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PREFACE

C?------- In this thesis, the author describes and evaluates the missionary

evangelism methodology practiced by the Latin America Mission and known 

as Evangelism in Depth. The Latin Africa Mission is an interdenomina­

tional missionary society with headquarters in San Jose, Costa Rica and 

with a ministry that reaches into all of Latin America.

— The description of Evangelism in Depth is detailed, with particu­

lar stress placed on Its field application in the several Latin American 

countries there it has bean used, namely, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Guate­

mala, Honduras, Venezuela, Bolivia, and Dominican Republic. However, the 

author also gives due consideration to the theory of the program, and to 

the background that led to its adoption by the Latin America Mission.

The- evaluation measures the worth of Evangelism in Depth by the 

Word of God especially, but also in the light of modern Latin American 

history and experience. Also, before drawing his conclusions, the author 

includes a survey of other opinions about the program. Ife has a special 

concern to understand the significance of the program for Lutheran evan- 

geliam in Latin America.

<■------  Since for seme time the author has been active in missionary work

in Latin America, the subject of avance lion in that area is of personal 

concern. By means of this study, he seeks to learn how his own evan. el- 

ism ministry and that of his Lutheran collca ues may be more effective.

The writer gratefully acknowledges the valuable assistance of 
585- ?
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his advisor, Dr. Andrew S. Burgess, Professor of Missions at Luther Theo

logical '3oMnary in St. Paul, Minnesota.
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THE BACKGROUND OF THE PROGRAM

------ <Hle I* ton America Mission

A brief acquaintance with the Latin America Mission aids in un~

derstanding its Evangelism in Depth program. This missionary society was

founded by a Scotch Presbyterian with the name of Harry Strachan. For

eighteen years he and his Irish Anglican wife named Susan had served as

missionaries in Argentina under the Evangelical Union of South America, 

a well-known interdenominational mission society with its headquarters in 

England. Then, the Strachans believed that God was leading then to re­

sign from their mission in order to found another interdenominational or­

ganisation with the purpose of performing ”a continent-wide evangelistic 
ministry.11^ Accordingly, in the year 1921, they established The Latin 

America Evangelization Campaign, the original name of the Latin America

Mission. Otters joined the gtrachans, and together they sponsored union f"' 

evangelistic campaigns throughout the South. They also desired to remain 

free of ties to any particular Latin American church body in order that 

the new mission might be a service organization to the Church at large. 

Robert Hall Glover and J. Herbert Kane, in their distinguifhed history of 

missions, evaluate the new missionary organization as follow:

1 / Mr. Ttrachan and his colleagues were not interested in beginning a 
new micsion. They were burdened for the evangelization of Latin
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America and ware content to allots existin, missions to absorb their 
converts. 3uch largehearted men arc rare even in missionary circles. 
Consequently there is hardly a mission of any size in Latin America 
xhich does not count among its members converts won in the many cam­
paigns conducted by the Latin America Mission.® \------ J

The objectives of large-scale evangelistic campaigns throughout

the continent and of service to the Church at large have characterized

the Latin America Mission until the present time. In addition, other

thing to accept them into positions of equal c <itus and function along

with th© missionaries. The present general director of the mission clar-

ified the notire behind this policy viion he «rotei

Jfeithor is Be honored by the inability of missionaries and nationals 
in many parts of the world to work together amicably in a demonstra­
tion of that unity which God gives to those who stand togethex’ on the 
level ground at We foot of the Cross. We shall not try to place the 
blame for the fact that ’Missionary, go how J* signs are raised not 
only by godless govermonts, but also by national believers. But w 
declare our conviction that any bitterness on one side or the other 
cannot be the win of God.*1

Closely related to this point is the policy concerning the rela-

tion of the mission to the national churches that eventually developed

undex* the ministry of the Latin America Mission. Respect and confidence

is not honored by the paternalism which has sometimes characterized mis­

fRobert Hall Glover, 
sod and enlarged by J. Herbert 
Ushers, p. 119.

ssions, revi­
ro thers, Pub-

ji”A Vision Becomes Flesh,** latin America Svsaaasliat. p

^Horace L. Fenton, Jr., «Bere W 3tand,” Latin America LVangel- 
ist (Leptexixcr-October, 1965I, pp. 6-7. J
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denary work in the past, with missionaries dominating and directing the 

affairs of the local churches, and with an implicit doctrine of white 

supremacy and of North American superiority pervading the relations of 

missdomries and the national Christians.

Cs?--------- Still another feature that has beccnc peculiar to this mission is

expressed as follows: "It is progressive in policy, using all effective
x C ’ * t) 

means consistent with Biblical norms to accomplish its task.”0 This fea­

ture becomes evident when one surveys the various activities that have 

been undertaken by the Latin America Mission. The Church at large has 

been served not only through unicm evangelistic campaigns, but also 

through the .'»ov.inario Biblico Latinoamericano located in San Jose, Costa 

Rica. Students from all over the continent have attended this interde- 

nofiinational theological school, which had its beginning as a Bible 

school in 19*23. The Editorial Caribe, also owned and operated by the 

Latin America Mission, has published books and Munday School materials 

that have been used widely throughout Latin America. This and other Pro­

testant literature has boon distributed through Latin America Mission 

bookstores located in San Jose, Costa Rica; Mincolojo, Colombia; Panasna 

City; and in New York City, for the Span! oh-speaking community of that 

metropolis. Still another cutreach of this mission has been the TTFC 

radio station in San Jose, Costa Rica. Two particular ndssion fields 

have been adopted by the Latin America Mission, namely, Costa Rica and 

Colombia. In Costa Rica, the -Mission has not only carried out evangel­

istic work, but it has also maintained an orphanage, a hospital, and a 

combination primary and secondary school. Ths churches that have been

'-'Ibid., p. 6. )

I*1 A Vision Banases Flesh," Latin America Evangelist, p. 5.
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formed haw now organised themselves into The Association of Costa Rica 

Bible Churches. In Colombia, ten primary schools, two high schools and 

a Bible school have been operated by tlie mission, in addition to the 

evangelistic outreach. At the present time, 170 missionaries work under 

the Latin America Mission. The main office is located in San Jose, Costa 

Rica, but there are also several regional offices, including tho United 

States office at Bogota, ’few Jersey. Two periodicals published by the 

mis si «3, the Latin America Evangelist and El Eonsajero Bjbljco—The 

Bible Messenger—are well-known in the United States and Latin America 

respectively.

--------The doctrinal statement of the Latin America Mission indicates 

its conservative theological position:

Me believe the Bible to be th© divinely inspired and authorita­
tive Tk>rd of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice, 
ç ïfc believe in one God, creator and sustainer of the universe Mho 
eternally exists in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

-IM believe in the deity of the lord Jesus Christ, His virgin 
birth, sinless life, redemptive death, bodily resurrection, present 
exaltation at God’s right hand and His personal, premillenial return. 

VM believe that all sen have sinned and therefore are guilty be­
fore God and are under His condemnation .

Me believe that through the death of His Son Jesus Christ, God 
in love provided an atonement for r±n so that, through repentenco 
and saving faith in Christ, san is delivered from the Jud&nent of 
God and born again into life eternal.

IM believe in the deity and personality of the Holy Spirit Ubo 
works in men to bring them to salvation through Christ and 'iho dwells 
in believers, equipping and empowering them far a life of holiness 
and fruitful service.

- IM believe that the Church is composed of all true believers and 
that the mission of the Church, with Christ as its head, is to com­
municate the Gospel of Christ to all the world.

Me believe in the resurrection of the body, the everlasting pun­
ishment of unbelievers and the everlasting blessedness of believers 
in the presence of Christ.’

- For sane years, the Latin America Mission has belonged to the 

IntcrdenadLmtional Foreign Missions Association, that communion of in-

V Latin America Mission, Introducine Uhi. fatin America llission 
(Z~3an Jose, Costa Rica: Bditoriaì Caribe, 19q5L/^* J
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terdenaninatfcaja7 or so-called »faith» ndssions of North America. In re

cent years« the mission also joined the Evangelical Foreign Missions As

soclation, representing the mission concern of the National Association 

of Evan^licals. The Mission has not moved in the circles of the World

Council of Churches. Still,

Congress, sponsored by these

when the Second Latin American Evangelical

Latin American Protestants who do sympathise

with the W.C.C., convened in
r

by thf g'ewral director of the Latin America iUssion was used as a study 

document, and the general director himself accepted an invitation to be
< Ct-

one of the main speakers* Furthermore, & few months prior to the -con­

gress, the . mission in its annual meeting mete the following resolution: 

the city of Liïua in 1961, an article written

»In view of the prayer of our Lord (John 17:21), the exhortation of the

Apostle Rml (Ephesians h:3), and the special circumstances in the part 

£

ate with the sincere, true and wise efforts to promote the visible unity 

of the body of Jesus Christ in Latin America. nCy Clearly, the Latin Amer­

ica Mission belongs to that -roup within Christianity sometimes known as 

the Ifoniiistorical Churches-- fMah contribute 75% of the Protestant mis­

sionary force in Latin America today However, not all of these church

V2
The Evangelism in Depth program of the Latin America Mission bo-

* ^Hnutes of the I960 Annual Meeting of the Latin America Ms- 
sior^, cited by Wilton M. Tfelson, »Separation or Cooperation?» Latin 
America Evangelist ^September-October, 19614, p, 7.'

} ^«neth Strachan, gw mssiornry Movement of the Non-Histor-
« leal Groups in Latin America, Riper read before the Study Conference of 

the Committee- on Cooperation in Latin America, Buck Hills Falls, Rannsyl- 
vania, November 10-12, 1957 (New York: Comittee on Cooperation in 
Latin America, 1957), p* 9.

•iViiJ
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gan in the 3oul of R. Kenneth Strachan, the son of the founder of the 

las ion. The program cannot be fully understood apart from its living 

relation to him, few which reason a brief survey of this devoted and 

gifted life is included.

" Strachan was born in Argentina in 1910, while his parents still 

served undox* the Evangelical Union of South i@eri.ca« He was only a boy 

when he gave his heart to Christ. T!ie early teens were spent in Costa 

Rica, whore his father had established U» head quarters of the nrw2d£s- 

sion, ay well as the Bible institute that is now the seminary of the 

Latin America Hission« That is, for the first fourteen years of his life 

he lived in latin America, surrounded by missionary activities. Then, 

his parents sent him to the United States to ’Swaton Academy and Wheaton 

CoLLcgs in Illinois, for his high school and college education. Of 

course, V&caton College is a well-known center of conservative Christian­

ity in the United States. In both the Academy and the Allege, he demon— 

strated fine athletic ability and good scholarship vixen he cared to study. 

However, a rebellious spirit made adjustment to regulations difficult, 

and finally he quit college before graduating« The independent spirit of 

the father had been inherited and perverted by the san. The senior Stra­

chan urged his son to enroll at the well-known conservative school, Dal­

las Theological Seminary, even though Kenneth had not finished college« 

Kenneth acceded, and, after returning and graduating from vheaton in 

1915, he received the B.D. degree from Dallas <ninary in 1936. Two de­

cades later, '.Jhcaton College was to forgive his misdemeanors and rooog- 

niae Ms norite by awarding Mm the LL.D. degree.

In 1936, Strachan Joined the Latin America Mission, and, for his

first assignent, ho asked to teach in the Bible institute in San
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Jose» Costa Rica. Once again his rebellious spirit interf erred, prompt­

ing him to seek enlistment in the Royal Canadian Air Force. This wm a 

serious case of irresponsibility. Many must have wondered if anything 

good would cobjs of such a young man. But God spoke to him and through a 

public confession of his sin and a renewed consecration to Christ, God 

granted him a turning point in his spiritual experience. In 1910, Stra­

chan married Elisabeth Walker, to tiiich union God granted six children.

Upon the death of his father in 1915, Strachan was elected as Co­

director of the Latin America Mission. Then, in 1950, he was given the 

responsibility of General Director, which function he carried out until 

his death. In addition to administering and developing the activities of 

the Latin America Mission as they have been outlined above, he was also 

active as a board member of the Interdcnordnational Foreign Missions As­

sociation. He found no difficulty moving among the elite of Latin Amer­

ica, and, at the same time, the peopla of the masses sensed in him a 

friend. There is every indication that his colleagues had a profound 

respect for hii?., even as his reputation in Latin America missionary cir­

cles is well-founded.

c The writer can personally testify to his breadth of vision and

concern, for, in 1951, he had correspondence with Strachan and finally 

met him in his home in San Jose, Costa Rica. Strachan was representing 

a Methodist missionary in northeast Panama who desired that the writer 

and his mission take charge of an Indian field that had been started but 

could no longer be maintained.

cz:Poor health hampered Kenneth jStraehan during the last several 

years of his life. He was in the United States on rest leave from the 

Mission when he learned that he was dying of cancer, whereupon he re­
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quested to be buried in Costa Rica. last year he went to his reward.

Several thousand accompanied his body to its final resting place. One 

of his colleagues paid this final tributes

V) Greatness is nurtured in flexibility. Sen*s mind was constantly 
on the move. No one in my experience illustrated so perfectly Eber- 
□on’s maxim that *a foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little 
minds.* own young life had been stared up by what I thought ware 
God-given and hence inflexible principles. I was often frustrated, 
therefore, by the way in which Ken’s attitude and policy in mission 
work would change between cur frequent consultations, and for a long 
time I resented it. Finally, however, I cane to realise that this 
was ths price of creativity, the corollary of vision. And it was 
this idLllingress to admit he had been wrong, or that today’s solu­
tions demand something other than yesterday’s solutions, which place 
Ken Strachan in t^ vanguard of missionary thinking and left the rest 
of us far behind.*^ - - - - - - - \

_______ Mention shall be made of but four missionary associates of Stra­

chan who have remained, since his death, to guide the Latin America Ms- 

sion. David M. Howard, in charge of the work of the-Mission in Colombia, 

is Assistant General Director of thcVsission. W. Dayton Roberts?¿«hé 

is Associate General Director of the 

Mission. Roberta works closely with Ruben Lores, a Cuban, who has been 

assigned some of the duties that Strachan formerly carried out, with the 

title of Acting International Director of Dvangelism in Depth. Finally, 

Horace L. Ibnton, Jr. fills the position of General Director of the latin 

America Mission. He comes from a Presbyterian home. He received his ed­

ucation at .lieatr^ College and at Prince ton Theological Seminary. lie has 

served with tb&Tdlssion for the past seventeen years, the last four of 

which, previous to his present assignment, wore spent in the Hew Jersey 

office of the'-nx&ision. In addition to his duties with ths Latin America 

Mission, he is book editor of the new \ ani elical Missions Quarterly, and

Roberts et al., «’hat Kenneth Strachan Meant to Me,” 
list (May-June, 1%$>, p. 7.
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he holds the position of board raenbei* in both the International Foreign 

Moslems Association and the Evangelical Foreign Missions Association« 

I * X ----- ——- — Dissatisfactions

ahc following are the particular circumstances that led up to the 

Evangelism in Depth program of the Latin America Mssiont

Over the years, the Latin America Mission has tended to give one 

exnphaois and then another in its work. Arthur F. Glasser, North America 

director of the China Inland Mission Overseas Missionary Fellowship and 

also a close friend and observer of the Latin America Missions—at the 

present time he is a ccnwdtter. member of the H. Eenncth Strachan Memorial

Fund for I/or Id Evangelic ihawrtriaad these characteristic emphases as

follows:

In the early days of the Latin America Mission, emphasis was 
placed on the Spirit-filled missionary and his evangelistic cam­
paign.:. As time went on this was supplemented with radio and lit­
erature outreach, and the effort to reproduce the same pattern 
through development of a national counterpart to all of these ac­
tivities. Training nationals was assigned a high priority.^

—Thon after World liar II, a sense of dissatisfaction and failure 

about the results and prospects of the witness of the irdission, as well as 

that of Brotestant missions in Latin America in general, settled upon the 

leadership of the Latin America Mission. They had labored hard« They 

had done good work. Indeed, they had led the way in a number of respects 

among the Protestant missions in Latin America. A large mission program 

had resulted. There had been converts, and national churches and church 

bodies bad appeared. A faithful witness had been given. Services had 

been performed to the needy about them. Still, in spite of positive re­

sults for all their good efforts, what had been accomplished appeared so

^Arthur F. Glasser, nN©w Dimenidon in vangelism,0 Latin America 
Evangelist (ifoveriber-December. back cover.
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meager in the midst of the huge Latin American cornual ty around then.

Strachan explained the general sense of frustration at that time, when 

he penned, «For servants of the Churdi in lands where the Christian com­

munity is snail and Its witness weak, and where the encounter with the 

overt tie Irdng forces of unbelief and rejection constitute a daily and dis­

couraging experience, this necessity of redefining evangelistic responsi­

bility and fixing priorities becomes the compulsive, imperative, inescap- 

able task of We hour.-«» ' }

and questions in particular bothered the

Latin America Mission leaders at that time. «Foremost,” wrote Strachan, 

«was a growing sense of dissatisfaction with the organisational structure 

of the foreign missionary society as an instrument, with the established 

national church, for meeting adequately the modem challenge of avangel-
L Ok r: T )

ism.«1^ Ife meant that the method of the cooperative evangelistic cam­

paign, which he had observed and in which he liad participated in all the 

major Latin American cities for many years, liad proven inadequate and had 

not accomplished enough in view of what remained to be accomplished.

These campaigns had been prepondera tely the effort of the foreign mission, 

and so, the theory, the financial backing, and the personnel had been 

largely foreign. He also meant that the enthusiastic confidence that had

been placed in mass media, that is, radio and press, in the work of evan­

gelism, had not produced the results that were hoped for. He further

Wat We pleas for and increase of -K>re missionaries, »Meh had 

characterised the Latin American Mission, had not proven the answer to

^1. IJennoth Straehan, "Call to v&tness,” Ihe International He- 
view^ofi^ss^, Uli, No. 210 ^April, 196h)^fc) ( c; (/, D.

13Ibid., p. 192.



11

the evangelica problem.

.-—-Strachan pointed out yet another area of reservation for the

Latin America Mission leaders, as followss

I || An equal source of concern was the pattern of church life, per­
haps a rUssionary legacy, which we boccraing increasingly common and 
which, it seemed, represented one mjor cause for the relative fail­
ure of the Protestant churches to witness effectively to the world 
around them. It was distressing to see churches facing inward, dedi­
cating nere and more of their time and energies to self -centered pro­
grammes . ... Of even greater concepì was the growing tendency to 
depend upon a professional ministry.^

That is, Strachan and the others noticed the beginnings of static church 

life in their own fields and in those of others« The members seemed un­

willing to witness and work for Christ in ths coEi^iunity. At the same 

time, the missionary leaders observed that there was an unmistakable 

North America character and pattern to the life and ministry of the na­

tional churches, and they wondered if this foreignness of the churches 

did not repel rather than attract the public.

_ ... — Strachan continued, "A question was also raised by the multi­

plicity of Protestant bodies and agencies in Latin America and the gen­

eral picture of division, competition and confusion which was presented 

not only to opponents, but also to the indifferent public at large and to 

hosts of well-disposed friends and potential converts. The Latin Amer­

ica Mission leaders realised that, although Catholicism—-the traditional 

church in Latin America—-<»oes have its subdivisions, such as, the des-\ z
uits, the Franciscans, the Carmelites, and so forth, at the same time it 

does publicly express its unity. And, by way of contrast, Protestants 

have been so divisive in appearance. Surely, Strachan reasoned, this 

appearance must prevent many from acceptance of Biblical Christianity.

A

Op. cit f>.

Mlbid.. p. 193.J
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Again, «the resurgence of the Wonsan Catholic Church in Latin

America . . . presented a new challenge to the evangelical movement and 

raised again the necessity for a careful redefinition of Protestant ap­

proach and relationship.«1* Ha no doubt referred to renewed efforts on 

the part of the Catholic Church to secure more priests for Latin America. 

He certainly was thinking of the new position of political power to which 

the Catholic Church of Colombia had attained, and which had expressed 

itself in terms of persecution of the H*otostant church, during and after 

the Second World War.

______ - Still another reservation concerned "the prolific increase and 

spread of the sects, creating problems of relationship and adding to the 

general confusion and disorientation.They noticed the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses groun, instance, increasing by twelve times every ten years 
in the Caribbean area, and by fifteen times in South America.1® C - - 

— - Further, "the relentless permeation of Marxirt and socialist 

ideas into a soil made fertile by economic pressure and political insta­

tics had long characterized Latin America. Then, especially since the 

Mexican Revolution of 1910, a new unrest of a social and economic nature 

had begun to spread throughout the continent. The masses, that since 

colonial times had been subjugated by the aesol-foudal aristocracy, had 

started to wake up and to speak out for land and justice based on equal­

ity. The masses had lost faith in the traditional leaders, both those of 

America Mission, Evamre lism-in-Debth {Chicago: Moody
Press, 19&LJ, p. 19. \

^Strachan, «Call to Witness," The International Review of Mis-



th® Conservative Party 'which represent the position of the Catholic 

Church, and those of the Liberal Party who champion political liberalism 

of the French and American types. They had turned to new parties of ths

people and to Socialism and Ctommunicm which by now had sent agents and 

literature to win the loyalty of those who demnded change. Even before 

Fidel Castro, leftist activity had been taking place throughout the con­

tinent, and the latin America Mission leaders feared what eventually did 

take plies'« in Cuba.

Finally, St-yaohan was that »over all was the spectacle of

a continent caught in the throes of an unparaUed population explosion.îî?

If the Protestant missions could not then accomplish the evangelistic 

task, what ware the prospects of doing it in the future in a continent 

These reservations and questions, then, weighed heavily on the

minds and hearts of the Latin America Mission leaders after World ’Mr II.

They prayed. They read. They thought. They deliberated. These men 

made a point of visiting the work of other missions and churches with ths 

objective of learning from them. For instance, they introduced them­

selves to the work of the Assemblies of God in El Salvador and came away 

amazed at the rapid growth. They also acquainted themselves with the 

work of ths Foursquare Gospel Church in Panai-a, and with the Pentecostal 

work in Chile, other efforts that had succeeded in advancing rapidly. 

<e—— In 192L, Kenneth Strachan was still sacking the answer to the prob-

^Myrtle M. Clemmer and Stanley W. Kycroft, »A Statistical Study 
of Latin America,» Occasional Bulletin, KUI, Sb. 5 (May, 1962), 11*.
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1st» of his mission and of the Protestant mission in Latin America. Ac­

cordingly, before a retreat for mission executives, held at Lak» Geneva,

Wisconsin, and sponsored by the Evangelical Foreign Missions Association, 

he stated, Whatever the way, it would seem that some way must be found 

to bring the national church and itc leaders into partnership in the plan-

\respective field*1,22 The answer he soumit— Vangslis» in Depth—would

soon be clear.
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é=s* In 1957, Kenneth Strachan gave an address at the Study Confer-

enee of the Corsnittee on

Falls, Pennsylvania. In

Cooperation in Latin America, held at Buck Hills 

the course of that address entitled "The Mis- 

si canary Movement of the Non-Historical Groups in Latin America,” and 

speaking of the rapid growth that has characterised the work of some of 

these churches, he stated, «It would seen that the growth of each group 

is related directly to its effectiveness in mobilizing its total member­

ship in continuous evangelistic endeavor, regardless of its particular

conccpt that unlocked the full program of Evangelism in Depth.

The following year, Strachan wrote an article for Christianity<-
Today entitled «Tomorrow*a Task in Latin America*—it. was later picked 

up by the organizers of the Second Latin American Evangelical Congress, 

held in Tima, ibru, in 1961, and used as a study document. In this aril 

cle he gave one of the first fuller expressions of the theory of the new 

program. Touching on the mammoth task remaining in Latin America, he

Kenneth Strachan, The cvesnent of the Non-Historj-
cal Groups- in Latin America, Paper ~~e :tudy Conference of
the Coranittee on Cooperation in Latin America, Buck Hills Falls, Pennsyl­
vania, November 10-12, 1957 (New York: Ccxriittee on Cooperation in Latin 
America, 1957), p. 9.

15
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wrote, jjbylou.s...deHci^cx.,io.f. eyan^.cal., forces is
y

a concerted movement to finish the job in their own territory.»2 

he expressed the key concept, stating, "I believe the main reason /Tor

f

c~

not being able to complete the evangelism task in the respective terri* 

torios7 is our failure to mobilize oui' entire evangelical forces in con- JVl

stant evangelistic endeavour. We have depended too much on the foreign 
on the full-time Christian worker.*^—-missionary and too much

---------Again, in l?6li,

his theory now put into

3
Strachan stated the key concept in retrospect of

practice, in an article for The International Re-

rect proportion to its success in Kobilizing its total membership in con­
tinuous propagation of its beliefs,To this/he added the following:

Once this conclusion was phrased, it was no great surprise to 
discover that it led back directly to the norms and practices of the 
fLrst-ccntury Church. Further reflection suggested the additional 
truth that for an expanding movement to retain its essential Chris­
tian character, its witness must be carried out in conscious submis- 
sicn to ths Word of God and to the energising and directing operation 
of His Spirit. Apart from this, any movement, no matter what its 
outward profession or success, will ultimately depart from course and 
cease to be truly Christian. But the key to successful expansion is 
the continuous witness of the totality of the disciples.”?

__— It is apparent that the first conclusion reached by Strachan was 

basically a phenomena of social change, and not something necessarily

Christian. To be sure, he had observed the active laity in the rapidly 

growing Rjntccostal work in El Salvador, However, be had also seen the

s'

5R. Kenneth Strachan, «Tomorrow’s Task in Latin America,” Chris­
tianity Today, HI, Mb. 6 ^December 22, 1958), 3.)

3Ibid., p. li­

fe. Kenneth Strachan, "Call to Witness,« The International Review 
Bo. 2J0 Uprtl/l!»aV



same principle at work in the Mormon xpandon in the continent through

lay missionaries. He had even recalled that the j spread of Com-

in which all themunism in this century has been accomplished by (a 

that in any human society, a cause expands as ths believers of that cause, 

led by their leaders, communicate their convictions to their fellows.

In terms of the Christian church, the concept of total mobilila-

tion focuses on

the worship and life of the congregation, but also in its ministry to the

co unity And tliis holds true for both the layman in the sending

churches of Christian mission and for the layman of the younger

churches of the world. The concept means that in addition to the mis-

sionary and the national pastor, the layman must participate in evangel

ism if this ministry is to be successful. No amber of missionaries and

no amount of modem technique and mass media can substitute for this.

The native pastor, far from being the authorised agent of the evangeli s-

tic is rather the organiser of his people

for

outreach of Ills congregation,

this function. The spontaneous Gospel witness on the part of the

comunicatlon of the 

___ -— o vxatiKW

the expansion of the

They simply observed

and his colleagues mean that the essential cause of

Church resides in a principle of sociology? No 

that phenomena of social change in and according to 

when in the world He undertakes to relate it to Himself. This being the 

case, those who work with Him in His evangelistic purposes must not only
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• & Ipart. Accordingly, one of the Latin America Mission spokesraarkwrote as

follows concerning the expansi an of the Church through IVangelism in

Depth in Mcaragua«

-L I wouldn’t want to give you the impression that by sane clever
idea or strategy the church can forget the divine, supernatural fac­
tor and always be sure of success, v&at happened in Nicaragua was 
obviously the Holy Spirit’s miraculous work, and without Him the 
cleverest, most Scriptural, beet organized strategy would be a 
failure,6 . _

£ . «¡ne ^33.0 Principles

<3------ ^Thc first conclusion about total mobility led Kenneth Strachan

and his friends to lay down several basic principles or premises on the

basis of which to develop a plan of action.

The Mobilization of Every Christian

©ary task of their leaders is to mobilize and 
uous, purposeful witness in every area of lifer

them for contin-

----------The second principle was expressed by Strachan in the following

way«

X ((' This daily witness of the wdividual must center in the fellow­
ship of ccmunal witness. The local church is the strategic unit 
for effective, continuing witness. This involves a recognition of 
ths true mission of the local church as a testifying community set 
down in the world not for purposes of self-seeking or self-defense 
but for disinterested service and faithful witness in a climate of

¡ ’’They Shook the Country,» Latin America Evangelist (March-April. 
1961ft p.v 3.

fp.. Kenneth Strachan, «Sow© Fundamentals,** ZEatjn America Evan­

gelist (Mareh-Anril. 1963J7, inside front cover. \



true spiritual worship and genuine fellowship*

God does not will that the local congregation be characterised by 

a static existence. lhat is, the congregation is not to be self «centered 

and thus indifferent to the religious needs of the coesnunity around about 

it. ibr is it, cut of fear or a sense of inferiority, to content itself 

with a defensive stance in relation to its environment. As far as Latin

America Is concerned, up until recent tines, the Protestant congregations 

in many places have existed in an unfriendly environment characterised by 

unwilling tolerance and, at times, by persecution. The Latin American 

Catholic Church, of course, has set the direction of this hostility. 

However, the absence of a witnessing local congregation is not always duo 

to internal factors, such as, fear of its environment. For, the missions 

often so stress their own evangelism function that the evangelistic min­

istry of the local congregation is elicited. For instance, in certain 

nonhistoric church circles of the United States, there has prevailed a 

type of evangelism unrelated to the local church, and this, no doubt, has 

been transferred to the mission fields where representatives of these 

circles serve. Whatever the cause of the static congregations in Latin 

America, this situation had to change, according to the Latin America 

Mission leaders, if the evangelism responsibility of the missions and the 

churches was to be fulfilled. For, the total Christian witness is to 

have as its point of reference the local congregation.

--------1» terms of evangelism, the local congregation is the particular 

team to which the witnessing Christian belongs. In the local congregation 

he receives encouragement to serve Christ in the hostile world. In his 

local church, he is trained for his particular contribution to the evan-
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gelisa mission. The fruits of his evangelism efforts are conserved in

the local congregation«

^,<2,3 The United Witness of the Entire Body of Christ

— Bsmeth JStrachan stated this principle as follows:

<=£ This individual and ccwmnal testiiamij' must relate fruitfully to
the fetal witaeas of the entire Body of Christ. Therefore in cor» 
practical way, without coKprordsc or blurring of truth, with full re­
spect for conscientious differences and distinctives, but in obedi­
ence to Christ’s corsnand and in response to His earnest prayer for 
the Church, some tangible witness must be given to the unity of the 
Body of Christ.?

That is, all of the Protestant denominations in a given area must

cooperate in the work of evangelism. This is so because of the magnitude 

of the task which no single society or church can possibly accomplish

alone. However, another and more impelling reason exists for cooperative

evangelism, namely, to demonstrate the universal quality of the Gospel.

Of this Strachan writes:

It is equally a natter of the precise nature of the witness that 
Church is required to give. If there is only one Lord and Sav­

iour and only one Gospel, then hen? can hundreds of different groups
stressing their dlstinctives in isolation from each other give a 
clear and convincing testimony to th®- uniqueness of that Gospel? 
Effective witness thus requires seme tangible demonstration of 
unity. ("¿I - . <

For this reason, our Lord prayed "that they may all be one ... so that 

the world snay believe that thou hast sent tae.“-? For this reason, Paul

urged ths young Ephesian church within its pagan environment to be "eager 

to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."12

Such cooperation must be of such a nature as to require re corp!- 

tian of and respect for the doctrinal convictions and special gifts of

the respective groups, None must be asked or expected to compromise his

’a«.
11John 1?:21.

13Ibid. 

^Dph. 1:3»



cherished positions. This means that what is done together between dif­

ferent danminations will meet with the approval of all, at least as to 

the main and basic points. As to secondary points, we ought to be «ready 

to sacrifice our little ends for the sake of the ‘Big Of course,

this principle does not suggest the- cessation of the denominational evan­

gelism program 5 it rather urges that public witness be given by occasional 

union evangelism efforts. Furthcrmoxe, within the union evangelism ef­

fort, there will be same room VMMRSS for distinctive denominational 

emphasis. That is, during certain phases within the united effort, at 

one and the same time, different denominational contributions will take 

place«

«2.A. The Aim to Reach the Entire National or Regional Area

<s —------Of this principle, Kenneth Strachan stated the following:
•W The witness of all individuals and coE-saunities must aim at noth­

ing loss than total and complete outreach. . . . For that reason it 
is advisable to think in terms of natural geographic areas, in which 
the precise responsibility for cmplete outreach and the problems 
that can be faced and discharged by the resident Christian
forces. ■ frfj. ...

Cr~ 7“ The command of Christ to evangelise envisions "the whole crea­
tion"1^ and "all nations/’1^ which the CSwirch must take seriously. Al-

though the elder Ctrachan had dreast of the entire continent, his son and

friends thought It more practical to think in terms of a given republic 

or, in the case of the larger repAlic.^ regions within them. The Church 

dare not be at ease nor content herself with having done well in a United
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area, if within the republic, areas remain unevangelized. The principle 

of total outreach also embraces every sociological group within the na- 

tian, such as, the different classes which are well marked in Latin Amor- 

ica, and the different Indian tribes. Total outreach means that every 

family mist be approached with the invitation of Jesus Christ.

¿2 . «2- ¿T The Adoption of an Overall Strategy

The Latin America Mission looked back on the adoption of this

principle as follows : »It was our conviction that the individual activ­

ity of all the believers and all the local churches and the co-operatiw 

efforts of the sum of the different churches had all to be related to one

over-all plan of strategy that would aim at nothing less than the total 

and effective evangelization of the territory selected,»1? - —

<s=—-------The effort to reach the entire area under consideration, involv­

ing the totality of the Christian forces, must be organized and coordin­

ated, so as to avoid confusion and overlapping, and so as to achieve max­

imum effect. Ths basic method in the overall strategy will be the verbal 

preaching of the Gospel. However, other means will complement the evan­

gelistic preaching of the Word, such as, the use of mass media and the 

utilisation of the printing press. Every available means and ability 

will be employed in the effort.

<5----- — However, proclamation by the Christian deed of mercy ought to be

included in the evangelism program. It is to be directed toward the al­

leviation of social need in benefit of both the non-Chrlstian and the

Christian public. Concerning this, W. Dayton oberts wrote:

«2 ( J Activities of this sort successfully relate the Gospel to the 
social as well as the spiritual needs of the country. They, too,

1?Latin America Mission, Evangelism in Depth (Chicago: Moody
Press, 1961). p. 29.



must bo planned and coordinated, but never substituted for the direct 
verbal testimony to the saving power of Jesus Christ. An apostolic 
balance in social concern can greatly doepen and enhance the evangel­
istic outreach.1^

<=2.3 ThePlanofAction

Having established the basic principles, the Latin America Mis­

sion leaders were considering a concrete plan of action, whan the Billy 

Graham Evangelistic Association sponsored its first crusade in the Carib­

bean area. This crusade took place in 1958. Bbnncth Strachan ws able 

to observe it first hand, and he and the Latin America Mission leaders 

took fresh courage concerning the vision of their own work. As the man 

continued in prayer, they finally caxne up with the following plan of 

action*

«5.3,1 Ths First Stages Mobilization

in turn, contains several parts.

the missionary and national church leaders of a given republic. Without

the support and cooperation of the leaders, the program cannot be under­

taken.

Ife. opening-of the program office jn a stratc^dlc center. —Having secured 

the c cm sent of the church leaders, the Latin America Mis si cm representa­

tives or advisors set up an office in a city, likely the capital of the 

republic chosen for the evangelism effort. The office remains open for 

the duration of the program.

