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"THE ROM/N C/THOLIC CHURCH FACES THE POSSIBILITY OF LOSING
ONE MILLION CATHOLICS A YWAR IN LATIN £MURICA," Richard Cardinal Cushing

THE FROBLEM

The Catholic Church of Latin America is in trouble} When we speak
of Latin America, we are talking about 16 percent of the land surface of the
world and about 200,000,000 people in 21 nations, 90 parcent of whom are
Catholice. Within 35 or LO years, half of all Catholics may te found there,
an incredible total of 600,000,000, or before mcst Church memters now alive
are dead, there will be few, if any, Iatin Americans left in the Church,
Th2se two wildly extreme possibilities are accepted with complete convic-
tion by the lLatin American Catholic hierarchy. Witness the statement of
frchbishop Tom Helder Camara of Recife, PBrazil, vice president of the
Feumenical Council of Latin Am2rican 3Bishops:

The problems facing the Church in Latin America must have priority
over all others, It is indispensable for the sake of all Christian-
ity. A continent that is Catholic in name must be made Catholic

in fact. There is a grave danger that the reople of Latin America
may cease to be Catholic or even Christian,

Two Popes have spoken out positively concerning this tragic
situation. Our teloved late Pope John stated, "Latin America is the
number one concern of my pontificate." Our Holy Father Pope Paul
reiterated, "The Church in Latin America must overcome or ke overccme,
It is not necessary for us to speak to you of Latin America, of its
needs, its dangars, its reawakening and its hopes. You know by now of
the religious conditions in that immense continent..."

SPIRITUAL CONDITIONS

Spiritually, the Church has largely failed in its mission to make
what it would consicder "gcod" Catholics out of the residents of Latin
fmerican countries., A report of /rgentine Catholic Actionists states:

They cannot te considered "good" Catholics tecause they are ignorant
of the fundamental truths of their religion; they do not practice
what they say they believe; they actually deny certain defined
dogmas of the Church such as the infallibility of the Pope and the
reality of Hell; they do not recognize the indissolubility of
marraige and thke gensral teaching power of the Church; an almost
fanatical concern for the Sacrament of Baptism is joined to a
profoundly cynical view of the Sacrament of Matrimeny.

There are many reasons for this deplorable spiritual condition.
Foremos t is the lack of priests. Of tre L8L,000,000 Catholics in the
world, about 167,000,000 live in Latin Am:rica, or about 3k percent of
the total number of Catholics. Yet, of the 379,000 priests in the world,
Latin America has only 35,000, or about 9.5 percent. Therefore, 3L per-
cent of the world's Catholic population is cared for by less than 10
percent of the world's priests. About half of these Latin American priests
are teachkers, chaplains, or office workers, which means that only L percent
of the world's priests have tre responsibility of taking care of 3L percent
of the world's Catholics. It is not hard to find city parishes with 50,000
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or even 70,000 inhabitants per parish. In the rural areas, with medieval
means of ‘transportation, a priest may have a parish as large as New York
State. Trere are 10,000 towns and villages without any priest.

The deficit of priests is going to increase. /iccording to official
figures, there is at present a deficit of 122,000 priests for the entire
continent, A% the present yearly rate of increase of priests, the deficit
in 1980 will be 2LL,000, or twice the figure it is now. At the present
time, there is an annual increase of about 1,700 priests, yet there is
needed a yzarly increase of 10,300 to arrive at 200,000 by the year 1980.
Alongsicde of this condition is the startling fact that the Protestant
sects have more students studying for the ministry in Latin Am2rica than
tke Catholic Church has for the diocesan prissthood. This is happening
in a continent that is traditicnally Catholic.

