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Brothers and Sisters: 
We have come from all over the country, burning with anger and despair not 

only with the miserablo economic plight of our people, but fully aware that the 
racism on which the Western World was built dominates our lives. There can be 
no separation of the problems of racism from the problems of our economic, polit­
ical, and cultural degradation. To any black man, this is clear • 

But there are still some of our people who are clinging to the rhetoric or 
the Negro and we must separate ourselves from those Negroes who go around the 
country promoting all types of schemes for Black Capitalism. 

Ironically, some or the most militant Black nationalists, as they call 
themselves, have been the first to jmå on the bandwagon of black capitalism. 
They are pimpsp Black Power Pimps and frauduient leaders and the people must be 
educated to understand that any black man or Negro who is advocating a perpet­
uation of capitalism inside the United States is in fact seeking not only his 
ultimate destruction and death, but is contr�buting to the continuous exploi­
tation or black people all around the world. For· it is the power of the United 
States Govenßent, this racist, imperialist government that is choking the life 
or all people around the world. 

We arc people. sit back and watch the Jews in country 
�ake Israel a powerful conservative state in the Middle East, but we are not 
concerned actively about the plight of our brothers in Africa. We are the most 
advanced technological group of black people in the world, and there are many 
skills that could be offered to Africa. At the same ti:Ó, it must be publicly 
stated that many African leaders are in disarray then�elvos, having been duped 
into following tho linos as laid out by the Imperialist governments. 
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Africans themselves subcumbed to and are victims of the power of the United 
States. For instar.ce, during the smâer of 1967, as the representatives of SNCC, 
Howard Noore and I traveled extensively in Tanzania and Zambia. We talked to 
high, ver high, govenßental officials. We told them there were many black people 
in the United States who were willing to come and work in Africa. All these 
government officials who were part of the leadership in their respective govern­
Aents, said they wanted us to send as many skilled people that we could contact. 
But this program never came into fruition and we do not know the exact reasons, 
tor I assure you that we talked and were committed to making this a succe·ssful 
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program. It is our guess that the United States put the squeeze on these countries, 
for such a program directed by SNCC would have been too dangerous to tho inter­
national prestige of the U.S. It is also possible that some of the wild state� 
ments by some black leaders frightened the Africans. 

In Africa today, there is a great suspicion of black people in this country. 
This is a correct suspicion since most of the Negroes who have left the States for 
1ork in Africa usually work for the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) or the State 

Department. But the respect for us as a people continues to mount and the day 
will come when we can return to our homeland as brothers and sisters. But we 
should not think or going back to Africa today, for we are located in a strategic 
position. We live inside the u.s. which is the most barbaric country in the world 
and we have a chance to help bring this govenßent down. 

Time is short and we do not have much time and it is time we stop mincing 
i�rds. Caution is fine, but no oppressed people over gained their libcrntion 
until they wero ready to tight, to use �hntcvcr means necessary, including the 
use or force and power of the gun to bring down the colonizer. 

• • 
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- We have heard the rhetoric, but we have not heard the rhetoric which says 
that black people in this country must understand that we are the Vanguard Force. 
We shall liberate all he people in the U.S. and we will be instußental in the 
liberation of colored people �-orld ar9u:¸. must understand this point 
clearly so that we arc not trapped into diversionary and rea¢tionary movements. 
Any class analysis of the U.S. shows very clearzy that black people are the most 
oppressed group of people inside the United States. We have suffered the most 
from racism and exploitation, cultural degradation and lack of political power. · 
It follows from the laws of revolution that the most oppressed will make the 
revolution, but we are not talking about just making the revolution. All 
parties on the left who consider themselves revolutionary will say that blacks 
are the Vanguard, but we are saying that not only are we the Vanguard, but we 
must assume leadership, total control and we must exorcise tho humanit7 which 
is inherent in us. We arc the most humane people within the U .s. We have 
suffered and ·we understand suffering. Our hearts go out to the Viotnnmcso for 
we know what it is to suffer under the domination of racist America. Our hearts, 
our souls and all the compassion we can mount goes out to our brothers in Africa, 
Santa Domingo, Latin America and Asia who are being tricked by the power struc­
ture of the U.S.'which is dominating the world today. These.ruthless, barbaric 
men have systematically tried to kill all people and organizations opposed to its 
mÙerialism. We no longer can just get by with the use of the word capitalism 
to describe the u.s., tor it is an imperial power, sending money, missionaries 
and the amë throughout the world to protect this government and the few rich 
whites who control it. General Motors and all he major auto industries are 
operating in South Africa, yet the white dominated leadership of the United Auto 
Workers sees no relationship to the exploitation of black people in South Africa 

#, • r and the exploitation of black people in the u.s. It they understand it, they 
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certainly do not put it into practice which is the actual test. We a8 black 
people must be concernod with the total conditions of all black people in the 
world. 