The retreat for missionary and church leader».--The leaders of all the

Dayton Roberts, ”lfew Dimension in Evangelism," Latin Amer­
ica Evangelist (November-December, 1965), p. 15.

154280 



missions and churches in the republic or region selected, along with the 

Latin America Mis si on advisors and perhaps some guest preachers and Bible 

teachers, gather for a retreat. Th® wives of the leaders also partici­

pate. The retreat is held at a location removed from the work centers of 

those who attend so as to facilitate concentration on the matters at hand 

This gathering lasts for several days so as to have sufficient time for

prayer, Bible study, a fresh examination of the evangelism task that re­

mains to be accomplished, and a camplot® orientation of the program to be 

undertaken. iterhaps the principal objective of the retreat is to Impart 

a renewed concern, if necessary, for the evangelisation of the area con­

cerned. If the leaders do not have this concern, they will not be able

to impart it to their people.

ttee, other can-

proc™, «ill b. carried forwrd. la comune*« ritt tbe latin Anerica 

Mission advisors. In addition to the

mit toes are named which will cover such aspects as finance,

music, training of laymen for participation in the program,

visitation, physical arrangements, regional affairs, and so

publicity,

literature,

forth.

testant comunity. It is carried out in several ways. For instance, the

churchco and denominational conventions receive visitors who explain the

program and import inspiration for it. If radio broadcasting facilities 

ar© available, regular promotional programs may be prepared and given. 

Many Latin American republics now have Protestant radio stations which 

can facilitate this type of promotion. Thon, the organisers and leaders

of the evangelism effort publish a small but attractive newspaper for the 



duration of ths effort. This newspaper, entitled 3n Marcha which means 

(Svangellsm in Depth) On the March, is designed for the Protestant public, 

and, in addition to information and promotional articles, it contains nu­

merous pictures of the evangelism program activities taking place through­

out the republic or region«

the organization of prayer cells.—f^4ost important,” Strachan wrote,

"would b© the formation of hundreds of snail prayer cells. These cells 

are formod in the Christian community throughout the nation, and they 

function for the duration of ths effort. This aspect of the preparation 

aims at imploring the blessing of God on the evangelism program.

£ 3 . Second Stage s Training

Saving completed the mobilisation stage, the plan enters a train­

ing stage. A Latin America Mission publication described this phase in 

the following way:

If Mvangslism-in-Depth were to be a success, it would be neces­
sary, leaders saw clearly, to make each Christian recognize that ths 
Great Commission was directed personally to him, and to give instruc­
tion not only in the basic tenets of the Gospel but also in the best 
methods of sharing it with others. These two important objectives 
would be accomplished by means of the intensive training classes for 
believers which ware to take place before the evangelistic campaign."

That is, this second training stage aims at training the laymen of the 

churches for active participation in the evangelism program. As for

methods to be taught, the instruction concerns personal evangelism, visi­

tation evangelism, active participation in the crusades, and active par­

ticipa tian in the follow-up work.

____ - In some situations, it is possible to train the laymen on an in-
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tordcnorainational basis. Otherwise, the training takes place on a denoti- 

inational basis. The training course involves eight or twelve lessons 

over a period of two months.

^2,3,3 The Third Stage s Evangelism

------- Vlicn the mobilization and training"'pages are terminated, the 

actual work of evangelism begins. The various evangelism activities fol* 

low a general sequence, although variations may occur. Also, spontaneous 

evangelism activities which have not been planned by the advisors and co- 
are encouraged.

ordinators but which these leaders are happy to see, bfeHBr. The activi­

ties that follow may last over a period of six months.

The house-to-house visitation.--Of this aeMrvlty, W. Dayton Roberts wrote, 

"It is evident that this house-to-house ministry is the very heart of
The laymen who have been trained<

Evang© lism-in-Depth. Sfer-ibls-tho-ehUFch-mwmbavB-hjp^boen-trained?

and.-J^»?~'UKts--5hey-haw-be&n~wa4ti»g, are divided into terns

of two, and then each team receives an assigned territory around its

local church. I lien teams finish the territory around their local churches, 

they will bo given assignments where no church exists. The aim is that 

the coverage of the nation or region be as coraplote as possible. The 

teams distribute a Bible portion and a tract in each house or apartment 

visited; the national program office provides the literature for the 

visitation campaign. The teams also invite the people to attend forth­

coming evangelistic meetings, or they inform about local church activi­

ties. But the teams do more: they give a personal witness about the power 

of the Gospel, and they are prepared to then and there press home the 

claims of Christ on those to wham they are speaking* If there is reapon-

Dayton Roberts, "Is the Job finished?" /Latin America Evan­
gelist (March-April. 1963)7, P* 2.
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siveness on ths part of the person or persons visited, the visit may end

with a prayer and personal ccssmittment to Christ.

The local cvraigxjlist!c campaigns«—At this point, each cooperating congre­

gation sponsors an evangelism crusade or series of meetings in its church 

building« The crusade may last for a wek or more. The aim of these 

series of meetings is to preach the Gospel to the unconverted and un­

churched of the cosounity« The Latin America Mssion advisors and the 

national coordinators are ready to advise the local churches concerning 

their local campaigns and to help them secure the services of outside 

evangelists, musicians, and other personnel« These local crusades take 

place simultaneously throughout the republic or region.

The special evangelism efforts.—After the local campaigns have finished, 

a variety of special evangelism efforts talas place, aimed at preaching 

the Gospel to different groups in the republic or region. For instance, 

special efforts are made to reach the children, young people, women, and 

so forth« For work with these groups, specialists in these respective 

fields are called in, and these direct the conventions, rallies, retreats, 

classes, and so forth, involved« Another type of special effort concerns 

people living in distant rural areas, in connection with which some kind 

of social assistance is included. Jail visitation and special school 

programs take place during this phase of the program. Mobile audio-visual 

units participate at this point and cinema evangelism is carried out. In 

general, the special efforts phase seeks to complement and fill in the 

rest of the overall program, so that no segment of society misses the 

evangelism impact*

place. TTiesc are evangelistic preaching missions designed to reach the
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unchurched camunity« All the participant congregations in a given area 

sponsor and support these campaigns. The crusades often take place in 

state capitals ar other such larger population centers. The national pro­

gram office helps the regional crusade commit toes so far as evangelists, 

musicians, and other participants are concerned. These regional campaigns 

last for a wk or more. Most often, they are carried out on an inter- 

denminaticnal basis.

The national evnngeliEm cau»pfei^n.--,Ihc national evangelism campaign held 

in the capital of the republic is the climax of the whole program. It is 

sponsored and supported by all the participant congregations of the dif­

ferent denoiuin&tlons in the republic. It lasts two or three weeks« Out­

side evangelists and participants are brought in for this final effort. 

The meetings are held in a large stadium or coliseum rented for the occa­

sion. Every available means for advertisement is employed. On the last 

day of the crusade, Protestants from throughout the nation parade through 

the streets of the capital to the site of the meetings. They remain for 

the final meeting, after which the evangelism stage ends.

<2, 3 • Fourth Stands Follow-Up

Once the evangelism stage is completed, the final stage of follow- 

up begins* The prayer cells continue to function as the people pray for 

the conservation of the results. Workers visit the new converts and 

others who have shown an interest in the Gospel, in an effort to see them 

attached to one of the Protestant congregations. The churches may use 

correspondence courses in an effort to conserve results. Finally, the 

Latin America Mission leaders expect that different forms of evangelism 

activity will continue. One of th© chief goals of the program is

«to leave bdiind a Christian Church that would engage in continuous evan-
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ge 11 stic action. And the attainment of this last objective would be the 

real measure of success.**®

The finances needed for the program cone f ran both the Latin Aaor- 

lea Mission and the local cooperating churches. The Mission pays the 

salaries of its own personnel sent in as advisors,

the hcasorai’ia and travelling expenses of the visiting evangelistic team 

wmbero who participate in the campaigns, and the retreat expenses. The 

local churches and missions pay all other local expenses, as well as pro­

vide hospitality for the visiting evangelistic team members.

The Latin America Mission provides advisors for the program in 

general and for each of the major phases in particular, such as, visita­

tion, prayer cells, training, and so forth. Be tween six and thirteen ad­

visors, depending an the size of the program, participate. In general, 

the local leadership, such as, wmbers of the Itetioml Coordinating Com-

mlttee, is on a volunteer and part-tin® basis.

The name of this program, Evangelism in Depth, attempts to des-

cribc its underlying theory. Coiweming this, W. Dayton Roberts penneds

2(lj) ®dd dimension of depth to any evangelistic enterprise, W 
must take the spotlight off the pulpit and put it on the pew, away 
from the evangelist and onto the individual believer. Our thinking 
about evangelism must not be limited to a specific campaign in a 
single place, within the four walls at a particular time. Rather 
it aust be rooted in the total experience? and witness of each Chris­
tian, and it roust strive to give depth to the evangelistic message, 
the evangelistic activity, and the evangelistic agent. It must go 
deep into the needs and experience of people, strengthening their 
□uistian faith, their evangelistic seal, their pursuit of holiness. 
gya^Uspx-in^epth. seeks tp_^latG, oyaa^Mog_to_thg total life of

Latin America Mission, Evan^ll^t in. Depth, p. 31.
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make this a feasible objective*2

Tills, then, is the theory of the program known as Evangelism in

Depth* But doos it work? Does it stand the stem and touchstone test 

of reality in Latin America? v/hat happened when it was taken out of the 

prayer chamber and committee room? Vfe must now turn to the field appli­

cation of this evangelism program*

^Roberts, "New Dimension in Evangelism, Latin America Bvan.-elist»
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-CHAPTER III

SHE APPLICATION OF THE PROC2UM IN NICARAGUA

The Setting

Nicaragua in area is a little larger than the State of New York.

Mountains divide the Pacific coast side fraa the Caribbean coast side, 

and land cocsiunications in the interior are poor. The country contains 

some two thousand cities, town, and villages, the largest and most impor-

depressedby «lieease, general cultural backwardness, and the continuing 

political dictatorship of the Somozas.”1 Since colonial times, Catholic«* 

ism has been the main religion.

— The Protestant comnunity ascends to only 20,000 communicant mem­

bers. Protestant work has been established in about two hundred of the 

population centers, and in less than half of the county seats. The fol­

lowing are the Protestant missions at work in Nicaragua: American Bap­

tist Horae Mission Societies, Assemblies of God, Central American Mission,

Church of God, Church of the Nazarenc, International Church of the Four-

Boulder,
James L. Busty, Latin American Political Guide (10th ed. revised; 
Colorado: The Printed R»ge, 19&5J, p. 12.
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square Gospel, Moravian Missions« Protestant Episcopal Church National

Council, United World Mission, and National Baptist Convention. The two

Moravian groups have the largest sister church bodies« Although there is 

an organised Lutheran immigrant community in Managua, the group depends 

on the itinerant services of the Lutheran World Federation pastor in Costa 

Rica.

3 . "2 - —The Latin America Mission Preliminaries

In 1958, the Latin America Mission leaders made an investigation 

trip to Nicaragua. The following reveals some of the encouraging factors 

that they discovered aa they considered this country as a possible site 

for the trial effort of the new evangelism program:

Thighboring Nicaragua presented a possibility. It was near enough. 
The Protestant movement in the country, while not large, was fairly 
robust and Nicaraguan Christians were characterized by a simple faith 
and ready spirit. Sane fourteen Protestant groups were at work in 
the country, representing the usual differences in theological and 
ecclesiastical conviction and outlook. But the obstacles to co­
operation were not insurmountable. Moreover, in spite of the cus­
tomary political unrest, there was a prevailing liberal atmosphere 
that offered ample guarantee of religious liberty. Finally, and 
most important, was the fact that Nicaraguan Christians themselves 
were convinced that God’s time had cane for a forward evangelistic 
thrust of some sort.2 _ __

At the same time, they found the following negative factors: "On the 

other hand, the size of the country (larger than the State of Ftennsyl- 

vania and practically the size of England), the limited resources of the 

Nicaraguan churches, and the fact that in those same days the Church of 

Rome had launched a nation-wide »Holy Mission*, /si.c7 called for a careful 

consideration and counting of the cost.”-3 In regard to the Catholic ef­

fort, one hundred visiting priests had recently entered the republic.

Kenneth Strachan, «Call to Witness,« The
Missions, UII, No. 210 <April, 19&>, 1?7-1?8~ 

Albid.. p. 198.

International Review



Finally, "the assurance that this was the direction in which the Lord was 

leading"1* caused the Latin America Mission leaders to decide on Nicaragua

—In 1959, the Latin America Mission officially presented the pro-

posal of an Evangelism in Depth effort to the Evangelical leaders of Mca-

ragua, and it was accepted enthusiastically.

Having received this endorsement and invitation, Strachan and his

colleagues returned to Costa Rica, and, in the fall of that year, they

drew up their plans. Juan M. Isais, a Mexican missionary of the Latin

America Mission, who had been stationed

Prayer Fellowsliip laboring in Mexico, was secured as coordinator of house -

to-house visitation. Finally, two men working with the Navigators group,

fifteen others travelled to Nicaragua to Join the staff

îhon, in October, 1959, the Isais family moved to Managua to set

up the Evangelism in Depth office Right from the beginning, the spirit

drama, even in such details as set­
undertaking l 

ting up an office, characterized the

as the following report reveals:

The central office had to be set
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corsfortablG chairs, mimeograph, clock, 11 lo cabinet, and typewriter 
of several vintages were borrowed. Maps of Mcaragua were tacked on 
the wall. Volunteer recruits were lined up and put to work, one in 
particular from the National Evangelical Church serving faithfully as 
unpaid office girl for several maths of th© campaign. The office, 
with its big cloth sign outside saying •'van^lism-in-Depth—Througli 
God Shall Do,Valiantly, • soon became something like Grand Central 
station, • • •i . A

5-3
The national committee a had already been named and ware now begin­

ning; to function. As for the National Ck>ordinating Cocaaittee, a Baptist 

banker by the name of Rodolfo Me^ia was appointed president. The vice 

presidents were Pdlsasl Lopez, the pastor of the largest Central American 

Mission congregation in Managua, and IfepoLeon Tapia, a Baptist business­

man and politician. Gilberto Aguirre, another businessman and member of 

the Central Asnorioan Convention, served as treasurer. Other members of 

the comittee included Fabio Abreu, in charge of the Church of God work 

in Nicaragua; Ignacio Hernandez, a Nazarcnc pastor in Managua; Allen 

Tolle, an American missionary in Chari’S of the Foursquare Gospol work 

in Nicaragua; and Nazario Escobar, a pastor and founder of a group of in­

depend on L churches. The names of the cormittoe members reveal the large 

number of Latin Americans involved.

C ~ Other emmittees in charge of prayer, finance, publicity, hospi­

tality, music, training, literature, visitation, local campaigns, physical 

arrangements, volunteer office help, radio and television, statistics, and 

so forth, were appointed. In addition, population centers that had been 

chosen as locations for regional evangelism crusades had their own spe­

cial cocsnittees.

----------- The following are two realistic reports on the significance of

rlatin America Mission, Evan.-clipm in Depth. (Chicago: Moody 
Press, 1961), pp. h2-h3.
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all this organization»

It was a wonderful thing to have so many Christians assigned to def­
inite responsibilities. Outside of Managua, often it represented the 
first time Christians had been given a specific job to do, and doing 
it on an interdenominational basis helped strengthen the naw bonds of 
unity.? v)

The other»

Cech committee was sent a mineographed list of instructions and sug­
gestions which, if followed to the letter, would have resulted in a 
w11-organized, effective campaign. But in Latin America perhaps 
nocre than in other parts of the world, the personal touch is all im­
portant, and everything was terribly new to the people. Sams com­
mittees didn’t function at all. Everything depended on who belonged 
to then and how much time the coordinator was able to give them. V

In one mall committee two of the pasters had been on the oppo-»

site sides of a church split that had occurred some years before. However,

now they showed no animosity but, on the contrary, demonstrated their one­

ness in Christ, even though others involved in the division were not yet 

on speaking terns.

1 .¿^ The Prayer Pells

’¡he Ihticnal Coordinating Comittee was assigned the organization 

of the prayer cells throughout the country. The assignment consisted of 

making contact with all the Protestant churches in the country and of 

urging the members to form themselves into small neighborhood prayer cslls 

that should meet daily, if possible, for the duration of the effort. This 

phase of the program began on New Year’s Eve, 1959, with Watch Kight prayer 

services in each church. In some cases, these prayer services were on an 

interdenominational basis.

The...Pbbli^ty

On ifev Year’s Day, I960, the leaders and their helpers began the

distribution of 100,000 free pocket-size calenders with Scripture verses

7Ibid.. pp. 38-39.



on the back. As of the same day, 10,000 Protestant homes displayed an 

attractive window poster which read, "For a better nation, God says, «If 

ray people . • . shall humble themselves and pray, and seek rag face, and 

turn from their wicked waysj then will I hear from heaven, and will for­

give their sin, and will heal their land’ (U Chronicles 7slb).n®

---------- <p.ro jxEfdnescent bumper signs were also displayed by the Prot­

estant (xorrs bicycles, motorcycles, autcnobiles, taxis, and micro­

buses. The tcsts^read, "Only Jesus Savoa'^ and "Problems? The Bible Has 

ths AnswerThe la tin America Mission explained the significance of 

the use of these signs as followsi
5 (' Car owners • • • knew that such a label on their expensive piece of 

property would be an invitation to troublemakers to damage the cars. 
But--«hat was wore important, their property or their Christian tes­
timony as part of Evangelism-in-Depth? To our knowledge, not a single 
Christian family decided not to use the car signs.‘T’ .

Again« We than one person who called out in derision, «Only Christ 

does not save!’ to a passing car, was left with seeds of doubt and curi­

osity in his heart, which eventually would lead to seeking the true teach­

ing of the Bible on the subject.”1^ This significance of th® signs and 

their use stems from the traditional and dominant Roman Catholic setting 

in which Protestants have often been considered intruders and schismatics, 

and in which the mediating virtue of the saints and the Virgin Mary is

popular.

The Latin America Mission, for its part, contributed to the pub­

licity with the biweekly newspaper «ddsad En Marcha and with 2,000 large 

posters which outlined the program activities and contained the phrase,

^Quoted in ibid., p. hl.

^iioted in ibid.

12Ibid.. p. U2.

^Quoted in ibid.

^Ibid., pp. 11-U2
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'Evangelicals of Nicaragua United I 1,33

———The integrating line on all the publicity was Evangelism a Fondo, 

that is, Evangelism in Depth.

The Retreat for leaders

All of the Protestant groups -working in Nicaragua wre represented 

at the retreat sponsored by the latin America Mission and held near Masa- 

tepe froci January l*-8, I960. Some 250 pastors, missionaries, lay leaders, 

and -wives attended. Ths site of the retreat was a rustic coffee planta­

tion. The day and evening sessions were devoted to prayer, devotions, 

the explanation of the program, and instruction in evangelism. Warm fel­

lowship took place between ths meetings. A Latin America Mission reporter 

described the final services

On the last night there was an all-night prayer meeting. About eleven 
o’clock we all gathered in the arbor and began singing. The service 
closed the next morning somewhere between five and six. I thought it 
would drag, but it didn't. There were times gS. testimony, there were 
long periods of prayer, there were times of song, there were messages. 
Ths very last thing, just as daylight was becoming clear all around 
us, we had the Lard's Supper together—nationals and missionaries 
from twelve different groups, wm» shipping together in the sacred caa- 
rnunion.3** —

The Training Fhasc

_ The months of January and February of I960 were set aside for the 

training of laymen to participate in the evangelism effort. The leaders 

chose thirteen strategic centers in the republic in which to give the in­

struction on an interdenominational basis, and the plan included that, in 

addition to the min centers, subsidiary locations be included for train-
«

ing classes to be given on a congregational basi3. That is, visiting 

teachers taught the course in the main centers, and local pastors taught 

their own people in the subsidiary locations. The course involved eight

33 noted in ibid., p. 1*0.! ^Tbid.. p. 53.
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weekly classes. Even though, as a rule, the people are poor, the Evan­

gélisa in Depth leaders charged a fee for the instruction, for the fol-

Each student received two Ihvigators EdLble study booklets, along with a 

corresponding packet of cards with Bible verses printed on them, and he 

was to fill in the lessons and learn the assigned Bible verses for each 

class. That is, the course in all the centers was one and ths same. The 

lessons took up the following topics:
;(//) Ehy every believer should be a fruitful Christian.

'hat are the requisites for being a fruitful Christian?

The Word of God in the life of the believer.

Prayer in the life of the believer.

Ths testimony of the fruitful disciple.

The disciple and personal work.

The disciple in the care of new believers.

The disciple as a counselor.1^

The following results of these courses were noted by the Latin America 

Mission advisers: »Pastors found that whereas before ths training period 

it had been difficult to find even one or two officials of the church

qualified and ready to help in the work of visitation, now a good majority 

of the total congregation was ready to pitch in."1? This was the case



with the courses taught in the main centers chosen« However, concerning

After the training c£ the laywm had boon completed, the Evangel­

ism In Depth leaders organised their forces for the visitation campaign*

The aim of this phase was "to bring a word of testimony and leave a Gospel 
portion in each of the estimated 226,000 houses in the republic.*»^ First

they chose certain strategic centers for intensive visitation. They could

undertake no more in view of the limited time—two weeks—set aside for

this phase of the program, but they hoped that, once Evangelism in Depth 

was finished, the local Christians would continue until all the houses 

had been visited. Several outside organizations made valuable eontribu-

tions during this phase of the effort« For instance, the American Bible 

Society not only provided the Bible portions for the distribution, but 

also lent its agents from Honduras and CuaUiala. Also, the Moody liter­

ature Mission and other organizations provided the tracts for this phase

of the program. Finally, the teams wont out two by two to assigned areas«

_«=.___-— Just how did they approach a given house? The following eye wit­

ness report of ths method employed by the coordinator of this aspect of

the program, Jolm Thomas, gives the answers

2 Ji I watched John closely as he knocked on the door. He explained to 
the lady of the house that he was one of a group from the local Bap­
tist eontiregation and that they were visiting the homes of the city 
in order to make a present to each family of a portion of the Word 
of God, * Could we come in,’ he asked, »and explain the contents of 
the little booklet?« The lady received us politely and in no time 
w were seated in the sala and launched upon a discussion of the

X8Ibid.. p. 105. ^Ibid., p. 65.
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Gospel.^®

The following is the experience of a NLcaraguan visitors

JV There was one humble believer in the C.A.M. church in Mana« 
gua, • • • who went out to visit and found himself in front of an 
elegant horse. He looked down at his threadbare clothing» symbol of 
his uneducated, poor status in life, and know he was completely out 
of place in ringing that doorbell and trying to witness for Christ. 
But—he had promised the lord to cover this area! Almost trembling, 
he rang the bell* It turned cut to be ths home of a prosperous law­
yer. More important, it turned out that God had prepared the lawyer’s 
heart to be interested in the Gospel!2*

During the course of the visitation phase, conversions were re-

ported. Arsons the houses visited, there were “many in villages hitherto 

untouched •1,22 In general, all felt encouraged about this phase of the

The Regional.. Gar.:paj;ns

In March, I960, thirteen regional evangelism campaigns of two

weeks duration were organized and carried cu t in the Nicaragua Hvangolism 

in Depth effort. The following were the stategic centers chosen for these 

crusades: Masaya, Bluefields, Puerto Cabezas, Juigalpa, Masatepe, Diriamba,

Esteli, Leon, Gonoto, Matagalpa, Cornito, Granada, and Rivas. For those 

campaigns, the Latin America Mission coordinators had secured the ser­

vices of evangelists, musicians, and a chalk artist, from Colombia,

the Iftiitod States, Guatemala, Costa Rica, and Gcuador. The regional cori- 

mitteeo advertised their meetings with handbills and street banners. In 

all of tlie crusades, the Christians sang the following theme song composed 

by Isaiss

3 t ' W shall win Nicaragua for Jesus

^Ibid.. pp. 6h-65.

22Ibjd., p. 66

21Ibid., p. 73.

23Ibid., p. 106
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If together we battle for Hiraj 
All the nation shall honor the Saviour 
And show forth His great power over sin; 
To the fight, then, with holy devotion, 
Preaching Christ to the lost everywhere! 
Loyal Christians, unite I 
Save our land for the 
For Jesus will soon be

------------ The ilasaya campaign drew national attention, although not of the 

kind that the regional committee had planned for. Three small congre­

gations of the Foursquare, Nazarene, and Baptist denominations had Joined 

hands for this crusade. They had rented a plaza for the meetings, and 
secured the services of an

they had beeo^assign^l^aiafiSiertliltt evangelist and a Saban musician. In

order to attract attention, the Protestants had staged a parade, and 

they had played Protestant music over a loud speaker before the evening

On the first night, a largo crowd had assembled, and some had

even responded to an invitation to believe in the Christ of the Bible.

Then, Catholic opposition drew up and distributed a flyer in the town.

In addition to threatening the excommunication of those who facilitated 

and attended the meetings, the flyer contained these words t
2 ( 14? )

Lach less will Nicaragua ever progress. Jterhaps for this reason we 
are moving every day nearer chaos, because HIOTESTANTISM is for 
Nicaragua a social scar, a bubonic plague, and with the so-called 
HINSDON OF WBSHIP it has intruded like poverty.25 __

----- But this was not all. The Latin America Mission coordinators 

reported:
b ClT-

On Tuesday night a Spanish priest, who was directing the Holy Mission 
at that time, passed by the meeting place followed by a small caravan 
of cars and bicycles. They honked their horns at top volume In an 
effort to drown out the voice of don ftedro ¿the speaker/. A few min­
utes later they returned with reinforcements and this time tried to 
drive at least one truck right into the meeting to disturb it.26

2l*Tbid.. pp. lh-15.

2iIbid., pp. 77-78.

Quoted in ibid., p. 77.
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Still, the attack was not over, for l&caraguan newspapers had been 

informed of the happenings, and they appeared with front page headlines 

like, passionary priest assaulted in l&aaya by group of evangelists,»27 

and ‘’Catholics of that locality yesterday prepared a serious protest.«28 

That Is, the facts had been twisted. All of this further aroused emo­

tions, and disturbances continued throughout the week.

_—'Dron though the Nicaraguan Brotestants had throughout their his­

tory experienced Catholic opposition, the «jagnitude of this intent dis­

couraged the Masaya regional committee, They would have moved to one of 

the church buildings for the reminder of the meetings, had not Isais en­

couraged them to be firn. They did remain firm until the end of the cam­

paign and thus won not only a moral victory but a victory for religious 

liberty. Furthermore, in spite of all the disturbances, one of the mem­

bers of the llasaya committee could report, »Dvery night souls who were 

convinced of the divine truths went forward manifesting their disposition 

to accept Christ as personal Saviour. About 80 people made this deci- 

sdon. »2$? —----

The leaders of the Diriamba campaign reported the following con­

cerning the nan contracted to prepare the street banners:

A local sign painter agreed to do the job, although he was not an 
evangelical. later the experience brought him results: The Cath­
olic priest called him a traitor and refused to allow him to par­
ticipate in a friend’s woilitlngj so the young painter decided to give 
a hearing to the Gospel and was soundly converted in the campaign!-^ 

In Bluefields, the campaign was conducted in the English language, since 

the majority of the population consists of Wat Indies negros. The local 

churches of Hluefleld had not worked together in public prior to this

271uoted in ibid., p. 78.

2^0uoted in ibid.. p. 80.

28 noted in ibid.

Sftlbid.. p. 85.



time. In Puerto Cabezas, three languages were used in the evangelism 

campaicn, namely, the Spanish, ths English, and the Indian language cal­

led Miskito.

—- „—Ihe regional evangelise endeavours were organized undertakings. 

However, iron time to time the latin America Mission advisors reported

unscheduled activities, such as the followings

There were often times when informal, interdenominational Gospel 
teams banded together to preach and visit an unevangelized area. On 
New fear’s Day, a Baptist pastor, a C«A^1. Mssionary and a C.AJ-I. 
pastor went to the lonesome town of la Gateada, visited house to 
house and held a meeting. Nine accepted Christ and a family offered 
its home for any future meetings P1

After Baster of I960, the Evangelism in Depth effort in Nicaragua

reached its climax in the three-week national evangelism campaign held in

Managua. By way of preparation for this, 5<30 A.M. prayer meetings ware 

organized in the churches. The committee decided to hold the meetings on 

the athletic field of the local Baptist school, and this, in turn, en­

tailed building a platform, installing lights and a sound system, bring­

ing in benches, and so forth. The team chosen to lead the meetings in­

cluded the following: for evangelist, Jose Maria Rico, a Nicaraguan ox­

priest uho had been working as a missionary with the well-known inter­

denominational Bolivian Indian Mission; ths chalk artist, Victor Garrido 

of the Latin America Mission; for soloist, George Sanchez of the Naviga­

tors; for song leader, Juan Isais; and for master of ceremonies, Baptist 

banker and president of the National Coordinating Committee, Rodolfo 

Mejia. A union choir was prepared to sing nightly.

<=—-------- The ccrsaittee used posters for publicity. Also, the Nicaraguan

31Ibid., p. 73.



Gospel Radio Static» gave continuous coverage concerning the campaign.

In addition, there was a half-hour television program featuring the clialk 

artist, wtiich served to advertise the crusade. Concerning the commercial 

newspapers and radio stations, the Latin Arasrica Mission coordinators re­

ported that “in spite of an obvious reluctance on the part of both the 

press and the radio stations to grant the legitimate use of such media— / - - - - \
hero and there notices were secured.'^2 Another report told of the fol­

lowing unusual and effective means of advertisings

3 (z One big boost in publicity camo then the camittee was able to 
st cure the services—freely offered—of a friendly pilot in the lilc- 
araguan Mr Force to drop fliers announcing the meetings over every 
section of the city. Nearly h00,000 pieces of literature were drop­
ped in the course of the crusade and did a great deal to alert the 
public to what was going on.™

Over the years, liberal-minded military sen, especially the younger offi­

cers, have often shown friendship toward Protestant missions.

Than, perhaps the best publicity of all happened in an unorganised 

way—the traditional opposition. It started with a telephone call for the

evangelist on the afternoon before the opening meeting. The Latin America

Mission reported it as follows s

Hfello,* he said politely, and then frose and turned pal» at the tor­
rent of abuse and denunciation that came over the wire. He was* said 
a ffe Inina voice, guilty of the greatest Immoralities, unspeakably 
vile, a renegade and a breaker of hones. And he was warned that if he 
persisted in preaching that night in that Protestant meeting, she 
would rake known to the newspapers the worst of personal charges.(-

Sone Latin .Americans deeply resent a man who renounces the priesthood. In

addition, a man called to warn Rico of possible personal attack that night

Although the pastors were requested to be on the alert for any trouble, no 

violence occurred at the meeting. However, on the following day, the news-

2bid.. p. 93.
3bIbid., p. 9$,

33Ibid., pp. 93-9h.
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papers of Managua did attack Pico. *$fe tms an imposter, he had been ex­

pelled from tJje ministry for incompetence and imcral conduct—so charged 

prominent ecclesiastical authorities,“3^ the Latin America Mission co­

ordinators reported. Later in the week, a daily carried a large photo* 

graph of the campaign platform and rows of empty seats—obviously taken 

in the afternoon-*and claimed that the Protestant crusade had been a 

failure. All of this only amounted to extra publicity for Evangelism in

Depth, as the following report of the coordinators indicates;

7 ' The result of such unfair attacks was what night have been ex­
pected, Popular sympathy was aroused on behalf of the visiting evan­
gelist; the crowds turned out night after night, growing steadily; 
time was secured over four commercial stations in addition to YHOL 
for remote control broadcasting of the message each night, AH over 
the city and throughout the republic thousands tuned In to listen to 
the famous sermons which were being criticised so vigorously by the 
indignant local clergy .3 6

campaign;

¿*3» parade/ took place the afternoon of the last day of the crusade 
as same seven to eight thousand l&caraguan Christians carrying banners 
and texts marched proudly through the main streets of the city sing­
ing the choruses and hymns that had been on their lips through all 
the Joyous months of campaigning. Block after block, twelve abreast 
or more, they marched and sang, while ths populace of Managua looked

3^Cbld.. p. 97.) ¿¿Ibdd.

37Ibid.. p. 98.
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on and pondered.38

Over seven thousand people attended the closing meeting of the

campaign, and with this the public phase of Vongelism in Depth in Nic­

aragua was over,

3 , / ( The Follow-up

The local churches were in charge of the follow-up, but they were 

not left to their own resources. Rico agreed to remain in the country 

for six weeks for local evangolien efforts of three days duration, “It 

was tiiou^it,” the Latin America Mission advisors said, “that such saeet- 

Ings would servo as a bridge from the big crusados to the smaller and 

regular order of meetings in the church sanctuaries.”39 other churches 

organised meetings with other special speakers for the same purpose. 

Furthermore, Clark of the Navigators remained for three months after the 

other iM A-,rtca «..ion work.r. loft, In or*,r to »rtrtt the church.., 

encourage the pastors in the work of visitation and follow-up, and in 

every way possible seek to spark a continuing witnessing activity on the 

part of each Christian in his church.”^0

5, (2- The Finances

Although the Evangelism in Depth effort in Nicaragua cost twice

as much as the initial calculation, the total bill came to no more than 

$110,000, The Latin America ills31 co paid $25,000 of this, and the local

churches and missions contributed $15,000.

5. 13. Tlui Summary

Throe weeks after the close of the effort, Latin America Mission

leaders met with the Nicaragua pastors and committee members in order to

3^bid., p. 100, 
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make an appraisal of the Evangelism in Depth program. The local reactions

were enlightoning. For instance, concerning the significance of the re­

treat for leaders, the Latin America Missicn advisors noted the following 

opinion:

iae phase of the overall effort which drew the greatest commenda­
tion was the pastors* retreat held at the very beginning. The his­
toric gathering of an ovendielminrj majority of the Christian workers 
of all the evangelical groups in the country to confront the challenge 
of a nation-wide witness and to consider a concrete practical plan for 
carrying it out was of incalcuable significance for the history of the 
evangelical movement in TSLcaragua.-41

Fraa this the Latin America Mission advisors deduced, not only the 

importance of the retreat, but also the importance of including the lay 

church members on the local level in «one kind of ministry of renewal.

The following is another important evaluation on the part of local 

leaders t "The visitation program was hailed by the pastors as one of the 

best features of the entire movement. ¿¡any were the testimonies of 

church MMfoere awakened and blessed and new souls won to the Lord.»^

Of course, the local leaders praised the united campaigns, and 

there «as no denying their importance fresa the standpoints of evangelism 

and ccmanicity. At the same time, the Latin America. Mission coordinators 

reported that '»the biggest danger in connection with them was the tendency 

of the Christians to consider them as the chief end and goal of the entire 

effort of □rangellsH-lii-Depth,”ii3 tijaroas »those crusades were designed 

to serve as a stimulus to the personal «itaessing and visitation which 

would both precede and follow such meetings.1?^4 Also, some of the local 

pastors complained that some of the visiting evangelists "pressed unduly 

for decisions, confusing outward manifestations for an inner work of grace
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and, as a result, had offendsd some o£ tlieir listeners,«^ The suggestion 

was made to replace the traditional raising of hands and coning forward to 

an inquiry room with “a short aftomeeting for interested people and a 

program of personal follow-up visitation, *^6

Has the response obtained by such an invitation method lasting?

