bvangelist (May-June, 1965}, p. 7. D
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he holds the position of board member in both the Intermational Foreign
Missions Assocliation and the Evangelical Foreign Missilons Association.
'. ? = ~  Dissatisfactions

The following are the particular circunstances that led up to the
Evangelism in Depth program of the Iatin America Mission:

Over the years, the latin America Mission has tended to give onc
emphasis and then another in its work. Artianr F. Glascer, North America
director of the China Inland Mission Overseas [Missiopnary Fellowship and
also a close friend and observer of the latin fmerica mssaoq'-- at the
prosent time he is a comed ttee member of the R, Remneth Strachan Memorial
Tund for llorld Dvangelisi{——jurmarized tlwse characteristic emphases as
follows:

\(® In the early days of the Latin Anerica Mission, cmphasis was
placed on the Spirit-filled missionary and his svangelistic cam-
paigns, As time went on this wasz supplemented with radio and 14t-
erature outreach, and the effort to roproduce the same pattern
through developmcnt of a national counterpart to all of these ac-
tivities. Training nationals was assignod a high priority.3(

. Then after YJorld Uar II, a sanse of dissatisfaction and failure
about the results and prospects of the witness of tlu?iaasim, as well as
that of Protestant missions in Iatin Amecrica in genersal, settled upon the
leadership of the Iatin America Mission. They had labored herd., They
had done good work. Indeed, they had led the way in a mumber of respects
amon; the Protestant missions in latin America. A large mission program
had resulted. There had been comverts, and nationmal churches and church
bodies had appeared. A faithful witness had been glven. Services had
been performed to the needy about them. 5till, in spite of positive re-

sults for all their good efforts, vhat had been accomplished appesred so

#‘}‘Lrtlmr F, Glasser, "New Dimcnsion in Dvapgelism,® latin Amorica 4
Evangelist {liovenber-December, 1961}, back cover, '

s
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meagor in the rddst of the huge latin American community around them,
Strachan explained the general sense of frustration at that time, when
he panned, "For servants of the Church in lands where the Christian com-~
: mndty is omall and its witness weak, and vhore the encounter with the
overihalming forces of unbelief and rejection constitute a daily and dic-
couraging experience, thls necessity of redefining evangelistic responsli-
bility and fixing priorities becomes the campulsive, imperative, inescap-
sble task of the hour,"® ' |/, )

- Several reservations and questions in particular bothered the
Iatin Amcrica !lission leaders at that time, "Foremost," wrote Strachan,
“was a grosding sense of dissatisfaction with the organizational structure
of the fareign missionary soclety as an instrumont, with the established
nat.imal church, for meeting adequately the woderm challenge of evangel-
18:.“‘?’ lh’mennt that the method of the cooperative evangelistic cam~
paign, uhich he had observed and im which he had participated in all the
major Iatin American cities for many years, had proven inadequate and had
not accamplished enocugh in view of what remaincd to be accomplished,
These campaigns had been preponderately the effort of the foreign mission,
and so, the theory, the financial bacidng, and the persommel had been
largely foreign. He also meant that the enthusiastic confidence that had
been placed in mass media, that is, radio and press, in ths work of evan-
gelisnm, had not produced the results that were hoped for. He further
meant that the plsas for and increase of more rissionaries, which had

characterized the latin American Mission, had not proven the answer to

”" . lenneth Strachan, ?Call to sﬂtmsa," The International “e-
view of zﬁsgona, LIII, No. 210 £April, 196&),@:"’"""""“""‘""‘

Li1psd,, p. 192.
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the ovangelisk mroblen.

Strachan pointed ocut yet another area of reservation for the
Iatin America ltission leaders, as follows:

1l An equal source of concern was the patiern of church life, per-
haps a miasionary legacy, which was becaning increasingly common and
which, it scemed, represented one major cause for the relative fail-
wre of the Protestant churches to witness effectively to the world
around them. It was distressing to see clurches facing inward, dedi-
cating more and more of their time and eneorgies to self-centered pro-
CrRmmes « ¢ « o Of even greater conoe was the growing tendency to
depend upon a professional ministry.® |

That is, Strachan and the others noticed the beginnings of static clmurch

life in their own flelds and in those of others. The members seemed un-

willing to witness and work for Christ in the coamunity. At the same
time, the missionary leaders observed that there was an unmistakable

Horth America character and pattern to the life and ministry of the na-

tional churches, and they wvanered 1f this forelgmness of the churchas

did not repel! rather than attract the public,

Strachan continued, ®"A question was also raised by the multi-
plicity of Protestant bodies and agenclies in Iatin America and the pen-
eral pictare of division, competition and confusion which was presented
not only to opponents, but also to the imndifferent pub].?.c at large and to
hosts of wall-dieposed friends snd potentdal copverts,SWF e fmtin Amers
ica Mission leaders realized that, although Catholicisri—the traditional
church in Latin Americai\--of,loes have its subdivisions, such as, the Jeos-
uits, the Franciscans, the Carmelites, and so forth, at the same time it
does publicly express its unity. And, by way of contrast, Protestants
have been so divisive in appearance. Surely, Strachan reasoned, this

appearance must prevent many from acceptance of Riblical Christianity.

: 1% . 193.
lﬁ;'g_g_f ) ?\m. + P 193.)
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_ Again, "the resurgence of the Roman Catholie Church in latin
America . . . prosented a new challenge to the evangelical movement and
raised again the necessity for & careful redefinition of Protestant ap-
proach and relationship.® BO m>doubt referred to renewed efforts on
the part of the Catholic Church to secure more priests for latin America.
He certainly was thinking of the new position of political power to which
the Catholic Church of Colombia had attained, and which had expressed
1t=elf in terms of persecution of thse Protestant church, during and after
the Second World War,
— St111 another reservation concerned "the prolifiec increase and
spread of the sects, creating problems ef_relauonahip and adding to the
general confusion And discrientation.®¥ They )::ot;ieed the Jehovah's
Witnesses group, .fu}- instance, increasing by twelve times every ten years
in the Caribtean‘area, and by fifteen times in Scuth Americe.I8 ( .
__—— Further, "the relentless permesation of Marxist and socialist
ideas into a soll made fertile by economic pressure and political insta-
bi1d tynl¥ (pnom;md Qo Sk Suuies Mhuioh Seniions Shebehte poli-
tics had long characterized Latin America. Then, especially since the
Mexican Revolution of 1910, a new unrest of a social and economic nature
had begun to spread throughout the continent. The masses, that since
colonial times had been subjugated by the sesd-~feudal aristocracy, had
started to wake up and to speak out for land and jJustice based on equal~
ity. The masses had lost faith in the traditiomal leaders, both those of

Lepmag, T 'l

fatin America Mission, Evangelism-in-Dcpth {Chicago: Moody
PI‘BS, 1961’; Pe 19-\

Strachan, ®Call to Witness," The Interpational Review of Mis-

@ » No, 210, 193.)

S
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the Concervative Party which represent the position of the Catholic
Church, and those of the Liberal Party who champion political liberalism
of the French and American types. They had turned to new parties of the
people and to Socialism and Commund o which by now had sent agents and
Hterature to win the loyalty of those who demanded change. ISwven before
Fidel Castro, leftist activity had beon taking place throughout the con-
tinent, and the latin America Mission leaders feared what eventually did
take place in Cuba.
-~ Fimlly, Strachan was aware that "over all was the spectacle of
a8 continent caught in the throes of an unparalled population explosion. "’-“F(
If the Protestant missions could not then accomplish the evangelistic
task, what were the prospects of dodng it in the future in a continent
whose population was growing at the rate of 2.6 per cent--faster than
mtofmmnhamutbmmﬂ( >
-~ 'These reservations and questions, then, weighed heavily on the
sminds and hearts of the latin America lilssion loaders after Viorld Var II,
They prayed. They read. They thought. They deliberated. These men
made a point of visiting the work of other missions and churches with the
objective of learming from them, For instance, they introduced them-
selves to the work of the Assemblies of God in E1 Salvador and came away
amazed at the rapid growth. They also acquainted themselves with the
work of the TFoursquare Gospel Church in Panama, and with the Pentscostal
work in Chile, other efforts that hed succeeded in advancing rapidly.
«—— In 1954, Kemmeth Strachan was still seeidng the answer to thes prob-

Omag.

lgyrtls M, Clemmer and Stanley V. Rycroft, "A Statistical Study
of lLatin America,® Occasional Bulletin, XIXI, No. 5 (May, 1962), 1.
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lem of hisc mission and of the Protestant mission in Latin America. Ac-
cordingly, before a retreat for mission exscutives, held at lLale Geneva,
Wisconsin, and sponsored by the Cvangslical Foreign lMissions Association,
*‘;_,_:;;'_ -,  he stated,(Whatever the way, it would seem that same way must be found

| (10 ) \ to bring the patiomal church and it: loaders into partmership in the plan-
: { ming and execution of all missionary--not merely clm-:ﬁ‘)‘ﬁum in each
:‘\.remeuve f1€1d4,"22 The answer he soucht--Bvangelimm in Depth--would

soon be clear.

i, Kenneth Strachan "lbw s in Hissions," Occasional
Bulletin, ¥, No. 13 Atm-m- 12, 1 ?



The Hey Comcept
il — In 1957, Kenneth Strachan gave an address at the Study Confer-
ence of the Cormittee on Cooperation in latin America, held at Buck Hills
Falls, Pemmsylvania. In the course of that address entitled "The Mis-
gslonary Movement of the Nom-Historical Groups in latin America,® and
spealdng of the rapid growth that has characterized the work of some of
. these churches, he st.ated.‘/"lt would seem that the growth of each group
is related directly to ital effectivencss in mobilising its total member-
ship in contimicus evangelistic emdecavor, regardless of its particular
doctrinal emphasis or methods or church polity or denominatiomal dis-
tinctives,"* ) Total mobilization of the Church'——this proved to be the
concept that unlocked the full program of Cvangelisms in Depth.
— The following year, Strachan wrote an article for Christianity
Today entitled "Tomorrow's Task in latin Amexica‘!-;it was later picked
up by the organizers of the Second lLatin Amorican Evangelical Congress,
held in Iidma, Poru, in 1961, and used as a study document. In this arti-
cle he gave onc of the first fuller expressions of the theory of the new

program. Touching on the mammoth task remaining in latin America, he

Fﬂ Konneth Strachan, The HMiss Hato
cal ma in Iatin Amsrica, Paper read be Study Conference of
the Coemitiee on Cooperation in latin America, Buck Hills Falls, Pennsyl-
vania, November 10-12, 1957 (Mew York: Cormittee on Cooperation in Iatin
America, 1957), p. 9.)

15



ical forces is

a_concerted movement to finisch the job in their own territory. -2 1hea
he exprossed the key concept, stating, "I belicve the main reason [for

not belng able to complete the evangelism task in the respective terri~
torieg/ is our fadlure to mobilize ocur entire evangelical forces in com-
stant evangelistic endeavour, We have depended too much on the foreign

J

_———— Again, in 196k, Strachan stated the key concept in retrospect of

missionary and too much on the full-time Christian mrlosr."(-—

his theory now put into practice, in an article for The Internationsl De-
vievw of Missions. He wrote that "the expansion of any movement is in di-

on to its success in mobllizi

s R prvdio EP-.
timwous propagation of 1ts boldefs."t To tife ho added the following:

L A3) Cnce this conclusion was phrased, it was no great surprise to
discover that it led back directly to the norms and practices of the
first-century Church. Farther refllection suggested the additiomal
truth that for an expanding movemcent to retain its essential Chris-
tian character, its witness must be carried out in conscious subteis-
sion to the ord of God and to the cnergizing and directing operation
of Hiz Spirit. Apart from this, any novenent, no matter what its
outvard profession or success, will ultimately depart from course and
cease to be truly Christian. But the key to successful e s:lon :!.s
the continuous witness of the totality of the disciples."

e —— It 18 apparent that the firest conclusion reached by Strachan wac
basically a phcnomena of social change, and not something necessarily
Christian. To be sure, he had cbserved the active laity in the rapidly

growing Pentccostal work in El Salvador. However, he had also seen the

R Eenneth Strachan, "Tomeorrow's Task in latin America,® Chuds-
tianity Today, III, No. € {December 22, 1958%, 3.)

o9 Do h-

‘R Kennoth Strachan, "Call to Witness,™ nternat Reviow
_-of Hisalong, IITT, (Mo, 270 {april,/ 196k}, 19k, j ,

Paad)
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samc principle at work in the Mormon expansion in the comtinent through

lay vmiscionaries. He had even recalled that ths » spread of Com~

mundan in this century has been accomplished by in which all the
members work arduously and devotedly. From this, he simply concluded
that in any Inman society, a cause cxpands as the believers of that cause,
led by their leaders, communicate their convictions to their fellows.
__— In terms of the Christlan chuich, the concept of total mobiliza-
tion focuses on the layman and on his active participation, not only in
the worship and l4fe of the congregation, but also in its ministry to the
commnity. And this holds true for both the layman in the sending
churches of the Christian miassion and for the layman of the younger
churches of the world. The concept means that in addition to the mis-
sionary and the national pastor, the layman must participate in evangel-
i;a 1f this rdnicstry is to be sguccessful, No mumber of missionaries and
no anount of modern technique and mass media can substitute for this.
The mative pastor, far from being the authorized agent of the evangelis-
tic outreach of his congregation, is rather the organiser of his people
for this f\mcueﬁ. The spontaneocus Gospel witness on the part of the
laymen to their families and countrymen constitutes the most effective
comunication of the message.
= Did Strachan and his collecaguce mean that the essential cause of
the expansion of the Church resides in a principle of sociology? No.
They simply obscrved that phenomena of social change in and according to
which the Holy Spirit extends the Church, God does not vioclate the human
when in the world He undertakes to relate it to Himself. This being the
case, those who work with Him in His evangelistic purposes must not only

know the Holy Spirit but alsc, man and the socliety of which he forms a
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part. Accordingly, one of the latin America Misaion apoh@f vrote ag
follows comcerning the expansiom of the Chareh through Dvangelism in
Depth in NMicaragua:s

<2 (4 I wouldntt want to give you the impresasion that by some clever
idea or strategy the church can forget the divine, supernatural fac-
tor and always be sure of success. 'hat happened in Ncaragua was
obviously the Holy Spirit'’s miraculous work, and without Him the
clevemat. most acr.lptural, beet organized strategy would de a
fajlure, T N )

2.2 |\ May—elil > me pasic Principles

“

—— The first comclusion about total mobility led Fenneth Strachan

and his friends to lay down several basiec principles or premises on the

basis of uhich to develop a plan of actiom.
l
g The Mobilization of Ivery Christian

—~—— Strachan stated the first principle as follows:
=2 (&) By the Holy gp: tumwm,

upon to be a wite -mm This is the key to fu
Great Commission. Ihcmm:ﬁworwmworngm
mmuﬁmmwarmummsanmtm,umm-
mary task of their leaderc is to mobilize and train them for contin-

uous, purposeful witness in every aresa of life.
Thic is the aforementioned key concept in the Christian setting.
QL2222 Nm mmu.ua the Framework of the Local Church
The second principle was expressed by Strachan in the following

way:

2 (f) This daily witness of the individual must center in the fellow-
chdp of coszmunal witness. The local church 15 the strategic unit
for effective, contimiing witnees., This involves a recognition of
the true mission of the local church as a testifying community set
down in the world not for purposes of self-oceeldng or sslf-defensc
but for disinterested ssrvice and faithful witness in a climate of

"They Shook the Country," lLatinm America Ivangelist (March-April,
1961)7’ Pe 3.)

-(R. Kennoth Strachan, "Some Fundamentals,® [latin America DCvan-
gelict {tarch-April, 1963)/, inside fromt emr.\
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true spirdtual worship and genuine reuouaup.{ Jhpd.

—— God doas not will that the loeal congragnuc;n be characterized by
a static existence. That i1s, the congregation 13 not to be self-centered
and thus indifferent to the religlous needs of the comsunity arcund about
it. lior 45 1t, out of fear or a sense of infariority, to content itself
vith a defensive stance in relation to its onviromment., As far as latin
America is concerned, up until recent times, the Protestant congregations
in many placos have aexisted in an unfrisndly enviromment characterized by
umiilling tolerance and, at times, by persecution. The latin American
Catholic Church, of cowrse, has sst the direction of this hostility,
However, the aboence of a witnessing loeal congregation is not always due
to internmal factors, such as, fear of its enviromrent. For, the missions
often so stress their own evangeli=n function that the evangelistic min-
istry of the local congregation is slighted., For instance, in certain
nonhioctoric church circles of the United Statses, there has prevalled a
type of evangelism unrelated to the local church, and this, no doudbt, has
been transferred to the mission fields where reopresentatives of these
circles serve. lhatever the causse of the static congregations in Iatin
America, this situation had to change, according to the latin America
Missian lsadars, if the evangelism responsibility of the missions and the
chwrches was to be fulfilled. For, the total Christian witness is to
have as its point of reference the local congropation.

In terms of evangelism, the local congregation is the particular
team to vhich the witnessing Christian belonge. In the local congregation
he receives encouragement to serve Qwist in the hostile world. Im his
local church, he i3 trained for his particular contribution to the evan~

g,
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gelism mission, The fruits of his evangelian efforts are conserved in

the local congregation.
SRS The United Witness of the Entire Body of Christ

Hemmeth Strachan stated this principle as follows:

7 This individual and cowmmal testinony must relate fruitfully to
the total witness of the entire Body of Christ., Thercfore in some
pracilcal wvay, without comprardise or blurrin: eof truth, with full re-
spect for conscientious differences and distinectives, but in cbedi-
ence tc¢ Christ's command and in recponse to His earmest prayer for
the Church, some tangible witness must be given to the unity of the

Body of Christ,.”
— That is, all of the Protestant denominations in a given area rst
cooperate in the work of evangelism. This 4= 30 because of the magnitude

of the task vhich no =ingle society or church can possibly accomplish
alone, However, ancther and nmore impelling reaseon exists for cooperative
evangrlicm, namely, to demonstrate the undversal quality of ths Cospel.
0f thils Strachan writes:
9 (4 1t %s equally & matter of the preeise nature of the witnese that
< ('8
a Church is required to give, If there is only one loxrd and Sav-
jour and only one Gospel, then how can hundreds of different groups
stresging their distinctives in isolation from each other give a
clsar and convincing testimony to the uniqueness of that Gospel?

Mectiaa wWtness thus requires some tangidble demonstration of
udty. Jan

For this reason, our Lord prayed %“that they may all be one « . . 50 that
the world may believe that thou hast seat we."'1  For this reason, Paul
urged the young Dphesian church within itz pagan enviromment to be “eager
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,™l2

= — Such cooperation wust be of -uch a nature as to require recogni-
tion of and respect for the doctrinal convictions and special gifts of

the respective groups. None must be asked or expected to compromisc his

“Iuad. Ymid.
1l3ahn 17:21. L2ooh. k3.
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ceherished positions. This means that vhat is done together between dif-
ferent dencminations will meet with the approval of all, at least as to
the main and basic points. Az to secondary points, we ocught u;be "ready
to sacrifico cur little ends for the sake of the *Big Bnd'."8 0f courss,
this principle does not suggest the cezsation of the dencminational svan-
gelisxe program; i1t rather urges that public witness be given by occasiomal
union evangeliam efforts. Furthermore, within the union evangelism ef-
fort, there will be ssme room WSEENSE for 48 distinctive denominstionzl
emphasis. That ig, during certain phacos within the united effort, at
one and the samc time, different denaninational contributions will take
place.
ol 2 A T™he Ainm to Reach the Entire laticnal or Regional Arxrea
——0f this principle, Kenneth Strachan stated the following:

2 / ?) The witness of all individuals end coomunities must aim at poth-

ing lcss than total and complete cutxeach. . « - For that reason it

is adviszable to think in terms of matural gcographic areas, in vhich

the precisc responsibility for caiplete outrsach and the problems
that 1 can be faced aud diseha.rgad by the resident Christian

farcec. SRR ,0{,,/ ol .r
¢ "“—T The command of Christ to evangelize cnvisions "the whole crea-
tion"5 ana a1l lgationa,“?'é O T e i sericusly. Al-
though the elder Strachan had dreamt of tho entire continent, his son and
friends thought it more practical to think in terms of a given repudlic
or, in the case of the larger republics, regions uithin them. The Church
dare not be at ease nor content herself with having dono well in a linited

-~ m{ém )'?m'o Task in latin America," Christian!ty To-

' S?fﬂﬂhfn 1 to Witness," e Internstional Review of Mis-
No. 210, 1954

M 16;15. {tht. 28:19.J
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area, if within the republic, areas remain uncvangeliszed. The principle
of total outreach also semdbraces svery soclological group within the na-
tion, such as, the different classes which are well merked in Latin Amor-
ica, and the different Indian tribes. Total outreach means that every
family must be approached with the invitation of Jesus Christ.
2.2 .45 The Adoptian of an Overasll Strategy
—— The latin Amsrica Misslion looked back on the adoption of this

. principleo as follows: "It was our conviction that the individual activ-

ity of all the believers and all the local churches and the co-operative
efforts of the sum of the different churches had all to be related to one

over-all plan of strategy that would aim at nothing less than the total

and effective cvangelization of the territory selectod."l{ -

" The effort to reach the entirs arca under consideration, involv-
ing the totality of the (hristian forces, must be organized and coordin-
ated, so as to avoid confusion and overlapping, and so as to achieve max-
imun effect. Tha basic method in the overall strategy will be the verbal
preaching of the Gospel., However, other means will complement the evan-
gelistioc preaching of the llord, such as, the use of mass media and the
utilization of the printing press. Cvery avalilable means and ability
will Ye employed in the sffort,

< Howsver, proclamation by the (hristian dsed of mercy ought to be
included in the evangelism program. It 1= to be directed toward the al-
lcv:latd.on]'of social need in benefit of both the non-Christian and the
Christian public. Conecerning this, W. Dayton Roberts wrote:

2 (1] Activities of this sort successfully relate the Gospel to the
gsocial as well as the spiritual needs of the country. They, too,

W1atin America Mission, Evancelism in Depth (Chicagos Moody

Preas, 1961)3 Pe. 29, ‘)

o
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mast be planned and coordimated, but never substituted for the direct
verbal testimony to the saving power of Jesus Christ. An apostolic
balance in socia)l concern can greatly doepen and enhance ths evangel-
istic outreach,ld

9 3 The Plan of Action
-Having established the basic principles, the latin America Mis-
sion leaders werc considering a comcrete plan of action, vhen the Billy
Graham Tvangelictic Association spomsored its first crusade in the Carib-
bean area. This crusade took place in 1958. Xommeth Strachan was able
to observe it first hand, and he and the latin /America Mission leaders
took fresh courage concerning the vision of their own work, As the men
cantimied in prayer, they finally came up with the following plan of
actiong
A=) The First Stage: Mobdlisation
- This stage constitutes the preparation phase of the program. It,
in tarn, contains several parts, uY -
The endorsement of the major denoinations.--Tn this first step, the
Iatin America Mission representatives propose the evangelism program to
the missionary and national church leaders of a given republic. “Wthout

the support and cooperation of the leaders, the program cammot be under-
taken.

{2! opening of the program office in a stratepie center,--Having securad
[\

the consent of the church leadars, the latin 2America Mission representa-
tives or advisors set up an office in a city, likely the capital of the
republic chosen for the evangelism effort., The office remains open for

the duration of the progran.
The retreat for missionary and chursh leaders.--The leaders of all the

1&4. Dayton Roberts, "New Dimension in zzvanennam,' latin Amor-
ica Evanpgelist (Nmm:bar-l)ecember, 1965), p. 18, ' )

-
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missionc and churches in the republic or region seslected, along with the

latin Ancrica Missoion advisors and perhaps somc guest preachers and Bible
teachers, gather for a retreat. The wives of the lesadera also partici-

pate, The retreat is held at a location removed from the work centers of
those who attend so as to facilitate concentration on the matters at hand,
This gathoring lasts for several days so as to have sufficient time for

prayer, Dible study, a fresh examination of the evangeli=m task that re-~
mains to bo accomplished, and a complote oriesntation of the program to be
undertaken. Ferhaps the principal objectdive of the retreat is to impart
a rencwed concern, 1f necessary, for the cvangelization of the area con-
cernad., If the leaders do not have this concern, they will not be able

to impart it to their people.

then clect a liational Coordinating Committee under whose direction the
progranm will be carried forward, in conduncﬂm tdt,h\tho latin America

Misslon advisors. In addition to t.ha @mwﬁutue, other com-~
alttees are named which will cover such aspects as finance, publicity,

music, training of laymen for participation in the program, literature,
visitation, physical arrangements, regional affairs, and so forth.
Prosotiai.~~A further aspect of preparation is promotion within the Pro-
testant commundty. It is carried ocut in several ways. For instance, ths
churchos and decnominational conventions receive visitors who explain ths
progran and impart inspiration for it. If radio broadcasting facilities
are available, regular promotional progranms may be prepared and given.
Many latin Amorican republics now have Protestant radio stations which
can facilitate this type of pramotion. Thon, the organizers and leadars
of the evangeliom effort publish a =mall but attractive newspaper for the



2

25
duration of the effort. This newspaper, entitled Tn Marcha which means

(Evangelias in Depth) On the March, ic designed for the Protestant public,
and, in addition to information and pramotional articles, it contains mu-
morous plictures of the evangelisa program activities taking place through-

lout the repudlic or regionm.

s orpanisation-of prayer-eslls.~-%iost important,® St.nelun urote,
el / A Y
"would be the formation of hundreds of omall prayer oolls.""g 'l'han eells'

are formed in the Christian coomunity throughout the natiom, and they
function for tho duratiom of the effort. This aspect of the preparation
aims at imploring the blessing of God on the evangelism program,
D 3 ,_’L The Second Stage: Traiming

Having completed the mobilization stage, the plan enters a train~
ing stage. A latin America Mission publication desacribed this phase in
the following ways:
(I1Z) If Tvangelism-in-Depth were to be a success, it would be meccs-

" sary, leaders saw clearly, to make cach Christian recognize that ths
Great Cormission was directed personally to him, and to give instruc-
tion not only in the basic tenets of the Gozpel but also in the best
methods of sharing it with others, These two important objectives
would be accomplished by means of the intensive training classes for
believers which were to take place before the evangelistic eanpad.gn.zo

That is, this second training stage aims at training the laymen of the
churches for active participation in the evangeliam program. As for
mothods to be taught, the instruction concerns personal evangelism, visi-
tation evanpgellsm, active participation in the crusades, and active par-
ticipation in the follow-up work.

. - In some csituations, it is possidble to train the laymen on an in-

19
et
261:1&1 America Mission, Evangeliom in Depth, p. 569
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terdenominational basis, Otherwise, the training takes place on a denon-
inational basis. The training course involves eight or twelve lss=ons
over a poriod of two months.
2.3.3 The Third Stage: Cvangelism

—————thon the mobilization and training ws are terminated, the
actual work of evangelism begins., The varidus evangelism activities fol~
low a gemeral sequence, although variations miy occur. Also, spontanecus |
evangelism activities which haw not been planmned by the advisors and co-
are encouragede
ordinators but which thess lsaders are happy to see, Seé&®, The activi-
ties that follow may last over a period of =ix nmonths.
‘The houso~to-house visitation.--Of thiesmsekvity, W. Dayton Roberts wrote,
"It i3 evident that this house-to-house rdnistry is the wvery heart of
The laymen who have been trained,
Evangelism-in-Depth."?! For-this-the -church-renbars-have_been-traincd,
and -for -this -they-have -been-wvalting., Théss:lApasn are divided into teams
of two, and then each team receives an assigned territory around its
local church. Vhen teams finish the territory around their local churches,
they will be given assigmments where no church exists. The aim is that
the covarage of the nation or region be as camplote as possible, The
teans distribute a Bible portion and a tract in cach house or apartment
visited; the national program office provides the literature for the
visitation campaign. The teams also invite the people to attend forth~-
coming evangelistic meetings, or they inform adbout local church activi-
ties., But the teams do more: they give a personal witnsss about the power
of the Gospel, and they are prepared to then and there press home the

claims of Cirist on those to whom they are speaking, If there is respon-

2[‘1-1. Dayton Roberts, "Is the Job Finished?® /Tatin America Evan-
geldist {Harch-April, 1963)7, p. 2.) i i
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sivencss on the part of the person or persons visited, the visit may end
with a prayer and persomal commdttiment to Christ.
“The local cvangelistic campaigns.-~At thisipoint, each cooperating congre-
gation sponsers an evangelism crusade or series of meetings in its church

building. The crusads may last for a week or more, The aim of these
series of meetings 18 to preach the Gozpel to the unconverted and un-
churched of the community., Thse latin America Misslion advicors and the
national coordinators are ready to advise the local churchses concerning
their local campaigns and to help thom sscure the services of ocutside
evangelists, rmsiclians, and other perscnnel. These local crusades take
place simaltancously throughout ths republic or regiomn.

The speeial evangsliom efferts.~~After the local campaigns have findshed,

a varisty of special evangelism efforts take place, almed at preaching
the Gospel to different groups in the republic or region. For instance,
special efforts are made to reach the childrem, young people, wamen, and
so forth., TYor work with these groups, specialists in these respective
fields are called in, and these direct the conventions, rallies, retreats,
classes, and so forth, involved. Anothor type of special effort concerns
people living in distant rural areas, in commection with which some kind
of social assistance is included., Jall vicitation and spseial school
prograns take place during this phasc of the program. Mobile audio-visual
units participate at this point and cinoma evangelism 1s carried out, In
general, the special efforts phase seeks to coplement and £ill in the
rest of the overall program, so that no segrent of society misses the
evangeliam impact.

‘The replonal-evanseliem campaigns. —-iogional cvangelism crusades now take
placa, Theso are evangelistic preaching missions designed to reach the
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unchurched commumity. All the participant congregations in a given area

sponsor and support these campaigns. Ths crusades often take place in
state capitals or other such larger population centers. The national pro-
gram office helps the regiomal crusade comditees so far as evangelists,
suodcians, and other participants are concerned. These regional campaigns
last for a wesk or more., st often, they are carried ocut on an inter-
dencvidrnational basis,.

Tim-pational-evenpeitimocsapaign. —The national ovangelism campaign held

in the capital of the republic is the climex of the whole program. It is
sponeored and supported by all the partdcipant congregations of the dif-
ferent denominations in the republic. It lasts two or three wseks. Out~
sdde evangelists and participants arc brought in for this final effort.
The meetings are held in a large stadium or coliseum rented for the occa-
gion. CDvery available means for advertisement is employed. On the last
day of the crusade, Protsstants from throughcut the nation parade through
the streots of the capital to the site of the meetings. They remain for
the final meocting, after which the evangeliam stage ends.
3.4 The Fourth 8@: Follow-Up

Once the evangeliam stage 1a:\campletad, the final stage of follow-
up begins. The prayer cells contimue to function as the peopls pray for
the concervation of the results. Yorkers visit the mew converts and
others who have shown an interest in the Gospel, in an effort to see then
attached to ane of the Protestant congregations. The churches may use
correspondence courses in an effort to conserve results. Finally, the
latin Amorica Mission leaders expect that different forms of evangeliam
actdvity will continue. Ome of the chief goals of the program lis
o leave belhiind a Christian Church that would ongage in contimuous evan-
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gelistic action. And the attaimment of thic last odbjective would be the
real mcasure of succoas."&‘ (
The Finances

Tho fipances needed for the progrom come froam both the lLatin Amor-
ica Misazion and the local cooperating churches. The Mission pays the
salaries of its oun persomnel sant in as advisors,
the honoraria and travelling expensces of the visiting evangslistic teanm
members who partieipate in tho campaigns, and the retreat expenses., The
local churches and missions pay all other local expenses, as well as mro-
vide hospitality for the visiting evangelistic team members.

The Iatin America fission provides advisora for the program in
general and for each of the major phases in particular, such as, vizita-
tion, prayer cells, trainming, and so forth, Between gix and thirtecn ad-
vizors, dopending on the size of the mrogram, participate. In genersl,
the local leadership, such as, members of the Netional Coordinating Com-
mittes, 28 on 2 volunteer and part~-time basis,

-~ The name of this program, Evangelism in Depth, attempts to des~-
cridbe its underlying theory. Concerndng this, W, Dayton Roberts pemmed:
.9( )] To add the dinension of to any evangelistic snterprise, ve
must take the spotlight o malpit and put it on the pew, away
fron the evangelist and onto the individual believer, Our thinidng
about evangelism must not be limited to a specific campaion in a
zingle place, within the four wmils at a particular time. Rather
it must be rooted in the total experience and witness of each Chris-
tian, and 1t must strive to give depth to the evangelistic message,
the ovangelistic activity, and the evangalistic agent., It must po

doop into the needs and experience of peopls, strengtherming their
Guistian faith, their evangelistic seal, their pursuit of holiness.

Evangelism-in-Depth seeks to relate ovangeliam to the totel 1life of

?mzm America Misslon, Lvangelisa in Depth, p. 31.)
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231:6 suggests some techniques which

This, then, is the theory of the program imown as Cvangelism in
Depth, But doss it work? Does it stand the stern and touchstone test
of reality in lLatin America? Uhat happened when it was talen out of the
prayer chamber and cosmittee room? U must now turn to the field appli-
cation of this evangelism program.

2Proverts, "New Dimension in Dvangelism, lLatin America Dvangelist,
PP 13"1146)
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-GRAPTER-TIT

‘THE APPLICATION OF THE PROGRAM IN NICARAGUA

ihe_ Setting
—~icaragua in area is a little larger than the State of New York.

Mountains divide the Pacific coast zide from the Caribbean coast side,
and land comsunications in the interior are poor. The country contains
some two thousand cities, towun, and villages, the largest and most impor-
tant of them being Managua, the capital. Stock raising and coffee pre-
duction are the prineiple ccenuify%c vities. The population, generally
mestizo in type, numbers about a -111 and a half, "At least two-thirds
of the people are illiterate, stratification is rigid and harsh,
poverty is deep and widespread, and the conditions of life are further

depressed by disease, gensral cultural backwardness, and the continuing
political dictatorship of the Somozas."l Since colonmial times, Catholic-
iss has beon the main religionm.

—The Protestant community ascends to only 20,000 comsmunicant mem-
bers. Protestant work has been establiashed in about two hundred of the
population centers, and in less than half of the county seats., The fol-
lowing are the Protestant missions at work in lMcaragua: American Bap-
tist Home Mission Soclieties, Assemblies of God, Central American Mission,
Church of God, Church of the Nazarens, Internatiomal Church of the Four-

James L. Buscy, latin American Political Guide (101:.}1 ed. revised;
Boulder, Colorado: The Printed Page, 19¢C), p. 12. )

3
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square Gospel, Moravian Missions, Protestant Epdscopal Church National
Council, United World Mission, and National Baptist Coavention. The two
Moravian groups have the largest sister church bodies. Although there is
an organized ILutheran immigrant community in Managua, the group depends
on the itinorant services of the Lutheran World Federation pastor in Costa
Rica.

3.2 = -The latin America Mission Preliminaries

In 1958, the latin America Mission leaders made an investigation
trip to NMcaragua. The following reveals some of the encouraging factors
that they discovered as they conaldered this country as a possible site
for the trial effort of the new evangelism program:

“11) Neighboring Mcarsgua presented a possibility. It was near enough.
The Protestant movement in the country, vhile not large, was fairly
robust and Micaraguan Christians were characterized by a simple faith
and ready spirit. Some fourteen Protestant groups were at work in
the country, representing the usual differences in theological and
ecclesiastical conviction and outlook. DBut the obstacles to co-
operation were not insurmountable. Moreover, in spite of the cus-
tomary political unrest, there was a prevailing liberal atmosphere
that offered ample guarantee of religious liberty. Finally, and
nmost important, was the fact that NMicaraguan Christians themselves
ware convinced that God'sz time had come for a forwvard evangelistic
thrust of some sort.".‘_'

J

At the same time, they found the following negative factors: "On the
other hand, the sise of the country (larger than the State of Femmsyl-
vanda and practically the size of Pngland), the lindted resources of the
Nicaraguan churches, and the fact that in those same days the Church of
Rome had launched a nation-wide 'Holy iission®, /3ic/ called for a careful
consideration and counting of the c.-.c:»st...'?is In :'iagax'd to the Catholic ef-
fort, ono hundred visiting priests had recently entered the republiec,

gﬁ'a‘wl(omnﬂ: Strachan, "Call to Witness," The International Review
ef Missglems, 1IIX, No. 210}1”»-11, 1926:%, 197-198.)