Pecause of the lack of priests, lMass and the Sacraments are un-
available to the vast majority. In Peru and Verezuela, only 3 to 5
rercent of baptized Catholics are within reach of Mass on Sunday. In the
diocese of Santiago in Panama, 60 percent cannot assist at Mass tecause
there is no Mass for them to attend. 1In some Latin American countries;
it is estimated that only 1l percent fulfill their Taster duty, and only
about one-third make their First Communion. As many as 70 percent of the
people are not married by a priest, and 85 percent to 90 percent die
without tre Sacraments and also without medical attention,

BECONOMIC CONDITIONS

Economic conditions are also as had as the religious conditions.
Income from properties, bequeathed tle Church by individual Catholics. had
been used to finance Church works and, in effect, to sustain the Church,
Todey, such income is gensrally so meaper that mcst dioceses would quickly
cease to function without additional help.

LATIN AMERICAN CHURCHES FRODUCE ALMET NO INCMME? A Peruvien
city planner said: "In spite of being a v2ry lerge property owner, the
Church would be rich only if she could sell all or vart of that property,
From the rent she receives, she is a very poor person." Frozen rentals,
regulations prohititing evictions of tenants and redevelopment, and
sevare conditions imposed by donors account for this situation. The
President of the Council of Latin imerican Bishops (CRLAM) has a salary
of $L0 a month. His diocese of Talca, Chile, has annual expznses total-
ing £27,5700. The annual inccme of his diocese is #13,750.

Joined to the povarty of the Church is the appalling sociel and
economic blicht of the people. Millions exist with an annuzl inccme of
less than $100 in countries such as Paraguay, Haiti and Bolivia. As pro-
duction lags tehind population growth, the problem will get worse. The
gross national product per capita is only $366, and in the agricultural
areas it is %200, while in the United States it is eight times that figure,
$2,976. In many Latin American countries, one tenth of the population
earns on2-half of the nationzl income. The population is nearly four times
larger than it was in 1900. But housing construction is far behind that
rate of increase. In large m2tropolitan areas, L5 percent of the reople
do not have homes suitable for human habitation. In the rural areas, tle
percentage of people in this condition is 80 percent.
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In Latin America, the number of illiterate persons is mora than
70,000,000, or LD percent of the population over 15 yzars of age, In
Guatemala, the illiteracy rate is 70 percent. In most Latin Am:zrican
countries, the grade school child averages less than three years in the
classroom before dropping out to work on a farm or elsewhere. Only 20 out
of every 100 finish grade school. The result is a stifling cultural and
relieious ignorance.

The majority of the people are undernourished. Daily calory
consumption per parson, which, in developed countries, gces above 3,000
is way telow 2,000 in Latin fmerica. Of the 3,000,000 Indians in Mexico,
for example, their diet is corn bread; and an alcoholic teverage, tequila,
made from cactus, their only stimulant to keep them going. &deat once
every two months is a luxury. The infant mortality rate iz a shocking
80 percent. Only one child in a family lives past its fifth birthday. For
adults, thke person who lives past L5 is a rarity. Medical assistance,
particularly in the country districts, is sparss. For example, in Columbia,
there is one doctor feor every 2,000 people, but two-thirds of the doctors
are located in the capitals of the various regions, so that the remaining
one-third cares for 88 gercent of the populstion.

REASONS FOR SPIRITUAL AND ECONOMIC CONCITTIONS

Vhy did the Church in Latin ‘merica not advance more vigorously?
When Spain conguered thke New World, it brought with it a Church that it,
more than Rome; controlled. When tle Latin smericans overthrew Spanish
rule, in the 2arly 1800's, they were also, in effect, overthrowing the
Spanish Church. Then, a2fter revolutions brought forth about 21 independent
nations, the king of Spain refused to reccgnize the independence of the
countries and using his right of "patronate" refused also to designate new
bishops. For this reason several countri=ss remained for years without an
episcopacy. In lMexico and in Coliumbia, this condition lasted for about
20 years and in oth2r countries 30 years. In most instances, the new states
seized the properties of the Church. The Church has never quite recovered.
A1l the universities were seculcrized and so the formation and recruiting
of cl2rgy were very difficult. In some countries, it was only after 20 or
even 30 y=ars that a seminary was opened because of the difficulties reised
by civilian authorities. In Central America, for example, the major
seminary of Guatemala is only two years old. Missionaries from ZTurope were
not admitted to the countries, so that thare was no recruiting from that
source.