Concerning this, the Latin America Mission coordinators reported the fol­

lowing:

For months afterward Nicaraguan pastors told L.A.M. leaders of the 
continuing results. Sone said its impact seemed to be snowballing. 
An unprecedented number of seekers were visiting churches all over 
the republic, fruit free the unfor got table days of Evangelism-in- 
Depth, as the pastors put it|u?

The Latin America Mission itself believed that the effort had

been a success. The following three quotations sum up their own appraisal 

of Evangelism in Depth in Mc&raguas
3 □sere was first of all the amazing success in mobilizing a great 
majority of the total evangelical merbersh^p in the country from 
practically every church and denomination.

There were many other worthwhile things accomplished: an unde­
niable evangelistic outreach and impact upon the entire country, 
from the president cm down; the training of hundreds of lay Chris­
tians for active service in their own churches; the vision imparted 
to scores of laymen; the new hope and energy instilled in more than 
one pastor xiio came to see his congregation in a new light—a com­
munity of everyday Christians brought together by Grace to serve 
and witness for Christ.*4”

Perhaps the greatest accomplishment of all was that the effort 
in Nicaragua, with all its defects and imperfections, its inadequate 
forces and material resources, had nevertheless demonstrated what 
could be done by the Christians in one republic effectively to reach 
the entire country for Christ if there was a will and a clear plan 
ofwortc.50 ,

k^Xbid.. p. 107. 

h7Sbid.. p. 1QL.

/ hPXbdd., p, 111-112.

k&Cbjd.

V li8Ibid.. PP. 109-110.

%bid., p. 112.
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let the sumary statistics haw the final word:

500 prayer cells organised.

2,000 Christians instructed in the training courses,

65,000 homes visited.

1^5,000 Bible portions and tracts distributed.

.—126,000 people who attended the campaigns (aggregate attendance) •

2,500 professi«» of faith*
..
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i|.| CHAPTER IV

THE APPLICATION OF THE PROGRAM IN COSTA

RICA, GUATEMALA, AND HONDURAS

Rica,

Costa Rjca

the scene of the second Evangel!sm in Depth effort

sponsored by ths Latin America Mission, is but one tliird the size of

Nicaragua. As for population, at the time of the evangelism effort,

that is, in 1960-61, it ascended to 1,200,OCX). Basically, the popula­

tion lives off the land, and, happily, land distribution since colonial

times has been more equitable in Costa Rica than in any other Latin

American republic. That is, motive for social and economic unrest has 

been less in tills republic than in other places of the continent. As 

for the cultural level of the people, about 80$ enjoy literacy. Costa 

Rica leads all other Central American countries so far as railway and 

highway cairiunications are concerned, Finally, government, with its 

seat in the capital, Ran Jose, has been relatively stable for over three- 

quarters of a century.

--------Six years ago, sixteen missions were at work in Costa Rica, and 

the country had a Protestant communicant membership of 16,000. As for 
had

Lutherans, the Lutheran World Ibderatiort^providcd a pastor for a Euro­

pean diaspora congregation. Concerning the Protestant Church, the Latin 

America. Mission reported that the "Evangelicals of the country had long 

been guilty of an underdog complex, afraid to do much of anything that

Si
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might attract the attention of authorities. However, after these Chris­

tians had followed the developments of Evangelism in Depth in neighboring 

Nicaragua, they urged the Latin America Mission to sponsor a similar ef­

fort acxaig them, and 95% of the congregations pledged their cooperation*

The Latin America Mission, for its part, could not deny their earnest 

plea*

------ - Once again, Juan Isais served as the Latin America Mission co­

ordinator of the Evangelism in Depth effort. First, he organized the

National Coordinating Committee which was composed of two representatives

from each denomination or group. This committee elected the following

officers 8 the Methodist pastor Carlos Luis Jiraenez as president, the 

Central American Mission pastor Rafael Baltod.ino as vice president, the 

Central American Mission pastor Jose Ramon Aguilar as the recording sec­

retary, the Baptist pastor Adrian Gcmalss as corresponding secretary, 

and the TIFC radio station manager Franklin Oabezas as treasurer* As for

the organisation of the committees, one difference from the Nicaragua ar­

rangement concerned denominational activity* The Latin America Mission 

advisors explained it as follows t

Cities there more than one evangelical group had a church were or­
ganised as united regional centers, including Costa Rica’s minia­
ture metropolis, San Jose* But other towns and areas, where only 
one denomination was preaching the Gospel, would be the responsibil­
ity of a denominational committee named to direct all the activities 
of that particular group. The result was a strengthening of rVangel- 
isn-in-Depth on a denominational level, and as it turned cut. a 
wider outreach into even ths tiniest hamlets of the country.*^------3

-’•-Latin America Mission, Evangsljsm-in-Dcpth (Chicagos Moody
Press, 19615, p. 123))

"Ibid.. p. 119) 



at a Southern Baptist retreat center, drew 300 pastors and leaders frwi 

eleven denominations and five interdexKxninatianal groups. On that day, 

the first issue of Sn Marcha appeared.

•£*-' ""The first public activity of the effort was a Reformation Day 

rally, held in a downtown San Jose theater with the name la Reforma—the 

Reformation. Two thousand people attended to see the presentation of the 

National Coordinating Committee and a documentary film of the Nicaragua 

effort, as well as to hear the messages. To be sure, there could have*
been no more fitting date for the beginning of the effort designed to 

proclaim Jie message of the Gospel to Costa Rica.

<¿5---------11» training phase consisted of two weekly classes over a five

wek period. The course was taught in elevon different centers of the 

republic.

The visitation phase began in January, 1961, for which the Amer­

ican Bible Society, the Moody literature Mission, Christian Service, the 

Bible Meditation League, the Scripture Gift Mission, and other organisa­

tions provided Bible portions and literature. Setae participating con­

gregations mt with an unexpected response to their visitation progrm, 

as may be seen by the following report:

Another Latin America Mission-affiliated group, in Desamparados, 
was abased to see its tiny Sunday School double in attendance after 
the visitation campaign began. The pastor, Fabriciano Chacon, con­
cluded that while the town had always been considered a *hard’ field, 
apparently the •hard1 ones had actually been the Christians who had 
not gone out to preach Christ to their neighbors**

Another report concerning the visitation phase is of significance, reading 

as follows, "Even in the most fanatical tows, opposition was slight.’*

"Latin America News Front," Latin America Evangelist (¡4arch- 
April, 1£61), insert.

% \I Latin America Mission, I^annelism-in-Depth. p. 123.
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The tolerant spirit of John XXIII, who in 15*5? had called for the Second 

Vatican Council, had begun to affect all quarters of the church, even the 

most conservative quarters.

The leaders of the Costa Rica effort made an important addition 

to the program to follow immediately after the visitation phase and to be 

of particular concern to the denominations. The Latin America Mission 

explained it as follows: "Shortly after the visitation campaign got on

its feet, churches were encouraged to invite guest speakers for local 

evangelistic campaigns. Each denomination was responsible for this 

phase.Of course, such an arrangement would not only make for greater 

evangelistic impact, but it would also be more acceptable to groups of a 

strong donaninational character. The Latin America Mission sister

churches took advantage of the new local campaign phase as follows:

¿4 L.A.M. churches enjoyed visits from nine ¡Nicaraguan pastors who had 
experienced Evangelism-in-Depth in their own parishes last year, plus 
a pastor from Honduras, two Bible Society workers, and two Spanish-^ 
speaking pastors who took »missionary Journeys* from New York City.®

— Still another addition to the program occurred in the Costa Rica 

effort, namely, endeavors to reach special groups. The Latin America 

Evangelist reported that these special endeavors included »a myriad of 

activities for children, young people and university students."7 Con-

corning activities for children, the magazine reported:

Moro than 150 Good News Clubs for children were organized in
Christian hones, involving the training of hundreds of teachers, 
helpers, and hostesses. Mr. and Mrs. Larry Lorensen of Child Evan­
gelism Fellowship headed up this project. Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools were also promoted throughout the nation.*

-’"Latin America News Front,*» Iatin America Evangelist, insert, 

¿Ibid. 7Ibid.

®Ibid.
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There- was also a rally for children in the National Gymnasium, a lar<je 

arena in the capital. Concerning evangelism among the university students, 

a Protestant fellowship group at the Univarsity of Costa Rica distributed 

I4OOO lbw Testaments to fellow students and 350 Bibles to the professors. 

In addition, ths Martin lather film was shown in public theaters for xhich 

university students were given a special invitation, and permission was 

obtained for a student rally in the university auditorium. Of course, 

such special activities and endsavors made the evangelistic outreach more

complete.

Following the endeavors to reach special groups, ten regional

evangelism campaigns, carried out in population confers whera more than 

one denomination labored, took place.

The two-wee k national evangelistic campaign, held in the month of 

April, was the nigh point of the Costa Rica effort. The series of meet­

ings took place in the National Gymnasium with a capacity of 6000 people, 

but only after the Protestant leaders had endured weeks of negotiations 

with the National Sports Commission before permission had been granted.

The leaders advertised the campaign through the press, radio, and tele­

vision, and the meetings were broadcasted by both a commercial station 

and the Protestant station TIFC. Concerning the use of television, the

Latin America Mission advisors reported: 
4*0)

Maybe time could bo secured on the television station, people said, 
but th© program would have to be ‘cultural1 with no direct mention 
of the Gospel. Juan Isais visited the owner of the station and in 
no time had a contract for a weekly telecast, unashamedly evangel­
ical, at the best time of all /sic'7 9:00 to 9:30 on Saturday 
nights K

Such incidents as this make up the drama of Protestant advance in modem

^Latin America Mission, Ev&ngeli.^-in-Depth, pp. 1214-125. 



Latin America. As for th© team members of the national campaign, the 

leaders secured the services of Fernando Vangioni of the Plymouth Brethren 

Church in Argentina; John Mosiman, a chalk artist from the Voice of the 

Andes radio static» in Ecuador; and the former opera singer Francisco

Bilboa. from Chile*

During the progress of th© national campaign, a press controversy 

took place concerning the use of the National Gymnasium by Protestants, 

but especially concerning the late vithdratjal of permission for a parade 

which public authorities had previously given to Protestants. Prior to 

that tira©, Protestants had never been granted permlssicn for a parade*

It yas to have been the climax of th© Evangelism in Depth effort and to

ment authorities defended the cancellation as a measure to prevent dis­

order in a pre-election year* At the same time, the Latin America Mission 

reported that nan official declaration of th© Boman Catholic Church ad-
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Put aisqply, tlie debate was another incident in the struggle for religious

liberty in a traditionally Catholic country. In the midst of it all, at­

tendance increased at the campaign meetings, and »scores came forward 

nightly in response to the clear presentation of the Gospel by Argentine 
evangelist Femando Vangioui."^ (------------------)

Statistics of the Costa Rica effort include the following: 

1,000 prayer cells organized.

a,000 lay workers instructed.

ITS Bible clubs and Daily Vacation Bible Schools conducted.

WO,000 Bible portions and 300,000 tracts distributed.

the lasting results of the effort:

The la tin America Mission gave the following early assessment of

¡Sore evangelistic zeal among church members is also seen by the min­
isters. Many believers testify that the visitation program was the 
greatest experience of their Christian life.
Fcllw-up of interested individuals contacted during the visitation 
and evangelistic campaigns continues, with many finding Christ.
TV scries bagua during the 3axi Jose campaign has been taken on by a 
na&r of local churches in a rotation system, assuring continuation 
of the witness at the prize Saturday night hour of 9:00-9:30.
OSSÉJfe^Slubs
February, persi
mny congregations.

s originally scheduled for five weeks in January and 
st as a permanent part of the outreach of children in

Unity In Quist is more palpably sensed among Christians-of different 
denaarn tions, fruit of the united evangelistic effort ."

In the light of the foregoing, It is not surprising that the Latin

America Mission, in its mission directors’ meeting of September, 1961, took

Um following action:

That as we have prayerfully considered the ministry of Svangelism-in- 
Depth in relation to the oilier ministries of the Latin America Mission

13‘»Latin America ifews Front,” Latin America Evangelist (July- 
August, 1961), p. 13.
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and in the light of the critical days in which live, we record our 
conviction that this program should bo central and have priority. 
Therefore w commit ourselves anew to its faithful prosecution.*4 —

Z/- v 'Zj Guatemala

__ - The third Evangelism in Depth effort sponsored by the Latin Amer­

ica Mission, in Guatemala, was a considerably larger undertaking in sev­

eral »rays. For instance, at the time of the effort, this Central America 

country had a population of U,000,000 people, more than in Nicaragua and 

Costa Hica put together. Of this population 5h% are Indian, and the re­

maining are mestizo. The large number of Indians live in the rugged 

and volcanic hi^lands of the interior, where they retain the traditional

cultural patterns in large measure. As might be expected, the illiteracy 

rate is high—70^. In spite of their large numbers, not the Indians but 

the rural land owners and urban elements have dominated the civil and po­

litical life of the republic. But their rule has been characterized by 

instability, so that when General Miguel Ydigoras assumed office in 1958 

and endeavored to establish a democratic pattern, it was after the first 

free elections in 137 years. The seat of governmnt is located in the 

largest population center, Guatemala City, with a population of U37,OOO.

The Latin America Mission also had a larger Protestant body with 

which to work, namely, 36,000 communicant members gathered into 1,100 

organized and unorganized congregations, virtually 100% of which cooper­

ated in the effort. The participating groups included Assemblies of God, 

Central America Mission, Church of God, Church of God Full Gospel, Emman­

uel Mssian, Foursquare Gospel, Friends (California), Independent Mission,

Interdenominational Mission, Ifezarenc Church, Pentecostal Unification,

^pflnutea of a 1961 Meeting of tJi© Mission Directors of the Latin 
America Mission, Quoted in "Evangelism in Depth,8 Latin America Evangelist 
(January-February, 1962), p. 2.
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------ -  Also in January, the leaders publicly inaugurated the Evangelism 

in Depth effort with a rally in a Guatemala City park. During this met-* z'" 3*|
ing, the national committee members were introduced to the 3000 Evangel­

icals in attendance. To begin with, the leaders printed 25,000 copies of 

En Harcha, but they soon had to increase the nunbsr to 2|0,000.

Two Latin America ISLssicn coordinators were in charge of the organ­

ization of cottage prayer groups throughout the country. In compaction

with this phase of the effort, the leaders sponsored a daily radio broad­

cast naried A Call to Prayer. Ih@ organisation of the prayer cells took

to evangelism campaigns in the churches. Ihs following report of the

Latin Africa Mission shows the close relation between the training, vis­

itation, and local campaign phases of the efforts

(N i Juno has been aat aside for local evangelistic campaigns in every 
church in the country, dark Scanlon of the Baptist Mission is 
chalrraan of the committee promoting those campaigns, in which be­
lievers will use what they have learned in the training classes— 
visiting, counselling, praying, inviting, especially their unsaved



relatives . ---------- ----- y

Brief reports indicate how meaningful the phases of training, visitation, 

and local campaigns were to given denominations and to the Church as a 

whole* For instance, «Presbyterian churches of Guatemala City mobilized 

300 couples on the opening Sunday»^? of the visitation campaign. Also, 

«Christians of juezeltenango visited ©very homo of their city, began 
reaching out to surrounding country,«^ Farther, «A spot check of the 

statistical records of one denomination in the luezaltenango area indi­

cated the following Jump in evangelistic activity as a result of Dvangal- 

ism-in-Depth: December, 1961: 1|89 visits? July, 1962: 1,569 visits?
J ----------

October, 1962: 1,05b visits, Finally, as a result of the visitation

and local crusade phases, the Latin America Fission reported "at least 

10,000 conversions plus reconsecrations.”^5

During the months of July and August, a variety of activities de­

signed to roach special groups took place• For young people, a three-day 

youth congress, which drew audiences of up to 3,000, was held in Ouatemala 

City, For women of the hglish-speat.iix colony, Bible classes were organ­

ized. For professional people, suppers including a Gospel message were 

organised. Jorkers visited the jails, and teams conducted evangelistic 

meetings in schools, factories, and public squares.

1C»Latin America Ifews Front,« Iain America Rvanfeolist (Hay-
June, 1962), p. 17«

«Latin America Ifews Front,« Latin .America Bvan^slist (July- 
August, 1962), p. 17.

Dayton Roberts, «Is the Job „inirfii'd?" /"Latin America ¿Jvan- 
geliot (Harch-April, 1963)./, P. 3.)

is Hrongolisra-in-Depth?" /"Latin 'jwrica Brantsalist (Harch-
April, 190)7. p. 5.}



— Several mobile audio-visual units, staffed by teams of five mem­

bers, including twenty United States college students who had travelled 

to Guatemala for the summer, were employed with the aim of reaching into

the rural villages. The following unpretentious report describes how 

they worked:

y ('z The Central American Mission radio station, TGIJP, as well as some of 
the local ones had given advance notice that we were coming. So we 
always had somebody waiting for us. W*d get in there in the middle 
of the day and after we’d made arrangement with the mayor, the chief 
of police, or whatever, getting perrisos to broadcast music and show 
a film, we would begin to go aroxndand broadcast band music and ad­
vertise throughout the pueblo the film that we were going to show 
that night.

Then later in the day, along about six o’clock at night we’d get 
cut in the central park or plasa and we’d start setting up the equip­
ment. There would always be a xhite wall some place. VJe’d set cur- 
selves opposite it and play music, and the crowd would begin to 
gather. ...

would show the John Glenn film and then in between, while we 
were changing films, we would ask a local pastor to lead in prayer, 
make a few announcements, and then the gospel film, it the close of 
tiiat we would pass out tracts and do personal work with those who 
responded to an invitation.21 f

The leaders of the mobileaudio-visual units reported that they showed

firns and preached to 51,000 people.

In the month of September, united regional evangelism campaigns

ware held in thirty-three cities. In these crusades, evangelists from

other Central American countries and Mexico were secured for the preach­

ing of the Word. Twenty-two parades formed a part of these efforts.

— In Ifovesher, the Evangelism in Depth leaders sponsored the four- 

day, dty-wide evangelistic campaign in the Olympic Stadium of Guatemala 

City. The meetings were inaugurated by tin?, president of the republic, 

Miguel Wdigoras lUentes, before an audience of 10,000 people. The Latin

^Tester J. Scerheide, «Reaching the Inaccesible,” la.tin Ames-jca 
Evangelist (November-December, 1962), pp. lh-16.J
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rica Mission reported that the audience rose to their feet when the

Eleasar Guerra from Mexico and x

a choir

Vangioni. In addition to special music, 

of 300 voices provided the music.

On the morning of the last day of the campaign, the day scheduled

for the parade as well as the final meeting, the Guatemala Air Force broke

out in revolt against the government and fighting took place in the city

At noon the government announced that it had the situation under control,

and immediately the Protestants began to assemble for the parade. Because of the 
unsettled conditions, most of the 75,000 people expected to participate could notc 
parade consisted of 15,000 marchers and twenty-eight floats, which exX^o» still

tended over a distance of twenty-six blocks. A United States visitor re­

ported this significant event as follows:
Qj} 318 parade on Sunday afternoon, which took an hour to pass one

observation point, brought tears to the eyes of onlookers from the 
United States. Xt was a strange mixture--beautiful floats and hum­
ble, barefooted Indian mothers carrying their babies; well-dressed 
middle class believers and those in tattered clothes; smiling, sing­
ing women and children and grim-faced men and grandfathers. They 
ware there for all Guatemala to see, carrying signs and banners pro­
claiming Jesus Christ as the answer.5« f  ----------— \
afternoon >

That 1/ , there could have been no mere dramatic ending to the Evangel­

ism in Depth effort. In spite of tbs light rain and the tense political

^«Iatin America News Front,« IaUn^/^rica.(January- 
February, 19G), p. 17. )

^Ibid^

James W. Reapsame, «A Sunday to Remember in Guatemala,« Z~Latin
America Evangelist (March-April. 1963)_7, p. 16.



situation, twice as many people were on hand than had attended on any 

night during the foor woks. Then President Ydigoras appeared. Chris­

tianity Today reported the event as follows :

barrel of his sub-machine gun was still warm when Guatemala 
President Miguel Ydigoras Fuentes drove into the capital city’s
Olympic stadium. Some 30,000 of his countrymen stood and cheered 
while the determined, 67-year-old chief executive climbed cut of
his black Cadillac in the unmistakable image of an all-time hero 
for the Protestant minority in Latin America. Rifle fire which 
still cradled in the distance lent a seemingly incongruous back- 
drop to the biggest Protestant event in the country’s history.
But, Ydigoras, confident ha had crushed a military revolt which had 
almost taken his life a few hours before, took a seat in the stands 
and witnessed the entire service.

He was dressed in a black hat and black coat over a sport shirt with 
turtle nock sweater. Some 30 bodyguards accompanied him.2^

afternoon,
That \s" 200 people responded to the alter call invitation.

Concerning finances, the Guatemala effort cost $122,000 (U. S.

currency), one third of which came from local sources. As for the local 

expsn3e3j the Latin America Mission reported that "most local expendi­

tures were borne by Guatemalan Christians.'Hie graph on the follow­

ing page is a complete financial report of the evangelistic effort.

The Latin America Mission cut the following summary statis­

tics for Uk ten-month efforts

6,135 prayer cells organized.

U0,000 laymen taught in the training phase, although only 5,000 
took the final examination.

250,000 homes visited in 8,000 cities, towns, and villages by 
5,000 laymen and leaders.

500,000 Gospel portions and 1,000,000 tracts distributed.

2511 ivangelism Under Fire,” Christianity Today. VU, No. 6 
(December 21, 1%2), 33.

2Roberts, Latin America &van^list, p. 3.
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Acc*t
$20

No. Item Notes Receipts
- 10 Gift Incase $ 58539 -

11 Designated by Board of Trustees 8811 -
5o Earned income 238 -
80 Other income ¡£L-

Total Income
1 Administration

Expenditures 
$

TOTALS
Receipts

$
Expenditures 
$

123
389

Botes

2
I
I

I
9

Personnel - subsidies, honoraria, salaries 
Hospitality
Transportation - International and local (1) 
Properties • rentals, taxes, issproveujents 
Materials • books, manuals, music 
Publicity and Promotion l
Activities 
Miscellaneous

Total Expenditures 
Accounts receivable

Less specially designated funds 
Total Credits 
Total Debits 
Balance on ManH

TOTAL COST OF EFAMJEII^-XN-DEPTH IN GUATEMALA
Direct expend! tures by L.A J!
Maintenance of L.AJI. missionaries (3)
Cost to otter missions of personnel on loan 
Expended by Central Committee, Guatemala 
Expended by Regional Committee, Guatemala 

Total Expended by Guatemalans 
GRAND TOTAL

12837 -
13610 -

65215

(2)

5316 -
1

6611*8 -

6611*8 -

66U8 -

- (1) Includes executive travel plus transportation to and from Guatemala for evangelists, musicians 
and tom members. (2) Includes publication of 21 issues of EN MARCHA, fortnightly newspaper. 
(3) Includes support of Isais, Thor, Homstra, Cruz (but not of missionaries on loan from other 
boards).^.

cover.
lisn in Depth, Guatemala,« /"Latin America Evangelist (March-April, 1963 )_7, inside back
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15,OCX) "residual conversions—not just raised hands. “2®

W. Dayton Roberts, in an évalua lion of the campaigns, reported the fol***

lowing: "The »in-depth» aspect of last year»s Guatemalan effort was par-

v ticularly successful in the secondary cities and rural areas, they ¿/She

advisors 7 reported. The impact on the more sophisticated capital city 
io

was definite but less notable. Concerning the effort as a whole,

Who can deny

it?

Svangelisn in Depth ministry. Strachan explained this plan for enlarge

carried out by a resident of the

g8Ibid.. p. 2.)

Dayton Roberts, ’’Christian Coordination,” Christianity Today, 
m, Ito. 2$ (September 27, 1933), 38.)

^toborts, "Is the Job Finished?1’ Latin America Evangelist, p. 1^ 
35^. Kenneth Strachan, ”1961* t The Greatest Challenge,” Latin 

.America gyapgolist (September-October, 1963), P. 2.
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Evangelism in Depth programs, for the purpose of finding local leaders 

who could serve as coordinators. These coordinators ware then brought to 

Costa Rica in the fall of 1963, for an intensive course in coordination 

proceedures. The second decision made by the mission was to carry out 

Evangelism in Depth efforts in several countries simultaneously.

Honduras

Rsverty, illiteracy (70^), and lack of internal cotnnnjni cations 

characterise the Central American country of Honduras. The semi-feuda- 

listic social and economic structure of the republic is the main cause of 

these 1113 of the people, and the lack of roads and railroads prevails in 

spite of the fact that 88^ of the population is rural. The two million 

inhabitants of Honduras have lacked responsible and capable democratic 

leadership, and so have been condemned to live in on© of ths most back­

ward republics of Central America. Tegucigalpa, with a population of 

100,000, is the seat of government of this unfortunate little land.

K-—-—Of course, Catholicism is the traditional religion; however, the 

constitutionality of religious liberty has permitted the presence of Pro­

testant missions and churches. Protestant forces are divided into twenty 

different groups, in spite of the fact that the communicant membership 

does not reach 10,000. Sixteen of these groups decided to cooperate with 

the Dvangolism in Depth effort. For the Honduras evangelism program, the 

Latin America Mission assigned Rodolfo Crus and William Cook as the chief 

advisors. The local churches chose Ihrique Penalva as their coordinator.

' The public inauguration of the program took place in mid-September, 

1963, in the city of Tegucigalpa. For this occasion, 800 people attended.

--------^mediately, the leaders began the work of organizing prayer cells. 

Although the prayer groups are not Intended for the unchurched, «one on- 



thusiastic group told how Uh non-Christians had been invited to the prayer 

meetings and liad been given a Gospel witness.1*^2 Indeed, «from the wry 

start conversions were reported in cells scattered all over the country*«^3

'? Ifcginidjng in October, k2$ pastors ware instructed In eleven dif­

ferent centers, so that they, in turn, right talcs tlxe leadership in the 

training phase of the program* One training class for laymen was held in

the national penitentary* 

In the some month of October, a revolt overthrew the government

of Ramon Villeda Morales. Christine Thor, in charge of the organization 

of prayer colls, reported one incident in those tense days:
£ Bill and Sheila Burchett and I are living on the second floor of 

a house, the first floor of vhich is used as a chapel • • • This 
morndng just before Sunday School a ¿p&P and a truck with 20 or 2£ 
well armed soldiers drove up • • * trained a machine gun on
the front door and put a soldier on guard, with his gun pointed 
directly at the door. The house was pretty well surrounded. Bill* 
opernd. the door and invited the soldiers in* They had come to search 
the house because they had heard that the occupants were helping the 
guerrillas and that several boxes were supposed to haw been deliv­
ered * . * which they wanted to inspect. Thn or eleven soldiers en­
tered the house and searched it from top to bottom. They were very 
courteous * * • X gave them Scripture portions and tracts and they 
than«©d me and left.3«

Before the fitting was over an estimated £00 people were killed, and 

the tense- political situation prevailed throughout the remaining months 

of th© evangelistic effort.

In the visitation phase, literature in panish, English, and two

Indian dialects was distributed. One Latin America Mission advisor re-

«Latin America News Front,« Latin Africa Evangelist (November- 
December, 19&), p. 17.

^Latln America Mission, Honduras, A Report of the Evangelism in 
Depth Effort in Honduras, 1963-19óuv5an Jose, Costa Rica: Latin -Amer­
ica Mission, 196U), p. 1.

^Christine Thor, quoted in /“no titleJZ, Latin America Evan.'.el- 
ist (January-February, 196U), inside back cover.



ported th© followings

Two of our workers have been carrying cm a visitation campaign in 
four or five villages in a district along the north coast near Tru­
jillo. The result has been ths salvation of 3$ persons, something 
unknown before in this area .3-*

Most of the rural visitation was done by mule transportation. However, 

the Missionary Aviation Fellowship also participated in this and other 

phases of the effort in the rural areas.

Local evangelistic crusades wre held in 250 churches. Some of 

these campaigns were conducted among non-OpanLsh-speaking groups of In­

dians.

The efforts to evangelize special groups included acme signifi

cant innovations. For instance, the Southern Baptists lent their -etsa. 

half-hour of television time for special programs sponsored by Evangel­

ism in Depth to reach the upper class. The upper class of Latin America 

is markedly exclusive, and it requires such special efforts to reach 

them, Again, a national youth cangross sponsored, among other features, 

a parade which ended at a national monument in Tegucigalpa where the Pro­

testant youth gave stirring speeches on the relevance of the Gospel for 

national life. On the next day, the local newspapers reported this event, 

for the sense of patriotism in the Latin America republics is unusually 

strong. The meetings of the congress, held in the national theater, were 

televised cm the one station in Honduras. Still another unique type of 

activity during this phase of the program consisted of visits to rural 

areas made by teams of evangelists, doctors, and dentists. The Latin 

America Mission described this aspect of the effort as follows s

Many Z~xkmduransJ7 arQ 80 isolated that medical care never reaches
them. Borrowing an idea from ths Costa Hi can Evangelical Alliance,

’voted in Latin America Mission, Honduras, p. 1.
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’Ocod-Mlll Caravans* penetrated inaccessible parts of the country 
with help for the body as -well as the soul« Twenty-two layman, to­
gether with a doctor, dentist and dental assistant were air-lifted 
by Missionary Aviation Fellowship into out-of-the-way places. In 
one village, Christians had previously visited but had never been 
able to make headway. The Lord used the radical-evangelistic team 
to win some 30 people in that town. Today a church has sprung up 
in that place .3b >

MSven during the Christmas holidays, the Evangelism in Depth pro­

gram continued. Advisor Cook reported on these activities as follows: 

"Putting their training and enthusiasm to work, Honduras believers dedi- 

vc cated the closing days of 1963 to ’Operation Christmas,* a unique effort 

to present the heart of the Christmas message to relatives and friends 

through special greeting cards, musical programs, and suppers."37

After local evangelistic campaigns in 25>O churches, the Evangel­

ism in Depth leaders organized twelve regional crusades. The campaign 

at San ftedro Sula was exceptionally successful, according to the fol­

lowing account of the Latin America Mission;

In San Bsdro Sula, second city in Honduras, lying in- the heart of 
the banana belt, a choice location was found. Up to 3000 people 
attended nightly services held in the old array barracks' facing the 
main square. There were no seats, no lights and no roof. But the 
members of the six evangelical churches worked together erecting 
a platform and counselling rooms, installing lights, and improvis­
ing seats for 2,000 from planks and cement blocks. The prayer cells 
were «working* too. Then adults and children from the churches 
fanned out through the city visiting, inviting people and passing 
out fliers announcing the meetings. Over 9^0 decisions were recorded 
in this city of just SU,000 inhabitants. Ray Loyola of the Latin 
America Mission was the evangelist God used.38

national campaign took place

people attending nightly to hear the preaching of Vangioni. The La

3-Ibid., p. 2.

^William Cook, "Honduras* Hour of Opportunity," Latin America
Evangelist (I4arch-April, 196u), p. 6.

38Latln America Mission, Honduras, p. 2.
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America Mission reported the following concerning the response among

society people:

A surprising number of well-to-do folks attended, after hearing 
Dr. Vangioni on the TV program. Several came to know Christ after 
quiet chats with him or with. Ray Loyola. A supreme-court judge of 
the recently de posed regime, an army officer and many business men 
wre won.39 V '

However, most of the 750 people who professed conversion during the na­

tional campaign went forward in response to the altar call. The parade 
two and 

included twenty-five floats and 14,500 marchers which covered a 
one-half mile
«MahalfaMl* route. Because some of the marchers carried radios and

the HRVC ¿adio station broadcasted the singing, all of the marching group 

sang the hymns and songs in unison. The attendance at the closing rally 

was 3,500. "According to Enrique Panalva, president of the national co­

ordinating committee," the Mission reported, "it was the greatest united 

evangelistic effort ever held in Honduras.«^

phase, after he finished his assignment. As to the methodology in gen­

eral, he stated, "I conclude that Evangelisra-in-Depth is a sound, wark-

392^L*» 3* k°Ibid.. p. t.

^3"Climactic Events of Evangslism-in-Dcpth in Honduras,” Latin 
America Evangelist (May-June, 196b), p. lh.
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able strategy.

73

As to the lasting results of the effort, Bushong con-

For example, we surveyed our field before Evangelism-in-Depth and 
found that there were believers in 70 towns. After one year of Evan- 
gelisxn-in-Depth, we have work in 120 places. Some of our churches 
doubled in size during the year. Some have had to start building pro** 
grams. W could use 2$ to 30 new pastors right now in our Honduras 
field.

The same kind of solid growth took place with the other groups in 
the country. The united regional campaign in San Pedro Sula resulted 
in the conversion of as many new believers as the previous total 
church membership in that city.

In one Indian area known as Qracios a Dios, about ten per cent of 
the population accepted Christ during 'vangelism-in-Depth.

The results of Evangelism-in-Depth are being felt even beyond ths 
aspect of church growth. I find that public feeling about evangel­
icals is tremendously improved. I don’t think the general public in 
Tegucigalpa had noticed evangelicals very much before they staged the 
final parade there. But by all odds it was the biggest parade Tegu­
cigalpa had ever seen, even though evangelicals comprise only 1 1/2$ 
of the total population.^ / _

The summary statistics for the eight-nonth effort are as follows:

15,000 people organized into 2651 prayer cells.

6,000 instructed in the training classes.

75,000 homes visited.

population centers visited, 886 of which had no Protestant
ss.

200,000 Scripture portions distributed.

5,000 professions of faith.

110 new congre gâtions formed.

Beyond all doubt, this was a remarkable evangelistic effort.

4^"Honduras ...
(March-April, 1965), p. Ih

Six Months After,® Latin America Evangelist 
•J
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From the standpoint of population and territorial spread, Vene­

zuela is the largest country in which the Evangelism in Depth program 

has been applied. This republic which embraces an area the size of Ibxas, 

Louisiana, and Arkansas, is the heme of eight million people—a population 

which is growing at the annual rate of 3.3 per cent. Caracas, the booming 

capital of Venezuela, has one and one half million people. Of course, the 

prosperity of this country is based on its rich deposits of oil and iron. 

Because of this wealth of natural resources, as well as the proximity of 

the country to the Panama Canal and to Cuba, and its general importance 

in South America, Venezuela has been a special target of Communist sub­

version activity directed by Fidel Castro, Every form of underground 

activity has been employed by the local and infiltrated subversion ele- 

ments, but so far the hOOO soldiers actively engaged in opposing them and 

especially the traditionally democratic idealism of this land of Simon 

Bolivar have prevented them from leading Venezuela into the Communist or­

bit. In recent years, the government has initiated extensive measures of 

social reform, and illiteracy has been reduced to 30%,

Although Protestant numerical strength in relation to the total 

population is minimal, the morale of the Evangelicals is high. They num- 

7h
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bered no more than 16,000 canmuni cant members in but 500 organized and un­

organized churches, and they served no more than 220 of the 23,000 cities, 

towns, and villages of the country, when the Evangelism in Depth effort 

began* There were no more than twenty-six churches in Caracas, with a 

membership amounting to only one third of 1£ of the total population of 

that metropolis. Still, in 1961*, the leaders of virtually all of the 

churches had the courage to undertake the evangelization of their land.