?M._. p. 198,
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Finally, ®the assurance that this was the direction in which the Lord was
leading"{‘-'.éause'd thé Latin America Mission lcaders to decide on Nicaragua,

—In 1959, the latin America Mission officially presented the pro-
posal of an Ivangelism in Depth effort to the Zvangelical leaders of Nica-
ragua, and it was accepted enthusiastically.
- - Baving received this endorsement and invitation, Strachan and his
colleagues returmed to Costa Rica, and, in the fall of that year, they
drew up their plans. Juan M. Isals, a Mexican rdssionary of the Latin
America !iission, who had been stationed the latin American community
of New York, was asked to serve as th*ﬁﬂuﬂ.'g:orﬂutw of the effort.
the coordinator staff. John Thomas of another mission, the latin American
Prayer Fellowship laboring in Mexico, was secured as coordinator of house-
to-house visitation. Fimally, two men working with the Navigators group,
George Sanchez and Sam Clark, agreed to participate as leaders of train-
ing classes and follow-up work. Vhen the campaign phase was reached,
fifteen others travelled to Micaragus to join the staff,

Then, in October, 1959, the Isai:z family moved to Managua to st
up the Cvangelism in Depth office. Right from the begimming, the spirit
of campaign and the sense of Divine drama, even in such details as set-

undertaking,

ting up an office, characterized the RESES Addifds Wi In SSortRatass
as ths following report reveals:

/The central office had to be set up, no small job in hot, leisurely
Managua. In God's providence, a Baptist layman offered rent-free the
use of a house fairly near the center of town. A telephone mmber
was secured at a time when it seemed impossible. A post office box
was rented, alsc an apparent impossibility., Water and electricity
were contracted. Crude unpainted tables and chairs were bought at
the mariet to serve as office fwrmiture., A refrigerator, set of

fmad.)
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canfortable chairs, mimeograph, clock, {ile cabimet, and typewriter
of seversl vintages were borrowcd, Haps of Micaragua were tacked on
the wall., Voluntser recruits werc lined up and put to work, one in
particular from the Nationel Evangelical Church serving faithfully as
unpaid office girl for several months of the campaign. The office,
with its big cloth =ign outside saying 'Evangelism-in-Depth--Through
God Ve Shall Do’vniantly,' soon became something 1like Grand Central
Statd.on, s o o

: J
S The latiopal Comwndttecs
‘The national committees had already becn namsd and were now begin-

iung to function. As for the Natiomal Coordinating Committee, a Baptist
banker by ‘e name of Rodolfo Mejia ms appointed president. The vice
presidents wore Risasl Lopes, the pastor of the largsat Central American
Mission congregation in Managua, and llapoleon Tapia, a Baptist business-
man and pelitvician. Qilberto Aguirre, another businessman and member of
the Central American Convention, served as treasurer, Other members of
the comittee included Fablo Abreu, in charge of the Chrch of God work
in Micaragua; Ignacio Hernandez, a Hazarenc pestor in Managua; Allen
'1:91;15, an American mizsionary in charge of the Foursquare Gospel work

in NMcaraguaj and Nazario Cscobar, & pastor and founder of a group of in-
dependent churches., The names of the committoe members reveal the large
mumber of Latin Americans involved.

T T 0ther committees in charge of prayer, finance, publicity, hospi-
tality, music, training, literature, visitation, looal campalzns, physical
arrangemontis, volunteer office help, radio and television, statistics, and
so forth, were appointed. In additien, population centers that had boen
choscn as locations for regional ovanrliom crusades had their own spe-~
cial coomi ttees,
& — The following are two realistic reports on the significance of

IRy —

@htﬁ.n America Mission, Evangelicu: in Dopth, (Chicago: Noody
Pr‘ss’ 1961)’ PPe 52-213.'

3y



3¢
all this orgamization:

2 ) It vas a wonderful thing to have 50 many (hristians assigned to def-
inite responsibilities. Outside of lanagua, often it represented the
first time Cludstians had been given a specific job to do, and doing
it on gn interdenominational basis helped strengthsn the new bonds of
ud ty. L.

~— The other:

7-'“ Zach commdttee was sent a mineographed list of instructions and sug-
gestions iwdhdch, if followed to the lstter, would have resulted in a
wll~organised, effective campai;n. But in Latin America perhaps
more than in other parts of the world, the persomal touch is all im-
portant, and everything was terridbly new to the people., Soms com-
mdttees didn't function at all. Iverything depended on who bolcggod
to thenm and how much time the coordinator was able to give them,!

o —In N3 small cormittes, two of the pastors had been on the oppo-

S

site sides of a church split that had occurred soms years before., However,

now they showed no animosity but, on the contrary, demonstrated their omeo-

ness in Christ, even though others involved in ths division were not yet
on speaking terms.
.Y The Prayer Cells

The lational Coordinating Comdttee was assigned the organization
of the prayer cslls throughout the country. The assigmment consisted of

making cantact with all the Protestant chmrches in the country and of
urging the members to form themselwves into small neighborhood prayer cslls
that should meet dally, if possibls, for the duratiom of the effort. This
phase of ths program began on New Year's Cve, 1959, with Watch NMight prayer
services in each church., In some cases, these prayer services were on an

interdenccdnational basis,

2 S The Publicity
On NHew Year's Day, 1960, the leadsrs and their helpers began the
distribution of 100,000 free pocket-size calenders with Scripture verses

(Im: Pe 380} ?m,-- e 38"'39-“
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on the back. As of the same day, 10,000 Protestant hames displayed an
attractive uindow poster which read, "For a better nation, God says, 'If
my people . « « shall humble thamselves and peray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will for-
give their sin, and will heal their land' (II Chromicles 7:11.).-‘..

- Two red lucdnescent bunper signz were also displayed by the Prot-
estant osmers Wcyclsas, motarcyclss, auntanobiles, tmd.a, and micro-
buses., f )Lead, nOnly Jesus Saves'? and "Problsms? The Bible Has
the Anmnr."j\o The Latin America Mission explained the significance of
the uss of these zigns as follows:

7 Car owners + . « know that such a label on their expensive piece of
[roperty would be an invitation to troublsmakers to damapge the cars,
But~--shat was more important, their property or their Christian tes-

tdmony as part of Evangeliam-in-Depth? To our knuﬁedg-, not a singh
ristlan famdly decided not to use the car signs.™

Again: "Hore than ome person who called out in derision, *'Cnly Qn-.tst.
doss not savel! to a passing car, was left with seeds of doubt and cwri-
ogity in his heart, which evon‘hnny would 1ead to seeidng the true teach-
ing of the Rible on the subject."n This significance of the signs and
their usec stems from the traditional and dominant Roman Catholic setting
in which Protestants have often been considered intruders and schismatics,
and in which the mediating virtue of the saints and the Virgin Mary is
popular,

The latin America Mission, for its part, contributed to the pudb-
licity vith e biweekly newspaper ¢x2isd "n Harcha and with 2,000 large

posters uhich outlined the program activities and contained the phrase,

8xoted in ibid., p. bl. 9uoted in ibid.
10moted 1n gbid. Lmid., pp. L1-l2.
12ndd., p. L2.
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"Evangslicals of Nicaragua Uzr.ltedl"’:? ¥
- ~The integrating lines on all the publicity was Dvangelism a Fondo,

that is, Cvangelism in Depth,

2.0 The Retreat for Ieaders
A1l of the Protestant groups woridng in Hicaragua were represented
at the retreat sponsored by the Iatin Amerdica lilssion and held near lasa-
tepe from Jamuary L4-8, 1960. Some 250 pastors, missionaries, lay leaders,
and wives attended. The site of the retreat was & rustic coffee planta-
tion. The day and evening seassions were devoted to prayer, devotions,

the axplanation of the program, and instruction in evangelism, UVarm fel-~

lowship took place betwsen the mestings. A latin America Mission reporter

described the final service:

3( 4 &a the last nmight there was an all-might prayer meeting., About elsven
o'clock we all gathered in the arbor and began singing. The service
closed the next morning somsuhere botween five and six, I thought it
would drag, but it didn't. There were times of testimony, there were
long periods of prayer, there were times of song, there were messages.
The very last thing, jJust as daylight was becoming clear all around
us, we had the Lord's Supper together--pationals and missionaries

from tuﬂ.vo different groups, worshipping together in the sacred com-
munion, *

The » Phass

The months of Jamuary and February of 1960 were set aside for the
training of laymen to participate in the evangelism effort. The leaders
chose thirtesn strategic cemnters in the republic in vhich to give the in-
struction on an interdencminational basis, and the plan included that, in
addition to the main centers, subsidiary locations be included for train-
ing classes to be given on a congregational basis., That is, visiting
teachers taught the course in the main centers, and local pastors taught

their own peopls in the subsidiary locationz. The course involved eight

Buoted in fbid., p. 104  (Pirmad., p. 53,
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weekly classes, Even though, as a ruls, the pecple are poor, the Evan-

gelism in Depth leaders charged a fee for the instruction, for the fol-

lowing reasons:

V' fo make the lessons mean move to each perticipamt, and to eli-
minate at the outset those of marginal interest, it was boldly deci-
ded to charge an enrollment fee, to include the cost of the booklets
and materials each member would receive. This fee scarsely covered
g4 e s bt

Each student received two Mavigators Bible study booklets, along with a

corresponding pacicet of cards with Bible verses printed on them, and he

was to £il1l 4in the lessons and lasarn the asszigned Bible verses for each
class. That 45, the course in all the centers was ons and the sams, The
lsssons took up the following topics:

iy every bellever should be a frultful Christian,

ihat are the requisites for being a fruitful Christian?

The lYoxrd of God inm the 1ife of ths believer.

Prayer in the life of ths believer.

The testimony of the fruitful discipla.

The discipls and personal work,

The discipls in the care of new believers,

The disciple as a ec:nmsnelm'.:'-6

The following results of these courses were noted by the Latin America

- Mission advisors: "Pastors found that whercas before the training period
"' 1t had been difficult to find even one or two officials of the church
' qualifiod and ready to help in the work of visitation, now a good majority

of the total congregation wvas ready to pitch in."l7 This was the case

ru., vp. 50-59.) féoted in 1b4d., pe 58
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with the courseas taught in the main conters chosen. However, conceruning
he courses taught by the local pastors in the subsidiary locations, 7
wath fow exceptions these were not properly organized or twc.ﬂzé_ :
“After the training of the laymen had been completed, the Evangel-
ism in Depth leaders organized their forces for the visitation campaign.
The aim of this phase was 'tobringamrdnrtesuwandhauacospll
portion in each of the estimated 226,000 housas in the repudblic.®*” mst.‘,']
they chose certain strategic centers for intensive visitation. They could
undertake no more in visw of the limited time--two woeks--set aside for
this phase of the program, but they hoped that, once Evangelism in Depth
wvas findched, the local Christians would continus until all the houses
had been visited. Several outside organizaticns made valuable centribu-
tions during this phase of the effort., Tlor instance, the Amsrican Bibdble
Society not only provided the Bible portions for the distribution, but
also lant 1ts agents from Honduras and Cuatemala. Also, the Moody lLiter-
ature Mission and other organisations provided the tracts for this phase
of the program. Fimally, the teams wont cut two by two to assigned areas,
— Just how did they approach a given house? The following eys wit-
ness report of the method employed by the coordinator of this aspect of
the progran, Jolm Thomas, gives tha answer:
2(f T watched John closely as he knocked on the door. He explaimed to
the lady of the house that he was one of a group from the local Bap-
tist congregation and that they were visiting the homes of the city
in order to make a present to each family of a portiom of the Word
of God, 'Could we coms in,' he asked, fand explain the contents of

the little booklet?' The lady received us politely and in no time
wo were seated in the sala and launched upon a discussion of the

-u;ﬁ., Pe 105-) ”%m.? Pe 65..';
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Coepel, 20
The following is the experience of a Mcaraguan visitors
z There was ons humble believer in the C.,AM. church in Mana-
fudy « « o Who went out to visit and found himself in front of an
elegant home, He looked down at his threadbare clothing, symbol of
his uneducated, poor status in 1life, and knoew he was completely out
of place in ringing that doordell and trying to witmess for Christ,
But--he had promised the lord to cover this areal! Almost trembling,
he rang the bell, It turned out to be tho home of a prosperous law-
yer. liore important, it turmed cut that Cod had prepared the lawyer's
heart to be interested in the Goepeli?l [

Durdng the course of the visitation phase, comversions were re-
ported. Amcng the houses v:lsitad, there were "many in villages hitherto
untouched, "aa In general, ‘all felt encouraged about this phase of the
program; however, there was "a marked shcld.ng up in visitation once the
initial effort had come to an enll."'zg
@ <= . The Regional Carpadgms

In March, 1960, thirteen regloncl cvangelism campaigns of two
waeks duration were organdzed and carried out in the Nicaragua Dvangelism
in Depth effort. The following were the stategic centers chosen for these
crusades: lasays, Bluefields, Puorto Cabezas, Julgalpa, Masatepe, Diriamba,
Estell, leon, Somoto, Matagalpa, Cormito, Granada, and Rivas., For thase
campaisns, the Iatin America Mission coordinators had secured the ser-
vices of oevangelists, musiclans, and a chalk artist, from Colambia,
the United States, Cuatemala, Costa Rica, and Scuadar, The regionzl com-
mittees advertised their meetings with handbills and street banncrs. In
all of the crusades, ths Christians sang the following theme song camposed
by Isais:

s shall win icaragua for Jesus

mm._- PPe 6L~-65, 2 s Pe 3.
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If together we hattle for Him;

All the mation ' shall honor the Saviour
ind show forth His great power over sinj
To the fight, then, with holy devotion,
Preaching Christ to the lost everywvherel
loyal Christians, unite!

Save our land for the Rightl

For Jesus will soon be herefdlf

S —The llasaya campaign drew matiomal at‘;entaoa, although not of the
kind that the regional cemittee had plarmed for. Three amall congre~
gations of the Foursquare, Nazarene, and Baptist denominations had joined
hands for this crusade. They had rented a plaza for the meetings, and
secured the services of an
they had bosn-—zzzigned-s-Sudelitih evangelist and & B28BaR musician, In
order to attrect attention, the Protestants had staged a parade, and
they had played Protestant music over a loud spsaker before the evening
meeting. On the firat might, a larges crowd had assembled, and some had
even raesponded to an imnwitation to believe in the Christ of the Bible,
Then, Catholic opposition drew up and distributed a flyer in the town.
In addition to threatening the excammmication of those who facilitated

and attended the meetings, the flyer contained these words:

=% liuch less will Micaragus ever progress., Forhaps for this reason we
are moving every day nearer chaos, because PROTESTANTISM is for
mmamum,awm,mﬂ%&m»ww
FREEDON OF WORSHIP it has intruded like poverty.<’/

But this was not all. The Iatin America Mission coordinators

reporteds

~ On ‘iussday night a Spanish priest, vho was directing the Holy Mission
at that time, passed by the meeting place followed Ly a small caravan
of cars and bicycles. They honked their horns at top volume in an
effort to drown out the voice of don Fedro spealosr/. A few min-
utes later they returmed with reinforcements and this time d to
drive at lsast one truck right into the meeting to dlsturd it. 6

2ly - 25
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St4ll, the attack was not ovor, for Miocaraguan newspapers had been

informed of the happenings, and they appearcd with front page headlines
1lile, %Hzsionary priest assaulted in liasaya by group of ewnsts,"z?
and "Catholics of that locality yesterday preparsed a serious pcrotoat."za
That i3, ithe facts had been tuisted., All of this further aroused emo~
tions, and disturbances contimmd throughout the week.
‘ -Even though the Mcarsguan Protestants had throughout their his-
tory axperienced Catholic opposition, the magnitude of tiis intent dis-
couraged the Masaya regiomal committec. They would have moved to ome of
the church bulldings for the remainder of the meetings, had not Isais en-
couraged them to be firm. They did remain firm until the end of the cam-
paign and thus won not only a moral victory but a victory for religious

Hiberty. Furthermore, in spite of all the disturbances, ome of the mem-

bers of the liasaya committes could repori, "Cvery might souls whe were

convinced of the divine truths went foruard manifesting their disposition
to accept Christ as persomal Saviour. About 80 people made this deci-
sdom. -29./ -

The leadsrs of the Diriamba campaign reported the following con-
cerrdng the man contracted to prepare the streetl banners:

% A local sign painter agreed to do the job, slthough he was not an
evangelical. later the experience brouzht him results: The Cath-
olic priest called him a traitor and refused to allow him to par-
ticipate in a friend's wedding; so the young painter dscided to gi
& hearing to ths Gospel and was soundly converted in the campaigni-

In Bluefields, the campaign was comducted in the Snglish language, since

the majority of the population comsists of Vest Indies negros., The loeal

churches of Huefield had not worked together in public prior to this

2Tucted in §bid., P 78,  2Houcted in ibdd.
29 moted 1n ibid., p. 60. %mdd., p. 85,
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time. In Puerto Cabeszsas, three langunges were used in the evangelisa
canmpairn, namely, the Spanish, the Inglish, and ths Indian language cal-
led Miskito,
P — The regiomal evangelism emdeavours were organized undertaidngs.
However, from time to time the latin America liissiom advisors reported
unschaduled activities, such as the following:

{

= (" / There were often times when informal, interdenouinational Gospsl
teams bandod together to preach amxxd visit an unevangelized area. On
low Yoar's Day, a Baptist pastor, a C.i.l{, missionary and a C.A.M,
pastor went to the lonesoms town of la Gateadm, visited house to
house and held a meeting. Nine cggapt.ed Christ and a family offered
its home for any future meetings!

The lational Campadim
. - After Caster of 1960, the Evangelism in Depth effort in Nicaragua
reached its climax in the three-week national evangelism carmpaign held in
Managua. DBy way of preparation for thiz, 5130 AM, prayer meetings were
organized in the churches. The comrdttee decided to hold the meetings on
ths athletic field of the local Baptist school, and this, in turn, en-
tailed bullding a platform, installing lights and a sound system, bring-
ing in benches, and so forth. The team chosen to lead the meetings in-
cluded the following: for evangelist, Jose lMaria Rico, a lNicaraguan ex-
priest who had boen working as a missionary with ths well-known inter-
denominational Bolivian Indian Mission; the chalk artist, Victor Garrido
of ths Latin merica Mission; for soladst, Goorge Sanchesz of the Naviga-
tors; for song leader, Juan Isais; and for master ef ceremonies, Baptist
banker and president of the Natiomal Coordinating Cosmittee, Rodolfo
HMejia. A urdon choir was prepared to sing nightly,
——— The cormittee used posters for publicity. Also, the Nicaraguan

Apid., p. 7.
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Cospel Radio Statiom gave continmuous coverage caoncerning the campaipgn,
In addition, there was a half-hour televisiom program featuring the chalk
artist, vhich served to advertise the crusade. Concerming the commercial
newspapers and radio stations, the Iatin America Mission coordinators re-
ported that ®in spite of an obviocus reluctance on the part of both the
press and the radio stations to grant the legitimate use of such medla—
here and there notices were secured.™Z Another r;port told of the fol-
lowing umisual and effesctive means of advertisings
[ (4 One big boost in publieity came uvhon the comnitiee was adle to
socure the services--freely offered--of a friendly pilot in ths Nic-
araguan Adr Torce to drop fliers amnocuncing the meetings over every
section of the city. Ilearly 400,000 pieces of literature were drop-
padinﬂncmn's.ottham‘%@anddida great deal to alert the
public to what was going on.”r \
Over the years, liberal-minded military men, caspecially the younger offi-
cers, have often showun friendship toward Protestant missions.

Then, perhaps the best publicity of all happened in an unorganized
way--the traditional opposition., It started with a telephone call for the
evangslist on the afternoon before the opsning meeting. The latin America
Mission reported it as follows:

'Iibllo,* he said politely, and then froze and turned pals at tha tor-
rent of abuse and demunciation that came owver the wire, He was, said
a farimine volce, gullty of the greatest immoralities, unspeakably
vile, a renegade and a breaker of homes. And he was wvarmed that if he
persistaed in preaching that might in that Protestant meeting, she
would malee known to the mewspapers the worst of personal charges.3d |

Some latin Americans deeply resent a man who renounces the priesthood. Im
addition, a man called to warn Rico of possible personal attack that night.
Although the pastors were requested to be on the alert for any trouble, no
violance occuxyed at the meeting, However, on the following day, the news-

a9
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papers of lianagua did attack Rico. "He was an imposter, he had been ex-
pelled from the ministry for inoompetenoe and immoral conduct--so chargsd
prominent ecclesiastical mt.horiues,ﬂs the latin America Mission co-
ordinators reported. later in the wesk, 2 daily carried a large photo-
graph of the carmpaign platform and rows of empty seats--obviously taken
in the afternoon--and claimed that the Protestant crusade had been a
failure, All of this only amounted to extra publieity for Cvangelism in
Depth, ac the following report of the coordinators indicates:

(27 ) The result of such unfair attacks was what might have been ex-

pectod, Popular sympathy was aroused on behalf of the visiting evan-
@gelist; the crowds turned ocut might after night, growing steadily;
time was secured over four cammercial stations in addition to YHOL
for remote control broadcasting of the message each night. All over
the clty and throughout the republic thousands tuned in to listen to
the famous sermons which were being criticized so vigorocusly by the
indignant local clergy.36

One highlight of the last week of the campalign was an invitation
to the team and comnittee members to visit Iuis .~ Scmosa Debayle,

tho\ma{idaatd'tbmuc. The following is a report of that visit:

one of the chalk drawings and the magic black light of which

. Mnmam:amgmtmmmammt-
edly over the radio and that he liked very much--'How Great Thou Art.?
The conversation went on to the effect of the Gospel in transf
the lives of people, and time flew by as questions were asked.?’

The parade, veported as follows, was gtill another climactic event of the

campaien?

e paradg/ took place the afternoon of the last day of the crusade
as same seven to eight thousand MNicaraguan GQuistians carrying banners
and texts marched proudly ithrough the maidn streets of thse city sing-
ing the choruses and hymns that had been on their lips through all
the jJoyous months of campaigning. Block after block, twelve abreast
or more, they marched and sang, while the populace of Managua looked

3 ! oo Po 97-) 36&- -
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on ani ponderwd.38

Over seven thousand people attended the closing meeting of the
campaign, and with this the public phase of Dvangsliam in Depth in Nic-
Sragua was over,
: The Follow-up

e local churches were in chargo of the follow-up, but they were
not left to their own rescurces. Rico agresd {0 remaln in thoe country

?

for six weeks for local evangelism efforts of thres days duration. It
was thought,” the latin America Mission advisors sald, "that such meet-
ings would serve as a bridge from the bdg crusades to the smaller and
regular order of meetings in the clurch sanctuaries.®?? Other churches
organized mestings with other special speakers for the same purpose.
Furthermore, Clark of the Navigators remained for three months after the
other Iatin America Mission workers left, in order to "wisit the churches,
encourage tho pastors in the work of visitation and follow-up, and in
every way possible seek to spark a continuing witnessing activity on the
part of cach (hristian in his church,®iO
The Finences
Although the Evangeliem in Depth effart in Micaragua cost tudce
as puch as the initial calculation, the total bill came to no more than
$L0,000, The Latin America Mssion paid 325,000 of thds, and the local
churches and missions comtributed $15,000,
The_Swamary
Three weeks after the close of ths effort, latin America Mission
leadors met with the Micaragua pastors and comrittee members in order to

3¥maa. ) 3@., p. 100,
“reaa, )
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make an appraisal of the Evangelism in Depth program. The local reactions
were enlightenming. For instance, concerming the significance of the re-
treat for leaders, the Iatin America Missiom advisors noted thse following
opinion:

5 ‘The phase of the overall effort uwhich drew the greatest commenda-
tion was the pastors' retreat held at the very begimming. The his-
toric gathering of an overvhelming majority of the Christian worlers
of all the evangelical groups in the country to confront the challsngs
of a nation-wide witness and to concider a concrete practical plan for

carrying it out was of incalcuadble s:lgnﬁoanoa for the history of the
evangelical movement in lnearagua.}‘ ( )

Trom this the Latin Anerica lssicn adviscrs deduced, not only the
importance of the retreat, but also the inmportance of including the lay
church members on the local level in sorme kind of ministry of renewal,

The following is ancther important evaluation on the part of local
leaderss '"The visitation program was hailed by the pastors as ome of the
best features of the entire movement., liany were the testimonies of
church members auskened and blessed and new souls won to the Inrd.'hé

Of course, ths local leaders praised the united campaigns, and
there was no denying their importancs froz the standpoints of evangeliom
and ecumenicity., At the same time, the latin America !Mission coordinators
reported that "the bigpest danger in connsction with then was the tendemcy
ofthaazﬁ.atianstoeomidertha-uthechhtendandzmlotﬂnenﬂra
effort of Dvangelism-in-Depth, ™3 wereas Wthose crusades were designed
to serve as a stimulus to the persomal witma@aifui and vigitation which
would both precede and fellow such meetings.™l Also, some of the local
pastors camplained that some of the vislting ovangelists “pressed unduly
for decisions, confusing coutward manifestations for an immer work of grace

“mag., p. 103 W¥uig,, p. 106.)
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and, as a result, had offended some of their listeners.™5 The suggestion
was made to replace the traditional raising of hands and coming forward ¢o

an inquiry room with "a short aftermeeting for interested people and a
progran of persomal follow-up visitatd on, 6
Yas the response cbtained by such an imvitation method lasting?

Concerming thiz, the latin America Mission coordimators reported the fol-

lowing:
%" Vor months afterward NMicaraguan pastors told L.,AM. leaders of the
cantimiing results. Some said its impact scemed to be snowballing.
An unprecedentead mmber of seelers were visiting churches all over
the republic, frult from the 'mtoreaatt.able days of Cvangelism-in-~
Depth, as the pastors put itia7

The latin America Mission itself bLelicved that the effort had
besn a succeas., The following three quotations sum up their own appraisal
of Emcplia in Depth in Micaragua:

There was first of all the amaging success in mobilizing a great

majority of the total evangelical mmmhtg in the country from
practically every church and denomination.

There were many othsr wortindille things accomplished: an unde-
niable evangelistic outreach and impact upan the entire coumtry,
from the president on down; the training of hundreds of lay Chris-
tians for active service in their own churches; the vision imparted
to scores of laymen; the new hope and energy instilled in more than
one pastor who came to see his cangregation in a mew light--a com~
munl ty of everyday (hrigtians brought together by Grace to serve
and witiess for Christ. 47

Perhaps the greatest accomplishrment of all was that the effort
in Micaragua, with all its defects anxdi irperfections, its inadequate
forces and material resources, had nevertheless demonstrated what
could be dope by the Christians in one republic effectively to reach
the entire country for Christ if there was a will and a clear plan
of mzkow }, /7 109

7’

~

—
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x Ypga., p. m-n2, X .s Po 112,




3131 gaiu.,,] LA so
Int the summary statistice have the £inal word:

SO0 prayer cells organized.
2,000 Christians instructed in the training cowses,
&5,000 homes visited,
195,000 Bible portioms and tracts distribduted,
- 126,000 pecple who attended the campaigns (aggregate attendance).
2,500 profesasions of faith.



CHAPTER IV

" THE APPLICATION OF THU PROGRAM IN COSTA
RICA, GUATEMALA, AND HONDURAS

Costa zgca
—Costa Mca, the scene of the second Dvangelism in Depth effort

sponsared by the latin America Mission, is but one third the siszse of
Nicaragua. As for population, at tho time of the evangelism effort,
that is, in 1960-61, it ascended to 1,200,000. Basically, the popula-
tion lives off the land, and, happily, land distridbution since colomial
times has been more equitable in Costa Rica than in any other latin
American republic, That is, motive for social and economic unrest has
been less in this repudblic than in other places of the continent., As
for the cultural level of the people, about 807 enjoy literacy. Costa
Rica 1leads all other Central American countries so far as railway and
highway commanications are concerned. Finmally, zovermment, with its

seat in tho capital, San Jose, has bean relatively =table for over three-

quarters of a century,

—34x years ago, sixteen missions were at work in Costa Rica, and
the country had a Protestant emdcmﬁaanmberahip of 16,000, As for
Lutherans, the Iutheran World Federation provided a pastor for a Duro-
pean dlaspora congregation. Concerning the Protestant Church, the Latin
Amerdcz Misaslon reported that tha "Evangelicals of the country had long
besn guilty of an underdog complex, airaid to do much of anything that

51
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might attract the attention of authorities." However, after these Chris-

tians had followed the developments of Svangelism in Depth in neighboring
NMicaragua, they urgsd the latin America Mission to sponsor a si.-ﬁ.hr ef-
fort asmong them, and 95% of the congregations pledged their coopération.
The Iatin America Mission, for its part, could not deny their earmest
plea,

—-Once again, Juan Isails served as the lLatin America Mission co-
ordinator of the Fvangelism in Depth effert. First, he organized the
National Coordinating Cosmittee which was composed of two representatives
from each denomination or group. This commlittee elscted the following
officers: the lMethodist pastor Carlos luis Jimenes as president, the
Central American Mission pastor Rafasl Baltodamo as vice president, the
Central American ission pastor Jose Ramon Aguilar as the recording sec-
retary, the Baptist pastor Adrian Conzalez as corresponding secretary,
and the TIFC radio station manager Franklin Cabeszas as treaswrer, As for
the orgamisation of the committees, one difference from the Nicaragua ar-
rangement concernsd denominational activity, The latin America Mission
advisors explained it as follows:

(') cities where more than one evangelical group had a church were or-
gardzed as united regional oenters, including Costa Rica's minia-
ture metropolis, San Jose. But other towms and areas, vhere only

onz denomination was preaching the Gospel, would be the responsibil-
ity of a denominational cormittee naned to direct all the activities
of that particular group. The result was a strengtheming of Lvangel-
isn-in-Depth on & denominational level, and as it turned cut, a .
wider outreach into even the tiniest hamlet= of the country.'z'( . D

The organization of the prayer cells was in charge of Christine
Thor of the Ilatin America Mission. The retreat in October, held

ilat:ln Amorica Mission, Evangelism-in-Depth {Chicago: Moody
Press, 1961}, p. 123, ;

Tmig., ». 119
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at a Southern Baptist retreat center, dreow 300 pastors and lsaders from

eleven dencainations and five interdenominational groups. On that day,

the first issue of En Marcha appeared.

< T The first public activity of the effort wvaz a Reformation Day

rally, hweld in a downtown San Jose theater with the name la Reforma-~the

Reformation. Two thousand people attended to see the presentation of the

Katiomal Coordimating Committee and a documentary film of the Micaragua

effort, as well as to hear the messages. To be sure, there could have

bsen no more fitting date for the veginning of the effort designed to
proclair the message of the Gospsl to Costa Riea,

& —ihe training phase consisted of two weekly classes over a five

wesok period. The course was taught in eleven different centers of the

republic,
he visitation phase began im Jamary, 1961, for which the Amer-
ican Bible Soclety, the Moody literature Mission, Christian Service, the

Ribls lleditation league, the Seripture GAft Mission, and other organiza-

tions provided Bible portions and literature., Some participating con-

gregations met with an unexpected response to their visitation progran,
as may be seen by the following report:

(2) Another Latin America Mission-affiliated group, in Desamparados,
was anazed to see its tiny Sunday School double in attendance after
the vizitation campaign began. The pastor, Fabriciano Chacon, con~-
cluded that wvhile the towm had always boen conzidered a *hard' field,
apparently the ‘hard' omes had actually been the Christians vho had
not gone out to preach Christ to their neighbors.< '

Another report concerning the visitation phase is of significance, reading

as follows, "Owven in the most fanatical tounms, opposition was anght.lﬂﬁ

Bruratan America News Fromt,® latin America Bvangelist (March-
April, 1961), insert.)

%‘htin America Mission, Evapgelism-in-Depth, p. 123.
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The tolerant spirit of John XIXIII, who in 1959 had called for the Second
Vatican Council, had begun to affect all quarters of the church, even the
most conservative quarters.
_ The leadors of the Costa Riea effort made an important addition
to the program to follow immediately after the visitation phase and to be
of particular concern to the denominations, The latin America Mission
explained it as follows: "Shortly after the visitation campaign got on
its feet, churches were encouraged to invite guest speakers for local
evangelistic campaigns. Each denomination was responsible for this
phace." Of course, such an arrangement would not only make for greater
evangelistic impact, but it would also be more acceptabls to groups of a
strong denominatiomal character. The latin America Mission sister
churches took advantage of the new local campalign phase as follows:
" LeA e churches enjoyed visits from nine Wicaraguan pastors who had
sxperienced Evangelism-in-Depth in their own parishes last year, plus
a pastor from Honduras, two Bible Soclety workers, and two Spanish-
spealdng pastors who took fmissionary journsys' from New York City.©
---St411 another addition to the program occurred in the Costa Rica
effort, namely, endeavors to reach special groups. The latin Ameriecs
Dvanpelict reported that these special endeavors included "a myriad of
activities for children, young people and umiversity studemts.™ Con-
carning activities for children, the magazine reported:
1) tore than 150 Good News Clubs for children were organized in
Guristian hames, involving the training of hundreds of teachers,
helpers, and hostesses, }Mr. and Mrs, Iarry lorensen of Child Dvan-

galism Fellowship headed up this project. Dailly xacauon Bible
Schools were also promoted throughout the nation,

Sulatin America News Fromt,® Iatin America Dvangelist, insert,

“mid. Tpad.
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There was also a rally for children in the National Gymnasium, a large
arena in the capital. Concerning evangelism among the umiversity students,
a Protestant fellowship group at the University of Costa Rica distrivuted
hsbo Now Testaments to fellow students and 350 Bibles to the professors,
In addition, the Martin Luther film was shoun in public theaters for which
university students were given a special invitation, and permission was
obtained for a student rally in the university suditorium. 0Of couwrse,
such special activities and endsavors made the evangelistic outreach more
campleate,
&~ Follouwing the endeavors to reach special groups, ten regional
evangelisn Mgns, carried out in population centers where more than
one denmﬂ.mt;gn\hbmd, took place,
, “The é&—a}nk national evangelistic campaign, held in the month of
| April, was the high point of the Costa Rica effort. The series of meet-
ings took place in the Nstional Oymmasium with a capacity of /6000 pecple,

but only after the Protestant leaders had endured weeks of megotiations
with ths Hational Sports Commission before permisaion had been granted.
The lsaders advortised the campaign through the press, radio, and tele-
vision, and the rcetings were broadcasted by both a commercial station
and the Protostant station TIFC, Comcerming the uss of television, the
Latin America Hiussion advisors reported:

. r’.,

&

w7 Maybe time could be secured on the television station, people said,

but the program would have to be fcultural! with no direct mention
of the Gospel. Juan Isails visited the owner of the statiom and in
no tims had a contract for a weekly telecast, unashamedly evangel-
ical, a} the best time of all /8ic/ 9100 to 9:30 on Saturday
mghtsy”

Such incidents as this make up the drana of Protestant advance in modern

7latin America Mission, Evangeldsm-in-Depth, pp. 124-125. )
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Latin America. As for the team members of the nationmal campaign, the

leaders secured the services of Fermando Vangionl of the Plymouth Brethrenl
Church in Argentina; John Mosiman, a chalk artist from the Voice of the
Andes radio station in Ecuador; and the former opers singer Francisco
Bilboa from Chile,

- —During the progress of the natiomal campaign, a press controversy
took place concerming ths use of the Matiomal Cymnasium by Protestants,
but especdally comcerning the late withdraiml of psrmission for a parade
which public authorities had previously given to Protestants. Prior to
that tima, Protestantz had never beon grantad permission for a parsde,

It uvas to have been the climax of the Zvangelism in Depth effort and to
have marked mmmmmawmmumuma.
In spite of Protestant appeals to both ?um t of the republic and
to the supreme court, the cancellation of permdt was upheld, Govern-
ment anthorities dafended the cancellation as a measure to prevent dis-
order in a pre-elsction year., At the sames time, the latin America }dssion
reported that "an official declaration of tho Roman Catholic Church ad-
mitted manipulation of govermment authorities to revoke the parade liconse
Mmmummwmnmthmmr.'@’ preerrone
mgmmmmnnmwmmnmu:onm:
" Story of the week in Costa Rica was that the president of the SIP
(Interamerican Press Seciety) Ricardo Castro Beeche and his .
% daily 'Ia Nacion'® remained silent while most M@u--
papers sided with the Protestants to denounce the goverment's pusil-
lanimous and anti-constitutional attitude. Editor Castro Beeche, as

mmm.mmmmuupmmmmmum
minority rights and fighting goverment censorship.* I

J

1% 1atin America News Fromt,” latin America Evangelist (May-June,
19&); P' 1.30 )
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Put cdmply, the debate was another incident in the astruggle for religioucs

liberty in a traditionally Catholic country. In the midst of it all, at-
tendance increased at the campaipgn moetings, and "scores came foruard
nightly in response to the clear presentation of the Cospel by Argentine
evangelist Fernando Vmg:loui."'ﬁ' (

e deed

Staticstics of the Costa Rica effort include the following:

1,000 prayer cells organized.