But while we talk of revolution which will be an armed confrontation and 
long years of sustained guerilla warfare inside this country, we must also talk 

. . 

of the tYPe of world we want to live in. We must co ßit oursolvcs to a society 
where the total means of production are taken from the rich people and placed into 

hands the state the welfare of all the This is what we mean 
when we say total control. And we mean that black people who have suffered the 
most from exploitation and racism must move to protect their black interest by 
assuming leadership inside of the United States of '3Verything that exists. The 
time has passed when we are second in command and the whito boy stands on top. 
This is especially true of the Welfare Agencies in this count2y, but it is not 
enough to say that a black man is on top. He must be committed to building the 
new society, to taking the wealth away from tho rich people such as General 
Motors, Ford, Chyåler, the DuPonts, the Rockefcllers, the Mellons and all .the 
other rich white exploiters and racists who run this world. 

Where do we begin? We have already started. We started the moment we were 
brought to this country. In fact, we started on the shores of Africa, for we 

always resisted attempts to make us slaves and now we must resist the attempts 
to make us capitalists. It is in the financial interest of the U.S. to make us 
capitalists, for this will be the same line as that of integration into the main­
stream or American life. Therefore, brothers and sisters, there is no need to 
fall into, the trap that we have to get an ideology. -}c HAVE an ideology. Our 
fight is against and we are to build­
ing a socialist society inside the United States where the total means of production 
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a is 

in is an 

dollars dollar. That 
of of 

of 
of 

of 



country was fonÙed. The missionary goes hand in hand with the power of the 
states. We must begin seizing power wherever we are and we must say to the 

flanncrs of this conference that you are no longer in charge. We the people who 
have assembled here thank you for getting us here, but we are going to assume 
oçer over the conference and determine from this moment on the direction in 
which we want it to go. We are not saying that the conference was planned badly. 
The staff of ·the conference has _worked hard and have done a magnificent job in 
bringing all of us together and we uàt include them in the new leadership which 
must surface from this point on. The Conference is nowthe property of the people 
who are assembled here. This we proclaim as fact and not rhetoric and there are 
demands that we are going to make and we insist that the planners of this con­
ference help us implement them. 

We maintain we have the revolutionary right to do this. We have the same 
rights, if you will, as the Christians had in going into Africa and raping our 
Motherland and bringing us a�ay from our continent of peace and into this hostile 
and alien environment where we have been living in perpetual warfare since 1619. 

Our seizure of power at this conference is based on a program and our pro­
gram is contained in the following ��E�TO: 
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BLACK MANIFESTO 

We the black people assembled in Detroit, Michigan for the National Black 
Economic Develormcnt Conference arc fully aware that we have been forced to come 
together because racis t white America has exploited our resources , our minds, our 
bodies, our labor. For centuries we have been forced to live as colonized people 

• inside the United States, victimized by the most vicious, racist syst:Ò in the 
world. We have helped to build the most industrial country in the world. 

We are therefore derna�ding of the white Christian churches and Jewish syna­
gogues which are part and parcel of the system of capitalism, that they begin to 
pay reparations to black people in this country. We are demanding $500,000,000 
from the Christian white churches and the Jewish synagogues. This total comes 
to 15 dollars per nigger. This is a low estimate for we maintain there arc prob­
ably more than 30,000,000 black people in this country. $15 a nigger is not a 
large sum of money and we know that the churches and synagogues have a tremendous 
wealth and its membership, white America, has profited and still exploits black 
people. We are also not unaware that exploitation of colored peoples around 
the world is aided and abetted by the white Christian churches and synagogues. 
This demand for $$OOrOOO,OOO is not an idle resolution or empty words. Fifteen 
dollars for every black brother and sister in the United States is only a begin­
ning of the reparations due us as people who have been exploited and degraded, 
brutalized, killed and persecuted. Underneath all of this exploitation, the 
racism of this country has produced a psychological effect upon us that we are 
beginning to shake off. We are no longer afraid to demand our full rights as a 
people in this decadent society. 

We are deaÛding $.500,000,000 to be spent the following way: 
l. We call for the establishment of a Southern land bank to help our brothers 

and sisters who have to leave their land because of racist pres sure for people who 
want to establish cooperative farr-.s, but wh·o have no funds. We have seen too many 
farmers evicted from their homes because they have dared to defy the vh i te racism 
of this country. We need money for land. We must fight for massive sums of 
for this Southern Land Bank. We call for $2 00,COO,OOO to implement this program. 

2. We call for the establishment of four major publishing and printing in­
dustries in the United States to be funded with ton million doll�rs each. These 
publishing houses are to be located in Detroit, Atlanta, Los Angeles, and New York. 
They will help to generate capital for further cooperative investments in 
black COùŴnity, provide jobs and an alternative to the white-domin�ted and con­
trolled printing field. 

). We call for the establishment of four of most advanced scientific 
and futuristic audio-visual network to be located in Detroit, Chicago, Cleveland 
and Washington, D.C. These TV net-lorks will provide an alternative to the racist 
propagnnda th.it fills the current television nct,-:orks. Each of these TV neti-:orks 
will be funded by ten million dollars each. 

4. We call for a research skills center which will provide •••••••• research 
of black center be funded with less than 

)0 million dollars. 
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S. We call for tho establishment of a training center for the teaching of 
,skills in community orr;anization, photography, movie rr:_king, television making 
and repair, radio building ar.d repair and all other skill� needed in communica­
tion. This training center shall be funded with no less than ten million dollars. 

