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r. Alfonso Reyes
El Colegio de ¡exico
Pa ru c o , 63
�II; e xi co, • F •

Deer r. Reyes:

As you know, the IN�TITUrf OF SOCIAL .�SEARCH,
CaJu bia University, w�ich jointly with the L TIN
A� ßRIC .h,C01'40 Ie l' 'JlITUTE he lped in the e stab-
1 i shment of the RE .... E! RCH BUH�AU FOR POST- R ECO­
NO�ICS, is headed by Prof. ax Horkhei er. Y)ur in­
terest and study in pbilosophy has certainly brou�ht
you into contact wit 1 Prof. Horkheimer's work. He is,
at the present time, considvred one of the theoret­
leal leaders in IJ10dern philosophical thought.

Dr. Horkhei er7 who spends a large pRrt of is
t e in California workinrr on bis fort�co�ing blOk,
is consiaerin going to Wexico for a few weeks. It
occurred to me t�at it would certainl� be of Advan­
tage to the Colegio "to try to arrange f'o r- Professor
Horkheimer to give a few lectures or conferences in
the next terw if he would ive �is consent. I would
like to et Jr. Horkheimer more intere sted in things
Latin so that he 1ill beco e more acquainted with
your reat country an ain a first band knowledge
of the r-e su L t s of tne � e xí.c an r-ev o Lu t í.on ,

As Prof. Horkheiwer possesses a knawledge of
ost of the European languages he would quickly be­

come aajusted to lecturin in Spanish. Howevtr, you
ha better count on 1'.is lecturing in English, German,
or French in the beginning. In a fortnight or four
weeks the exican intelligentsia could be informed of
Prof. Horkheirrert s interpretation of the history of
philosophy and philosoph�oal �ovements of recent per­
iods.
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I think that r. !orkheirer would gladly lec­
ture on any subject from the 1istory of philosophy
during the last tree c nturies, p eferably German
or Fr e nch philosophers (e.g. any problems from Kant
or He ze L or the r-e nc h Enlightenment). The lectures
rricht also be foaused more on contempornry problems
such as e.g. Schopenhauer-Wagner-Nietzsche, or any
topic from the latest d�v�lopment of German philoso­
phy up to its end un er the Nazis (Neu-Kantianer,
achianer, Scheler, Hus�erl, Heldt�er and his school,

etc.)

Prof. Forkhe1�er expects to be in ew York City
early next year to le c t ur-e a t Oo Lu+bâ a University.
He will then go back to California so I think that an
invitation from the Cole io would be best in the late
spring, if the suggestion appeals to you.

In that case, I a sure that his residence will
�� �tl ulating for you, intellectually provoking for
your frin s ana associates, and useful and delightful
for Prof. Horkheimer. While he will have to spend some
ti e in the city, of course, I understana he is a lover
of nature and it will no doubt be possible to eccomo�
date hi in a satisfactory way.

I am sending unàer separate cover and registered,
an 1 sue of Studies in Philosophy anö Social Science
in which you will find Prof. Horkhel�er's profoundly
thoughtful essay entitled "The Enà of Reason."

ith w rm personal regards,

':pX'JOrÑ ]:I. NOR�. NO

J N: cm
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éx co,D.F. a 5 de noviem re dA 1943.

Dr. J hn F. arm no

429 est l17th St.,
rk 27, • Y. U. S • A.

Qu r o Dr. Normano:

Ac ho de ear t n r iàam te por e York y
tan o ado de o li aciones que m fu� 1m osible
use rlo. neu ntro mi re reBe su rt el 22

de octu re. n erect, conooJmos 1 y l' 1m or-
t nc t d Jl pr f "sor x Horkhel er o no e-
duce I ide d qu ven por 1 pon r-
se n contacto con nuestro ú lico desde lu o en
fr ncés y n ln�lv8 y 1 mismo esco er! 1 pI n-de
sus conferen 1 s. Uat d mi ma d s n< ear su 'nl­
mo dec rnos p r cu'ndo cree usted qu pOdría ve­
n r por é co. t nces le 8�rib rí o para arre-
01 r el pI n. cuy rea lzac ón s rí mu a�r dable

1 Colj 10 de 'xjco.

8

ntro 1
el er " he

Lo alu c rdlalmente su amlgo s.s.

Alr neo Reyes.
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Dr. Alfonso Reyes
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Mexico, D.F.

Dear Dr. Reyes:

ADVISORY COUNCIL

.-:Ion. John M. Coffee
Saul Cohn
E. J. Coil
David Cushman Coyle
Prof. Ethel B. Dietrich
Prof. Enrique Gil
John D. Gill
James B. Herzog
Prof. Edgar M. Hoover. Jr.
Prof. Irving A. Leonard
Dr. Alceu Amoroso Lima
Dr. Raul Maestri
Severo Maller-Prevost
Prof. Luiz Dodsworth M�rtins
Prof. Kirtley F. Mather
Dr. Enrique Naranjo
Dr. José Padin
Prof. Luiz Nogueira de Paula
Prof. Arturo Uslar Pietri
Prof. Herbert Ingram Priestley
Dr. Alfonso Reyes
Prof. Emilio Romero
Prof. A. Roy Thompson
Dr. Eduardo Villasenor
Prof. Arthur P. Whitaker

This is bela.ted acknowl dgment ot: your kind letter
of November 5th. The d lay bas been caused by tbe
necessity to get in touch f1th Prof. Horld1eimer who
ls on the st Coast. I understand that he _s veryhappy to accept your 1nvit tion to lecture at 1
Coleg· o de Mexico and thinks that June 1944 would
be the most convenient time for h�.