4,000 lay workers instructed.

176 Bible clubs and Daily Vacation Bible Schools conducted.

100,000 Bible portions and 300,000 tracts distributed.

The latin America Mission gave the following early assessment of
the lasting results of the effort:

U | Hew believers in substantial numbers are reported by pastors to have
' sweliled attendance at their churches.

iore 1istic zeal among church members i1s also ssen by the min-
isters. fkmy believers testify that the visitation program was the
groatest experience of their Christian 1ife.
Tollow-up of interested individuals contacted during the visitation
and evangelistic campaigns contimues, with many finding Christ.
TV sexdies begun during the San Jose campaisn has been taken on by a
muber ol local churches in a rotation system, assuring continuation
of the uiiness at the prize Saturday anizht hour of 9:00-2:30,
Good News Clubs, originally schedulcd for five weeks in Janmuary and
Tebruary, persist as a permanent part of the outreach of children in
rnany congregations.

Und ty in Chiist is more palpably sensed among Glristian%ot different
denganat.ions, fruit of the united evangelistic effort.,* /

In the light of the foregoing, it is not surprising that the latin
America IMlasion, in its mission directors! mecting of September, 1961, took
the following action:

ot ( ) That ac we have prayerfully considered the ninistry of Cvangelism-in-
Depth in relation to the other rdnistiries of the latin America Misszion

Biratan America News Front," Latin Anerica Cvanpelist (July- )
Aum‘at, 19'::1), P 13. )




59
and 4n the light of the critical days in vhich we live, we record our
conviction that this program should bo central and have priorit.y, )
Therefore we commit ocursslves anew to its faithful prosecution.,*8 /
‘e third Evangelism in Depth effort sponsored by the lLatin Amer-

ica !Mission, in Guatemala, wvas a considerably larger undertaking in sev-

eral ways. For instance, at the time of the effort, this Central America
country had a population of [,000,000 people, moxe than im Nicaragua and
Coasta Nica put together. Of this population S4% are Indian, and the re-
maining L6F are mestizo. The large number of Indians live in the rugged
and volcaxic highlands of the interior, where they retain the traditiomsl
cultural patterns in large measure, Az might be expected, the illiteracy
rate is high--70%. In spite of their large numbers, not the Indians but
the rural land owmers and urban elemonts have damdnated the civil and po-
litical life of the republic. But their rule has been characterized by
instability, so that when General Miguel Ydigoras assumed office imn 1958
and endeavored to establish a democratic pattern, it was after the first
free elections in 137 years. The seatl of government is located in the
larpgest population center, GCuatemals Clty, with a population of 437,000,
The Iatin America Mission also had a larger Protestant body with
which to work, nmamely, 36,000 communicant merbers gathered into 1,100
erganized and unorganized congregations, virtually 100% of which cooper-
ated in the effort. The participating groups included Assemblies of God,
Central Amsrica Mission, Church of God, Church of God Full Gospel, Irman-
uel Mission, Foursquare Gospel, Friends (Califermia), Independent Mission,
Interdencminational Mission, Nazaremx: Church, Pentecostal Unification,

L‘i«ﬁmha of a 1961 Meeting of the !dssion Directors of the latin
America liission, QJuoted in "Evangelism in Depth,® latin America Dvangelist
(Jamaxy-Tebruary, 1962), p. 2. )
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Presbyterian (United), Primitive lMethodist, Southern Baptist, Spanish
American Mission, Evangelical Schools of Central America, and other unaf-
filiated groups and organizations. These represent a variety of theolog-
ical points of view, seailg as, galvinist, #smaatimal,
country, did not W:o iﬁ.& the e
o In the f£all of 1961, the latin /swrica Mission announced that the
previously scheduled effort in Cuatemals would have to be postponed in-
definitely due to the poor health of Strachan who was to have participated
in the offort, and due to a financial deficit incurred in the previous
efforts in Nicaragua and Costa Rica., However, in the November-December
it was able to report the following:

Such behind-the-scenes conflicts and triumphs of faith are also a part of
this and any other Christian undertaldng.

~ " The Iatin America HMission assigned thirteen coordinators to the
Guatemala effort, several of which were loaned from other interdenomina-
tional missions--Berean Mission, Youth for Christ, and Cemtral American
Mission. Once again, Isais acted as the national coordinmator, As for
president of the National Coordinating Comittes, Virgllio Zapata, the
principal of an interdencminatiomal Chrd stian high schiool in Cuatemala,
was chosen. In addition to the central camitisce, thirty-two regiomal

conmd ttees functioned in the Cuatemals effort.

15'&%3 America News Front," Latin America Evangelist (November-
m’ 19&), P 13,
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" The retreat for leaders was only a part of a larger retreat for
.pasms of the entire Central America and Mexico area, sponsored by the
World Vision organization of Bob !ﬁ'&.srce. The retreat took place in the
month of January, 1962, in Guat e&ty. Over S00 Guatemala pastore
and missionaries, mter.wmqé?mzawr@_m larger
conference, participated.

— Also in January, the lsaders publicly inauvgurated the Evangelism
in Depth effort vith a rally in a Guatemala City park, During this meot-
ing, the national committes members were introduced to the 30(!) Lvangel-
icals in attendance., To begin with, the leadsrs printed 25,000 copies of
En Marcha, but they soon had to increase the mmber to 40,000.

&— Two Iatin America ! ssion coordinators were in charge of the organ-
ization of cottage prayer groups throushout the country. In commection
with this phase of the effort, the lsaders sponsored a daily radic broad-
cast named A Call to Prayer. The organization of the praysr cells took
place in the wmonths of February and Harch.
< ‘In April and May, training classes for pastors- set up in
sixteen different points throughout the country. N;putm, then,
The months of June and July were devoted to house-to-house visitation and
to svangelisr campaigns in the chuarches. The following report of the
latin Amerlica lission shows the close relation between the training, vis-
itation, and local campaign phases of the effort:

4(0) June has been set aside for loeal evangelistiec campalgns in every
- chmrch in the country. Clark Scanlon of the Baptist Mission is
chairman of the committee promoting these campaigns, in which be~
lievers will use what they have learned in the traiming classes—-
visiting, counselling, praying, inviting, especially their unsaved
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rehﬁves.éé : )
Brief reports indicate how meaningful the phaces of traiming, visitation,
and local campaimms were to given denauinations and to the Church as a
whole, For instance, "Presbyterian churches of Guatemala City mobilized
300 couples on the opening Sunday"? of tho visitation campaign. Also,
"Christians of Queseltenango visited every homo of their city, began
reaching out to surrounding oountry.“-ﬁ- Mr, ®4i spot check of the
statiostical recoads of ane denomination in the Quezaltenmngo area indi-
' cated the following Jump in evangelistic activity as a result of Cvangel~
ism-in-Depth: December, 19€ls LE9 visits; July, 19623 1,569 visits;
| October, 1962: 1,05 visite.'” ‘Hﬁaily"l, as a result of the visitation
and local crusade phases, the latin Zmoriea !ilssion reported "at lsast
10,000 conversions plus roq_onsecratdms.'m. '
) ‘During the months of July and August, a variety of activities de-
oigned to reach special groups took place. For young people, a three-day
youth congress, which drew audiences of up to 3,000, wvas held in CGuatemala
City. Tor women of the English-speaiking colony, Bible classes were organ-
ized. TFor professional people, suppers including a Gospel message were
organdized, ‘lorkers visited the Jalls, and teams conducted evangslistdc
meetings in schools, factories, and pudblic squares,

¥ouatan America News Fromt," laidn ineriea Tvangelist (iay-
June, 19€2), p. 17.

Waratan America News Fromt,® latin /merica Evangelist (July-
Amat, 19&), p. 1?. ’;I

, qr Dayton Roberts, "Is the Job Finiaed?" / latin America Dvan-
geliot (Harch-April, 1963)_7, p. 3.

z%hl.t is Cvangelism-in-Depth?® / Latin America Cvanzelist (llarche-
April, 198) 7, p- 5.) .
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- Several mobile audio-visual unlts, staffed by teams of five menm-

hﬁers, including twenty Umited States college students who had travelled
to Cuatenmala for the summer, were employed with the aim of reaching into
the rural villages. The following wpretentious report describes how
they worked:

401" e Central American Mission radio station, TGNP, as well as same of
the local ones had given advance notice that we were coming. So we
alvnys had somebody walting for us, e'd get in there in the middle
of the day and after wet'd made arrangenent with the mayor, the chief
of police, or whatever, getting permizos to broadcast musie and show

a f11xm, ws would begin to go around roadeast band music and ad-
vertise throughout the pueblo the film that we were going to show
that might.

® & & ®» & » o & 2 6 & ¢ & @ & & & & B V6 & S O S O O O ° & O o e e e o

Then later in tho day, alomg ahout six ofclock at night wetd gst
out in the central park or plasa and we'd start setting up the equip-
mont. Thore would always be a while wall some place. le'd set ocur-
selves opposite it and play music, and the crowd would begin to
ather. « «

Ve would show the John Glerm film and then in between, while we
were changing films, we would ask a local paster to lead in prayer,
make a few announcements, and then the gospel film, At the close of
that we would pass out tuc;o and do personal work with those who
responded to an invitation.?l )

The loaders of the moblleawdio-~visual units reported that they chowed
fi'ms and preached to 51,000 people.

= In the month of September, wrdted regional evangelism campalgns
wore held in thirty-three cities. In these crusades, evangelists from
other Cemtral Amorican countries and Mexico were secured for the preach-
ing of tho tlord. Twenty-two parades formed a part of these efforts,

In lovember, the Ivangelism in Depth lcaders sponsored the four-
day, city-uide evangelistic campalgn in the .el\ymnc Stadium of Cuatemala
City. The neetings were immugurated by t.l:aé_r’es:!.d-nt of the republic,

Miguel Tdigoras Fuemtes, befare an audionce of 10,000 people. The Latin

Ll gater J. Scerheide, "Reaching the Inaccesible," Latin America
Evangelist (Novenber-Decesber, 1962), pp. 1L-16. )
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rica Iission reported that the audionce rose to their feet when the

rgsident entered the stadium "accompanied by a military buIl,_ top navy
and army officials and a prominent evangelical mmam.'zz The l.oeal
newspapers gave the inauguration front-page coverage and "stressed the
united character of the Evangelism-in-Depth effort."23’ Audiences of from
4,000 to 15,000 heard the tic preaching of the Methodist Bishop
2 Vanglonl. In addition to specisl music,

a choir of 300 voices provided the music.

On the morning of the last day of the campaign, the day scheduled
for the parade as well as ths final meeting, the Guatemala Air Foree broke
out in revolt against the govermment and fighting took place in the city.
At noon the govermmsnt announced that it had the situation undsr control,

and immediately the Protestants began to assemble for the parade. Because of the
unsettled conditions, most of the 75,000 people expected to participate could not ¢

parade consisted of 15,000 marchers and twenty-eight floats, which u&%g . St
tendsed over a distance of twenty-six dblocks., A nlted States visitor re-
ported this significant event as follows:

L he parade on Sunday afternoom, which took am hour to pass one
obssrvation point, brought tears to the eyes of onlookers fram the
Undted States., It was a strangs mixture--beautiful floats and hum-
ble, barefooted Indian mothers carrying thsir babies; well-dresssd
middle class believers and those in tattered clothes; smiling, sing-
ing women and children and grim-faced men and grandfathers., They
mmﬂmmfornnmatonhtoau,frﬂingsimgmdbamnrspro-

s Jesus Christ as the ancwer . / -

aiternoon y

That I/ s there could have been no more dramatic ending to the Svingel-
iam in Dopth effort. In spite of the light rain and the tense political

“'hﬁn America News Front,” latin America Evapgelist (January-
February, ___1963), P. 17. )
8 \‘.E o

%ma We. Reapsome, "A Sunday to Hemember in Guatemala," [ Latin
frerica Dvangplist (March-Awmril, 1963).7, p. 16.)
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situation, twlocec as many people were on hand than had attended on any

night during the four weeks. Then President Ydigoras appeared. Chris-
tianity Today reported the event as follows:

/"The barrel of his sub-machine gun was still warm when Ouatemala
Presidont iguel Ydigoras Fuentes drove into the capital city's
Olympdc stadium. Some 30,000 of his countrymen stood and cheered
vhile the dotermined, £7-year-old chief exscutive climbed out of
his black Cadillac in ths ummistakable image of an all-tims hero
for the Protestant minority in latin America, Rifle fire which
otill crackled: in the distance lent a seemdngly incongruous back-
drop to the biggest Protestant event in the country'!s history.

But, Ydigoras, confident %s had crushed a military revolt vhich had
almost taken his 1life a few hours before, took a seat in the stands
and wvitnossed the entire servico.
® & ¢ & & & = & & =& » ¢ s @ 8 & =2 & » & ¢ & o & @ o ¢ " & P S+ 0
Ho was dressed in a black hat and black coat over a sport gh.trt with
turtle nock sweater. Soms 30 bodyguards accompanied him,?

afternoon,

That &~ . 200 peopls responded to the altar call invitation,

Concorming finances, the Cuatemala effort cost $122,000 (U, S.
currency), one third of which came from loecal sources. As for the loeal
expenses, the latin America Miszsion reported that "most local expendi-
tures were borne by Guatemalan Christians,™C The graph on the follow-
ing page i5 a2 complete finamncial report of the evangelistic effort,

The Latin America Mission gave out the followlng summary statis-
tics for the ten-month effort:

6,135 prayer celle organized.

40,000 laymen taught in the training phase, although only 5,000
took the fimal examination.

250,000 homes visited in 8,000 cities, towns, and villages by
5,000 laymen and leadors.

500,000 Gospsl portiomns and 1,000,000 tracts distributed.

2Swivangelism Under Fire," Christianity Today. VII, No. 6
(mwr 21, 19&). 33.

2630berts, latin America Evangelist, p. 3.




EVANGELISH-IN-DEPTH, CUATTALA (For the Year Ended Rovember 30, 1962) Rap—
Acc't No. Item Notes Receipts IExpenditures Receipts Expenditures
520 -~ 10 Gift Income $ Su539 ~ § $
11 Designated by Board of Trustees 8811 -
50 Earned income 938 -

80 Other incomc 227 -
Total Income £5215 -

Mpinistration 12807 -
Persommcl - subsidies, honoraria, salaries 13400 -
Hospd tality L -
Transportation - International and local (1) 1 -
Proporties - rentals, taxes, improvements 16 -
Materials - books, manuals, music 15 ~
Publicity and Promotion (2) 10777 -
Activities 353 ~
Hiscellaneous -
Total Expenditures 66148 -
123 Accounts receivable 2625 -
389 Iess speclally designated funds - - _
Total Credits -
Total Debits 66148 ~
Balance on Hand 22 -
TOTAL COST OF EVANGELISM-IN-DEPTH IN GUATIMALA
Direct expenditures by L.AJi, €648 -
Haintcnance of L.AJM. missiomarics 3) ]igg%g -
Cost to other missions of persommel on loam -
Expended by Central Committec, Cuatemala -
Dxponded by Regional Committee, Guatemala -

Total Expended by (Guatemalans -
GRAND TOTAL -

Notes - (1) Includes executive travel plus transportstion to and from Guatemala for cvangelists, musiclans
and team members. (2) Includes publication of 21 issues of EN MARCHA, fortmightly newspaper.
(3) Inggges support of Isais, Thor, Hormstra, COrusz (but not of missionaries on loan from other
boards ) <7,
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angelien in Depth, Guatemala,” [ latin iverica Evangelist (March-April, 1963).7, inside back
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15,000 "residual comversions--not just raised handa."iq/ -

W. Dayton lcberts, in an evaluation of the campaigns, reported the fol-
lowing: “The 'in-depth! aspect of last year's Guatemalan effort was par-
ticularly successful in the secondary cities and rural areas, they /the
advisors_/ reported. The impsct on tha more sophisticated capital city
was defimite but less notable. Concerning the effort as a whole,
Roberts made the following general statement: “The conclusion is ines-
capable, Cuatemala has been shakem spiritually &
fore. It has been a miracle, but it is a simple fal

362 umnrho-

- After the Guatemala effort, the latin America Mission made two
important decisions designed to emable it to cpread the influence of the
Evangelicrm in Depth mimistry. Strachan explained this plan for enlarge-
mtwuimnnnﬂrww-hmmﬁ,lﬂtwmm-
memt of a1 that our lord cemsends,31 First, 1t was decided that the
function of the nmational coordinator be carried ocut by a resident of the
country in which the campaign was to be held, and not by a member of the
Latin America lfission. Thereafter, the-iission representatives would
serve as advisors. nmmumw,mm&a.mﬁm@m
a series of brief institutes in countries where it expected to carry out

e \
2. on Pe 2.

2%, Dayton Roberts, "Christian Coordination,® Christianity Today, )
VII, No. 25 (September 27, 1963), 36.)

30.:iobarta, "Is the Job Fimished?" latin Americs Evangslist. p. 1,

3{_ Re Kenneth Strachan, "1964: The Orestest Challenge," latin
ca Evapgelist (September-October, 1963), p. 2.)
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Evangelism in Depth programs, for the purpose of finding local lesaders

who could serve as coordinators, These coordinators were then brought to

Costa Rica in the fall of 1963, for an intsnsive course in coardination

proceedures. The second decision made by the mission was to carry out

Evangaelism in Depth efforts in sesveral countries simultaneously.

Uy - Honduras

—Foverty, illiteracy (707), and lack of intermal commnications
charactorize the Central American country of Honduras, The semi-feuda-
listic social and ecomordc structure of the republic is the main cause of
these 1lla of the paople, and the lack of rcads and railroads preveils in
apite of the fact that 887 of the population is rural. The two million
inhabitants of Honduras have lacled responsible and capabls democratic
lesadership, and so0 have been condermed to live in one of ths most back-
ward republiocs of Tentral America. Tegucigalpa, with a population of
100,000, 4= tha seat of goverment of this unfcrtunate little land.

A Of course, Catholicisam is ths traditional religion; however, the
éonsﬁwtd.omnty of religious liberty has pormitted the presence of Pro-
tostant missions and churches. Protestant forces are divided into twanty
different groups, in spite of the fact that the communicant membership
does not reach 10,000, Sixtesn of thase groups decided to cooperate with
the Evangolisn in Depth effort. For the Honduras evang=alism program, the

Latin America tission assigned Rodolfo Cruz and William Cook as the chief

advisors. The local churches chose Inrique Penalva as their coordinator,
- — The public inmaugwration of the program took place in mid-September,
1963, in the city of Tegucigalpa. For this occasion, 800 people attended.
— DImmwdiately, the leaders began the work of orgamizing prayer cells.
Although the prayer groups are not intemxded for the unclurched, "one en~
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thusiastic group told how LL non-Christians had been invited to the prayer

meetings and had been given a Oospel witness.®3° Indeed, "from the very

start conversions were reported in oells scattered all over the country.'”
> Beginidng in October, LZ5 pastors were instructed in eleven aif-

ferent centers, so that they, in turm, might take the leadership in the

training phase of the program. One training class for laymen was held in
the national penitentary,

"In the same month of October, a reveoli overthrew the govermment

(e

of Ramon })_‘.n_.}._gdn‘_nmhg. Christine Thor, in charge of the organization
of praysr colls, reported one incident in those tense days:

J
¥

6) Bill and Sheila Burchett and I are living on the second floor of
ahmaa,ﬂuﬁrstﬂoorofﬂxid:iamdasadupal...l‘his
morTdng just before Sunday School a Jjeep and a truck with 20 or 25
woll armed soldlers drove Up « . « Z one / trained a machine gun on
ths fromt door and put a soldier on » With his gun pointed
directly at the door. The house was pretiy well surrounded. Bill-
openad the door and invited the soldiers in, They had came to search
the house because they had heard that tha occupants were helping the
cuerrillas and that several boxes were supposed to have been deliv-
ered , . + Walch they wanted to inapect., Ton or eleven soldiers en~
tered the house and searched it from top to bottom. They were very
courtcous « « o I g4 37 them Seripture porilons and tracts and they
thanied me and left.”%

Before the fighting was over an estimated 500 peopls were killed, and
the tense political situatiom prevailsd throughout the remaining months
of the evangelistic effort.

In the visitation phase, literature in Spanish, Cnglish, and two

Indian dialects was distributed. One latin Averica Mission advisor re-

32"I.at:l.n America News Fromt,” latin imerica Cvangelist ( November-
mmr' 1963), Po 17.

331atin America Misaion, Honduras, A Report of the Fvangelism in
Depth Effort in Honduras, 1963-196: {San Jose, Costa Rica: Latin Amer-
ica Mission, 1944), p. 1.

Bignristine Thor, quoted in /o title_ 7, latin America ivangel-
ist (Jamuary-February, 196i), inside back cover.
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ported the followdng:
v Two of our worikers have been carrying on a visitation campaign in
four or five villages in a district along the north coast near Tru-

Jillo. The result has been %n salvation of 35 persoms, something
unimown before in this ares.?”]

Most of the rurel visitation wvas dane by muls transportation. Howsver,
the Missionary Aviation Fellowship also participated in this and other
phases of the effort in the rural areas,

- local evangelistic crusades were held in 250 churches, Some of
these carpaigns were canducted among non~Spandsh-speaking groups of In-

dians.

~

Tha efforts to evangeslise special groups included some signifi-
cant imnovations. For instance, the Southern Baptists lent their enme
half-hour of television time for special programs sponsored by Evangel-
ism in Depth to reach the upper clasa. The upper class of Iatin Amorica
is marimdly exclusive, and it requires such special efforts to reach
them, Again, a mational youth comgress sponsored, among other features,
a parades which ended at a national momment in Teguocigalpa where the Pro-
testant youth gave stirring speechea on the relevance of the Gospel for
mational life. On the next day, the local newspapers reperted this event,
for the sense of patriotism in the latin America republics is umusually
strong. The meetings of tha congress, held in the national theatsr, were
televised on the ons station in Honduras, Still another unique type of
activity during this phase of ths progran consisted of visits to rural
areas made by teams of evangelists, doctors, and dentistas., The latin
America [fission descxribed this aspasct of the effort as follows:

. &1
¥ Many /Hondurans_7 are so isolated that wedieal care never reaches
them, Dorrowing an idea from the Costa Rican Evangelieal Alliance,

B5uoted in latin America Missdon, Homduras, p. 1.
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100od~141]1 Caravans' penatrated inaccessible parts of the country
with help for the body as well as the soul, Twenty-two laymen, to-
gether with a doctor, dentdist and dental assistant were air-lifted
by Missionary Aviation Fellowship into ocut-of-the-way places. In
one village, (hristians had previously visited but had never been
able to make headway. The lord used the sedical-evangslistic teanm
to win soms 30 p-ople in that town. Today a church has sprung up
in that place 36 |

“Even during the Christmas holidays, the Evangslism in Depth pro-
gram continued., Advisor Cook reported cn these activities as follows:
*Putting their training and enthusiasm to work, Honduras believers dedi-

U cated the closing days of 1963 to 'Operation Christmas,' a unique effort
to present the heart of the Christmas message to relatives and friends
through special greeting cards, musical programs, and suppers,©"37

_ — After local evangelistic campaigns in 250 churches, the Fvangel-

iam in Depth leaders organiszed twelve regional crusades. The campaign

at San Pedro Suls was exceptiomally successful, according to the fol-

louing account of the lLatin America Missions

w In San Pedro Sula, second city in Honduras, lying mﬁﬂ heart of
the banana belt, a choice location was found. Up to 3000 psople
attended mightly services held in the 0ld army barrabics’ faeing the
maln square. There were no seats, no lights and no reoof. But the
mewbers of the six evangelical churches worked together erecting
a platform and counselling rooms, installing lights, and improvis-
ing seats for 2,000 from planks and cement blocks. The prayer cells
were 'working'! too., Then adults and children from the churches
fanned out through the eity visiting, inviting people and passing
out fliers ammouncing the meetings. Over 950 decisions were recordad

in this city of just SL4,000 inhadbitants, loyola of the lLatin
Amorica Mission wvas the evangelist God used,

—The national campaign took place in the month of April, @0
people attending mightly to hear the preaching of Vangioni. The la

;- —

B'J-MP- Pe 2o

37’:41111u Cook, "Honduras'! Hour of Cpportunity,” Latin Amorica
Evangelist (March-April, 196i), p. 6.

38htdn America Mission, Honduras, pe. 2.
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America lMission reported the following concerning the response among
society people:
: ' A surprising number of well-to-do folks attended, after hearing
Dr. Vanglonl on the TV program. Several came to know Christ after
quiet chats with him or with Ray lLoyola. A supreme-court Judgu of
the raoeat%y deposed regime, an army officer and many buaine(sa men
were won.3 \_/
However, most of the 750 peopls who professed comversion during the na-
tional campaign went farward in response to the altar call, The parads

two and

included twenty-five floats and L,500 marchers which covered a SWesnng
one=half mile
omsihalfindis route. Because some of the marchers carried radioes and

ths HRVC :adio station broadcasted the singing, all of the marching group
| sang the hymns and songs in unison. The attendance at the closing rally
was 3,500, "According to Fnrique Penalva, president of the natiomal co-
ordinating cormittee,” the Mission reported, *it was the greatest united
evangelistic effort ever held in Honduras, #li0
, —As for the follow-up, the Latin America Mission reported that
/"some of the missionaries will remain in Honduras for several momths to
help national churches integrate the large muwber of new believers inte
‘their fellowship, il '

—— The article "Honduras . . . Six Mon r" published by the
Iatin m mnat is important. It contains the eveluvation of

Burnls Bushong, the national coordinator in charge of the follow-up
phase, after he finished his assligment, As te the methodology in gen-
eral, hs stated, "I conclude that Evangelism~in-Depth is a sourd, work-

39&9-" Pe 3. hom-. Pe 24

Wlaciimactic Gvents of Evangslism-in-Depth in Honduras,® Latin
America Cvangelist (May-Jume, 1964), p. 1.
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able atratag."@ As to the lasting results of the effort, Bushong con-
cluded the following:

\ LY The missions and churches that cooperated wholeheartedly in the
Bvangelism-in-Depth movement in Honduras have reaped a great harvest
of souls. ‘

For example, we surveyed our field before Mgoliun—iu—bepth aml
found that there were believers in 70 towns., After one year of Evan-
geliam-in-Depth, we have work in 120 places., Some of our churches
doubled in sise during the year., Some have had to start building pro-
grams. YWe could use 25 to 30 new pastors right now in our Honduras
field,

e & & & ¢ ¢ @ @& & 2 o P & ¢ & & ¢ ¢ - ¢ ¢ & & & & 6 & © & > ° ¢ » »

The same kind of solid growth took place with the other groups in
the country. The united regiomal campaign in San Pedro Sula resulted
in the conversion of as many new believers as the previous total
church membership in that city.

In one Indian area known as Graclios a Dios, about ten per cent of
the population accepted Christ during Fvangelism-in-Depth,

The results of Evangelism-in-Depth are being felt even beyond the
aspect of church growth. I find that public feeling about evangel~-
icals is tremendously improved, X don't think the general public in
Tegucigalpa had noticed evangelicals very much before they staged the
final parade there. But by all odds it was the biggest parade Te
cigalpa had ever seen, even though evangelicals comprise only 1
of ths total pcumlﬂ.icm.’iB /

The summary statistics for the eight-month effort are as follows:
15,000 people organised i.nté 2'6?/1' prayer cells.,
6,000 instructed in the training classes.
75,000 homes visited.
@zpopuhtion centers visited, 886 of which had no Protestant

200,000 Seripture portions distributed,
| 5,000 professions of faith,
110 new congregations formed.
Beyond all doubt, this was a remarkable evangelistic effort.

i2myonduras . . . Six Momths After,* Latin America Lvangelist
(March-April, 1965), p. 1k.
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T-THE APPLICATION OF THE PROGRAM IN VENEZUELA,
BOLIVIA, AND DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

T Vemesuela
“From the standpoint of population and tsrritorial spread, Venc-

n’l/oh is the largest country in which ths Zvangelism in Depth program
h{l\‘i_\s :,:-boon applied. This republic which embraces an area the size of Texas,
louisiana, and Arkansas, 1s the hame of eight million people--a population
which 4= growing at ths anmual rate of 3,3 per cent, Caracas, the boomin:
capital of Venesuela, has ons and one half million people. Of course, the
prosperity of this country is based on its rich deposite of odl and iron,
Beécauss of this wealth of natural resources, as well as the proximity of
the country to the Panama Canal and to Cuba, and its genersl importance
in South America, Venezuela has been a spocial target of Communist sub-
version activity directed by Fidel Q:otr_o. Every form of underground
activity has been ew%_md by the local and infiltrated subversion ele-
ments, but so far tho4 \'f!g,n soldiers actively engaged in opposing them and
especially the traditionally democratic idealiam of this land of Simon
Bolivar have prevented them from lesading Venesuela into the Communist or-
bit. In recemt years, the govermment has initlated extensive measures of
social reform, and illiteracy has been reduced to 30%.

—Although Protestant mmerical strength in relation to the total
population is minimal, the morale of the Cvangelicals is high. They mumn-

Th
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bered no more than 16,000 communicant members in but 500 organized and un-
organized clurches, and they served no more than 220 of the 23,000 cities,
towns, and villages of the country, when the Tvangelism in Depth effort
began, There were no more than twenty-six churches in Caracas, with a
membership amounting to only ome third of 1¥ of the total population of
that metropolis. Still, in 1965, the leaders of virtually all of the
churches had the courage to undertake the evangelization of their land.

In Veneszuela, t.ln Iutheran World l'ederation helps to maintain
saven pastars who sam' 3'000 Buropean diaspora Christians speaking eight
different languages. Also, the Iutheran Church--Missouri Synod works in
and out of Carecas.
¢ The effort began in Jamuary, 19¢L, with Jonas Gonsales and Rafael
Baltodano leading the Latin America lMission advisor team of eight. 1In
the same month, the orgzanization of the prayer roups took place. One
prayer group of astudents from the University of Merida contained five
redical students,

The training phase of the Evangelism in Depth program in Venezuela
took place in the months of February and March. The advisors and local

-

lsaders organized institutes for the training of 500 leaders who, in twmn,
would instruct the members of the local congregations.

| ‘In May, 12,000 Protestants started the house-to-house visitation
campaign, and the response of those visited wvas immediate. Latin Amsrica
Mission advisor consales wrote, "Q).ristims began their visitation effort
on llay 3, and reported t.hnt. 2000 persons received Christ as their Saviour
that same day."l Another Latin America Mission news release informed,

{tJonas Gcﬁlalu, quoted in "latin America News Fromt," latin
America ;Qngt (September-October, 19€i), p. 18.)
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"Ome church in lMaracaibo reported 178 won to Christ in the month of May

alone.'alr L\mn if campaign enthusiasm and losses are taken into consider-

ation, otill these reports by a head Latin America Mission advisor indi-
cate an umisual responsiveness in Venszuela, A Presbytsrian pastor vho
participated in this visitation phace gave the following detailed descrip-
tion of ome of his experiences:

] I cams to a very poor house, the easence of loneliness and misery. A
senora appeared, looking alone and forsaimmn. She invited me to come
in. vhen I told her the message of the Cross, she interrupted,

Look, Reverend, do you really believe that if there were such
a 1lfe of joy and peace as you're describing I would be in this con-
dition? Scveral weeks ago I loet my 12-year-old son--he died of a
heart ailment. My husband took the money from the boy's policy and
then abandoned me for another woman, leaving me with nine children.
To rake matters worse, my mother is dying with cancer.' Thus she
described her tragedy and began to wail.

But bafore comforting her in her g¢xdef . « . I told her my own
experience~-~the one I had lived through. As she heard how Christ
gave me peace and how I found the solution to my problsm, the Holy _
Spirit prepared the heart of that woman so that she accepted G:rist.? .

June was the month dedicated to evangelism campaigns in the local

churches, and ance again, the participating comgregations experienced a

remarkable responsivensss in the respective communities. The latin Amer-

ica Mission reported, "Conversions were reported at the rate of more than

26 per church during this phase of Evangelism-in-Depth, "t

Efforts to reach special groups were made in the Evangelism in

Depth program in Venmesuela., For imstance, early in 1964, the leaders or-

ganized eleven Bible camps for mngﬁgeop]s in different parts of the

country, with a total attendance of 1000, These camps had as their pur-

zﬁ;c‘.vangouan-in-bepth: Triumphs and Flans,® Latin America “van-
gelist (January-February, 1965), p. 17.)

p
3(.‘;moted in Jonas Gonzalez, ®"God's liraculoues Hand i3 on Venczuela
Today,” Latin America Evangelist (November-December, 196L), p. 8.)

h'mnm-in«-l)-pths Mumn(;:am Flans,® latin America Dvan-~

gelist, p. 18.
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pose, not only to give the youth a spiritual retreat but also to train

them for participation in subsequent Evangeliss in Depth activities.
Then, in the months of July and August, teams of Protestant young peopls
put thelr training into practice, according to the following report:

A(Mee hundred young people’s socleties have before them the goal of
' ecarrying out short meetings--'lightening campaigne'--in the whole
country. One church is holding 21 meetings of this= kind every week.
AAth singing and special music and & Ywief evangelistioc message of
only tlues or four mimutes, tho* p;rochin Christ in parks, at theater
exits, in buses and everywhere,- N\

4

College and Bilble school students fram the United States aided in these
youth evangelistic activities, providing the instrumental music for the
meetings. Special youth activiuas ended with a national youth congress
in Caracas, attended by( 3000 teen-agers.

Yot another apocinl effort was tho showing of the movie Lucia to
an estimated 53,000 people in commercial theaters. This movie, depicting
conversion in a latin American setting and actually fiimed in Argentina,
was produced by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association,

In September and October, Evangelism in Depth in Venesvela concen-
trated on tuenty-eight united regional campalims. The latin America iin-
sion gave the following significant report on how evangelistic teams were
sacured for these crusadeat

~( Ons of the most remarkable facts about the regional meetings was
tha participation of more than 60 RPuertc Rican evangelists, song
leaders and musicians who responded to & ‘Macedanian call! and came
to ths aid of their Veneczuwelan brethren, in the first exampls of
such missiopary initiative on such a scale among latin American
churches, The Pusrto R!.oga paid thair owm way to participate in
the efforts in Venezuela.

L T 2
SGomzales, "God's Miraculous Hand . . . »" latin America Evan-
gelist, p. 8, »

Cunvangeliam-in-Depth 'l‘rimmh and Flans, " Latin America Bvan-
g‘uﬁftv’ Pe 180
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> In the month of November, a national evangelistic crusade was or-
ganiged and carried out in Maracaibo, the oil capital of Venezuela., The
meotings, lasting foar three weeks, took place in an open air theater.

Once again, 'ernando Vangioni uas asked to preach. In conjunction with
this campaign, the lcaders organized rallies for children, special efforts
to reach women--among the most difficult to persuade comcerming religion
in lLatin America; deeper life studies for Christians, special television
programs, and a8 parade in which 3(!1) participated on the final day of the
campaign. The Latin America H:lsslion reported 800 professions of faith,

as a result of tils campaign.

—A second national evangelisr crusade took place in January, 1965,
nin Caracas, For twelve nights, 60?0 people gathered in the Caracas Sports
Palace tohearﬂnprolchingotﬂ;lbrdby\rangion&. On the final day,
(_'\htyo marchers participated in the parade which included bands and the pre-
;ntatdm of a floral wreath at the momment to Simon Bolivar. As a re-
sult of these meetings, there were 1350 professions of faith,

'S ‘The final follow-up phase hgan in February and March and was,
in turn, the beginning of a ysar of activities designed to canssrve the
results of the Cvangelism in Depth effort.
s~ —As had been noted from the begimming, the effort in Vemesuela
found the masses unusually responsive to the presentation of the Gospel.
The following summary figures bear thic outs

3,600 prayer cells organized.