This was a tremendous contrast to the first four centuries since
the first conversions by Spanish missionaries. Then, the traditicnal
m2ans for evangelization w2re genarally effective. There was a time when
it szemed that all of the institutions of society, like the family, school
and authority in general usually reinforced tie doctrine of the parish
priest. FEveryone szemed to be a Catholic and followed the Church's moral
code, or ran the risk of being lateled a social or religious retel,

Today, this is no longer true. Religious rites have lost their
meaning and vast numbers of Catholics are ignorant of their Faith. They
are ignorant not tecause of any one factor but bzcause of a whols series
of social and relipgious changes. Today in the new Latin America, a
pluralistic society has evolved. There are different valves enamating fron
secularism and communism. Today, institutions in society are often in
competition with ecach other and opposed to the ideas communicated by the
Church,
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The way the people look at. the Church is vividly illustrated by
a recent article in Informations Catholiques:

Many Rishops, priests and laity have bteen tied to the established
order, to feudal and colonial institutions, compromised by their
silence and passivity. V2ry often silence has been the only
response 0f the Church to all kinds of dictatorships ensaged in
blotting out personal liberties. To the realistic and practical
mind of the masses, this silence has meant approval. 1In the face
of the image of tre Church's historic comprcmises with money,
power and privilege, the working classes developed a hestility not
only to the unjust economic and social situation, but also to the
Church which, in their eyes, has besen systematically and relent-
lessly supporting the =2stablisted order...

This has stirred a deep-seated anticlerism, drawing the masses away from
faith in Christianity and pushing them towards faith in Communism.

The dependence upon thke privileged few is causing the Church to
lose the masses. However, when she tries to move away from tle wealthy,
they refuse to support her. As an example, in Columbia, a village priest
enthusiastically coop:'rated with Pzace Corps Velunteers who went there
recently. Then one Sunday, landocwn:rs who disapproved of the priest's
activities put a faw centavos into tke collection plate instzad of the
large donation the prizst hsd relied on to pay for his focd. When the
practice continued, the prizst had to ask fcr another assignment. In
Lima, the Cardinal was commanded to stop a s=2ries of cermons he had ordered
to be preached on social problems. Wealthy Catholics are reported to have
said to him, "We admit you are right, but the situation is so delicate,
we can't risk exploding the bomb." The Rishop of watal in Brazil was
warned, "You should be praying, not raising ferment.," The Church, so »ften
described as onnipotent, must actually pick her way with great care through
the secular world of Latin fmerica. /[s ore Church official explains it,
"f.e can't antagonize too much certain classes of people. Ve have to do
what we can not to produce a vacuum."

History proves that underdeveloped people follow thcse who give
them better human conditions. If the Church ~ives them, they will follow
trte Christian crzed; if Communism gives them, they will follow the red creed.,

REVCIUTION

The hure majority cf Latin Americans are determined not to
acceot any lonrer the present sccial order with its injustices caused Ly
the imbalance of the few and the many, the rich and the poor, the haves
and the have-nots. aAs a result, Latin Am2rica today is in the canter of
ore of th2 major revolutions in history. The revolution is social and
spiritual.,

In the socio-economic area, Latin Am2ricans are tecoming aware
of their riehts: the P=asant Isaguss, the urban and rural unions, the
preaching in favor of land r=2form, the breaking down of the old style
relationship betw:en employers and employees in discussions to settle new
wages and rew work contracts. In many ar=as where until recently agricul-
ture was carried out with ancient methods, new industries are arising and
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new influences are teine felt, and people are giving evident signs of dis-
satisfaction, aftsr knowing the existence of oth:r, better standards of
living. The people are abandoning the fatalistic attitude and are demand-
ing their share of the riches.

The revolution is also ecclestiastical tecause in the thrces of
crisis not only are the old structures teing chanped rapidly, but also the
educational, administrative and social attitudes of the Church are being
supplanted by the new look in Catholic theology.