In Venezuela, the Lutheran World Federation helps to maintain 

seven posters \&ic serve 3000 European diaspora Christians speaking eight 

different languages. Also, the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod works in 

and out of Caracas.

— The effort began in January, 1961), with Jonas Gonzalez and Rafael 

Baltodano leading the Latin America Mission advisor tea® of eight. In 

the same nonth, the organization of the prayer groups took place. One 

prayer group of students from the University of Merida contained five 

medical students.

The training phase of the Evangelism in Depth program in Venezuela 

took place in the months of February and March. The advisors and local

leaders organized institutes for the training of 900 leaders who, in turn, 

would instruct the members of the local congregations.

— In May, 12,OCX) Protestants started the house-to-house visitation 

campaign, and the responso of those visited was immediate. Latin America

Mission advisor Gonzalez wrote, "Christians began their visitation effort 

on May 3, and reported that 2000 persons received Christ as their Saviour 

that same day.”^ Another Latin America Mission news release informed,
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"One church in Maracaibo reported 178 won to Christ in the month of May 

alone . Even if campaign enthusiasm and losses are taken into consider­

ation, still these reports by a head Latin America Mission advisor indi-

cate an unusual responsiveness in Venezuela» A Presbyterian pastor xdio

tion of one of his experiences:

» (' | I came to a very poor house, the essence of loneliness and misery. A 
se-npra appeared, looking alone and forsaken. She invited me to come 
in. tlhcn I told her the message of the Cross, she interrupted, 
Z~sic_7 Look, Reverend, do you really believe that if there were such 
a life of joy and peace as you’re describing I would be in this con­
dition? Several weeks ago I lost my 12-year-old son—he died of a 
heart ailment. My husband took the money from the boy’s policy and 
then abandoned me for another woman, leaving me with nine children. 
To make matters worse, my mother is dying with cancer.’ Thus she 
described her tragedy and began to wail.

But before comforting her in her grief ... I told her my own 
experience—the one I had lived through. As she heard how Christ 
gave me peace and how I found the solution to my problem, the Holy 
Spirit prepared the heart of that woman so that she accepted Christ.3 J

June was the month dedicated to evangelism campaigns in the local

churches, and caico again, the participating congregations experienced a

remarkable responsiveness in th® respective communities. The Latin Amcr-

Efforts to reach special groups were made in the Evangelism in

Depth program in Venezuela. For instance, early in 196h, the leaders or-

^‘’Evangelism-in-Depth: Triumphs and Plans,” Latin America Evan­
gelist (January-February, 1965), p. 17.

3 noted in Jonas Gonzalez, "God’s Miraculous Hand is on Venezuela 
Today,” Latin America Evangelist (November-December, 196b), p. 8 .J

ü”Evangelism-in-Depth: Triumph and Plans,” Latin America Evan­
gelist, p. 18.
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pose, not only to give the youth a spiritual retreat but also to train 

the® for participation in subsequent Evangelism in Depth activities.

Then, in the months of July and August, teams of Protestant young people 

put their training into practice, according to the following report:

Three hundred young people’s societies have before the® the goal of 
carrying out short meetings—’lightening campaigns’—in the whole 
country. One church is holding 21 meetings of this kind every wek. 
Lith singing and special ®usic and a brief evangelistic message of 
only throe or four minutes, they proclad® Christ in parks , at theater 
exits, in buses and everywhere.? K_____ \

College and Bible school students from the United States aided in these 

you til evangelistic activities, providing the instrumental music for the 

meetings. Special youth activities ended with a national youth congress 

in Caracas, attended by 3000 teen-agers.

Yet another special effort was the showing of the movie Lucia to

an estima ted 53,000 people in commercial theaters. This movie, depicting 

conversion in a Latin American setting and actually filmed in Argentina, 

was produced by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.

In September and October, Evangelism in Depth in Venezuela conccn-

trated on twanty-ei^it united regional campaigns. The Latin America His­

sion gave the following significant report on how evangelistic teams ware 

secured for these crusades:
(-3 Ono of the most remarkable facts about ths regional meetings was 
ths participation of more than 60 B*erto Bican evangelists, song 
leaders and musicians who responded to a ’Macedonian call’ and came
to the aid of their Venezuelan brethren, in the first example of 
such missionary initiative on such a scale artong Latin American 
cliurches. The Puerto Bicans paid their own way to participate in 
the efforts in Venezuela.^
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In the month of November, a national evangelistic crusade was or­

ganised and carried out in Maracaibo, the oil capital of Venezuela. The 

meetings, lasting far three weeks, took place in an open air theater. 

Once again, Fernando Vangioni was asked to preach. In conjunction with 

this campaign, the leaders organised rallies for children, special efforts 

to reach women—among the most difficult to persuade concerning religion 

in Latin America, deeper life studies for Christians, special television 

prograrss, and a parade in which 3000 participated cm the final day of the 

campaign. The Latin America Mission reported 800 professions of faith, 

as a result of tills campaign.

second national evangelism crusade took place in January, 1965, 

in Caracas. For twelve nights, 2000 people gathered in the Caracas Sports 

Palace to hear the preaching of the Word by Vangioni. On the final day,

-rch.ro participated 1„ «.e parade ^=h included bands and the pre- 

sentation of a floral wreath at the menment to Simon Bolivar. As a re­

sult of these meetings, there were 1350 professions of faith.
1/

The final follow-up phase began in February and March and was, 

in turn, the beginning of a year of activities designed to conserve the 

results of the Evangelism in Depth effort.

_—Ab had been noted from the beginning» the effort in Venezuela 

found the masses unusually responsive to U» presentation of the Gospel. 

The following summary figures bear this outs

3,600 prayer cells organized.

18,000 laymen instructed in evangelism training classes.

17,000 professions of faith, 10,000 of which occured during the 
visitation phase.

The thirteen-? <onth Evangelism in Depth effort resulted in an abundant 

harvest.
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" Bolivia

Since 19^2, the eyes of Latin America have been focused on the 

backward and poverty-stricken republic of Bolivia to see the outcome of 

a Mextco-style social and economic revolt that took place successfully 

at that tine. The Movimiento Nacional evolucionario, vhich led the re­

volt, began by nationalising the tin mines, the principal source of in­

come for the country, and by announcing and actually carrying out a dras­

tic agrarian reform program that broke up the large estates and gave 

small plots of land to the poor. The revolt ms a determined reaction to 

centuries of glaring social and economic inequities to which the masses 

of Bolivia have been subjected. Ihese masses, numbering three and one 

half million, include an Indian population of The illiteracy rate

is a scxraber 69^, and less than 20g of the children between five and nine­

teen are in school. In 19614, an Amy junta ousted the Movimiento Nacional 

Re volucionario, in an effort to bring stability to Bolivia as well as to 

continue the reform measures. The Army leaders feared that the power 

struggle within the party Kight lead Bolivia into the Communist camp. As 

Latin America Hission leaders planned their evangelism effort for Bolivia, 

they wandered how the social and economic developments and the political 

unrest mifht affect their mission. They also pondered over the vast ter­

ritorial expanse of Bolivia— L20,000 square miles, the poor transporta­

tion and comunication facilities, and the several linguistic barriers. 

Understandably, one of the leaders wrote an article in the mission maga- 

siw, entitled, «Can Anybody Save Bolivia?«*?

<5.——The following indicates somethirjg of ths Protestant situation in

*?John Kenyon, «Can Anybody Save Bolivia?« Latin America Kvan, el­
ist (March-April, 196^), pp. 12-13.



Bolivia, as the Latin America Mission prepared to sponsor the Evangel!on 

in Depth efforts

' Z Evangelical work in Bolivia has been difficult. Blind religions 
fanaticism and fear, fed by isolation and illiteracy, have controlled 
many inhabitants. The high altitude has taken its toll in the lives 
and health of missionary stalwarts. Language barriers have been slow 
to cone down. Like many other Latin American countries, the majority 
of the evangelicals have cane from the poorer classes. On the whole, 
the well-to-do have not been attracted to the evangelical church. 
The price for active identification with the Gospel is too high.®

At the sane time, God has raised up a Church of 15,000 connunicant members 

who are gathered into 750 churches. Twenty of those churches are located 

in Cochabamba, and at least thirty-five, in the capital of La Paz. A 

dozen of the congregations are Lutheran, most of them sister churches of 

the World Mission Prayer League (a Lutheran missionary fellowship), and 

ox» of them a European group guided by a Tn the ran World Federation pastor. 

The Christians of Bolivia gave a ready endorsement to the Evangelism in 

Depth program and proved it by producing ten full-time national coordin­

ators. In all, twenty-four of the twenty-seven groups working in Bolivia, 

including Ute World Mission Prayer League, cooperated with the program.

The Latin America Mission, for its part, offered an advisor team of seven, 

headed by Eafael Baltodano.

the leaders initiated the program with the or-

ganizaticn of prayer cells, Arthur M. Gustafson, a minister of the Lu­

theran Church in America and missionary of the World Mission Prayer League 

in Bolivia, in a private letter, made a significant comment concerning the 

emphasis on prayer in Evangelism in Depth. While at one point he stressed 

the importance of prayer, still at another he felt obligated to state the 

following: "iqphasis was often placed on the length of prayer, for in-

rDorothy Flory, «Bolivia," Latin America Evangelist (November- 
December, 19^2i), p. 16.
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stance, all night prayer. If things did not go well enough, we were told

w did not pray

In February, once again the World Vision organization participated

by sponsoring the retreat for $00 leaders in the city of Cochabamba« In­

mediate ly following the retreat, the Latin America Mission advisors gave 

the national pastors a two-day orientation about Evangelism in Depth«

The nonths of March and April were devoted to promotion among the 

churches and to the training of the laymen for subsequent phases of the 

program. Because of the several language groups involved, training book­

lets were printed in Spanish, Aymara, Quechua, and Guarani. In connection

with the training phase of the program, the following comment of Gustafson

is important!

V j I believe that the leaders of th© Latin America Mission really tried 
to hold to an interdenominational program and to respect the denordln- 
ations and their points of view. Most of the denominations, for in­
stance, trained their own counselors, as we did in the Lutheran 
Church.10

xr - The visitation and local campaign phases began in the month of 

May, Just as the government armed forces were battling the tin miners in 

an effort to refrain that element of Bolivian society that has been won 

by the Ccmunists. Concerning the results of the local campaigns, Gustaf­

son reported the followings
t( _.

he local campaigns worked well in certain parts and failed in others. 
It depended on the preparation and the speaker. In some places there 
were no results, and in other places, such as in the Lower Beni sec­
tion of Bolivia, there were good results.11

-thme to August were devoted to nmerous endeavors to reach dif­

ferent groups. For instance, the Lucia film was shown fifty times to an

“ibid.
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aggregate audience of 21,000, including a showing to 700 soldiers in a 

La Pas army barracks. Also, efforts to evangelize the professors and 

students of the seven universities of Bolivia included films, the personal 

witness of the Protestant studtents, and lectures given by the Cuban evan­

gelist Gerardo de Avila. Since most of the Latin American government uni­

versities are dominated by the pro-Castro element, the choice of an evan­

gelist from Cuba could not have been better. In addition, the ’2vangeliaa 

in Depth leaders made special efforts to witness to Bolivian youth, in­

cluding a rally, contests, Gospel team work carried out by Protestant 

young people, and the closing congress in Santa Cruz which drew 3000 young 

people. Further, for the first tine, Evangelism in Depth organized a con­

gress for women in an effort to reach this special group for Christ.

Again, thirty Good-Will Caravans including not only evangelists and rad­

ical personnel but also agricultural specialists and literacy campaign 

workers, made trips into the interior. The Bolivian government took 

special note of this particular effort and provided food and accomoda­

tions for the personnel. Finally, the leaders of Evangelism in Depth 

sponsored the first national Aymara Evangelical congress which drew 6,000 

Indians. The congress included a mile-long parade, and the participation 

of sixteen choirs. The meetings were held in an open air theater in 

La Pas.

— The Evangelism in Depth leaders concentrated on the regional cam­

paigns during the months of September and October. Evangelists, musicians, 

and other participants for these crusades cane from Venezuela, Puerto Rico, 

Texas, New fork, and California.

------- During the month of November, the national evangelistic crusade 

took place in the Closed Coliseum in La Paz. Toward the beginning of the 



two-week crusade, rain—dangerously cold at an altitude of 12,$00 feet— 

threatened to affect the success of the effort, but by the end of the 

series, wather permitted audiences of 10,000 people to attend. A union 

choir under the direction of the Bolivian fbblo Zurita provided special 

music during the campaign, and the preaching was done by Santiago (ktrabaya 

of Argentina. Concerning the theology of his messages, Odell 0. Kittelson, 

the director of the World Mission Prayer League in Bolivia, gave the fol* 

lowing important appraisals

i 7 Hie messages given by Evangelist Garabaya were Biblical—in fact, in 
nost respects very Lutheran. Really, he stuck to the Bible, used very 
few stories, was dignified (not a Jokester) and serious. He seered to 
have bean influenced by Spurgeon .... naturally, EVAF ¿7’I?va®CG1^:aE3 
in Dcptli_J7 is not a Lutheran organization, and therefore we cannot cn~ 
dorse every statement given by every evangelist, etc. But all in all, 
the cardinal truths of the Bible wre honored, Jesus Christ was exalted 
and pointed to as the only Saviour from sin.**

— An interesting feature of the national campaign was the supper

given by the Evangelism in Depth leaders on behalf of the Protestant

□lurch of Bolivia, in honor of the republic, General

AJlfredo Orando Caudia. In addition to the pi resident, several ambassadors, 
■ — ,

the sister of Hubert Humphrey—visitin Bolivia at the time—and 200

guests were present for the occasion. During the course of the awning,
A

Evangelic in Depth leaders gave speeches and presented the president 

with a gift, and the president, in turn, spoke a few words. In part, ths

I must also recognize the immense contribution of the Evangelical 
Church in Bolivia. It has opened the doors of culture to the burble 
of viy people, it gives them the possibilities of fighting against 
sickness, it enables them to fight for lifb. Therefore, in the naxe 
of the National Government, in the name of ths Bolivian people, I can­
not but express my sincerest thanks to those who contribute to the 
personal and collective greatness of my land.

^Letter from Odell 0. Kittelson, Field Director of the World 
Mission Prayer League in Bolivia, January 10,1066.



I sincerely believe, senores, that your evangelical mission, that 
of taking the Word of God to all the inhabitants of the world, is the 
mission of the privileged, of which you may be proud. 13' f ...___

The parade on the final day consisted of tv»nty-six floats and 

20,000 marchers. A group of thirty Protestant bicycle riders attracted 

national attention by their ride of 150 miles free Oruro to La Paz to 

participate in the parade. Chartered trains, soae carrying 1,500 marchers, 

and chartered buses brought other Protestants from different parts of the

country.

the capital, including

coverage and coment.

^Alfredo Orando Caudia, quoted in Bn Harcha (Bolivia edition of 
the DvangdUsm in Depth newspaper), December 1, l?c5. )

^'Lillian Kvamedale, «Bolivia Para Cristo,« lu the ran World Vision 
(January, 1966), p. O* >
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cipants. Both facts pleased me. It also pleased me that those peas­
ant people were clean» neat» without signs of alcoholism on their 
faces—all evidences of a social ministry and of a preaching philos­
ophy that makes a contribution to those people and to this country.

The fact that many Catholics be horrified at all that I say here 
will not be a novelty noi' will it surprise m, . As a Christian I can­
not but congratulate you 27the ProtestantsJZ,  ̂f ,_________ y

There was another Catholic publication, a flier, which belittled the sig­

nificance of the event since, it alleged, the peasants are voluble depend­

ing on lAidi course is most favorable to them.

professions of faith at the campaign, each person who 

responded to the altar call, after brief instruction and prayer, filled

out a card indicating , address, church preference, and so forth.

denortinations studied the cards and then, on the basis of the information

party into the church. The total 

reached 1,000,

final summary statistics of the Evangelism in Depth effort in

Bolivia are the followings

h,000 prayer cells organised.

20,000 laymen trained for evangelism, 18,000 of which participated 
in the visitation campaign.

15,000 professions of fhith.

This effort, in terms of dollars, cost the Latin America Mission $60,000, 

and the Bolivian missions and churches, $66,000,

Bow did the Lutheran Mssionarios evaluate the program as a whole?

Concerning Evangelism in Depth as a method, Kill© Ison concluded as follows«

(La Paa), îfcvctnber 22, 1965, quoted in
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Here again we can approve with few exceptions« Campaigns, local and 
national, prayer vigils, visitation, movies, radio, youth rallies, 
etc. surely are commendable and effective. The danger in a movement 
libs EVAF is to depend on methods and men« Often one gets the impres­
sion that things were forced, not free, spontaneous movements of the 
Spirit of God in the individuals, diurches, and campaigns.^®_______

Gustafson drew two interesting conclusions, the first of which reads as

follows s

a program that I had been working with in the churches I served in 
the States. Rev. Kilian Berg of the LCA /“"Lutheran Church in Amer- 

taught that program very vigorously in the former Augustana
Lutheran Church and also in the new Lutheran Church in America« To
me it was identical. The Preachin -Caching-Reaching program in the 
former Evangelical Lutheran Church was much like the Evangelism in 
Depth program • • • • Now the Evangelism in Depth program differed 
from the Lutheran Church in America and the American Lutheran Church
programs in two aspects: 1« Evangelism in Depth was carried out or 
a national basis« 2. The Evangelism in Depth program was attempting 
to be completely interdenc8ninational,17 / _____________ - \

His final comment, reading as follows, is Just as significant: "I believe 

that ths Latin America Mission is raising a cry in the ni^ht that we noed 

to reach the countries and individuals in Latin America with the Gospel 

HOW«»18

f ( 3 <===.__-------- -
Itobelievable as it may seem, Evangelism in Depth has been going 

on in revolt-tom Dominican Republic since April of 1965« The roots of 

the press nt political turmoil go back to the period 1930 to 1961, the age 

of Rafael Leonidas Trujillo, on® of the most tyrannical dictators on re­

cord. He left so stifling an impression on th© country, that even after 

his assassination in 1961, near anarchy has prevailed. At one high point 

of this lawlessness, in April of last year, the United States government was asked
to send
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the Karines to the i
e

Shortly after, 

the Organisation of American States agreed to send additional troops. 

After many lives were lost in street fighting, some troops «ere finally 

withdraw and a temporary government under Hector Garcia Godoy was set 

up. Elections have been announced for spring of this year, although ten­

sion continues in Dominican Republic.

--------- 'She country occupies two thirds of the island of Hispaniola. The 

land on this island produces coffee and sugar, thus providing an agricul­

tural economy for the three and one half million people of Dominican Re­

public. Half of these people are illiterate, and their standard of life 

is low, although not as shocking as on the other one third of the island, 

Haiti. The seat of government is Santo Domingo.

<C——Virtually all of the 16,500 corwunicant Protestants decided to 

endorse the Evangelism in Depth program. And after the fighting broke 

out Just as the program got under way, what was the attitude of the na­

tional Coordinating Committee? The Latin America Mission recorded its 

reaction as followst ’’Their great fear seems to be that we, their friends 

and brethren, will be so paralyzed by the reports of ugly violence, so 

deafened by the rumble of tanks and the rattle of machine-gun fire, so 

blinded by the horrible picture of civil war, that we»11 think the Lord's 

work in the Dominican Republic has to wait—that it ought to be postponed 

until a more favorable time.”19 So, Lillian Cook, the head Latin America 

Mission advisor, and the others decided to remain.

—-The retreat for pastors took place from April 19-25, the precise

^Horace L. Fenton, Jr., "The Things which Happened . . . ,"
Latin. America Fvrm. elist (November-Decomber, 1965), p. 20.
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week that the revolt began. In fact, Merril C. ^&nay, dean of the Vhoa- 

ton College Graduate School, who was the main retreat speaker, had to be 

rescued by a U.S. Navy airplane.

The disturbed conditions immediately affected the Evangelism in

Depth program in several ways. For instance, the rented house of th© 

latin America Mission youth advisor was completely destroyed in the course 

of the intense fighting in Santo Domingo. Some of his personal property, 

as well as equipment destined for the downtow office was also completely
because of

destroyed. Again ,V the troubled conditions, Bill ;Coc>kdecidedtp evacuate 

his wife and two children. Further, with ths suspension of mail service, 

the various instructions to the participating churches had to be given 

by commercial radio. As for travel, although the leaders could move about 

quite freely in the rural areas, they actually risked their lives to move 

about in downtown Santo Domingo. At one point, several advisors were lit­

erally pinned down by crossfire for hours. The North American advisors

endured B-uch insult from the rebels after the U.S. Marines intervened.

Santiago Villanueva, the editor of the Evangelism in Depth paper Bn Marcha
1

had the following experience:

layed the printing of the manuals until only four days before the classes 

were to begin. Then, because of the curfew in the Santo Domingo area,

the leaders were forced to conduct the course in the afternoons instead
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of the evenings. However, some church members found that they had more 

time to devote to the house-to-housc visitation program, and many of the 

people they visited had more time to listen to the Evangelism in Depth 

visitors,

¿s------- —During the summer of last year, Hbrth American students from Fal­

ler Seminary, Barrington College, and Colombia Bible College joined Domin­

ican Republic youth to make up Gospel teams for evangelism trips into 

rural areas. The Latin America Mission reported that the United States 

students made “a solid contribution to l^rangelism-in-Depth.**21 Other ac­

tivities designed to reach special groups, as well, were carried out in 

the Dotiinican Republic effort,

Regional campaigns took place in sixteen cities, with an aggregate 

attendance of 70,000 people. As a result of these campaigns, there wre 

2,700 professions of faith.

The national campaign in Santo Domingo was to have begun on March

21, and the parade on the last day of the crusade was scheduled for April 3*

Thus far, the Latin America Mils si cm has reported the following sum­

mary results:

2,000 prayer cells organised.

300,000 homes visited.

10,000 professions of faith.

That Is, the Dominican Republic Christians know how fruitful it is to obey 

the divins injunction, “Preach the word, be urgent in season and out of 

season.»22

“Latin America Hews Front,“ Latin America Evangelist (September-
October, 196j>), p. 17*

222 Tin. hs2.
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THE REPUTATION OF THE PROGRAM AW)

ITS ADOPTION BI OTHERS

Thu frwirnri for Utin America HjaMoii-Spcmwrad Efforts

By the end of 1961, the knowledge about Evangelism in Depth and

its application in Nicaragua and Costa Rica had spread not only among 

the Evangelical churches of Latin America but also to other parts of 

the English-speaking Protestant world. In the summer of that year, the

leaders of ths Second Latin American Evangelical Conference, held in

lima, brought Evangelism in Depth to th© attention of the delegates.

Then, later in the year, Moody Press published kanrelisrc in Depth by

the team members of the Latin America Mission.

------After the use of Evangelism in Depth in Guatemala in 1968, the 

Latin America Mission could report the following: ‘'Invitations have come 

to the Latin America Mission to sponsor or coordinate similar movements 

in practically every country of Latin America, on a nationwide scale.nl/_ 

In response to these invitations, the mission conducted evangelism ef­

forts in Venezuela, Bolivia, and Dominican Republic. And, at tiie pres­

ent tisae, the Latin America Mission leaders are commit tod to the Evan­

gelical leaders of Ibru for an evangelic program in that republic in 

1967.

fJonas Gonsalez, ’’Broadening the Outreach of Evangel! sn-in-Depth,’ 
Latin America Evangelist (May-June, 1963), p. 10.

scale.nl/_


G ‘ - — The Adoption of the Program by Others

T\ i By the Disciples of Christ in Mexico

In February of I960, the Disciples of Christ denomination in Hex 

ico, gathered for its annual assembly, heard Ksnnetii Strachan speak on 

Evangelism in Depth, In the previous year, national church leaders and 

missionaries had held a series of institutes to analyse the static con­

dition of their denomination and to adopt measures that might remedy the 

situation. That is, their minds and hearts were prepared for a vision 

and plan of evangelistic action that might be applied to their church. 

Strachan, for his part, had arrived full of enthusiasm about the Evan**

A planning conference in April of that year worked out the details of

the now plan based on Evangelism in Depth. How did Evangelism in Depth 

work out in a denominational situation? The importance of this question 

merits some detail at this point.

The Disciples of Christ work is located in the central mountain 

states of Aguascalientes, San Luis Potosi, and Zacatecas. Five years 

ago, the church numbered 600 communicant ambers out of a total popula­

tion of 1,710,000 in the three states. These members fell into two

homogenous groups, narxily, those in two urban middle-class congregations

2John Huegel, "An Experiment by a Static Church," in Church 
Growth in Mexico by Donald McGavran XGrand apids, Michigan: William 
B. Derdmans Publishing Company, 1963J, p. 70*
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and those in nineteen scattered rural meatiso congregations. At that 

time, there were four pastors, seven national workers^MftAqpM-'tojjrAM

and seventeen missionaries. On the 

whole, the church found itself in a conservative, Catholic section of 

the country—an environment which looked with disfavor on the Protestant 

minority. At the same time, there were mm» liberalizing influences in 

the area, such as, ths government communal farms set up to break the serai- 

feudalistic pattern that had prevailed since colonial times. Now, in this 

situation, th® Disciples found themselves face to face with a discouraging 

reality, namely, the lack of numerical growth in the church.

As a first step, after the adoption of the plan, the leaders di­

vided up and visited each church in order to explain the program in de­

tail and to attempt to awaken the Christians to their evangelism respon­

sibility. Then, they initiated a prayer campaign throughout the churches. 

Not only were prayer cards distributed to the congregations, but a special 

call to prayer was sent to friends in the United States and in other 

places. Further, committees on prayer, finances, equipment, literature, 

music, training, visitation, statistics, publicity, and exploration were 

appointed. The leaders took these several steps in I960.

Ths following year was also devoted to preparation. For instance,

a seminary student of the denomination spent six months exploring the 

field. The proceedure he used and the results he obtained are recorded

as follows: 

lie had members of twelve different churches give him names of rela­
tives or intimate friends in neighboring villages; these would later 
receive an evangelistic visit. He thus located 170 villages where 
there was at least one way for the Gospel to enter. He also identi­
fied three totally new areas where responsive ’Revolutionary Ranchos’
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ware located.3

In addition, the leaders of the plan hold thirty-seven lay institutes in 

the local churches. Each institute consisted of a first week of nightly 

studies in onans and a second week of «practical training in communica­

ting the Gospel to friends and relatives.”^ Over 700 laymen enrolled in 

these institutes. Also, the pastors prepared themselves for future evan­

gel! sw campaign work by exchanging pulpits and conducting preaching mis­

sions. There were thirty-five confessions of faith as a result. But the 

Disciples of Christ leaders gave their people still further training in 

the beginning months of 1962. They brought in Sa» Clark of the Navigators 

group dio, in turn, conducted four institutes for lay delegates from the 

churches. These delegates then returned to their congregations and in­

structed the other laymen. In all, sixteen months were devoted to train­

ing th© denomination for evangelism outreach.

The outreach began with a visitation campaign in April, 1962.

Members of the city churches were to visit from house to house, and mem­

bers of the rural congregations were to visit their friends and relatives 

in other toms and regions. "Due to lack of continued supervision,” the 

leaders reported, "this phase of the program did not bear the expected 

fruit, especially in the ci ties.

...z— The Disciples of Christ directors turned next to conducting evan­

gelistic efforts in the rural areas. Four teams composed of eleven stu­

dents from the Union Theological Seminary in Mexico City, two workers, and 

a layman were sent out to cendue t preaching Ms s ions of a week in length 

in eighteen towns and villages. In the case of each mission, the local

d., pp. 70-71. hIbid., p. 71.
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leaders and laymen assisted. Ifemerous street nestings wre conducted.

The leaders reported the following results:

jiWAn aggregate total of 7,688 people attended the services, 9h confes­
sions of faith and 231 reconsecrations were registered, and ten new 
villages were visited. For same churches, these had been the first 
evangelistic campaigns in years.® --------- A

The directors organised a follow-up program including the distribution 

of literature to those who had responded and Bible study courses in each 

church where there had been a response.

Finally, the month of June was devoted to evangelism campaigns

in the conservative and Catholic cities of Aguascalientes and San Luis 

Potosi. Something of the courage Involved in such undertakings is ex­

pressed in the following report:

In these two * Conservative Cities* the Bvange Heals demonstrated a 
marked fear complex, especially in San Luis Potosi. There even the 
pastors had an almost paralysing fear of what might happen in open- 
air evangelistic meetings. Excuses and delays were presented at 
each meting of the committee, but as the dates drew near, the Holy 
Spirit filled all in both cities with new courage and determination.

The leaders publicised the meetings by newspaper advertisements, fliers, 

posters, and radio announcements. In each place, the first week of r.icet- 

ings was held in a church building, and the second week, in a public 

place, that is, in a parking lot and in a labor union auditorium respec­

tively. The following report sums up the results of the urban campaigns:
(o(&) Although only forty-five persons confessed Christ during the cam­

paigns in the two cities, a real impact was made on each city. The 
Evangelicals were fortified in the faith and liberated from their 
blinding fear. They saw that they could gather in public to proclaim 
their message with no persecution and with the protection of their 
government.r----- - X

In addition to the 21*0 professions of faith, the following sig-

?Ibid., pp. 72-73.
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rdf leant results of the effort as a whole were reported by the leaders: 

"Thio experiment has shown the leaders of the Church that aggressive evan- 

gelis» does bear fruit and it has created in tlieir minds a desire for 

church growth.1^ Of course, the leaders of a church must believe in evan-

gelism if the church is to grow. Again:

in seven new communities and to fourteen intermittently, in which caa-
riunities there is every reason to believe that churchlets and churches 
may develop. In almost every church in the field one hears of new vil­
lages there people have requested that someone can® with the Gospel or

i&are there are natural bridges of relationship or friend-

And finally:

nany church members been actively engaged in some form of proclama­
tion of the faith. Three churches now have groups of laymen who 
visit a total of twelve er more neighboring villages to hold ser­
vices and make personal calls. Laymen have studied the Bible, 
taught classes, preached, travelled, visited, and proclaimed the 
Gospel as never before.^____

That is, the loaders are convinced that such an Evangelism in Depth-like 

program applied to a static denordmtional situation on the mission field 

can and does bear fruit.

? J , 1 By Other Groups

VJhile he was living, Kenneth Strachan received other invitations

from church leaders in various parts of the world who wanted his advice 

on the use of Evangelism in Depth in their countries. Although he him­

self was unable to comply with most of these invitations, Dayton Roberts 

and Ruben lores, prominent figures in the Latin America Mission, are at

?Ibid.. pp. 73-71».

T1Tbid.

10Ibid.. p. 7U.
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the present time on an international trip to counsel with Protestant 

leaders who have either already initiated an Evangelism in Depth program 

or are contemplating such an effort, and have therefore asked help of the 

mission. The itinerary includes Japan, Korea, Taiwan, the Philippine Is­

lands, Hong Eong, Indonesia, Thailand, India, Lebanon, and Portugal. In 

the case of India, six church groups and seven missions in Hahara.-htra 

have united forces to apply Evangelism in Depth to an area of forty mil­

lion people. According to the latest reports, these groups were organ­

ising prayer cells and training classes, and preparing for evangelism 

campaigns. In the case of Portugal, Protestant leaders have initiated a 

novensnt known as Movimiento Promotor do Evangeligacao, based on Evangel­

ism in Depth. They have already published namuals by way of preparation 

for the national evangelistic outreach.

A city-wide evangelism campaign based on Evangelism in Depth has 

been carried cut in the Brasilian city of Sao Jose dos Campos. In and 

around the town of Armenia, Colombia, the Christian and Missionary Al­

liance has conducted an Evangelism in Depth effort on a limited scale. 

In central Ihgerda, an Evangelism in Depth -orientated program known as 

New Life for AH, and lasting fifteen months, was used.

United States, socks local churches and groups of churches 

have sought to apply Evangelism in Depth to their situations. For in­

stance, church leaders in the Appalachian region have asked the Latin Amer­

ica Mission for assistance in the organisation of such a program in their 

regie®. On the local congregational level, as fur back as 1962, the pastor, 

J. tfesley, of the Bethel Temple led his congregation in an Evangelism in 

Depth-15’w effort. Their four-point program consisted of the following:

(1) formation of many small prayer colls,
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(2) enlistment of the entire membership in a Bible study and 
menorlnation course,

(3) a sustained personal witnessing program,

(h) a climactic evangelistic campaign.

It is probable that Evangelism in Depth attracteven greater at­

tention and be used yet more widely after the World Congress on Evangel* 

ism to be held in Berlin in the fall of this year. Fernando Vangioni, 

participant in a number of Evangelism in Depth efforts in Latin Ameeica, 

will be one of the main evening speakers, and the Latin America Mission

The Opinion of the Specialists

book JVanr-ollan in Depth has been selected as one of the pre-study books. 
6,3 

ions on the significance of Evangelism in Depth. Some of these state­

ments express concepts that are important to bear in mind in view of a 

final evaluation.

For instance, Robert L. Constable of the Moody Bible Institute, 

after a visit to Nicaragua for the close of the Evangelism in Depth ef­

fort, wrote the following conclusions 

) ’Do you believe every person in the country has been reached?* 
asked Juan Isaie, national director of the effort.

•No, ’ he said. *Not if you mean, has every person heard and
understood the Gospel? But we do believe that every person in the
country heard of the campaign and had the Gospel brought within
his reach.*

I thought of the Saviour*s command, *Go ye ... to every crea­
ture. . • . • Though the means of reaching out are vastly more ef­
fective, it seems increasingly hard to win attention. Meanwhile 
we face a mushrooming population. Here in the old proved way of 
personal contact, supported by such other means as are available, 
may be one means of carrying out the great commission in the day

«Latin America News Front,*» Latin America Evangelist (May- 
June, 1962), p. 20.
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in which w live.iäQ v -— j

James W. Beapsone, managing editor of the new Evangelical Misaions Quar­

terly, after a visit to Guatemala for the close of the Evangelism in 

Depth effort, gave tho same thought-provoking evaluation in an article 

entitled, ’’Guatemala: A Nation Evanc^lised.Had a method been found 

that brought within the realm of possibility the fulfillment of the Great 

Cernissi cm in a given land in a given generation?

Arthur F. Glasser, North America director of the China Inland Ms-

sion Overseas Missionary Fellowship, has issued sone significant state­

ments about Evangelism in Depth. In an article entitled, “New Dimension 

in Evangelism,« ha summarized the message of Evangelism in Depth for the 

universal Church as follows s

demands and the awesome facts of the hour: the ’population explo­
sion’ of non-primitive peoples; the secularistic intellectual ferment 
of the educated; the anti-Western political and cultural reaction of 
the masses; and the torpor in the Church that has resulted in such a 
relative paucity of missionary candidates to serve this generation.1-^

This is an elucidation of the opinion expressed by Constable and Reapscmc.

Glasser continued with a second pointt

The concept of Evangelism-in-Depth is not only a transfusion of new 
life and energy into the Latin America Mission; it is a new vision 
implanted to the national church. Jhat could be mors strategic in 
the totality of missionary activity today than to strengthen this 
church until it is an 'on-going Christian community?* Vision in-

Vl abort L. Constable, «Discovery in Nicaragua,« Moody Monthly 
(July, I960), p. 15.