18,000 laymen instructed in evangeliazm traiming classes,

17,000 professions of faith, 10,000 of which occured during the
vicitation phase,.

The thirteen-month Evangelism in Depth effort resulted in an abundant
harvest,
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— Bolivia

S8ince 1952, the eyes of latin imerica have been focused on the
backward and poverty-stricken republic of Bolivia to see the ocutcome of
a Mexico-style social and econosmic revolt that took place successfully
at that time. The Movimiento lacional Navoluciomario, which led the re-
volt, began by nationaliszsing the tin mines, the prineipal source of in-
come for the country, and by announcing and actually carrying out a dras-
tic agrarian reform program that broke up the large estates and gave
small plote of land to the poor. The revolt was a determined reaction to
centuries of glaring sociasl and economic inequities to which the masces
of Bolivia have been subjected. These masses, mmbering three and one
half million, include an Indian population of G0f. The 1lliteracy rate
is & somber 69%, and less than 20% of the children between five and ninc-
teen are in school. In 196k, an Amy junta custed the Movimiento Nacional
Revolucionario, in an effort to bring stadbility to Bolivia as well as to
contimic the reform measures. The Army leaders feared that the power
struggle within the party might lead Bolivia into the Coesand st camp, As
latin America Mission lsaders plamncd their evangelism effort for Bolivia,
they wondered how the social and economic developments and the political
unrest might affeet their mission. They also pondered over the vast ter-
ritorial expanse of Bolivia-~}20,000 square miles, the poor transporta-
tion and comunication facilities, and the ssveral linguistic barriers.
Understandably, one of the leaders wrote an article in the mission maga-
zine, entitled, "Can Anybody Save Bolivia?®( (/ -

~___—The following indicates sametihiry ol the Protestant situation in

?:’Ohﬂ Eenyon, “Can Anybody Save Bolivia?" Latin America Evangel-
113'. (M-Apﬂ-l. 1965)1 Pp. 12-13. i
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Bolivia, as the Iatin America Mission prepared to sponsor the Evangelism
in Dapt.h effort:

& ) Evangelical work in Bolivia has boen difficult., Blind religious
fanaticiaon and fear, fed by isolation and i1l1lliteracy, have controlled
many inhabitants., The high altitude has taken its toll in the lives
and health of missionary stalwarts. ILanguage barriers have been slow
to cane dowm,. like many other latin American countries, the majority
of the evangelicals have came from the poorer classes. On the whole,
the well-to-do have not been attracted to thoe evangelical ehurch.

The price for active identification with the Gospel is too high.

At the same timce, God has raised up a Charch of 15,000 coomunicant members
swho are gathered into 750 churches. Twenty of those churchss are located
in Cochabarmba, and at least thirty-five, in the capital of Ia Paz. A
dozen of the congregations are Lutheran, most of them sister churches of
the Vorld iissiom Prayer league (a Iutheran rdssiopary fellowship), and
one of them a Zuropean group guided by a Lutheran Vorld Fedsration pastor.
The Chuistians of Bolivia gave a ready endorsement to the Evangeliam in
Depth program and proved it by producing ten full-time national coordin-
atora. In all, twenty-four of the twenty-seven groups working in Bolivia,
including the World Mission Prayer Isague, cooperated with the progranm.
The Latin America Mission, for its part, offered an adviszor team of seven,
headed by Rafael Baltodano.

~ In January, 1965, the leaders initiated the program with the or-
ganizatian of prayer cells. Arthur l. Oustafson, a minister of the Lu-
theran Church in America and pdsslonary of the World Mission Prayer Lcague
in Bolivia, in a private letter, made a significant comment concerning the
emphasis on prayer in Evangelism in Depth. Uthile at ome point he stressed
the iamportance of prayer, still at another he felt obligzated to state the

following: "ipphasis was often placed on the length of prayer, for in-

®Dorothy Flory, "Bolivia,® Latin America Svangelist (November-
Decewber, 196:), pPe 16.
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stance, all night prayer. If things did not go well enough, we were told
we did not pray long emzh-"”: '
In February, once again the lViorld Vision ormizatim participated

by sponsoring the retreat for 500 leaders in the city of Cochabamba. Im-
modiately following the retreat, the latin Americe Mission advisors gave
the national pastors a two-day orientation about Cvangelism in Depth.

—The monthe of March and April were devoted to promotion among the
churches and to the training of the laymen for subsequent phases of the
program. DBocause of the several language groups involved, training book-
lets were printed in Spanish, Aymara, Quechua, and Cuarani. In conncction
with the training phass of the program, the following comment of Cuctafsom
is important: _
I believe that the leaders of the latin America Mission really tried
to hold to an interdenosinational program and to respect the dencdn-
ations and their points of view. Moot of the denominations, for in-
m:lgraimd their own counselors, as we did in the ILutheran

The visitation and local campaign phases began in the month of

May, Just as the govermment armed forces were battling the tin miners in

an effort to refrain that element of Bolivian socliety that has been won

by the Communicts., Concerming the results of the local campaigns, Custafl-
son mported the following:

At ’hn local campaigns worksd well in certain parts and failed in others.
It depended on the preparation and the spsaker. In someé places there
wore no results, and in other places, such as in the Lower Beni sec~
tion of Boldvia, there were good results,il

_ —June to August were devoted to mmerous endeavors to reach dif-
ferent groups., For instance, the lucia film was shown fifty times to an

%ttor from Arthur M, Custafson, Missionary of the VWorld Mission
Prayer League in Bolivia, December 10, 19£5. )

Omig. Mg,
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aggregate audience of 21,000, including a showing to 700 soldiers in a
Ia Paz army barracks. Also, efforts to evangclize the professors and
studonts of the seven universities of Bolivia included films, the personal
vitness of the Protestant students, and lectures given by ths Cuban evan-
gelict Gerardo de &!i_l_n. Since most of the latin American govermment und-
versitics aro daxdnated by the pro-Castro element, the cholce of an evan-
geliat from Cuba could not have been better. In addition, the Evangeliam
in Depth leaders made special efforts to witness to Bolivian youth, in-
cluding a rally, contests, Gospel team woric carried out by Protestant
young people, and the closing congress in Santa Cruz which drew 3‘000 young
people. Further, for the first time, Evangeli=m in Depth or@ui;d a con-
gress for women in an effort to reach this special group for Christ,
Again, thirty Good-iill Caravans including not only evangelists and med-
ical persomnel but also agricultural specialists and literacy campai:n
workers, made trips into the interior. The Bolivian government took
special note of this particular effort and provided food and accomoda-
tians for. the persommel. Finally, the leaders of “vangelism in Depth
sponosored the first national Aymara Dvangslical comgress which drew 6,000
Indians. The congress included a mile-long parade, and the participation
of zmixteen choirs. The meetings were held in an open-air theater in
1a Paz,

—The Evangslism in Depth leaders concentrated on the regional cam-
paigns during the months of September and October, CEvangelists, musicians,
and other participants for these crusades came from Venesuela, Puerto Rico,
Texas, New York, and California,

During the month of lovember, the national evangelistic crusade
took place in the Closed Coliseum in La Paz, Toward the begimning of the
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two-wmek crusade, rain--dangerously cold at an altitude of 12,500 feete-
threatenad to affect the success of the effort, but by the end of the
serieas, weather permitted aundiences of 10,000 pcople to attend. A umnion
choir under the direction of the Bolivian Pablo Zuritf provided special

misic during the campaign, and the preachin; was done by Santiago Garabaya
of Arpentina. Concerming the theology of his messages, Odell O, Kittelson,
the director of the VWorld Mission Prayer Iesague in Bolivia, gave the fol-
low:l.ng important appraisals

The messages given by Evangelist Garabaya wmre Biblical--in fact, in
most respects very lutheran, Really, be stuck to the Bible, used very
fow stories, was dignified (not a jJokester) and seriocus. He secred to
have beon influenced by Spurgecn . « « « Naturally, EVAF / Evangelism
in Depth 7 is not a Iutheran organization, snd therefore we cannot en-
dorse cvery statement given by every evangslist, etc. But all in all,
the cardinal truths of the Bible were twm:»xvag‘é Jesus Christ was exalted
and pointed to as the only Saviocur from =in.

| --An interesting feature of the national campaign was the supper
given by the Dvangelism in Depth leaders om behalf of the Protestant
Church of Bolivia, in honor of ﬁu\mpim; of the republic, General
Alfredo Ora.ndo Caudia. In addition to the pmnidnnt, ssversl ambassadors,
the sister of Hubert lftmphrfy-visiung Bol.tvia at the timer-and 200
guests were present for the occasion. During the course of tho evening,
Cvangelian in Depth laader- gave speeches and presaented f.hq preaidont
aﬂ.thsg.ft mdtboprnidcnt, turn, spolke a few words, In part, the
msident said:

Y

- " /T must also recognize the immcnse comtribution of the Evangelical
GmrchinBolivh. It has opened the doors of culture to the humble
of ny poople, it gives them the possibilitiss of fighting against
gickmess, it enablea them to fight for life. Therefors, in the
of the National Covermment, in the name of the Bolivian people, I can-~
not but axpress my sinceraest thanks to those who contribute to the
parsonal and collective greatness of my land.

127stter from Odell O. Kittelson, Field Director of the World
Mission Prayer Isague in Bolivia, January 10, 1966.
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I cincerely believe, senores, that your evangelical missiom, that
ofhﬂmﬂm%ﬁd&dwmmmmtsofunmm, is tha
mission of the privileged, of uvhich you may be proud.: 5( -

"'The parade on the final day comsisted of twenty-six floats and

20,000 marchers. A group of thirty Protestant bicycle riders attracted

mational attention by their ride of 150 miles from Oruro to lLa Pas to

participate in the parade. Chartered trains, some carrying 1,500 marchers,

and

chartered buses brought other Protestants from different parts of the

country. Iillian Kvamsdale, missiocnary of the Vorld Mission Prayer Ieague,
wrote about the Iutheran delegation:

1

The
the

)mmmmrumrhoo,nmmuwrpm
Sunday Schools or congregations. Iach person, including the children,
vore a royal blue ribbon with the Iutheran coat of arms, and Romans
1:17 in Spanish, 'The just shall live by faith,' as well as 'Bvangel-
ical Imtheran Church.' Two floats Wmmthmmk.
One, a red cross on top of a red and blue globe of the earth, silhou-
etted against the blue sky as it rode high on top of Odell Kittelson's
radi

@IC Suburban, ammouncing the Ietheran Howr © program, '‘Cristo Para

Todas Ias Naciomes' (Christ for All Hations), as well as our daily five
mimute radio program, 'Cinco Minutoc de Buemas Nuevas' (Five Mimates
of Good News). The bookstore float had a lamp of the kind used

a in
mum“nnawpwmdththmhmum
1&.'&%&.” -rfto ' On each side was a sign "Read
the Bible in your home,.'!

parade prompted the tm leading newspapors of the capital, including
Roman Catholic Ia Precencia. to give favorable coverage and comment.

Aneﬁtgﬁllofthomtholummldmmtufonu:

w

" "The various Protestant sects have united here and organized those
endeavors in spite of their differences and in the name of the Gospel.
It is a great step, and it manifests a significant spirit . . .

The participants marched along in a peaceful and orderly demon~
stration, with conviction refiected on their faces, Omne could mot but
approve of it.

All the people were from the humble poor, and there was not any
poup in the demonstration that included a remarkable mumber of parti-

the

lhmedo Orando Caudia, quoted in in (aouvu edition of
Dvangelism in Depth mewspaper), December 1, 19 )

141140 Evamsdals, "Bolivia Para Cristo," Lutheram World Viziem

(Jamuary, 1966): Pe Ge
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cipanta. DBoth facts pleased me., It also pleased me that those peas-
ant people were clean, neat, without signs of alcoholism on their
faces--all evidences of a social ministry and of a preaching philos~
ophiy that makes a contribution to those people and to this country.

The faet that many Catholics bs horrified at all that I say here
will not be a novelty nor will it surprise me, . As a Christian I can~
not but congratulats you / the Protestnnt.s_].i;[ . )

Thorc was another Catholic publication, a flier, mieh belittled the sig-
nificance of the event since, it allsged, the peasants are voluble depend-
ing on vhich course is most favorabls to them.

A———Concerning professions of faith at the campaign, each persom who
responded to the altar call, after brief instruction and prayer, filled
out 8 card indicating name, addrsss, church preference, and so forth.
Shortly thereafter, a coomittee with representatives from all cooperating
denordnations studied the cards and then, on ths basis of the imformation
received, mnf;ltbmmdﬁhduahpeumtoth-murotnmm
church. The pastor concerned was asked to visit the party immediately and
to make every effort to incorporate the party into the church. The total
number of campaign professions of faith reached 1,000,
<~ — The final sussmary statistics of the Svangeliam in Depth effort in
Bolivia are the following:

4,000 prayer cells organized.

20,000 laymen trained for evangelism, 18,000 of which participated
in the visitation campaign.

15,000 professions of faith.
This effort, in tems of dollars, cost the latin America Mission $60,000,
and the Bolivian missions and churches, $66,000,
< — low @1d the Latheran missiomarios evaluate the program as a wholc?
Concerndng Svangelism in Depth as a mcthod, Killelson concluded as follows:

it

U&m (1a Paz), Novomber 22, 1965, quoted in ;hdd.)
(
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Here again we can approve with few exceptions. Campaigns, local and
national, prayer vigils, visitation, movies, radio, youth rallies,
ete, surely are cormendable and effective, The dangsr in a movement
liloc CVAY 18 to depend on methods and men., Often one gets the impros~
aion that things were forced, not free, spontaneous mmmngs,of the
Spdrit of God in the individuals, churches, and campaigns.l®/ _

Custafson drew two lnteresting conclucions, the first of which reads as
followss

| /' then I was present at the presentation of the Evangeliam in Depth

“ program by the Latin America Mission representatives, I simply heard
a program that I had been working with in the churches I served in
the States. Rev, William Berg of the 1LCA / Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica_/ taught that program very vigorously in the former Augustana
Intheran Church and also in the new Lutheran Church in America. To
me 1t was identical, The Preaching-Teaching-Reaching program in ths
former Dvangeliecal Iatheran Church was ruch 1like the Evangelism in
Depth program o « « « Now the Evangelism in Depth program differed

from the Iatheran Church in America and the American Lutheran Church
prograns in two aspects: 1. Evangelize in Depth was carried ocut on
a national basis. 2. The Evangelism in Depth program was attempting
to be completely interdenominational.l? / \
His final comment, reading as follows, is Just as sigmificant: "I believe
that the latin America Mission is raising a ery in the aight that we noed

to reach the countries and individuals in latin America with the Gospel
Now, »18

3 < Dordpican fopublic

~———mbolievable as it may seem, Dvangelisu in Depth has been going
on in revolt-torn Domimican Republic since April of 1965. The roots of
the pressnt political turmcil go back to the period 1930 to 1961, the age
of Rafael Leonidas Trujillo, one of the most tyramical dictators on re-
cord, He left so stifling an impression on the country, that even after
his assasination in 1961, near anarchy has prevailed. At one hizh point

of this lawlescmmss, in April of last year, the United States government W:,S aSk:d
O sSen
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the Harines to the island.beeaiubesofs et Lhit: Dabhiy Cohiitii toe M THY'
mwmm&aawmww* Shortly after,
the Organization of American States agreed to send additional troops.
After nany lives were lost in street fighting, some troops were finally
withdrawn and a temporary govermment umder Hector Garcia Godoy was set
up. ZIlections have been announced for spring of this year, although ten-
sion contimues in Dominican Republic,

— The country occupies two thirds of the island of Hispaniola. The
land on this island produces coffee and sugar, thus providing an agricul-
tural economy for the three and one half million people of Dominican Fe-
public. Half of these pesople are illiterats, and their standard of life
is low, although not as shocking as on the othwer one third of the island,
Haiti. The seat of govermment is Santo Domingo.

~Virtually all of the 16,500 communicant Protestants decided to
endorse the Zvangeliem in Depth program, And after the fighting broks
out Just as the program got under way, what wasz the attitude of the la-
tional Coordinating Committee? The Latin America Mission recorded its
reaction as follows: "Their great fear seems to be that we, their friends
and brethren, will be so paralyzed by the reports of ugly violence, so
deafenod by the rumble of tanks and the rattle of machine-gun fire, s=o

‘ blinded by the horrible picture of eivil war, that we'll think the Lord's
/ work in the Daminican Republic has to wait--that it ought to be postpencd

until a more favorable time."l 5o, 1411iam Cook, the head Latin Anerica
Mission advisor, and the others decided to remain.
—-The retreat for pastors took place from April 19-25, the precise

.

Vnorace 1. Fenton, Jr., "The Things whdch Happened . « « ,"
Iaiin America Evimgelist (November-December, 1965), p. 20.
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woek that the rovolt began. In fact, Herril C, Tenuy, dean of the thea~
ton Collogs Graduate School, who was the main retreat speaker, had to be
rescued by a U,5, Navy airplane.

The disturbed conditions immediately affected the Evangeliam in
Depth program 4in several ways. For instance, the rented house of ths
latin Amordca Mission youth advisor was completely destroyed im the courss
of the intense fighting in Santo Doemdngo. Some of his personal property,
as well as equipment destined for the downtown office was also completely
destroyed. Ag:f;f\}l:;ofuoub&ad conditions, Bill Cotkdecidedto evacuate
his wvife and two children., Further, with the suspension of mail service,
the variocus instructions to the participating churches had to be given
by camercial radio. As for travel, although the leaders could move about
quite freely in the rural areas, they actually risked their lives to move
about in downtown Santo Domingo. At ome point, several advisors were 1it-
erally pimed down by crossfire for hours. The North American advisors
endured much insult frowm the rebels after the U,S, Marines intervened.
Santiago Villamweva, the editor of the Evangelism in Depth paper En Harcha)'_
had the following experience:

. | Confronted with an exhausted paper supply in the town of Santiago, he
decided to run the gauntlet of checkpoints and sniper fire into rebel
territory in Santo Domingo. Iater he emerged by God's grace with a
car full of paper--enough for several issues, plus tracts, 'I told
ét:mhg.wmwwmr,mdmyhtu through,' he

Az for the training phsao, the disturbed poutical conditions do-
layed the printing of the manuals until only four days before the classes
were to begin, Then, because of ths curfew in the Santo Domingo area,

the leaderz were forced to conduct the course in the afternoons instead

20John Kenyon (ed.), "Preaching out of >
Evangelist (Sem-éetogcr, 1965), p.o:. oF Seasen,” lasinimrisa



89
of the evenings. However, some church members found that thsy had more
time to dovote to the housse~to-house visitation program, and many of the
people they visited had more time to listen to the Evangelism in Depth
visitors,
A —— During the sumer of last year, North Arerican students from Ful-
‘ ler Seminary, Barrington College, and Colombia Blble College Joined Domin-~
ican Republic youth to make up Gospel teams for evangelism txrips into
rural areas. The Latin America Mission reported that the Unlted Statea
students made “a s0lid contribution to Cvangelisam-in-Depth."2l Other ac-
tivities deaigned to reach special groups, as well, were carried ocut in
the Damimndcan DRepublic effort.

' Negional campaigns took place in sixteen cltiea, with an aggregate
attendance of 70,000 people. As a result of these campaigns, there were
2,700 professions of faith.

—"7he paticnal campaign in Santo Damingo was to have begun on Mareh

21, and the parade on the last day of the crusade was scheduled for April 3.
¢ “Thms far, the Latin America Mission has reported the following sum-
mary resultss

2,000 prayer cells organized.,

300,000 homes visited.

10,000 professions of falth,
That is, the Dominican Republic Christians imow how fruitful it is to obey
the divine injunction, "Preach the word, be urgent in season and out of

36a301N, 2d2

?Luratin America News Fromt,® latin America Dvangelist (September-
October, 1965), p. 17.
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GIAPTER VI

JUE REPUTATION OF THC PROGRAM AND

ITS ADOPTION BY OTHELZRS

By the ond of 1961, the knowledge about ivangelism in Depth and
its application in NMicaragua and Costa lca had apread not only among

the Zvangelical churches of Latin Amcrica but also to other parts of
the English-speaking Protestant world. In the summer of that year, the
leaders of the Secand latin American Fvanpelieal Conference, held in
Iima, brought Dvangelism in Depth to the attentien of the delegates.
Then, later in the year, Moody Press mubli-hed [vangelism in Depth by
the ‘team;membenrss: ofithealatin America Mission,.

& - After the use of CDvangelism in Depth in GCuatemala in 1962, the
latin America Mission could report the follouing: "Invitations have c-
to the Latin Anerica Mission to sponsor or coordinate similar movemsnts
in practically every country of latin America, on a2 nationwids acale."l/
In response to these invitations, the nission conducted evangelism ef- |
forts in Vonszuela, Bolivia, and Domimican Aepublic. Amnd, at the pres-
ent time, the Latin America Mission lcaders are committed to the Ivan-
gelical leaders of Peru for an evangelism program in that repudblic in
1967,

{Joma Gonzalez, "Broadening the Outreach of Svangeliam-in-Depth,®
Latin inorica vangelist (May-June, 1963}, p. 10.)
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e Adoptigr of the Program by Others

By the Disciples of Clixrist in Mexico

“~In February of 1960, the Disciples of Christ denomination in Mex-
ico, gathorad for its ammal assembly, heard Kenneth Strachan speak on
Zvangelism in Depth. In the previous year, mational church leaders and
missiocnaries had held a series of institutes to analyze the static con-
dition of their denocmination and to adopt measures that might remedy the
situation, That is, their minds and hearts were prepared for a vision
and plan of evangelistic action that might be applied to their church.
Strachan, for his part, had arrived full of enthusiasm about the Evan-
gelism in Depth program that his mission had just initiated in NMicaragua.
The following is a brief account of that memorable assembly:

7 ‘The Holy Spirit used Dr. Strachan's messages as the spark to light
the wood which had been gathered during the institutes of 1959, In
8 dramatic moment during the last session of the Assembly, the dele~
gates approved the rough draft of what was to become the 'Flan
Revolucionario de Dvangelizacign' (Revolutionary Plan of Evangeliza-
tion) cammonly kmown as P.R.E.S| - -

A plamning conference in April of that year worked out the details of

the ncw plan based on Evangelism in Depth. How did Evangelism in Depth

work out in a denominational situation? The importance of this question

merits some detail at this point.

The Disciples of Christ work 1s located in the central mountain
states of Aguascalientes, San luds Potosl, and Zacatecas. Five years
ago, the church mumbered 800 communicant memders ocut of a total popula-
tion of 1,730,000 in the three states, These members fell into two

hamogenoue groups, namely, those in two urban middle-class congregations

/
Z(John Huegel, "An Fxperiment by a Statie Church,® in Church

Crowth in lexico by Donald MeGavran {Grand Rapids, Michigan: William
B. Derdmanc Publishing Company, 19€3), p. 70/'4
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and those in nineteen scattered rural mestizo congregations, At that
time, thore were four pastors, zeven national workers., EwpPIeyad=bicaki
missien:fsosssthe«Uinited=Stabesy and scventeen rmissionariea. On the
whole, the church found itself in a comnservative, Catholic section of
the country--an envirorment which looked with disfavor on the Protestant
minority. At the same tims, there were some liberalizing influences in
the area, such as, the govermment cammnal farms set up to break the semi-
Teudalisiic pattern that had prevalled since colonial times. Now, in this
situation, the Disciples found themselves face to face with a discouraging
reality, namely, the lack of mumerical growth in the church.

As a first step, after the adoption of the plan, the lsaders di-
vided up and vizited each church in order to explain the program in do-
tail and to attempt to awaken the Christians to their evangelism respon-
=ibility. Then, they indltiated a prayer campaign throughout the churches.
Not only were prayer cards distributed to the congregations, but a speclal
call to prayer was sent to friends in the United States and in other
places, Further, committees on prayer, finances, equipment, literature,
music, training, visitation, statistics, pudlicity, and exploration were
appainted. The leaders took these several steps in 1980,

The following year was also devoted to preparation. For instance,
a seminary student of ths denomination spent six months exploring the
fisld, The proceedure he used and the results he obtained are recorded
as follows:

( (@ o had members of twelve different churches give him names of rela-
° /7 tives or intimate friends in neighboring villages; these would later
receive an cvangelistic visit, He thus located 170 villages where

therc was at least one way for the Gospel to enter. He also identi-
fied three totally new areac where responcive *Revolutionary Ranchos!
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were located.)
In addition, the leaders of the plan held thirty-seven lay institutes in
the local churches. Zach institute consisted of a first week of nightly
studies in flomans and a sacond week of "practical training in commnica-
ting the Goopel to friends and relatives.® Ower 700 laymen enrolled in
these institutes. Also, the pastors prepared themselves for future evan~
gelisn campuign work by exchanging pulpdits axd conducting preaching mis~-
eglon=z. There were thirty-five confessions of faith as a result, But the
Disciples of Christ lsaders gave their peoplc still further training in
the begiming months of 1962. They brought in 3am Clark of the Navigators
group: wuwho, in turn, conducted four institutes for lay delegstes from the
churches. These delegates then returned to their congregations and in-
structsed the other laymen. In all, =ixteen months were devoted to train-
ing the denoxination for evangelism cutreach,
_———The cutreach began with a visitation canpaign in April, 1962,

<.

Mepbers of the city churches were to vi=it from house to house, and mem-
bers of the rural congregations were to visit their friends and relatives
in other towms and regions. "ue to lack of contimued supervision,™" the
leaders reported, "this phase of the program dld not bear the expected
fruit, ospecially in the cities."®

—The Mociples of Cuiast directors turnsd next to conducting evan-
gelistic efforts 4in the rural areas. Four teame composed of eleven stu-
dents from the Union Theologlcal Semimary in lexico City, two workers, and
2 laymzn wore sent out to conduct preaching missions of a week in length
in eighteon towns and villages. In the case of wzach mission, the local

?m., pp. 70-T1. bnsd., p. 7.
fIvid., p. 72,
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leaders and laymen assisted. Numerous street meetings were conducted,

The leaders reported the following results:

(~({/An aggregate total of 7,688 people attended the services, 9. econfes-

' «dons of faith and 231 recomnsecrations were registered, and ten new

villapes werc visited. For some ¢ s, these had been the first
evangelistic campaigns in years, \

J

The directors organized a follow-up program including the distribution
of literature to those who had responded and Bible study courses in cach
church uhere there had been & response,

Finally, the month of June was devoted to evangelism campaignc
in the canservative and Catholic cities of Ajuascalientes and San Ials
Potosi. Somothing of the courage involved in such undertakings is ex-
pressed in the following reports

) )

» ' J/In these two 'Conservative Cities! the Ivangelicals demonstrated a
nariced fear complex, especially in San Iunisz Potosl, There even the
pacstors had an almost paralyzing fear of what might happen in open~-
alr evangelistic meetings. Excuses and delays were presented at
each meeting of the committee, but as the dates drew mear, the Holy
Spdrit filled all in both cities with now courage and determination.! .

The leaders publicized the meetings by newspaper advertisements, fliers,
posters, and radio ammouncements, In each place, the first week of neet-

ings was held in a church bullding, and the second week, in a public
place, that 15, in a parking lot and in a labor union auditorium respec-
tively. The following report sums up the results of the urban campaigmc:

. (&9 Although enly forty-five persons confessed Christ during the cam-
paipgnes in thse two cities, a real impact was made on each city. The
OCvangelicals were fortified in ths faith and liberated freom their
blinding fear. They saw that they could gather in public to proclaim
their nossago with no persecutiaon and with the protection of their
government.” \

e

In addition to the 240 professions of faith, the following =ig-

m* TM-s PPe T2-73.
amd_'l P 73.
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nlficant results of the effort as a uhole were reported by the leaders:

*"This experiment has shown the leaders of the Church that aggressive evan~
gelionm doas bear fruit and it has created in their minds a desire for
church growth.®® Of course, the leaders of a church must believe in evan-
pnm if the chureh is to grow. Agains

7 'As a result of this m-yuarmpaign, two churchlsts grew to full
mm(unermmnm) two abandoned churches re-
gained life and members. The Cospel was preached regularly to people
in seven nov commnities and to fourteen intermittently, im which com-~
minitles there is every raason to believe that churchlets and churches
may develop. In almost every church in the field one hears of new vil-~
lagss vhere people have requestod that somoone come with the Gospel or
ws where there are matural bridges of relationship or friemd-

De by
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Andﬁ.nnlly:
¥, %&nrhfmvinmmty-m-mm of the Christian
Qurch / the Disciples of Christ denomina in Mexico have as

rnany church members been actiwvely engaged in some form of proclama-~

tion of the faith. Three churches now have groups of laymen who

vizit a total of twelve or more neighboring villages to hold ser-

vices and male personal calls, ILaymen have studied the Bible,

taught classes, maehodu travelled, vioited, and proclaimed the

Gospel as never before.,%* _
That 48, the leaders are convinced that such an Evangelism in Depth-like
program applied to a static denominational situation on the mission ficld
can and does bear fruit,

§ By Other Groups
While he was living, Eenneth Strachan received other invitations

from church leaders in various parts of the world who wanted his advice
on the use of Tvangeli=m in Depth in their countries. Although he him-
self was umable to comply with most of these invitations, Dayton Roboerts

and “uben lLores, prominent figures in the lLatin imerica Mission, are at

9“20_- pp. 73~Th. 4 es Pe Th.

Vg,
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the present time on an internmational trip to counsel with Protestant

leaders who have asither already initiated an Cvangelism in Depth program
or are contomplating such an effort, and have therefore asked help of the
mission. The itinerary includes Japan, Korea, Taiwan, the Philippinc Is-
lands, Hong Kong, Imdonesia, Thailand, India, lebanon, and Portugal. In
the cass of India, six church groups and seoven :ilssions in Maharazhtra
have united forces to apply Evangelism in Depth to an area of forty mil-
lion people. Accoyding to the latest reports, these groups were organ-
izing prayer cells and training classes, and preparing for evangelism
campaims. In the case of Portugal, Protestant lsaders have initiated a
novernont lmown as Movimiento Promotor ds Evangelizacao, based on IZvangel-

ism in Depth. They have already publisched nmmials by way of preparation
for tho national evangelistic outreach.

-~ A clty-aidde evangelism campaizn based on Evangeliasm in Depth has
been carried out in the Brazilian city of Sao Jose dos Campos. Im and
around the towm of Armenia, Colombis, the Christian and Missionary Al-
liance has conducted an Evangelism in Depth effort on a limited scale,
E[_n central WMgeria, an Evangelism in Depth-orientated mrogram imown as
New Life for All, and lasting fifteen months, was used.

In the United States, some local clurches and groups of churches
have sought to apply Evangelism in Depth to their situations. For in-
stance, church lcaders in the Appalachian regin Lhave asked the latin Amer-
ica Mission for assistance in the organization of such a program in their
region. On the loocal congregational lewvel, as far back as 1962, the pastor,
J. Wasley, of the Bethel Temple led his congregation in an Evangelism in
Depth-1ile effort. Their four-point program consisted of ths followdng:

(1) formation of many small prayer cells,
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(2) enlistment of the entire merbership in a Bible study and
memorigzation course,

(3) a sustained personal witnessing program,

(L) a climactic evangelistic campaizn.i2

It $5 probable that Hvangelism in Depth attract’even greater at-
tention and bc uaed yot more widely after the World Congress on Evangel~
jsm to be held in Berlin in the fall of this year. Fernando Vangioni,
participant in a number of Evangelism in Depth efforts in latin Ameeica,
will be one of the main evening speakers, and the latin America Mission
book Evangelism in Depth has been selected as one of the pre-study books,

(o D4 — The Opindon of the Speclalists
Numerous church and missionary leaders have expressed their opin-

ions on the significance of Evangelism in Depth. Some of these state-
ments express concepts that are important to bear in mind in view of a
final evaluation.

For instance, Robert L. Comstable of the Moody Bible Institute,

after a visit to Micaragua for the close of the Evangeliam in Depth ef~-
fort, wrote ths following conclusions

@ ( Do you believe every person in the country has been reached?t
“I asked Juan Isaise, national director of the effort,

o, he said. 'Not if you mean, has every person heard and
understood the Cospel? But we do believe that every person in the
country heard of the campaign and had the Cospel brought within
his reach,?

I thought of the Saviourt's commamnd, *Co ye . . . t©0 evary crea-
ture, « « +! Though the means of reaching ocut are vastly more ef-
fective, it seems increasingly hard to win attention., Meanwhilc
we face a mushrooming population. Hsre in the old proved wvay of
personal contact, supported by cuch other means as are availabls,
nay be one means of carrying out the great commission in the day

12u1atin America News Fromt,® Latin America Pvangelist (May-
m' 1962)’ Pe 20,
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in vhich we live.\3, |

James 1, Reapsuue, managing editor of the new Tvapgelical Missions ‘uar-

terly, affar a viait to Guatemala for the close of the Evangelism in

Depth effort, gave the same thought-provoking evaluation in an article
entitled, "Ouatemalas A Mation Evangelized."ll Had a method been found
that brought within the realm of poszibility the fulfillment of the Creat
Camission in a given land in a given generation?

Arthur F, (lasser, North America direcctor of the China Inland }Mis-
sion Overseas [dssionary Fellowship, has issued some significant state-
monts about "vangelisam in Depth. In an article entdtled, "New Dimension
in Evangeliazm,® he summarized the meesage of Evangelism in Depth for the
universal Church as followss |

'%M0PE. Here is a practical, intensely Biblical approach to the awful
demands and the awescme facts of the hour: the 'population explo~-
slon!' of non-primitive peoples; the secularistic intellectual ferment
of the educated; the anti-lestern political and cultural reaction of
the masses; and the torpor in the Church that has resulted in such a
relative paucity of missionary candidates to serve this gemeratiom.l5

This is an elucidation of the opinion expressed by Constable and Reapeome.

Glassor contimied with a sscond point:

/ /?ISIOH’ o
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The concept of Evangelism-in-Depth i3 not only a transfusion of new
1life and energy into the latin America Mission; it is a new vision
implanted to the natiomal church. What could be more sirategic in
the totality of missionary activity today than to strengthen this
church until it 12 an 'on-going Christian comunity?®* Vision in-

"ﬁobert L. Constable, "Discovery in Nicaragua,” Moody Monthly
(uly, 1960), p. 15.

1*{James W. Reapsopne, "Cuatemala: A Nation Evangeliszed," The
Sumz School Times, CIV| Ro, 52 (Demr 29, 19&), 965-

1Sarttur F. Glasser, "New Dimension in Cvangelism,® Latin Amer-
ica Pvangelist (November-December, 196l), inside back cover.
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decd--and that for all missions and all churches everyuberellé

He concluded as follows:s

([t Y.
¢ & & & &8 & ¢ o & ¥ ¢ & ¢ ¢ & ¢ 9 & © O & € ¢ 6 & v @ & ¢ 0 6 P & > O
God's people in a whole eountry, united to win others for Christ,
United] How the word thrills! . . + It IS possidble to make a col-~
lective, united vitness in the world teday . . « by a voluntary, un~
restrained coming together for a cooperative effort of all ev?xgel-
jcal churches for the lLord's glory and the salvation of men.l

In another article, Classer stated the following concerming Strachan, the

_author of IDvangeliss in Depth: YIndeed, onc feels that in time 4t will

|\” become apparent that he made an equally siznificant contribution /as

J. Budson Taylor_/ to the task of world evmgalization."la

(2 In- romt years, Domald McGevran and the Church OGrowth movemcnt
ha has chanpioncd have attracted the attention of missionsry authorities
in many parts of the world. The Church Growith Bulletin had the follow-

ing to say about Evangsliam in Depths;

'4,-‘;gninst this background / population explosion and ineffective mic-
slonary work / comes a refreshing book from latin America--EVANGEL-
IS IN DEPIH., It tells of a umited effort to bring renewval to the
Church and 14fe to multitudes. This pilot project in Nicaragua has
been repeated in other lands. FEvery chmrelman (national and mis-
zionary) should buy and ponder this book. It deseribes a mode of
cooperative evangeliam pessible in meny Cwrches and nations, It
can be nggimd to suit cdroumstances. It 1=z good. Iet us put it
to work.