No revclution can change the Church h3rself, The Church's mission
is unchanesed and unchanging; but the way the Church approaches h2r mission
requires continual adaption. The doctrine is the same, but the approach is
now b2ing made more modern. The passing of th2 old order deces not mzan that
the Church is going to perish as part of the old order. The Church is going
to l2ad Catholics in the reforms they so desperately need., She is adapting
to modern social conditions, so that she will not be left behind. This is
true of the prasent challenges the Church faces in all parts of the world,
especially in Latin Amsrica today.

The hizrarchy agrees that the renewal of Christian society will
derend on the layman. This ren2wal in Latin fmerica calls for participation
of the laity in: the propagation cf the Faith, the litureical apcstolate,
charitable works, and assistance in the administration of the affairs of
the parish. Obviously, the Latin-fmerican Church will never get the 100,000
more priests she nzeds to meet the crowing numbsr of Catholics that is pre-
dicted for the future. Many foreien priz2sts, Brothers and Sisters are al-
ready helping out in Latin Am2rica. Hcwever, this tyre of assistance by
outsiders will n2wer really solve the basic nseds of the Latin Catholics,
as there would not be more than 5,000 -vailable withint the next five years,

Not only is it a fact that th:re are not =ncugh priests in the world
to remedy these conditions, but also is it. a fact that the problem is
aggravated because tco many pri2sts are occupied with work that laym2n could
do. As a r:sult, only one out of 2very five prizasts is =2nraged in direct
apcstolic work. Rishop Mark MeGrath of Santiarso, Panama, stated that the
urbani zation of Latin America is concentrating the work of the Church in the
cities, which, while understandatle because of the crzater numo2rs it is
possible to r=zach; is very danesrous for the future of the Church. He went
on to point out that the Ccmmunists are vary active and very =ffective in rural
areas, "The Church has never c2ased to be a missionary Church but we have
ceased our missionary efforts. We have, and we are n2glecting the rural
arecas." He cited as prcof that of the 200 prizsts in Panama; 100 are in the
capital city which has only a quartzr of tke population of the 2ntire country,
Many of th2:se prizsts in the city are t=aching secular subjects in Catholic
schools because the schools cannot exist without them in the present situ-
ation. What is really called for is a full commitment by the layman in his
Church, and the exercise of the mission he was given at Raptism with a
share in the priesthrod of the laity.

On the whole, for the past 150 years, North Asmerica has enjoyed
political stability and economic progress to a degree unmatched in any part
of the glote., The Church in the United -tates as a spiritual body has teen
supported and nourished by the naturzl life of the affluent society. Quite
the opposite is the case in Latin America. The Church has been battered
and weakened by idealosical and political strife, by sccial and economic
fossilization. In her human manifestations, the Church has shared the ills
of the civic body whose outmoded feudal structures have at last collapsed
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to produce the crises of our gzneration.

We Catholics in North ‘imerica are warn2d not to ke blind to the
misary of Latin Americans or their determination to live with the dignity
of human teings as Sons of God. We live in a time when it is necessary
to make progress at faster rates and with grzater generosity, for it is a
Holy Revolution against the revolution of paranism; every minute is
decisive. Now, we are in a situstion similar to that of our Savior at the
wedding fz2ast of Cana after Mary had presented the problem: "They have no
wire." Ve are expected to respond. This effort will be meaninegless, will
have been a waste if we North Americans listsn and go away, if we do not
ponder our own role, if we do not ask ourselves %hat WE should be doing, what
WE can do, what WE are r=2quired to do in the way of coop2ration with our
Latin American neirhbors....because we are Christians....and because we are
humans, memters of cne global villace and one world-wide family. What is
needed mors than anything is sympathy for the conditions of others and the
confidence thet we can win this fieght against poverty and relipgious ignor-
ance which has stifled human dignity. It calls for understanding and
sympathy and a deep sz2nse of brothsrhood.