James W. Reapsone, «Guatemalas A Nation Evangelized,« The 
Sunday School Timos, CIV, No. 52 (Decorator 29, 1962), 965.

^Arthur F. Glasser, «New Dimension in Evangelism,« Latin Amer­
ica "kanj.-clist (November-December, 1961), inside back cover.,
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deed—and that for all missions and all churches everywhere!1-^

He concluded as follows:
Qjp num.

God's people in a whole country, united to win others for Christ, 
United! How the word thrills! * • • It IS possible to make a col­
lective, united witness in the world today . . . by a voluntary, un­
restrained caning together for a cooperative effort of all evangel­
ical churches for the Lord's glory and the salvation of

In another article, Glasser stated the following concerning Strachan, the

author of Evangelism in Depth: «Indeed, one? feels that in time it will

\- become apparent that he made an equally significant contribution

J, Hudson TaylorJ? to the task ®f world evangelisation.«1^

In recent years, Donald McGavran and the Church Growth movement

ha has championcxi have attracted the attention of missionary authorities 

in many parts of the wrld* The Church Growth Bulletin had the follow­

ing to say about 'Evangelism in Depth:
(J Hlgainst this background /""population explosion and ineffective mis­

sionary workj? cones a refreshing book frot'i Latin America—EVANGEL­
ISM IK DEPTH. It tells of a united effort to bring renewal to the 
Church and life to multitudes. This pilot project in Nicaragua has 
been repeated in other lands. Every churclrian (national and mis­
sionary) should buy and ponder this book. It describes a mode of 
cooperative evangelism possible in many Churches and nations. It 
can be modified to suit circumstances. It is good. Let us put it 
to work.1?

~ Pe.bate

The International Review of Missions recognized the significance

of Evangelism in Depth and so in 196U asked Kenneth Strachan to contrib­

ute an article explaining the program. The Strachan contribution entl-

Arthur F. Glasser et al.» "Our Esteemed Brother and Our Friend, 
Latin America III 3 si on (May-June. 1965), p. 13.

1^îîBooks and Articles," Church Growth Bulletin, I, No. h (March, 
1965), lh.
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tied «Call to witness» appeared in the April issue of that year. In the

same issue, Victor E. W. Hayward, Acting Director of the Division of

of Churches, submitted

a critique of the Strachan article entitled »Call to Witness—But khat

Kind of Witness?” and thereby initiated an exciiange of views. Each pro-

and Dailio Castro of the Methodist Church in Uruguay, contributed arti­

cles for this debate that lasted until the April issue of 1965.

)

< rasponsibdlity will the churls have to carry if those who are most

....wgn..reject ..Wo

r¿u- iw-v’XAy p/T7 )
piety?«2^ •»»* is, Bayward objected

to an evangelism that produced church sobers who thereafter are only con-

ingfully involved in the secular events of the world in which they live.

^Victor E* W. Hayward, "Call to VBLtness—But that Kind of Wit­
ness?« ihe International Review of Missions, HU, No. 210 (April, 196h), 
201.
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His creation. He opposed that evangelistic theology that regards.-poorer* 

sion and adding members to the Church as more than "a by-product, ’»« and 

that does not focus on the salvation of the world in a broad sense as ths 

fundamental aim in view. "Does not Christ care far the hungry and thirsty, 

the strangers and the naked, the- sick and those in prison?«^ he ques-

ttooed. Then Strachan asked Hayward to clarify how the latter would ap­

ply this theology to practice, Hayward answered, "My answer is that I 

the corsnwdty or the multitude» Christ’s canpassion for the total needs
- - )

of the total man in his own particular society.”*4 These questions would

be asked of the new convert from the outsat*

the criticism of Hayward, Strachan said, «1

• . • ready to admt that there arc emphases within our conservative­

evangelical circles which contribute to on ultra-individualistic, falsely 

life, indeed, the thole creation, «but,” he stressed, "any intorpreta­

tion of the ultimate outreach of the Gospel which overlooks or minimises 

the conditions of repentance and regeneration tiiich God has specified

V. *->.
22Hdd.r p. 202.

23Victor E. W. Hayward, "Call to I 
view of Missions, LIV, No. 21h (April,

2'S. Braartb Strachan, WA Furtly.r 
view o! Missions, MU, No. 210 (April, 1

s>" feJntermUOTaljte-
92.

t," Hie International He-
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needs also to be corrected in the light of Scripture. Furthermore, 

men repent and believe individually, albeit within the social structure 

in which they find themselves and uhich they will serve as Christians. 

Also, in the work of evangelism, the worker will preach the essentials, 

that is, conversion, and leave other truth, such as the service of ths 

Christian to his cormunity, for subsequent teaching. He agreed that the 

Church on its world mission must be relevant, but "in the final reckon­

ing the degree of our faithfulness in adhering to the terms of our mis- 

sion will dateline the extant of our relevancy in the (

Barth cautioned against an oversimplification of the issues of 

the discussion and called for a continuous quest to understand the mes­

sage of th© Gospel as the primary inquire men t for effective evangelism. 

’This contribution was directed at both Strachan and Hayward. Conway saw 

the debate, although carried out on a nobly respectful plane, as yet 

another evidence of the division between conservative evangelicals and 

followers of Che Ecumenical Movement—which, incidentally, Hayward de­

nied, considering himself an evangelical. Conway also pointed out that 

the original Strachan article deals not so much with conceptual but prac­

tical matters, which induced him to say that "the practice of Evangelism 

in Depth sounds rather good.020 However, as to practice, he criticised 

the absence of a witness in relation to social and economic conditions. 

He also raised an old questions

4G«) I also find very disturbing—again, in practice—th© complete lack 
of mention, apart from caution about its own apostolic efforts, of 
the majority Roman Catholic Church in the country /”-ii-caragua_y . 
Just what is Evangelism in Depth doing with and to the Christian

S6Ibid.. p. 211. 27Ibld., p. 211*

2^llartin Conway, *»A Permanent Argument?
view of Missions, UH, Ho. 212 (October, 19£h)

” International
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faitli—imature and feeble, no doubt, but whose is not?—of the al­
ready baptised?®’’' / —— ----- J

ZMlio Castro expressed the same point of view as Hayward, with 

the added virtue that he speaks as a Latin American. The following 

quotation suns up his thought:

6W Xatin America is at present living glorious moments« In the
nddst of misery, ignorance and hunger, w» already perceive the start 
of the history of the ordinary man, of our little brother in whom 
Christ finds us. It would ba a betrayal of God*s purpose for him if 
ha can find only a self-centered Church, or a Church out of touch
with reality and
terns.4*57

Among other observât! cans, Castro makes the followingt

and Director of the Comission on World Mission and Evangelism of the

World Council of Churches, tried to sum up th» debate with the conclusion 

that "the ixqportant point, surely, is to understand both the context and
r?: xxe. kt j

the content of conversion.That is, he understood that both Strachan 

and Hayward wxv each making an important point. As for the content of 

conversion, Ihwbigin said, «I think that there is a need to be clear at 

this time—Just because it is not popular—that missions are concerned 

with the radical conversion that leads non to explicit allegiance to 

29IbU.

^°Ssilio Castro, "Evangelism in Latin America," The International 
Review of Kssions, LIU, No. 212 (October, 19täj), b5>4i!>£«

^hbid., p. h55.

^Lesslie Newbigin, "From We Editor," The International Review 
of RdLscdons, UV, No. 21h (April, 1965), 11*9«



Jesus Christ.’1^ As for the context of conversion, he stated;

converts, should be more r involved in the social, economic, cultural,

and civic affairs of the camunities in '.tri.ch they work and live.

This concludes the review of opinion about Evangelism in Depth 

as expressed by mission leaders of both ths historic and the nonhistoric

churches, It also concludes the examinaticn phase of this study. That 

is, the baclcgromd of Evangelism in Depth has been considered, In like 

manner, the theory of the program has boon studied. A full description 

of the use of the mthodology by the Latin America Mission and by others 

has been given. And, the abler examiners have voiced their appraisals. 

The author must now draw his conclusions and final evaluation.



CHAPTER VU

AN EVALUATION OF THE PROGRAM

The Scope of the Great Commission Taken Seriously

In the first place, by way of evaluation, Evangelism in Depth 

has the great merit of taking the dimensions of the Great Conraission 

seriously and demonstrating the possibility of their fulfillment. Our 

Lord has commanded that the Gospel should be proclaimed to “all na­

tions to “the whole creation, and “to the end of the earth.“3 Fur­

ther, since people come and go, Jesus meant that the preaching to all 

men be carried cut in every generation. V&th these awesome dimensions, 

Kenneth Strachan wrestled until, under God, he came up with a method 

commensurate with them. In addition, the results of this method applied 

gave Christians hope that God could enable them to accomplish the sacred 

task.

Many have taken the imperative of the Great Commission seriously-

and eo have gone to the ends of the earth--who at the same time have 

doubted that the Gospel could actually be cosTsnunicated to all men. Few 

have dared to stress not only the imperative but also the dimensions of 

the mandate. John R. Mott stressed them both, and subsequent generations 

excused him by saying that he misinterpreted the new age of technology in

*Matt. 28 $19$ Luke 2b$l$7.

%ark 16:15.



which he lived. At the same time, mission leaders have not been able to 

abandon this aspect of our missionary duty. For instance, the represen- 

tativos to the ’Jhitby meeting of the International Missionary Council, 

in 19h7, issued the following statement:

ihe Gospel is to be preached to all sen. Can it be so preached 
in our generation? ... when we consider the present extension of 
the Church, and the divine and human resources available we dare to 
believe it possible that, before the present generation has passed 
aw^y, the Gospel should be preached to almost all ths inhabitants of 
the world in such a way as to make clear to them the issue of faith 
or disbelief in Jesus Christ. If this is possible, it is the task 
of the Church to see that it is done.«

■<e_— Bat Strachan comprehended this fact In revealed in the foUnainc

inspiring passage:

Can we really reach everybody in any one country like Guatemala? The 
answer to that troubling question came to me one morning when we were 
driving to the capital from the interior. Along the way we had picked 
up an Indian hitchhiker.

An opening question or two had disclosed the fact that we were 
brothers in the Lord and had loo cned tongues. As the car made its 
my through the mountains, the Indian brother began to point to dis­
tant huts and hamlets where other Christians lived. Evangelism-in- 
Depth had cone to Guatemala, he said, and he and his fellow-Chri3- 
tians wore all visiting their neighbors, hiking over mountain trails 
to pass the Gospel on. Without even knowing how to read the Scrip­
tural words for themselves, they were fulfilling them. Each case, in 
his concern for a friend, a distant neighbor, a relative on another 
mountainside, was helping to spread the good news of Christ over the 
whole country.

The answer became Joyously and gloriously clear that morning: 
yes, Christ meant the Gospel for everybody. And everybody can be 
reached. It is not a question of a few Christian workers exhaust­
ing themselves in futile efforts. It is the simple, natural, in­
spired and reproductive witness of every disciple according to his 
own gifts and experience, wherever God has placed him, that will 
bring about the literal fulfillment.jof the Lord’s desire.

Every creature means everybody.-

—But does Evangelism in Depth reach all men in a given country?

‘‘Gomittee of the International Missionary Council, Renewal and 
Advance /A Report of the Meeting of the Comittee at VJhitby, Ontario, 
1?Ij7, Edited by C. W. Ranson (London: Edinburgh House Press, 19118), 
p. 206.

Kenneth Otrachan, "Everybody,“ Latin America Evan&slist 
(January-February, 1963), p. 1.
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In an absolute sense, no. At the sane time, it does arrest the attention 

of a nation, including its villages as well as its cities, its masses and

even somi-assimilated groups as well as its leaders. Fuz*thermore, Evan­

gelism in Depth plans for the continued evangelistic witness after the 

visiting advisors leave. At this point, it ought to be asked, did Christ

and Ihc disciples preach to all men in Israel in their day? Probably not. 

Still, who would 3ay that they did not evangelise the nation, by their 

concentration on the strategic cities of Jerusalem and Capernaum, by their 

circuits Uiroughout the rural areas, by the fam of them that spread 

throughout the land? And might not something similar be said of the mis­

sionary Paul and his helpers? Ihe Great Commission means that all men 

should hear, and, as the evangelist goes out in obedience, the Spirit of

God multiplies his witness in many ways.

--■— -----To take the dimensions of the Great Commission seriously requires,

among other virtues, humility and courage. Strachan and his colleagues 

wore Isumble enough to admit that forms of mission work which they had ini­

tiated, successful as they had been, were still inadequate. They were 

also courageous enough to look for new forms and discard or modify the

old. R, C. Guy, mission leader of the Southern Baptist Church, frankly

stated the need for these qualities as follows: "One fears that sorae 

activities on the mission field (in all three departments—evangelism, 

education, and medicina) are carried on because no one knows how to ad­

minister the coup de grace and start something more productive.«^—— _ )
The Lutheran Church in Latin America can profit from Evangelism

in Depth at this point, for imigrant Lutherans, who form nine tenths of

^R. C. Guy et al.,
D. A. McCavran (ifew York: Harpers Row, Publishers, 1965), p.
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the membership of this denomination, have only bet^in to think of the imperative and

dimensions of the Great Commission as Fodolf Obermullsr, professor of

theology in the Union Theological Seminary and in the Tai the ran Theolog­

ical Seminary of Argentina, admits in the following:

Z) ( 'V concdouaness of this duty /“evangolismJT• ♦ . is still rela­
tively woak, since the spiritual attitude of these churches (espe­
cially of their leaders) is still strongly influenced by the desire 
to preserve obsolete traditions. Moreover, the expulsion of refu­
gees from Europe during the last World War brought many new ethnic 
groups tci- Latin America whose sol© bond of unicm was usually their 
church.7 ___ ______ _—-------— \

As for the Lutheran Mission boards which are doing evangelistic work in

the South, and the Latin American Lutherans who form one tenth of the

denomination in the continent, Evangelism in Depth represents a challenge

to seek a still greater, indeed, an all-embracing evangelism program.

Happily, the Commission on Latin America of the Lutheran World Federation,

in one my and another, is stressing the cmngsllsn task of the Lutheran

Church in the South. For instance, in 1962, this commission sponsored

Cacwiunicaizions Conferences in Guatemala City and in Buenos Aires. Still,

the matter is urgent.

aa in Latin America

In the second place, Evangelism in Depth discerns and Illustrates

a new day for evangelism in Latin America. Th® Latin America scene has

been changing rapidly in the last fifty years, and the Latin America Mis­

sion has boon able to observe or discover these changes and their signifi­

cance for the work of evangelism. Furthermore, there have been develop­

ments within the Protestant community of »hich Strachan and his colleagues

Rudolf Oberrauller, Evangelism in Latin America ("World Evangel­
ism Today," ed. D. T. Niles, published by ite lilted Society for Chris­
tian literature for the World Council of Churches3 London: Lutterworth 
Press, 1957)> P. lh. ;
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have been aware. These men saw the changing scene, and, by the grace of 

God, they gave an answer for the times. God gave an open door, and, 

through ¡Evangelism in Depth, they entered that door.

Of course, some aspects of the Latin American situation that con­

tribute to the current evangelistic opportunity are not of recent occurr­

ence, For instance, political liberal!m as an ideal of the majority of 

the intellectuals and leaders dates from the beginning of the republican 

period when, in the name of democracy the Creoles broke with Spain and 

Portugal. This democratic ideal included and still includes freedom of 

religion, in spite of the fact that the Catholic Church party has tena­

ciously opposed this principle, indeed, the liberal tradition as a whole, 

right up until the present decade. This being the case, Protestant mis­

sions could enter Latin America and work.

Another aspect of the Latin American situation that contributes 

to the present evangelistic challenge is even older than the former, 

namely, the religious vacuum among the masses. ’Many Protestant author­

ities have not been clear about this fact, for Catholic spokesmen have 

persistently claimed the continent to be 93% Catholic, ’¡bile it is true 

that the great majority of Latin Americans have been baptized in the 

Catholic Church, still the following situation, conservatively described 

by CJbexnuller in 1957, prevails»

countries in this area most people are outside the range 
of Christian or religious influences. One-third of the 150 million 
inhabitants of Latin America may possibly to some extent be under 
the organisation of the Boman Catholic. ... But two-thirds, or 
100 million people, live without any ties or any contact with a 
Christian Church.6

Some progressive Catholic authorities in Latin America have analyzed the

8Ibid., pp. 6-7. 



situation of the masses in even more urgent terns» Accordingly, Cardinal 

Raul Silva Ifonriquez of Chile, enumerating the causes of Protestant mis­

sionary activity in Xatin America before the delegates of the Second Tati 

can Council, bogan the list with the following point: "Religious needy 

of the people inadequately met by our Catholic pastoral structures, due 

to the lack of priests, or to the lack of concern on the part of the la­

ity, or because w perform the pastoral ministry in the confidence of 

having an established Christianity and not according to the reality of a 

state of rdosion,!!^ That is, Silva Justifies the presence of Protestant 

missionaries in Latin America, and recently, on a visit to Jtew York, ho 

proved it by visiting executive secretarios of the mission boards at work 

in Latin America, "to express his appreciation for vhat Protestant mis­

sions and Protestant churches had contributed to the spiritual life of

Latin America, and in gratitude for the debt which the Reman Catholic 

Church owed them»"10 No one need suffer qualms of conscience about the

evangelistic agressiveness of Evangelism in Depth or any other Protes­

tant agency in "Catholic" Latin America; ren of good will, including

Catholics, applaud such agresálvenoss.

in addition to a political climate that permits the presence

of Protestant missions and the religious vacuum among the masses, the La­

tin America Mission discerns new developments in ths Latin America scene, 

such as, the economic and social revolution that is predisposing large 

sections of the masses to accept new ideas and new patterns of life» The 

revolution began in 1910 when the Mexican peasant masses rose up to suc-

^Taul Silva Henriquez, quoted in an editorial by Jorge Mejia,
171 Mcrc-urio (Cuenca, Ecuador, December 9, 1963), p. 5» J

Wohn A. Mackay, "Christ or Religion?” i/orId Vision, IX, No. 7 
(July-August, 1965), 23.
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cessfully demand Justice and land of ths privileged few. Since colonial 

tines, the aristocracy, not only of Mexico but of all Latin America, has 

held huge estates of land taken fror tbs Indians, and they have dominated 

the peasants. Wrthermore, the patrons have done little to raise the 

general cultural and physical condition of their subjects. However, be- 

ginnin; with Ute Mexican Revolution of 1910, the peasant and working 

class would no longer tolerate the semi »feudal situation, and, since that 

time, a profound unrest and agitation of a social and economic nature has 

characterised the entire continent. In 1952, th© Bolivian masses cap­

tured political control and initiated drastic reforms• In 1959, the peo­

ple led by Fidel Castro revolted in Cuba, but Communism betrayed that 

movement. Ihrou^iout the continent, large migrations of restless rural 

people are waving toward the cities. To aggravate the problem, the an­

nual rate of population growth in the continent is 2.6 per 

than that of any comparable region in the world.3'1 The masses, in des­

peration, are breaking with the life patterns of the past and groping 

for new mssiahs. They are even givinr Protestant evangelists a hearing.

Again, the Latin America Mission sees the new face of Catholi-

cism Ir* Latin Amrica. Oven before ths Second Vatican Council, chaxi'cs 

were discernible. For instance, Catholic authorities, including: the 

Americas), John Considine, were calling attention to the lack of priests 

in the continent and the consequent decline in the church. Other Cath­

olic progressives, especially in Chile, were concerned about social and 

econonic developments and were therefore talcing the lead in social action. 

In 1955, th© Latin American church, talcing a significant step, organised

Milyrtle M. Clemmer and W. Stanley Ry croft, "A Statistical Study 
of Latin hmerica,” Occasional Bulletin. Vol. HU, Ho. 5 (May, 1962), Xl* 



the Latin American Bishop’s Conference in order to confront the social 

and religious needs of the continent. Finally, in 1959t John XXIII called 

for the Second Vatican Council -.hich not only focused on renewal within 

the church but also on brotherly relations with non-Catholic Christians. 

This second aim represented a radical change for the conservative Cath­

olics of Latin America, and prelates and laymen alike* once the council 

actually began, watched with wonderment as Catholic progressives shoxsod 

more strength than the conservatives, as Protestant observers were invited 

and actually present during the proceedings, and as th® bishops issued the 

epoch-making decree on religious liberty. In the course of the seven 

Evangelism in Depth efforts, the Latin America Mission could see tlie face 

of Catholicism change from sternness in Ihcaragua and Costa Pica to near 

friendliness in Bolivia. As far as the public was concerned, the reaction 

was swn noro positive,

(>"------- Then, in addition to the new responsiveness on the part of a peo­

ple in flux and the new face of Catholicism, the Latin America Mission 

discerns significant developments within Latin American Protestantism, 

For instance, it sees a church that lias reacted numerical strength suf­

ficient to arrest the attention of the public for the first time in its 

history, The 7^0,000 members of the Protestant community of 192J> could 

not make much of an impression on the public, but a generation later that 
number had grown to ?,50O,OOO.12 Furthormore, in spite of the lfyO plus 

Protestant denordnations or missions at work in Latin America, of the
'”"11 " ' " ' ' Z " r ■■■'■ ~r“ '''... .......... ........ ' '■ T'--1T - T 1! ■■ ■’ < -

•^Milton M, Ifelson, “Separation or Cooperation?” Latin America
Evangelist (.TcptembertQctober, 1961), p, 7.
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missionaries belong to the nonhistoric churches.*^ In spite of the many 

divisions among this 75% and in spite of the fact that as a rule they do 

not belong to the World Council of Churches that has stressed the ecunon- 

ical responsibility, still they do eaaphaeine their inner spiritual unity 

and they have become increasingly sensitive about their lack of outward 

unity. That is, the stage was set for a leader in sustained cooperative 

evangelism. That leader, under God, ws Kenncth Strachan. Although 

Itrachan did not care to emphasise the parade in the national campaigns,
A

still that feature of Evangelism in Depth has come to symbolize the 

strength and unity of the Protestant Church which he perceived. The 

parade more than any other aspect of the program is a symbol of the new 

day for evangelistic witness discerned and illustrated by the Latin Amer­

ica Mission.

^he statistics of campaign attendance and of professions of faith 

constitute a telling witness to the now day for evangelism. Many more 

listened to the message on the radio and read it on the printed page. Of 

course, the professions of fhi th statistics of the Evangelism in Depth 

efforts have their limitations. These figures ar© the number of persons 

who signed decision cards after the various evangelistic campaigns and 

of those prayed with concerning conversion in the visitation phase of 

the program. They do not pretend to represent church membership, for 

the Latin America Mission advisors leave a country before church member­

ship instruction takes place and people are actually received into the 

congregations. It would be valuable if the Latin America Mission would 

vania, November 10-12, 1957 (Kbw York: Coral ttee on Cooperation in Latin 
America, 1957), p* 9.)



collect statistics on church membership and its relation to the Evangel­

ism in Depth effort, say, one year after its conclusions. However, even 

in view of inevitable losses, that 15,000 adults and young people should 

answer an altar call and ask for counselling or desire to pray with a 

visitor concerning repentance and faith in Christ is highly significant, 

especially in Latin America. Any church, including the Lutheran Church, 

is not only happy but also impressed when 15,000 unchurched ask for cate­

chetical instruction.

C —'It should be mentioned that Evangelism in Depth is not the only

example of effective evangelism in this new day for Latin America. In­

deed, the primary example is not Evangelism in Depth but Rentecostall sm 

which in Brazil alone has ascended to an astronomical 1,639,000 canmuni-
------ —-A

cant members since 1910.In terms of its larger significance, Pente­

costal success in Latin America powerfully reinforces the general con­

clusion of the open door for evangelism in Latin America now.

e' Hien St. Paul discerned the open door at Ephesus, he decided to

remain there, that is, take advantage of the opportunity that God had 

given.Such opportunities represent sacred visitations from God, which 

on the part of His servants deriand loyal response. Of Lutherans at work 

in Latin America today, along with all Protestant groups, such loyal re­

sponse is required. It is the day for aggressive evangelism among the

Latin American community on all tHo fields.

4 3 ---------------------The vatness of the Z^ntire Church

—In the third place, Dvangellm in Depth challenges and enables 

^'illiam R, Head, Itew Patterns of Church Growth in Brazil (Grand
Rapids, Michigan# Viliam B. iZerdmano ftbUsldn;- Company, p* 176.J

Cor. 16#8,9.
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the entire Church of a given republic to give a coordinated witness to 

that republic. This point illustrates how profound a simple idea can bo. 

It also shows the genius of Strachan. For, having faced the breadth of 

the missionary mandate and having discerned the Latin America field as 

ripe for harvest, Strachan simply remembered that it is a task for the 

Church--but the whole Church. Ibis reads like a Sunday School lesson, 

for none denies that the Lord commissioned the Church to give the witness 

But, upon further reflection, it must be admitted that few have believed 

that the visible Church with its sins, weaknesses, and divisions could 

give a witness that is unified, «in depth,« and coordinated. There arc 

several aspects to this point.

.3. ! -—Tho Participation of the Laity in Evangelism

Tho Evangelism in Depth program of the Latin America Mission un­

derscores and demonstrates that not only the missionaries and national 

pastors but also the laymen of the younger churches have a vital part in 

the work of evangelism. The laymen, and not only their leaders, are a 

part of the Church to idiom Christ gave the missionary command. Indeed, 

they constitute the overwhelming majority of the Church, and so repre­

sent the largest witnessing force of the Church. They too have received 

gifts of the Spirit to enable them. The laymen have the direct and in­

timate contact with the community to thorn th© witness is to be given. In 

that comuni ty they are to evangelise, Just as the Christians of the ear­

ly Jerusalem congregation, persecuted and scattered, «went about preach- 

the word. »‘16 For and in this evangelistic work of the laity, the pastors 

will train and lead them. Melvin L. IJodgos of the Fbntecostal Church 

which raore than any other in Latin America has been characterised by lay

^Acts 3sl<.



activity, underscores the vital function of the laity in evangelism as

Evangelism in Depth is that the churclics be renewed in order to carry cm 

évangélisa vtam the advisors leave. Iho support that Evangel! san in Depth 

gives to the local programs is of utmost importance, for thereby it ac­

cords Mth the Biblical concept of th® local congregation as the Church. 

Since Evangelism in Depth is careful about this point, Lutheran Churches 

in latin Anerica, by participating in the Evangelism in Depth efforts 

will find that their local programs, far from being slighted and overrun,

L. Hedges et al., Church Growth and Christian Mission, ed.
D. A. McGavran, p. 117.*"
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will rather bo heightened.

v 3 . *-> Respect for the Denominaticn

<s£- ----- Evangelism in Depth makes every effort to guarantee respect for

denominational distinctiveness within the limits of evangelical Chris­

tianity, and the fact that such large percentages of Protestant missions 

and churches in the different republics There the efforts were carried 

out felt free to cooperate, demonstrates this fact« Specific measures 

designed to please denominati one include the following: the request to 

the denominational leaders at the beginning for the endorsement of Evan­

gelism in Depth, tlje close cooperation with denominational leaders 

throughout the effort by means of the IJational Coordinating Committee, 

the appointment of denominational regional comittees in areas where only 

one group works, and the varied involvement of the local churches led by 

their pastors. The last two points are especially important, for they 

permit the doncxdLnatians to direct the training of laymen for evangelism, 

the visitation phase, tbs local campaigns, tl>e regional campaigns, and 

the follow-up, exactly as they wish to do so, that is, along their dis­

tinctive lines. As for activities of the program carried out on a union 

basis, Euthoi-ans, for instance, would approve of the showing of the Martin

Luther film, the Reformation Day service, and the Lutheran posters and 

floats in th© parade« Most important, they would also approve of the 

basic principles of evangelical Chris tlantiy which in the main const!

features of each participating group inadvertently slip in during such 

undertakings, but this may be overlooked in Christian love, and in view 

of the nain characteristics of the effort, especially when the progrm is 

of a temporary nature. Evangelism in Depth is right in its respect for
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the denomination, for since Apostolic tines there have been diverse mani­

festations at the intercongregational level within the one Church of 

Christ* That is, there is a valid dcnordmUonalisrs, Just as Gentile 

Christians and Jewish Christians in the primitive Church respected and 

thanked God for one another-»al though this principle has been greatly 

abused in our day. In a word, Lutherans uho decided to cooperate with 

Dvangplisra in Depth did not err but rather strengthened their own denom­

ination.

*</ ,3». The Participation of ths Various Missions

------ — Evangelism in Depth gives place not only to the denotninations

but also to the various missions, for these also form a part of the total 

Church of a given country. The missions haw been sent by God for the 

creation and the establishment of the Church in the various lands. Of 

course, the Latin America Mission itself is a rlssicn. Then, numerous 

auxiliary missionary organisations, such as, the United Bible Societies, 

Missionary Aviation Fellowship, Youth for Christ, Moody literature Mis­

sion, and so forth, participate as such, in their respective ways. True, 

the various coordinating committees are made up mostly of younger church 

representatives. However, the missions back up the representatives of 

the sister churches in every way, and they work right along with the 

national Christians in the various activities of the effort, ’hen there 

is a choice between a mission and a national church, the latter gets Ums 

preference in Evangelism in Depth, which is correct, for the churches 

represent the permanent organisations in the republics. However, the 

missions are not slighted, and ample room is provided for them to make 

their full contributions. Churches and missions work together in thss 

evangelism task.



y < ■£> A
Mass Media and Various Gifts

Evangelism in Depth does not restrict itself to one or certain

types of evangelism approach but seeks to utilise the nunc reais and vax’ied

resources of the Church. This accords with the truth that the Spirit of

God has given different gifts to the Church for their use in her life and

work. Hie Apostle Paul wrote, "Having gifts that differ according to the

grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our

faith; if sex-vice, in our serving; he ’4xo teaches, in Ms teaching; he who 

tiioexhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberal!

gives aid, with seal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness,«2

This Evangelism in Depth seeks to do, and so, not only visitation but 

the record of the various Evangelism in Depth efforts constitutes a wealth 

of practical suggestions as to specific evangelistic approaches from which 

any mission body, including our Lutheran boards and field conferences, 

might greatly profit. In part, the varied approach of Evangelism in Depth 

instance, the underdevelop«»! Indian is approached with a method including 

sophisticated intelligentsia are invited in a more formal way, the chil-

dren and youth require a simple approach, and the masses are met in an
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did include a special approach to the Ihglidh-speaking colonies in Central 

America, it is regrettable that the various issaigrant groups ware not in­

cluded in the various efforts. Jewish evangelism ought to be included in 

these efforts. As for the European immigrants of Lutheran background, 

many of xhan are little more than nominal church members who only occa­

sionally attend church, evangelism among these requires a special approach 

which the Lutheran churches and boards, by participation in the future 

evangelism efforts, would be able to provide.

v 3, Q> United Iffiltness of the Church

¿■o— — Now, the lay witness, the congregational witness, the denomina­

tional witness, the contribution of the missions, with all the various 

gifts and resources involved, Evangelism in Depth brings together for a 

united, coordinated, and sustained impact on the country involved. That 

is, the Evangelism in Depth program takes the ecumenical dimension of the 

Church seriously and earnestly believes in its vital relation to the evan­

gelistic witness to the world. How Wou ht-provoking that a group tliat 

opposes the World Council of Churches should call for the united witness 

of the Church, hurdle some of the difficulties involved, and virtually 

achieve it, albeit on a temporary basis, in seven different landsi Of 

course, the Christians and churches involved are profoundly impressed 

and greatly encouraged. The world, also, applauds through its press and 

leaders, and responds to altar calls. And the Catholic Church Is taken 

back and even extends congratulations. Lutherans who have been In th» 

vanguard of the ecumenical movement cannot but approve of this. Accord­

ingly, the last Lutheran Wrld Federation Assembly at Helsinki agreed on
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zrf.sconcoptd.ons and establishing areas of effective cooperation of Chris-

7

In the fourth place, Evangelism in Depth maintains the proper

relation between the preaching of conversion and the doing of social work. 

Hiat is, the program stresses the evangelistic word about conversion to 

Christ, but it also includes the evangelistic deed of love and mercy in 

the none of Christ«

——As for the evangelistic deed, Evangelism in Depth makes room for 

such social contributions as the Good-IUH Caravan, thirty of which func­

tioned in the Bolivia effort. At the same time, it must be remembered 

that Evangelism in Depth is of limited duration and so cannot be expected 

to undertake long-range programs. Such leog-mge social programs, as 

well as other foms of involvement in Latin American life, must be left 

to the lesions and churches that reside in a given country, even as the 

Latin America Mission itself as a pennamnt organization in Costa Rica 

and Colombia sponsors schools, an orphanage, and a hospital. Of course, 

Latin Americans are now in the midst of dire social and economic, cul­

tural and public health needs, and they understand and appreciate what­

ever effective aid the Protestant groups can provide, even as the govern­

ment of Bolivia appreciated and facilitated the work of the Good-Will 

Caravans. lhe injunction of our Lord to "let your light so shins before 

men, that they ciay see your good works, is very meaningful for evan­

gelists in Latin America today.

Assembly at Helsinki, Finland, July 30-
Lutherisches Verlagshaus, 1965), p. 365

A Report of the Fourth
190 (Berlin:
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— At the sarae time, the basic social contribution of the Christian 

missionary is the Gospel. Hie several versions of the Great Commission

nessing-^ to the Gospel, and this Gospel of Christ our righteousness saves 

the soul and exalts the nation.2^ The stress on conversion is not margi­

nal to th© Christian witness nor is it irrelevant to the world, and the 

Evangelism in Depth program has the great merit of keeping this straight. 

Conversion is exactly what Latin America needs, as Obermuller points out 

in the following:

Beal contact with Latin American people is made when there is 
understanding of how to put faith into practice. ... The first 
task of evangelism is, therefore, to arouse a sense of personal 
responsibility. In this setting conversion becmes an important 
event, because it involves taking a clear attitude, making a deci­
sion, turning away from the beaten track. For these reasons alone 
evangelism in Latin America is obligated to insist on conversion."

But doos not Evangelism in Depth make an emotional approach? Yes,

in part. Th© spirit of campaign prevails, the preaching is ardent, the- 

subjtectivc response of decision and faith is stressed. But that evan­

gelistic preaching and endeavor be motional does not represent a weak­

ness but ratlier a strong point, indeed, a necessary quality if people 

are to be moved. God is the only causa of conversion, but His evangel­

ists must be men of zeal, and the whole sinner including his emotions 

responds to the Gospel invitation. Accordingly, Conrad Thompson, Icecu-
j ^v\

tivu Director of the Commission cm Evangelism of the America Lutheran 

Church, wrote the following about the evangslism message?

An evangelistic message confronts the hearer with ths claims of

28:20.

2^luke 29:lj8; Acts

I kirk 16«1& Luke 2h:h7.

Prov. 1U:31|.
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Jesus Christ. It is an urgent message, God pressing his claims upon 
men redemptively, with a decision as the intended result,2«

That is, under such circumstances, both the evangelist and the unconverted 

listener experience emotion. But Evangelism in Depth is not only emo­

tional in approach, but also intellectual or doctrinal. The Latin Amer­

ican public demands this in order to know wherein the Protestant Church 

differs from the Catholic Church.