= The Havward-Strachan Dobate

The International Review of Migsions recognized the significance
of Evangeliam in Depth and so in 198; asked Kemneth Strachan to contrib-
ute an article explaining the program. The Strachan contribution entd-

26maa. Mg,

18Ax'thur F. Glasser et al,, "Our Isteemed Brother and Our Friond,®
latin Awerica Mssion (May-Jume, 1965), p. 13.

19vBooks and Articles,® Church Growth Bulletin, I, No. L (March,
1965)’ 1k,
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tled "Call to B tress® appeared in the April issus of that yesar. In the

sare issue, Victor E, W. Hayward, Acting Director of the Division of
World ission and Evangelism of the Vorld Couneil of Churches, submitted
a critiqus of the Strachan article entitled "Call to Witmess--~But lthat
Kind of Htnass?® and thereby initiated an exchange of views. Zach pro-
duced two articles., In addition, Marims Barth of the Pittsburg Theolog-
ical Seminary, Martin Comsay of the Vorld Student Christian Federation,
and Dadlio Castro of the Mothodist Church in Uruguay, comtributed arti-
cles for this debate that lasted until the April issue of 1965.
& wmmmmw-Mtaumz-ﬂmmm
been ocutstandingly successful along its oum lines, "" m:.-,hismn?
damental concern was to criticize Evangelism in Depth, and this, not at
the level of methodelogy, but more fundamemtally, at the level of basic
presuppositions,. “dowvever seccessful 'Evangelism in Depth!'! is in uniting
“mmmmmm.vum. "the real question is:
T 5 / What responsidility will the churches have to carry if those vho are mosct
\ \

men reject the
enly to

& : A <y ‘

1'2{ That 13, w obJocted

to an evangelionm that produced church members who thereafter are only con«

cerned with tho religious activities of their congregations and not mean-
ingfully involved in the secular events of the world in whdch they liwve.
He objected to an evangelism that limits ite proclamation to a call to
conversion and does mot work with God in Hls aims for the total life of

2y ctor E. W. Hayward, "Call to Atness--But What Kind of Wit
ness?" T Intornational Review of Missiams, LIII, No. 210 (April, 194:),

201.')
21&&!§?: Pe 20'13
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His creation. le opposed that evangelistic theology that regards. gonvar-l
sion and adding members to the Church as more than "a by-product, e mnd
that doos not foous on the salvation of the world in a droad sense as the
fundamental ainm in view. "Does not Christ care for the hungry and f.hirsty,

e stoangers ) the mked, U sick #nd tkoey 4n prisoa??® he quese
tioned. Uhen Strachan asked Hayward to clarify how the latter would ap-
Ply this theology to practice, Hayvard anmuered, Miy answer is that I

| would start by asking the man who responds to the preaching of the Cospel
| to ask himself and others how he can show to "his family, the household,

the coxrumity or the mltitude® Christ!s compaasion for the total nseds

“of the total man in his own particular aociaty.”ﬂ‘ These quastions would

be asked of the new convert from the outsat,
By way of answer to the criticism of Hayward, Strachan said, "I

am , . o Teady to admat that there are emphases within our conservative-
| evangellical circlss which contiribute to an ultra-individualistic, falsely
pletistic, church-centered way of thought and life that constitutes an

wwmmwﬁwwammm
and sisein in Guriet. %5 T alsc dgreed that the purposss of God ax-
ceed the individusl and the Church and embrace the whole range of human
1life, indsed, the vhols creation, "™ut,? he stressed, "any interpreta-
tion of the ultimate ocutreach of the Jospel which overlooks or minimdzes

the conditions of repantance and regeneration which God has specified

‘%ﬂi-é 29.2 i

23y ctor E. W, Hayward, "Call to |Einess,” The Intermational fe-
view of iMssions, LIV, No. 214 (April, 1963), 192.

2hrusa,

257, Kermsth Strachan, "A Further t," The Internationpl Re-
view of Mssions, LIIT, No. 210 (April, 1943), 209.
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needs 8130 to be corrected in the 1light of L'Sc.u'i.p\‘.\n'o.'lgz Furthermore,
men repent and believe individually, albeit within the soclal structure
in vhich they find thomselves and uhich theoy will serve as Christians,
Also, in the work of evangelism, the worker will preach the eassentials,
that is, conversion, and lsave other truth, such as the service of the
Christian to his commmunity, for subsequent teaching. He agreed that the
Church on its world mission must be relsvant, but "in the final reckon-
ing the degree of our faithfulmess in adhering to the terms of cur mis-
sion vill determine the extent of our relevancy in the world, w27 [

_Er_t_h cautioned against an oversimplification of the issues of
the discussion and called for a contimicus quest to understand the mes-
sage of the GCospel as the primary requircoent for effective evangsliom,
This contribution was directed at both Strachan and Hayward. Comway saw
the dobate, although carried out on a nobly respectful plane, as yet
another evidence of the division betwesn conservative evangslicals and
followers of The Ccumenmical Movemsni--which, incidentally, Hayward de-
nded, considering himself an evangelical, Commy also pointed out that
the origimal Strachan article deals not so much with conceptual but prac-
tical matters, which induced him to ssy that "the practice of Lvangelism
in Depth sounds rather good. w26 ' Eouavar, as torpractaca, he eriticized
the absonce of a witness in relation to social and econosdc conditions.
He also raised an old questiont
' I also find very disturbing--again, in practice--the complets lack

B of mention, apart from caution about its cun apostolic efforts, of

the mjority Roman Catholic Church in the country / Micara ®
Just what is Svangeliem in Depth doing with and to the Christian

e es Po 211, 2Tmdd., p. 21k

28}!&:113 Comay, "A Permanent Argument?® International Re~
view of Missions, ILIII, MNo. 212 (October, 196!4), Eg. natiopel B
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fajth--irpature £oebh, no doubt, tut whose 1s not?-~of the al-
ready baptized

-~

Imilio Castro exproaaod the same padnt of view as Hayward, with
the addod virtuc that he speaks as a ILatin American. The following
quotation sumc up his thought:

A Iatin America iz at present living glorious moments. In the
rmidat of misery, ignorance and hunger, wa already perceive the start
of the history of the ordimary man, of our littls brother in whonm
Christ finds us. It would be a betrayal of God's purpeoss for him if
hs can find only a self-centered Church, or a Church out of touch

th rssl;.tyrand preoccupied with a message reduced to 'religiocus®
; p 3 &a : Q'Q )
{ y
Among other cboervations, Gastro makes tha following:

/(40 Here we must recognize that all our plamned programes

© ' of evangelism have a temporary characier; they are stop-gaps. They
help us to do consciously that which, in a profounder sense, should
be our daily activity. And like all vemsdies, they contain the in-
herent danger that we may be Wewmmmm
‘lose sight of true normality. [ 32€ f /, ,

: { {7/

and Director of the Cosmmission on VWorld Miseion and Evangeliam of the

L

World Coaumcil of Churches, tried to sum up the dobate Wdth the conclusion
that “the ixportant point, surely. is o mﬂamtaad both the context and
the content of conversicn,"€ ' ‘nnt 15, be understood that both Strachan
and Hayuard weore each making an important point. As for the content of
conversion, P@_&n said, "I think that there is a nmoed to be clear at
this thwe--juat because it is not popular~~that missions are concermed
with the radical conversion that lsads men to explicit allegiance to

“mag.

3034150 Castro, "Evangelism in Latin Aneries," The Internatiomal
ﬂew of 1ssions, LIIT, No. 212 (October, 196k), LSS-WBE,

tjlw., .'po hss.

321003]13 Nowbigin, "From the Iditor,” The Intermational Review
of Missions, IIV, No. 214 (April, 1965), 2. —
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Jesus erlst."33 As for the context of conversion, he stated:

A 2/(— The context of conversion in the New Testament is the announcement
o coming Kingdom, 'The time has come; the Kingdom of Cod is
upon youj; repent, and believe the good news'--the good news, that
is to say, that the Kingdom is at hand., Conversion, in this context
iz a twrning round in order to partlieipate by faith in a new reality
which is the true future of the whole creation. It is not,
first place, either saving one's own soul or Joinming a society

nam,wmmwmatmnmmm, and ite

N e

converts, should be rmona’ involved in the social, economic, cultural,

4
¥

and civic affairs of the communities in which thoy work and live,

This concludes the reviev of opinion about Dvangelism in Depth
as exprossed by mission leaders of both thse historic and the nonhistoric
churches, Tt alaso concludes the exszdnation phase of this study, That
is, the backgrowd of Evangelism in Depth has been comsidered. In like
mamner, the theory of the program has been studied. A full description
of the use of the methodology by the latin America Mission and by others
has been given. And, the abler examiners have voiced their appraisals.
The author must now draw his cenclusions and final evaluatien.

Big. Slznia,



CHAPTER. VII

AN EVALUATION OF THE PROGRAM

The Soope of the Great Commicsiopn Taken Seriously

-In the first place, by way of evaluation, Fvangelism in Depth
has the great merit of taking the dimensions of the Great Commission
seriously and damonstrating the possibiliity of their fulfillment. Our
lord has cmnged that the Gospol should be proclaimed to ®all oa-
t:lons."“ vt.o "tbé whole cre».'t.itm,"é ‘and "t.ot.he end of the earth.'&j Fux:
ther, since people come and go, Jesus meant that the preaching to all
men be carried ocut in every generation. ¥Ath thess awesome dimensions,
Kenneth E‘Qg_::_chn? wrestled until, under God, he came up with a mothod
coemmensurate with them, In addition, the resulis of this method applied
gave Christians hope that Ood could enablc them to accomplish the sacred
task.

-— Many have taken the imperative of the Great Commission seriocusly--
and so have gone to the ends of the carth--who at the same time have
doubtaed that the Cospel could actually be communicated to all men. Few
have dared to stress not only the imperative but also the dimensionc of
the mandate, John R, Mott stressed them both, and subsequent generations
excuoed him by saying that he misinterpreted the nev age of technology in

}im.t. 28:19; Luke 2L :m.ﬁ.
Nark 16515,

:técts 1:8.)
~ 108
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vhich he lived., At the same time, misaion lcaders have not been able to
abandon this aspect of ocur missionary duty. TFor instance, the represen-
tatives to the "hidtby mseting of the Intsrnational Missionary Council,
in 1947, issued the following statement:

The Gospel is to be preached to all men. Can it be sco preached
in our goreration? . . . when we consider the present extension of
the Church, and the divine and hhman resources available we dare to
belisve it possible that, before the present generation has passed
awuny, the Gospel should be preached to almost all the inhabitants of
the world in such & wvay as to make clear to tham the issue of faith
or disbelief in Jesus Christ. If this 1s possible, it is the task
of ths Church to see that it is done.9

. That Strachan comprehended this fact is revealed in the following

inspiring passage:

Can ws really reach everybody in any one country like Cuatemala? The
answer to that troubling question cams to me one morning wvhen ws ware
driving to the capital from ths interior, Along the way we had picked
up an Indian hitchhiker.

An opening question or two had disclosed the fact that we were
brothors in the Lord and had loosened tonguea., As the car made ita
wmy through the mountains, the Indian brother began to point to dis~
tant huts and hamlets where other Christians lived. Cvangelism-in-
Depth had come to Guatemala, he sald, and he and his fellow-Chris~
tians were all visiting their nelighbors, hiking over mountain trails
to pass the Gospel on. Without even knowing how to read the Scrip-
tural words for themsslves, they were fulfilling them. BEach one, in
his concern for a friend, a distant neighbor, o relative on another
nountainside, was helping to spread the good mews of Christ over the
whole country,

The answer became Joycusly and gloriously clear that morning:
yes, Christ meant tha Gospel for everybody. And everybody can be
reachaed. It is not a question of a few Christian workers exhaust-
ing themselves in futile efforts. It is the simple, natural, in-
spired and reproductive witness of every disciple according to his
oun gifts and experience, vharever God has placed him, that will
bring about the literal fulfillment of ths loxd's desire.

Svery creature means everybody.-”

-

~.—But does Lvangelism in Depth reach all nan in a given country?

*‘cuad.ttee of thes Intermational lissionary Council, Remewal and
Advance, A Report of the Mesting of the Cormittee at Whitby, Ontario,
1947, dited by C. W, Ranson (London: Ddinburgh House Press, 1948),
Pe 206. -

5R. Remmeth Strachan, "Everybody,®" latin America Evangelist
(Jamuary-February, 1963), p. 1.
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In an absolute sense, no. At the same timc, it does arrsesst the attention
of a nation, including its villages ac well as its cities, its masses and
even scmi-acsimdlated groups as well as iis leaders. Furthermore, Evan-
geldam in Depth plans for the continusd evangelistic witness after the
visiting advisors leave, At this point, it ought to be asked, did Christ
and s disciples preach to all men in Israel in their day? Probably not.
Still, who would say that thoy did not evangclize the nation, by their
concentration on the strategic cities of Jerusalem and Capsrnaum, by their
circuits throughout the rural areas, by the fame of them that spread
throughout the land? And might not something similar be said of the mis-
sionary Paul and his helpers? The Great Comalission means that all men
should hear, and, as the evangelist goes out in obedience, the Spirit of
God multiplies his witness in many ways.

iy _.To take the dimensions of the Creat Commission seriously requires,
amonyz other virtuwes, humility and courage, I!itrachan and his colleaguss
were humble enough to adrit that forms of mission work which they had ini~-
tiated, successful as they had been, were still inadequate. They were
also couragaous enough to look for new forms and discard or modify the
old, R, C, ﬂ, mission leader of the Southern Baptist Church, frankly
stated the need for these qualities as follows: "One fears that some
activities on the mission field (in all thres department=--evangelisam,

' education, and medicine) are carried on bescause no onc knows how to ad-

\ simister the coup de grace and start somethin: more productive.'q‘/

J
The Latheran Church in lLatin America can profit from Evangelism

in Depth at this padnt, for immigrant Iutherans, who form nine temths of

§Ro Ce &_l__x et al,,
D. A. MeGavran (New York:

yo’
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the mombership of this denomination, have only begun to think of the imperative and

dimensions of the Creat Cormmission as fodolf Obermuller, professor of

theology in the Umlon Theologlical Seminary and in the lLuthsran Theoloz-

ical Seminary of Argentina, admits in the following:

- /e consciousness of this duty [ evangelism 7. . . is still rela-
“tively weak, since the spiritual attitude of these churches (espe-
cially of their leaders) is still strongly influenced by the desire
to preserve obsolete traditions. HMHoreover, the expulsion of refu-~
gees fram Burope during the last Uorld VVar brought many new ethnic

groups %9 latin America whoss sole bond of union was usually their
church. === -

As for the I\:theran Mi sasion boards /u'hich are daing evangelistic work in
the South, and the lLatin American lutherans who form one tenth of the
denonination in the continent, Fvangslisnm in Depth represents a challenge
to seek a still greater, indeed, an all~-embracing evangelism program.
Happily, the Commission on latin America of the Iatheran Yorld Federation,
in one way and another, is streasing the evangeliasm task of the Iutheran
Church in the South., For instance, in 1962, this commission sponsored
Cammunlcations Conferences in Guatemala City and in Buenos Adres. Still,

the matter is urpent.

4.2 The lew Day for Evangelicm in latin America
In the second place, Svangeliasm in Depth discerns and illustrates

a now day for evangelissm in latin America, The latin America scene has
been chanydng rapidly in the last fifty years, and the Latin America [is-
gion has been able to observe or discover these changes and their signmiii-
cance for the work of evangelism. Furthermore, there have been develop-

ments wthin the Protestant community of vhich Strachan and his colleaguss

7}maou Obermuller, Ev li=m in [atin America {"World Bvangel-
ism Today,® ed, D. T. Miles, by te iety for Chris-~
tian Iiteraturc for the World Council of Churches; Londont Iatterworth
Pmaa, 1957)’ Pe 1’Jo :)
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have been avare., These men saw the changing scene, and, by tha grace of
God, they gave an answer for the times, God gave an open door, and,
through Svangeliam in Depth, they entercd that door,

Of course, some aspects of the latin American situation that can-
tribute to the current evangeslistic opportunity are not of recent occur-'
ence, For instance, political liberalism as an ideal of the majority of
the intellectuals and leaders dates from the beginning of the republican
period when, in the name of dewmocracy the Creoles broke with Spain and
Portugal. This democratic ideal included and s3till includes freedom of
religion, in spite of the fact that the Catholic Chureh party has tena-
clously opposcd this principle, indeed, the liberal tradition as a vhole,
right up until the present decade. This being the case, Protestant mis-
sions could enter lLatin America and work.

Another aspect of the latin American situvation that cemtributes
to the present evangeslistic challenge is even older than the former,
namely, the religious vacuum among the masses., !Many Protestant author-
ities have not been clear about this fact, for Catholic spolkmsmen have
persistently claimed the continemt to be 907 Catholic. Uuhile it i1s true
that the great majority of latin Americanz have been baptized in the
Catholic Chmrch, still the following situstian, conservatively described
by Obermmller in 1957, prevails:

. I_"'J"-'?'.' ) In the countries in this area most people are outside the range

of Christian or religious influences, One-third of the 150 million
inhabi tants of latin America may possibly to some extent be under
the organization of the Noman Cathollic. . « . But two-thirds, or
100 nmillion people, live without any ties or any contact with a
Christian Church.®

Some progreagive Catholic authorities in latin America have analyzed the

Bwo_g m‘ 6‘70




110

situation of the masses in even more urgent terms, Accordingly, Cardinal
Raul 3_1_1?8 Honriques of Chile, enumerating the causes of Protestant mds-
sopary activity in latin America before the dolegates of the Second Vati-
can Council, began the list with the following point: "Religlous needs
of the poople inadsquately met by ocur Catholic pastoral structures, due
to the lack of priests, or to the lack of concern on tha part of the la-
ity, or becauce ws perform the pastoral ministry in the confidence of
having an eatablislrd (hriatd.a.:_ﬂty and not according to the reality of a

state of xﬂasion."’ That is, E‘:ilva ;uataﬁss the presence of Protestant
| mi esionaries in Iatin Amerioca, a;l recently, on a visit to New York, he
proved 1t by visiting executive secretaries of the mission boards at work
in Latin Amorica, "to express his appreciatian for what Protestant mds-
sions and Protestant churches had contributed t“o the spiritusl life of
Latin Amcrica, and :Ln gut:l.tude for the debt which the Roman Catholic
Church owod them, w10 lb one med suffer qualms of conscience about ths
evangelistic agressiveness of Evangelism in Depth or any othar Protes-
tant agamcy in "Catholic®” Latin America; men of good will, including
Catholics, applaud such agressiveness,

s _How, in addition to a political climate that permits the presence
of Protestant nlssions and the religious vacuum among the masses, the la-
tin America Misscion discerns new developments in the latin Amcrica scenc,
such as, the sconomic and soclal revolution that e predisposing large
sections of the masses to accept new ideas and new patterns of life. The
revolution began in 1910 when the Mexican peasant masses rose up to suc-~

%1 Silva Henriques, quoted in an editorial by Jorge Mejia,
El Mereurio (Cuemea, Ecuador, Decembor 9, 1963), p. S. )

’Paohn A, Mackay, “Christ or Religion?® World Vision, IX, No. 7
(Muly-suvgust, 1965), 23. )
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cessfully demand Justice and land of the privileged few. Since colondal
times, the aristocracy, not only of Mexico but of all latin America, has
held hige estates of land taken from the Indlans, and they have dominated
the peasants. Iurthsrmore, the patronc have dope little to raise the
general cultural and physical condition of their subjects, However, be-
ginning with the Mexican Revolution of 1910, the peasant and working
class would no longer tolerate the serd-~-feudal situation, and, since that
time, a profound unrest and agitation of a zocial and economic natwre has
characterized the entire continent. In 1952, the Bolivian masses cap-
tured political control and imitiated drastic reforms. In 1959, the peo-
ple led by [idel Castro revolted in Cuba, but Communism betrayed that
movenomt. Throughout the continent, larpge migrations of resatless rural
pecpls are moving toward ths cities. 7o aggravate the problem, the an-~
mial rate of population growth in the continent is 2.6 per wl@nlhr
than that of any comparable region in the world. 1! The masses, in des~
peration, are breaking with the life patterns of the past and groping
for pev messiahs. They are even giving Proteatant evangelists a hearing.
o — Again, the Latin America Mission sees the new face of Catholi-
ceism in laddn America, Even before the Second Vatican Councll, changes
were discermible. For instance, Catholic authoritlies, including the
American, John Comsidine, were calling attention to the lack of priests
in the continent and the consequent docline in the church. Other Cath-
olic progressives, espsclally in Chile, were concerned about soclal and
econonic developments and were therefore taking the lead in social actiian.
In 1955, the iatin American church, %aldng a cigmdficant step, organised

#Hyrtlo M. Clemmer and W, Stanley Rycroft, ®A Statistical Study
of Iatin Amorica," Occasional Bulletin, Vol. ZXXII, No. 5 (May, 1962), :th.\).
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the Latin American Bishop's Conference in order to confront the social

and reliziocus meeds of the continent., Finally, in 1959, John XXIII called
for the Second Vatican Council which not only focused on renewal within
the church but also on brotherly relation: with non-Catholic Christians.
This second aim represented a radical change for the conservative Cath-
olics of Latin America, and prelates and laymen alike, once the council
actually began, watched with wonderment as Catholic progressives showed
more sirength than the comservatives, as Protestant obsaervers were invited
and actually present during the proceedings, and as the bishops issued the
epoch-making decree on religious liberty. In the course of the seven
vangslism in Depth efforts, the Latin America lMlssion could see the face
of Catholician change from stermness in Micaragua and Costa Rieca to near
Iriendliness in Bolivia. As far as the public was concerned, the reaction
was even nore positive.

" Then, in addition to the new reaponsiveness on ths part of a peo-
Ple in flux and the new face of Catholicism, the latin America Mission
discerns significant developments within Latin American Protestantisa:,
For instance, it sees a church that has reached numerical strength ouf-
ficlient to arrest the attention of the public for the first time in ite
history. The 750,000 members of the Protestant conmunity of 1925 could
not male much of an impression on the public, but a generation later that
mmber had grown to 7,500,000,12 Furthormore, in spite of the 150 plus
Protestant denoriinations or missions at work in Latin America, 75% of the

-
'@}ﬁ%ton M. Nelson, "Separatiom or ?opemtion?" latin Amcrica
Dvange ]ist}(.zegtanbermctober, 1961Y, p. 7. )
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niscionaries balong to the nomhistoric churches.X® In spite of the many
divisions among this 75% and in spite of the fact that as a rule they do
not belong to the Yorld Council of Churches that has stressed the ecunen-
ical responsibdlity, still they do emphasize their immer spiritual unity
and they have become increasingly sensitive about their lack of ocutward
unity. That 1s, the stage was set for a lemr in sustained cooperative
evangelimn, That leadsr, under Cod, was Eenneth Strachan. Although
Strachan did not care to emphasize the parade in the national campaims,
still that feature of Evanpgeliam in Depth has come to symbolize the
strength and undty of the Protestant Church which he perceived. The
paradc more than any other aspect of the program is a symbol of the mew
day for evanpgelistic witness discermasd and illustrated by the Latin Amor-
ica Mis=ion,

.~ —— The statistics of campaign attendance and of professions of faith
constdtute a telling witness to the nevw day for evangelism., Many more
listened to the message on the radio and read it on the printed page. Of
couroe, the professions of faith statistics of ths Evangelism in Depth
efforts have their limitations. These figures are the number of persons
who signed decision cards afier ths various svangelistic campai;ns and

of those prayed with concerning conversion in the visitation phase of

the program. They do not pretend to represent clmrch membership, for

the Iatin America Mission advisors leave a country before church member-
ship instruction takes place and people are actually received into the
congragations. It would be valuable if the Latin America Mission would

: P‘P 5 N } : €
e e 1 Tatin Americs, Busk Hil1ls Tulls, Pemomle
nnia Nmnbor 10-12, 1957 (New York: Committee on Cooperation in latin
imerica, 1957), pe 9.)
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collect atatistics on church membership and its relation to the Ivangsl-
ism in Depth acffort, say, one year after its conclusiomns. However, even
in view of insvitable losses, that 15,000 adults and young peopls should
answver an altar call and ask for counselling or desire to pray with a
visitor concerning repentance and faith in Christ is highly sdgnmificant,
especially in latin America. Any church, including the Iatheran Church,
is not only happy but also impressed when 15,000 unchurched ask for cate-
chetical inctruction,

-It should be mentionad that Evangelisc in Depth is not the only
examplc of effective evangeliam in this new day for latin America. In-
deed, ths primary example is not Evangelism in Depth but Pentecostali=m
which in Brazil alone has ascended to an astronomical 1,639,000 communi-
cant members 3ince 1910.16 In terms of its larger significance, Pente-
costal success in latin America powerfully reinforces the general con-
cluzion of the open door for evangelis:m in Latin America now.

then St. Paul discerned the open door at S“phesus, he decided to

remain there, that is, take advantage of ths opportunity that God had
glven, _S:wl; 70%0rtunities represent sacred visitations from God, which
on the part of His servants demand loyal response. Of ILutherans at work
in Iatin /America today, along with all Protestant groups, such loyal re-
sponse 4s required., It is the day for agiressive evangelism among the
latin American camrunity on all the fieclds.
3.3 The Witness of the Entire Guurch

- —— I the third place, Dvangeliam in Depth challenges and enables

Q"la.llian R, Read, Mow Patterns of Chwirch Orowth in Brasil (Grand

#\g'.[ Cor. 16:8,9;{.‘
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the entire Church of a given republic to give a coordinated witness to
that republic, This point illustrates hov profound a simple idea can he.
It also shows the genius of Strachan. For, having faced the breadth of
ths misglonary mandate and having discermed the Latin America field as
ripe for harvest, Strachan simply remembered that it is a tesk for the
Church--but the whole Church. This reads lilr a Sunday School lessaon,
for none denies that the lord cosmilssioned the Church to give the witness,
But, upon further reflection, it must be addtted that few have beliseved
that the visible Church with its sins, weaknesses, and divisions could
give a wdtness that is unified, "in dopth,® and coordinated. There are
several acspects to this point.
J.3.1 . -The Participation of the Laity in “vangelism

The Dvanpelism in Depth program of the Latin America Missziom un~
derscores and demonstrates that not only the missiomaries and natirnal
pastore but also the laymen of the younger churches have a vital part 4in
the work of avangelism, The laymen, and not only their leaders, are a
part of the Church to vhom Christ gave the missionary cosmand. Indecd,
they constitute the overuhelming majority of the Church, and so repre-
sent the largest witnessing force of the Church, They too have received
gfts of the Spirit to enable them, The laymen have the direct and in-
tinate contact with the community to wvhaom the witness is to be given, In
that comunity they are to evangelize, just as the Christians of the ear-
ly Jerusalem congregation, persecuted and scattered, "went about preach-
the word."¢ For and in this evengelistic work of the laity, the pastors
will train and lead them. Melvin 1. Hodges of the Pentecostal Church
vwidch more than any other in Latin America has been characterized by lay

-I'GAO“ 3 "J -
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activity, underscores the vital function of the laity in evangellsm ac
follows:
1 (9 ) 1n those areas of latin America where the Church has truly pro-
gressed it is notable that the entire Church is fruitful seed. There
is always a cpecial emphasis on lay activity. ©DOvery convert is a
witness and every Christian workes mot only within his church but in
m&? and branch m S&:;lgs ml’ personal witness of
] “m
Of course, Iatherans can understand this, for it is one vital
aspect of the doctrine of the universal priesthood of believers. In or-
der that this aspect be put into practice in Iatin America, Lutheran
leaders may have to undertake a forthright efiort in the churches, in-
volving moasures toward renewal and guidance in visitation and other
forms of evangelism, Evangelism in Depth can benefit all in this regard.
].2.2  'The Comgregation as the Focal Puint of Evangelism
Ivangeliam in Depth does not exclude the function of the loeal
congregation in the work of evangelism. Not omly are the comverts in
the mn cappaigne referred to the local congregations, but alsoc, train-
ing fwiwﬁm is done by the local congregations, visitation work
is first carvied out around and in reforence to the loeal churches, local
ekuaﬁsjmdm constitute a part of the program, and the aim of
Evangesliam in Dopth is that tha churclcs be rencwed in order to carry on
evangelim wher the advisors leave. The support that Dvangelian in Depth
gives to the local programs is of utmost importance, for thereby it ac-
cords with the Biblical concept of the local congregation as ths Chmrch.
Since Lvangeliam in Depth i= careful aboui this podat, Lutheran Churches
in Iatin America, by participating in the Tvangelism in Depth efforts

will find that their local programs, far frem being slighted and overrun,

171!. L. Hodges et al., Church Growth and Christian Mission, ed.
D. A, McGavran, p. 117.
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will rather be heightened.
g MK " Respect for the Denomination
« Dvangeliam in Depth makes every effort to guarantee respect for
denominational distinctiveness within the limits of evangelical Chris-
tianity, and the fact that such larpge percentages of Protestant missions
and churches in the different republics uwhere the efforts were carried
out felt free to cooperate, demonstrates this fact, Specific measures
designed to plsase denominations include the following: the request to
the denominatiional leaders at the beginning for the endorsement of Evan-
gelisn in Depth, the close cooperatim with dencerinational leaders
throughout the effort by means of the llational Coordinating Committee,
tho appointment of denaminational regianal committees in areas where only
oms group works, and the varled involwement of ihe local churches led by
their pastors. The last two points are especially important, for they
perudit the denxdinations to direct the training of laymen for evangeliosn,
the visitation phase, the local campeigns, the reglonal campaigns, and
the follow-up, exactly as they wish to do so, that is, along their dis-
tinctive lines, As for activities of the program carried ocut on a union
basis, Lutherans, for instance, would approve of the showing of the lartin
Inther film, the Reformation Day service, and the Lutheran posters and
floats in the parade. Most important, the}:fmm also approve of the
basic principles of evangelical Matianté}/ﬁﬂ.eb in the main constitute
the message of the Evangelism in Depth efforts. Admittedly, distinctive
features of each participating group inadvertently slip in during such
undertakings, but this may be overlooked in Christian love, amd in view
of the main characteristics of the effort, especially when the promram is
of a temporary nature. Evangelism in Depth is right in its reapeact for
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the denomdnation, for since Apostolic times therc have been diverse mani-
festations at the intercongregational level within the one Church of
Christ, That is, there is a valid denovdnationaliam, Just as Gentils
Christians and Jewish Christians in the primitive Church respected and
thanked God for onme another--although this principle has besn greatly
abused in our day. In a word, Intherans who decided to cooperate with
Ivangelian in Depth did not err but rather strengthened their own denom-
ination,.
43,4 & he Participation of the Various Hssion=z
_ -Svangelisam in Depth gives placc not only to the denominations
but also to the various missions, for these also form a part of the total
Church of a given country. The missions have been sent by God for the
creation and the establishment of the Churceh in the various lands, Of
course, the Latin America Mission itself is a missiom. Then, mmerocus
auxiliary missionary organisations, such as, the United Blble Socleties,
Missionary Aviation Fellowship, Youth for Christ, Moody literature }ice
slon, and so forth, participate as such in their respective wvays. True,
the various coordinating committees are made up mostly of younger church
representativos. However, the missions back up the representatives of
the cister churches in every way, and they work right along with the
national Christians in the various activities of the effort. lVhen there
i35 a cholice botwoen & mission and a national church, the latter gets the
preforence in Dvangeliam in Depth, which is correct, for the churchas
reprasent the permanent organizations in the republice, However, the
missions are not slighted, and ample room iz provided for them to make
their full contributions. Churches and missions work topether in the

evanzeliom task,
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Mass Media and Various Gifts
Svangelism in Depth does not restrict itself to one or certain
types of evangelism approach but seeks to utilizs the mumerous and varied
rescurces of the Church., This accords with the truth that the Spirit of
God has given different gifts to ths Church for their use in her life and
work. The Apostle Paul wrote, “"Having gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion %o our
faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who
exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberali@ who
gives said, with zeal; he who does acts of mcrey, with cheerfulness,»lf
This Evangelism in Depth seeks to do, and 30, not only visitation but
also personal evangelism is employed, not only the evangelistic sermon
but also the series of evangelistic meetings in the church, not only evan-
gelionm through the various types of mass media but also the mass campaign,
not only the evangelistic word but also the evangelistic deed. Indeed,
the record of the various Dvangelis:c in Depth efforts constitutes a wealth
of practical suggestions as to specific evangslistic approaches from which
any rmission body, including our ILutheran boards and fleld conferences,
might greatly profit. In part, the varied approach of Cvangeli=m in Dopth
stems from the recognition of sharp class distinctions in latin America
and the wvise decision to approach each in the most suited mammer. TFor
instance, ths underdsveloped Indian is approached with & method including
a social service, the fearful women are given special consideration, the
sophisticatod intelligentsia are invited in a more formal way, the chil-
dren and youth require a simple approach, and the masses are met in an
unsophisticated and straightforward way. Although Evangelism in Depth

f‘aﬂma 12:6-8.;
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did include a special approach to the "nglish-speaking colonies in Central
America, it is regrettable that the variouc immigrant groups were not in-
cluded in the various efforts. Jewlch cvangelism ought to be included 4in
thase effortas. As for the European immigrants of Lutheran background,
nany of iwhiam are little more than nominal church members who only ocea-
sionally attend church, evangelism among these requires a special approach
which the Lutheran churches and boards, by participation in the future
evangelias ¢fforts, would be able to provide,

. C The United Witness of the Cimrch

C Nowu, the lay witness, the congregational witness, the denomina-
tianal witness, the contribution of the missions, with all the various
gifts and resources involved, Evangeliam in Depth brings together for a
united, coordinated, and sustaeined impact on the country involved. That
is, the Svangeliem in Depth program takss the ecumenical dimension of the
Chaarch seriously and earmestly believes in its vital relation to the evan-
gelistic witness to the world. How thought-provoking that a group that
opposes the World Council of Churches should call for the united witneass
of the Cwrch, hurdle some of the difficulties involved, and virtually
achisve it, alboit on a temporary basis, in seven differemt lands! Of
course, the hristians and churches involved are profoundly impressed

and greatly encouraged. The world, also, applauds through its press amd
leadors, and respornds to altar calls, And the Catholic Church is taken
back and even cxtends congratulations, Iatherans who have been in the
vanguard of the ecumenical movement canmot but approve of this. Accord-
ingly, the last Lutheran lorld Federation Assembly at Helsinki agreed on

- the following new emphacis for Latin America; "o foster ecumenical fel-
lowship with Protestant brethren . . . with a viewv to eliminating mutual
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misconceptions and establishing areas of sffective cooperation of Chris-
tlan witness,®?

Y — Yord d

— In the fourth place, Evangelism in Depth maintains the proper

relation betwsen the preaching of conversion and the doing of social work,

That is, the program streases the evangelistic word about canversion to
Christ, but 1% also includes the evangelistic deed of love and mercy in
ths name of Christ,

As for the evangelistic deed, Evangelism in Depth makes room for

such social contributions as the Good-1A1l Caravan, thirty of which func-

tioned in the Bolivia effort., At the same time, it sust be remembered
that Tvangeliem in Depth is of limited duration and so cannot be expected
to undertake long-range programs. Such long-range social programs, as
well as othor forms of involvement in Latin ‘merican life, must be left
to the missions and churches that reside in a given country, even as the
Iatin ‘nmerica Mssion ftself as a permanent organisation in Costa Rica
and Colamblia spomsors schools, an orphanage, and a hospital, Of course,
Iatin Americans are now in the midst of dire social and economic, cul-
tural and public hsalth needs, and they understand and appreciate what-
ever affective aid the Protestant groups can provide, even as the govern~
ment of Bolivia appreniated and facilitated the work of the Good-iill
Caravans, The injunction of our Lord to "let your light so shine before
men, that they ray see your good vorks,'éo 15 very meamingful for evan-
gelists in lLatin America today.

lemm World Federation, 8, A feport of the Fourth
Assembly at Helsinki, Finland, July ugus » 1963 (Berlin:
Lutherisches Vorlagshaus, 1965). Pe 3&5)
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c At the came time, the basic social contribution of the Christian
missdlonary is the Gospel, The several verzsions o.t the Great cm:-sim
stress the evangelistic word, that is, teaching, 21 preaching,?? and it~
mani.ngzaa to the Gospel, and this Gospel of Christ our righteousness saves
the soul and exaltis the nsi:d.m:.ml The atrtaa on conversion is not margi-
nmal to the Christian withess nor is it irrelevant to the world, and the
Evangeliom in Depth program has the great merit of keeping this straight.
Converaion is exactly what Latin Amexdica needs, as Obermuller points out
in the following:
V()7 Besl comtact wAth latin Amesican poople is made when there is

urderstanding of how to put faith into practice, « . +» The first

task of evangelism is, therefore, to arouse a sense of persomal

responsibility. In this setting conversion becomes an important

event, becauss it involves taking a clear attituds, making a deci-

SiRneatien, 15 Tatin Amsbis Ge Gorightad o fmeier o corersion iS

But doos not Svangelism in Depth makeo an emotiomal approach? Yes,

in part, The spirit of campalgn prevails, tho preaching is ardent, the
subjoctive response of decision and faith is stressed, But that evan-
gelistic preaching and endeavar be emotional does not represent a weak-
ness but rather a strong point, indeed, a necessary quality if psople
are to be moved. GCod is ths only causa of conversion, but His evanpel-
ists must be men of seal, and the whole simner including his emotions
responds to the Cospel invitation. /Accordingly, Conrad ch, ecu-~-
tive Director of the Comission on Dvangelism of the Amri(ea theran
Church, wrote the following about the evangelism mossage: el

An evangwlistic message confronts the hearer with the claims of

%@hﬁt. 28:207 | ?;hrk 16:15; Iake 2L !117-\_'

‘”m 291483 Acts 1:8. ) Prov, L13k.)
g@mmu_er, Pe 8.
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Jesus Christ. It is an urgent message, God pressing his c%,ains upon
men redemptively, with a decision as the intended result.29

That is, under such circumstances, both ths evangelist and ths unconverted
listener experience emotion. But Evangelism in Depth is not only emo-
tional in approach, but also intellectual or doctrinal. The Latin Amer-
ican public demands this in order to know wherein the Protestant Church
differs from the Catholic Church.