6. We recognize the role of the National Welfare Right� Orgnnization and we 
intend to with them. call for ten millio,1 dollars to in the organ­
ization of welfare recipients. We want to organize the welfare workers in this 
country so that they may demand more money from the govenßent and better admin­
istration of the welfare system of this country. 

7. We call for $20,000,000 to establish a National Black Labor Strike and 
Defense Fund. This is necessary for the protection of bleck workers and their 
1amilies who are fighting racist working conditions in this country. 

* 8. We call for the establishment of the International Black Appeal. (IBA) 
"This International Black Appeal will be funded with no less than $20,000,000. 
The IBA is charged with producing more capital for the establisrJ:ic:it of coo�era­
tivc businesses in the States and in Africa, our Motherland. The Inter­
national Black Appeal is one of tho most important demands that we are making for 
we know that it can generate and raise funds throughout the United States and help 
our African brothers. The IBA is charged three functions and shall be headed 
by James Forman: 

(a) Raising money for the program of the National Black 
Economic DeveloFment Conference 

(b) The development of cooperatives in African cuÝtries 
support of African Liberation movements. 

(c) Establishment of a Black Anti-Defamation League which 
will protect our African image. 

9. We call for the establishment of a·Black University to be funded with $1JO,ooo,ooo to be located in the South. Negotiations are presently under way 
with a Southern University. 

10. We demand that IFCO allocate all unused funds in the planning budget to 
implement the demands of this conference. 

In order to win our demands we are aware that we will have to have massive 
support, therefore: 

(1) We call upon all black people throughout the United States to consider 
themselves as members of the National Black Economic Development Conference and 
to act in unity to help force the racist which Christian churches and Jewish 
synagogues to iMpl�mont these denands. 

• • 

(2) We ca 11 upon all the concerned blnc I� r,roplo ncrooo tha c 0\Ul1,ry to contnct 
black workers,, black .�Omen, black st,u�l<-nt.o and the blacl( \Ul\.'hlploy,:d, cc,1:nunH,r 
groups, welfare organizations, teachers organizations, church leaders and organ­
izations explaining howthesc demands are vital to the black community of the U.S. 
Pressure by whatever moans necessary should be applied to the white power structuro 
* (Revised and approved by Steering Committee) 
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of the racist white Christian churches and Jewish synagogues. All blac k people 
should act boldly in confronti ÞÖ our white oppressors and demanding this modest 
reparation of 15 dollars per black man. 

(3 ) Delegates and members of the National Black Economic Development Con­
ference are urged to call press conferences in the cities and to attempt to get 
as many black organizations as possiblu to support the demands of the conference . 
The quick use of the press in the local areas will heighten the tension and these 
demands must be att±Øpted to be won in a short period of time, although we are 
prepared for protracted and long range struggle. 

(4 ) We call for the total disruption of selected church sponsored agencies 
operating anywhere the U .s . and the world . Black workers, black women, black 
students and the black unemployed are encouraged to seize the offices, telephones, 
and printing apparatus of all church sponsored agencies and to hold these in 
trusteeship until our demands are met. 

(S ) We call upon all delegates and members of the National Black Economic 
Development Conference to stage sit-in demonstrations at selected black and white 
churches. This is not to be interpreted as a continuation of the sit- in movement 

th o early sixties but know that active confrontation inside white churches 
is possible and will strengthen the possibility of meeting our demands •. Such 
confrontation can take the fonn of r.ead ing the Black Manifesto in:htead of a 
sermon or passing it out to church members. The principle of self-defense sho�ld 
be applied f� attacked. 

(6) On May 4, 1969 or a date thereafter, depending upon local conditions, we call upon black people to commence the disruption of the racist churches and 
synagogues throughout the United States . 

(7) We call upon IFCO to serve as a central staff to coordinate the mandate 
the conference and to reproduce and d istribute en mass literature, leaflets, 

news items, press released and other material. 
(8)"  We call upon all delegates to find within the white community those 

forces which will work under the leadership of blacks to implement these demands 
by whatever means necessary. By taking such actions, white Americans wi ll demorr 
strate concretely that they a.re willing to fight the white skin privilege and the 
white supremacy and racism which has forced us as black people to make these deaÛds . 

(9) We call upon all white Ch ristians and Jews to practice patience, tolerance, 
understanding and nonviolence they have encouraged, advised demanded that 
we as black people should do throughout our entire enforced slavery in the United 
States. The true test of their faith and belief in the Cross and the wcrds of the 
prophets will cdrtainly be put to a test as we seek legitimate and extremely 
modest reparations for our role in developing the industrial base of the Western 
��rld through our slave labor . But we are no longer slaves, we are men and women, 
proud of our African heritage, determined to have our dignity. 

(10) We arc so proud of our hfric�n heritage and realize concretely that our 
struggle is not only to mnke revolution in the United States, but to protect . our . brothers and sisters in Africa and to help the� rid then�elves of racism,capitalism, 
and imperialism by whatever means nec�ssary, including armed struggle. We are and 
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