The Limitations of Cooper tjve Evangelism

In the fifth place, Evangelism in Depth, because of its interde­

nominational nature, cannot give united expression to certain important 

aspects of evangelism but rather must leave them to the follow-up phase 

in charge of the respective denominations. This represents a weakness of 

the program. More particularly, it is a weakness of fragmented Protes­

tantism in Latin America which can only agree on certain basic facets of 

evangelism and not <m the others. That is, the leaders of Evangelism in 

Depth do not necessarily reject an evangelism that is complete from a 

Biblical point of view; rather they must work with Latin American Protes­

tantism as it is. Evangelism in Depth leaders, before the respective 

audiences of Latin America, can only underscore the importance of several 

remaining aspects of conversion to Christ and then refer the people to 

the denominations for further explanations. The leaders believe that the 

situation in the South requires a united and sustained, albeit imperfect, 

evangelistic approach. Indeed, God Himself must work with what He has in 

His Church and, in spite of the weaknesses and sins, work out His saving 

purposes. But what are the aspects of Biblical evangelism that cannot be 

handled on a united basis in Evangelism in Depth?

2A>onrad M. Thompson, ’’Evangelism,” The Encyclopedia of the 
Lutheran Church, ed. Julius Bodensieck, I (19^5), Ö20.
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Baptism

The precise function of baptism for conversion and evangelism 

suet be referred to the follow-up period in charge of the denominational 

leaders* The reason for this is that the several conflicting Protestant 

views on this natter are represented in the cooperating church bodies. 

Accordingly, program leaders refer people who sign decision cards to a 

spécifie church where they will receive further instruction as to this 

subject.

Baptism, of course, forms a part of the Jfew Testament conversion 

experience. Accordingly, of the first converts of the Christian Church, 

Luke records that "those who received his /~Peter*sJ7 word were baptized, 

and there were added that day about throe thousand souls. "27 Also, of 

the subsequent converts resultant from the missionary labours of the apos­

tles and the Church, again and again the Scriptures include baptism in 

their initial salvation experience. That is, whatever meaning be attached 

to baptism, the rite must form a part of the Biblical evangelism program.

As to the significance of baptism, Mark quotes the words of the

Lord in the Great Commission as follows : "He who believes and is baptized 

shall be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.n28 

strongest voids as to the meaning of the rite come from Pster who affirms, 

"Baptism • • • now saves you."2? Of course, this last passage must be 

understood in the light of the many other Bible portions that point to 

God Himself as the origin of grace and salvation, and not baptism. Fur­

thermore, the Bible underscores the response of faith as the necessary 

Condition on the part of man, if he is to be saved. At the same time, it

2ÎActs 2 «hl* 2^lark 16 «16. )
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is evident from the passages above, as well as others, that baptism is 

connected with the grace of God. Baptism is a sacrament. Baptism is a 

medium of saving grace. Martin Luther in many places penned the meaning 

of baptism and its relation to grace and faith, as illustrated by the 

r following j “Thus you clearly see baptism is no work which we do, but a
1-

treasure which God gives us and of which faith lays hold; Just as cur 

Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross is not a work but a treasure compre­

hended and offered in the Word and received by faith. ”30

---- -—In the great majority of cases, ths converts won «.through the efforts 
of the churches during the Evangelism in
in Depth efforts have been baptised in the liman Catholic Church as in­

fants. This baptism is valid, because it was administered in the name 

of the Trinity, and because infants are not excluded from the command 

of our Lord to baptise «all nations.“31 However, these people had sub­

sequently strayed away from the Christ of their baptism before, through 

the proaching of the word in Evangelism in Depth, they heard His in­

vitation to return.

•7hC ,7- Instruction

Instruction concerning grace, redemption, and faith is given

in the preaching meetings of the Evangelism in Depth efforts. However, 

in the main, instruction of the converts must be handled by the cooper­

ating denominations in and after the follow-up period. The leaders of 

the Evangelism in Depth program plan that the participating churches re­

ceive the new converts into their respective catechetical, membership, 

and baptismal courses, as well as into the respective continuing adult

Luther, Large Catechism, translated from the German by
John Nicholas Leaker (Minneapolis, Minnesota: Augsburg Publishing House,
1935), p. 16b.

3aftatt. 28:19.
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education programs. Evangelism in Depth itself cannot give this instruc­

tion because of the different doctrinal positions of the cooperating 

bodies*

—-For not only baptism but also instruction, according to the New 

Testament, plays a vital part in evangelization and conversion to Christ. 

Accordingly, of the evangelism ministry of our Lord, Matthew records that 

«be went about all Galilea, teaching in their synagogues and preaching 

the Gospel of the Kingdom and healing every disease among the people. «32 

Furthermore, the Lord not only taught in His evangelism ministry but also, 

in the Great Commission, provided that the teaching evangelistic ministry 

continue, in the following words, «Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have cocsnanded you. «33 

That is, by+means of baptism and teaching the apostles were to make dis­

ciples. Because the words «baptizing« and "teaching« are not connected 

with a conjunction—neither in the Greek nor in the English—the Lord 

suggests that teaching will in some cases precede baptism and In other 

cases follow.

Ilowver, evangelists must keep in mind that for Jesus teaching

was directed not only to the intellect but also to the will* Jesus di­

rected Himself to the whole man, and "all that I have commanded you" Is 

to be directed to the whole man* Evangelistic teaching dare not reduce

itself to the mere importation of knowledge. Gerhard Kittel, in his

monumental Theological Dictionary of the Now Ibstament, writes about 

dldaskw as used by Jesus as follows : "The whole teaching of Jesus is 

with a view to the ordering of life with reference to God and one’s

3^1att. Lx 23.} Afett. 28x19,
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nei^ibor • • • • Thus His teaching constantly appeals to the will, call­

ing for a practical decision either for the will of God or against it. "3b

Church Membership

Various denominations participate in the Evangelism in Depth ef­

forts, and so the converts cannot be guided to membership in one church. 

The converts must choose among several denominations, or they are refer­

red to congregations which are near to their residences or which were in­

strumental in their conversion. In practice, the choice of a denomination 

among several for Latin Americans is not entirely problematical, for Cath­

olics in the South are accustomed to deciding between regular and secular 

parishes and between churches maintained by the numerous regular orders. 

They are also aware of some of the differences between these various Cath­

olic groupings.

The instructions of Christ to the future apostles concerning 

church discipline, recorded in Matthew 18:1^-20, make it clear that Ife 

intended that His future followers become members of local congregations. 

Of the erring brother He says, "If he refuses to listen to them Z”two or 

three witnessesJT, tell it to the church • • • • Where two or three are 

gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them. «35 Accordingly, 

the missionary Boil not only preached, baptised, and instructed his con­

verts, but also gathered them into a local congregation with appointed 

leaders who would see to the ministry of the Word and sacraments, before 

he considered that place evangelized and so could move on to another city.

^Gerhard Kittel (ed.), Theolo, ical Dictionary of the Mew Tes­
tament, translated from the German and edited by Geoffrey W.Bromiley 
(Vol. II; Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Erdmans Company, 196b), 
p. 821.

3%itt. 18:17-20.
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So Luke recorded about Paul and his companions that "when they had ap­

pointed elders for them in every church, xdth prayer and fasting, they 

committed them to the Lord in vtwm they believed. ibter Beyerhaus is

correct xhsn he states,

It is a remarkable thing, and meet significant for an understanding 
of the true nature of the Gospel, that the experience of conversion 
immediately leads to the desire to Join a Christian fellowship. This 
has always been a phenomenon of the Christian religion, from the days 
of the Apostles until now.37

} , C C--------- — -pon^nelty

Finally, although it does mobilize the Church and result in many

professions of faith, Evangelism in Depth lacks a completely natural and

spontaneous quality characteristic of profound movements of the Spirit of

God. To be sure, the Latin America Mission represents a harmonious part­

nership and fellowship in the work of Christ, and the same freedom appears 

In each republic where it conducts the evangelism efforts. Also, the 

Latin American Christians cooperate wholeheartedly with the pregran, and, 

from time to time, go beyond the program with enthusiastic activity. To

be sure, the statistics are impressive. Besides, the Evangelism in Depth 

leadership has wisely endeavored to remove foreign aspects that thwart 

indiganousness. At the same time, Evangelism in Depth is essentially a 

prearranged and scheduled course of evangelistic proceedings—a program.

It is good and excellent, one of the finest contributions that Protestant 

missions have made in Latin America. God has blessed it. Evangelism in 

Depth must continue. Still, a program is not an awakening. It is not a 

people movement. It does not represent spontaneous expansion. Christian

36Acts lb:23.

37?eter Beyerhaus and Henry Lefever, The responsible Church and 
the Foreign Mission (Grand Rapids, Michigan: llliam B. Eerdmans Rib^ 
lishing Company, 196b), p. 107.)
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workers ought always to pray for the highest and seek to remove those im­

pediments that prevent God from giving His best«

----- Are there impediments in Evangelism in Depth? Ihe author is dis­

turbed about some misleading statements as to the casual principle behind 

successful evangelism, such as, Evangelism in Depth. For instance, 

Roberts reported that "to be successful and to merit the blessing of God 

/“italics v&xa&J* a program of evangelism oust be adequate to the oppor­

tunity and need."3- Again, throughout several Evangelism in Depth ef­

forts the Christians were taught the theme song, *de shall win Nicaragua 

/“Guatemala, and so forth_J7 for Jesus if only we battle for Him. ”39 Again, 

Gustafson from Bolivia reported, "If things did not go well enough, we were 

told we did not pray long enough.’^C ifo. in the Christian mission, the 

causal principle is and must ever be God Himself • Evangelism does not 

succeed because of the wisdom and efforts of the Christians and their lead-
even

er8, nor because of a principle, nor because of a method, ncnMjocause of 

our prayers* To be sure, God has cboeen to use the agency of His Church 

for th» evangelisation of the world, and this involves dedication cm her 

part. Still, the working is that of the Spirit of God, and He must re­

ceive all the glory. Pantecostal leaders in Latin America, whose church 

has spread more rapidly than any other, take care to honor the Holy Spirit, 

as in tlxj following statement by the well-known missionary spokesman of 

this church, Hodgesi

Dayton Roberts, "New Dimension in Evangelism," Latin America 
Evangelist (November-December, 196$), P« 13«

Mission, Evangelism in Depth (Chicago: Moody
Pres3, 19&L), p. 8.

^Letter from Arthur M* Gustafson, Missionary of the World Mis­
sion Prayer league in Bolivia, December 10, 196$. \
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In reading the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles, I am im­
pressed with the fact that th© disciples did not sit down and nap 
out the strategy for their world conquest. Christ did not neglect 
the training and instruction of His disciples, but Hs was primarily 
concerned that they grasp the significance of the (>0889 the Resur­
rection, and the indwelling Spirit. The apostles advanced, driven 
by that Spirit ra her than following carefully planned tactics.”1

The representatives at the Whitby meeting of the International Missionary

Council issued the following important statement in this regards

l&oh talk of evangelism and th® planning of evangelistic campaigns 
brings with it the danger that men may come to rely on themselves and 
their own powers as the means by which the kingdom of God will cccjq 
in. It is necessary that the Church should remind itself that it is 
the vJord of God which is quick and powerful, and that it is through 
the Holy Spirit alone that the Word becomes effective unto life.”*

The ter^ptation of the evangelist to trust in himself and not in God 

through His Word, which can only result in the quenching of the Holy 

Spirit, is subtle, and one that must be avoided at all costs.

This stwfy of the Evangelism in Depth program of the Latin Amer­

ica Mission, at the level of theory and practice, has led to an inescap­

able conclusion? it is a highly significant development in and for the 

work of evangelism in Latin America. The program represents workable, 

successful, and Biblical evangelism« Evangelical churches and missions 

in Latin America, including those of the Lutheran Church, will find in 

it sn effective aid to and a valuable source of information for their 

own evangelism program and task.
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when they returned it seemed extremely difficult to secure their ad­
mission into the ministry of the Church. This unfortunate situation has 
improved somewhat in the last decade, but the problem has not yet 
been generally solved. In their regulations on theological training as 
well as on admission to the ministry, the churches formerly treated the 
missions as virtually non-existent, and this attitude will have to change 
when the Church itself begins to engage in mission.

The picture we have drawn of church-mission relationships and the 
first steps being taken towards a clarification of the situation is a very 
complicated one. It could be said that everything is in a state of 
transition—societies improving their relationships with the churches, 
churches on the other hand awakening to their missionary respon­
sibility. But the pluralism on both sides makes it very difficult to find 
a solution. We have seen that such a clarification of the situation may 
be possible only at the highest level. The creation of the Co-operative 
Committee for World Mission gives us reason to hope for further 
advancement. But there will then have to be a much wider follow-up 
in numerous churches as well as societies, and above all, within the 
actual life of thousands and thousands of Christian congregations. At 
this level it will be proved whether ‘society mindedness’, ‘church 
mindedness’ or ‘missionary mindedness’ is at stake. Only if the last 
of the three has a dynamic power can we hope for an improvement of 
co-ordination and co-operation; and along this way lies the road to 
integration.

Th. Müller-Krüger

I
y CALL TO WITNESS

By R. Kenneth Strachan

WE Christians can never escape a continuous sense of concern for 
the task of personal witness and world evangelism, which, we 

believe, has been divinely committed to us. Whatever else we think or 
do, no matter what the nature of our duties and delights in home, 
church and society, sooner or later we have to answer to the insistent 
demands of conscience regarding our stewardship as witnesses to the 
grace of God.

Most of us—clergy and missionaries more so than laymen—are 
constantly convicted of our failure as witnesses. We are troubled by 
the superficiality and inadequacy of our modem programmes and 
methods, and challenged on every hand by the dismaying increase of 
the world’s population and the growing indifference to the message of 
the Church.

Our evangelistic concern becomes more anguished each day because 
of the apocalyptic character of the age in which we live. All our 
Christian institutions are in crisis. The social, political, scientific and 
technological revolution of to-day is challenging the very existence of 
the Church of Christ and calling in question the validity of all its 
traditional patterns of life and witness. Consequently, everything has 
to be rethought in terms of our reason for existence. The essential 
mission of the Church and of each individual Christian must therefore 
be redefined and reaffirmed.

For servants of the Church in lands where the Christian community 
is small and its witness weak, and where the encounter with the over­
whelming forces of unbelief and rejection constitute a daily and 
discouraging experience, this necessity of redefining evangelistic 

' responsibility and fixing priorities becomes the compulsive, imperative, 
inescapable task of the hour.

This was the principal burden that lay upon members of the Latin 
America Mission in the years that followed the end of the Second 
World War. Experience in mass evangelism throughout the continent 
and the lessons taught in the daily discharge of local church and 
missionary responsibilities had strengthened certain convictions 
regarding tried and tested methods of evangelism. But they had also

f
/
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given rise to growing reservations and questions about some aspects of 
present-day mission and church structures and modes of operation.

Foremost was a growing sense of dissatisfaction with the organiza­
tional and institutional structure of the foreign missionary society as 
an instrument, with the established national church, for meeting 
adequately the modern challenge of evangelism. There was no doubt 
that the foreign mission still had important and strategic functions to 
fulfil in most fields. And there was no question but that the needs and 
opportunities were greater than ever. But there was increasing dis­
content with the projects and current use of evangelistic media which 
more and more seemed to represent artificial, top-heavy and piecemeal 
approaches to the job. In tackling the unfinished task, it was instinctive 
to look to the foreigner, or to the dramatic use of modern inventions 
or techniques which would especially capture the imagination of the 
supporting constituency in the home land and appear to promise 
quick and easy returns. But some years of participation in evangelistic 
enterprises which were inspired, financed and executed from abroad, 
had eventually resulted in the conviction that such efforts, while 
helpful in an auxiliary way, did not represent the true solution. The 
main task continued almost untouched.

In any case, the new world situation was spelling out more clearly 
with each passing day the end of an era in missions and the logical 
imperative of the transfer of authority and responsibility from foreign 
mission to national church. The implication of all this weighed heavily 
upon the minds of those who were grappling with the problems of 
effective witness in the exploding continent of Latin America.

An equal source of concern was the pattern of church life, perhaps 
a missionary legacy, which was becoming increasingly common and 
which, it seemed, represented one major cause for the relative failure 
of the Protestant churches to witness effectively to the world around 
them. It was distressing to see churches facing inwards, dedicating 
more and more of their time and energies to self-centred programmes 
that insulated them from the world but also unfortunately cut them oil 
effectively from real contact with needy friends and neighbours. Of 
even greater concern was the growing tendency to depend upon a 
professional ministry, thus relegating to positions of passive irrespon­
sibility the majority of church members. This pattern of static, self- 
centred congregational life raised doubts about the future. There could 
be no great advance for the cause of Christ, no adequate meeting of 
the present-day challenge, as long as this trend continued.

CALL TO WITNESS

A question was also raised by the multiplicity of Protestant bodies 
and agencies in Latin America and the general picture of division, 
competition and confusion which was presented not only to opponents’ 
but also to the indifferent public at large and to hosts of well-disposed 
friends and potential converts. There were sufficient historical and 
other explanations to account for this diversity. Not all of it represented 
failure or weakness: some of it was fundamental to the virility and 
vitality of the Protestant-movement. But looked at from a long-ran^e 
viewpoint, such a situation raised definite obstacles to the forward 
march of the Gospel, and the fact that acceptable paths to ecumenicity 
were not easily trod in no way relieved the problem or lessened the 
obligation to face it.

There were other factors also, too important to omit, but too 
complex to describe in detail. One was the resurgence of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Latin America which, showing new signs of life 
and vitality, presented a new challenge to the evangelical movement 
and raised again the necessity for a careful redefinition of Protestant 
approach and relationship. Another was the continued prolific increase 
and spread of the sects, creating problems of relationship and adding 
to the general religious confusion and disorientation. Then there was 
also the relentless permeation of Marxist and socialist ideas into a soil 
made fertile by economic pressure and political instability. These 
and other factors formed part of the picture. And looming over all 
was the spectacle of a continent caught in the throes of an unparalleled 
population explosion. All this called for a careful revaluation of present 
evangelistic programmes and practices, and for a fresh consecration to 
the task. Could the challenge be met, and if so, how? What was the 
secret of successful expansion? The search for the answers to these 
questions led in various directions.

The progress being made by other groups was studied. Missionary 
travels throughout the Latin American republics furnished oppor­
tunities for a close observation and analysis of both rapid expansion 
and relative stagnation, and of their underlying causes. Any writings 
on the subject were eagerly read. Books such as Roland Allen’s 
Missionary Methods: St Paul's or Ours? and Spontaneous Expansion 
were re-read. Others, such as Donald McGavran’s The Bridges of God, 
Tom Allen’s The Face of My Parish, Harry Boer’s That My House May 
Be Fdled, Hendrik Kraemer’s A Theology of the Laity and, from a 
secular viewpoint, Eric Hoffer’s The True Believer, were extremely 
helpful.
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Eventually such studies and observations led to the drawing up of 
a tentative conclusion which was recorded as follows: the expansion 
of any movement is in direct proportion to its success in mobilizing its 
total membership in continuous propagation of its beliefs. This alone and 
nothing else is the key.

Once this conclusion was phrased, it was no great surprise to discover 
that it led back directly to the norms and practices of the first-century 
Church. Further reflection suggested the additional truth that for an 
expanding movement to retain its essentially Christian character, its 
witness must be carried out in conscious submission to the Word of 
God and to the energizing and directing operation of His Spirit. 
Apart from this, any movement, no matter what its outward profession 
or success, will ultimately depart from course and cease to be truly 
Christian. But the key to successful expansion is the continuous witness 
of the totality of the disciples.

If this was true, then two other questions followed: Is it possible to 
mobilize all Christians? How can it be done? The instinctive answer to 
the first is, of course, to question its feasibility. With the possible 
exception of the first century, and a few isolated and transitory 
examples, history records no continuing success along these lines. 
And the longer established the church, the more marked is the loss of 
momentum in witness. The necessary answer would seem to be no. 
But if such a negative answer is accepted, then the fact must be faced 
that the Church must resign itself to defeat, and the inference must 
be accepted that Christ gave His Church a command that He did not 
expect it to fulfil because it was humanly impossible. The truth of 
the matter is that there has been failure in the past and there may be 
in the future, but for every failure the Church is judged. Fulfilment of 
the command is possible—other groups have demonstrated it to be 
so—therefore the answer must be in the affirmative. The real question 
then is, how?

The effort to elaborate a practical programme of some sort for the 
implementation of the key principle of expansion defined above led 
first of all to setting down certain premises or objectives which, it was 
believed, should be incorporated in the plan. These were:

1. Every Christian without exception, according to his gifts and 
situation, is called upon to be a witness for Christ. The momentum of 
a church in carrying out its witness and in its expansion is directly 
affected by the degree to which its members participate. Therefore 
mobilization of the total membership must be the first goal, even 

though the ultimate result may fall short or it may be necessary in the 
case of older and less dynamic communities—as Tom Allen suggested— 
to depend finally upon an inner core of active disciples.

2. This personal witness must centre in the fellowship and communal 
witness of the local congregation. This involves a recognition of the 
true mission of the local church as a testifying community set down in 
the world, not for purposes of self-seeking or self-defence, but for 
disinterested service and faithful witness in a climate of spiritual 
worship and genuine brotherhood.

3. This individual and communal activity must relate constructively 
to the total witness of the entire Body of Christ. Therefore in some 
practical way, without compromise or blurring of truths, tangible 
witness must be given to the unity of the Body of Christ. Any serious 
consideration of the demands and problems of reaching the world 
around reveals that the job cannot be done by a few professional 
workers or some select body of Christians. It has to be done by the 
joint testimony of the entire community. This is not only a matter of 
the logistics of evangelism (that only the continuous activity of all 
Christians can possibly cope with the problem of reaching a run­
away population), but it is equally a matter of the precise nature of 
the witness that the Church is required to give. If there is only one 
Lord and Saviour and only one Gospel, then it is impossible for many 
groups stressing many distinctives in isolation from each other to give 
a clear and convincing testimony to one unique way of salvation. 
Effectiveness in witness requires some tangible demonstration of unity 
in Christ which need not result in compromise but is essential and 
inescapable. ,

4. The witness of all individuals and communities must aim at 
nothing less than total and complete outreach. The command is ‘to 
every creature’, ‘among all nations’, ‘in all the world’. Only a literal 
acceptance of these terms can command the active enlistment of every 
Christian. Therefore the planned activity for the Christian forces must 
include the specific objective of reaching the entire area. For that 
reason it is advisable to think in terms of natural geographic areas, in 
which the precise responsibility for complete outreach and the problems 
that pertain can be faced and discharged by the resident Christian 
forces.

It was with these basic premises before them that representatives of 
the Latin America Mission began work on a plan of action adaptable 
to the needs and conditions of Latin America. In those days Billy
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Graham’s first visit to the Caribbean had just taken place. The over­
whelming response of peoples from all walks of life and from different 
religious and racial backgrounds had demonstrated once again the 
vast need and opportunity of the continent. Participation in the tour 
had provided the opportunity of observing at close range the methods 
employed for mobilizing large numbers of Christians in efforts which 
were taking place simultaneously in different places. So with this to 
inspire and encourage them, LAM missionaries went ahead with their 
plans.

In general they thought first of the need and potential of bringing 
together the entire Christian leadership of a given area for a retreat in 
which—as they waited on the Lord—primary consideration could be 
given to the evangelistic task that remained to be done. This would 
logically inaugurate a preparatory stage of mobilization, in which 
every effort would be made to publicize the programme, organize the 
necessary committees, and get the movement under way. Most im­
portant would be the formation of hundreds of small prayer cells, 
small units of two or three persons meeting regularly in homes and 
other places to pray for the evangelization of their country. Each of 
these cells would subsequently serve as a nucleus for Bible study, for 
informal witness and visitation, and for active participation in the 
organized evangelistic efforts throughout the year.

A second stage to follow immediately would involve an intensive 
training programme, organized according to local conditions on 
denominational or interdenominational lines, and aimed at enlisting 
and training hundreds of Christians for active service in the witness 
of the Church and in the nation-wide movement of evangelism. 
During this stage it was hoped that a special ministry of teaching 
could be carried out in many of the local churches with a view to 
imparting to pastors and their congregations a new vision of the 
potential of the Christian community for true service and witness.

The next phase of the programme would see a series of formal 
evangelistic efforts organized and carried out according to the demands 
and opportunities of the local situation. House-to-house visitation, 
open-air evangelism, literature distribution, special approaches to 
special groups, local church conferences and united evangelistic 
crusades, would all be combined for the purpose of mobilizing the 
greatest possible number of Christians, making the strongest possible 
impact upon the entire area or nation, and embarking the Christian 
community upon a practice of continuous outreach and activity.

These efforts, carried out over a period of months, would require 
careful following up. New converts would need instruction, new 
prospects should be visited, new congregations that had been organized 
would need to be consolidated, and new areas opened to the Gospel 
would have to be entered. Of equal importance was the need to con­
solidate the gains made in fellowship and co-operation between the 
different Protestant groups. And hundreds of Christians who had 
been drawn into active witness and service would need encouragement 
and further training. In the final analysis, the success of the entire 
movement would have to be measured, not by the attendance at the 
crusades or the number of decisions, but by the continued dynamic 
witness of Christians and churches.

Once the plan was drawn up, it was necessary to find a name for it 
to distinguish it from traditional evangelistic activities of the past. 
Somehow the words ‘Evangelism in Depth’ came to mind and were 
used as a title heading for the first rough draft of the plan. The term 
stuck and has been in use ever since.

Evangelism in Depth has been hailed by some as a new strategy of 
evangelism. But in fact it involves nothing basically new. If there is 
anything different about it, it is perhaps the fact that it represents a 
formal effort to relate in a long-range programme the best elements of 
personal witness and mass evangelism, integrated in the continuous 
testimony of the local church and linked to the total witness of the 
entire Body of Christ. It also involves a challenge to all Christian 
bodies to plan and carry out their respective evangelistic programmes 
in a simultaneous, co-ordinated effort aimed at the ultimate goal that 
the Great Commission enjoins. To many individuals, moreover, it 
comes as a personal summons to take the Lord’s command seriously 
and to adventure with other Christians in obedient involvement and 
witness in the world.

Once the plan was drawn up, the question arose where to make the 
first attempt to put it into practice. In Costa Rica, field headquarters of 
the LAM? That familiar adage about a prophet in his own country 
raised doubts. Where then? Neighbouring Nicaragua presented a 
possibility. It was near enough. The Protestant movement in the 
country, while not large, was fairly robust and Nicaraguan Christians 
were characterized by a simple faith and ready spirit. Some fourteen 
Protestant groups were at work in the country, representing the usual 
differences in theological and ecclesiastical conviction and outlook. 
But the obstacles to co-operation were not insurmountable. Moreover,
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in spite of the customary political unrest, there was a prevailing liberal 
atmosphere that offered ample guarantee of religious liberty. Finally, 
and most important, was the fact that Nicaraguan Christians them­
selves were convinced that God’s time had come for a forward evan­
gelistic thrust of some sort.

On the other hand, the size of the country (larger than the State of 
Pennsylvania and practically the size of England), the limited resources 
of the Nicaraguan churches, and the fact that in those same days the 
Church of Rome had launched a nation-wide ‘Holy Mission’, called 
for a careful consideration and counting of the cost. It would not be 
easy, but it was feasible. In any case, an experimental effort must be 
attempted somewhere. Preliminary contacts and explorations with 
representatives of the churches there and subsequent developments 
eventually produced the assurance that this was the direction in which 
the Lord was leading.

It is beyond the compass of this brief presentation to tell the story 
of what took place in that first effort, or in later similar movements 
in Costa Rica and Guatemala. The story of the first is recorded in 
the book, Evangelism in Depth, published by the Moody Press of 
Chicago. It included defeats as well as successes, disappointments as 
well as rejoicings, but more of the latter than of the former. There were 
many outstanding incidents that highlighted the seven-month effort. 
Never to be forgotten was the four-day pastors’ retreat held on the 
outskirts of the village of Masatepe. For the first time in the history 
of the Protestant movement in that republic, leaders from all the 
different groups were met together. They experienced there a melting 
of hearts, a drawing together in prayer and fellowship, and a fresh 
vision of their task, that could be attributed only to the Holy Spirit. 
In the weeks that followed, they saw with amazement hundreds of 
Christians from every denomination sitting together, memorizing the 
Scriptures, training for active service; they led them out in house-to- 
house visitation that carried them from the squares of their towns or 
villages to the countryside beyond; they rejoiced in the spectacle of 
multitudes listening to the Gospel as it was proclaimed in the series of 
united crusades that was held in strategic centres throughout the 
country; and they led their people out in parades and demonstrations 
that made a mighty impact upon the watching spectators.

None who participated or watched those Nicaraguan Christians as 
' they marched through the streets of their cities will ever forget it. 

There was something in that dignified and brave witness for Christ
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that brought tears to the eyes and evoked a vision of aaiiinrudes in 
blood-washed garments marching before the throne on nirh. There 
would be also the memory of the sound of singing, as di.visaads lifted 
their voices in the song they had been singing for mcniiis-

We shall win Nicaragua for Jesus 
If together we battle for Him . ..

That first experiment came to a swift end. It is net accessary to 
describe the results, but team members of the Latin America Mission 
were encouraged to believe that Evangelism in Depth was feasible and 
worthy of attempting in other countries as well. What bad taken place 
in Nicaragua was sufficiently exciting to warrant the belief that it 
might very well represent a programme of united action to meet the 
challenge of the hour.

Reports of these experiments in Evangelism in Depth have awakened 
a widespread interest that was completely unexpected. It was not so 
great a surprise to receive letters of enquiry and invitation from other 
Latin American republics. But there was correspondence from other 
parts of the world as well. ‘Is this practical for Japan?’ wrote one 
missionary. Similar enquiries have come from Singapore, Vietnam, 
the Philippines, India, Africa, Spain and many other countries. Some 
local churches in the United States have even inaugurated programmes 
of Evangelism in Depth.

There were also expressions of appreciation from church and 
mission leaders. Kenneth Taylor of the Moody Press wrote:

Is not this more and more what is needed abroad? Not that missionaries will be 
depended on to do the witnessing, but to help release the enormous Holy Spirit 
energy that is in every Christian congregation everywhere throughout the world? 
This, of course, is no new idea, because it has been quietly and increasingly develop­
ing for many years; perhaps all that I am doing is reminding myself of the utter logic 
of what is going on ... and what I think should soon go on in several other countries.

Special encouragement came from Arthur Glasser. Home Director 
for North America of the China Inland Mission Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship. Describing Evangelism in Depth as an entirely new 
dimension in evangelism, he wrote:

What could be more dead-centre to all the debate abnm mjss'ncary strategy? 
Not the Western missionary going on his own, but the Wesun missetary identified 
with the national church as it moves out in all directions----- hr present missionary
thinking, I see nothing comparable with its vision and nynimic . .. This marks 
a heartening break-through in the sinful tangle of inertia that ns ¿esysf.for so long 
h e advance of the Gospel both at home and overseas.
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Whether the programme of Evangelism in Depth developed in 
Latin America is adaptable to other parts of the world remains to 
be seen. Perhaps this report will encourage experiments elsewhere. It 
should at least serve to focus attention on three simple propositions 
which ask to-day for conscientious and prayerful consideration. 
These are :

First, that the Great Commission with its universal goals must be 
taken seriously and that the primary Christian task in the world to-day 
must be the faithful, obedient discharge of that responsibility.

Second, that the key to the successful fulfilment of the Great Com­
mission lies in the mobilization of every Christian, for the expansion 
of any movement is in direct proportion to its success in mobilizing 
its membership for continuous propagation of its beliefs.

Third, that as Christians in given areas face up to this imperative 
and accept its conditions, they will discover the secret of abundant 
and fruitful living, of happy fellowship with other Christians, of 
ioyous and meaningful involvement in the world and worthwhile 
service for Christ.

Evangelism in Depth, therefore, represents more than a strategy 
or a plan. It represents a call—God’s call, perhaps—for a believing 
reconsecration to the dynamic, united daily witness that He- has 
ordained for His people, by which He can speak to the world in its 
present agony. This is His call to the Christian to-day who waits for 
the return of His Lord, and even while he says, ‘Come quickly, Lord 
Jesus, come’.

R. Kenneth Strachan

CALL TO WITNESS—BUT WHAT
KIND OF WITNESS?
By Victor E. W. Hayward

THE foregoing account of ‘Evangelism in Depth’ in Latin America 
raises for me a profound issue. I have a great appreciation of the 
sincerity and dedication of Dr Strachan. It is just because this campaign 

has been outstandingly successful along its own lines that I feel it 
proper to make this the occasion for challenging the fundamental 
assumptions and implications of this type of evangelism. (The first 
person is used in this paper because I write as representing, not an 
organization, but only those who may share my theological position.) 
I am raising a question which would seem deeply to divide Christians, 
all of whom regard witness to the Gospel as the supreme privilege 
and responsibility of their lives. This matter of grave disagreement, 
in spite of the evangelical loyalties and beliefs we hold in common, is 
something which we obviously ought to think through together.

There are important points on which we completely agree. Like Dr 
Strachan, I am convinced that ‘the social, political, scientific and 
technological revolution of to-day is challenging the very existence of 
the Church of Christ and calling in question the validity of all its 
traditional patterns of life and witness. Consequently everything has 
to be rethought in terms of our reason for existence.’ He is surely right 
in speaking of evangelism in terms of witness, witness both individual 
and corporate, the witness made by persons to the grace of God. A 
task so related to the raison d'être of the Church does indeed demand a 
mobilization of the entire membership of the churches. All church 
members have to be concerned with the evangelization of the world. 
And the churches themselves, not missionaries from outside, must 
be the basic agency of mission. I am wholly with Dr Strachan in his call 
to a united and total witness of the Christian community in every place.

Where, then, do we differ? The fundamental issue is this: Is the 
correlate of the Gospel the world or the Church? That is to say, do we 
preach salvation as good news for the Church, or as good news for the 
world? Is the primary movement of evangelism the winning of people 
into the Church, or the taking of the Gospel into the world? Of course 
the result of conversion will be the adding of members to the Church.

14 iôï-
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But is that a by-product, or the fundamental end in view? To elucidate 
this, we shall have to ask questions about the nature of our witness— 
its content, motivation and objective.

I can address myself only to the impressions made on me by reading 
this report, and must ask to be forgiven if these are erroneous. I can 
find no evidence, save with respect to the mobilization of witness, of 
that radical rethinking which Dr Strachan admits to be necessary. 
Indeed, he himself confesses that Evangelism in Depth ‘involves 
nothing basically new ’. But it will certainly need to, if it is to show an 
understanding why there is a ‘growing indifference to the message of 
the Church’, and be regarded as a genuine ‘penetration in depth’.

Let me at the outset, however, anticipate certain misconceptions of 
what I shall be trying to say. I wish to state clearly that I am not 
preaching universalism. There are many things which the Scriptures 
leave in mystery, and Christian thinkers have always found it necessary 
to hold both to the ultimate triumph of God’s redemptive purposes, 
and to the reality of man’s God-given freedom either to receive or to 
reject the divine grace. We must never minimize the gravity of that 
decision to which men are always called when Christ confronts them, 
nor deny the need for rebirth before men can enter the Kingdom of 
God.