The limitations of Cooperative Svangelism

In the fifth place, Evangelism in Depth, because of its interde-
nominational nature, cannot give united expression to certain important
aspects of evangeliasm but rathser sust loave them to the follow-up phace
in charge of the respective denominations. This represents a weakness of
the program. More particularly, it is a weakness of fragmented Protes-
tantism in Latin Awmerica which can only agree on certain basic facets of
evangelism and not on the others. That is, the leaders of Evangelism in
Depth do not necessarily reject an evangoliamm that is complete from a
Biblical point of view; rather they must work with Latin American Protes-
tantiam as it is. FEvangeliam in Depth leaders, before the respective
audiences of Latin America, can only underscore the importance of several
remaining aspscts of conversion to Christ and then refer the people to
the denominations for further explanations. The leaders believe that the
situation in the South requires a united and sustained, llb.%t imperfect,
evangolistic approach. Indeed, God Himself must work with what He has in
His Church and, in spite of the wealknesses and sins, work out His saving
purposes. But what are the aspects of Biblical evangelism that cannot be
handled on a united basis in Evangelism in Depth?

zécmrad M. Thompson, "Evangeliam,® The Encyclopedia of the
Lutheran Church, ed. Julius Bodensieck, I (1985), 520.'
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Baptian

The precise function of baptism for conversion and evangelimm
must be referred to the follow-up period in charge of the denominational
leaders., The reason for this is that the several conflicting Protestant
views on this matter are represented in the cooperating church bodies,
Accordingly, program leaders refer people who sign decision cards to a
specific church vhere they will receive further instruction as to this
subject,

Baptism, of course, forms a part of the New Testament comversion
experience, Accordingly, of the first converts of the Christian Church,
Luke records that "those who received his / Peter's_/ word were baptized,
and there were added that day about three thousand souls.®27 Also, of
the subsequent converts resultant from the missionary labours of the apos-
tles and the Church, again and again the Scriptures include baptism in
their initisl salvation experisence. That ia, whatever meaning be attached
to baptism, the rite must form a part of the Biblical evangelism program.

As to the significance of baptism, Mark quotes the words of the
lord in the Great Commission as follows: "He who believes and is baptised
shall be saved; but he who does nmot believe will be condemned."28 Tme
strongest words as to the meaning of the rite come from Peter who affirms,
"Baptism . . . DOW Saves you.™2? Of course, this last passage must be
understood in the light of ths many other Bible portioms that point to
God Himself as the origin of grace and salvation, and not baptism. Fur-
thermore, the Bible underscores the response of faith as the necessary
condition on the part of man, if he is to be saved. At the same time, it

2¥acts 2:k1. 28tark 16116,
297 Poter 3:21.
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is evident from the passages adbove, as wall as others, that baptism is
connected with the grace of God. Baptism is a sacrament. Baptism is a
medium of saving grace., Martin Luther in many places penned the meaning
of baptise and its relation to grace and faith, as illustrated by the
following: "Thus you clearly see baptism is no work which we do, but &

) treasure vhich God gives us and of uwhich faith lays hold; jJust as our
| Loxrd Jesus Christ upon the cross is not a work but a treasure compre-
\hended and offered in the Word and received by faith,*30

¢ ~In the great majority of cases, the copverts wonikbrough the efforts
of the churches during the Evangelism in

in Depth efforts have been baptized in the iioman Catholic Church as in-
fants, This baptism is valid, because it was administered in the name
of the Trinity, and because infants are not excluded from the command
of our Lord to baptise ®all natioms.®31 However, these people had sub-
sequently strayed away from the Christ of their baptism before, through
the preaching of the Word in Evangelisa in Depth, they heard His in-
vitation to retumn.

Instruction
) Some instruction concerning grace, redemption, and faith is given
1; the preaching mesetings of the Evangeliem in Depth efforts., However,
in the main, instruction of the converts must be handled by the cooper-
ating denominations in and after the follow-up period. The lsaders of
the Evangelism in Depth program plan that the participating churches re-
coive the new converts into their respective catechetical, membership,
and baptismal courses, as well as into the respective continuing adult

ﬁu'un Luther, Large Catechism, translated from the German by
John Micholas Lenker (Minneapolis, Mimmesota: Augsburg Publishing House,
1935): Pe l&lo“)
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education programs. FEvangelism in Depth itself cannot give this instruc-
tion because of the different doctrinal positions of the cooperating
bodies.

. ‘For not only baptism but also instruction, according to the New
k Testament, plays a vital part in evangelization and conversion to Christ,
Accordingly, of the evangelism ministry of our lord, Matthew records that
"he went about all Galilea, teaching in thelr synagogues and preaching
the Gospel of the Kingdom and healing every disease among the peopls,32
Furthermore, the lord not cnly taught in His evangelism ministry but also,
in the Great Commission, provided that the teaching evangelistic ministry
contimie, in the following words, ®"Co therefore and make disciplses of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you,"33
That 1s, byimeans of baptiam and teaching the apostles were to malke dis~
ciples., Decause the words "baptizing®™ and "teaching® are not conmected
with a conjunction--neither in the COreek nor in the English--the lord
suggeats that teaching will in some cases precede baptism and in other
cases follow.

¢ - [lowever, evangelists sust keop in mind that for Jesus teaching
was directed not only to the intslleet but also to the will, Jesus di-
rected Himself to the whole man, and ®"all that I have commanded you® is
to be dlrected to the whole man, [Lvangelistic teaching dare not reduce
itself to the mere impartation of lmowledge. Oerhard Kittel, in his
momuental Theological Dictionmary of thc New Testament, writes about

~ didaskw as used by Jesus as follows: "The uhole teaching of Jesus is
with a view to the ordering of 1life with reference to GCod and one's
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neighbor . « « + Thus His teaching constantly appeals to the will, call-
ing for a practical decision either for the will of God or against 1t.‘31{/ '
' Church Membership

Various denominations participate in the Evangelism in Depth ef-
forts, and so the converts camnot be gulded to membership in one church.
The converts must choose among ssveral denoedmations, or they are refer-
roed to congregations which are near to their residences or which were in-
strumental in their conversion. In practice, the choice of a denomimation
among several for Latin Americans 1s not entirely problematical, for Cath-
olics in the South are accustommed to declding between regular and secular
parishes and botween churches maintained by the numerous regular orders.
They are also aware of some of the differences between these various Cath-
olic groupings.

The instructions of Christ to the future apostles concerning
church discipline, recorded in Matthew 18:15-20, make it clear that le
intended that His future followers becoms members of local congregations,
Of the erring brother He says, "If he refuses to listen to them / two or
three witnesses_7/, tell it to the church . « « « Where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them."35 Accordingly,
the missionary Faul not only preached, baptised, and instructed his con-
verts, but also gathered them into a local congregation with appointed
lsaders who would see to the ministry of the Vord and sacraments, before
‘he considered that place evangelised and so could move on to another city.

-‘,{{‘Oarlnrd Kittel (ed.), Theological Dictionary of the New Tes-
tament, translated from the German and edited by Geoffrey W, Bromile
?‘%};hf Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B, Ferdmans Company, 19€L),

3Patt. 18:17-20.
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So Iake recorded about Paul and his companions that "when they had ap-
pointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting, they
comsd tted them to the Lord in whom they believed.®36 Feter Beyerhaus is
correct ihen hs states, | -

/ Tt 1s a remarkable thing, and most significant for an understanding

/. of the true nature of the Cospel, that tho experience of conversion
| immediately leads to the desire to join s Christian fellowship. This
| has aluays been a phenomenon of the Christian religion, from the days
of the Apostles until now.37 (

.
o ' ntanel

Finally, although it does mobilize the Church and result in many
professions of faith, Evangelism in Depth lacks a complstely natural and
spontancous quality characteristic of profound movements of the Spirit of
GCod. To be sure, the lLatin America !Mission represents a harmonmious part-
nership and fellowship in the work of Christ, and the same freedom appears
in sach republic vhere it conducts the evangelism efforts. Also, the
latin American Christians cooperate wholsheartedly with the program, and,
from time to time, go beyond the program with enthmsiastic activity., To
be sure, ths statistics are impressive., DBesides, the Evangelism in Depth
leadership has wisely endeavored to remove foreign aspects that thwvart
indigonousness, At the same time, Evangeli=sm in Depth is essentially a
prearranged and scheduled course of evangelistic proceedings--a program.
It i good and excellent, one of the finest contributions that Protestant
missions have made in latin Aserica. God has blessed it., Lvangeslism in
Depth must contime, Still, a progran is not an awakening., It 43 not a

people movement. It does not represent spontaneous expansion. Christian

36pcts 14223,

37Poter Beyerhaus and Benry lofever, The Responsible Church and
Foreign Mesion (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Villlam B, Eerdmans Fub-

liehing Company, 196L), p. 107,
/
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wvorkers ought always to pray for the highest and seek to remove those im-
pediments that prevent God from giving His best,
" Are there impediments in Evangeliom in Depth? The author is dis-
turbed about somoe misleading statementis as to the casual principls behind
successful evangelism, such as, Evangelism in Depth., For instance,
Robarts reported that "to be successful and to nerit the blessing of God

[u'alics nim], a program of evangolisn must be adequate to the opper-

I
f

turd ty and noed. -38 Again, throughout several Ivangelism in Depth of-
forts the Christians were taught the theme song, "e shall win Wicaragua
[“Guatemala, and so forth 7 for Jesus if culy we battle for Him."3? Again,
Oustafson from Bolivia reported, "If things did mt go well enocugh, we wmre
told we did not pray long enough."w No. In the Christian mission, the
causal principle is and must ever be God Himself. Evangelism does not
sucoeed becauce of the wisdom and efforts of the (hristians and their lead-
ers, nor beosuss of a principle, nor because of a method, na:'{r/::eause of
our prayers. To be sure, God has chosen to uss the agency of His Church
for the evangelization of the world, and this involves dedication on her
part, Still, ths working is that of tho Spirit of God, and He must re-
oeive all the glory. DPentecostal leaders in Latin America, whose church
has spread more rapidly than any other, take care to honor the Holy Spirit,
as in the following statement by the well-known missionary spokesman of
this church, Hodges:

38y, Dayton Roberts, "New Dimemsion in Fvangelism, Latin America
Evangelist (November-December, 1965), p. 13.

”mtin Amrien Mission, Lvangelism in Depth (Chicago: Moody
Press, 1961), p. 8.

"ohttaer from Arthur M, Oustafson, Misslonary of the World Mig-
sion Prayer League in Bolivia, December 10, 1965. )
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In reading the Cospels and the Acts of the Apostles, I am im-
messed with the fact that the disciples did not sit doun and map
~ out the strategy for their world conquest, Christ did not meglect
| the traiming and instruction of His disciples, but Hs was primarily
ccncerned that they grasp the significance of the CGross, the Resur-
rection, and the indwelling Spirit. The apostles advanced, driven
by that Spirit rather than followiny carefully plamned tacties. il
The representatives at the Whitby meeting of the International Missionary

Council issued the following important statement in this regard:

uch talk of evangelism and the plamxing of evangslistic campaigns
brings with it the danger that men may come to rely on themselves and
thelr oun powers as the means by which e kingdom of Cod will come
in, It is necessary that ths Crmurch should remind itself that it is
the Word of God which is quick and powerful, and that it is throg?x
the Poly Spirit alone that the Vord becomes affective unto life.”
The teamptation of the evangelist to trust in himself and not in God
throurh M= Yord, which can only result in the auenching of the Holy

Spirit, is sudbtle, and one that must be avoided at all costs,

This study of the Evangelism in Depth program of the lLatin Amer-
iea Mismion, at the level of theory and practice, has led to an inescap-
able conelusion: it is a hiphly significant development in and for the
work of evanpgelism in latin America., The program represents workabls,
succesaful, and Biblical evangelism, DRvangelical churches and missions
in I2tin America, including those of the Intheran Church, will find in
it an offective aid to and a valuable source of information for their

oxm evanealiem program and task,

Ié“o L. m,!,..t Ilo; PPe 28““'290:

%tm of the International HMissionary Council, Repewal and
Advance, p. 21k, |
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when they returned it seemed extremely difficult to secur.e their ad-
mission into the ministry of the Church. This unfortunate situation has
improved somewhat in the last decade, but the problc?rn has.n.ot yet
been generally solved. In their regulations on theological training as
well as on admission to the ministry, the churches formerly treated the
missions as virtually non-existent, and this attitude will have to change
when the Church itself begins to engage in mission.

The picture we have drawn of church-mission relationsbips.and the
first steps being taken towards a clarification of the situa.tlon is a very
complicated one. It could be said that everything is in a state of
transition—societies improving their relationships with the churches,
churches on the other hand awakening to their missionary respon-
sibility. But the pluralism on both sides makes it very dit’ﬁcul% to find
a solution. We have seen that such a clarification of the situation may
be possible only at the highest level. The creation of the Co-operative
Committee for World Mission gives us reason to hope for further
advancement. But there will then have to be a much wider follow-up
in numerous churches as well as societies, and above all, within the
actual life of thousands and thousands of Christian congregations. At
this level it will be proved whether ‘society mindedness’, ‘church
mindedness’ or ‘missionary mindedness’ is at stake. Only if the last
of the three has a dynamic power can we hope for an improvement of
co-ordination and co-operation; and along this way lies the road to
integration.

TH. MULLER-KRUGER

s CALL TO WITNESS

By R. KENNETH STRACHAN

E Christians can never escape a continuous sense of concern for

the task of personal witness and world evangelism, which, we
believe, has been divinely committed to us. Whatever else we think or
do, no matter what the nature of our duties and delights in home,
church and society, sooner or later we have to answer to the insistent
demands of conscience regarding our stewardship as witnesses to the
grace of God.

Most of us—clergy and missionaries more so than laymen—are
constantly convicted of our failure as witnesses. We are troubled by
the superficiality and inadequacy of our modern programmes and
methods, and challenged on every hand by the dismaying increase of
the world’s population and the growing indifference to the message of
the Church.

Our evangelistic concern becomes more anguished each day because
of the apocalyptic character of the age in which we live. All our
Christian institutions are in cri:is. The social, political, scientific and
technological revolution of to-day is challenging the very existence of
the Church of Christ and calling in question the validity of all its
traditional patterns of life and witness. Consequently, everything has
to be rethought in terms of our reason for existence. The essential
mission of the Church and of each individual Christian must therefore
be redefined and reaffirmed.

For servants of the Church in lands where the Christian community
is small and its witness weak, and where the encounter with the over-
whelming forces of unbelief and rejection constitute a daily and
discouraging experience, this necessity of redefining evangelistic
responsibility and fixing priorities becomes the compulsive, imperative,
inescapable task of the hour.

This was the principal burden that lay upon members of the Latin
America Mission in the years that followed the end of the Second
World War. Experience in mass evangelism throughout the continent
and the lessons taught in the daily discharge of local church and
missionary responsibilities had strengthened certain convictions

regarding tried and tested methods of evangelism. But they had also
49& - b
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given rise to growing reservations and questions about some aspects of
present-day mission and church structures and modes of operation.

Foremost was a growing sense of dissatisfaction with the organiza-
tional and institutional structure of the foreign missionary society as
an instrument, with the established national church, for meeting
adequately the modern challenge of evangelism. There was no doubt
that the foreign mission still had important and strategic functions to
fulfil in most fields. And there was no question but that the needs and
opportunities were greater than ever. But there was increasing dis-
content with the projects and current use of evangelistic media which
more and more seemed to represent artificial, top-heavy and piecemeal
approaches to the job. In tackling the unfinished task, it was instinctive
to look to the foreigner, or to the dramatic use of modern inventions
or techniques which would especially capture the imagination of the
supporting constituency in the home land and appear to promise
quick and easy returns. But some years of participation in evangelistic
enterprises which were inspired, financed and executed from abroad,
had eventually resulted in the conviction that such efforts, while
helpful in an auxiliary way, did not represent the true solution. The
main task continued almost untouched.

In any case, the new world situation was spelling out more clearly
with each passing day the end of an era in missions and the logical
imperative of the transfer of authority and responsibility from foreign
mission to national church. The implication of all this weighed heavily
upon the minds of those who were grappling with the problems of
effective witness in the exploding continent of Latin America.

An equal source of concern was the pattern of church life, perhaps
a missionary legacy, which was becoming increasingly common and
which, it seemed, represented one major cause for the relative failure
of the Protestant churches to witness effectively to the world around
them. It was distressing to see churches facing inwards, dedicating
more and more of their time and energies to self-centred programmes
that insulated them from the world but also unfortunately cut them off
effectively from real contact with needy friends and neighbours. of
even greater concern was the growing tendency to depend upon a
professional ministry, thus relegating to positions of passive irrespon-
sibility the majority of church members. This pattern of static, self-
centred congregational life raised doubts about the future. There could
be no great advance for the cause of Christ, no adequate meeting of
the present-day challenge, as long as this trend continued.

oS il
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A questi.on was also raised by the multiplicity of Protestant bodies
and agencies in Latin America and the general picture of division
competition and confusion which was presented not only to opponents’
but also to the indifferent public at large and to hosts of well-disposeci
friends and potential converts. There were sufficient historical and
other explanations to account for this diversity. Not all of it represented
failure or weakness: some of it was fundamental to the virility and
vitality of the Protestant-movement. But looked at from a long-range
viewpoint, such a situation raised definite obstacles to the forwa?d
march of the Gospel, and the fact that acceptable paths to ecumenicity
were not easily trod in no way relieved the problem or lessened the
obligation to face it.

There were other factors also, too important to omit, but too
complex to describe in detail. One was the resurgence of the Roman
Catholic Church in Latin America which, showing new signs of life
and vitality, presented a new challenge to the evangelical movement
and raised again the necessity for a careful redefinition of Protestant
approach and relationship. Another was the continued prolific increase
and spread of the sects, creating problems of relationship and adding
to the general religious confusion and disorientation. Then there wa:
also the relentless permeation of Marxist and socialist ideas into a soil
made fertile by economic pressure and political instability. These
and other factors formed part of the picture. And looming over all
was the spectacle of a continent caught in the throes of an unparalleled
population explosion. All this called for a careful revaluation of present
evangelistic programmes and practices, and for a fresh consecration to
the task. Could the challenge be met, and if so, how? What was the
secret of successful expansion? The search for the answers to these
questions led in various directions.

The progress being made by other groups was studied. Missionary
tra\{els throughout the Latin American republics furnished oppor-
tunities for a close observation and analysis of both rapid expansion
and relative stagnation, and of their underlying causes. Any writings
on the subject were eagerly read. Books such as Roland Allen’s
Missionary Methods: St Paul’s or Ours? and Spontaneous Expansion
were re-read. Others, such as Donald McGavran’s The Bridges of God,
Tom Allen’s The Face of My Parish, Harry Boer’s That My House May
Be Filled, Hendrik Kraemer’s A Theology of the Laity and, from a

;eclular viewpoint, Eric Hoffer's The True Believer, were extremely
elpful.
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Eventually such studies and observations led to the drawing up of
a tentative conclusion which was recorded as follows: the expansion
of any movement is in direct proportion to its success in mobilizing it
total membership in continuous propagation of its beliefs. This alone angd
nothing else is the key.

Once this conclusion was phrased, it was no great surprise to discover
that it led back directly to the norms and practices of the first-centur
Church. Further reflection suggested the additional truth that for ap
expanding movement to retain its essentially Christian character, its
witness must be carried out in conscious submission to the Word of
God and to the energizing and directing operation of His Spirit.
Apart from this, any movement, no matter what its outward profession
or success, will ultimately depart from course and cease to be truly
Christian. But the key to successful expansion is the continuous witness
of the totality of the disciples.

If this was true, then two other questions followed: Is it possible to
mobilize all Christians? How can it be done? The instinctive answer to
the first is, of course, to question its feasibility. With the possible
exception of the first century, and a few isolated and transitory
examples, history records no continuing success along these lines.
And the longer established the church, the more marked is the loss of
momentum in witness. The necessary answer would seem to be no.
But if such a negative answer is accepted, then the fact must be faced
that the Church must resign itself to defeat, and the inference must
be accepted that Christ gave His Church a command that He did not
expect it to fulfil because it was humanly impossible. The truth of
the matter is that there has been failure in the past and there may be
in the future, but for every failure the Church is judged. Fulfilment of
the command is possible—other groups have demonstrated it to be
so—therefore the answer must be in the affirmative. The real question
then is, how?

The effort to elaborate a practical programme of some sort for the
implementation of the key principle of expansion defined above led
first of all to setting down certain premises or objectives which, it was
believed, should be incorporated in the plan. These were:

1. Every Christian without exception, according to his gifts and
situation, is called upon to be a witness for Christ. The momentum of
a church in carrying out its witness and in its expansion is directly
affected by the degree to which its members participate. Therefore
mobilization of the total membership must be the first goal, even

2/,
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though the ultimate result may fall short or it may be necessary in the
case of older and less dynamic communities-'——as Toxp Allen suggested—
to depend finally upon an inner core of active dlSClpl?S.

2. This personal witness must centre in the fellowship anq f:ommunal
witness of the local congregation. This involves a recognition of tklxe
true mission of the local church as a testifying community set down in
the world, not for purposes of self-seeking or self-defence, but for
disinterested service and faithful witness in a climate of spiritual
worship and genuine brotherhood. :

3. This individual and communal activity must relate constructively
to the total witness of the entire Body of Christ. Therefore in some
practical way, without compromise or blurring of truths, tanglble
witness must be given to the unity of the Body of Christ. Any serious
consideration of the demands and problems of reaching the world
around reveals that the job cannot be done by a few professional
workers or some select body of Christians. It has to be done by the
joint testimony of the entire community. This is not only a matter of
the logistics of evangelism (that only the continuous activity of all
Christians can possibly cope with the problem of reaghmg a run-
away population), but it is equally a matter of the precise nature of
the witness that the Church is required to give. If there is only one
Lord and Saviour and only one Gospel, then it is impossible for many
groups stressing many distinctives in isolation from each other to give
a clear and convincing testimony to one unique way of salvation.
Effectiveness in witness requires some tangible demonstration of unity
in Christ which need not result in compromise but is essential and
inescapable. | ' ‘

4. The witness of all individuals and communities must aim at
nothing less than total and complete outreach. The command i's ‘to
every creature’, ‘among all nations’, ‘in all the world?. Only a literal
acceptance of these terms can command the active enlistment of every
Christian. Therefore the planned activity for the Christian forces must
include the specific objective of reaching the entire area. For th?.t
reason it is advisable to think in terms of natural geographic areas, 1n
which the precise responsibility for complete outreach and the prol.)le'ms
that pertain can be faced and discharged by the resident Christian
forces.

Tt was with these basic premises before them that representatives of
the Latin America Mission began work on a plan of action adaptable
to the needs and conditions of Latin America. In those days Billy
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Graham’s first visit to the Caribbean had just taken place. The over-
whelming response of peoples from all walks of life and from different
religious and racial backgrounds had demonstrated once again the
vast need and opportunity of the continent. Participation in the tour
had provided the opportunity of observing at close range the methods
employed for mobilizing large numbers of Christians in efforts which
were taking place simultaneously in different places. So with this to
inspire and encourage them, LAM missionaries went ahead with their
plans.

In general they thought first of the need and potential of bringing
together the entire Christian leadership of a given area for a retreat in
which—as they waited on the Lord—primary consideration could be
given to the evangelistic task that remained to be done. This would
logically inaugurate a preparatory stage of mobilization, in which
every effort would be made to publicize the programme, organize the
necessary committees, and get the movement under way. Most im-
portant would be the formation of hundreds of small prayer cells,
small units of two or three persons meeting regularly in homes and
other places to pray for the evangelization of their country. Each of
these cells would subsequently serve as a nucleus for Bible study, for
informal witness and visitation, and for active participation in the
organized evangelistic efforts throughout the year.

A second stage to follow immediately would involve an intensive
training programme, organized according to local conditions on
denominational or interdenominational lines, and aimed at enlisting
and training hundreds of Christians for active service in the witness
of the Church and in the nation-wide movement of evangelism.
During this stage it was hoped that a special ministry of teaching
could be carried out in many of the local churches with a view to
imparting to pastors and their congregations a new vision of the
potential of the Christian community for true service and witness.

The next phase of the programme would see a series of formal
evangelistic efforts organized and carried out according to the demands
and opportunities of the local situation. House-to-house visitation,
open-air evangelism, literature distribution, special approaches to
special groups, local church conferences and united evangelistic
crusades, would all be combined for the purpose of mobilizing the
greatest possible number of Christians, making the strongest possible
impact upon the entire area or nation, and embarking the Christian
community upon a practice of continuous outreach and activity.

rd
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These efforts, carried out over a period of months, would require
careful following up. New converts would need instruction, new
prospects should be visited, new congregations that had been organized
would need to be consolidated, and new areas opened to the Gospel
would have to be entered. Of equal importance was the need to con-
solidate the gains made in fellowship and co-operation between the
different Protestant groups. And hundreds of Christians who had
been drawn into active witness and service would need encouragement
and further training. In the final analysis, the success of the entire
movement would have to be measured, not by the attendance at the
crusades or the number of decisions, but by the continued dynamic
witness of Christians and churches.

Once the plan was drawn up, it was necessary to find 2 name for it
to distinguish it from traditional evangelistic activities of the past.
Somehow the words ‘Evangelism in Depth’ came to mind and were
used as a title heading for the first rough draft of the plan. The term
stuck and has been in use ever since.

Evangelism in Depth has been hailed by some as a new strategy of
evangelism. But in fact it involves nothing basically new. If there is
anything different about it, it is perhaps the fact that it represents a
formal effort to relate in a long-range programme the best elements of
personal witness and mass evangelism, integrated in the continuous
testimony of the local church and linked to the total witness of the
entire Body of Christ. It also involves a challenge to all Christian
bodies to plan and carry out their respective evangelistic programmes
in a simultaneous, co-ordinated effort aimed at the ultimate goal that
the Great Commission enjoins. To many individuals, moreover, it
comes as a personal summons to take the Lord’s command seriously
and to adventure with other Christians in obedient involvement and
witness in the world.

Once the plan was drawn up, the question arose where to make the
first atterpt to put it into practice. In Costa Rica, field headquarters of
the LAM? That familiar adage about a prophet in his own country
raised doubts. Where then? Neighbouring Nicaragua presented a
possibility. It was near enough. The Protestant movement in the
country, while not large, was fairly robust and Nicaraguan Christians
were characterized by a simple faith and ready spirit. Some fourteen
Protestant groups were at work in the country, representing the usual
differences in theological and ecclesiastical conviction and outlook.
But the obstacles to co-operation were not insurmountable, Morcover,
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in spite of the customary political unrest, there was a prevailing liberal
atmosphere that offered ample guarantee of religious liberty. Finally,
and most important, was the fact that Nicaraguan Christians them-
selves were convinced that God’s time had come for a forward evan-
gelistic thrust of some sort.

On the other hand, the size of the country (larger than the State of
Pennsylvania and practically the size of England), the limited resources
of the Nicaraguan churches, and the fact that in those same days the
Church of Rome had launched a nation-wide ‘Holy Mission’, called
for a careful consideration and counting of the cost. It would not be
easy, but it was feasible. In any case, an experimental effort must be
attempted somewhere. Preliminary contacts and explorations with
representatives of the churches there and subsequent developments
eventually produced the assurance that this was the direction in which
the Lord was leading,.

It is beyond the compass of this brief presentation to tell the story
of what took place in that first effort, or in later similar movements
in Costa Rica and Guatemala. The story of the first is recorded in
the book, Evangelism in Depth, published by the Moody Press of
Chicago. It included defeats as well as successes, disappointments as
well as rejoicings, but more of the latter than of the former. There were
many outstanding incidents that highlighted the seven-month effort.
Never to be forgotten was the four-day pastors’ retreat held on the
outskirts of the village of Masatepe. For the first time in the history
of the Protestant movement in that republic, leaders from all the
different groups were met together. They experienced there a melting
of hearts, a drawing together in prayer and fellowship, and a fresh
vision of their task, that could be attributed only to the Holy Spirit.
In the weeks that followed, they saw with amazement hundreds of
Christians from every denomination sitting together, memorizing the
Scriptures, training for active service; they led them out in house-to-
house visitation that carried them from the squares of their towns or
villages to the countryside beyond; they rejoiced in the spectacle of
multitudes listening to the Gospel as it was proclaimed in the series of
united crusades that was held in strategic centres throughout the
country; and they led their people out in parades and demonstrations
that made a mighty impact upon the watching spectators.

None who participated or watched those Nicaraguan Christians as
they marched through the streets of their cities will ever forget it.
There was something in that dignified and brave witness for Christ
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that brought tears to the eyes and evoked a vision or muimizudes in
blood-washed garments marching before the throne o nich. There
would be also the memory of the sound of singing, as “ousands lifted
their voices in the song they had been singing for meatis -

We shall win Nicaragua for Jesus
If together we battle for Him . . .

That first experiment came to a swift end. It is zor mecessary to
describe the results, but team members of the Latin A—e—ca Mission
were encouraged to believe that Evangelism in Depth wzs feasible and
worthy of attempting in other countries as well. What t22 taken place
in Nicaragua was sufficiently exciting to warrant the belief that it
might very well represent a programme of united action to meet the
challenge of the hour.

Reports of these experiments in Evangelism in Depth have awakened
a widespread interest that was completely unexpected. It was not so
great a surprise to receive letters of enquiry and invitation from other
Latin American republics. But there was correspondence from other
parts of the world as well. ‘Is this practical for Japan? wrote one
missionary. Similar enquiries have come from Singapore, Vietnam,
the Philippines, India, Africa, Spain and many other countries. Some
local churches in the United States have even inaugurated programmes
of Evangelism in Depth.

There were also expressions of appreciation from church and
mission leaders. Kenneth Taylor of the Moody Press wrote:

Is not this more and more what is needed abroad? Not that missionaries will be
depended on to do the witnessing, but to help release the enormous Holy Spirit
energy that is in every Christian congregation everywhere throughout the world?
This, of course, is no new idea, because it has been quietly and increasingly develop-
ing for many years; perhaps all that [ am doing is reminding myself of the utter logic
of what is going on . . . and what I think should soon go on in several other countries.

Special encouragement came from Arthur Glasser, Home Director
for North America of the China Inland Mission O-zrseas Missionary
Fellowship. Describing Evangelism in Depth 2s an entirely new
dimension in evangelism, he wrote:

What could be more dead-centre to all the debate aboir missinzary strategy?
Not the Western missionary going on his own, but the Wesiz—1 miss 23y identified
with the national church as it moves out in all directions. .. .. 11 Tresemt missionary
thinking, I see nothing comparable with its vision and Svneme © . . This marks
a heartening break-through in the sinful tangle of inertia tha: res Zxzyad for so long
h e advance of the Gospel both at home and overseas.
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Whether the programme of Evangelism in Depth developed in
Latin America is adaptable to other parts of the world remains to
be seen. Perhaps this report will encourage experiments elsewhere, It
should at least serve to focus attention on three simple propositions
which ask to-day for conscientious and prayerful consideration,
These are:

First, that the Great Commission with its universal goals must be
taken seriously and that the primary Christian task in the world to-day
must be the faithful, obedient discharge of that responsibility.

Second, that the key to the successful fulfilment of the Great Com-
mission lies in the mobilization of every Christian, for the expansion
of any movement is in direct proportion to its success in mobilizing
its membership for continuous propagation of its beliefs.

Third, that as Christians in given areas face up to this imperative
and accept its conditions, they will discover the secret of abundant
and fruitful living, of happy fellowship with other Christians, of
joyous and meaningful involvement in the world and worthwhile
service for Christ.

Evangelism in Depth, therefore, represents more than a strategy
or a plan. It represents a call—God’s call, perhaps—for a believing
reconsecration to the dynamic, united daily witness that He has
ordained for His people, by which He can speak to the world in its
present agony. This is His call to the Christian to-day who waits for
the return of His Lord, and even while he says, ‘Come quickly, Lord
Jesus, come’.

R. KENNETH STRACHAN

CALL TO WITNESS—BUT WHAT
KIND OF WITNESS?

By Victor E. W. HAYWARD

HE foregoing account of ‘Evangelism in Depth’ in Latin America
raises for me a profound issue. I have a great appreciation of the
sincerity and dedication of Dr Strachan. It is just because this campaign
has been outstandingly successful along its own lines that I feel it
proper to make this the occasion for challenging the fundamental
assumptions and implications of this type of evangelism. (The first
person is used in this paper because I write as representing, not an
organization, but only those who may share my theological position.)
I am raising a question which would seem deeply to divide Christians,
all of whom regard witness to the Gospel as the supreme privilege
and responsibility of their lives. This matter of grave disagreement,
in spite of the evangelical loyalties and beliefs we hold in common, is
something which we obviously ought to think through together.
There are important points on which we completely agree. Like Dr
Strachan, I am convinced that ‘the social, political, scientific and
technological revolution of to-day is challenging the very existence of
the Church of Christ and calling in question the validity of all its
traditional patterns of life and witness. Consequently everything has
to be rethought in terms of our reason for existence.” He is surely right
in speaking of evangelism in terms of witness, witness both individual
and corporate, the witness made by persons to the grace of God. A
task so related to the raison d’étre of the Church does indeed demand a
mobilization of the entire membership of the churches. All church
members have to be concerned with the evangelization of the world.
And the churches themselves, not missionaries from outside, must
be the basic agency of mission. I am wholly with Dr Strachan in his call
to a united and total witness of the Christian community in every place.
Where, then, do we differ? The fundamental issue is this: Is r/e
correlate of the Gospel the world or the Church? That is to say, do we
Preach salvation as good news for the Church, or as good news for thz
world? Is the primary movement of evangelism the winning of peoplz
into the Church, or the taking of the Gospel into the world? Of coursz

the result of conversion will be the adding of members to the Church.
14 zo1-
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But is that a by-product, or the fundamental end in view? To elucidate
this, we shall have to ask questions about the nature of our witness—
its content, motivation and objective.

I can address myself only to the impressions made on me by reading
this report, and must ask to be forgiven if these are erroncous. Ican
find no evidence, save with respect to the mobilization of witness, of
that radical rethinking which Dr Strachan admits to be necessary.
Indeed, he himself confesses that Evangelism in Depth ‘involves
nothing basically new ’. But it will certainly need to, if it is to show an
understanding why there is a ‘growing indifference to the message of
the Church’, and be regarded as a genuine ‘penetration in depth’.

Let me at the outset, however, anticipate certain misconceptions of
what I shall be trying to say. I wish to state clearly that I am not
preaching universalism. There are many things which the Scriptures
Jeave in mystery, and Christian thinkers have always found it necessary
to hold both to the ultimate triumph of God’s redemptive purposes,
and to the reality of man’s God-given freedom either to receive or to
reject the divine grace. We must never minimize the gravity of that
decision to which men are always called when Christ confronts them,
nor deny the need for rebirth before men can enter the Kingdom of
God.