REMEDY

The Christian Revolution is now teginning to set underway with a
series of pastoral plans in various parts of Latin America cutting across
traditional diocesan and parish boundaries, These plans assign priests
and Sisters where they can best ke utilized to alleviate the greatest needs.
Lay participation has made possible widespread catechetical projects, many
using the highly successful radio-school techniques and audiovisual materi-
als. The Church is investing its resources now in formation and educatioz,

Tre Church leadership in Latin America today is extremely pro-
gressive because of the great crises confronting it. For example, three
y2ars ago, the BRishops of Chile issued a pastoral letter about the necss-
sity of land reform. They stated that one-third of the population was
without proper housing and that 400,000 new houses were needed. They asked
for tetter dictribution of the national income. They condemned the luxury
industries and the practice of many rich Chileans of sending their money
out of a country which sorely needed development capital. They concluded:

In the present emergency, it would be anti-Christian to maintain
that wealth in an unproductive state by transfer to a foreign
country, and it would te equally anti-Christian to apply it to the
production of articles or services which satisfy the needs of small
sectors of the population while the basic needs of our national
econcmy remain unsatisfied,

Not only are the Bishops of Letin America sp=aking out about the
need for land reform, but also they are dividing the lands of the Church
and distributing them to the people. Since the Bishops themselves are
very poor, it is a sacrifice, but they hope it will serve as an example for
othars to follow: As a result of receiving the land, the people are acquir-
ing a new sense of responsibility, of hope, of work and of dignity. The
hierarchy is setting up labor union schools, credit unions and cooperatives.



As an example of the work of the hierarchy, Eishop Botero in Columbia
moved out of his residence and turned it into a school to train labor
leaders. +£11 his p2rsonal possessions were donated to constitute a
foundation to help trke workers of Columbia. He is now living in a poor
working class district.

Tre practical means to carry out this Christian revolution are
now being worked out and diffused. The Latin American Bishops have founded
an institution that is unique in the Church: namely, tke Consejo Episcopal
TLatino Americana (CELAM). The members of CELAM are the Episcopal Ielegates,
orne from each Latin American country, an entity unmatched by any similar
institution in the Church. 4s authorized by the Holy See in 1955, CTLAM,
through its secretariate in Bogota, has assumed tasks that resemble the
functions of the National Catholic Welfare Conference in the United States,
CELAM now coordinates Catholic activities in Latin LAmerica in tlte promotion
of the Faith, the development of clergy and religious, the education of
youth, the lay apostolazte, and social action. To North fnericans, this
program may szem undramatic since we have grown up to accept these areas
of action as normal, However, in Latin America, where, in scme cases, whole
nations exist in which the Church possessed no such ordered programs, this
is a thrilling innovation.

OUR COOFERATION

The cooperation of all Catholics begins in Rome itself. In April
1958, His Holiness established the Pontifical Commission for Latin fmerica,
a new Curial institution uniting some eicht Roman congregations for action
in favor of Latin America. The Presicdent is Cardinal Confalonieri and the
Vice President is Archbishop Samoré. The function of the commission is to
study the fundamental problems of Catholics living in Latin America, and to
stir the Church throughout the world to contribute p=rsonnel and material
aid to Latin America's anemic Church structure and poverty stricken macses,
Relieious superiors of North America and certain countries of Eurore were
asked to plan to send 10 percent of their personnel within tle next five
years to Latin Mm>rica.

Systematic participation of Canada and tke United Ctates dates
from a confzrence held in washineten, D. C. in 1959. Committees of Rishops
representing the two countries met with a committee from CZLAM. From this
conf2rence resulted the establislment of the office for Latin American
Affairs in Ottowa, as a center for Canadian activities, and the Latin
America Bureau in Washington, D. C. to serve the Church in the United States,
The Latin Am23rica Bureau is an officially constituted department of tle
Natioral Catholic Welfare Conference (NCWC), is under the leadership of
Richard Cardinal Cushing and directed by Rev., John Considine of Maryknoll,