Secondly, nothing I say will imply that man can ever build that 
Kingdom. It is God’s gift, and cannot possibly be man’s achievement. 
There is no straight line from human endeavour, even in that Kingdom’s 
service, into the accomplishment of God’s plans for mankind. The 
Gospel tells of God’s acts and promises.

And thirdly, I fully recognize that men must be called out of the 
world before they can be sent as Christ’s ambassadors into it. It is 
God who has called the Church into being, and the citizenship of the 
pilgrim people of God is in heaven. But here on earth they have a 
mission to fulfil. They are a vital part, yet only a part, of God’s plan 
to redeem a fallen world.

The Message of the Gospel

The Gospel neither changes nor needs to change; there can be no 
disagreement on that. We witness to our Saviour, Jesus Christ, we 
have glorious good news of Him to tell. On that, thank God, we are 
all united. But have we been preaching this Gospel as it requires to be 
preached?

Is Christ the Saviour of the world, or Saviour only of the Church? 
Is He the Saviour only of ‘them that believe’, the Lord only of the 
Church? Or is He ‘the Saviour of all men’, though ‘especially of them 
that believe’, and Lord of the world, as well as of the Church? Do we 
proclaim His coming as a secular, or as a religious event? Is His salva­
tion a means of escape for men’s souls from this wicked world, or 
dare we announce ‘the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ’? Do we speak of the redemption of men’s bodies and minds, as 
well as of their souls—in other words, of their total personalities in all 
their relationships with their environment both here and hereafter? 
Or have we lost sight of the concern of the Creator for the whole of 
the secular world He has made?

The question is, how big is our Gospel? Do we proclaim, as of 
secular importance, that the Jesus Christ who came will come again, 
to be made manifest as the One through whom God has been reconciling 
all things to Himself, as God’s appointed centre for all creation, as the 
meaning of the total history of all mankind? Do we proclaim Him as 
the Word through whom all things were created, and as Him who is 
even now ruling in this world, though His rule is hidden and will be 
universally acknowledged only at the End? Does His reign apply to 
secular affairs? Does His salvation concern more than individual souls? 
The fact that Christ is our personal Saviour does not mean that He is 
our private Saviour. We are clear about this in respect of ourselves as 
individual Christians. But are we equally clear that Christ is not the 
private Saviour of His Church?

There is an evangelism which, in limiting its proclamation to a call 
to individual conversion, seems to leave out of account whole sections 
of biblical doctrine. The creatorship of God obviously implies His 
interest in the whole range of human life, man’s science, art and in­
dustry, his social and political life. The need for redemption from god­
lessness—though not from freedom from ecclesiastical control—of each 
of these spheres is but a claim upon His greater concern. The tremen­
dous prophetic demands in the Old Testament are surely not to be 
narrowed down within the Christian Church simply to a demand for 
individual morality and kindness. In apostolic preaching the Resurrec­
tion of Christ is proclaimed as a secular event, albeit revealed only to 
faith, manifesting God’s intention to vindicate Himself upon the earth. 
As a theologian has wisely remarked:

Our confession of the Risen One is not genuine if it does not immediately and 
naturally place us in an attitude of responsibility for the terrestrial reality in which
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we find ourselves according to God’s ordinance. For the event of the Resurrection 
cuts off any escape into spiritual or religious worlds above and beyond . ... no such 
Platonic cloud-cuckoo land exists. Everything is decided in this world. Our individual 
destiny cannot be separated from the destiny of this earth, the destiny of our race, 
and the destiny of all mankind of which our race is a part (Karl Heim).

The scope of Christ’s redemption is as universal as the total life of 
mankind as a whole. ‘I have come that they may have life, and may 
have it abundantly’—in all its fullness (John 10:10). Does this not 
apply to life in this world here and now? Or are Christians concerned 
to live here only so as to be individually ready for real life hereafter? 
And how do we understand such statements as, ‘As the issue of one 
misdeed was condemnation for all men, so the issue of one just act is 
acquittal and life for all men’, or ‘For God hath shut up all into dis­
obedience’—both Jew and Gentile—‘that he might have mercy upon 
all’, or ‘As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive 
(Rom. 5:18; 11:32. 1 Cor. 15:22)? St Paul sees Christ as the head of a 
new redeemed humanity, more than retrieving all that had been lost 
through Adam’s fall. Could the election to salvation of only a small 
minority of souls represent that triumph of divine grace and love which 
moved the apostle to such a rhapsody of praise at the conclusion of his 
whole argument in Romans 1-11?

The Motivation of Witness

Secondly, what is the motivation for our witness? Is our witness 
made for the sake of the Church, or for the sake of the world? Do we 
invite people into the Church because it is only within the believing 
community that the effects of the Gospel can be enjoyed? Or are 
Christians commissioned to preach to all and sundry the good news 
that, whether they believe it or not, they now live within a world for 
which the Son of God has died and which God is even now reconciling 
to Himself? Is Christ the Light of the Church, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of believing people, the Bread of God that gives 
life to the Christian community, in short, the Saviour of an elect 
minority? Or do we proclaim Him to the world because we know, with 
St John, that He is no less than ‘the Light of the World’, ‘the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world’, ‘the Bread of God that 
gives life to the world’—in short, ‘the Saviour of the world (John 8:12, 
1:29; 6:33; 4:42)?

I submit that these questions are not unfair, addressed to any 
evangelism which gives the clear impression that fundamentally it 

preaches so that the movement organized in Christian churches may 
successfully expand. Is it true that many Christians to-day are far 
clearer about the Church’s need to evangelize than they are of the 
world’s need to be evangelized? Do not the churches give every appear­
ance of being concerned with the churches, and not with the world, 
except in so far as the world contains potential church members? 
Whether rightly or wrongly, the impression I have after reading about 
‘Evangelism in Depth’ is that the motivation of this call to the churches 
to unite is that they may be more effective in winning all possible into 
the Church, because all the world outside is doomed to perdition. 
Yet it was the world for which, in love, God sent His only Son. And 
through His providential ordering of secular events He often ac­
complishes suddenly and swiftly things for which missionaries have 
laboured for generations relatively in vain. In China to-day, for 
example, millions upon millions of peasants are being taught to read; 
they know the names of Mao Tse-tung and of Lenin; they are much 
nearer than ever before to being able to understand the significance of 
a choice for or against Jesus Christ. Is not this just the kind of thing 
we ought to expect—and tell the world to expect?

The error behind our church-centred, instead of world-centred 
thinking, repeats the same terrible mistake made by the Jews as God’s 
chosen people, when they mistook election for witness, service and 
suffering as being election for self-centred privilege. God’s promise 
was that through Abraham and his descendants ‘all the nations of the 
earth’ were to be blessed. Isaiah had thus prophesied of God’s will for 
His Suffering Servant: ‘It is too light a thing that thou shouldest be 
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved 
of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that my 
salvation may be unto the ends of the earth.’ Yet when St Paul, in 
making his defence before the Jewish crowd in the temple, came to the 
place where he recounted that the Lord had said to him, ‘Depart, for 
I will send thee forth far hence unto the Gentiles’, it was those words 
which caused a fresh riot.

Election means not God’s choosing of privileged favourites for 
salvation, but His selective purpose in calling men to be the instruments 
of His plan of redemption for all mankind. The God ‘who willeth that 
all men should be saved’ (1 Tim. 2:4) has called the Church to under­
stand, proclaim, and witness to His mighty acts of salvation for the 
whole human race. And these words of our Lord apply as much to the 
Church as to individual Christians: ‘Whosoever would save his life
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shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the 
Gospel’s shall save it’ (Mark 8 ;35). The tragedy is that so often the 
churches appear to be concerned, not with the world, but with their 
own existence—and, not unnaturally, the world regards them as quite 
irrelevant. Whereas if the churches ‘lost their life’ in their concern to 
make known, by word and deed, the Gospel as good news for the world, 
they would become relevant again. They would then not only provoke 
hostility and persecution, but would also inevitably grow.

The Objective of Witness

Our question here must be, Is our witness made to individuals or to 
the world?. As Dr Strachan notes, the command to witness is ‘to every 
creature’, ‘among all nations’, ‘in all the world’. A more literal render­
ing of the Greek, however, makes a very important point still clearer. 
The disciples of Jesus are bidden ‘to preach the Gospel to the whole 
creation’ (Mark 16:15), ‘to disciple all the nations’ (Matt. 28:19), and 
‘to preach the Gospel to all the nations’ (Luke 24:47). Thus we come 
to our third point. The objective of witness is all creation, or all the 
nations. Surely this indicates that the Gospel is addressed, not to 
isolated individuals here and there, but essentially to men in their 
social and corporate structures of existence. It is a legitimate inference 
that the proclamation of the Gospel is to be related to the groupings 
of nation, community, occupation, culture and religion, in which men 
actually live. Witness is therefore to be made to, as well as within, those 
natural groupings and settings in human life. And when individuals 
within these various types of community respond to the Gospel, they 
then become the ‘first-fruits’ of the Gospel in that place, the ‘leaven in 
the lump’, a priestly nucleus within that community to offer, on behalf 
of the community, sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving to God. For 
in its worship, as in all else, the Church is a pars pro toto, and is called 
upon to identify itself, as did its Lord, with all mankind in its struggles 
and its sinfulness.

The essence of mission is thus to cross the various boundaries which 
empirically separate men from one another, declaring to them that in 
Christ all the walls that divide men from each other are already broken 
down, for He is the head of one new humanity. From the side of the 
Christian, the Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist or Communist is already ‘the 
brother for whom Christ died’. This being so, the Church’s witness to 
the Gospel will be faithful only if it is addressed to mankind section by 

section, telling each of God’s good news for the human race as a whole. 
We have given all too little thought to understanding and explaining 
how the Gospel is relevant to all the different areas of human existence. 
What are the new perspectives it opens up; what are the differences 
Christ can reconcile; how can the power of a new life in Him, a new 
‘courage to be’, transform this and that situation? And how startlingly 
relevant to all is the unchanging Gospel that God in Christ is reconcil­
ing men into a unity which they seek in vain outside Christ! Preaching 
along these lines would be evidence of real rethinking, though not of a 
new Gospel. And only in this way shall we be able effectively to preach 
Christ as the head of a new redeemed humanity, with all its secular 
concerns, and not simply as the Lord of the Church.

The Gospel’s Relevance

I have no knowledge of Nicaragua. Recently, however, I visited 
British Guiana, Brazil and Chile. My thesis could equally well be 
illustrated from Africa and Asia, but I deliberately confine myself to 
Latin America.

In British Guiana I found the churches unable to make any effective 
witness to a tragic situation for which the Gospel has indeed the 
needed word of reconciliation. For the churches, alas, like the rest of 
the community, were divided into Indian and African groupings. 
Their witness had not been related to the realities and needs of the 
social and racial situation in their country. To attempt so to relate 
it now would be to incur the inevitable and grave suspicion that 
religion was being used in purely political interests. What a tragedy!

In Brazil and Chile the thinking young people from Christian homes, 
especially those who had been college-trained, who felt deeply the 
natural idealistic and self-sacrificing concern that young people have 
for social justice and the welfare of ‘the people’, were becoming 
estranged from the churches. Their hearts were torn because the 
churches could not or would not give them guidance as to their social 
responsibilities in a revolutionary situation. Nor was it only young 
people who found themselves in this position. One or two respected 
church leaders spoke to me in similar terms. Did they have to become 
communists if they were to do anything effective for their people, in 
accordance with their Christian conscience? The pastors, for their 
part, were willing to preach ‘only Christ’, lest they should be found 
implying that anything other than the preaching of the ‘simple Gospel’
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was required to save mankind. But what Christ were they preaching? 
The churches looked with unhappiness and suspicion upon such young 
people as I have described. Were they not drifting away from the 
Christian faith? The reality is that such young men and women are 
desperately concerned to relate their Christian faith to the social, 
economic and political conditions of their country. They are aware of 
the same kind of injustices and social needs as moved the Old Testament 
prophets to their burning pronouncements of the will of the Lord. 
They rightly feel that Christian discipleship must include some kind of 
political involvement.

I am aware that part of the reason for the present state of affairs 
among the churches of Latin America is their former rejection of the 
so-called ‘social Gospel’ of an earlier day. That rejection was justified, 
since the message of that movement was less than biblical in its optim­
ism concerning human nature and human progress, and in its failure 
to take seriously that tragedy of fallen humanity which only God’s act 
of atonement could radically cure. This explanation, however, does not 
negative the question whether to-day’s evangelism is not equally 
unbiblical in implicitly denying, rather than affirming, the Lordship of 
Christ over the world. For however successful ‘Evangelism in Depth’ 
is in uniting the churches and filling the churches, the real question is: 
What responsibility will the churches have to carry if those who are 
most unselfishly concerned for the well-being of their fellow men reject 
the Christian faith as irrelevant in their revolutionary world, fit only to 
foster individual and self-regarding piety?

The question therefore which, as I see it, evangelicals need to think 
and pray through with other evangelicals is this: When we preach the 
Gospel, do we tell men only of a personal salvation offered to those 
who have faith, or do we declare to them that in Christ God has already 
performed a mighty act to win back this fallen world into the joy of 
His purposes? For God commissioned His Church with the good news 
of what He has already done to reconcile the world to Himself, and a 
declaration that the kingdoms of this world are to become the kingdom 
of His Son. In Christ, the age to come is already here. Admittedly, this 
salvation can never be fully appropriated without personal faith. 
But the benefits of Christ’s victory are already flowing, like a Gulf­
stream, into the tides of human history, affecting the climate in which 
all men live. Is not our good news that it is God’s purpose to create 
and grant precisely this—a new earth, as well as a new heaven?

Victor E. W. Hayward

A FURTHER COMMENT
By R. Kenneth Strachan

WITH regard to Mr Hayward’s criticism, I would like first to 
express appreciation for its considerate tone and approach. I 

am in agreement with him that it is imperative that we re-examine 
carefully the fundamental presuppositions that underlie the Church’s 
mission in the modern world, and that we face frankly certain basic 
differences of conviction on the matter which divide Christians to-day. 
His paper is most helpful in focusing upon this, and therefore greatly 
appreciated. '

Time and restrictions of space do not permit a detailed review of 
Mr Hayward’s paper. I am glad for his preliminary affirmations—that 
he is not advocating universalism, nor implying that man can ever 
build the Kingdom; that men must be born again to enter the King­
dom ; that they must be called out of the world before they can be sent 
as Christ’s ambassadors into it; and that the Gospel they are to preach 
is changeless.

I am also ready to admit that there are emphases within our con­
servative-evangelical circles which contribute to an ultra-individualistic, 
falsely pietistic, church-centred way of thought and life that con­
stitutes an imperfect and somewhat distorted representation of our 
sacred calling and mission in Christ. These tend unconsciously to form 
the underlying, presuppositions that may produce a narrow under­
standing of God’s redemptive purposes and a tendency to isolate the 
Church from the world. They may also limit our evangelistic goals 
and methods and contribute to the legitimate charge of the Church’s 
relative irrelevancy in the world to-day. Evangelism in Depth, however, 
is to some extent a reaction against, rather than the creature of, such 
thinking, and in its elaboration there was at least some awareness of 
the weaknesses and deficiencies of traditional conservative evangelism.

On the other hand, there are certain statements or implications in 
Mr Hayward’s paper which I find difficult to accept, if I have understood 
correctly their full import.

Possibly his purpose is to focus clearly upon the issues, but in doing 
so it would seem that he has shown a tendency throughout to create a 
false dichotomy between the world and the Church, and consequently



INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF MISSIONS
A FURTHER COMMENT 211

to thrust upon the reader choices that do not necessarily follow. This 
seems to be the case as he phrases the fundamental issue in the question, 
‘Is the correlate of the Gospel the world or the Church?’ Whether or 
not this is indeed the fundamental issue, can anyone really answer that 
question in the either-or fashion which Mr Hayward seems to demand?

Must we not recognize that, regardless of failures in its attitudes or 
conduct, the Church of the present age is in the world, and that the 
Gospel has been entrusted to it for the world? So that the Gospel is 
not a correlate of either the Church or the world, but rather relates 
through the Church to the world. There is therefore no real choice.

The real crux of the matter, I think, is highlighted by him in the 
questions that need to be asked regarding the nature of our witness— 
its content, motivation and objective. It would seem that here, rather 
than in the answer to the previous question, we come to grips with the 
fundamental issues. But his formulation of the questions again is 
objectionable, since they do not present true and logical alternatives. 
Let me use Mr Hayward’s headings.

The Message of the Gospel

As to content, he has a right to raise the question, how big is our 
Gospel? Indeed, the conviction has been growing that Christ’s intent 
regarding the preaching of the Gospel and His promises regarding 
the outcome of such a proclamation have a far wider outreach and 
consequence than many of us have seen or believed. There is, as Mr 
Hayward has pointed out, much Scripture that we tend to overlook.

But here again I find myself reacting to the formulation of the 
problem in such questions as, ‘Is Christ the Saviour of the world or 
Saviour only of the Church?’ Are we being faced here with a choice 
between a doctrine of limited atonement on the one hand, or one of 
broad universalism on the other? On the basis of his previous remarks, 
I am sure that Mr Hayward would not defend the latter; but by the 
same token, I have no desire to defend the former.

As far as the content of our witness in evangelism is concerned, are 
there not rather two other questions to be asked: first, what is essenti­
ally the Gospel? And second, what of the Gospel is it essential to preach 
to the world?

No one will deny that the Gospel has implications that go far beyond 
the individual and the Church, that embrace all of creation and the 
whole range of human life. How can we seek or speak of the redemption 

of men’s souls without thinking also of their bodies and minds in their 
environment? How can we dissociate this life from the next, or the next 
from this? But not only must all this be recognized, but we must 
determine precisely what the Gospel has to say of this life in this 
world, as well as of life in the next.

And here there is the danger that either party may overlook whole 
sections of Scripture while stressing others. A Gospel that is limited 
to a chosen few, that is hedged about with the consciousness of election 
and exclusion, must be widened to include the broader promises and 
prophecies of God in the ultimate accomplishment of His redemptive 
purpose. But any interpretation of the ultimate outreach of the Gospel 
which overlooks or minimizes the conditions of repentance and regener­
ation which God has specified needs also to be corrected in the light 
of Scripture.

When Mr Hayward affirms that ‘the scope of Christ’s redemption is 
as universal as the total life of man’, what does he mean? If he is refer­
ring to its potential universal efficacy and its bearing upon all human 
existence, then there is no basic divergence between us. But if he 
thereby allows for the benefits of redemption to accrue to vast portions 
of mankind apart from the conditions of appropriation laid down; 
if God’s ultimate triumph is affirmed by conveniently overlooking 
the demands of God which result in conflict, judgment and punishment, 
then there is indeed a basic difference of conviction.

The problems involved in God’s present apparent defeat and in the 
how of His ultimate triumph are not to be minimized, but they are 
beyond us. We can take comfort in such Scriptures as John 10:10; 
Romans 5:18 and 11:32; and 1 Corinthians 15:22, and accept by faith 
that somehow, sometime, God’s Person will be vindicated. But we 
dare not read into them more than what, in the light of other revela­
tion, they contain. Surely we have no basis, therefore, to ignore or 
belittle the mysteries of evil, conflict, and rejection which do result in 
divine judgment and eternal destruction according to the teaching of 
Scripture, but which somehow will not thwart God’s ultimate victory 
of grace as well as righteousness.

Typical of this oversight is the final statement, ‘God commissioned 
His Church with the good news of what He has already done to re­
concile the world to Himself, and a declaration that the kingdoms of 
this world are to become the Kingdom of His Son’. What seems to be 
ignored here is the process by which this takes place, and the passage 
referred to (Rev. 11:15) makes clear, I think, that it is not merely
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through a pronouncement of a reconciliation provided (which can 
never become effective until accepted), nor even through a response 
of personal faith, but actually through the blood and fire of judgment 
and conquest. (1 Cor. 15:24, 25; Rev. 11:18; 19:11-21).

The second question in connexion with the content of our witness 
is a practical one. I believe that Mr Hayward will recognize the validity 
of such a question—at least for a missionary evangelist with a job to 
do in Latin America. Let us grant that the Gospel has an outreach 
that goes beyond our comprehension thus far. But in the initial efforts 
to communicate this Gospel to the world, we must determine what is 
essential to that first preaching, and what must be left for a subsequent 
teaching on the part of the Church.

I cannot help feeling that the emphasis on the simple basic facts of 
the Gospel is not merely practically and psychologically essential and 
sound, but that it is in the final analysis theologically correct. Does not 
this characterize the witness and preaching of the apostles? Does not 
the Apostle Paul sum up his proclamation of the Gospel very simply 
in such words as: ‘You know that I kept back nothing that was for 
your good: I delivered the message to you; I taught you in public and 
in your homes; with Jews and pagans alike I insisted on repentance 
before God and trust in our Lord Jesus’ (Acts 20:20, 21). ‘And now, 
my brothers, I must remind you of the gospel that I preached to you ... 
that Christ died for our sins, in accordance with the scriptures; that he 
was buried; that he was raised to life . . .’ (1 Cor. 15:1-4).

Therefore it does not seem to me a fair demand to make of any 
organized evangelistic effort, that it bring forth in its initial presenta­
tions more than those basic facts of the Gospel which are required to 
command that response which God desires and exacts. Anything more 
tends to cumber and confuse. The remainder belongs to the subsequent 
teaching ministry of the Church and of its shepherds.

The Motivation of Witness

Here again we are faced with one of those either-or questions. ‘Is 
our witness made for the sake of the Church, or for the sake of the 
world?’ Mr Hayward gets the impression that the former motivates the 
movement of Evangelism in Depth. But is the question fair? Does he 
not read into the ‘Church’ a definition of his own as a sheltered, selfish, 
privileged and exclusive community?

A proper definition of the ‘Church’ would, I suspect, alter the
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significance of the question considerably. But even so, are we still not 
wide of the mark? Is not the proper motivation that love and obedience 
that seeks to bring men not to the Church but to Christ Himself? And, 
if I may suggest it, world-centred thinking is not the true corrective 
to a church-centredness which threatens to bring Christendom into 
‘the same terrible mistake made by the Jews as God’s chosen people, 
when they mistook election for witness ... as being election for self- 
centred privilege’. Christ-centred love and obedience is the only 
effective antidote.

Be that as it may, let us recognize the Church’s besetting sin of self- 
centredness and self-seeking, and the probability of mixed motivation 
in any evangelistic movement, including Evangelism in Depth. But I 
wonder if Mr Hayward is not demanding of Evangelism in Depth a 
measure of disinterestedness that goes beyond that of other human 
organizations or movements.

The Objective of Witness

A third question raised is whether our witness must be directed to 
individuals or to the world. Mr Hayward’s conclusion is that the 
objective of witness is all creation, ‘that the Gospel is addressed, not 
to isolated individuals here and there, but essentially to men in their 
social and corporate structures of existence’. Perhaps it is only a matter 
of emphasis, but here again it would seem essential to underline the 
fact that it is to men individually in the social and corporate structures 
of their existence that the Gospel must come, and this with a view to 
their fulfilling of their mission on behalf of their fellow men. But the 
point of contact must always be an individual one.

Mr Hayward argues that it is ‘a legitimate inference that the pro­
clamation of the Gospel is to be related to the actual groupings of 
nation, community, occupation, culture and religion, in which men 
actually live’. He then concludes, ‘This being so, the Church’s witness 
to the Gospel will be faithful only if it is addressed to mankind section 
by section, telling each of God’s good news for the human race as a 
whole’.

Speaking as a missionary evangelist with a job to do here in Latin 
America, I would like to ask Mr Hayward just how in actual practice 
(particularly where evangelicals constitute a small minority) such a 
witness as he proposes could be carried out? And how would he square 
this with the apostolic pattern of witness directed to the individual
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in the midst of his family, the household, the community or the 
multitude, but ever to him as an individual?

The Gospel’s Relevance

A final criticism is made of the relative irrelevance in the world of 
to-day of traditional evangelistic efforts and even of movements like 
Evangelism in Depth. Undoubtedly we must all, like the disciples of 
old, lament and question the causes of our impotence in the world 
to-day. And there is much to be done in making both Church and 
Gospel relevant to the age in which we live. But the question can be 
legitimately asked: In what ways is the Church to relate to the world 
in its needs? And by what measure—the world’s judgment or the 
judgment of Him Who calls and sends forth—is the degree of our 
relevancy to be determined? Tn stewards, it is required that a man be 
found faithful’, and in the final reckoning the degree of our faithfulness 
in adhering to the terms of our mission will determine the extent of 
our relevancy in the world.

As Mr Hayward has indicated, those engaged in movements of 
Evangelism in Depth in Latin America do encounter the same frustrat­
ing difficulties of contributing in a relevant way to the needs of the day. 
But their success will certainly not be less than that thus far experienced 
by the different church bodies in those same countries. The chances 
are that it may be considerably more.

In the last month in Guatemala, as the initial movement of Evangel­
ism in Depth came to its end, the President of the Republic, accom­
panied by members of his cabinet, attended four separate meetings in 
which the Gospel was preached. On the last day—a day in which his 
own air force had risen in revolt against him—more than forty thousand 
Guatemalans who had gathered in the Olympic Stadium saw their 
president give public recognition of the relevancy for his country, in 
the midst of all her troubles, of the faith proclaimed by this small 
minority of her citizens.

Such an incident falls far short of signifying any vital impact of 
the Gospel in contributing to the solution of Guatemala’s political 
problems. But it did highlight at least one significant result of the 
movement of Evangelism in Depth in that republic, namely, that it had 
caught the ear and attention of those in power, and that, for the 
moment at least, they were open to what the Gospel had to say to 
them and to their country.

Undoubtedly the problem of relevancy will continue to plague us. 
gut to-day in Latin America, as in other parts of the world, the Church 
of Christ faces a tremendous task. To carry out that task she stands in 
need of self-criticism and renovation. She must break through to and 
become involved in the world—but in complete faithfulness to the 
terms of the Gospel and her essential mission.

To that end, the underlying assumptions so ably challenged by Mr 
Hayward need to be carefully reviewed and redefined. I am sure that 
Mr Hayward would join in the conviction that the Church’s witness, 
whether expressed in movements such as Evangelism in Depth or in 
other ways, will become increasingly dynamic and relevant to the 
extent that she is enabled by the Holy Spirit to recapture the divine 
will for her life and witness in the world as revealed in Scripture. In 
the meantime, and pending further light, we continue to believe that 
Evangelism in Depth represents a legitimate and needed call to the 
churches to move out into the highways and by-ways in obedient 
witness to Christ.

R. Kenneth Strachan
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of everything just as it is. Buddhism speaks of selflessness, but it 
means the absolute denial of individual selfhood. Buddhism speaks 
of wisdom and light, but it means the intuitive realization that a man 
and his environment are not two. Buddhists speak of eternal life, but 
they mean a timeless extension of the conscious moment, and a denial 
of both past (birth) and future (death).

From the pragmatic point of view, the Middle Way offers satisfying 
alternatives to many of the Christian solutions of life’s fundamental 
problems. It offers freedom from fear, deliverance from guilt and sin, 
liberation from the goads of lust, greed, hate, pride and ambition, 
from all striving for achievement. It offers a solid base for spontaneous, 
unselfconscious, effective action, a wholehearted acceptance of one’s 
existential situation. For those who are satisfied with pragmatic 
solutions and are indifferent to the question of truth, the choice 
between the Middle Way and the Way of Christ will probably seem 
merely a matter of personal taste and inclination.

When the question of truth is raised, however, it becomes evident 
that one is confronted here by two mutually exclusive world-views. If 
man is a creature alienated from his Creator by voluntary rebellion, 
the Middle Way is false. For the Christian missionary who is convinced 
of the truth of the biblical interpretation of reality, the Middle Way is 
false. What has been said in this paper suggests something of the 
missionary’s difficulty of communicating his faith to those whose 
interpretation of reality is to a greater or less degree conditioned by 
the principles of the Middle Way. In such circumstances, he would 
dare to proceed only when reassured by Christ’s promise, ‘What is 
impossible with men is possible with God’ (Luke 18:27).

Tucker N. Callaway

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?1
By Markus Barth

TN their essays on witness in the April issue of this Review, both 
Dr Strachan and Mr Hayward agree in their passionate desire to 

let the Church’s witness be true to Jesus Christ and relevant to the 
special problems of to-day s world. But they differ in their assignment 
of priorities and on questions of method. Dr Strachan emphasizes the 
moments of judgment, repentance, decision and faith, and the gathering 
of people into the Church. Evangelism in Depth’ is the name given 
to the procedure he seeks to recommend, and preaching the Gospel 
in evangelistic campaigns, carefully prepared and followed up, is 
declared to be the primary missionary method. Mr Hayward, on ’the 
other hand, wants to start from the fact that, in the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, the new humanity has already been created; that this new 
humanity embraces all men, even the world, ‘whether they believe it 
or not (p. 204), and that the Church has to avoid any and every attempt 
to promise renewal only to those gathered within its fold. He therefore 
calls for a witness directed primarily not to individuals but to nations, 
structures, sections and areas, and carried out by the involvement of 
Christians in social and political tasks for the good of all men. Though 
the Church lose its own life as it undertakes this service, Christ’s 
coming and His resurrection are a ‘secular event’ (p. 203). The kingdom 
concerns the whole world, not merely a small number who consider 
themselves saved. Mr Hayward does not give an example of the way 
in which his vision is to be worked out in practice; thus, he is less 
vulnerable than Dr Strachan. But we may surmise that pilot projects 
such as Horst Symanowski’s industrial mission in Mainz-Kastell, or 
the East Harlem Protestant Church in New York, would meet with 
his approval.

In many respects the authors stand on common ground: the grace 
of God is to be made manifest; the fallen world is to be ‘won’ for 
Jesus, in accordance with God’s purpose; the biblical testimony is the 
criterion in discussions of content and method; every member of the 
local churches, rather than the clergy and missionary societies alone,

1 This article and the following contributions by Martin Conway and Emilio Castro 
are comments on the discussion on evangelism between Kenneth Strachan and 
Victor Hayward, published in the IRM in April, 1964.

29 441



442 INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF MISSIONS WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 443

is to bear witness; ecumenical unity and creative imagination are 
equally indispensable; the Gospel, the Church and faith must be made 
relevant to our day; both a strict individualism and an optimistic 
social gospel are declared to be untenable. Despite some tendency to 
one side or the other, each of the authors avows that he stands neither 
for particularism nor for universalism. It is presupposed that the 
Church knows the Gospel, and that the main problem is the ways 
and means of communicating it.

The discussion thus opened in the International Review of Missions 
differs in its noble and respectful tone from the passionate disputes 
over similar issues that divided participants in a recent conference on 
‘The Missionary Structure of the Congregation’.1 It is also unlike the 
Niebuhr-inspired attacks made by G. Winter on the ‘pietism’ of Billy 
Graham and his friends,2 and the pointed argument of W. Stringfellow 
for the preaching of Jesus Christ and against the charitable ‘conformity 
with the world’ shown in the early stages of the East Harlem Protestant 
Church.3 The clash of opinion and judgment may serve to indicate the 
greatness of the problems involved. Respect for those engaged in the 
discussion and, what is more, respect for the truth of the Gospel, are 
not shown by glossing over the dissension that has now come out into 
the open. Of course, it is possible to ascribe the disagreement, whether 
serene or turbulent, to the different gifts and characteristics of those 
concerned, and to leave it at that. Diverse spiritual insights and prior 
commitments may play a large part, and are often necessary. But 
tolerance and mutual admiration must not prevail over the search for 
the way of obedience.

Further, it is noticeable that in its slant the discussion follows 
(rather than leads) the general trend away from a psychological under­
standing of religion and towards a sociological awareness and 
application of its relevance. Consequently the activist, social concern 
of the one camp might be dismissed as a purely secular phenomenon, 
an indication that at last church thinkers also are prepared to break 
with nineteenth-century traditions. But it is precisely in the apparently 
non-theological factor of a sociological orientation that there may lie 
a truly theological and spiritual concern.

Finally, it would be wrong to see the issue as ultimately a contest 
between a tradition-bound, retrospective theology and language on

1 Held at Bossey, April 9-16, 1964. See Concept VII (May 1964).
2 See G. Winter: The New Creation as Metropolis (NY: Macmillan, 1963), p. 15 ff.
3 See W. Stringfellow: My People is the Enemy (NY: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 

1964), p. 58 ff.

the one hand, and a secular, adventurous, open-to-the-future sociology 
on the other. So cheap applause—earned now by those using time- 
honoured language and thought patterns, now by those preferring a 
supposedly more relevant and up-to-date terminology—cannot decide 
the question of truth or untruth on either side.

If such methods of solving the conflict do not work, how should we 
proceed? Clearly, we must attempt to break through the limitations of 
mere methodological discussions on communication.

Treacherous Alternatives

Some of the alternatives put forward by the spokesmen in this 
discussion simply do not make sense. There is, for instance, the slogan 
‘God—World—Church’, which has been set up in opposition to the 
supposedly traditional approach of ‘God—Church—World’. This 
terminology was used in early study groups on the missionary structure 
of the congregation. The formula ‘God—World—Church’ appears to 
support Mr Hayward’s position, though he himself never has recourse 
to such over-simplifying language. Either sequence, however, is likely 
to exclude the many ways in which God the Father, the Son and the 
Spirit acts upon the Church and the world together. Is Israel the means 
or the end in God’s approach to the Gentiles? False pride on the part 
of the Gentiles, or false security on the part of God’s people, will 
follow if we answer in one way or the other.

The Bible is full of illustrations that show there is no either-or. 
Pharaoh has to listen to Moses, and Moses to Jethro; prophets speak 
in God’s name to Assyria, and a prophet hails the service rendered by 
the Gentile, Cyrus. Paul brought the Gospel to the Galatians and was 
received like an angel, but God immediately acted upon the Galatians 
by giving them the Holy Spirit. In St John’s Gospel, the New Testament 
book that most frequently refers to ‘the world’, this term oftenjneans 
Jewish worshippers of God—even those whom we might call the 
‘established’ people of God at the time of Jesus. The term ‘church’, 
on the other hand, is used (as in I Corinthians) for a group of men 
who, despite their sanctification, act in most worldly ways. In contrast 
to the Old Testament concept of the people of God, which is relatively 
easy to delineate, the Church in the New Testament is not an entity 
separate from the world. It is a gathering of Jews and Gentiles (not a 
third genus), of those who are not God’s people to be God’s people, 
of many members under one Head, a manifold harvest in one field.
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It is a demonstration of the kingship of Jesus Christ—neither an end 
in itself nor a despicable entity that has to be ashamed of its distinct 
calling or seek salvation in secularization.

The Church does not live by stressing its function either as mediator 
or as servant in the world, but by listening to the call of its Lord and 
doing what He commands. Engagement in this work will prevent our 
using the abstractions ‘church’ and ‘world’. Condescending talk about 
our mission in and to the world may actually reveal great pride and 
selfishness. Might it not be better if we were more specific, and spoke 
always of particular people, structures or ideas? This would help to 
make clear that we, as much as any who do not yet belong to the 
Church, at all times need to receive God’s missionaries. For whatever 
the structure of the Church, static or dynamic, old or new, it bristles 
with worldly people. And, with or without the help of the Church’s 
mission, the so-called secular realm has again and again received 
servants of God who work for the common good (see Rom. 13: 4). 
If the Church has been entrusted with a prophetic ministry, let its 
words, like those of the prophets, always be specific. Then we should 
not fight one another over abstractions.