Secondly, nothing I say will imply that man can ever build that
Kingdom. It is God’s gift, and cannot possibly be man’s achievement.
There is no straight line from human endeavour, even in that Kingdom’s
service, into the accomplishment of God’s plans for mankind. The
Gospel tells of God’s acts and promises. )

And thirdly, I fully recognize that men must be called out of the
world before they can be sent as Christ’s ambassadors into it. It is
God who has called the Church into being, and the citizenship of the
pilgrim people of God is in heaven. But here on earth they have a
mission to fulfil. They are a vital part, yet only a part, of God’s plan
to redeem a fallen world.

THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL

The Gospel neither changes nor needs to change; there can be no
disagreement on that. We witness to our Saviour, Jesus Christ; we
have glorious good news of Him to tell. On that, thank God, we are
all united. But have we been preaching this Gospel as it requires to be
preached?
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Is Christ the Saviour of the world, or Saviour only of the Church?
Is He the Saviour only of ‘them that believe’, the Lord only of the
Church? Or is He ‘the Saviour of all men’, though ‘especially of them
that believe’, and Lord of the world, as well as of the Church? Do we
proclaim His coming as a secular, or as a religious event? Is His salva-
tion a means of escape for men’s souls from this wicked world, or
dare we announce ‘the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ'? Do we speak of the redemption of men’s bodies and minds, as
well as of their souls—in other words, of their total personalities in all
their relationships with their environment both here and hereafter?
Or have we lost sight of the concern of the Creator for the whole of
the secular world He has made?

The question is, how big is our Gospel? Do we proclaim, as of
secular importance, that the Jesus Christ who came will come again,
to be made manifest as the One through whom God has been reconciling
all things to Himself, as God’s appointed centre for all creation, as the
meaning of the total history of all mankind? Do we proclaim Him as
the Word through whom all things were created, and as Him who is
even now ruling in this world, though His rule is hidden and will be
universally acknowledged only at the End? Does His reign apply to
secular affairs? Does His salvation concern more than individual souls?
The fact that Christ is our personal Saviour does not mean that He is
our private Saviour. We are clear about this in respect of ourselves as
individual Christians. But are we equally clear that Christ is not the
private Saviour of His Church?

There is an evangelism which, in limiting its proclamation to a call
to individual conversion, seems to leave out of account whole sections
of biblical doctrine. The creatorship of God obviously implies His
interest in the whole range of human life, man’s science, art and in-
dustry, his social and political life. The need for redemption from god-
lessness—though not from freedom from ecclesiastical control-—of each
of these spheres is but a claim upon His greater concern. The tremen-
dous prophetic demands in the Old Testament are surely not to be
narrowed down within the Christian Church simply to a demand for
individual morality and kindness. In apostolic preaching the Resurrec-
tion of Christ is proclaimed as a secular event, albeit revealed only to
faith, manifesting God’s intention to vindicate Himself upon the earth.
As a theologian has wisely remarked:

Our confession of the Risen One is not genuine if it does not immediately and
naturally place us in an attitude of responsibility for the terrestrial seality in which
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we find ourselves according to God’s ordinance. For the event of the Resurrection
cuts off any escape into spiritual or religious worlds above and beyond . . . no such
Platonic cloud-cuckoo land exists. Everything is decided in this world. Our individual
destiny cannot be separated from the destiny of this earth, the destiny of our race,
and the destiny of all mankind of which our race is a part (Karl Heim).

The scope of Christ’s redemption is as universal as the total life of
mankind as a whole. ‘I have come that they may have life, and may
have it abundantly’—in all its fullness (John 10:10). Does this not
apply to life in this world here and now? Or are Christians concerned
to live here only so as to be individually ready for real life hereafter?
And how do we understand such statements as, ‘As the issue of one
misdeed was condemnation for all men, so the issue of one just act is
acquittal and life for all men’, or ‘For God hath shut up all into dis-
obedience’—both Jew and Gentile—‘that he might have mercy upon
all’, or ‘As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive’
(Rom. 5:18; 11:32. 1 Cor. 15:22)? St Paul sees Christ as the head of a
new redeemed humanity, more than retrieving all that had been lost
through Adam’s fall. Could the election to salvation of only a small
minority of souls represent that triumph of divine grace and love which
moved the apostle to such a rhapsody of praise at the conclusion of his
whole argument in Romans 1-11?

Tue MOTIVATION OF WITNESS

Secondly, what is the motivation for our witness? Is our witness
made for the sake of the Church, or for the sake of the world? Do we
invite people into the Church because it is only within the believing
community that the effects of the Gospel can be enjoyed? Or are
Christians commissioned to preach to all and sundry the good news
that, whether they believe it or not, they now live within a world for
which the Son of God has died and which God is even now reconciling
to Himself? Is Christ the Light of the Church, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of believing people, the Bread of God that gives
life to the Christian community, in short, the Saviour of an elect
minority? Or do we proclaim Him to the world because we know, with
St John, that He is no less than ‘the Light of the World’, ‘the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world’, ‘the Bread of God that
gives life to the world’—in short, ‘the Saviour of the world” (John 8:12;
1:29; 6:33; 4:42)?

I submit that these questions are not unfair, addressed to any
evangelism which gives the clear impression that fundamentally it
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preaches so that the movement organized in Christian churches may
successfully expand. Is it true that many Christians to-day are far
clearer about the Church’s need to evangelize than they are of the
world’s need to be evangelized? Do not the churches give every appear-
ance of being concerned with the churches, and not with the world,
except in so far as the world contains potential church members?
Whether rightly or wrongly, the impression I have after reading about
‘Evangelism in Depth’ is that the motivation of this call to the churches
to unite is that they may be more effective in winning all possible into
the Church, because all the world outside is doomed to perdition.
Yet it was the world for which, in love, God sent His only Son. And
through His providential ordering of secular events He often ac-
complishes suddenly and swiftly things for which missionaries have
laboured for generations relatively in vain. In China to-day, for
example, millions upon millions of peasants are being taught to read;
they know the names of Mao Tse-tung and of Lenin; they are much
nearer than ever before to being able to understand the significance of
a choice for or against Jesus Christ. Is not this just the kind of thing
we ought to expect—and tell the world to expect?

The error behind our church-centred, instead of world-centred
thinking, repeats the same terrible mistake made by the Jews as God’s
chose_n people, when they mistook election for witness, service and
suffering as being election for self-centred privilege. God’s promise
was that through Abraham and his descendants ‘all the nations of the
earth’ were to be blessed. Isaiah had thus prophesied of God’s will for
His Suffering Servant: ‘It is too light a thing that thou shouldest be
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved
of Isracl: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that my
salvation may be unto the ends of the earth.” Yet when St Paul, in
making his defence before the Jewish crowd in the temple, came to the
place where he recounted that the Lord had said to him, ‘Depart, for
I will send thee forth far hence unto the Gentiles’, it was those words
which caused a fresh riot.

Election means not God’s choosing of privileged favourites for
salvation, but His selective purpose in calling men to be the instruments
of His plan of redemption for all mankind. The God ‘who willeth that
all men should be saved’ (1 Tim. 2:4) has called the Church to under-
stand, proclaim, and witness to His mighty acts of salvation for the
whole human race. And these words of our Lord apply as much to the
Church as to individual Christians: ‘Whosoever would save his life
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shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the
Gospel’s shall save it’ (Mark 8:35). The tragedy is that so often the
churches appear to be concerned, not with the world, but with their
own existence—and, not unnaturally, the world regards them as quite
irrelevant. Whereas if the churches ‘lost their life’ in their concern to
make known, by word and deed, the Gospel as good news for the world,
they would become relevant again. They would then not only provoke
hostility and persecution, but would also inevitably grow.

THE OBJECTIVE OF WITNESS

Our question here must be, Is our witness made to individuals or to
the world? As Dr Strachan notes, the command to witness is ‘to every
creature’, ‘among all nations’, ‘in all the world’. A more literal render-
ing of the Greek, however, makes a very important point still clearer.
The disciples of Jesus are bidden ‘to preach the Gospel to the whole
creation’ (Mark 16:15), ‘to disciple all the nations’ (Matt. 28:19), and
‘to preach the Gospel to all the nations’ (Luke 24:47). Thus we come
to our third point. The objective of witness is all creation, or all the
nations. Surely this indicates that the Gospel is addressed, not to
isolated individuals here and there, but essentially to men in their
social and corporate structures of existence. It is a legitimate inference
that the proclamation of the Gospel is to be related to the groupings
of nation, community, occupation, culture and religion, in which men
actually live. Witness is therefore to be made to, as well as within, those
natural groupings and settings in human life. And when individuals
within these various types of community respond to the Gospel, they
then become the “first-fruits’ of the Gospel in that place, the ‘leaven in
the lump’, a priestly nucleus within that community to offer, on behalf
of the community, sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving to God. For
in its worship, as in all else, the Church is a pars pro toto, and is called
upon to identify itself, as did its Lord, with all mankind in its struggles
and its sinfulness.

The essence of mission is thus to cross the various boundaries which
empirically separate men from one another, declaring to them that in
Christ all the walls that divide men from each other are already broken
down, for He is the head of one new humanity. From the side of the
Christian, the Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist or Communist is already ‘the
brother for whom Christ died’. This being so, the Church’s witness to
the Gospel will be faithful only if it is addressed to mankind section by
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section, telling each of God’s good news for the human race as a whole.
We have given all too little thought to understanding and explaining
how the Gospel is relevant to all the different areas of human existence.
What are the new perspectives it opens up; what are the differences
Christ can reconcile ; how can the power of a new life in Him, a new
‘courage to be’, transform this and that situation? And how startlingly
relevant to all is the unchanging Gospel that God in Christ is reconcil-
ing men into a unity which they seek in vain outside Christ! Preaching
along these lines wou/d be evidence of real rethinking, though not of a
new Gospel. And only in this way shall we be able effectively to preach
Christ as the head of a new redeemed humanity, with all its secular
concerns, and not simply as the Lord of the Church.

THE GOSPEL’S RELEVANCE

I have no knowledge of Nicaragua. Recently, however, I visited
British Guiana, Brazil and Chile. My thesis could equally well be
illustrated from Africa and Asia, but I deliberately confine myself to
Latin America.

In British Guiana I found the churches unable to make any effective
witness to a tragic situation for which the Gospel has indeed the
needed word of reconciliation. For the churches, alas, like the rest of
the community, were divided into Indian and African groupings.
Their witness had not been related to the realities and needs of the
social and racial situation in their country. To attempt so to relate
it now would be to incur the inevitable and grave suspicion that
religion was being used in purely political interests. What a tragedy!

In Brazil and Chile the thinking young people from Christian homes,
especially those who had been college-trained, who felt deeply the
natural idealistic and self-sacrificing concern that young people have
for social justice and the welfare of ‘the people’, were becoming
estranged from the churches. Their hearts were torn because the
churches could not or would not give them guidance as to their social
responsibilities in a revolutionary situation. Nor was it only young
people who found themselves in this position. One or two respected
church leaders spoke to me in similar terms. Did they have to become
communists if they were to do anything effective for their people, in
accordance with their Christian conscience? The pastors, for their
Part, were willing to preach ‘only Christ’, lest they should be found
implying that anything other than the preaching of the ‘simple Gospel’
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was required to save mankind. But what Christ were they preaching?
The churches looked with unhappiness and suspicion upon such young
people as I have described. Were they not drifting away from the
Christian faith? The reality is that such young men and women are
desperately concerned to relate their Christian faith to the social,
economic and political conditions of their country. They are aware of
the same kind of injustices and social needs as moved the Old Testament
prophets to their burning pronouncements of the will of the Lord.
They rightly feel that Christian discipleship must include some kind of
political involvement.

I am aware that part of the reason for the present state of affairs
among the churches of Latin America is their former rejection of the
so-called ‘social Gospel’ of an earlier day. That rejection was justified,
since the message of that movement was less than biblical in its optim-
ism concerning human nature and human progress, and in its failure
to take seriously that tragedy of fallen humanity which only God’s act
of atonement could radically cure. This explanation, however, does not
negative the question whether to-day’s evangelism is not equally
unbiblical in implicitly denying, rather than affirming, the Lordship of
Christ over the world. For however successful ‘Evangelism in Depth’
is in uniting the churches and filling the churches, the real question is:
What responsibility will the churches have to carry if those who are
most unselfishly concerned for the well-being of their fellow men reject
the Christian faith as irrelevant in their revolutionary world, fit only to
Joster individual and self-regarding piety?

The question therefore which, as 1 see it, evangelicals need to think
and pray through with other evangelicals is this: When we preach the
Gospel, do we tell men only of a personal salvation offered to those
who have faith, or do we declare to them that in Christ God has already
performed a mighty act to win back this fallen world into the joy of
His purposes? For God commissioned His Church with the good news
of what He has already done to reconcile the world to Himself, and a
declaration that the kingdoms of this world are to become the kingdom
of His Son. In Christ, the age to come is already here. Admittedly, this
salvation can never be fully appropriated without personal faith.
But the benefits of Christ’s victory are already flowing, like a Gulf-
stream, into the tides of human history, affecting the climate in which
all men live. Is not our good news that it is God’s purpose to create
and grant precisely this—a new earth, as well as a new heaven?

Victor E. W. HAYWARD

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF MISSIONS
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A FURTHER COMMENT

By R. KENNETH STRACHAN

WITH regard to Mr Hayward’s criticism, I would like first to
express appreciation for its considerate tone and approach. I
am in agreement with him that it is imperative that we re-examine
carefully the fundamental presuppositions that underlie the Church’s
mission in the modern world, and that we face frankly certain basic
differences of conviction on the matter which divide Christians to-day.
His paper is most helpful in focusing upon this, and therefore greatly
appreciated. '

Time and restrictions of space do not permit a detailed review of
Mr Hayward’s paper. I am glad for his preliminary affirmations—that
he is not advocating universalism, nor implying that man can ever
build the Kingdom; that men must be born again to enter the King-
dom ; that they must be called out of the world before they can be sent
as Christ’s ambassadors into it; and that the Gospel they are to preach
is changeless.

I am also ready to admit that there are emphases within our con-
servative-evangelical circles which contribute to an ultra-individualistic,
falsely pietistic, church-centred way of thought and life that con-
stitutes an imperfect and somewhat distorted representation of our
sacred calling and mission in Christ. These tend unconsciously to form
the underlying presuppositions that may produce a narrow under-
standing of God’s redemptive purposes and a tendency to isolate the
Church from the world. They may also limit our evangelistic goals
and methods and contribute to the legitimate charge of the Church’s
relative irrelevancy in the world to-day. Evangelism in Depth, however,
is to some extent a reaction against, rather than the creature of, such
thinking, and in its elaboration there was at least some awareness of
the weaknesses and deficiencies of traditional conservative evangelism.

On the other hand, there are certain statements or implications in
Mr Hayward’s paper which I find difficult to accept, if I have understood
correctly their full import.

Possibly his purpose is to focus clearly upon the issues, but in doing
$0 it would seem that he has shown a tendency throughout to create a
false dichotomy between the world and the Church, and consequently
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to thrust upon the reader choices that do not necessarily follow. This
seems to be the case as he phrases the fundamental issue in the question,
‘Is the correlate of the Gospel the world or the Church? Whether or
not this is indeed the fundamental issue, can anyone really answer that
question in the either-or fashion which Mr Hayward seems to demand?

Must we not recognize that, regardless of failures in its attitudes or
conduct, the Church of the present age is in the world, and that the
Gospel has been entrusted to it for the world? So that the Gospel is
not a correlate of either the Church or the world, but rather relates
through the Church to the world. There is therefore no real choice.

The real crux of the matter, I think, is highlighted by him in the
questions that need to be asked regarding the nature of our witness—
its content, motivation and objective. It would seem that here, rather
than in the answer to the previous question, we come to grips with the
fundamental issues. But his formulation of the questions again is
_ Objectionable, since they do not present true and logical alternatives.
“Let me use Mr Hayward’s headings.

THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL

As to content, he has a right to raise the question, how big is our
Gospel? Indeed, the conviction has been growing that Christ’s intent
regarding the preaching of the Gospel and His promises regarding
the outcome of such a proclamation have a far wider outreach and
consequence than many of us have secn or believed. There is, as Mr
Hayward has pointed out, much Scripture that we tend to overlook.

But here again I find myself reacting to the formulation of the
problem in such questions as, ‘Is Christ the Saviour of the world or
Saviour only of the Church? Are we being faced here with a choice
between a doctrine of limited atonement on the one hand, or one of
broad universalism on the other? On the basis of his previous remarks,
I am sure that Mr Hayward would not defend the latter; but by the
same token, I have no desire to defend the former.

As far as the content of our witness in evangelism is concerned, are
there not rather two other questions to be asked: first, what is essenti-
ally the Gospel? And second, what of the Gospel is it essential to preach
to the world?

No one will deny that the Gospel has implications that go far beyond
the individual and the Church, that embrace all of creation and the
whole range of human life. How can we seek or speak of the redemption
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of men’s souls without thinking also of their bodies and minds in their
environment? How can we dissociate this life from the next, or the next
from this? But not only must all this be recognized, but we must
determine precisely what the Gospel has to say of this life in this
world, as well as of life in the next.

And here there is the danger that either party may overlook whole
sections of Scripture while stressing others. A Gospel that is limited
to a chosen few, that is hedged about with the consciousness of election
and exclusion, must be widened to include the broader promises and
prophecies of God in the ultimate accomplishment of His redemptive
purpose. But any interpretation of the ultimate outreach of the Gospel
which overlooks or minimizes the conditions of repentance and regener-
ation which God has specified needs also to be corrected in the light
of Scripture. _

When Mr Hayward affirms that ‘the scope of Christ’s redemption is
as universal as the total life of man’, what does he mean? If he is refer-
ring to its potential universal efficacy and its bearing upon all human
existence, then there is no basic divergence between us. But if he
thereby allows for the benefits of redemption to accrue to vast portions
of mankind apart from the conditions of appropriation laid down;
if God’s ultimate triumph is affirmed by conveniently overlooking
the demands of God which result in conflict, judgment and punishment,
then there is indeed a basic difference of conviction.

The problems involved in God’s present apparent defeat and in the
how of His ultimate triumph are not to be minimized, but they are
beyond us. We can take comfort in such Scriptures as John 10:10;
Romans 5:18 and 11:32; and 1 Corinthians 15:22, and accept by faith
that somehow, sometime, God’s Person will be vindicated. But we
dare not read into them more than what, in the light of other revela-
tion, they contain. Surely we have no basis, therefore, to ignore or
belittle the mysteries of evil, conflict, and rejection which do result in
divine judgment and eternal destruction according to the teaching of
Scripture, but which somehow will not thwart God’s ultimate victory
of grace as well as righteousness.

Typical of this oversight is the final statement, ‘God commissioned
His Church with the good news of what He has already done to re-
concile the world to Himself, and a declaration that the kingdoms of
this world are to become the Kingdom of His Son’. What seems to be
ignored here is the process by which this takes place, and the passage
referred to (Rev. 11:15) makes clear, I think, that it is not merely
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through a pronouncement of a reconciliation provided (which can
never become effective until accepted), nor even through a response
of personal faith, but actually through the blood and fire of judgment
and conquest. (I Cor. 15:24, 25; Rev. 11:18; 19:11-21).

The second question in connexion with the content of our witnes;
is a practical one. I believe that Mr Hayward will recognize the validity
of such a question—at least for a missionary evangelist with a job to
do in Latin America. Let us grant that the Gospel has an outreach
that goes beyond our comprehension thus far. But in the initial efforts
to communicate this Gospel to the world, we must determine what is
essential to that first preaching, and what must be left for a subsequent
teaching on the part of the Church.

I cannot help feeling that the emphasis on the simple basic facts of
the Gospel is not merely practically and psychologically essential and
sound, but that it is in the final analysis theologically correct. Does not
this characterize the witness and preaching of the apostles? Does not
the Apostle Paul sum up his proclamation of the Gospel very simply
in such words as: ‘You know that I kept back nothing that was for
your good: I delivered the message to you; I taught you in public and
in your homes; with Jews and pagans alike I insisted on repentance
before God and trust in our Lord Jesus’ (Acts 20:20, 21). ‘And now,
my brothers, I must remind you of the gospel that I preached to you ...
that Christ died for our sins, in accordance with the scriptures; that he
was buried; that he was raised to life . . > (1 Cor. 15:1-4).

Therefore it does not seem to me a fair demand to make of any
organized evangelistic effort, that it bring forth in its initial presenta-
tions more than those basic facts of the Gospel which are required to
command that response which God desires and exacts. Anything more
tends to cumber and confuse. The remainder belongs to the subsequent
teaching ministry of the Church and of its shepherds.

F

THE MOTIVATION OF WITNESS

Here again we are faced with one of those either-or questions. ‘Is
our witness made for the sake of the Church, or for the sake of the
world?” Mr Hayward gets the impression that the former motivates the
movement of Evangelism in Depth. But is the question fair? Does he
not read into the ‘Church’ a definition of his own as a sheltered, selfish,
privileged and exclusive community?

A proper definition of the ‘Church’ would, I suspect, alter the
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significance of the question considerably. But even so, are we still not
wide of the mark? Is not the proper motivation that love and obedience
that seeks to bring men not to the Church but to Christ Himself? And,
if I may suggest it, world-centred thinking is not the true corrective
to a church-centredness which threatens to bring Christendom into
‘the same terrible mistake made by the Jews as God’s chosen people,
when they mistook election for witness . . . as being election for self-
centred privilege’. Christ-centred love and obedience is the only
effective antidote.

Be that as it may, let us recognize the Church’s besetting sin of self-
centredness and self-seeking, and the probability of mixed motivation
in any evangelistic movement, including Evangelism in Depth. But I
wonder if Mr Hayward is not demanding of Evangelism in Depth a
measure of disinterestedness that goes beyond that of other human
organizations or movements.

THE OBJECTIVE OF WITNESS

A third question raised is whether our witness must be directed to
individuals or to the world. Mr Hayward’s conclusion is that the
objective of witness is all creation, ‘that the Gospel is addressed, not
to isolated individuals here and there, but essentially to men in their
social and corporate structures of existence’. Perhaps it is only a matter
of emphasis, but here again it would seem essential to underline the
fact that it is to men individually in the social and corporate structures
of their existence that the Gospel must come, and this with a view to
their fulfilling of their mission on behalf of their fellow men. But the
point of contact must always be an individual one.

Mr Hayward argues that it is ‘a legitimate inference that the pro-
clamation of the Gospel is to be related to the actual groupings of
nation, community, occupation, culture and religion, in which men
actually live’. He then concludes, ‘This being so, the Church’s witness
to the Gospel will be faithful only if it is addressed to mankind section
by section, telling each of God’s good news for the human race as a
whole’.

Speaking as a missionary evangelist with a job to do here in Latin
America, I would like to ask Mr Hayward just how in actual practice
(particularly where evangelicals constitute a small minority) such a
Witness as he proposes could be carried out? And how would he square
this with the apostolic pattern of witness directed to the individual
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in the midst of his family, the household, the community or t},
multitude, but ever to him as an individual?

THE GOSPEL’S RELEVANCE

A final criticism is made of the relative irrelevance in the world of
to-day of traditional evangelistic efforts and even of movements like
Evangelism in Depth. Undoubtedly we must all, like the disciples of
old, lament and question the causes of our impotence in the world
to-day. And there is much to be done in making both Church and
Gospel relevant to the age in which we live. But the question can be
legitimately asked: In what ways is the Church to relate to the world
in its needs? And by what measure—the world’s judgment or the
judgment of Him Who calls and sends forth—is the degree of our
relevancy to be determined? ‘In stewards, it is required that a man be
found faithful’, and in the final reckoning the degree of our faithfulness
in adhering to the terms of our mission will determine the extent of
our relevancy in the world.

As Mr Hayward has indicated, those engaged in movements of
Evangelism in Depth in Latin America do encounter the same frustrat-
ing difficulties of contributing in a relevant way to the needs of the day.
But their success will certainly not be less than that thus far experienced
by the different church bodies in those same countries. The chances
are that it may be considerably more.

In the last month in Guatemala, as the initial movement of Evangel-
ism in Depth came to its end, the President of the Republic, accom-
panied by members of his cabinet, attended four separate meetings in
which the Gospel was preached. On the last day—a day in which his
own air force had risen in revolt against him—more than forty thousand
Guatemalans who had gathered in the Olympic Stadium saw their
president give public recognition of the relevancy for his country, in
the midst of all her troubles, of the faith proclaimed by this small
minority of her citizens.

Such an incident falls far short of signifying any vital impact of
the Gospel in contributing to the solution of Guatemala’s political
problems. But it did highlight at least one significant result of the
movement of Evangelism in Depth in that republic, namely, that it had
caught the ear and attention of those in power, and that, for the

moment at least, they were open to what the Gospel had to say to
them and to their country.

2
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Undoubtedly the problem of relevancy will continue to plague us.
But to-day in Latin America, as in other parts of the world, the Church
of Christ faces a tremendous task. To carry out that task she stands in
need of self-criticism and renovation. She must break through to and
pecome involved in the world—but in complete faithfulness to the
rerms of the Gospel and her essential mission.

To that end, the underlying assumptions so ably challenged by Mr
Hayward need to be carefully reviewed and redefined. I am sure that
Mr Hayward would join in the conviction that the Church’s witness,
whether expressed in movements such as Evangelism in Depth or in
other ways, will become increasingly dynamic and relevant to the
extent that she is enabled by the Holy Spirit to recapture the divine
will for her life and witness in the world as revealed in Scripture. In
{he meantime, and pending further light, we continue to believe that
Evangelism in Depth represents a legitimate and needed call to the
churches to move out into the highways and by-ways in obedient
witness to Christ.

R. KENNETH STRACHAN k
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of everything just as it is. Buddhism speaks of selflessness, but jt
means the absolute denial of individual selfhood. Buddhism speaks
of wisdom and light, but it means the intuitive realization that a man
and his environment are not two. Buddhists speak of eternal life, but
they mean a timeless extension of the conscious moment, and a denia]
of both past (birth) and future (death).

From the pragmatic point of view, the Middle Way offers satisfying
alternatives to many of the Christian solutions of life’s fundamenta]
problems. It offers freedom from fear, deliverance from guilt and sin,
liberation from the goads of lust, greed, hate, pride and ambition,
from all striving for achievement. It offers a solid base for spontaneous,
unselfconscious, effective action, a wholehearted acceptance of one’s
existential situation. For those who are satisfied with pragmatic
solutions and are indifferent to the question of truth, the choice
between the Middle Way and the Way of Christ will probably seem
merely a matter of personal taste and inclination.

When the question of truth is raised, however, it becomes evident
that one is confronted here by two mutually exclusive world-views. If
man is a creature alienated from his Creator by voluntary rebellion,
the Middle Way is false. For the Christian missionary who is convinced
of the truth of the biblical interpretation of reality, the Middle Way is
false. What has been said in this paper suggests something of the
missionary’s difficulty of communicating his faith to those whose
interpretation of reality is to a greater or less degree conditioned by
the principles of the Middle Way. In such circumstances, he would
dare to proceed only when reassured by Christ’s promise, ‘What is
impossible with men is possible with God’ (Luke 18:27).

Tucker N. CALLAWAY

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL

By MARkuUs BARTH

IN their essays on witness in the April issue of this Review, both

Dr Strachan and Mr Hayward agree in their passionate desire to
let the Church’s witness be true to Jesus Christ and relevant to the
special problems of to-day’s world. But they differ in their assignment
of priorities and on questions of method. Dr Strachan emphasizes the
moments of judgment, repentance, decision and faith, and the gathering
of people into the Church. ‘Evangelism in Depth’ is the name given
to the procedure he seeks to recommend, and preaching the Gospel
in evangelistic campaigns, carefully prepared and followed up, is
declared to be the primary missionary method. Mr Hayward, on the
other hand, wants to start from the fact that, in the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, the new humanity has already been created; that this new
humanity embraces all men, even the world, ‘whether they believe it
or not’ (p. 204), and that the Church has to avoid any and every attempt
to promise renewal only to those gathered within its fold. He therefore
calls for a witness directed primarily not to individuals but to nations,
structures, sections and areas, and carried out by the involvement of
Christians in social and political tasks for the good of all men. Though
the Church lose its own life as it undertakes this service, Christ’s
coming and His resurrection are a ‘secular event’ (p. 203). The kingdom
concerns the whole world, not merely a small number who consider
themselves saved. Mr Hayward does not give an example of the way
in which his vision is to be worked out in practice; thus, he is less
vulnerable than Dr Strachan. But we may surmise that pilot projects
such as Horst Symanowski’s industrial mission in Mainz-Kastell, or
the East Harlem Protestant Church in New York, would meet with
his approval.

In many respects the authors stand on common ground: the grace
of God is to be made manifest; the fallen world is to be ‘won’ for
Jesus, in accordance with God’s purpose; the biblical testimony is the
criterion in discussions of content and method; every member of the
local churches, rather than the clergy and missionary societies alone,

! This article and the following contributions by Martin Conway and Emilio Castro

are comments on the discussion on evangelism between Kenneth Strachan and
Yictor Hayward, published in the IRM in April, 1964,
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is to bear witness; ecumenical unity and creative imagination are
equally indispensable; the Gospel, the Church and faith must be made
relevant to our day; both a strict individualism and an optimistic
* social gospel are declared to be untenable. Despite some tendency to
one side or the other, each of the authors avows that he stands neither
for particularism nor for universalism. It is presupposed that the
Church knows the Gospel, and that the main problem is the ways
and means of communicating it.

The discussion thus opened in the International Review of Missions
differs in its noble and respectful tone from the passionate disputes
over similar issues that divided participants in a recent conference on
‘The Missionary Structure of the Congregation’.! It is also unlike the
Niebuhr-inspired attacks made by G. Winter on the ‘pietism’ of Billy
Graham and his friends,? and the pointed argument of W. Stringfellow
for the preaching of Jesus Christ and against the charitable ‘conformity
with the world’ shown in the early stages of the East Harlem Protestant
Church.? The clash of opinion and judgment may serve to indicate the
greatness of the problems involved. Respect for those engaged in the
discussion and, what is more, respect for the truth of the Gospel, are
not shown by glossing over the dissension that has now come out into
the open. Of course, it is possible to ascribe the disagreement, whether
serene or turbulent, to the different gifts and characteristics of those
concerned, and to leave it at that. Diverse spiritual insights and prior
commitments may play a large part, and are often necessary. But
tolerance and mutual admiration must not prevail over the search for
the way of obedience.

Further, it is noticeable that in its slant the discussion follows
(rather than leads) the general trend away from a psychological under-
standing of religion and towards a sociological awareness and
application of its relevance. Consequently the activist, social concern
of the one camp might be dismissed as a purely secular phenomenon,
an indication that at last church thinkers also are prepared to break
with nineteenth-century traditions. But it is precisely in the apparently
non-theological factor of a sociological orientation that there may lie
a truly theological and spiritual concern.

Finally, it would be wrong to see the issue as ultimately a contest
between a tradition-bound, retrospective theology and language on

1 Held at Bossey, April 9-16, 1964. See Concept VII (May 1964).

2 See G. Winter: The New Creation as Metropolis (NY: Macmillan, 1963), p. 15 ff.

3 Sec W. Stringfellow: My People is the Enemy (NY: Holt, Rinehart & Winston,
1964), p. 58 ff.
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the one hand, and a secular, adventurous, open-to-the-future sociology
on the other. So cheap applause—earned now by those using time-
honoured language and thought patterns, now by those preferring a
supposedly more relevant and up-to-date terminology—cannot decide
the question of truth or untruth on either side.

If such methods of solving the conflict do not work, how should we
proceed? Clearly, we must attempt to break through the limitations of
mere methodological discussions on communication.

TREACHEROUS ALTERNATIVES

Some of the alternatives put forward by the spokesmen in this
discussion simply do not make sense. There is, for instance, the slogan
‘God—World—Church’, which has been set up in opposition to the
supposedly traditional approach of ‘God—Church—World’. This
terminology was used in early study groups on the missionary structure
of the congregation. The formula ‘God—World—Church’ appears to
support Mr Hayward’s position, though he himself never has recourse
to such over-simplifying language. Either sequence, however, is likely
to exclude the many ways in which God the Father, the Son and the
Spirit acts upon the Church and the world together. Is Israel the means
or the end in God’s approach to the Gentiles? False pride on the part
of the Gentiles, or false security on the part of God’'s people, will
follow if we answer in one way or the other.

The Bible is full of illustrations that show there is no either-or.
Pharaoh has to listen to Moses, and Moses to Jethro; prophets speak
in God’s name to Assyria, and a prophet hails the service rendered by
the Gentile, Cyrus. Paul brought the Gospel to the Galatians and was
received like an angel, but God immediately acted upon the Galatians
by giving them the Holy Spirit. In St John’s Gospel, the New Testament
book that most frequently refers to ‘the world’, this term often means
Jewish worshippers of God—even those whom we might call the -
‘established’ people of God at the time of Jesus. The term ‘church’,
on the other hand, is used (as in I Corinthians) for a group of men
who, despite their sanctification, act in most worldly ways. In contrast
to the Old Testament concept of the people of God, which is relatively
easy to delineate, the Church in the New Testament is not an entity
separate from the world. It is a gathering of Jews and Gentiles (not a
third genus), of those who are not God’s people to be God’s people,
of many members under one Head, a manifold harvest in one field.
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It is a demonstration of the kingship of Jesus Christ—neither an end
in itself nor a despicable entity that has to be ashamed of its’distinct
calling or seek salvation in sccularization.

The Church does not live by stressing its function either as mediator
or as servant in the world, but by listening to the call of its Lord and
doing what He commands. Engagement in this work will prevent our
using the abstractions ‘church’ and ‘world’. Condescending talk about
our mission in and to the world may actually reveal great pride and
selfishness. Might it not be better if we were more specific, and spoke
always of particular people, structures or ideas? This would help to
make clear that we, as much as any who do not yet belong to the
Church, at all times need to receive God’s missionaries. For whatever
the structure of the Church, static or dynamic, old or new, it bristles
with worldly people. And, with or without the help of the Church’s
mission, the so-called secular realm has again and again received
servants of God who work for the common good (see Rom. 13: 4),
If the Church has been entrusted with a prophetic ministry, let its
words, like those of the prophets, always be specific. Then we should
not fight one another over abstractions.

A second example is the impression conveyed in this discussion that
there is a fundamental contrast between knowing and teaching the
‘basic facts’ of the Gospel and ‘engagement’ in political or other
urgent issues (p. 212). Again, I can see no sound meaning in such a
distinction. For it simply is not true that Paul was first (‘personally’)
converted by the communication of a few facts, and that only later
was he made an ambassador for Christ, who had to work on the
basis that the wall between Jew and Gentile had been broken down.
His very conversion was his liberation from the separatist tradition of
his fathers and his commission for a ministry among the Gentiles.
There was and is no private justification eventually followed by
sanctification for public work. For the justification by grace which
Paul preaches and upholds against the religious segregationists of
his time (Gal. 2-3; Rom. 3; 8-11) is identified with God’s judgment
on all men, with the breaking down of the wall of hostility by Jesus
Christ, and with the creation of the one true worshipper of God, that
is, the community of the far and the near (Eph. 2: 11-22).

The distinction that is frequently made between kerygma and
didache, between Gospel and Law, between faith and obedience, can
no longer be maintained when it is realized that the true and full
Gospel is often preached in the form of imperatives (as, for instance,
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in the Sermon on the Mount, in Paul’s ethical passages, and by James)
and that it is a sheer delight and joy to the heart to hear, receive and
keep the Law of God, of Christ or of the Spirit. It is a ‘basic fact’ of
the Gospel that, because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, man no
longer can or must wail or worship at dividing lines. Rather, be is
accepted into the service of God, who loves the lowest outcast. Since
this is the basis of Mr Hayward’s position, I am in full agreement
with him. But it is equally basic to Christian ethics that Christians are
not justified before God solely on the ground of their engagement in
social issues, great or small., They have to hear and learn of Jesus
Christ ever and anon, and they cannot, even for the sake of a more
tangible service, abstain from reference to those dramatic events which
have made and are still shaping the history of mankind. If we no longer
dared to speak of Jesus Christ’s coming to the poor, His death in the
midst of the outcasts, and His enthronement above all powers, how
could we be faithful to Him in our active or passive involvement in
the tears and laughter that surround us?