The Latin America Bureau gives assistance to United States priests,
Erothers and Sisters working in Latin America. It 1s spearheading a drive
to send 5,000 of these workers to Latin America during the 1960's. Tre
Bureau also recruits United States lay personnel for service in ILatin
imerica. It has organized the Papal Volunteers for Iatin America (PAVLA),
a group of apostolic short-t2rm lay work:rs who will total over 1,000
during this decade. The Eureau prcmotes understanding and friendship
between United States Catholics and Latin imericans through its Catholic
Inter-American Cooperative Program (CICOP).
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Recently a new office for catechetical aid was established in the
Latin America Bureau under the direction of Rev. Michzel Mullen, C.M., of
St. Jehn's University, New York, The purpose of the new agency is to enlist
the aid of American Catholics in the removal of religious illiteracy
especially among the L8,000,000 children in the rural areas of Latin America,
The activities of this n:wly created office will function under the title of
Religious Education for Latin American Youth (RELAY). The aims of RELAY are
twofold: 1. To educate United States Catholics to the religious needs of
Latin America, and 2. To enlist their support in supplying thzse needs,

Tre Rishops of Latin America are now organizing a corps of
100,000 lay catechists in their countries to take the place of the 100,000
non-avai lable priests needed. Th2se men will work primarily in the rural
areas where, at the present time, millions of children are without religious
instruction. Th=2se lay catechists will work undsr an organized structure
for r=ligious education. CRIL:M has set up a bureau called the Commission
for the Promotion of the Faith (CLAF) to direct preaching, catechizing,
religious education, liturgy, defense of the Faith and its mass diffusion
through press, radio, cinema and television., In 2ach of the 21 countries,
a national CCD Director is keing appointed; moreozver, each of the 5SLO
dioceses will have a diocesan CCD [irector. Th2se diocesan directors will
ke assisted by committees of catzchetical Sisters, A continental training
canter for the davelopment of these key people has been s2t up at Santiago,
Chile,

Uncer this organizational structure, responsible laymen are teing
chosen as catechists. Tach one will te selected on the basis of education
(he must have completed at least high schcol), leadership ability and
apostolic motivation. For the sake of permanency, these catechists will be
on a salary basis, From this group of 100,000 catechists will possibly te
selected the members of the n:2wly revived order of [eaconate. Since they
will already be catechizing, if appointed Leacons, they would have the
authority of the Church and the grace of office for preaching. In the
absence of parish prissts, they would be able to conduct Sunday para-
liturgical services, which involves leading the people in hymns, giving
instructions in the Scripture, officiating at marriages, baptizing, and
bringing Hcly Communion to the faithful,

These paid catechists will ke trained to be experts in toth
Christian docirine and in tke socio-economic areas. In addition to teach-
ing relicion, they will ke trained to direct parish ccoperatives and credit
unions. To them will te sent volunteers from many remote villages 30 they
may be trained to go back to their villapes to tz2ach their rpeople.

Two types of materials will te used for training: visual aids and
catech2tical manuals. In the c=nters where the t:achers will be trained,
an audiovisual Sound filmstrip Catechism, produced in the United States and
adapted for use in Latin America, will be used. This Catechism, produced by
St, John's University, N2w York, is entitled "The St. John's Catechism" and
consists of 30 ten-minute units. Tnis audiovisual Catechism is in use in
three-fourths of the United ftates parishes. Bishop Greco, Episcopal
Moderator of the CCD in the United States, presented a set of these film-
strips to Pore John. Commending the American material, the late Pore asked
that it bte developed for Latin America, where the need was so very great.
It was then translated into Spanish and Portuguese and later adapted to the
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various dialects of the Indians. Pope Faul reiterated the sentiments of
his predecessor when Bishop (Greco presented the material to him. During
the first session of the Council, more than 500 Latin American Bishops
viewed the material and stated that it would be of inestimable value for
the training of key personnel,

With regard to catechetical manuals, the Latin American Bishops,
working through CLAF, are presently engaged in producing various types
geared to the understanding of the people. These will be inexpensive paper-
back editions and hundreds of thousands will be needed by the catechists in
the villages. In addition to these articles, holy pictures, rosaries, and
other supplemental materials will be needed.