He suggest d as topic:

Society and R son

1) Reason as the casie theoretical concept of estern
civilizatim.

2) C1vilizatioI as an attempt to control human and
extra-human nature.

3) The rebellion or oppressed nature and its philosophical
man1:f'estations.

4} The rise and decline oi: the individual
5) the present crisis or reason

CORRESPONDING SOCIETY

Sociedade Brasileira de Economía Polirica
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

ith arm personal regards�

Faithfully,

I
J.F.Normano

JFN:k
air mail
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Il de diciembre de 1943

ly estimado Dr. Reyes:

�l Dr. Tor ano me ha
.

formado scerca de
su amabl ta y me apresu o a darle contestac'ón directamente
a ust d. Será un verdadero ·

Ollar para } Li poder dar una e ferel .. C Las
r su p is, El que tenr o v "dade o emp no en

ä

r a I'éxic o dur n be
el era.no entrante, y con tal oti o rie p-ustaria ahora. discutir
con s ted las JOS ib °1 i.. a.des de La fecha que sea más o onve iente
para usted, pues es oyen po ibilidad de hace ar eglos para ir
a durante el perio o del I) de junio al 15 de a� sto de
19 •

Agradeceré a usted mucho tenga la amabilidad
de °ndicar e los tópo os que d�bo escojer e la ral a de Filosofta,
Jara las c onf'erenc

í

as que deseen que o dé; ualquier te a to nad o
de los si� los 18, 19 y 2 de Filosofoá lo 4cceptaré e la rejor
anera; me permito suO" rir, por ejemplo: Instru ción Francesa como

un movi to po ltico (.rench ,¡,;,¡nli htien ent as a Poli ti a L ove-
m n b }, La Fä Los of Ía del Idiali mo -lemán (Th Philosophy of Cer an
Idealisn), E Desarrollo de las I�eas uto itarias en Europa(�h Develo�me t of Autho�itari n Ideas in Euro�e), El Fondo
WilosoCico de la Totalitarización �oderna (�he Phi osoph·cal a k-
round of "adern Totalitari ism), La. r-e s errbe Crisis Intelectual

(The Present I tell ctual Crisis).
,.Durante el tiempo de La Pr âmaver-a , ./0 dare

ma serie de Conferencias núbl'ca en la Universidad de Columbia,entituladas Sociedad y Razón (So�iety and Reason). i ust d c ee
esve Tópico intoresante, yo pued seleccionar ciertas secciones
o cierto t�ma, qu podré trat r mis Conferencias, por ajem o:

1 -scen o y ecaimiento ual Individuo (The Rise and Decline of
the Individual), o Razó como un voncepto Lásico �eórico e la
Occidental Civiliz Jión (Reason as a Basic Th oreti al Concc)t of

ster Civi ization)

oy un �ran adnirador de la lengua espanol yte o Goda inte ción estudiarla en el futuro cerca. OJ s esta una
de las razone, por lo que quiero hacer el via�e a lé ·co, des-
Er ciada nte no estoy Lmi adela tado Dara oder dar mis �onferenciast ,.en esta. le gua, como me gustar�a hacerlo, ya que el �lemal es

ino�ort mo, su iero que dcoeré usar el ln lés.
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Rabi ndo sido profesor de ilosoría oo
í

e I hasta. 1933,ejo dicho,
, ,

silla d 1 Filoso.f'la .

a l, en 1:"1 sma
oeu a unie

ia-,cual uier #
lo •

1 f'Lu n ie. t d 1 Filoso tap�t o sa pa ..La de quet'r i ter ados,
� ,

on ben'bo d
e u ue s "'e a o tare mu

Li noti
.

sob '"

r t· cu Lar 'U� �
•

.

tria I: e te yo '1.
t

J.1ln e do l. 1 ... ur s o e on fer e n ein S
1 ( o,

.

dese d' tres, ueho r B.O lo
,exi o, p ro s que yo co are,o debo de t lo t

d i terve.lo entre las
e po me.a.o un dl.

Confer I .

d b n
,

des, y s . er e no a. a a so ana.

_:a s' d o a Ir i un
'o 1 Sr. Porfirio o co e

In c ha s cosas inter s m tes s-ob e
ado 'ación un r-r n resj.e t o

.L
or

m mar los d t n rrandest

pl..

a un r

sp r ùe s u co

u rden es ,

io para mi co oc rIe pe sonal.ent y.

ón, pe r t.J- fr ce e ord
.

all ent a.

pla r, sa.b r d l. ... bu n n i o
a usted muy bien y

,

lie ha plati ado
ust d. 70da mi vi a he tenido
rréxico, por o que y I lede '1 t d

ter go de
.

itar er cantadorq e v su