We may add a third and last example. Much is made of the contrast
between receiving the witness to personal salvation on the one hand,
and a risky engagement in the service of society or for the trans-
formation of its structures on the other. At a different level, this may
appear as the distinction between a ‘come church’ and a ‘go church’

Indeed, there was a time (and for some there still is) when biblical
interpretation, dogmatic teaching, evangelistic preaching and liturgical
and private prayer were so anthropocentric that the revelation of the
impact of God’s kingdom upon angels and demons (Paul calls them
‘principalities and powers’; to-day we call them ‘structures and
institutions’) was relegated to the realm of myth. It is certainly biblical
to affirm that God does not care for angels as He does for men
(cf. Heb. 2: 16); Jesus casts out the demons but not the persons who
come to Him. So it is clear that man himself, or the soul of man,
counts for more before God than the abysses of the power of Mammon
or Sex or Labour. God does not ‘redeem’ the family, the nation,
economics, society, history. They do not become His children, or His
image. Neither can we redeem them. But it is equally clear and relevant
that the first and second coming of Jesus Christ affect man and the
invisible powers ruling for good or evil within creation. Man cannot
be man without being both actively and passively involved in those
psychological, physical, social and historical structures that bind him
to fellow man, to a given space and time, to himself and to death.
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The most personal ‘acceptance of Christ’ cannot by-pass the sub-
jugation by Christ of the constituent and transient elements of psychic,
social, spiritual and historical life.

To be accepted by Christ and to confess this acceptance means to
receive and to assume a place in the struggle against evil powers and
for the freedom of all men. Those who receive the Spirit go into the
wilderness or the cities to fight and to suffer. There is no legitimate
alternative between personal and communal obedience. A private
faith in Jesus Christ will always make itself known in public actions;
and social ethics cannot exist or advance without personal faith and
commitment.

More could be said about such opposites as particularism and
universalism, pietism and social gospel, secularization and religious
tradition. But these patent formulae used to label complex historical
phenomena, and the corresponding nicknames that are bandied about,
with good or slanderous intent, serve little good. Wrong questions
have been asked, superfluous animosities aroused and encouraged, and
God’s own judgment is wrested from His hands, when Christians deem
it necessary to bind themselves or to condemn one another on the
ground of such divisive nomenclature.

LISTENING TO THE GOSPEL

At this point, we need to take warning lest any one particular slogan
be considered a reliable guide for public and private Christian witness.
No doubt, those were great times in the Church’s life and ministry
when the Gospel was summed up in one phrase—such as unification,
discipleship, justification, conversion, mission, justice, charity—which
was broadcast far and wide and taken to heart by those who believed.
To-day it may be most appropriate, in the light of both the eternal
Gospel and the frightful division and fear in the life of a modern man,
to sum up the work and will of God under the heading, Reconciliation.
But even when such a catchword has been found and when the
thinking, action and suffering of Christians have yielded to it, we need
to be aware that it is precisely behind biblical terminology that false-
hood and hypocrisy are mostly likely to be concealed.

In the last twelve years, there has been so much talk about the
identity of the Church, about our being the Body of Christ (if not the
extended Incarnation), about worship and doctrine, that many have
grown tired of this ecclesiastical narcissism. Are we sure that the more

<
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recent vocabulary, built round terms like ‘new humanity’, ‘new
creation’, ‘servant church’ and ‘evangelism’, is any the less evidence
of a self-enamoured churchiness? To me, at least, it seems that those
who want most of all to establish the presence of the Church in each
and every realm of human suffering and achievement may be more
concerned for our—the churchmen’s—relevance and success than for
Jesus Christ Himself and the Gospel.

I agree entirely with Dr Strachan when he asks the uncomfortable
question, What is the Gospel? (p. 210). While I have to disagree with
his notion that the ‘essentials’ of the Gospel can be distinguished from
non-essential elements and with the way in which he speaks of
‘implications’ and necessary ‘conditions of appropriation’, I believe
he is right in implying that Christians have a much more urgent
problem than that of communicating what they possess: they have to
learn anew what to communicate. They should not pretend to know
Jesus Christ and the Gospel when in the same breath they have to
admit that they really do not know how relevant He is to modern
man and his problems.

The Gospel is something different from an assertion that there is a
God somewhere and that belief in Him is good for psychical balance
and the mutual acceptance of diverse groups. It presupposes and pro-
claims that through Jesus Christ, in contrast to all man-made gods
that enslave and are afar off, the living God is present for sinful man.
It affirms the love and might of ‘God with us’, of Him who alone can
end loneliness and condemnation. This Gospel is relevant because it
is news from God. It cannot be split into essential and non-essential
elements. It cannot be rationed, assimilated, diluted or spoon-fed.
For where it runs its course, there is life from the dead, salvation
from misery. It is an either-or. The content of this Gospel has to be
learned day by day. We may start out with the conviction that it is
for all; but recognition that it is for all, and of how it is for all, comes
only as we try to make it heard, by this or that man or woman, now by
words and now by deeds, according to this part of the Bible or that.
Unless we let the Gospel do its work, we cannot speak about it or act
according to it. Unless we seek and find it together with those to whom
we would testify, it is but a proposition or a fancy. For the Church
does not possess the Gospel. No theologian can capture it in words
or in a system. No form of piety or mission, traditional or modern,
can monopolize it. Great acts of charity, or martyrdom, even of
reorganization, do not guarantee its presence. Even the Bible does no
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more than give manifold testimony to the content and form of itg
proclamation and reception.

Christians, therefore, stand as beggars before God and cannot
boast of riches before the world. Their riches are God alone, Since
He has not declared His resignation with the advent of modern man
and did not do so even after the crucifixion of His Son, there is gooé
reason to trust that He will still make Himself heard to ‘this crooked
generation’.

If, instead of pretending that we ‘acknowledge the Gospel’, that we
exhibit ‘God’s first-fruit’, that we are ‘agents of reconciliation’, we
church people would turn our minds to listening before we speak, to
seeking before we claim to have found, to doing this or that service,
small or great, before we advertise our servanthood, then much
bothering about the success or failure of the réle we play might become
superfluous. All our lust for relevance, and all the many recom-
mendations on how to achieve it, will not take us anywhere. But let
those people speak up who can declare in new and compelling ways
that Jesus Christ has died and risen for all, and so for you and me.
Let us listen to those who, in the clamour of human need and in the
fumbling search for meaning and unity, find traces of a response to
the living God.

The Church still lives by the Word of God, which also upholds the
whole universe. He who lives by the Word is unlikely to have a pro-
gramme for the rest of his life or for the salvation of every man. But
he receives daily bread for his sustenance and his service.

At the Bossey conference mentioned earlier, a member from Eastern
Germany uttered a warning to western enthusiasts for new structures
befitting a truly missionary church. He showed that the little steps
taken day by day may be more important than great projects and
programmes, and also that, among the many crumbling structures of
the traditional Church, there are some that may still render indis-
pensable service to a congregation in a missionary situation.

A church that recognizes its poverty cannot make method and
structure its primary concern. But it will seek for the message by which
all men live. When it has found something worth saying and standing
for, then it will find, by experiments and failures, the best way of
communicating it.

MARKUS BARTH

A PERMANENT ARGUMENT?

By MARTIN CONWAY

HRISTIANS in the university world suffer with quite particular

acuteness from the tragic division between conservative evangelicals
and ‘ecumaniacs’ which, though recent (the International Fellowship
of Evangelical Students was founded in 1947), has become world-wide
and apparently irreconcilable. The discussion between Kenneth
Strachan and Victor Hayward in the April number of the Review is
not untypical of the better sort of conversation that can occasionally
happen across the divide, and which must be fostered; having known
recently in our own circles an example of the other sort, I am delighted
to find the IRM opening up a dialogue, and the more so in that I have
long thought that the foreign missionary endeavour provided one of
the most hopeful settings for such dialogue within the Church.

Yet the course of this discussion is distressingly predictable. Mr
Strachan leads off with a passionate plea for the full obedience of all
Christians to the Great Commission to witness, consolidating his plea
with an account of one particular attempt. Mr Hayward counters by
bringing out the theological heavy armour of Christ, His Church and
His world, with apparent understanding and humility, but in fact, it
would seem, exploding the very basis of Mr Strachan’s position. But
the-latter does not think so, refuses the misunderstandings and even
misrepresentatigns that he finds in Mr Hayward’s arguments, and
continues to protest the value and appropriateness of his own approach.
What has in fact happened ? Where has the argument displaced either
participant or the onlooker? Shots have been exchanged, but both
remain in their previous positions and continue to wear the theological
blinkers that make them speak and act as they do.

No man can claim to be free from some such set of blinkers, and 1
must own to a pair similar enough to Mr Hayward’s to make me feel that
the basic question at stake is indeed a theological one concerning the
relation of Church and world. He is, I am sure, quite right to press this
in terms of message, in terms of motivation, in terms of objective. Of
course it is the whole of the world’s life we are concerned with, in all
its throbbing complexitics of politics and social conditions, and not

just the religious compartment of the life of each individual. Of course
449
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it is the redemption already inaugurated in Christ which we preach
and not only the judgment, repentance and rebirth of the believeri
Yet Mr Strachan is just as right—from his point of view—to refuse the
distinctions that have become the easy battle-cries of the ecumaniac
and to insist on the scriptural foundation of much that he stands forj
Mr Hayward’s argument is foreign, strident and unnecessary—and, in
particular, it does not begin to touch on the practical concerns which
the original article was about.

What can you do next but break off the conversation, each dismay-
ingly shaking his head at the other’s lack of understanding? For
myself, I believe the only way forward would lie in a prolonged period
of living together and doing basic Bible study together, with the utmost
patience and honesty, and this is hard for any of us in our embattled
professional positions even to arrange, let alone to carry through.

It almost looks as if it is a divide between two quite different tempera-
ments: on the one hand, those who are sure about their faith, and who
need above all to be challenged to stand up for it and to seek new
ways of doing s0; on the other, those for whom their faith is always
both full of questions and raising questions about everything else,
who have to struggle for belief and obedience and who find, as Bishop
Newbigin once memorably put it, that they ‘only really know the Gospel
in the effcrt to communicate it to someone else’. These need to share a
man’s perplexities and anxieties before they feel they can honestly
point him to Jesus Christ, and they find it hard to know what is meant
by such phrases as ‘the simple basic facts of the Gospel’ or ‘the benefits
of redemption’.

My own blinkers are obvious. But both sides must come to be able
to state openly that it is not a question of denying that those on the
other are Christians: we are not to judge one another, although our
positions necessarily imply a certain judgment about how far it is
possible to speak of a man being or not being a Christian, and about
the complexity, duration and ramifications of the process of his
becoming one. Nor can it be simply a question of evangelistic fervour
—as Mr Strachan seems to me to be saying at times—where what is
needed is a yet more stirring appeal to our consciences and wills to

carry out the Great Commission. It must rather be a question of the
way we know Jesus Christ, and are known by Him, so that witness is
not a special task of which we have to be reminded so much as the
natural and appropriate exchange of an articulate being with the
neighbour he loves. What is evangelism, if it is not that discussion
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with anyone and everyone about matters of importance which few of
us are not constantly engaged in? It is basically a theological question
which divides us, but one for whose answer there is no standard
theological recipe.

Yet it is not about theology but about practice that Mr Strachan
originally wrote; he and many conservative evangelicals prefer to take
their stand here—on what they are actually doing as witnesses to the
Gospel. And the practice of Evangelism in Depth sounds rather good.
The stages he outlines—a retreat for the entire Christian leadership,
the mobilization of many small groups for prayer and Bible study, an
intensive training programme, a series of formal evangelistic efforts
and then careful, personal follow-up and consolidation—are not too
far from what one recommends year in, year out, to SCM committees
planning their next year’s programme. The main difference (and this
would be my foremost question to Evangelism in Depth) is that one
tries to get an SCM committee to plan its witness in relation to those
concerns or issues which are already stirring the hearts and minds of a
given group of students—their future careers, their girl-friends, the
value of their field of study, their country’s need for social justice or
economic development or political integrity. There is no mention of
any such relation in Mr Strachan’s programme. Faith, he agrees, must
do its best to be relevant; but he is clearly unwilling to allow the
missionary approach to start from any particular relevance.

I know next to nothing about the economic and social conditions
of Nicaragua; but are they such as to justify a complete lack of mention
in an account of a nation-wide effort of ‘total and complete outreach’?
The Guatemalan example is hardly reassuring here; if the air force was
in revolt, whateVer was the President doing at a public rally, except
seizing the handiest opportunity to reassure the citizenry of his com-
mand of the situation ? That is hardly what we should mean by relevance.
I also find very disturbing—again, in practice—the complete lack of
mention, apart from a caution about its own apostolic efforts, of the
majority Roman Catholic Churchin the country. Just what is Evangelism
in Depth doing with and to the Christian faith—immature and feeble,
no doubt, but whose is not ?—of the already baptized ?

We are given no evidence on which to do more than register surprise
at these omissions. Why is there no mention? There speculation takes
us back again into the realm of those theological questions that we can
only see through our blinkers. Who will deliver us from them?

MARTIN CoNWAY






EVANGELISM IN LATIN AMERICA

By EmiLio CasTtrO

TF we enter into the discussion between Dr Strachan and Mr
dHayward, it is as Christians committed to the evangelization of
Latin America. The importance of the discussion lies in its basic theme:
the message that is preached in Latin America.

First of all, we would ask that some of the points made in this dis-
cussion—which, because they meet with almost complete agreement,
might pass unnoticed—should not be overlooked. It is always easier
to concentrate on the areas of disagreement rather than on the general
lines of agreement. That must not happen in this instance, especially
since the understanding of these points of agreement and their pub-
lication in Latin America cannot be taken for granted. We refer in
particular to three statements made by Dr Strachan that receive the
explicit or implicit support of Mr Hayward:

1. This personal witness must centre in the fellowship and communal witness
of the local congregation. This involves a recognition of the true mission of the
tocal church as a testifying community set down in the world, not for purposes of
se.lf-seekmg or self-defence, but for disinterested service and faithful witness in a
climate of spiritual worship and genuine brotherhood (p. 195).

2. Tangible witness must be given to the unity of the Body of Christ (p. 195).

3. In the final analysis, the success of the entire movement would have to be
measuregj not by the _atteqdance at the crusades or the number of decisions, but by
the continued dynamic witness of Christians and churches (p. 197).

The greatest obstacle to evangelization is the church which is pre-
occupied with its own existence. It would be amusing, if it were not
pathetic, to see entire denominations concerned with wholly secondary
questions of form or doctrine—the pastor’s clothing, women’s adorn-
ment in church, the possibility of having a cross in the sanctuary—
while the revolutionary ferment is raging in the streets and countryside
of Latin America. Congregations which, while worshipping, are con-
cerned for the men living out the problems of to-day; congregations
which regard themselves as called to serve rather than to condemn—
here is the beginning of the spiritual revolution we need.

The second point of agreement is no less important. Latin America
‘boasts and bears’ almost 150 different evangelical denominations. To
evangelize is to bear witness to the reconciling power of Christ between
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parties, races and nations. And certainly Latin America needs recon-
ciliation. But this cannot be proclaimed if it is not lived. Here again,
it is only as we forget ourselves as institutions and the preservation
of our own existence, and seek the will of our Lord for Latin America,
that we discover the call to Christian unity. The reply to our Lord’s
call is given to us in our ordinary contact with the world.
Unfortunately, Dr Strachan has made the ‘expansion’ of the Church
the basis of his argument. We say ‘unfortunately’, because we are sure
that it is not his intention to say what his article seems to imply. We
cannot take as the standard means of spreading the Gospel of Christ
those methods used for the propagation of any other idea, or for the
sale of some article. Faithfulness to the Gospel is more important than

its propagation; and faithfulness and propagation are not always

Synonymous. Paul ‘failed’ in Corinth, but he was faithful there. How
easy it is to extend a ‘movement’, but how difficult to live the Gospel!
But Dr Strachan corrects a false interpretation of his thinking when
he tells us that the basic criterion is not numerical results, but dynamic
service and witness in the life of the churches.

Systems of evangelization are mot formulae to be applied indis-
criminately. They develop within the framework of 2 given situation
and are determined by the reality of the existing churches. At the same
time, they must be in accordance with the call of God in a particular
human situation. Thus we have Evangelism in Depth, arising out of a
church situation characterized by division and conservatism, with the
merits and defects inherent in such a situation. If we attempt to question

' this system, it is because we wish to help in the search for the best

means of fulfilling our evangelistic responsibility in Latin America,

Clearly, the questions that should be asked do not primarily relate
to the system, but to the message that is proclaimed. But every method
of Christian work must be examined in the light of the Christian
message, to see whether it helps or hinders it.

Evangelism in Depth begins with a retreat for. church leaders. To
what extent do we seek in this retreat to correct our earlier ideas about
the evangelistic message, and to what extent do we assume that we
already understand it? Obviously, the Christian message is the same,
yesterday, to-day and for ever. But the concrete content of that message
must vary continually, if it is to be comprehensible and relevant, for
the Gospel is addressed to individuals in all their varied social and
family circumstances. The Gospel is the same, but the sermon our
Lord gave in the synagogue at Nazareth was not the same as that given
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in the Temple at Jerusalem. It is this initial retreat that provides the
best opportunity for the evangelistic effort, not as a technique, but as
a search to discover the message to be preached.

Perhaps we are disagreeing over mere words, but we cannot accept
the distinction that Dr Strachan proposes between an essential part of
the Gospel, to be included in evangelistic preaching, and another part
that comes later, and is to be included in the didactic task of the
Church. It is true that it would be impossible to cover all the Christian
doctrines in one sermon. But that is not the point. It is a question of
proclaiming Christ, His promises and His commands, in such a wa
that the new convert accepts his responsibility in the world and is not
self-centred. It is a message of repentance, and this includes not only
sorrow for our sins, but a radical change in our whole outlook on
life; a crucified Christ, who has taken upon Himself the lot of all
sinners and invites us to bear with Him the cross of service in the
world; a resurrected Christ, who calls us to live the reality of the new
man. In short, the convert should not have a religious dimension only,

<but should really live according to the Gospel and have a total

dimension.

It is clear that this is not merely a question of correct preaching.
The same words have different meaning in different situations. It is a
matter of Christians and churches taking seriously the whole reality
of Latin American man. Only thus shall we be taking the Gospel
seriously. If Evangelism in Depth were a mere technique placed at the
disposal of self-centred and socially irresponsible churches, it would
only increase that irresponsibility. But it need not be so. On the
contrary, in itself it affords a magnificent opportunity to help the
churches reconsider their message.

Dr Strachan rightly criticizes the attitude in which many of the
churches of Latin America live, of expecting that foreign money, a
great evangelist or a new system will provide the means of discharging
their evangelistic responsibility. Evangelism in Depth seeks to show
that the mobilization of existing forces is more important than these
false expectations. However, there is one important problem we must
face: not simply that of depending on aid from outside, but the fact
that we have not yet understood that evangelism is best carried out
in the circumstances of our everyday life. ‘Natural’ evangelism is that
of the Christian who, when asked to account for his spirit of scrvice,
names Christ as its secret source. The word ‘witness’ must regain its
original meaning—one who witnesses Jesus Christ. If this witness is to
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be made among individuals in all sections of the community, and if
Christian service is to be offered at all levels of our complex modern
life, Christians must be released from our ecclesiastical programmes
and seen as Christ’s missionaries in their several spheres of respon-
sibility. The example of the sects mentioned by Dr Strachan early in
his article does not help us. In the sects we have individuals who have
forgotten their social responsibility, who have forgotten their human
responsibility, and have become agents of an idea. But the Gospel
renders us responsible. It does not call us to propagate an idea, but
to live responsible before God for the enlightenment of human society.

Here we must recognize that all our consciously planned programmes
of evangelism have a temporary character; they are stop-gaps. They
help us to do consciously that which, in a profounder sense, should be
our daily activity. And like all remedies, they contain the inherent
danger that we may become accustomed to their presence and lose
sight of true normality. If all the members of the Church in Latin
America were to devote themselves to a conscious programme for the
spread of Christianity on the exhaustive lines of Evangelism in Depth,
it would be a tragedy for the Gospel in Latin America; for we should
then be taking our members away from their places of responsible
witness in society. And while we might add many to our numbers, we
should turn many others away, for they would be able to see the
Church only as a body wrapped up in itself and irresponsible in the
face of the problems of the community. The Church has had abundant
experience of that in history. The masses abandoned her, because to
them she seemed socially irresponsible.

But once its temporary character is recognized, once its dangers are
seen, we can freely use the opportunity offered to us by Evangelism
in Depth. Just as, in the first stage, it is a question of discovering
together with the church leaders in a particular country what is God’s
message for that country, so, as we move on to the period of Bible
study and prayer, we should be able to concentrate on seeking to
discover the responsible witness that God asks of His laymen. In this
way we should be building a bridge from the temporary to the per-
manent, from remedies to a normal state of health.

Latin America is at present living glorious moments. In the midst
of misery, ignorance and hunger, we already perceive the start of the
history of the ordinary man, of our little brother in whom Christ
finds us, It would be a betrayal of God’s purpose for him if he can
find only a self-centred Church, or a Church out of touch with reality

%
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and preoccupied with a message reduced to ‘religious’ terms. Evangelism
in Depth will make its contribution. Other efforts will make theirs,
But let us all passionately seck to be witnesses to the complete trang-
formation that Christ has made and is making in the life of humanity,
of all peoples, of mankind.

EmiLio CastrRO |

/
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" Problems in Industry in Bangalore. The Industrial Team Service has
also organized seminars for managers and workers in which the
Bangalore Productivity Council has participated. In Madras, the
Church of South India City Mission has also sought to become fully
involved in the industrial mission through occupational groups.
These efforts, however, have not been very successful, and the whole
plan is about to be reviewed and revised.

In an industrial town in the Punjab where there is a concentration of
new, small-scale industries, a Christian sociologist has conducted a
survey which reveals that a large number of the industries are evading
industrial laws. Plans are afoot to organize a series of public forums
which would expose the need and challenge the social conscience of
the local industrialists. In a number of other rapidly developing
towns in different states in India, surveys to determine the needs and
to plan for mission are being conducted by the churches with the
guidance of the National Christian Council.

The churches are slowly responding to the challenge of industry.
They are cautious, because they do not yet fully understand the complex
industrial set-up. The response is not very vigorous, because they do
not yet have adequate leadership, in number as well as in quality. But
a beginning has been made which testifies to the impact made by the
industrial team’s visit on the Church in India.

M. A. Z. ROLSTON

1 Edited by M.' M Thomas a.nd H. F. J. Daniel. Bangalore: Christian Institute for
ig%ft}l{dyl gg Religion and Society, and St Mark’s Cathedral Industrial Team Service,
.Re 1.50.

CALL TO WITNESS

By Victor E. W. HAYWARD

THE Editor has kindly invited me to make a brief response both to

Dr Strachan’s reply to my comments on his original paper, all of
which appeared in the April 1964 issue of the International Review of
Missions, and also to the three subsequent contributions made to this
discussion by Dr Markus Barth, Mr Martin Conway, and the Rev.
Emilio Castro in the following October issue. I will try to avoid repeat-
ing what I have already said in that longer article; what I now write,
therefore, presupposes all that I said there.

I am very grateful that others have joined in, for the purpose of my
paper was precisely to stimulate discussion. I have a strong feeling,
however, that both Dr Barth and Mr Conway have unintentionally
misrepresented the positions taken in this exchange of views, through
interpreting it along the lines of ‘Missionary Structure of the Congre-
gation’ and SCM-IVF ‘debates’ respectively. I find it significant that
it is a Latin American pastor, the Rev. Emilio Castro, who seems best
to have appreciated the points at issue in this particular discussion.
As the last section of my paper indicated, my fundamental fear regard-

+ing Evangelism in Depth was lest ‘those who are most unselfishly
concerned for the well-being of their fellow men reject the Christian
faith as irrelevant in their revolutionary world, fit only to foster
individual and self-regarding piety’. Unlike Mr Conway, who thinks
that Dr Strachan and I are not really talking to one another, and can
therefore only ‘break off the conversation, each dismayingly shaking
his head at the other’s lack of understanding’, Mr Castro recognizes
us as two evangelicals with many basic beliefs in common, and a
shared concern for the preaching of the Gospel in the modern world.

With many of the points made in these three later contributions I am
gratefully in agreement. Limitation of space forbids my listing and
commenting upon these. I must regretfully concentrate upon matters
of disagreement. Dr Barth admits that I did not myself use the formula
‘God—World—Church’. In fact, I too think it just as unsatisfactory
as that of ‘God—Church—World’, which it is designed to replace. I
fail to see that my position coincides with any of the ‘treacherous

alternatives’ which Dr Barth lists. I did not call for ‘a witness directed
189
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primarily not to individuals but to nations, structures, sections and
areas’, nor could I possibly imagine that Christians are ‘justified before
God solely on the ground of their engagement in social issues, great
or small’. That would indeed be a betrayal of evangelical faith. And
to Mr Conway I want to say that I am one of those ‘who are sure
about their faith’, not of those ‘for whom faith is . . . full of questions’,
though for me faith does indeed ‘raise questions about everything else’,
and I warmly agree that we ‘only really know the Gospel in the effort
to communicate it to someone else’.

It is, however, to Dr Strachan himself that I most want to express
gratitude. He has not only understood, but graciously accepted one of
my main contentions. ‘I am also ready to admit’, he wrote, ‘that there
are emphases within our conservative-evangelical circles which contri-
bute to an ultra-individualistic, falsely pietistic, church-centred way
of thought and life that constitutes an imperfect and somewhat distorted
representation of our sacred calling and mission in Christ. These tend
unconsciously to form the underlying presuppositions that may produce
a narrow understanding of God’s redemptive purposes and a tendency
to isolate the Church from the world. They may also limit our evangel-
istic goals and methods and contribute to the legitimate charge of the
Church’s relative irrelevancy in the world to-day.’

I agree with Dr Strachan that the differences between us are largely
a matter of emphasis, and a certain over-emphasis or over-simplification
often seems necessary to stimulate discussion. Nevertheless I find these
differing emphases of crucial importance. I accept his statement that
the Gospel has been ‘entrusted to the Church for the world’; my point
is that the Gospel is primarily good news for the whole world, and not
good news only for those who are called to be agents of God’s recon-
conciling and redeeming purposes for all mankind. God has direct
relations with both Church and world, and speaks to each through the
other. The Church is that part of the world which responds to God in
conscious faith. But it is mankind as a whole which is the object of
God's saving love. Here and now the Church exists for the world.
Only eschatologically does the world exist for the sake of the Church.

The crux of the matter is the content of conversion. I submit that
careful biblical exegesis reveals that conversion, though individually
experienced, is nevertheless essentially a community matter. In the
Old Testament it means a return to the covenant relationship which
God by grace has already established. In the New Testament it means
turning to the new reality of the Kingdom revealed in Christ’s coming,
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death and resurrection. In either case it means incorporation into the
People of the Covenant, that is, into that community through which God
purposes that all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. So far from
being a purely individual matter, conversion relates directly to God’s
ultimate purposes in history for all mankind. Conversion is an act of
personal commital, in faith, to Him who is Lord over the world,
Saviour because full authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to Him.

I therefore believe it to be necessary, in that ‘first preaching’ of the
Gospel which Dr Strachan distinguishes from the ‘subsequent teaching’
of the Church, to make clear that acceptance of Christ as Saviour and
Lord involves 2 committal in trust and obedience to what God is doing
in the world. It is true that just what such a committal will involve,
socially, economically and politically, will have to be gradually dis-
covered, through obedient action as well as through teaching; what is
essential is that the convert shall realize from the outset that this kind
of obedience will be involved in his discipleship.

On this, all three later contributors seem to be in agreement with me,
not least Mr Conway, who points out that Christian witness must be
related to ‘those concerns or issues which are already stirring the hearts
and minds’ of those to whom the Gospel is preached. ‘There is no
mention of any such relation in Mr Strachan’s programme. Faith, he
agrees, must do its best to be relevant; but he is clearly unwilling to
allow the missionary approach to start from any particular relevance.’
My contention is, to use Mr Castro’s words, that this ‘is a question of
proclaiming Christ, His promises and His commands, in such a way
that the new convert accepts his responsibility in the world and is not
self-centred’. It is part of the gospel message that the Saviour offers
us a meaningful life in this present world through that one act of com-
mittal to Him which opens up to the believing soul all the benefits of
Christ’s redemption. It is equally essential both that discipleship be
seen to involve social ethics, and that the ethics be recognized as flowing
from the nature of the Gospel. Otherwise, as someone has warned,
‘we can participate in the life of the world and of the Church, and still
be fundamentally useless to both. We can preach the Gospel and work
like mad on social action projects, and remain self-centred, ruthless
creatures whose good works leave men worse off than before’.!

It was in this connexion that I said in my first paper: “The Gospel is
addressed, not to isolated individuals here and there, but essentially

1 Bruce Kenrick: Come out the Wilderness (London: Collins, 1963), p. 205.
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to men in their social and corporate structures of existence. It is a
legitimate inference that the proclamation of the GosQel is to be related
to the groupings of nation, community, occupation, culture and
religion, in which men actually live. Witness is therefore to be made_ to,
as well as within, those natural groupings and settings in human life.’
Witness is made to man, not to structures, but it is always to man-in-
society. In Latin America, as Mr Castro says rightly, ‘it is. a matter 9f
Christians and churches taking seriously the whole reality of Latin
American man’. '

In all of this I agree with Dr Strachan that the centre is neither the
Church nor the world, but Christ, as Lord over both. And it is His
judgment, not the world’s, which determines the relevancy of. our
obedient witness. But does not Christ care for the hungry and thirsty,
the strangers and the naked, the sick and those in prison? Dr Str'achan
questions ‘just ow in actual practice’ I would call for relevant witness.
My answer is that I would start by asking the man who responds to the
preaching of the Gospel to ask himself and others how h_e can shov'v t’o
‘his family, the household, the community or the multitude’ Ck}rlst ]
compassion for the total needs of the total man in his own partx.cular
society. He will then soon realize how inadequate individual witness
is. The world needs the witness of the whole Body of Christ.

Victor E. W, HAYWARD

™

SOME BASES FOR A CHRISTIAN
APOLOGETIC TO ISLAM! -

By R. MARSTON SPEIGHT

"T"HIS generation of Christians is deeply indebted to such scholars

as Louis Massignon, Kenneth Cragg, Louis Gardet and Edwin
Calverley, who from their Christian positions have given us a new and
deeper understanding of the religion of Islam. They have brought to
their research that element of sympathy which a recent Muslim writer
has called ‘a fourth dimension’.?2 In a remarkable way, they have
identified themselves with the object of their studies and thereby
brought to light hidden values and profound meaning in the Islamic
religion. It remains for others to apply the results of modern Christian
research in Islam to a valid modern missionary apologetic. Some
bases for a new apologetic are indicated in the present-day temper of
Christian openness towards other religions; other elements remain
unchanged from former generations.

It is evident from certain currents of Christian theological thought
that there is a place for an apology for apologetics. Nevertheless, in
this paper it is assumed that an apologetic enterprise is valid, for the
simple reason that Islam, traditionally and in an explicit way, calls in
question the Christian Gospel.

" I. DIALOGUE AND ITS LIMITATIONS

A significant factor in the present-day situation between religions is
the emphasis upon dialogue. We are living in an age of dialogue.
Particularly in the West, there seems to be an almost universal desire
for mutual encounter by those with different points of view. The
conferences, colloquies, meetings, interviews and seminars that make
up so much of the modern expression of the dialogue idea constitute
a new manner of communication which requires thoughtful considera-
tion.®

1 Dr Daud Rahbar, of Hartford Seminary Foundation, will comment on this article
in the next issue of the Review,

2 Mohamed Talbi: ‘Louis Massignon un Maitre’, Confluent, December 1962, p. 764.

3 See Alfred Fauque: ‘Les Perspectives d'un Dialogue Orient-Occident’, Confluent,
June-July 1961, pp. 390-409. This article goes far toward clarifying the issues involved
in dialogue.
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MI SUGESTION ES QUE SE PUBLIQUE ESTE MANUSCRIPTO
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en este sentido es un fendbémeno tipico.
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$r@  4/2,11

MILITARY
3/13

MISSIONARY AVIATION FELLOWSHIP
L/16 7/12

M?ODY BIBLE INSTITUTE
6/7

MOODY LITERATURE MISSION
#2* 3/8 4/3 7/12

MORAVIAN CHURCH
#=x 3/1

MORMONS
2/2

isLEM

MUSLIN
8/16

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF XXANZKEXE

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EXKXEXKXEZ
EVANGELICALS 1/4

N?TIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION
3/1

NAVIGATORS
3/7,12,14 6/3

PENTECOSTAI. CHURCHES
3
1/11  2/2  3/1 4/7 7/8,21

P?NTECOSTAL UNIFICATION
h/7

P?TTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
6/9

POLITICS
3/14 4/11,12,16 5/1,5,9,12
8/18,36

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
uj7 s5/2

PRIMITIVE METHODIST
$2& 47

P?INCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
1/7

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH
#7L 3/1

PROTESTANTS IN LATIN AMERICA
= 1/10

Nicaragua 3/1

Costa Rica 4/1 and ff.
Suatemala 4/7

Honduras 4/15

Venezuela 5/1-2

Bolivia 5/5-6

Dom. Republic 5/12

Mexico 6/2

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

1/10 2/4 3/1-2, 11412
4/3,5 5/10 6/2,4,12
7/4,5,6,7,14,16,18,19 8/3,36

S?RIPTURE GIFT MISSION
4/3

S?MINARIO BISLICO LATINO AMERICANO
1/3,6

SOUTHERH BAPTISTS
RREgRER L[7,17



SPANISH AMZRICAN MISSION
z 4/7

UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
(ARGENTTINA) 7/3

UNIVERSITY
Lih s5/2  8/34

II VATICAN COUNCIL

u/3  7/5,6
VOICE OF ARNDES - HCJB
4/5

WHEATOI COLIEGE
1/6,7 5/13

WORLD CONGRESS ON EVANGELISM
¢#1&  6/7

WORLD COUNCIL OF CilURCHES
1/4 6/9 7/7,14

WORLD MISSION
L/8

WORLD MISSION PRAYER IEAGUR
5/6,8 7/21

WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION
6/9 8/36

WORLD WAR II
1/8,11 8/1

YOUTH FOR CGHRISET

T

L/8 7/12



-

(o . COUNTRIES

ARGENTTA
1/5 4/5 5/8 7/3 IXDIA
6/6

BOLIVIA
5/5-12 6/1,6 7/7,21 TINDONESIA

6/6
BRAZIL
6/6 7/8 8/17 JAPAN

6/6
CHIIA
8/15 KOREA

6/6
COLOMBIA
EXEQX 1/3 3/10 6/6 7/14 é?gANON
COSTA RICA
1/3 3/i10 4/1-7,8,17 MEXTI CO
6/1 7/7,14 8/8 1/11 3/3 4&/11 5/5

6/2-5 7/6
CUBA
1/7,11%4%x 5/8 7/6 NICARAGUA

' 3/1-17 4/1,2,8 6/1,7

CHILE 7/7 8/7,8
1/11  4/5  7/5,6

PALESTINE
DOMI¥ICAN REPUBLIC 7/3
AT KLOOPLEX
5/12-14 =¢m 6/1 PANAMA

1/3 1/11 :

EASTERN GERMAN
*#t 8/33 PERU
1/4 2/1 6/1

ECUADOR
EXXIAKRXHL 3/10 4/5 7/5 g?éLIPPINES
ENGLAND ; -
1/1 S _ P(/)R’I"JGAL
. ; 6/6
EUROPE : LA
7/3,13,14 i _ gqiRgo RICO
[,
GERMANY
*@¢ 8/26 E% SALVADOR
2/2
GUATEMALA
XLEXEXL % - THAXILANDER
3/8 47 616
uj7-14 6/1,7 8/8,14,36 3 0
USA
GUYANA 2 1/3,5412 2/5 3/10 4/10,11
8/17 G(// AA/A 5/8,11,12,13,14 6/6 7//5316
8/8,26
Hor-mm/ms )
#7% 3/8 4/15-20 URUGUAY
X8 6/9
HONG XKONG WEST INDIES
6/6 VENEZUELA —4ser 3/11

5/1-5,8 6/1/