The new role of the Church in Latin America is that of the champion
of the oppressed and the promoter of basic economic, social and religious
reforms, No Catholic can consider himself alien to the suffering of the
Church, a mother to all, More than ever, we can sce how appropriate in our
times are the words of ot., John Chrysostom, '"We cannot place the obligation
of every activity of the Church upon the priests; the burden falls upon each
one of us in the Church because we are members of that one body.'" Unless
we have the help of lay Catholics around the world, the situation in Latin
America is made to order for Communist take-over. All the classic situations
are there: extreme poverty, unequal land distribution, exploitation of the
workers and abysmal religious ignorance. Latin America is a boiling pit
that will burn many fingers: Cuba, Panama, Venezuela, Bolivia and Argentina
are recent and vivid examples,

The role of RELAY is to pull two armies of the laity together and
to launch an objective which is to win souls for Christ. Whereas the two
armies speak a different language, yet they are tied together by one faith,
The field troops are the Latin American lay catechists, who will fight to
remove religious ignorance and give Christ His rightful place in the
thoughts and affections of His people. The supply troops are the United
States Catholic laity, who will maintain those troops in the field.

RELAY is marching - a two-pronged attack! First, it will reach
the Catholic child of the United States through the Sisters and the parish
priests, and second, it will reach the Catholic adult through the existing
parish organizations. A team of the clergy will reach into the Convents to
acquaint the Sisters with this program, so that they, in turn, will make the
children aware of their responsibility for their brethern scuth of the
border. Approxinately 5,000,000 children in the United States with the
advantage of a Catholic education might be willing to help 18,000,000 Latin
American children, many of whom do not know God.

RELAY is backed by an Advisory Board consisting of prominent laymen,
including the leaders of most of the Catholic lay organizations in this
country. Its Speakers' Bureau will consist of lay faculty and selected
students from various Catholic colleges tihnroughout the country. The first
unit is being developed at St. John's University where a drive is underway
to enliist the help of 100 members of the faculty and student body, RELAY
teams will visit parish organizations to present to the laity the stagger-
ing problem of the Church in Latin America. Each team will be composed of
a speaker and two audiovisual projectionists. The speaker will give a
fifteen-minute talk outlining the problems, to be followed by a ten-minute
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showing of an excerpt from the audiovisual Catechism both in English and
Spanish., The talk will be preceded by a motivation film on the Crucifixion.
For follow-up purposes, a series of films prodiced by the Columbia Broad-
casting System on the Church in Latin America is also availabie,

In view of the staggering problem, the help asked is indeed modest,
The amount requested of each organization is the cost of maintaining one
catechist for a period of two weeks at $1.C0 a day, or, roughly, $15;
one lesson of the filmed Catechism at a cost of $15, which the publisher
will match with an additional lesson as a contribution to Latin america, and
an additional $5.00 for the purchase of rosaries, holy pictures, etc., a
total of $35.

RELAY places the emphasis on LAY, It is a project which enlists
the efforts of the laity in both Americas. The Council has alrcady spoken
about the role of the lay person in the New Church, The New Church
recognizes the potential of the laity. The unction of the layman is his
active participation in the liturgy and in the religious apocstolate; the
call of all Christians to sanctity; tiie community of all Christians around
the Bishops and their Supreme Pontiff - the visible reminders of Cnrist in
the one Living liystical Body. These are all doctrines packed with power {or
a world desirous of ideals, of progress, of unity and of human wellbeing.
The overflow of the lay movement into the temporal order is envisaged
already in the Council's constitution on the Church. A recent statement
from the Council stating that the Church must now depend even more on the
laity is a further emphasis of the same fact,

RELAY is also involved in the doctrine tiat the whole world is
in mission. No longer can the church designate '"mission territory," for
the Church is one and Christ died for all men. No longer can one think of
Just his family, his parish, his children to grow up and find a career
for themselves and take care of only themselves, This was emphasized in
the Ccuncil where the Bishops of the world went on recoid as stating that
each has an obligation in conscience to send personnel and noney to the
areas of undeveloped Catholicism., No longer can tlhe child in Latin America
be considered merely as an orphan to be thrown crumbs afiter one's own
family is taken care of. For that child is everyonrne's own flesh and blood
in Christ!
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