A second example is the impression conveyed in this discussion that 
there is a fundamental contrast between knowing and teaching the 
‘basic facts’ of the Gospel and ‘engagement’ in political or other 
urgent issues (p. 212). Again, I can see no sound meaning in such a 
distinction. For it simply is not true that Paul was first (‘personally’) 
converted by the communication of a few facts, and that only later 
was he made an ambassador for Christ, who had to work on the 
basis that the wall between Jew and Gentile had been broken down. 
His very conversion was his liberation from the separatist tradition of 
his fathers and his commission for a ministry among the Gentiles. 
There was and is no private justification eventually followed by 
sanctification for public work. For the justification by grace which 
Paul preaches and upholds against the religious segregationists of 
his time (Gal. 2-3; Rom. 3; 8-11) is identified with God’s judgment 
on all men, with the breaking down of the wall of hostility by Jesus 
Christ, and with the creation of the one true worshipper of God, that 
is, the community of the far and the near (Eph. 2: 11-22).

The distinction that is frequently made between kerygma and 
didactic, between Gospel and Law, between faith and obedience, can 
no longer be maintained when it is realized that the true and full 
Gospel is often preached in the form of imperatives (as, for instance, 

in the Sermon on the Mount, in Paul’s ethical passages, and by James) 
and that it is a sheer delight and joy to the heart to hear, receive and 
keep the Law of God, of Christ or of the Spirit. It is a ‘basic fact’ of 
the Gospel that, because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, man no 
longer can or must wail or worship at dividing lines. Rather, he is 
accepted into the service of God, who loves the lowest outcast. Since 
this is the basis of Mr Hayward’s position, I am in full agreement 
with him. But it is equally basic to Christian ethics that Christians are 
not justified before God solely on the ground of their engagement in 
social issues, great or small. They have to hear and learn of Jesus 
Christ ever and anon, and they cannot, even for the sake of a more 
tangible service, abstain from reference to those dramatic events which 
have made and are still shaping the history of mankind. If we no longer 
dared to speak of Jesus Christ’s coming to the poor, His death in the 
midst of the outcasts, and His enthronement above all powers, how 
could we be faithful to Him in our active or passive involvement in 
the tears and laughter that surround us?

We may add a third and last example. Much is made of the contrast 
between receiving the witness to personal salvation on the one hand, 
and a risky engagement in the service of society or for the trans­
formation of its structures on the other. At a different level, this may 
appear as the distinction between a ‘come church’ and a ‘go church*

Indeed, there was a time (and for some there still is) when biblical 
interpretation, dogmatic teaching, evangelistic preaching and liturgical 
and private prayer were so anthropocentric that the revelation of the 
impact of God’s kingdom upon angels and demons (Paul calls them 
‘principalities and powers’; to-day we call them ‘structures and 
institutions’) was relegated to the realm of myth. It is certainly biblical 
to affirm that God does not care for angels as Fie does for men 
(cf. Heb. 2: 16); Jesus casts out the demons but not the persons who 
come to Him. So it is clear that man himself, or the soul of man, 
counts for more before God than the abysses of the power of Mammon 
or Sex or Labour. God does not ‘redeem’ the family, the nation, 
economics, society, history. They do not become His children, or His 
image. Neither can we redeem them. But it is equally clear and relevant 
that the first and second coming of Jesus Christ affect man and the 
invisible powers ruling for good or evil within creation. Man cannot 
be man without being both actively and passively involved in those 
psychological, physical, social and historical structures that bind him 
to fellow man, to a given space and time, to himself and to death.
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The most personal ‘acceptance of Christ’ cannot by-pass the sub­
jugation by Christ of the constituent and transient elements of psychic, 
social, spiritual and historical life.

To be accepted by Christ and to confess this acceptance means to 
receive and to assume a place in the struggle against evil powers and 
for the freedom of all men. Those who receive the Spirit go into the 
wilderness or the cities to fight and to suffer. There is no legitimate 
alternative between personal and communal obedience. A private 
faith in Jesus Christ will always make itself known in public actions; 
and social ethics cannot exist or advance without personal faith and 
commitment.

More could be said about such opposites as particularism and 
universalism, pietism and social gospel, secularization and religious 
tradition. But these patent formulae used to label complex historical 
phenomena, and the corresponding nicknames that are bandied about, 
with good or slanderous intent, serve little good. Wrong questions 
have been asked, superfluous animosities aroused and encouraged, and 
God’s own judgment is wrested from His hands, when Christians deem 
it necessary to bind themselves or to condemn one another on the 
ground of such divisive nomenclature.

Listening to the Gospel

At this point, we need to take warning lest any one particular slogan 
be considered a reliable guide for public and private Christian witness. 
No doubt, those were great times in the Church’s life and ministry 
when the Gospel was summed up in one phrase—such as unification, 
discipleship, justification, conversion, mission, justice, charity—which 
was broadcast far and wide and taken to heart by those who believed. 
To-day it may be most appropriate, in the light of both the eternal 
Gospel and the frightful division and fear in the life of a modern man, 
to sum up the work and will of God under the heading, Reconciliation. 
But even when such a catchword has been found and when the 
thinking, action and suffering of Christians have yielded to it, we need 
to be aware that it is precisely behind biblical terminology that false­
hood and hypocrisy are mostly likely to be concealed.

In the last twelve years, there has been so much talk about the 
identity of the Church, about our being the Body of Christ (if not the 
extended Incarnation), about worship and doctrine, that many have 
grown tired of this ecclesiastical narcissism. Are we sure that the more 
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recent vocabulary, built round terms like ‘new humanity, new 
creation’, ‘servant church’ and ‘evangelism’, is any the less evidence 
of a self-enamoured churchiness? To me, at least, it seems that those 
who want most of all to establish the presence of the Church in each 
and every realm of human suffering and achievement may be more 
concerned for our—the churchmen’s—relevance and success than for 
Jesus Christ Himself and the Gospel.

I agree entirely with Dr Strachan when he asks the uncomfortable 
question, What is the Gospel? (p. 210). While I have to disagree with 
his notion that the ‘essentials’ of the Gospel can be distinguished from 
non-essential elements and with the way in which he speaks of 
‘implications’ and necessary ‘conditions of appropriation’, I believe 
he is right in implying that Christians have a much more urgent 
problem than that of communicating what they possess: they have to 
learn anew what to communicate. They should not pretend to know 
Jesus Christ and the Gospel when in the same breath they have to 
admit that they really do not know how relevant He is to modern 
man and his problems.

The Gospel is something different from an assertion that there is a 
God somewhere and that belief in Him is good for psychical balance 
and the mutual acceptance of diverse groups. It presupposes and pro­
claims that through Jesus Christ, in contrast to all man-made gods 
that enslave and are afar off, the living God is present for sinful man. 
It affirms the love and might of ‘God with us’, of Him who alone can 
end loneliness and condemnation. This Gospel is relevant because it 
is news from God. It cannot be split into essential and non-essential 
elements. It cannot be rationed, assimilated, diluted or spoon-fed. 
For where it runs its course, there is fife from the dead, salvation 
from misery. It is an either-or. The content of this Gospel has to be 
learned day by day. We may start out with the conviction that it is 
for all; but recognition that it is for all, and of how it is for all, comes 
only as we try to make it heard, by this or that man or woman, now by 
words and now by deeds, according to this part of the Bible or that. 
Unless we let the Gospel do its work, we cannot speak about it or act 
according to it. Unless we seek and find it together with those to whom 
we would testify, it is but a proposition or a fancy. For the Church 
does not possess the Gospel. No theologian can capture it in words 
or in a system. No form of piety or mission, traditional or modern, 
can monopolize it. Great acts of charity, or martyrdom, even of 
reorganization, do not guarantee its presence. Even the Bible does no
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more than give manifold testimony to the content and form of its 
proclamation and reception.

Christians, therefore, stand as beggars before God and cannot 
boast of riches before the world. Their riches are God alone. Since 
He has not declared His resignation with the advent of modern man 
and did not do so even after the crucifixion of His Son, there is good 
reason to trust that He will still make Himself heard to ‘this crooked 
generation’.

If, instead of pretending that we ‘acknowledge the Gospel’, that we 
exhibit ‘God’s first-fruit’, that we are ‘agents of reconciliation’, we 
church people would turn our minds to listening before we speak, to 
seeking before we claim to have found, to doing this or that service, 
small or great, before we advertise our servanthood, then much 
bothering about the success or failure of the role we play might become 
superfluous. All our lust for relevance, and all the many recom­
mendations on how to achieve it, will not take us anywhere. But let 
those people speak up who can declare in new and compelling ways 
that Jesus Christ has died and risen for all, and so for you and me. 
Let us listen to those who, in the clamour of human need and in the 
fumbling search for meaning and unity, find traces of a response to 
the living God.

The Church still lives by the Word of God, which also upholds the 
whole universe. He who lives by the Word is unlikely to have a pro­
gramme for the rest of his life or for the salvation of every man. But 
he receives daily bread for his sustenance and his service.

At the Bossey conference mentioned earlier, a member from Eastern 
Germany uttered a warning to western enthusiasts for new structures 
befitting a truly missionary church. He showed that the little steps 
taken day by day may be more important than great projects and 
programmes, and also that, among the many crumbling structures of 
the traditional Church, there are some that may still render indis­
pensable service to a congregation in a missionary situation.

A church that recognizes its poverty cannot make method and 
structure its primary concern. But it will seek for the message by which 
all men live. When it has found something worth saying and standing 
for, then it will find, by experiments and failures, the best way of 
communicating it.

Markus Barth

A PERMANENT ARGUMENT?
By Martin Conway

CHRISTIANS in the university world suffer with quite particular 
acuteness from the tragic division between conservative evangelicals 

and ‘ecumaniacs’ which, though recent (the International Fellowship 
of Evangelical Students was founded in 1947), has become world-wide 
and apparently irreconcilable. The discussion between Kenneth 
Strachan and Victor Hayward in the April number of the Review is 
not untypical of the better sort of conversation that can occasionally 
happen across the divide, and which must be fostered; having known 
recently in our own circles an example of the other sort, I am delighted 
to find the IRM opening up a dialogue, and the more so in that I have 
long thought that the foreign missionary endeavour provided one of 
the most hopeful settings for such dialogue within the Church.

Yet the course of this discussion is distressingly predictable. Mr 
Strachan leads off with a passionate plea for the full obedience of all 
Christians to the Great Commission to witness, consolidating his plea 
with an account of one particular attempt. Mr Hayward counters by , 
bringing out the theological heavy armour of Christ, His Church and 
His world, with apparent understanding and humility, but in fact, it 
would seem, exploding the very basis of Mr Strachan’s position. But 
theTatter does not think so, refuses the misunderstandings and even 
misrepresentatiqns that he finds in Mr Hayward’s arguments, and 
continues to protest the value and appropriateness of his own approach. 
What has in fact happened? Where has the argument displaced either 
participant or the onlooker? Shots have been exchanged, but both 
remain in their previous positions and continue to wear the theological 
blinkers that make them speak and act as they do.

No man can claim to be free from some such set of blinkers, and I 
must own to a pair similar enough to Mr Hayward’s to make me feel that 
the basic question at stake is indeed a theological one concerning the 
relation of Church and world. He is, I am sure, quite right to press this 
in terms of message, in terms of motivation, in terms of objective. Of 
course it is the whole of the world’s life we are concerned with, in all 
its throbbing complexities of politics and social conditions, and not 
just the religious compartment of the life of each individual. Of course 
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it is the redemption already inaugurated in Christ which we preach 
and not only the judgment, repentance and rebirth of the believer’ 
Yet Mr Strachan is just as right—from his point of view—to refuse the 
distinctions that have become the easy battle-cries of the ecumaniac 
and to insist on the scriptural foundation of much that he stands for’ 
Mr Hayward’s argument is foreign, strident and unnecessary—and, in 
particular, it does not begin to touch on the practical concerns which 
the original article was about.

What can you do next but break off the conversation, each dismay­
ingly shaking his head at the other’s lack of understanding? For 
myself, I believe the only way forward would lie in a prolonged period 
of living together and doing basic Bible study together, with the utmost 
patience and honesty, and this is hard for any of us in our embattled 
professional positions even to arrange, let alone to carry through.

It almost looks as if it is a divide between two quite different tempera­
ments: on the one hand, those who are sure about their faith, and who 
need above all to be challenged to stand up for it and to seek new 
ways of doing so; on the other, those for whom their faith is always 
both full of questions and raising questions about everything else, 
who have to struggle for belief and obedience and who find, as Bishop 
Newbigin once memorably put it, that they ‘only really know the Gospel 
in the effort to communicate it to someone else’. These need to share a 
man’s perplexities and anxieties before they feel they can honestly 
point him to Jesus Christ, and they find it hard to know what is meant 
by such phrases as ‘the simple basic facts of the Gospel’ or ‘the benefits 
of redemption’.

My own blinkers are obvious. But both sides must come to be able 
to state openly that it is not a question of denying that those on the 
other are Christians: we are not to judge one another, although our 
positions necessarily imply a certain judgment about how far it is 
possible to speak of a man being or not being a Christian, and about 
the complexity, duration and ramifications of the process of his 
becoming one. Nor can it be simply a question of evangelistic fervour 
—as Mr Strachan seems to me to be saying at times—where what is 
needed is a yet more stirring appeal to our consciences and wills to 
carry out the Great Commission. It must rather be a question of the 
way we know Jesus Christ, and are known by Him, so that witness is 
not a special task of which we have to be reminded so much as the 
natural and appropriate exchange of an articulate being with the 
neighbour he loves. What is evangelism, if it is not that discussion
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with anyone and everyone about matters of importance which few of 
us are not constantly engaged in? It is basically a theological question 
which divides us, but one for whose answer there is no standard 
theological recipe.

Yet it is not about theology but about practice that Mr Strachan 
originally wrote; he and many conservative evangelicals prefer to take 
their stand here—on what they are actually doing as witnesses to the 
Gospel. And the practice of Evangelism in Depth sounds rather good. 
The stages he outlines—a retreat for the entire Christian leadership, 
the mobilization of many small groups for prayer and Bible study, an 
intensive training programme, a series of formal evangelistic efforts 
and then careful, personal follow-up and consolidation—are not too 
far from what one recommends year in, year out, to SCM committees 
planning their next year’s programme. The main difference (and this 
would be my foremost question to Evangelism in Depth) is that one 
tries to get an SCM committee to plan its witness in relation to those 
concerns or issues which are already stirring the hearts and minds of a 
given group of students—their future careers, their girl-friends, the 
value of their field of study, their country’s need for social justice or 
economic development or political integrity. There is no mention of 
any such relation in Mr Strachan’s programme. Faith, he agrees, must 
do its best to be relevant; but he is clearly unwilling to allow the 
missionary approach to start from any particular relevance.

I know next to nothing about the economic and social conditions 
of Nicaragua; but are they such as to justify a complete lack of mention 
in an account of a nation-wide effort of ‘total and complete outreach’ ? 
The Guatemalan example is hardly reassuring here; if the air force was 
in revolt, whatever was the President doing at a public rally, except 
seizing the handiest opportunity to reassure the citizenry of his com­
mand of the situation ? That is hardly what we should mean by relevance. 
I also find very disturbing—again, in practice—the complete lack of 
mention, apart from a caution about its own apostolic efforts, of the 
majority Roman Catholic Church in the country. Just what is Evangelism 
in Depth doing with and to the Christian faith—immature and feeble, 
no doubt, but whose is not?—of the already baptized?

We are given no evidence on which to do more than register surprise 
at these omissions. Why is there no mention? There speculation takes 
us back again into the realm of those theological questions that we can 
only see through our blinkers. Who will deliver us from them?

Martin Conway
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EVANGELISM IN LATIN AMERICA
By Emilio Castro

TF we enter into the discussion between Dr Strachan and Mr 
■^•Hayward, it is as Christians committed to the evangelization of 
Latin America. The importance of the discussion lies in its basic theme: 
the message that is preached in Latin America.

First of all, we would ask that some of the points made in this dis­
cussion—which, because they meet with almost complete agreement, 
might pass unnoticed—should not be overlooked. It is always easier 
to concentrate on the areas of disagreement rather than on the general 
lines of agreement. That must not happen in this instance, especially 
since the understanding of these points of agreement and their pub­
lication in Latin America cannot be taken for granted. We refer in 
particular to three statements made by Dr Strachan that receive the 
explicit or implicit support of Mr Hayward:

1. This personal witness must centre in the fellowship and communal witness 
of the local congregation. This involves a recognition of the true mission of the 
local church as a testifying community set down in the world, not for purposes of 
self-seeking or self-defence, but for disinterested service and faithful witness in a 
climate of spiritual worship and genuine brotherhood (p. 195).

2. Tangible witness must be given to the unity of the Body of Christ (p. 195).
3. In the final analysis, the success of the entire movement would have to be 

measured not by the attendance at the crusades or the number of decisions, but by 
the continued dynamic witness of Christians and churches (p. 197).

The greatest obstacle to evangelization is the church which is pre­
occupied with its own existence. It would be amusing, if it were not 
pathetic, to see entire denominations concerned with wholly secondary 
questions of form or doctrine—the pastor’s clothing, women’s adorn­
ment in church, the possibility of having a cross in the sanctuary— 
while the revolutionary ferment is raging in the streets and countryside 
of Latin America. Congregations which, while worshipping, are con­
cerned for the men living out the problems of to-day; congregations 
which regard themselves as called to serve rather than to condemn— 
here is the beginning of the spiritual revolution we need.

The second point of agreement is no less important. Latin America 
‘boasts and bears’ almost 150 different evangelical denominations. To 
evangelize is to bear witness to the reconciling power of Christ between 
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parties, races and nations. And-certainly .Latin America needs recon­
ciliation. But this cannot be proclaimed if it is not lived. Here again, 
it is only as we forget ourselves as institutions and the preservation 
of our own existence, and seek the will of our Lord for Latin America, 
that we discover the call to Christian unity. The reply to our Lord’s 
call is given to us in our ordinary contact with the world.

Unfortunately, Dr Strachan has made the ‘expansion’ of the Church 
the basis of his argument. We say ‘unfortunately’, because we are sure 
that it is not his intention to say what his article seems to imply. We 
cannot take as the standard means of spreading the Gospel of Christ 
those methods used for the propagation of any other idea, or for the 
sale of some article. Faithfulness to the Gospel is more important than 
its propagation; and faithfulness and propagation are not always 
synonymous. Paul ‘failed’ in Corinth, but he was faithful there. How 
easy it is to extend a ‘movement’, but how difficult to live the Gospel! 
But Dr Strachan corrects a false interpretation of his thinking when 
he tells us that the basic criterion is not numerical results, but dynamic 
service and witness in the life of the churches.

Systems of evangelization are not formulae to be applied indis­
criminately. They develop within the framework of a given situation 
and are determined by the reality of the existing churches. At the same 
time, they must be in accordance with the call of God in a particular 
human situation. Thus we have Evangelism in Depth, arising out of a 
church situation characterized by division and conservatism, with the 
merits and defects inherent in such a situation. If we attempt to question 
this system, it is because we wish to help in the search for the best 
means of fulfilling our evangelistic responsibility in Latin America.

Clearly, the questions that should be asked do not primarily relate 
to the system, but to the message that is proclaimed. But every method 
of Christian work must be examined in the light of the Christian 
message, to see whether it helps or hinders it.

Evangelism in Depth begins with a retreat for. church leaders. To 
what extent do we seek in this retreat to correct our earlier ideas about 
the evangelistic message, and to what extent do we assume that we 
already understand it? Obviously, the Christian message is the same, 
yesterday, to-day and for ever. But the concrete content of that message 
must vary continually, if it is to be comprehensible and relevant, tor 
the Gospel is addressed to individuals in all their varied social and 
family circumstances. The Gospel is the same, but the sermon our 
Lord gave in the synagogue at Nazareth was not the same as that given
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in the Temple at Jerusalem. It is this initial retreat that provides the 
best opportunity for the evangelistic effort, not as a technique, but as 
a search to discover the message to be preached.

Perhaps we are disagreeing over mere words, but we cannot accept 
the distinction that Dr Strachan proposes between an essential part of 
the Gospel, to be included in evangelistic preaching, and another part 
that comes later, and is to be included in the didactic task of the 
Church. It is true that it would be impossible to cover all the Christian 
doctrines in one sermon. But that is not the point. It is a question of 
proclaiming Christ, His promises and His commands, in such a way 
that the new convert accepts his responsibility in the world and is not 
self-centred. It is a message of repentance, and this includes not only 
sorrow for our sins, but a radical change in our whole outlook on 
life; a crucified Christ, who has taken upon Himself the lot of all 
sinners and invites us to bear with Him the cross of service in the 
world; a resurrected Christ, who calls us to live the reality of the new 
man. In short, the convert should not have a religious dimension only, 

‘ but should really live according to the Gospel and have a total 
dimension.

It is clear that this is not merely a question of correct preaching. 
The same words have different meaning in different situations. It is a 
matter of Christians and churches taking seriously the whole reality 
of Latin American man. Only thus shall we be taking the Gospel 
seriously. If Evangelism in Depth were a mere technique placed at the 
disposal of self-centred and socially irresponsible churches, it would 
only increase that irresponsibility. But it need not be so. On the 
contrary, in itself it affords a magnificent opportunity to help the 
churches reconsider their message.

Dr Strachan rightly criticizes the attitude in which many of the 
churches of Latin America live, of expecting that foreign money, a 
great evangelist or a new system will provide the means of discharging 
their evangelistic responsibility. Evangelism in Depth seeks to show 
that the mobilization of existing forces is more important than these 
false expectations. However, there is one important problem we must 
face: not simply that of depending on aid from outside, but the fact 
that we have not yet understood that evangelism is best carried out 
in the circumstances of our everyday life. ‘Natural’ evangelism is that 
of the Christian who, when asked to account for his spirit of service, 
names Christ as its secret source. The word ‘witness’ must regain its 
original meaning—one who witnesses Jesus Christ. If this witness is to 

be made among individuals in all sections of the community, and if 
Christian service is to be offered at all levels of our complex modern 
life, Christians must be released from our ecclesiastical programmes 
and seen as Christ’s missionaries in their several spheres of respon­
sibility. The example of the sects mentioned by Dr Strachan early in 
his article does not help us. In the sects we have individuals who have 
forgotten their social responsibility, who have forgotten their human 
responsibility, and have become agents of an idea. But the Gospel 
renders us responsible. It does not call us to propagate an idea, but 
to live responsible before God for the enlightenment of human society.

Here we must recognize that all our consciously planned programmes 
of evangelism have a temporary character; they are stop-gaps. They 
help us to do consciously that which, in a profounder sense, should be 
our daily activity. And like all remedies, they contain the inherent 
danger that we may become accustomed to their presence and lose 
sight of true normality. If all the members of the Church in Latin 
America were to devote themselves to a conscious programme for the 
spread of Christianity on the exhaustive lines of Evangelism in Depth, 
it would be a tragedy for the Gospel in Latin America; for we should 
then be taking our members away from their places of responsible 
witness in society. And while we might add many to our numbers, we 
should turn many others away, for they would be able to see the 
Church only as a body wrapped up in itself and irresponsible in the 
face of the problems of the community. The Church has had abundant 
experience of that in history. The masses abandoned her, because to 
them she seemed socially irresponsible.

But once its temporary character is recognized, once its dangers are 
seen, we can freely use the opportunity offered to us by Evangelism 
in Depth. Just as, in the first stage, it is a question of discovering 
together with the church leaders in a particular country what is God’s 
message for that country, so, as we move on to the period of Bible 
study and prayer, we should be able to concentrate on seeking to 
discover the responsible witness that God asks of His laymen. In this 
way we should be building a bridge from the temporary to the per­
manent, from remedies to a normal state of health.

Latin America is at present living glorious moments. In the midst 
of misery, ignorance and hunger, we already perceive the start of the 
history of the ordinary man, of our little brother in whom Christ 
finds us. It would be a betrayal of God’s purpose for him if he can 
find only a self-centred Church, or a Church out of touch with reality

Y/H;
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and preoccupied with a message reduced to ‘religious’ terms. Evangelism 
in Depth will make its contribution. Other efforts will make theirs. 
But let us all passionately seek to be witnesses to the complete trans­
formation that Christ has made and is making in the life of humanity, 
of all peoples, of mankind.

Emilio Castro J
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Problems in Industry in Bangalore.1 The Industrial Team Service has 
also organized seminars for managers and workers in which the 
Bangalore Productivity Council has participated. In Madras, the 
Church of South India City Mission has also sought to become fully 
involved in the industrial mission through occupational groups. 
These efforts, however, have not been very successful, and the whole 
plan is about to be reviewed and revised.

In an industrial town in the Punjab where there is a concentration of 
new, small-scale industries, a Christian sociologist has conducted a 
survey which reveals that a large number of the industries are evading 
industrial laws. Plans are afoot to organize a series of public forums 
which would expose the need and challenge the social conscience of 
the local industrialists. In a number of other rapidly developing 
towns in different states in India, surveys to determine the needs and 
to plan for mission are being conducted by the churches with the 
guidance of the National Christian Council.

The churches are slowly responding to the challenge of industry. 
They are cautious, because they do not yet fully understand the complex 
industrial set-up. The response is not very vigorous, because they do 
not yet have adequate leadership, in number as well as in quality. But 
a beginning has been made which testifies to the impact made by the 
industrial team’s visit on the Church in India.

M. A. Z. Rolston

1 Edited by M. M. Thomas and H. F. J. Daniel. Bangalore: Christian Institute for 
the Study of Religion and Society, and St Mark’s Cathedral Industrial Team Service, 
1964. Re 1.50.

CALL TO WITNESS

By Victor E. W. Hayward

THE Editor has kindly invited me to make a brief response both to
Dr Strachan’s reply to my comments on his original paper, all of 

which appeared in the April 1964 issue of the International Review of 
Missions, and also to the three subsequent contributions made to this 
discussion by Dr Markus Barth, Mr Martin Conway, and the Rev. 
Emilio Castro in the following October issue. I will try to avoid repeat­
ing what I have already said in that longer article; what I now write, 
therefore, presupposes all that I said there.

I am very grateful that others have joined in, for the purpose of my 
paper was precisely to stimulate discussion. I have a strong feeling, 
however, that both Dr Barth and Mr Conway have unintentionally 
misrepresented the positions taken in this exchange of views, through 
interpreting it along the lines of ‘Missionary Structure of the Congre­
gation’ and SCM-IVF ‘debates’ respectively. I find it significant that 
it is a Latin American pastor, the Rev. Emilio Castro, who seems best 
to have appreciated the points at issue in this particular discussion. 
As the last section of my paper indicated, my fundamental fear regard- 

• ing Evangelism in Depth was lest ‘those who are most unselfishly 
concerned for the well-being of their fellow men reject the Christian 
faith as irrelevant in their revolutionary world, fit only to foster 
individual and self-regarding piety’. Unlike Mr Conway, who thinks 
that Dr Strachan and I are not really talking to one another, and can 
therefore only ‘break off the conversation, each dismayingly shaking 
his head at the other’s lack of understanding’, Mr Castro recognizes 
us as two evangelicals with many basic beliefs in common, and a 
shared concern for the preaching of the Gospel in the modern world.

With many of the points made in these three later contributions I am 
gratefully in agreement. Limitation of space forbids my listing and 
commenting upon these. I must regretfully concentrate upon matters 
of disagreement. Dr Barth admits that I did not myself use the formula 
‘God—World—Church’. In fact, I too think it just as unsatisfactory 
as that of ‘God—Church—World’, which it is designed to replace. I 
fail to see that my position coincides with any of the treacherous 
alternatives’ which Dr Barth lists. I did not call for a witness directed 
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primarily not to individuals but to nations, structures, sections and 
areas’, nor could I possibly imagine that Christians are ‘justified before 
God solely on the ground of their engagement in social issues, great 
or small’. That would indeed be a betrayal of evangelical faith. And 
to Mr Conway I want to say that I am one of those ‘who are sure 
about their faith’, not of those ‘for whom faith is ... full of questions’, 
though for me faith does indeed ‘raise questions about everything else’, 
and I warmly agree that we ‘only really know the Gospel in the effort 
to communicate it to someone else’.

It is, however, to Dr Strachan himself that I most want to express 
gratitude. He has not only understood, but graciously accepted one of 
my main contentions. ‘I am also ready to admit’, he wrote, ‘that there 
are emphases within our conservative-evangelical circles which contri­
bute to an ultra-individualistic, falsely pietistic, church-centred way 
of thought and life that constitutes an imperfect and somewhat distorted 
representation of our sacred calling and mission in Christ. These tend 
unconsciously to form the underlying presuppositions that may produce 
a narrow understanding of God’s redemptive purposes and a tendency 
to isolate the Church from the world. They may also limit our evangel­
istic goals and methods and contribute to the legitimate charge of the 
Church’s relative irrelevancy in the world to-day.’

I agree with Dr Strachan that the differences between us are largely 
a matter of emphasis, and a certain over-emphasis or over-simplification 
often seems necessary to stimulate discussion. Nevertheless I find these 
differing emphases of crucial importance. I accept his statement that 
the Gospel has been ‘entrusted to the Church for the world’; my point 
is that the Gospel is primarily good news for the whole world, and not 
good news only for those who are called to be agents of God’s recon- 
conciling and redeeming purposes for all mankind. God has direct 
relations with both Church and world, and speaks to each through the 
other. The Church is that part of the world which responds to God in 
conscious faith. But it is mankind as a whole which is the object of 
God s saving love. Here and now the Church exists for the world. 
Only eschatologically does the world exist for the sake of the Church.

The crux of the matter is the content of conversion. I submit that 
careful biblical exegesis reveals that conversion, though individually 
experienced, is nevertheless essentially a community matter. In the 
Old Testament it means a return to the covenant relationship which 
God by grace has already established. In the New Testament it means 
turning to the new reality of the Kingdom revealed in Christ’s coming, 

death and resurrection. In either case it means incorporation into the 
People of the Covenant, that is, into that community through which God 
purposes that all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. So far from 
being a purely individual matter, conversion relates directly to God’s 
ultimate purposes in history for all mankind. Conversion is an act of 
personal commital, in faith, to Him who is Lord over the world, 
Saviour because full authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to Him.

I therefore believe it to be necessary, in that ‘first preaching’ of the 
Gospel which Dr Strachan distinguishes from the ‘subsequent teaching’ 
of the Church, to make clear that acceptance of Christ as Saviour and 
Lord involves a committal in trust and obedience to what God is doing 
in the world. It is true that just what such a committal will involve, 
socially, economically and politically, will have to be gradually dis­
covered, through obedient action as well as through teaching; what is 
essential is that the convert shall realize from the outset that this kind 
of obedience will be involved in his discipleship.

On this, all three later contributors seem to be in agreement with me, 
not least Mr Conway, who points out that Christian witness must be 
related to ‘those concerns or issues which are already stirring the hearts 
and minds’ of those to whom the Gospel is preached. ‘There is no 
mention of any such relation in Mr Strachan’s programme. Faith, he 
agrees, must do its best to be relevant; but he is clearly unwilling to 
allow the missionary approach to start from any particular relevance.’ 
My contention is, to use Mr Castro’s words, that this ‘is. a question of 
proclaiming Christ, His promises and His commands, in such a way 
that the new convert accepts his responsibility in the world and is not 
self-centred’. It is part of the gospel message that the Saviour offers 
us a meaningful life in this present world through that one act of com­
mittal to Him which opens up to the believing soul all the benefits of 
Christ’s redemption. It is equally essential both that discipleship be 
seen to involve social ethics, and that the ethics be recognized as flowing 
from the nature of the Gospel. Otherwise, as someone has warned, 
‘we can participate in the life of the world and of the Church, and still 
be fundamentally useless to both. We can preach the Gospel and work 
like mad on social action projects, and remain self-centred, ruthless 
creatures whose good works leave men worse off than before’.1

It was in this connexion that I said in my first paper: ‘The Gospel is 
addressed, not to isolated individuals here and there, but essentially 

1 Bruce Kenrick: Come out the Wilderness (London: Collins, 1963), p. 205.
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to men in their social and corporate structures of existence. It is a 
legitimate inference that the proclamation of the Gospel is to be related 
to the groupings of nation, community, occupation, culture and 
religion, in which men actually live. Witness is therefore to be made to, 
as well as within, those natural groupings and settings in human life.’ 
Witness is made to man, not to structures, but it is always to man-in- 
society. In Latin America, as Mr Castro says rightly, ‘it is a matter of 
Christians and churches taking seriously the whole reality of Latin 
American man’.

Tn all of this I agree with Dr Strachan that the centre is neither the 
Church nor the world, but Christ, as Lord over both. And it is His 
judgment, not the world’s, which determines the relevancy of our 
obedient witness. But does not Christ care for the hungry and thirsty, 
the strangers and the naked, the sick and those in prison? Dr Strachan 
questions ‘just how in actual practice’ I would call for relevant witness. 
My answer is that I would start by asking the man who responds to the 
preaching of the Gospel to ask himself and others how he can show to 
‘his family, the household, the community or the multitude’ Christ’s 
compassion for the total needs of the total man in his own particular 
society. He will then soon realize how inadequate individual witness 
is. The world needs the witness of the whole Body of Christ.

Victor E. W. Hayward

SOME BASES FOR A CHRISTIAN 
APOLOGETIC TO ISLAM1

By R. Marston Speight

rTHIS generation of Christians is deeply indebted to such scholars 
A as Louis Massignon, Kenneth Cragg, Louis Gardet and Edwin 

Calverley, who from their Christian positions have given us a new and 
deeper understanding of the religion of Islam. They have brought to 
their research that element of sympathy which a recent Muslim writer 
has called ‘a fourth dimension’.2 In a remarkable way, they have 
identified themselves with the object of their studies and thereby 
brought to light hidden values and profound meaning in the Islamic 
religion. It remains for others to apply the results of modern Christian 
research in Islam to a valid modern missionary apologetic. Some 
bases for a new apologetic are indicated in the present-day temper of 
Christian openness towards other religions; other elements remain 
unchanged from former generations.

It is evident from certain currents of Christian theological thought 
that there is a place for an apology for apologetics. Nevertheless, in 
this paper it is assumed that an apologetic enterprise is valid, for the 
simple reason that Islam, traditionally and in an explicit way, calls in 
question the Christian Gospel.

’ I. Dialogue and its Limitations

A significant factor in the present-day situation between religions is 
the emphasis upon dialogue. We are living in an age of dialogue. 
Particularly in the West, there seems to be an almost universal desire 
for mutual encounter by those with different points of view. The 
conferences, colloquies, meetings, interviews and seminars that make 
up so much of the modern expression of the dialogue idea constitute 
a new manner of communication which requires thoughtful considera­
tion.’

1 Dr Daud Rahbar, of Hartford Seminary Foundation, will comment on this article 
in the next issue of the Review.

2 Mohamed Taibi: ‘Louis Massignon un Maitre’, Confluent, December 1962, p. 764.
3 See Alfred Fauque: ‘Les Perspectives d’un Dialogue Orient-Occident’, 'confluent, 

June-July 1961, pp. 390-409. This article goes far toward clarifying the issues involved 
in dialogue.
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